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At  a  meeting  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society, 
held  at  their  rooms  in  the  University,  on  the  first  of 
June,  ISiT,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Comir.ittee  be  directed, 
hereafter,  before  the  meeting  of  the  Society  in  January  of 
each  year,  to  cause  to  be  prepared  and  published  at  least 
one  part  or  number,  of  which  two  shall  form  a  volume,  of 
Collections  of  the  Society,  to  be  similar  in  style  to  the 
first  volume  of  the  new  series,  and  to  be  in  continuation 
of  the  same,  to  consist  of  original  contributions,  or  se- 
lected matter,  as  they  ma}'-  see  fit.  That  to  this  end,  they 
be  authorized  to  call  in  ihe  assistance  of  other  members, 
and  to  make  such  arrangements  for  printing  and  publish- 
ing as  shall  be  deemed  best  for  the  interests  of  the  So- 
ciety, and  the  ensuring  an  extensive  circulation. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

ANDREW  WARNER, 

llcrorJins:  S(cretar>i. 


In  accordance  with  the  above  instructions  of  the 
Society,  the  First  Part  of  the  second  volume,  new 
series,  of  Collectiovs,  prepared  under  the  direction 
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of  the  Executive  Committee,  is  here  presented;  and 
it  is  hoped  the  contents  v.ill  prove  acceptable  to  the 
members  of  the  Society,  and  be  found  useful  to  the 
public  generally. 

With  the  Second  Part,  which  will  soon  be  put  to 
press,  the  title  page,  index,  <^.c.  to  the  complete 
volume,  will  be  given. 

Historical  Roams,  Nrtr  York,  Juhj.  1848. 
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OUTLINE 


CONSTITUTIOx\AL  HISTORY  OF  NE^  YOEK, 


ANNIV£RSAUY  DISCOURSE,  DELIVERED  AT  THE  REQUEST  OF  THE  NEW 

YORK  UISTORICAL  SOCIETV,  IN  THE  CITY  OP  NEW  YORK, 

NOVEMBER  19,    1S47. 


BY  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN   BUTLER. 


"  la  nova  fcrt  animus  mntatas  dicerc  formal 
Corpora."— Ov.  Mst. 
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NEW  YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


FORTY-TIIIKD  AXXIVERSAUY. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  held  in  the  Chapel  of  the 
New  York  University,  on  Fridny  cvoniiig,  lOiii  November,  1S47,  to  celebrate 
the  forty-third  Annivenary  of  the  Society, 

Mr.  E.  C.  Benedict  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  that  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to  the  Hon.  Be.vjamin 
F.  BtJTLER  (or  his  very  able  and  interesting  address,  and  that  he  be  requested  to 
furnish  the  Society  a  copy  for  publication. 

.  C-         </     ".;:'•        ,    .;•,.-  ■■'  .      Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

,    ',,  ■  ,  .,:■      .,     .  ANDREW  WARNER, 

'^''■'       '  I   '        '■''.  according  Secretary. 


DISCO  U  11  S  E  * 


Our  present  aiiniverf.nry,  Fellow  jMkmbefs  of  the  Nr.w 
York  Historical  Socifty,  finJs  us  in  circiursstances  of  pe- 
culiar interest.  A  new  frame  of  government  for  our  .State 
has  recently  becndeviseu  by  delegates  of  the  people  ;  has 
been  submitted  to,  and  approved  by  the  people  themselves; 
and,  during  the  last  ten  riionths,  has  been  gradually  displac- 
ing the  former  Constitution,  ^ome  of  the  new  provisions 
came  into  active  operation  at  the  beginning  of  the  present 
year ;  others  a  fev/  months  later ;  and  the  final  measures 
necessary  to  the  complete  organization  of  the  system,  have 
just  been  taken. 

Stanfhng  upon  the  threshold  of  this  recent  fabric,  and 
marking  the  peculiarities  of  its  structure  and  details — ])or- 
ceiving  how  essentially  it  diflcrs  from  tliat  which  it  has  dis- 
placed— the  first  thought  which  strikes  the  reflecting  mind, 
is  one  of  grateful  v.^onder,  that  a  work  so  serious  as  the 
pulling  down  of  the  old,  and  the  building  up  of  the  new, 
should  have  been  accomplished  with  so  little  of  mischief  or 
inconvenience.  The  change  from  one  system  of  social  econ- 
omy to  another,  is  often  accompanied  by  convulsions  as 
great  as  those  which  mark  the  first  transition  from  chaotic 
confusion  to  a  state  of  established  order.  We  are  apt  to 
expect  some  decay  in  j^revailing  forces,  some  dissolution  of 
existing  restraints,  bclore  those  that  are  destined  to  succeed 
them  can  assume  vitality  and  vigor  ;  between  the  laws  that 
have  just  expired  and  those  that  have  just  been  ereattd,  an 
interval  without  law  ;  a  pause  to  commemorate  the  pas>agc 
from  the  one  era  to  the  ether,  Ijy  its  independence  of  both  ; 
a  period  of  disorganization  unchecked  by  past  legislaijon 
or  present  authorit}^    ^  crisis  of  abuse  which  previous 

•  Note- — In  preparins:^  the  following  Discourse  for  the  press,  the  amhor,  be- 
eiJ<-s  retaining  some  passnires  omitted  in  tlie  delivery,  and  revising  i!ie  w  hole, 
has  cndvavored,  by  the  addition  of  references  and  occasional  notes,  to  render  his 
{wttorniiince  more  worthy  of  the  fr'ociery  undi-r  \vho?e  auspices  it  is  pidnished, 
oi!-i  more  useful  and  tlieretore  moi'e  accepiuble  to  tliose  by  wliota  it  may  be  con- 
sulted. 
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12  ME.  butler's  discourse. 

WTongs  could  scarcely  justify,  and  subsequent  reforms 
hardly  atone  for.  But  "the  chancre  which  we  are  now  con- 
templating has  been  accompanied  by  no  such  disastrous 
effects.  It  has  proceeded  with  much  of  the  physical  still- 
ness and  something  of  the  moral  grandeur,  which  attend  the 
great  processes  of  Xature.  Demanded  by  the  exigencies  of 
a  free  people  :  controlled  by  their  active  will ;  established  by 
their  deliberate  sanction  ;  whatever  may  be  our  individual 
opinions  as  to  its  present  value  or  possible  results,  it  is  a 
fresh  illustration  of  the  force  and  dignity  of  Republican 
Institutions.  It  teaches,  with  a  new  emphasis  of  cheering? 
encouragement  and  significant  warning',  the  great  lessons 
of  American  Freedom — clianire  without  violence;  progress 
without  disorder;  revolution  without  anarchy. 

As  we  look  more  closely  at  the  new  edifice,  and  its  various 
parts,  we  are  instinctively  led  to  compare  it  with  that  in 
whose  place  it  stands.  JNor  are  we  content  thus  to  limit  our 
examination.  "We  would  visit  the  original  foundation ;  trace 
the  history  of  the  successive  superstructures  ;  and  note  the 
times  and  the  persons,  when  and  by  whom,  the  corner 
stones  were  laid,  and  the  several  fabrics  erected  or  demol- 
ished, altered  or  renewed.  "NVe  would  mark  the  Ibrm  and 
style  of  each,  and  make  some  attempt  to  ascertain  its  value, 
and  to  determine  the  merits  of  its  authors. 

Aside  from  the  pleasure  \\hich  a  liberal  curiosity  may 
derive  from  these  inquiries,  they  answer  one  of  the  highest 
ends  of  historical  research.  The  organic  laws  of  a  com- 
munity, and  the  changes  which  from  time  to  time  are 
made  in  them,  are  the  most  authentic  proofs  of  its  civiliza- 
tion— tlic  most  instructive  monuments  ol  its  progress. 

Assured  that  my  associates  particijiate  in  this  sentiment, 
and  believing  it  will  unite  the  sympathies  of  my  whole  au- 
dience, I  propose  to  place  bcibre  you,  the  means  of  compar- 
ing our  present  Constitution  with  the  several  frames  of 
government  which  preceded  it ;  and  to  give  you  some  of 
the  more  important  facts  historically  connected  with  the 
changes  they  have  undergone,  ^^'ilh  this  view,  !  ask  your 
attention  to  an  outline  of  The  CoNsriTUTioNAi,  History  of 
THE  Colon V  and  State  of  Nf.u'  York.  An  outline  it  must 
be,  for  fully  treated  it  would  form  a  volume. 

Using  the  terms  Cojislit'i/iojui/  IJislor)/,  in  their  broadest 
sense,  and  as  including  all  the  fuudamcnfal  rules  by  which 
the  nature  of  governments,  the  powers  of  rulers,  and 
the  duties  of  citizens,  are  defined  and  regulated — whether 
existing  in  the  written  compacts  of  modern  times,  in  ancient 
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charters  or  statutes,  or  in  unwritten  customs  or  usages — I 
remark,  that  my  subject  naturally  divides  itself  into  three 
parts,  corresponding  with  the  several  governments — tho 
Du-i'CH,  the  English,  and  the  Independent  or  vStatf. — which 
have  successively  existed  in  the  territory  now  embraced 
within  our  boundaries. 

The  Dutch  rule,  dating  its  commencement  in  1014,  lasted, 
continuously,  but  fifty  years,  ten  of  which  had  passed  away 
before  the  settlements  were  placed  under  a  regular  local 
government.  So  slov/  was  their  after  growth,  that  in  IGOI, 
when  the  colony  was  surrendered  to  the  English,  its  popu- 
lation did  not  exceed  10,000  souls.  The  Constitutional  his- 
tory of  New  Netherland,  is,  therefore,  less  important  than 
that  of  the  Province  or  State  of  New  Yor;:.  Still,  it  is.  on 
many  accounts,  worthy  of  study,  and  quite  essential  to  a 
correct  understanding  of  our  subject. 

The  territory  bounding  on  the  river  discovered  by  Hudson 
in  1009,  and  explored  by  the  Dutch,  between  that  date  and 
1C14,  together  with  the  seacoasts  between  the  fortieth  and 
forty-fifth  degrees  of  north  latitude,  received,  in  the  year 
last  mentioned,  from  the  Charter  of  the  States  General  op 
riiE  United  Provinces,  the  name  of  New  Netherland.  The 
exclusive  right  of  trading  with  this  extensive  region,  was 
granted  by  the  Charter,  lor  three  years,  from  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1015,  to  Gerrit  Jacob  Witsen  of  Amsterdam,  and  other 
merchants  associated  \\\\\\  him,  who  had  been  concerned  in 
the  previous  voyages  to  the  island  of  Manhattan,  and  in 
the  trading  houses  established  there  and  on  Hudson's  river; 
and  who  were  now  incorporated  by  the  name  of  the  United 
New  Netherland  Company.*  The  members  of  this  com- 
pany, on  the  expiration  of  their  charter,  applied  for  its  re- 
newal ;  but  other  adventurers  claiming  the  right  to  share 
the  benefits  of  the  trade  to  America,  and  more  comprchen- 
.sive  plans  being  presented  to  the  States  Gj-.neral,  they  de- 
layed their  final  action  on  the  matter,  until  1021.  They 
then  incorporated  the  Dutch  West  India  Companv,  and 
granted  to  it,  the  exclusive  right  of  trade  and  navigation  to 
and  with  the  coast  of  Africa,  from  the  Tropic  of  Cancer 
to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  the  coast  of  America,  from 
the  Straits  of  ?.Iageilan  to  the  extreme  noi-th,  with  lull  pow- 
ers of  government  over  the  territories  it  should  explore  and 
colonize. 

•  .*?ce  the  darter  to  Witsen  and  his  associates,  of  the  11th  of  October,  1G14, 
la  O'Calla^Uan'a  Hist,  of  New  Netherland,  vol.'  i.  74. 
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Before  the  incorporation  of  the  West  India  Company,  the 
settlements  in  A'ew  Netherland  consisted  only  of  a  few 
trading  factories,  and  of  the  small  forts  designed  for  their 
protection.  The  commandants  of  these  forts,  in  addition  to 
their  military  duties,  exercised,  also,  such  civic  functions  as 
were  requisite.  By  its  charter  the  West  India  Company 
became,  and  until  IGGl  continued  to  be,  the  immediate  sove- 
reign of  New  Netherland,  subject,  liowcver,  to  the  general 
supervision,  and  in  niatters  consistent  with  its  charter,  to 
to  the  legislation  and  control,  of  the  Statcs  General,  in 
wliom  the  ultimate  sovereignty  resided.  The  Company  was 
em])o\vered  to  establish  and  maintain,  in  its  several  colonies, 
such  local  governments  and  oliiccrs  as  it  might  see  fit  to 
prescribe  and  appoint ;  the  Covernor  in  chief  being  com- 
missioned, and  his  instructions  approved,  by  the  States 
General  ;  and  he  and  all  other  oilicers  swearing  allegiance 
to  them  and  to  the  Company.^ 

So  soon  as  its  home  arrantremenls  could  be  perfected,  and 
its  other  aflairs  allowed,  the  Company  gave  its  careful  atten- 
tion to  New  Netuerlanu  ;  but  its  views  were  purely  commer- 
cial. The  first  institutions  of  the  colony  were,  there  fore,  framed 
with  special  reference  to  the  convenience  and  pecuniary 
profit  of  its  proprietors,  and  with  little  or  no  regard  to  the 
political  condition,  immediate  or  ]iros]>ectivc,  of  the  settlers. 
The  ground  work  of  the  systom  was,  indeed,  utterly  repug- 
nant to  the  first  principles  of  modern  political  science  ;  for 
all  the  powers  of  government — the  Leirislativc,  the  Execu- 
tive and  the  Judicial — were  vested  in  the  Director  General  or 
Governor  and  his  Council— the  laiter  consisting:  of  an  indefi- 
nite number  of  persons,  usually  not  exceedins:  live,  appointed 
by  the  Director  with  the  apjirobaiion  of  the  Company.f 

The  union  of  powers  such  as  these  in  a  single  hand  or  body, 
is  now  justly  regarded  as  the  very  definition  of  tyranny.  Its 
effects  in  New  Netherland  form  no  exception  to  the  rule  ;  but 
as  the  local  irovcrnment  was  under  the  watchful  supervision 
of  the  West  India  Company  and  of  the  States  General,  it 
was  commojfiy  held  in  check,  by  the  spirit  of  justice  and 
moderation  which  has  so  L^enrraliy  characterised  the  peo- 
ple, and  by  th.e  republican  principles  which  then  distin- 
guished the  institutions,  of  the  Fatlnrland.  ^IiNvrr,  Vak 
TwiLLKR  and  Jvu-.tt,  the   first  three  Directors,  being  justly 

*  Charter  ofthe  3;d  of  Jniif ,  1  TOl , .; ;.  0.  3.  ri'Caii:ialiaii-s  Ili.^tory  of  New  Neth- 
erlnn.I,  vol.  i.  App.  A.  It  un^for  lv,cii!y-f,.;ir  v<:ir?.  Init  was  MfiorwarJs  extended. 

t  Moulton'sllist.  of  New  York,  vol.  i.  Tart  ii.  3G3.  O'Callaghan's  Hist,  of 
Kew  Netherland,  vol.  i.  UO,  101,  M3,  1;(J. 


•.v,'rir:?M'> 


:l  ,  I  ,  .'^,     'U'' 


•>  'I    ;   v,i-  ;    • 


MR.  BUTLER  S  DISCOURSE. 


I  15 


chars:cd  with  abuse  of  power,  were  consequently  recalled.* 
Stivvkpant.  the  last  and  most  U[)ri£^ht,  as  well  as  the  ablest, 
of  tlic  Dutch  Governors,  kci)t  his  place  for  seventeen  years  ; 
but  he  was  in\olved  in  i'ret[uent  collisions  with  the  inferior 
mairistrates  and  with  otliers,  and  incurred,  more  than  once, 
the  ensure  of  ids  superiors.! 

'J'h(^  tirsl  arrangements  made  by  the  Company  for  the 
cohjnizatiou  of  the  country,  were  not  more  favorable  to  the 
early  and  rapid  growth  of  civil  liberty,  than  the  principle 
on  which  the  local  government  v,'as  founded.  In  the  rural 
districts  of  Holland  and  the  other  United  Provinces,  the 
peasantry  yet  bore  the  yoke  of  feudalism  ;  and  even  in  the 
free  cities,  and  the  co-mmunes  or  townships,  the  ancient  dis- 
tinctions between  the  iinhles  and  wellborn  and  the  plchians, 
and  between  the  burghers  and  the  other  freemen,  were  te- 
naciously kept  up  and  scrupulously  observed,  j  These  fea- 
tures of  the  parent  Stcite  were,  more  or  less,  impressed  on 
the  infant  Province.  In  the  city  of  New  Amsterdam,  such 
of  the  inhabitants,  as  enjoyed  the  right  of  citizenship,  were 
divided  into  the  great  and  small  citizens. §  In  the  "  colonies" 
or  manors,  planted  under  the  '"'  Charter  of  Freedoms  and 
Exemptions."  granted  by  the  Company  in  1C>29,  the  feudal 
relations  ot'  Tatroon  and  Boor  were  fully  established.  This 
Charter,  which  was  designed  for  the  special  encouragement 
of  ''Patroons,  Masters  and  Individuals  who  shall  settle,  or 


*  O'Cnllnghan,  vol.  i.  130,  174,  384. 

tin  1650  the  States  General  proposed  to  recall  him,  and  in  1G52  an  order 
wa.?  made  for  iliis  purpose  ;  but  its  c.Kecutioii  was  prevented  by  the  rupture  \viia 
England.  Ho'.land  Doc.  vol.  vi.  123.  vol.  i.x.  207,  Brodhead'3  Address  be- 
fore N.  Y.  Hist.  Soc.  in  1844,  p.  34.  See,  in  Proceedings  for  same  year,  p.  51-7G, 
an  instructive  and  valuable  paper  on  New  Ketherland,  by  Rev.  T.  De  Wilt,  D.  D. 
in  which  he  reviews  tlie  prominent  nreasures  of  Stuyvesant's  administration,  and 
aw  ard.s  him  high  and  not  undeserved  praise.  The  forthcoming  volume  of  O'Calla-  . 

ghan  will  give  many  new  and  ciiaraclerislic  details  of  the  worthy  Governor's  sys-  i 

terns  and  methods  of  procedure,  some  of  which  will  strike  modern  readers  a3 
sulliciently  summary  and  despotic  ;  though,  it  is  believed,  nothing  will  appear  to 
detract  from  his  well  established  reputation  as  an  honest,  firm,  and  in  liis  way, 
paternal  ruler. 

X  Van  Leeuwens  Roman  Dutch  Law,  Book  i.  eh.  9.  Van  Der  Linden's  In- 
stitutes of  the  Laws  of  Holland,  Book  i.  cli.  2,  )  4. 

ij  In  the  class  of  great  citizens,  as  defined  by  the  ordinance  of  Feb.  2d,  1C57, 
which  appears  to  have  been  regarded  as  a  very  liberal  concession  to  the  com- 
moniiiiy,  were  the  members  of  tiie  Supreme  and  City  Governments,  ministers  of 
the  Gosiicl,  and  otlicers  of  the  militia,  with  their  male  descendants  ;  in  the  lat- 
tor,  all  re-iileiits  of  a  year  and  si.x  weeKS  who  kept  tire  and  li^lus,  all  persons 
born  in  the  city,  store  keepers,  tradesmen,  &.c.  But  by  this  ordinance  any  per- 
son ;iii.:ht  obtain  the  privilege  of  tlie  gratt  citizeiisliip,  «>n  application  to  the 
Burgomasters  and  Schepens,  by  paying  for  it  iluy  guilders  or  their  equivalent. 
Kent  s  ed.  of  City  Char'ters,  pp.  243—240. 
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plant  cohvii-s  in  IsQ.yv  Nctlicrland,"  provided,  that  every 
person  who  she 'Id  jjuiiit  .x  '*  cohnie'  or  manor  of  fifty  souls, 
should  be  a(^kno\'.'!edgod  as  a  Patroon.  If.  gave  to  each  Fa- 
troori  the  aljsolute  title,  in  perpr -tuity,  of  the  lands  within  the 
limits  of  his  manor,  which  mis^bt  extend  four  Dutch  (ecjnal 
to  sixteen  English)  miles  aion^  the  shore,  on  one  side,  or 
half  that  distance,  on  each  side,  of  a  river,  and  so  far  into 
the  country  as  the  situation  of  the  ditfcrent  occupiei-s  might 
permit.  The  Patroons  Vvere  invested  with  the  power  of 
holding  ro'jrts  of  justice,  and  with  certain  other  Baronial 
immunities  and  ri;2,:its;  and*  on  founding  a  city,  they  were 
authorized  to  est^.hiish  oiilcers  lor  its  g(/vernmcnt. 

Besides  having  no  title  to  the  soil,  the  tenants  were  not 
to  leave  their  "  colonic'  cxrcpt  when  authorized  by  consent 
in  writing;  and  the  Compai>y  ongacred  to  apprehend  and 
deliver  to  the  Faf.roons:,  tlioso  wlio  should  violate  this  rule. 
After  the  expiration  of  the  period  for  which  they  had  bound 
themselves,  th':;  Patroon  miirht  send  to  Holland  any  tenant 
who  would  not  ccntiuue  in  his  service.*  In  addition  to  the 
burdens  specified  in  the  Charter,  the  tenants,  by  virtue  of 
the  law  of  Holland  applicable  to  the  relations  between 
them  and  their  Patroons,  were  su])ject  to  various  other  ex- 
actions common  to  the  system.  They  were  obliged  to  offer 
to  the  Patroon  or  his  commissary,  their  surplus  grain  and 
cattle  before  they  could  lawlully  sell  them  to  any  other 
person  ;  to  grind  their  corn  at  the  Patronn's  mill ;  and  to 
obtain  his  license  before  they  could  h^  allowed  to  fish  or 
hunt  within  the  limits  of  the  manor.  The  Patroon,  on  the 
exchange  or  sale  of  land  within  his  jurisdiction,  was  enti- 
tled to  the  right  of  pre-emption,  and,  if  lie  declined  to  re- 
sume it,  to  a  certain  portion  of  the  jjurchase  money  ;  and 
in  cases  of  intestacy,  he  succeeded  to  the  estate  and  prop- 
erty of  the  decedent.f 

That  the  burghers  of  Anivicv  lam  and  of  other  commer- 
cial towns,  enjoying  as  they  did.  and  valuing  too,  the  privi- 
leges of  freemen,  should  have  been  willing  to  ]ilant,  in  the 
virgin  soil  of  America,  tlie  seeds  of  tlie  aurient  feudalism, 
is  but  another  illustration  of  the  sellishness  so  common  to 


•  See  the  Charter  in  Moulton's  Hi«t.  of  New  York,  Part  ii.  p.  339.  Dunlap's 
Hii..  of  N.  Y.  vol.  ii,  App.  II.  Co!l.  of  N.  Y.  Hist.  Soc.  (2i  series)  vol.  i. 
p.  369.  O'Callaghan's  IIi=t.  of  New  Neiherland,  vol.  i.  p.  11:2.  The  P:ngli.'=h 
■versions  having  been  made  by  cliireront  haivJs,  some  verbal  but  unin)portant  dif- 
ferences exi?t  in  the  copies  now  referred  to.  For  llie  aiuendaiory  Charier  of 
1640,  see  O'Callaghan,  vol.  i.  p.  219. 

t  O'Cailaghan,  i.  3:25,  3i;G  and  App.  i.  Van  Leeuwen's  Roman  Dutch  Law, 
Bookii.  ch3.  14,  15,  IG,  17. 
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our  race.  In  the  pursuit  of  present  gain  to  ourselves,  we 
too  often  become  careless  of  the  interests  of  others;  and 
we  commonly  lorfrct  the  claims  of  posterity.  History  is 
full  of  such  instances,  and  of  the  pernicious  effects  which 
are  sure  to  How  from  them.  In  the  case  before  us,  its 
usual  lessons  are  not  wanting. 

Killian  "\'an  Rensselaer,  a  pearl  merchant  of  Amsterdam, 
and  one  of  the  directors  of  the  West  India  Company,  hav- 
ing purchased  from  the  natives,  through  his  agents  in  the 
colony,  the  lands  on  both  sides  of  the  North  river,  in  the 
immediate  neighborhood  of  Fo7-t  Oravgc,  (now  Alhani/,) 
founded,  in  IGW,  the  Colonie  of  Bcnssclaerwych.  As  linaily 
confirmed  to  him  it  embraced  a  tract  of  country  extending 
twenty-four  miles  in  length  from  north  to  south,  and  twenty- 
eight  in  width  from  east  to  west,  (the  city  of  Albany  being, 
hownver,  excepted  from  its  jurisdiction.)  and  now  compos- 
ing the  counties  of  Albany  and  Rensselaer.  This  was  the 
only  manor,  of  any  great  extent,  founded  under  the  Charter 
of  1020,  within  that  part  of  New  Netherland  which  now 
forms  the  State  of  New  York.  Others  were  afterwards  es- 
tablished on  the  New  Jersey  side  of  the  Hudson,  on  the 
Delaware,  and  on  Slaten  Island.* 

Tiie  system  of  patroonsJiips  was  soon  found,  rather  to  hin- 
der than  to  hasten  the  settlement  of  the  province.  IMisun- 
derstandings  arose  between  the  Palroons  and  the  Directors, 
which,  for  a  long  time,  disturbed  the  quiet,  and  retarded 
the  progress  of  New  Netherland,  and  gave  much  annoyance 
to  the  Company  and  the  States  General.f     They  Avere  tem- 

•  The  following  person",  (also  Directors  of  the  West  India  Company)  estab- 
lished, or  aiten)pted  to  establish,  in  1630,  '•  colonies"  in  New  Netherland  :  Sum- 
uol  God_vn  and  Samuel  Blonniiaert,  the  colonie  of  Zwaenndal,  at  Cape  Plenlo- 
pen  and  Cape  May,  on  both  sides  of  the  South  [Delaware]  river  bay  ;  and  Michael 
Pauw,  the  colonie  of  Pavonia  in  New  Jersey,  on  the  North  river,  opposite  to 
New  Amsterdam.  At  a  later  clay,  IVIyndert  Myndertsen  planted  a  colonic  on 
Newark  bav  in  New  Jersev  ;  ami  Cornelius  Melvn  obtained  a  grant  of  Staten 
Island  fur  the  like  purpose.'  O'Calla^iian,  i.  2')^.'  Adrian  Van  dcr  D-nrk  also 
estfihJLshed  the  colonie  of  Colon  Donck,  on  the  east  bank  of  Hudson's  river,  at 
.'^ptiytcnduyval  creek.  Id.  3;2.  Van  Rensselaer,  Mclyn,  and  Van  der  Donck, 
Were  the  only  Palroons  in  what  is  now  the  State  of  New  York. 

I'y  agreement  between  Van  Rensselaer,  Godyn,  and  Blommaert,  a  cpart- 
nership  in  the  colonic  of  Ren«selaerwyck,  was  formed  between  them  and  some 
tlliT  associates.  The  common  stock  of  the  association  was  divided  into  five 
^h^r^•s,  of  which  Van  Rensselaer  held  two.  By  the  terms  of  the  agreement  he 
hfi'l  the  exclusive  control  of  tl;e  colonic,  and  was  acknowledL'ed  as  Falroon 
IJninwunt,  by  the  other  partners.     O'Callaplian,  i.  121,  125,  1~'T. 

So;ii<-  of  ihe  original  partners  of  Van  Rensselaer,  or  their  heirs,  continued  to 
be  int-rened  in  the  colonie  of  Rcnfselaerwyck  until  lG-^.5,  when  their  iiiierests 
were  exiii!r;ui>hed,  nnd  the  whole  title  vested  in  the  Van  Heii.=selaer  laiuily. 
0  <'.'.'..  i„-':.in,  i.  \-2~,  note. 

t  OCaiia^han,  i.  120,  137,  117, 15S,  ICO,  17?,  li}7. 
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porarily  allayed  by  the  amended  Charter  of  Freedoms  and 
Exeminions  of  1G40,  Vvhich  limited  the  extent  of  future 
colonies  to  one  Dutch  mile  instead  of  four,  on  the  banks 
of  a  navigable  Avaicr,  and  lo  two  miles  in  the  interior;  for- 
bade the  occupation  of  both  banks  of  a  river  by  Patroon- 
ships  opposite  to  each  other ;  and  modified,  in  other  re- 
spects, the  conditions  of  the  first  charter.*  New  difficul- 
ties, liowever,  aftcr\vard.s  sprang-  up  between  the  Falroons 
and  the  local  Government,  which  oitcn  required  the  inter- 
position of  the  authorities  in  Holland,  and  Mhich  finally 
ended  in  the  surrend<r,  by  amicable  arrangement,  of  all 
the  colonies,  except  those  of  ]\ensselacrwyck  and  Colon 
Donck,  to  the  ^yesL  India  Company. 

The  energy  and  paternal  care  of  Van  Rensselaer  were 
conspicuous  in  the  management  of  his  colonic.  By  these 
qualities,  and  by  the  fidelity  of  his  agents,  it  was  preserved 
through  the  Indian  v\-ars,  so  fatal  to  other  plantations,  and 
its  more  important  privileges  were  maintained  until  his 
death,  in  1G4G.  It  then  passed  to  his  oldest  son,  to  whose 
descendent  it  was  afterwards  with  such  of  its  manorial 
incidents  as  were  compatible  with  the  English  law,  con- 
firmed, by  the  grant  of  the  British  Sovereign. f 

The  existence  and  the  success  of  this  colonic  awak- 
ened the  desire,  and  its  confirmation  to  the  Fatroon  fur- 
nished a  precedent,  for  obtaining  from  the  English  Govern- 
ment other  grants  of  the  like  nature.  In  this  way  the 
system  of  manors — a  system  not  well  adapted  to  the  best 
kind  of  colonization,  and  little  suited  to  the  wants  and  in- 
terests of  a  free  State — was  deeply  fixed  in  several  extensive 
districts,  in  some  of  W'hieh,  though  in  forms  greatly  modi- 
fied by  the  revolution  of  1770,  by  subsequent  laM  s,  and  by 
social  changes,  it  still  exists.  J 

»0'Callaghan,i.  219. 

tO'Callaghan,  i.  345.  Reii:-:-eIaerv.'yck  was  confirmeJ  to  Van  Rensjelaer  by 
two  patents  from  the  British  Crown,  one  i;r.inicJ  by  Janics  II.  anJ  tl-.e  other  by 
Queen  Anno. 

X  Besides  the  colonie  or  manor  ot"  Rcnfielaerwyck  above  spoken  of.  another 
manor  of  l;s3  extent,  lyin;;  in  the  now  county  of  Columbia,  was  granted  by  the 
English  Government  to  another  niembi'r  of  the  \'an  Rensselaer  family.  Being 
fionietiines  called  the  Inicer  manor  of  Iveii.-;el:ierwyck,  it  has  been  supposed  by 
some  writers,  to  ha\e  been  a  part  of  th.e  original  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck. 
Its  common  and  appropriate  name  was  tlie  manor  f f  Cl/nerack. 

The  other  nsanor.-*  aliudcd  to  in  the  te.xt,  granted  by  the  En::lish  Government, 
are  tlio  extensive  manor  of  Llvin:;ston,  in  the  county  uf  Columbia  ;  and  the 
manors  of  St.  George,  in  the  county  of  dut'iblk,  of  Foxhall,  in  tlie  county  of  Ul- 
ster, and  of  Cartliindt,  Peihani,  Fordham,  Phiilipsburgh  and  ^carsdale,  in  this 
couniy  of  Westchester. 

Most  if  not  all  of  the  lands  inclulej  in  these  several  manorSj  cicept  the  fust 


2i> 

Fortunately  i'oY  ihs  Pro-s  'nee,  the  Charter  of  Freedoms 
ami  Rycmptioiis  of  3G-30.  aid  not  limit  its  benefits  to  those 
vho  ,isj>ircd  to  ihc  di.stiiietion  orvrerc  equal  to  the  charge, 
of  a  ]^afroc7isI'ijK  It  embraced  another  and  more  de.siral)le 
system  coi»ie'l  Iroin  the  better  instiiations  of  the  father- 
land. Any  individu;tl  was  allowed  to  settle  jicrsonally,  or  by 
his  servants,  in  such  places,  and  on  so  nriuch  land,  as  tlie 
Director  and  Council  might  assign  ;  and  every  such  settler 
\\-as  to  hold,  in  his  own  right,  the  land  he  should  thus 
occupy.* 

Under  this  piovision,  and  with  various  eneonragements, 
from  time  to  time,  afforded  by  the  West  India  Company, 
many  farms  were  taken  up,  and  several  hamlets  and  vil- 
lages established,  in  the  western  part  of  Long  Island,  and 
on  the  ?>''orth  anc'  iNfoliawk  rivers.  A  class  of  independent 
freeholders,  many  of  them  persons  of  substance,  and  some 
of  them  educated  men,  was  thus  drawn  to  J\ew  Nether- 
land  ;  especially  during  the  latter  part  of  the  Dutch  rule. 
Even  after  the  surrender  to  the  English,  immigrants  of  this 
description  from  the  low  countries,  continued  to  seek  in  this 
Province,  homes  for  themselves  and  their  posterity.  jMost 
of  the  flourishing  villages  now  found  in  the  older  parts  of 
the  State,  trace  their  origin  to  this  solid  and  honorable 
stock. f 

The  colonial  government  and  laws  closely  conformed  to 
those  of  Holland.  The  Director  and  his  Council,  in  the 
exercise  of  their  various  powers,  and  especially  in  their 
judicial  functions,  were  aided  by  a  Schout-Fiscaal,  or  Sheriif, 
who  also  acted  as  public  prosecutor  or  Attorney  Gentral. 
They  had  also  a  b'ecretary,  and  a  gc7-echts-l)a(Ic  or  court 
messenger,  and  vaiious  commissaries  and  other  adminis- 
trative officers.  J 

mnnor  of  Rensse'aerwyck  and  tlie  mnnor  of  Livingston,  are  now  held  in  fee 
Biniple  ;  as  are  also  larfje  portions  of  Rcnsselaerwyci^^^  and  Livingston. 

After  Queen  Anne's  time,  no  grants  were  issued  witli  manorial  privilen^es  ; 
but  durini;  her  reign  and  between  that  time  and  the  Revolution,  many  patents 
were  granted  for  exten^^iv^  tracts  of  land,  especially  ia  the  counties  composing 
the  late  third  Senate  district.  These  latter  tracts  having,  in  many  instances, 
bfen  sctihd  under  deeds  reserving  a  perpetual  rent,  or  under  leases  for  three 
lives  r  for  shorter  terms,  and  being  situated  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  manors 
of  Rensselacrwyck  and  Livingston,  their  occupants  have  taken  active  part  in 
the  lawifss  proceedings  commenced  by  ihc  manor  tenanis  in  1S3'.),  and  which, 
for  so  long  a  time,  disturJjed  the  peace  and  dishonored  the  character  of  tho 
district. 

*  Charter  of  1639,  art.  2L     . 

t  (>L"al!a:;han,  i.  .S^3,3')0. 

tO'Callaglmn.i.  lUl— 3,  ISI. 
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By  the  Ohaitcr  of  Freedoms  and  Exemptions,  the  colo- 
nists of  every  .ilass  vvero  to  be  free  from  taxes,  impcsts 
and  other  contribution:;  lor  ten  yciirs,  and  after  that  time 
were  to  pay  such  customs  as  then  existed  in  Holland.  In 
other  rospectr;.  the  spirit  of  monopoly,  \vhieh  then  per- 
vaded the  commercial  reguia,tions  ot"  every  European  State, 
was  conspicuous  in  theso  articles.  Except  in  certain  cases, 
few  in  number  and  strictly  deiined,  the  colonists  were  to  be 
transported  in  the  vess^ils  of  llie  Company,  which  were  also 
to  be  employed  in  all  shipments  to  Europe  ;  they  might 
traffic  with  the  nt-.ti\cs  and  otlicrs,  l)ut  not  in  the  fur  trade, 
which  the  Company  kept  to  itself;  and  all  merchandise 
purchased  by  them  was  to  be  sent  to  the  island  of  ^Man- 
hattan,  and  there  to  ])ay  a  duty  before  it  could  be  sent 
elsewhere.  The  colonists  were  also  expressly  prohibited 
making  any  woollen,  linen,  or  cotton  cloth,  or  weaving  any 
other  stufi",  on  pain,  of  being  banished,  and  of  being  pun- 
ished as  perjurors.* 

llegulaiions  of  internal  police  which  had  the  force  of 
law,  were  prescribed  by  the  orditiances  of  the  Director  and 
Council,  subordinate,  however,  to  the  will  of  the  Amsterdam 
Chamber  of  the  ^V'eot  IndiaCompany,  expressed  in  its  instruc- 
tions or  declared  in  its  decrees.  Laws  of  property,  and  other 
rules  of  jarisprudencp,  civil  and  criminal,  emanated  from 
the  same  local  or  foreign  authorities.  Cases  governed  by 
no  special  provisions,  were  control kd  by  the  Roman  civil 
law,  as  modified  by  tlic  statutes  of  Charles  V.  and  the 
edicts  and  usages  of  Holla nd.f 

Long  before  the  founding  of  the  colony,  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  cities  and  of  ni;iny  cuunniuics  or  townships  in 
the  fatherland  had  aciiuircd  a  good  degree  of  independ- 
ence, both  municipal  and  p<'rsonal,  and  had  come  into  the 
settled  enjoyment  of  various  definite  and  imjjortant  political 
rights.  Among  these  was  tin-  privil'  L:e  of  choosing,  annu- 
ally, a  certain  number  of  ])crons  from  v>hom  the  central 
Government  selected  the  local  magistrates  or  Scfiepens. 
To  these  were  added,  by  the  Gi'vernment,  a  Schout,  a  Secre- 
tary, and  a  ^erechts-hodc  or  courl  messcncrer,  answering  very 
nearly,  to  the  constable  of  the  English  law  and  of  our  own 
times.  In  Amsterdam  and  some  oilier  cities,  Burgomasters, 
answering  to  our  mayors  and  aldermen,  were  chosen  by 

*  This  prohibition  was  abolished  lij' the  amended  Charter  granted  in  IG-lO, 
which  also  nioditled,  in  several  other  respects,  the  provisions  of  the  original 
Charter.     It  is  recited,  at  lencth,by  O'Callaghan,  vol.  i.  pp.  tiVJ — Q^O. 

t  0-Callaghan,  i.  1/0. 
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the  burp;hers,  or  selected  from  nominations  made  by  them.* 
In  the  infancy  of  the  Province,  New  Amsterdam  was  under 
the  rule  of  the  coUjnial  government,  of  whicli  it  was  the 
seat ;  bnt  before  the  surrender  to  the  English,  the  city  of 
New  Ani.sterdain.thc  vilhige  of  Breuckck-n,  (Brooklyn,)  and 
some  other  districts  were  placed  under  municipal  govern- 
ments, conforming,  substantially,  to  the  model  above  de- 
scribed.f 

In  these  little  republics  we  find  the  germs  of  the  town- 
ships into  which  the  state  is  now  subdivided  ;  and  in  their 
functionaries  the  types  of  many  of  our  present  town  and 
county  ollicers.  The  influence  of  this  arrangement  in  the 
production  and  development  of  popular  freedom,  is  practi- 
cally familiar  to  all  Americans;  though  its  philo-^ophy  was 
little  understood,  even  by  us,  until  unfolded  by  De  Tocque- 

*0'Cnllnrr]iDn's  New  Netherlond,  i.  391.392.393.  ii.  40.  Van  Lceuwen's 
Roman  Dutch  Law,  Book  i.  ch.  2.  Sir  William  Temple's  Observations  upon  the 
United  r'rovincfs,  ch.  ii,  Work?,  vol.  i.  30. 

tOCallnghriii.i.  101,  102,  M2,  181,317,381,  382,383,390.  The  righfof 
nomin.Tiing  6f/(f;)ens  and  other  local  magistrates  having  been  granted  to  Ereuck- 
elen  and  otlier  townships,  by  their  respective  charters  fiom  the  Director  and 
Council,  was  enjoyed  by  ihem  many  years  before  it  vas  acquired  by  the  inhab- 
itants of  New  Amsterdam.  O'Cn'llaghan,  i.  393.  Mr.  Danlap  supposes,  and 
other  wrh'-TS  on  hia  authority  have  adopted  the  same  opinion,  (Hist,  of  New 
York.i.  39,40,)  that  the  rii^ht  not  only  of  nominaliiif^  the  nia[;istratc3  called 
Schcpeiis,  but  of  cJiuosing  Burgomasters,  and,  after  the  city  should  contain  200 
inhabitants,  of  choosing  delegates  to  a  represevtaiire  council,  was  granted  to 
the  city  of  New  Amsterdam  in  1623.  lie  even  gives  (H.  Append!.';  V)  a  trans- 
lation of  the  charter  by  which  he  supposes  these  privileges  to  have  bct-n  con- 
ferred. The  oriirinal  of  this  document  is  to  be  found  at  the  end  of  \  an  Der 
Donck"s  New  NctherUind,  where  however,  it  is  given  without  dale,  and  is  not 
referred  to  the  city  of  New  Amsterdam  on  Manhattan  Island.  Van  Der  Donck, 
in  Collections  of  N.  Y.  Mist.  Soc.  2d  Series,  ii.  238.  From  the  language  of 
eome  of  the  articles,  the  translator  supposed  it  to  relate  to  this  city  ;  and  Mr. 
Dunlap  assigns  it,  by  conjecture,  to  the  year  1623.  Finding  no  mention  of  it 
in  the  first  volume  of  O'Callaghan's  history,  a.id  being  perlectly  satisfied  from 
researches  made  by  me  in  the  archives  of  this  city,  that  it  belonged  to  some 
other  date,  if  not  to  some  other  place,  I  applied  to  the  author  of  that  valuable 
work  for  information  respecting  it,  and  on  his  authority  am  enabled  to  state, 
that  it  was  granted  in  1656,  to  a  company  then  formed  for  establishing  a  colonic 
on  the  South  or  Delaware  river,  to  he  called  New  Amstel,  after  one  of  the  manors 
of  Amsterdam,  at  the  place  atterwards  and  still  known  as  Newcastle,  in  the 
State  of  Delaware.  In  his  forthcoming  second  volume,  it  will  be  referred,  by 
satisfactory  proofs,  to  its  true  date  and  place. 

In  a  memorial  of  the  committee  of  the  Gemnente  or  Commonalty  of  New 
Amsterdam,  drawn  up  by  Van  Der  Donck,  and  presented  to  the  States  General 
in  1G49,  they  ask,  among  other  refonns,  for  a  Burgher  or  Munidpnl  ^orern- 
ment  for  the  city  of  New  A!ni=terdam.  In  the  provisional  order  made  on  this 
«Pi  licniion  by  the  States  General,  in  1650,  they  accordingly  grant  to  the  city,  & 
Jiurgher  government,  consisting  of  a  Sc/iout,  two  Burs:omasters,  and  live  Sche- 
fiens;  but  they  appear  to  have  been  appointed,  for  some  tinjc,  by  the  Direc- 
tor General  and  Council.  OCallaghan,  ii.  121.  In  1C53,  and  again  in  KM, 
the  Uurjjoniaitera  and  Schepcns  petiiionui  the  Director  General  and  Council 
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ville.*  The  like  avrarif:':;rnont  existed  from  an  earlier  day, 
and  was  sh3  more  pcrie.-liy  carried  out,  in  the  New  Eng- 
land colonicSc  Vviih  th.o  r.roonipUsbcd  historian  of  the 
United  Stote?,  we  may,  thcrcdure,  v.?!!  suppose,  that  in  the 
establishment  of  this  part  o-"  our  ei\  il  polity,  as  well  as  in 
other  respects,  much  is  due  to  puritan  ideas  brought  into 
New  Netherlard,  by  emigrants  I'rom  Conneeticut.  Yet  the 
origin  of  the  New  York  township  seems  plainly  referable, 
to  the  instituficns  and  the  stock  of  the  fatherland.j 

In  this  connexion,  the  genoral  Ian-  of  succession  and  in- 
heritance may  properly  b"  mentioned.  The  proprietor  had 
the  right  of  disposing  of  his  lancL-;,  as  well  as  of  his  move- 
able property,  by  t'^stament,  with  the  reservations  in  favor 
of  children,  or  other  relatives,  prescribed  by  the  laws  of 

that  they  miiiht  be  allowsJ  the  privilege  of  chco=i;ic^  their  own  ScJiouf,  or,  at 
least,  of  noniinat'n'v  twc,  from  %vhoin  the  selection  should  be  made.  They  also 
ask  that  they  may  be  permitted  to  nominate  a  rloubie  number  of  Burgomasters  and 
Schepen?.  Tlie?e  anplicntio^s  were  denies!  by  the  Director  and  Council,  until 
1658,  when  the  riirht  of  reccmmendinir  their  s-uccesFors  was  vested  in  the  city 
Magistrates.  A  Schout  or  Sheriff,  e.\clti«ively  for  New  Amsterdam,  was  com- 
missioned for  the  tiist  time  in  IGtJO.  The  corporate  existence  and  franchises 
of  the  city  of  New  An.sterdam,  were  reco:;nii^cd  in  tlie  articles  of  capitula- 
tion, and  confirmed  by  Cclonel  Nicolls,  ti:e  fust  English  Governor,  who  in 
16G5,  granted  a  charter  to.  the  inhabitants  unJer  the  administration  of  a 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  sheiifl'.  Smith,  i.  36.  Dunlap,  i.  119.  Tlie  more 
formal  charter  granted  in  16S5,  by  Governor  Don^ran,  refers  to  and  confirms 
the  liberties  and  franchises  anciently  enjoyed  by  the  city  of  New  Amsterdam, 
and  all  grants  made  to  its  i-'c!iout,  Burgomasters  and  Schcpens,  as  well  as  to  its 
Mayor,  Aldermen  and  ShcriO",  &c.  City  Cb.aucr,  Kent's  ed.  3,  4.  Chancellor 
Kent  in  his  notes  on  the  City  Charter  (p.  KJr)  refers  to  an  ordinance  or  grant 
made  by  the  Director  General  and  Council  on  the  :id  February,  1637,  as  a  char- 
ter to  the  city,  evidently  su:ii)o^ing  it  to  be  the  first  ;  and  in  the  journal  of  the 
City  Convention  held  in  lb2d,  it  is  .=pokeii  of  as  the  "  original  chuiter  of  the 
city."  City  Charter,  Kent's  ed.  242.  Tut  by  ii:e  J.  cument  it.^cif,  a  translation 
of  which  may  be  found  in  the  same  boo!:,  (pp.  ~  !'2,  -Hi,)  it  appears  that  the  sole 
object  of  the  grant  was  to  bestow  on  the  inhnbitaiits  more  fully  tlian  had  before 
been  bestowed,  the  privileges  of  both  "  the  stuall  and  great  citizenship,"  and  to 
define  the  qualifications  of  each  c'.uss  of  citizens.  (.-'••>..  cute  p.  15,  note.)  The 
documents  recently  brought  from  Holland  by  Mr.  IJiodhead,  and  the  researches 
of  O'Callajhan,  have  given  us  on  this  poitit,  as  weil  as  on  many  other.'^,  more 
accurate  information  than  we  before  possei^cd,  \si:ii:h  will  be  ^rreatly  e.vtcnded 
by  his  concluding  volume. 

•I'he  writer  of  Junius  concludes  his  preface  to  the  collection  of  his  letters, 
with  a  q-jotation  from  a  foreign  writer.  De  Lolme,  whose  essay  on  the  Ijnglisli 
Constitution  he  recommends  as  "  a  petformaiice,  deep,  solid,  ami  inL'enious." 
Lords  Chatham  and  Camden  bestow  on  it  similar  praise.  It  i.s  net  a  little  re- 
markable, that  the  more  peculiar  and  efiieitni  princi])ies  of  our  American  Con- 
stitutions, should,  in  like  manner,  iiave  been  first  expounded  to  us,  by  a  foreigner, 
writing  in  the  mother  tongue  of  De  l.olme. 

t  Bancroft's  Hist,  of  L'nited  States,  ii.  :>04,  305.  O'Callnghan,  i.  3^3,  avail- 
ing himself  of  the  new  light  shed  on  the  subject,  by  the  llolbnul  documents,  vin- 
dicates the  claims  of  the  Dutch  to  the  parentage  of  the  townsJiip. 
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Holland  ;  if  he  died  without  a  will,  leaving  children  or  re- 
inoter  descendants,  his  estate  passed  to  them.  If  the  intes- 
tate left  no  children,  his  parents,  or  if  neither  of  them  was 
alive,  liis  In'otlurs  and  sisters  or  their  re|)rescntatives,  suc- 
ccciled.  'J'here  was  no  i)refert.-nco  of  males  to  temales,  and 
no  law  of  prinioiieniture  ;  but  as  in  the  New  England  colo- 
nics, the  equal  division  of  estates,  among  all  the  children 
or  other  relatives,  the  best  fomidation  of  a  repuldic,  was 
the  general  rule.* 

As  an  inducement  to  colonization,  the  Coni;)any,  at  an 
early  dav,  jiromiscd  to  supply  the  colonists  with  blacks ;  and 
this,  through  its  comm.ercc  with  Africa  and  with  nations 
engaged  in  the  slave  trade,  it  was  enabled  to  do,  with 
little  inconvenience,  Negro  slavery  was  thus  introduced 
into  the  Province;  but  never,  perhaps,  did  it  exist  in  a  form 
less  objectionable  in  itself,  or  more  useful  to  its  subjects, 
than  among  the  Dutch  eoloiusts  of  New  Netherlaud  and 
their  descendants.! 

\n  the  first  charter  of  Freedoms  and  Exemptions  it  was 
im])lied,  and  in  the  amended  charter  of  IGIO,  expressly  pro- 
vided, that  the  Protestant  religion,  as  expounded  by  the 
.Synod  of  Dort,  and  taught  and  exercised  in. the  Reformed 
Church  in  the  United  Provinces,  was  to  be  maintained  by 
the  Company  and  its  Governors  ;  and  in  the  latter  docu- 
ment it  was  declared,  that  no  other  religion  was  to  be  toler- 
ated or  allowed. J  Yet  both  bi;fore  and  atler  16i0,  many 
Protestant  families  and  individuals,  not  in  communion  with 
the  Dutch  Church,  were  allov/ed  to  settle  in  New  Nelhcr- 
land,  and  were  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  religious 
ri-!;hts.§  The  adnunistration  of  Stuvvesaxt  was  less  liberal 
in  this  respect ;  or  rather,  he  enforced  more  strictly  than 

*  O'Callaghnn,  i.  90.     Van  Leeuwen's  Roman  Dutch  Law,  Book  iii.     Van 
Der  Linden's  Institutes,  Book  i.  chap,  ix.,  ,x. 

+  Article?  of  FreeilomsanJ  Exemptions  of  10:39,  art.  30.  O'Callajrlian,  i.S^l. 
33o.  Mrs.  Grant  of  Laggan,  in  lier  charming  Memoirs  of  an  American  Lady, 
inchules  in  her  picture  of  society  in  IWnv  York  a  century  a£;o,  an  interesting 
notice  of  African  slavery  as  it  then  existed  in  the  Dutcli  f'atnilies.  Witiiin  my 
own  memory,  much  of  the  patriarchal  simplicity  and  kindness  of  the  ia?tiiu:ion, 
OS  described  by  her,  was  to  be  seen  among  the  substantial  farmers  of  my  native 
township  (Kinderhook)  and  the  neighboring  country. 
{  O-Calla^haii,  i.2i!n. 

^  The  Walloons  from  France  and  Belgium,  in  1G34,  were  allowed  to  pottle 
en  Long  Island,  on  terms  more  satisi'ictory  than  they  could  obtain  in  \'ir_';nia. 
Ot-'.nllaL'lnn,  i.  lOi.  During  Kii'h's  time,  and  rfterwards,  many  Qu;ik;.r:f  and 
oif'.fr  scctririi-5.  to  escape  persecution  in  New  En:,'land,  removed  to  New  Neth- 
rrUiul.  M.aOT.  Bancroft,  ii.  303.  In  16:)G,  a  colony  of  Waldeuics,  driven 
by  f:re  ai:d  sword  from  their  mountains  oi  Pieiimont,  found  a  secure  resting 
[lace  in  the  valley  of  the  Hudson.     Baiicro.t't,  ii.  303, 
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his  predecessors,  the  narrow  minded  provisions  of  the  char- 
ter. With  a  noble  inconsistency,  tiie  Company  interposed 
for  the  protection  of  the  persecuted  ;  reproved  the  zeal  of 
their  deputy ;  and  directed  him  to  grant  to  the  Quakers, 
and  every  other  peaceful  citizen,  liberty  of  conscience  and 
the  right  of  private  worship.* 

During  the  Dutch  rule,  there  was, properly  speaking,  no  re- 
presentative assembly.!  Delegates  of  the  commonalty  were, 
however,  on  two  occasions  of  special  moment,  during  the 
administration  of  Kieft,  brought  into  consultation  with  liim 
and  his  Council  ;  and  the  right  and  capacity  of  the  people  to 
advise  in  the  management  of  public  ;illairs,  were  thus  ex])li- 
citly  acknoAvledged  by  their  rulers,  j;  In  10 17,5STUYVEs.\M'and 
his  Council,  under  the  liice  jiressure,  and  in  compliance  with 
the  general  wish,  established  a  permanent  body,  "'Ihe  Nine 
men,"  as  "  tribunes  of  the  j)eople,"  to  give  their  advice 
when  called  on  by  the  Government,  and  to  assist  in  promot- 
ing the  welfare  of  the  country.  For  the  constituting  of 
this  body,  the  commonalty  of  New  Amsterdam  and  other 
placfs  were  to  choose  eighteen  of  their  ''most  expert  and 
reasonable  persons,"  from  whom  the  Director  General  and 
Council  were  to  select  tlirec  for  the  merchants,  three  for 
the  citizens,  and  three  for  the  iarmers.  Like  the  delibera- 
tive assemblies  of  many  European  republics,  the  "Nine 
men"  were  only  to  meet  at  the  call  of  the  Director  and 
Council,  one  of  whom  was  to  preside  over  them;  and  were 
merely  to  advise  upon  such  matters  as  should  be  submitted 
to  them  by  the  Director,  bix  ot  this  body  were  annually 
to  leave  their  seats,  which  were  to  be  tilled  by  the  Direc- 


.,    ,,  »  Bancroft,  ii.  300,  roffi ring  to  the  Albany  Records.     De  Witt,  in  Troceed- 

;     ,        ■  ings  of  N.  Y.  Hist.  Soc.  for  lb44,  p.  73. 

'■  •     "  ■    "  ■  ■^  "Pile  ariicles  of  FreeJoiiis  and  E.xcniptioii?  of  1C29,  authorised  the  colonies 

to  appoint  each  a  deputy  to  give  inl'oruiaticu  to  the  Director  and  Council  ;  one 

of  wliich  depuiics  was  to  be  cliangrd  every  two  yc;irs  ;  but  the  colonics  were  not 

Bufllcienily  numerous  to  bring  to^'cther  a  number  of  deputies  large    enough   to 

constitute  an  a.~.=cmbly,  nor  was  tiiere  one  uniil  April,  1(JL"4. 

'•'-'       '  t  The  first  of  these  occasions  was  in    1  tM  1 ,  wlien  the  "  Twelve  Men"  were 

l!r  ,      chosen  by  the  commonalty,  to  coopcmte  with  the  Director  General  and  Council, 

.yjj*  .  in  obtaining  sntisfuciion  lor  the  murder  of  a  settler  by  an  Indian.     Al'tcr  some 

'      meetings  on  this  subject,  the  twelve  men  proposed  various  reforms  in  the  admin- 

'^'"        *^  '.'     istratio'n,  when  their  future   meetings  were   prohibited  by  K'eft,  as  tending  to 

'!'■■<;,        dangerous  consequences.     O'Callaghan,  i.  21-J-~'1L).     The  other  was  in   1C43, 

.•,1,1    ;,  when  in  anticipation  of  tl-.e   general  Indian  war  wliich   followed  the   barbarous 

ji  ^^  ,        »         massacre  of  the  river  Indians,  perpctraicd  by  the  orders  of  Kieft,  the   "  Eight 

■-         men"  were  chosen  for  tiie  purpcse  of  advising  the  Dirtclur  General  and  Council. 

They  continued  to  act  for  about  a  year,  and   like   the  twelve  proposed  many  re- 

..  forms,  and  not  obtaining   thein,  made  such  urgent  app»-al3  to  the  West  India 

Company  as  finally  to  secure  Uia  recall.     Id.  £t4,  2;^,  3UG,  31U. 


^  ■'*■■■ '■"' 
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tor  and  Cov;noii,.  froni  dovible  the  number  nominated  by  the 
CommonaUy.^ 

T.here  vas  thus  a  gradual  ai>nroarli  to  the  true  idea  of  a 
free,  representative  governmenf. ;  and  from  the  procrress 
made  before  {he  transfer  of  the  Frovince  to  tlie  ]'lngHsh,  it 
is  rensfMiably  certain,  thaf  even  v/ithout  the  new  impulse 
given  ])y  this  event,  the  inhabitants  of  Ncv/  Xethcrhmd 
\vou!d  .soon  have  come  into  the  enjoyment  of  constitutional 
libf'rty. 

With  the  iiicrease  of  pcpuhition  in  the  city  and  town- 
ships, the  inhabitonts  of  both  claimed  a  share  in  the  gov- 
ernment ;  especially  in  the  laying  and  collecting  of  taxes. 
Their  complaints  and  lemonstrances,  drawn  up  by  Van 
Der  Donck  and  '^nforced  by  his  personal  appeals,  procured, 
in  1050,  a  r»artinl  com:iiiance  with  their  demands.  The 
States  General  issued  an  order,  in  which,  along  with  other 
measures  for  the  protection  and  improvement  of  the  Pro- 
vince, it  was  provided,  that  the  local  government  should 
thereafter  be  vested  in  a.  Director  General,  a  Vice-Director, 
and  three  Councillors  ;  the  Director  and  Vice-Director,  and 
one  of  the  Councillors,  to  be  appointed  as  before.  The 
other  two  Councillors  w^re  to  l)e  selected  on  the  part  of 
the  States  General  and  the  West  India  Company,  from  four 
persons  to  be  nominated  by  a  local  convention  consistinir  of 
the  Patroons  of  colonies,  or  their  deputies,  and  of  delegates 
from  the  commonalty;  and  their  terms  of  service  were  to 
be  so  arranged,  that  at  the  end  of  every  two  years,  the 
scat  of  one  should  become  vacant,  and  his  ploee  ))e  supplied 
by  a  new  appointment,  made  on  the  like  nomination.! 

This  concession,  thougli  well  designed,  produced  little 
practical  good.  The  people  continued  to  be  harassed  by 
arbitrary  taxation,  and  other  oppressive  measures.  The 
discontent  became  general,  and  at  length  led,  in  1053,  to 
the  assembling  of  a  convention  of  delegates  from  New 
Amsterdam,  and  irom  Breuckelen  and  the  other  Dutch  vil- 
lages in  the  eastern  part  of  Long  Island,  chosen  freely  by 
the  commonalty,  but  without  the  permission  of  the  Govern- 
ment. They  demanded  a  reform  in  sev^ral  particulars,  and 
especially  that  no  laws  should  be  passed,  nor  any  ollicers 
created,  without  the  consent  of  tlic  people.  Stuvvesaxt 
and  his  Council  dispersed  the  assembly,  and  reprobated  its 
doctrines;    and   the  West  India   Company   ai)proved   and 

•  O'CalinghRD.  ii.  37. 
t  O'Cal.aghan,  ii.  127. 
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commended  their  ill  Judged  and  obstinate  conservatism.  In 
the  inception  of  this  movement,  as  well  as  in  the  proceedings 
of  tlie  Convention,  the  inlluenee  ol'  the  men  and  the  princi- 
ples of  New  England,  was  palpable  and  elfective.  jMany 
of  .the  members  had  emigrated  ivuin  the  east;  the  remon- 
strance of  the  convention  was  from  the  pen  of  George  Bax- 
ter, a  Englishman.* 

■  The  failure  of  this  attempt  only  sliarpened  tlie  desire  for 
popular  enfraiichisemiMit.  'J'hc  eotmnonalty  continued  to 
dispute  the  ordinances  of  the  Dii'cctor  and  his  Council,  and 
to.  demand  as  a  riirlit,  a  shai-e  in  llic  goveriunent.  Tiie  en- 
croachments of  Connecticut  and  the  claims  of  IMassachu- 
setts  on  the  territory  of  the  Province,  the  destruction  of 
Esopus,  and  the  fear  of  further  Indian  hostilities,  compelled 
S'XX'VVESAXT,  in  November,  1G!;3,  to  convene  delegates  t'rom 
the  city  and  the  villages,  antl  to  ask  the  aiil  of  their  united 
councils;  but  as  he  proposed  no  rnl;tri;fiaeut  of  civil  rights 
or  political  privileges,  the  assnuhly  \vt)utd  do  nothing  but 
refer  to  the  States  General.  In  April.  1004,  rumors  of  an 
intended  invasion  by  the  En'ili-h,  in<Tc;is(Ml  the  jierplcxities 
of  the  Director,  nnd  induced  him  to  convene,  for  the  like 
purpose,  a  second  assembly:  but  this  new  source  of  alarm 
to  the  Government,  seems  liltle  to  have  disturbed  the  equa- 
nimity of  the  people.  The  inditlcrenee  and  inaction  of  the 
former  assembly  were  repeatt-d  :  t'i(^  public  delence  was 
devolved  on  the  authorities  in  Holland:  and  as  no  relief 
came  from  that  quarter,  the  way  w  a.s  jircpnrfd  for  the  sur- 
render of  the  Province,  in  ihc  fallowing  Autumn,  to  the 
arms  of  England,  and  the  gov(.rnmrnt  of  .l.\>n:s,  Duke  of 
York.  The  lirmness,  lidelity,  and  vi^Mn-  of  Ntuvvesant,  in 
the  tinal  hour,  command  our  un(iualiiii'd  n'sptct ;  yet  when 
we  consider  the  course  of  his  adin!ni--tralion,  and  the  con- 
dition of  the  CGUirtry,  we  can  .^an-cly  hhune  the  passive 
submission  of  the  burgoma.--ter.s  ot'  .\«\v  Anistcrdam  to  the 
necessities  by  which  th(>y  wvvr  .-nrrouiulcd,  and  we  may 
Well  excuse  "the  ready  a-.-cii;  ol  the  iidiabit:ints  at  lar^je, 
to  a  change  of  rnlc  No  ^n  h  inihii-i  iir(^  can  be  extended 
to  the  treaclu  rous   inva.-ii)n  ot   .\r\v   Nellicrland.     In   the 

•  RancroU,  ii.  3'^C,  307.  30->.  Ilxtrru'U  from  the  roinon=lrance,  with  the 
names  uf  ilie  .-^ii^'Ut-rs,  may  U  >e.-;i  in  Tii  .:r.i-.);r-«  Hisi.  ,,i-  Luivs  I.-laiid,  ii.  Ill, 
11:2,  2J  td.  h  i.iiy  b-  U'lii-.U  e:,!ire  ia  .Wu..,i-s  L,.i,-  ]^|„ul,  p.  1(14  The  pro- 
ceeJintrs  of  !!:c  C.-nvcntioii  wih  be  tii^.rc  tii::y  f^ivcn  in  C)'L"al!:i^;hair3  second 
volume".  Tuenairo.v  (".Ii  •>' "f  th- Co,;.;,  iny  nnl  the  .Kiaii-s  (.ieneral,  on  this 
occasion,  i<  in  .-iiik'n.;  '"I'lUnst  with  !:ie  liiiorality  of  tlit-ir  concessions  in  tlie 
charier  ot  New  Ain^tcl,  i;ranu-J  ajout  ti;c  saaie  time,  and  rekrred  lo  in  u  former 
u.ae.     AUcp-U. 
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history  of  the  royal  ir.grates,  by  whom  it  was  planned,  and 
jbr  whose  beiippl  it  was  perpetialed,  there  are  few  acts 
more  base;  none  more  caarac';oiJs.i<:.* 

'I'he  articles  of  capltuhitioa  sceiired  lo  ail  the  inhabiants, 
thoir  persona!  l)borticsand  estates,  andtoitic  Dutch,  liberty 
of  conscience  in  Divipe  worship  and  church  discipline,  and 
the  ciijoynient  of  their  own  cusTomb  concerni'is;  tlu'ir  iiilierit- 
atieis.  All  inferior  civil  oiiieers  and  magistrates  were  to 
continue,  till  the  ciisiomary  lime  of  new  elections ;  when 
in'W  ones  were  Ic  be  chosen  by  the  inhabitants.  'J'he 
twenty-Mrst  article  expressly  provided,  that  the  town  of 
Manhattan  should  chcose  deputies,  and  that  such  deputies 
should  '•  have  free  voics  in  all  public  alTairs,  as  much  as 
any  other  deputies  ;"  a  provision  which  clearly  implied,  that 
there  should  be  a  repv.-sentative  assembly,  similar  to  the 
assemblies  in.  the  other  colonies.     In  the  proclamation  of 

•  The  States  General,  by  the  treaty  of  Breda,  coucluued  July  21,  1GC7,  ceded 
New  Netherland  to  Great  Britain,  in  lieu  of  Surinam.  After  the  temporary  re- 
sumption of  the  Dutch  rule  consequent  on  the  retaking  of  the  Pro%-ince  in  1G73, 
it  was  a^ain  ceded  by  ihc  States  General  to  the  English,  by  the  treaty  of  T.on- 
don,  concluded  July  9,  iCl-l.  These  cessions  embraced  all  the  territory  claimed 
by  the  Dutch  under  the  name  of  ^'ovum  Belgium  or  New  Neiherland,  wliich.as 
possessf-'ii  at  the  surrender  of  1GG4,  extended  on  the  south  to  the  Delaware  bay  and 
river.  'I'he  Dutch  settlements  in  thi.s  quarter  were  on  both  sides  of  iho  river; 
but  the  most  important  were  on  its  west  bank,  and  chieliy  within  what  now  forms 
the  State  of  Delaware.  Of  these  last,  the  first  was  begun  in  lf..3S,  by  the 
Swedes,  under  ^linuits,  who,  on  being  distnissed  by  the  Dutch  West  India  Com- 
pany, had  entered  the  service  of  Sweden.  O'Callaghan,  i.  l&S.  Kiift  pro- 
tested against  this  encroachment  on  the  territory  of  New  Nctherlnnd  ;  but  with- 
out elfect.  Id.  191,  3G5 — 375.  Other  settlements  followed,  so  that  in  1G.').">,  when 
Stuyvesant  reduced  them  lo  suljeclion,  the  Swedes  on  the  Delaware  nuniU-retl 
about  seven  hundred  souls.  See  J.  ^V.  Beekman's  paper  on  the  Pearly  E'lroj  can 
Colonies  on  the  Delaware,  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  New  York  Hist.  Sec.  fur 
June,  l^i-17,  pp.  b6 — lOS  ;  a  paper  which  will  well  reward  perusal,  not  oiiiy  by 
the  information  it  contains,  but  by  ;he  very  agreeable  manner  iu  which  it  is  com- 
municated. 

In  the  east,  Xew  Netherland,  after  long  controversy,  had  been  limited  by 
the  treaty  of  Hartford,  made  in  ]G50,  v\ith  the  Commissioners  of  the  New 
En:rland  colonies,  as  to  Long  Island,  by  a  line  from  the  westernmost  part  of 
Oysterbay,  south  to  the  sea  ;  and  as  to  the  main  land,  by  a  line  from  the  west 
fide  of  Greenwich  bay,  running  northerly  into  the  country  twenty  miles,  and 
thence  a?  should  be  afterward;  agreed  on,  but  not  witliin  ten  miles  of  Ihul.-un's 
river.  This  arrangement  secujed  to  Connecticut  the  eastern  two-thiri''?  of  Long 
Islaii^d,  and  a  correspondent  portion  of  the  territories  between  Hudson's  river  and 
the  Connecticut.  It  maybe  found  at  length  in  Thompson's  Hist,  of  Lon'.r  Island,  li. 
•>".»■  It  was  to  be  in  force  and  to  be  kept  by  the  parties,  "  until  a  full  and  fmal 
tlfi.-rn^iii^tion  be  agreed  upon  in  Europe,  by  the  two  States  of  En  liand  and 
Uu.stiJ."  It  was  not  ratified  by  the  Slates  General  until  1G,")G  ;  (lb.)  but  was 
obf*T^-cd  by  tlie  authorities  of  New  Netherland,  before  and  afier  that  date  ; 
thoiijii  for  some  years  before  the  surrender,  new  dililculiies  arose  between  them 
and  il.esr  neighbors,  from  the  encroachments  of  the  latter.  Smith,  i.  1:2,  i3. 
DuiiJap.  I.  OC — 114. 
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Col.  Nicolls,  the  deputy  of  the  Dulce  of  York,  which  accom- 
p.'iiiicd  his  summons,  tln'  inha])itanls  were  promised  all  the 
privileges  of  English  subj(>cts  ;  aiul,  in  various  ways,  ex- 
pectations were  held  out,  that  all  the  popular  privileges 
enjoyed  under  the  Dutch,  would  he  greatly  enlarged  by  the 
English  Government.*  We  shall  hrreafler  see  in  what 
manner  these  })romises  and  exjuu-tatifms  were  fulillled. 

I  cannot  leave  this  part  of  my  sui.Jrct.  w  iihout  acknow- 
ledging my  obligations  to  the  author  uf  the  History  of  New 
Netherland  ;  nor  can  1  rr.'rain  ironi  congratulating  my  as- 
sociates and  fellow  eiti/ius.  aiid  (■s[)!cially  such  of  them 
as  are  of  Dutch  extraction,  on  the  appcaiance  of  a  work 
which  promises  to  supply  what  has  so  long  I)een  due,  from 
our  favored  commoiuvealtli,  to  the  memory  and  honor  of  its 
founders.  The  discharge  of  this  diil}-,  thou'uh  it  should  not 
have  been  left  to  a  native  of  Ireland,  coukl  not  have  fallen 
into  better  hands.  It  is  evident  fn.:ii  the  ^olume  alreadv 
publislied,  that  Dr.  O'Calla-han  has  appiicd  hinisc  If  to  his 
laborious  undertaking  with  the  hcaiiincss  and  zeal  which 
belong  to  his  own  i-aee,  and  with  tlu-  patient  diligence,  the 
scrupulous  care,  and  the  strict  intc::rity  which  distinguish 
the  people  to  whose  history  it  n  latcs.  They  who  have 
read  it  will,  I  am  sure,  unite  with  nic,  in  the  hope  that  the 
concluding  volume  may  soon  be  driven  to  the  public,  and 
that  the  entire  work  may  receive  its  liberal  patronage. 

The  ExfTLisir  rule,  from  the  aoi]n!sition  of  tlie  colony  iu 
1GG4,  to  the  era  of  the  American  UrMiiulion,  may  be  con- 
veniently divided,  in  reference  to  our  j)rescnt  subject,  into 
two  general  peiiods.  ^Ve  have,  //V.>-7.  the  I'r.iU'RunwRY  gov- 
ernment, under  the  Duke  of  York,  »  xtniding  to  1GS5,  when 
as  James  II.  he  succeeded  to  the  crown,  and  i!ie  province  of 
New  York  became  a  part  of  its  doaiinions  ;  and  secondhj, 
the  lloYAL  government. 

The  grant  of  Cliarles  II.  of  the  12lh  of  ,AIarch,  IGOl, 
to  "his  dearest  brother"  .Tames,  Ihilve  of  Yoi-lc,  from  which 
the  Proprietary  government  was  dirived,  was  founded  on 
claim  of  title  to  the  whole  v\'  .\i  w  Netherland,  as  a  part 
of  the  American  continent,  lir-t  discovered  and  occupi- 
ed by  the  EnL:li-h.  Trea»iir_r  the  title  of  tlie  Dutch  as 
invalid,  and  their  pa.—t^Moii  ot'  iiah'a  ci^ntury  as  a  lawless 
intrusion  on  the  rich's  ot'  the  I'-i-iu-lj  cruwn.  this  grant  con- 


»  See  the  Articles- aiul  rroclauiauc.:),   ia  ^-miili's  lli3:.  ol"  New  York,  edit,  of 
N.  Y.  Hist.  Soc.  i.  ~\'i,  ~o. 
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vryod  to  tho  Duke  Hudson's  river  and  all  land  from  tlic 
wrst  siilr  orConiKM-ticut  rivt>r  to  tho  cast  side  of  DelaAvare 
bay,  tOLTf  tiirr  with  Loivj;  Island.  With  similar  disregard  of 
praiits  pri'viouslv  made,  it  included  the  seacoast  from  ISt. 
Croix  to  Pfma(iuid,  and  the  hack  country  "  to  tho  river  of 
l\c!ui(I>cck.  and  upward  to  the  river  of  Canada,"  and  the 
i<l.uiils  of  Martin's  ^'i^eyard  and  Nantucket.  These  terri- 
tories were  "rranted  to  the  Dakc,  his  heirs  and  assi;rns  for- 
ever, upon  the  tenure  of  free  and  common  soccage.  and  u])on 
t!ie  yearly  rent,  when  demanded,  of  forty  beaver  skins. 
The  "king  also  grants  to  the  Duke,  his  heirs,  dejnitics,  agents, 
commissioners  and  assigns,  full  and  absolute  power  and 
aulhority,  to  correct,  punish,  pardon,  govern  and  rule  all 
subjects'of  the  English  crown  inhabiting,  or  being,  within 
the  granted  territory,  according  to  such  laws,  ordinances, 
and  directions,  as  the  Duk'e  or  his  assigns  should  establish  : 
and  in  defect  thereof,  in  cases  of  necessity,  "according  to 
the  good  discretions  of  his  deputies,  commissioners,  oflicers, 
or  assigns  ;"  all  such  lav.s  and  proceedings,  howcA'cr,  to  be 
"  as  near  as  conveniently  may  be,  agreeable  to  the  laws, 
statutes  and  governments  of  this  our  realm  of  England."  ■ 

The  commission  of  Ripiiaku  jN'icolls,  dated  in  March, 
ICtil,  made  him  deputy  governor  under  the  Duke  of  York, 
overall  the  territories  of  his  master  in  America ;  but  the 
Duke,  in  the  following  June,  conveyed  to  Lord  lierkeley  and 
Sir  George  Carteret,  in  fee,  the  tract  between  the  rivers 
Hudson  and  Dela\\are,  such  tract  to  be  therealter  called 
Kova  Ca>sarea  or  New  Jersey,  with  all  his  ])owers  of  gov- 
ernment, in  and  over  this  large  and  important  part  of  the 
ancient  j)rovince  of  New  Netherland.f 

The  limits  of  Nicolls's  government  were  also,  soon  afrer 
the  surrender,  defined  and  circumscribed  on  tlie  east,  ^\ith 
a  view  to  the  settlement  of  boundaries  with  the  New  Eng- 
land colonies,  and  in  anticipation  of  the  meditated  assault 
on  New  Nctherland,  a  commission  was  issued  in  Ai->i-il, 
1GG4,  by  Charles  II.  to  Colonel  Nicplls,  in  conjunction  with 

•  ."^ee  the  crant  at  len^di  in  Thompson's  Long  Islan<i,  ii.  303. 

t  Siiiiih,  Iii~t.  of  New  Yiirk,  i.  l.i.  Samuel  Smith's  Hist,  of  New  Jersey, 
CO.  The  ph.Hl::os  <:iven  hy  Nicolis,  before  and  at  the  suncnclcr,  were  fairly  coin- 
I'hfil  with  by  JBerkeley  and  Carteret.  The  grants  and  concessions  made  hy 
i!:f!ii  to  the  settlers  of  Nesv  .Tersey,  were  framed  in  a  jr.sr  and  li;n.'ral  .-pirit,  cor- 
r<.--.'"!-;din_r  with  the  nio&t  cherislu-d  niunimenis  of  Enijii.-h  freedom,  and  nearly 
«•■;■:••!. i:n^^heIno^t  favored  of  the  New  Eniiland  cliarteis.  S.nilh'.'^  Hist,  of  New 
J|-r..'v,  CO,  512.  Bancroft,  ii.  .^It],  .317, 'sr.:— 3t"3.  N)  such  bl-ssincs  were 
alh'iu-d  to  the  inhabitants  of  New  York.  It  was  Ikv^  hifure  liiey  loimd  the 
caiitu'iaiioii  a  truth  ;  and  in  the  interval,  they  had  abundant  occasion  lo  learn, 
how  unsafe  it  i-<,  to  put  one's  trust  in  Princes. 
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Others,  to  determine  all  difFerenccs  concerninE^  the  bounds 
of  the  several  cliarters  and  jurisdictions  granted  to  the  colo- 
nies of  Xe-\v  Ensjhind.  These  commissioners,  soon  after 
the  surrender  of  New  Amsterdam,  decided  that  the  \vhole 
of  Long  Island,  (the  eastern  part  of  wliich  had  been  claimed 
and  exclusively  held,  by  Connecticut,)  should  thenceforward 
belong  to  the  Duke  of  Yoi'k ;  anti  tlicy  settled,  as  the  boun- 
dary between  Connecticut  and  tlie  Didce's  government,  the 
Mamai'oneck  creek  or  river,  and  a  line  from  the  east  side 
of  its  mouth  in  Long  Island  Sound,  north-northwest  to  the 
line  of  iMassachusetts.* 

The  residue  of  the  territory  included  in  the  grant  to  the 
Duke  of  York,  received  from  Nicolls  the  name  of  New- 
York.  This  name  was  also  given  by  him  to  its  metropolis, 
in  lieu  of  New  Amsterdam,  its  fui-mcr  name.f  \Vith  the 
exception  of  Pemaquid  and  the  adjacent  country,  and  the 
islands  of  ]Martin's  or  Martha's  Vineyard  and  Nantucket, 
afterwards  surrendered  to  Massachusetts,  the  boundaries 
of  New  York  on  the  AtlaiUic,  have  ever  since  continued 
■  as  thus  fixed,  j 

>,  *  Smith,  i.  32,34.  ,  ;  -.      ,,,-.,(*■-    '      , 

.  -tSniidi.i.  15,36. 

I  X  The  starting  place  on  Long  Island  Sound,  and  the  northerly  line  therefrom, 

'  being  complained  of,  a  new  agreement  was  made  in  1CS3,  with  the  commission- 

ers of  Connecticut,  hy  whicdi  it  was  au'reed  that  the  division  line  between  Con- 
necticut and  New  York  should  begin  at  the  month  of  13yram  brook  or  river,  and 
should  run  from  that  point  as  iiarticularly  described  in  the  agreement.  Smith, 
i,  243.  This  last  named  place  is  the  present  starting  point  on  J.ong  Island 
Sound,  but  the  whole  eastern  line  between  New  York  and  Connecticut  was  not 
finally  established  until  1731.  The  eastern  line  farther  north  was  settled  with 
iMassachusetts  at  a  still  later  date.  B.-yond  the  nor'hwestern  bounds  of  Massa- 
chusetts, as  claimed  by  Now  York,  it  e.xteiiiled  northerly  to   Canada,  in  such  a 

•*  direction   as  to  include  a  considerable   p:iitif  not  the  v/hole   o!"  the   territory 

vhich  now  fornis  the  State  of  Vermont.  For  a  full  collection  of  the  documents 
relating  to  the  controversy  between  the  Province  and  State  of  New  York,  and 
the  setilers  under  the  New  Hampshire  gr.mts,  up  to  the  final  cession  of  New 
York,  and  her  consent  to  the  admi-sioii  of  the  State  of  Vermont  into  the  Union, 
in  1790,  see  Slade's  Vcrnioiit  State  i'a;icrs,  published  by  direction  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Vermont,  in  1^2.7. 

The  possessions  of  the  Dutch  on  the  west  ba!-;]^  of  the  Delaware,  thoiigli  not 
included  within  the  grant  to  the  Duke  of  York,  ciu-.tinued  under  his  government, 
as  an  appendage  to  ihc  Province  of  New  York,  until  IC-^:.'.  In  that  year  the 
Duke  conveyed  nil  his  right  to  this  territory,  being  the  same  which  was  after- 
wards divided  into  [he  counties  of  Newcastle,  Kent,  and  Susse.x,  and  which  now 
forms  the  State  of  Delaware,  to  William  Penn.  Proud's  Hist,  of  Pennsylvania, 
i.  201,306,  S.^'^,  454. 

For  thebouiuiarics  o(  the  Stale  of  New  York,  as  now  finally  established,  see  the 
statutory  description  of  tiiein  in  the  Pvcvised  Statutes  of  New  York,  i.  »  C2  ;  the 
note  of  t'le  Reviserg,  Id.  iii.,  2d.  c(h'tion,  Appendix  42-2:  the  aL'reement  ^vith 
New  Jersey  of  1-3  I  :  -m^.  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York  coniJrming 
the  same.     Id.  iii,  175. 
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Durin?  the  whole  period  of  tlie  Proprietary  government, 
the  consliditiuiial  liistory  of  the  colony  is  involved  in  much 
obscurity.  No  printing;  presses  bein;;  allowed,  the  otlicial 
acts  of  "the  Ciovernors,  and  Councils  by  which  they  were 
assisted,  were  left  only  in  the  public  records  and  other 
manuscripts;  and  these  were  so  detective,  that  when,  in 
the  middle  of  the  last  century,  the  colonial  le-rislature  re- 
solved to  collect  and  publish  the  acts  of  the  Asscmbl}-,  they 
directed  the  compilers  to  bc<r!n  with  the  acts  of  1(191. 
.'^niitli,  our  earliest  historian,  aliirms  this  to  be  the  era  o( 
Jc:ri_<lation  in  the  colony ;  and  though  he  alludes  to  certain 
laws  previously  passed,  says  they  are  "  for  the  most  part 
rotten,  defaced,  or  lost,"  From  the  researches  of  Bancroft 
and  other  modern  writers,  and  the  publications  of  this  .Soci- 
ety, many  facts,  applicable  to  this  period,  but  not  mentioned 
by  8mith,  may  be  gleaned.  I  shall  select  from  these  vari- 
ous sources,  such  particulars  as  belong  to  my  subject,  and 
may  properly  be  included  in  my  present  sketch. 

The  powers  of  government  granted  by  Charles  II.  to 
the  Duke  of  York,  were,  as  we  have  seen,  limited  only 
by  the  duty  of  conlbrming,  in  their  general  character  and 
administration,  to  the  laws  and  government  of  England — 
a  liniitation  too  vague  to  impose  much  restraint  on  the 
Prince,  or  to  alTord  much  protection  to  his  subjects.  These 
powers  were  delegated  to  Xicolls,  and  he  exercised  them  at 
pleasure;  though,  as  it  would  seem,  with  ])rudence  and 
moderation. 

To  give  to  the  proprietors  of  lands  the  security  of  titles 
conforming  to  the  English  claim  of  original  right,  and  to 
the  tenure  on  which  the  Province  was  held  by  the  Duke  of 
York,  NicoLLS  issued  letters  patent  in  confirmation  of  the 
Dutch  grants.*  He  also  published  conditions  invhing  new 
I)lanters  to  the  Province,  who  were  invited  to  make  pur- 
chases of  the  Indians,  and  assured  of  protection  and  en- 
couragement. The  lands  so  purchased  were  to  be  held  in 
fee,  subject,  after  five  years,  to  public  rates  and  assessments. 
The  settlers,  except  servants  or  day  laborers,  wei'e  to  be 
deemed  freemen ;  and,  in  their  respective  townships,  to 
have  the  free  choice  of  all  officers,  both  civil  and  military ; 
to  make  their  peculiar  laws;  to  decide  all  small  cases 
^vit'iiii  themselves;  and  to  choose  their  own  chrgyman, 
who  was  to  be  paid  by  the  township.  Liberty  of  con- 
science, was,  however,  allowed,  provided  it  was  not  pon- 

'    •i::p.ith.i.  30,41.  '     '  .    '     •       . 


6  .-.;.;;■  rt  .a  f, 


nil 


,iJ\ ;_:<';{ J  jth'    ■•■■■i 


•I      :>r) 


>0.;..:'-.;.ii,^.'.-.1 


■f-     ■i-..ft 


./      ...1.7 


32 


MB-   BUT)-r,R  S  DISJOtJKSE. 


verted  to  Ji.^t^ntiousness  ov  the  dis-turbance  of  others  in  the 
exercise  of  tlic  Protestaot  reiigiou.*^ 

Besides  incorporating  the  city  of  New  York,  with  a 
mayor,  aldermen  and  sherili>  he  al'3o  introduced  in  other 
parts  of  the  province,  such  of  the  Enirli.sh  methods  of  gov- 
ernment as  ho  thought  applicable.  The  people  of  eastern 
Long  Island,  l.-eiag  aceiistomfd,  under  the  charter  of  Con- 
necticut, to  many  of  th'^sc  xncfhods,  and  familiar  with  the 
general  principle::-,  of  the  English  law,  naturally  desired 
their  establishnien:,  in  New  York,  [n  tliis  wish,  the  ivdiab- 
itants  of  the  Dutch  towns,  and  especially  such  of  them  as 
were  of  New  England  origin,  heartily  united.  Nicolls 
wisely  com])lied  wiih  this  general  sentiment,  by  calling  a 
convention  of  delegates  to  be  chosen  by  the  freemen  of  the 
several  tov,nshi])s.  both  Dutch  and  English,  in  tiic  island, 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  their  advice  and  intbrmatiou 
"  in  the  settlement  of  good  and  known  laws,  within  his  gov- 
ernment." They  were  also  to  bring  with  them  evidences 
and  drau:ihts  of  the  limits  of  their  respective  townshijis.f 

This  Convention,  which  met  on  the  8th  of  February, 
1663,  though  it  did  not  represent  the  whole  constituency, 
deserves  particular  notice,  as  the  first  legislative  assembly 
in  the  province.  The  limits  of  the  townships  ^vere  ad- 
justed, and  some  other  local  matters  settled  ;  but  the  most 
important  measure  which  attended  the  meeting,  was  the 
■  promulgation  to  the  Convention,  and,  through  its  members, 
to  the  people,  of  a  body  of  laws  for  their  future  govern- 
ment, prepared  by  Nicolls  and  his  assistants,  and  after- 
wards known  as  "The  Dikl's  Laws."J 

This  code  was  compiled,  for  the  most  part,  from  the  laws 


*  Smith,  i.  39,  edition  of  Hist.  Poc.  gives  a  copy  of  this  document.  It  was 
not  contained  in  the  work  as  oric;ina!ly  published,  and  is  remarkable  for  the  lib- 
trality  of  its  provisions. 

+  See  the  Proclamation  of  Nicoll*,  at  length,  in  Thompson's  Hist,  of  Long 
Island,].  131. 

t  Smith,  i.  41,  speaks  of  this  Convention  as  confined  to  the  adjustment  of 
hmits;  and  thout'h  he  mentions  the  I'^iike's  lav.-s,  docs  not  speak  of  their  jto- 
mulgation  through  its  members.  I'ut  Wood,  in  his  Historical  Sketch  of  Long 
Island,  p.  42,  and  Thompson,  i.  Lll,  113,  say,  that  the  code  was  presented  to 
the  Convention,  and  that  copies  were  delivered  to  the  deputies  and  filed  by  them 
in  *he  dilFcrent  clerks'  olhccs.  Tliey  also  suppose,  that  at  this  meeting.  Long 
Island  was  formed  into  o  shire  by  the  name  of  Yi)rk--iliiie,  and  divided  into  three 
ridings,  and  that  the  names  of  many  of  the  Dutch  towns  were  then  changed.  Tiiese 
writers  point  out  the  mi-take  of  Smith  f  i.  47)  in  supposing  tliat  Lovelace  was  the 
first  who  organized  the  Court  of  Assizes.  "I'his  error,  and  others  of  a  like  na- 
ture, might  easily  be  made  in  1750,  when  Sniith  wrote,  though  so  much  nearer 
the  time  referred  to  ;  for  the  Duke's  laws  were  not  then  printed,  and  having 
been  long  obsolete,  were  not  readily  aecessible. 
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then  in  force  in  the  other  Endis^h  colonics,  but  it  contains 
many  jirovisions  evidently  new:  llie  whole  heing  arranged 
in  alphabetical  or.lcr.  It  was  juihli^hed  only  in  manuscript, 
nml  as  it  was  of  considerable  Icniilh,  but  lew  copies  were 
j.npared.  These  were  deposited,  one  in  the  oliice  of  the 
Coh-nial  J^ecretary,  and  others  in  the  record  oHices  on  Long 
I-^laiid.  Alter  the  retrocession,  in  1074.  it  was  republished 
liy  Ch'v.  Lovelace,  and  tw^o  or  three  copies  have  come  down 
t.'t  thf  present  century.  In  1S09,  it  was,  for  the  first  time, 
I)riiited  by  this  Society,  and  may  be  found  in  the  first  vol- 
ume of  its  collections.  There  is  much  in  it  to  attract  re- 
mark ;  but  I  can  only  stop  to  say,  that  it  authorised  the 
election  of  town  officers;  established  town  courts,  court- of 
sessions,  and  a  court  of  assize — the  latter  to  be  held  once 
a  year  in  ]\ew  York,  by  the  Governor  and  such  magis- 
trates as  he  should  call  to  his  assistance  ;  that  it  assumed, 
throughout,  that  matters  of  religion,  as  well  as  of  trade 
and  politics,  were  subject  to  governmental  rule  ;  and  that 
many  of  its  penal  rtgulations  were  exceedingly  severe.* 

The  Duke's  laws  made  no  provision  tor  a  general  assem- 
bly ;  the  sherilts  and  other  principal  officers  were  a])pointed 
by  the  Governor,  and  held  at  his  -\\  ill  ;  and  the  sam.c  union 
of  executive,  legislative  and  judicial  powers,  which  had 
L^iven  so  much  dissatisfaction  under  the  Dutch  rule,  con- 
tinued to  exist.  NicoLLS  and  his  successor,  Lovn.Acr..  im- 
posed and  levied  taxes,  by  the  aid  of  ofiieers  ap]:>ointed  by 
themselves,  and  without  receiving  or  asking  the  assent  of 
the  ]^eoj)le.t  'ilfi^  system  of  procedure  was  far  from  satis- 
factory to  the   people.     The   Dutch  com})hiined  of  it  as  a 

•  A  synopsis  of  the  civil  and  criminal  laws  oontnined  in  this  code,  and  of  the 
administrative  arrangements  made  by  it,  may  be  found  in  Thompson's  Hist,  of 
Long  Island,  i,  13i2— 143.  As  a  specimen  oi"  the  former  the  following  may  be 
mentioned.  Persons  in  any  wise  denying  the  true  God  and  his  attribute.-,  are 
pup.isiiable  with  death  ;  so  also  are  rhiidron  above  the  age  of  sixteen,  smiting 
tlieir  natural  father  or  mother,  unless  thereto  forced  by  sell  preservation  from 
dvath  or  maiming,  provided  the  complaint  be  made  by  tlie  father  and  mother, 
(and  not  otherwise,)  wlio  are  to  be  SLillicient  witnesses  of  tiie  fact.  No  minister 
of  the  gospel  was  to  be  allowed  to  preach  unliss  licensed  by  the  governor;  and 
iisiaistcrs  of  every  church  to  preach  every  i^unday.and  io  pray  for  the  Kinsr,  Qiie.-n, 
l>uke  of  York  and  the  royal  family  ;  and  to  pray  and  preach  on  the  L*.")t!i  vj  No- 
vember, the  anniversary  of  the  irunpovvder  treason,  and  on  the  biith-day  ol  Charles 
II  and  on  the  30th  of  January,  to  manif.-st  detestation  of  ihe  barbarous  murd.-rof 
C  ;,:r.i.s  I.  of  blessed  memory  ;  but  all  persoi;s  proll.^sing  Christianity  were  to  have 
liberry  of  conscience. 

'1  h<'5e  laws  were  altered  ninl  amended  at  the  General  As.^i/es  h-ld  in  IHCJ, 
IC-M.  li;::>.  and  IfiTG.  .'^loe  ilie  oii-inal  laws  in  Collections  of  N.  Y.  Ilisl.  £oc. 
i.  3i)7— -Ij:  ;  ;,„j  ,,,r  ,!ip  amemuueuts.  Id.  3[IS — 123. 
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violation  of  the  articles  of  capitulation  ;  and  the  English 
were  loud  in  their  remonstrunces.  Nurtured  in  the  spirit 
and  accustomed  to  the  riuhts.  of  Puritan  democracy,  they 
brooked  with  little  patience  the  exercise  of  these  arbitrary 
powers,  and  clamored  tor  the  representative  assemblies  and 
other  free  customs  of  New  England.* 

In  this  state  of  the  public  feclinir,  there  was  little  dispo- 
sition to  aid  Lovelace,  in  defending  tlie  city  or  province, 
when  invaded  by  the  Dutch  fieet  under  Evertse  and 
Bexkes,  to  M'hom  both  Avere  surrendered,  without  a  strug- 
gle, in  August,  1673.  The  people,  except  those  in  the 
eastern  part  of  Long  Island  (who  would  gladly  have  re- 
turned to  the  dominion  of  Connecticut.)  quietly  submitted 
to  the  Dutch  rule,  until  October,  1G74,  when  the  colony  was 
again  and  finally  transferred  to  the  English,  pursuant  to 
the  treaty  of  London. f 

AxDRos?,  the  Governor  to  whom  the  colony  was  surren- 
dered in  1G74,  (afterwards  so  notorious  in  New  England.) 
re-established  the  Dcke's  laws,  and  like  his  predecessors, 
exercised,  alone  or  with  his  council  and  subordinates,  all 
the  powers  of  Government.  In  1G7C,  he  endeavored,  by 
consulting  the  people  as  to  the  amount  of  taxes  they  were 
competent  and  willinrr  to  render,  to  make  the  system  of  tax- 
ation more  acceptable.  But  the  principle  which  forbids 
taxation  except  by  the  free  vote  of  the  ])eople  through  their 
lawful  representatives,  hnd  taken  strong  hold  of  the  public 
mind;  and  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  inhaljitants  continued 
to  increase.  The  impatience  of  the  English  extended  to 
the  Dutch  ;  until,  at  length,  in  1GS2,  both  united  in  a  de- 
mand for  popular  representation,  so  plain  and  urgent,  that 
the  Duke,  who  five  years  belbre  could  "see  no  use  in  as- 
semblies," yielded  to  the  claim.  TiioMAs  Do.vgan,  a  military 
ofiicer  who  sharc^d  his  reliirious  faith  and  enjoyed  his  per- 
sonal conlldence,  was  sent  over  in  the  place  of  Andross, 
with  directions  to  call  a  leirislative  assembly.J 

DoxGA.v  did  not  arrive  until  Auiiust,  1GS3.  He  immediately 
issued  orders  to  the  shcrilisio  summon  the  Irccholders  of  their 

•  Bancroft,  ii.  3i3l,  3i;2,  and  ttie  several  Historical  Sketches  of  Long  Island  ; 
Wood  91 ;  Thompson,  2d  edition,  i.  Ii7. 

t  To  prevent  doubts  as  to  his  title,  the  Duke  ot*  York,  after  (he  treaty,  ob- 
tained Iroin  Charles  II.  a  new  Lrrant,  dated  June  'J'jih,  Ui74,  for  the  taijie  if-rri- 
tories  described  in  the  oriL'inal  iivant  of  lG(i4. 

tSinith,  i.  50.  Bancroft,  ii.  -100.  -JOT,  415.  410.  Dunlap,  i.  1.1.3.  ].'?4.  It 
is  said  that  the  advice  of  Williatii  Penii,  wiio  had  rer-entiy  visited  Now  Voi!;, 
and  who  knesv  the  .state  of  thini^s  existing  there,  had,  on  this  occasion,  a  con- 
trolling iiiJlaciice  with  the  Duke. 
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rrsprctive  ciibtricts,  to  clioot^c  representatives  to  rneet  him 
in  assembly  or,  the  JT-h  of  October,  iOS3,  on  Avliich  day 
tlie  delep:ates  oi^  tlie  p'-cpie  convened  in  this  city.*  The 
ev.-nl  is  memorable,  not  merely  as  the  era  of  re})reseata-^ 
live  government  in  New  York,  but  from  the  character  of 
tlic  laws  wliich  were  tJien  enacted-  Three  of  them — the 
charter  of  liberties  and  privileges — the  act  to  divide  the 
province  and  uepeiideneie.s  into  f-hires  and  counties — and 
the  act  to  settle  eouvis  of  justice — though  not  ))rinted 
until  tlie  present  century,  are  now  easily  accessible,  and 
well  deserve  attention  arid  remark.  By  the  first  of  these 
laws,  the  Supreme  liCgislotive  power  under  ihe  Duke  of 
York,  Lord  proprietor  of  the  province,  was  declared  to  be 
vested  in  a  Governor  and  Council,  and  in  the  People,  met 
in  a  genera]  assembly,  to  be  chosen  by  the  freeholders, 
once  at  least  in  every  three  years,  by  a  majority  of  voices. 
The  usual  privileges  ot  Parliament  were  conferred  on  the 
Assembly  and  its  members  ;  no  tax  was  to  be  levied  with- 
out their  consent;  and  all  the  guaranties  of  life,  liberty 
and  property,  contained  in  JNIagna  Charta,  in  the  petition 
of  right,  and  the  hab<^as  corpus  act — trial  by  jury,  with 
entire  freedom  of  conscience  to  all  Christians,  in  matters  of 
reli'^ion — and  various  other  beneficial  provisions  of  tlie 
English  law — w^ere  proclaimed  and  established  as  the 
rights,  liberties,  and  privileges  of  the  inhabitants  of  New 
York.f 

By  the  second  law,  the  province  is  divided  into  twelve 
counties,  each  of  which  is  divided  into  towns ;  thus  or:;an- 
izing  the  whole  province  upon  that  system  of  townships  to 
wdiich  allusion  was  inade  under  a  former  head  of  this  dis- 
course. { 

The  act  to  settle  courts  of  justice,  established  town  courts, 
to  be  held  by  commissioners  of  the  peace  ;  county  courts  and 
courts  of  oyer  and  tci'miner,  of  criminal  and  civil  jurisdiction, 
to  be  held  by  judges  and  justices  ;  and  a  court  of  chancery, 
M-hich  should  be  deemed  the  supreme  court  of  the  province, 
to  be  held  by  the  Governor  and  Council ;  with  power  to  the 
former  to  depute  a. chancellor  in  his  stead,  and  with  a  riirht 
of  appeal  from  the  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer,  and  from  the 

•  Pmiili,  i.  59,  61.     Bmcroft  ii.  41C. 
^  ■»  ^^-i-  this  Charter,  at  lent^'tli,  in   the  Appendix   to  the  Revised  Laws  uf  ISIH, 
Vol.  ii.  Ajippntlix  iii.  No.  ii. 

;  [{-vi^.nl  Laws  of  1-:L3.  ii.  App.  vi.  No.  3.  Two  of  these  coii:i!io«.  Dakex, 
eon:anii!i4  tii.-  island  of  Nantuciict  and  tlie  neiziiboriiia  i-^bnds,  ntid  Crnnrall, 
coiitai!iiii4  Peinaquid  and  the  tcr'-iioiies  and  i.siands  adjacent,  claiuied  hy  the 
Duke,  wasaftcrwards,aa  mentioned  ante  p.  301  surrendered  to  Massachusetts. 


KesotTi 


■  i     .       ■■■!■.  I       ■ 


,lji.''J  •.>>-!  »(l<.»'i 


30  r-jy.  DLTLEU'S  i)iSCOUi?SF,. 

courr  of  ttba-icery,  lo  the  Kin^,  according  to  a  reservation 
in  the.  lettf-rr,  patent  lo  the  DuKe.* 

These  jiicasures  were  ii.'loved,  in  1GS5  and  1G8G,  by 
charters  to  the  city  of  New  York,  nnd  to  the  city  of  Albany, 
conurming:  to  the  former,  with  important  additions,  the 
rig:hts  it  had  enjoyed  under  the  Dutch,  and  granting  to  both 
all  iiece.-sary  municipal  jjrivHep-e.s  and  powers.  But  the 
assembly  promised  and  provid(>d  for  by  the  Charter  of  Lib- 
erties and  i^'ivileges  of  1GS3,  was 'not  summoned;  the 
Governor  and  Council  continued  to  exercise  leuislative  as 
well  as  execurive  powers;  and  in  lOSo,  when  the  Duke  of 
York  became  James  II.  and  the  royal  government  conmien- 
ced,  a  new  oomniission  was  issued"  to  Do.\c;ax,  by  Avhich  he 
was  empowered,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  his  coun- 
cil, to  enact  ordinanees  for  the  government  of  the  province. 
In  this  commission  lie  was  cxpr(\ssly  enjoined  to  sutler  no 
printing  press  to  be  ])ut  up ;  and  the  same  arbitrary  spirit 
pervaded  olhcrs  of  its  provisions.  These  theoretic  viola- 
tions of  natural  right  and  of  chartered  ])ledges  were  tbl- 
lowed  by  the  total  omission  to  convene  a  general  assembly, 
and  by  ether  oven  acts  of  the  like  stamp. f 

The  great  mass  of  tlie  inhabitants,  both  Dutch  and  Eng- 
lish, were  Proiestants  by  birih,  and  for  the  most  part,  in 
communions  lar  removed  from  the  church  of  Rome.  The 
Charter  of  Lil^'cties  and  Privileges,  in  accordance  with  the 
general  policy  of  James  11.,  had  been  so  framed  as  to  ex- 
tend to  all  Ciu-i.^tians  and  Christian  churches  equal  tolera- 
tion ;  though  ])ul)lic  oliices  could  only  lawfully  be  held  by 
Protestants.  It  \\  ;is  known  that  several  of  the  new  settlers, 
including  the  eoUcetur  and  some  others  of  the  King's  oili- 
cers,  were  lioman  Catholics  ;  and  it  v.-as  generally  believed, 
that  Jesuit  j)riests  had  been,  or  were  to  be,  introduced  into 
the  province.  To  thi^,  t\w  people,  whose  hereditary  aver- 
sion from  the  llomish  iaith  was  greatly  heightened  by  the 
barbarous  pirsecution  then  driving  to  these  shores  the  Hu- 
guenots of  France,  were  utterly  ojjiiosed.  The  popular 
feeling,  by  this  infusion  of  religious  zeal  became  luore  in- 
tense and  inilammable.J 

Similar  abuses  of  the  royal  power,  perpetrated  simulta- 
neously, but  on  a  gi'ander  scale,  at  home,  suon  called  I'orth 
that  torrent  of  j-ublic  indiirnation  by  which  the  dynasty  of 
the  Stuarts  was  overwhelmed  and  Ibrevrr  swept  away. 

•  Revised  I.nws  of  1>13,  ii.  App.  v.ii. 

tTlioinpson,  i.  lti;i,  l(j:j.  , 
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The  revolution  of  IGSS,  thouirh  it  freed  the  British  isles 
from  despotic  sway,  eoniinned  the  throne  in  the  rrotestant 
succession,  placed  it  on  the  narrow  ground  of  ])opular 
consent,  hcdirfd  it  in  with  many  barriers  of  aristocratic 
j)owcr  and  \\h\i  sonie  of  democratic  liberty;  and  tliough  it 
restored  to  the  Xew  England  colonics  their  violated  char- 
ters, brouiz:ht  to  New  York  any  thiin^  but.  irood.  Hailed 
with  jov  by  the  people,  and  especially  l)y  the  Dutch,  wiio 
dtlighte'd  to  resume  their  old  relations  to  a  Prince  of  th(>. 
House  of  Orange,  and  regarded  by  devout  Protestants  as 
the  greatest  of  blessings,  it  was  yet,  by  a  strange  fatality, 
made  the  occasion,  if  not  the  cause,  of  the  foulest  blot  in 
our  colonial  history. 

With  the  first  news  of  the  event,  the  friends  of  constitu- 
tional freedom  here,  acting  under  the  same  high  impulses 
with  their  more  illustrious  compatriots  abroad;  sharing,  in 
an  enual  degree,  their  dread  of  Popery  and  of  arbitrary 
power  ;  and  not  exempt  from  the  like  exciting  prejudices 
and  passions  ;  proceeded,  like  them,  to  take  such  revolution- 
ary measures  as  they  deemed  neces.-^ary  to  the  safety  of  the 
people.  Jacob  Leisli:r,  a  Dutch  burgher,  conspicuous  be- 
fore, for  his  patriotism  and  his  courage,  and  more  daring 
now  than  the  wise  and  prudent  of  the  higher  class,  took 
the  lead  in  these  measures  ;  expelled  Lieutenant  Governor 
KicHoLsoy,  the  successor  of  Dongan  and  the  representative 
ot  James  II.  ;  and  seizing,  with  strong  hand,  the  govern- 
ment of  the  province,  avowed  his  determination  to  hold  it 
for  William  and  ^lary,  the  new  Sovereigns  of  Great  Britain, 
whom  he  also  proclaimed  as  the  Sovereigns  of  New  \ork.' 
Dearly  did  he  answer  for  his  rash  pre-eminence  in  heroic 
virtue. 

In  the  conjuncture  in  which  he  was  placed,  men  wiser, 
more  experienced  and  better  advised  than  he,  would  have 
found  it  dilPicult  to  avoid  mistakes.  Leisler,  imperfectly 
acquainted  with  the  English  tongue,  and  with  English 
usages  and  institutions,  and  necessarily  dependent  for  in- 
formation in  respect  to  them  on  his  son-in-law  IMilborne, 
and  others  of  English  birth  or  extraction,  committed  an 
error,  if  indeed  it  can  be  called  such,  which  proved,  in  the 
hands  of  his  enemies,  the  instrument  of  his  ruin.  In  I  >e- 
cem])er,  1G89,  despatches  arrived  from  the  government  of 
William  an.d  .Mary,  dirccteil  to  *'  Francis  Nicholson.  I-s-inii-c'. 
or  in  his  absence  to  such  as,  for  the   time  being,  take  care 

•  Smith,  i.  SO  ;  Dunlap,  i.  153  ;  Bancroft,  ii.  4.")0. 
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for  preserving  the  peace  and  administering  the  laws,  in 
their  majesties  province  of  New  York,  in  America,"  and 
cmiiov.ering  jXieholson,  or  such  other  as  should  receive 
them,  to  take  upon  liim  the  title  and  command  of  Lieutenant 
Governor  until  further  orders.  Lcislke,  under  the  advice 
and  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  re- 
garded the  letter  as  addressed  to  himself;  and  dropping 
the  title  of  prosidcnt  of  the  committee,  assumed  the  name 
and  authority  of  lieutenant  governor.  i\olhing,  under  the 
circumstances,  was  more  natural  or  more  excusable  than 
this  step  ;  for  Nicholson'  had  lied  from  the  jirovince,  and 
Lei.sler,  though  op])oscd  by  "  people  of  figure"  in  the  city 
of  Nev/  York,  and  i-epudiated  by  the  local  authorities  at  Al- 
bany, had  been,  lor  several  months,  in  the  actual  exercise 
of  the  chief  executive  power,  with  the  full  consent  of  the 
great  mass  of  the  inhabitants,  lie  had,  moreover,  at  the 
time  the  des})atehes  n.-ached  this  city,  the  hearty  support  of 
the  common  council  then  recently  elected,  as  well  as  of  tlio 
local  magistrates  in  the  southern  parts  of  the  province  ; 
and  they  also  concurrc  d  in  the  propriety  of  his  assuming 
and  exercising  the  functions  ol  lieutenant  governor.  As  a 
consequence  of  this  measure,  he  refused,  and  if  the  meas- 
ure was  itself  lawful,  properly  refused,  to  surrender  to  cap- 
tain Ingoldsb)-,  on  his  arrival  with  a  company  of  English 
soldiers,  in  January,  10!)1,  the  possession  of  Fort  William, 
and  the  governnK^iit  of  the  province.  Whatever  we  may 
think  of  the  \\isdoni  of  his  refusal,  the  pledge  by  which  it 
was  accompanied,  tiiat  the  fort  and  province  should  be 
delivered  up  to  .SLoeeiiTr.R,  the  newly  commissioned  gov- 
ernor, (whose  ap[)oiiitnient  and  approach  wer(^  heralded  by 
Ingoldsby,)  and  llu'  [)ronipt  redemi)tion  of  this  jikd^e,  though 
powerless,  at  the  time,  to  prevent  his  condemnation,  should 
be  sufficient,  at  this  day,  to  protect  his  motives  from  sus- 
picion and  his  memory  irom  reproach.  * 

Yielding  to  the  iniluences  by  which  he  was  surrounded, 
Slolchtku,  by  a  s])ecial   ordinance,  immediately   erected  a 

*  It  would  seem  from  Smiih  (i.  96)  that  Leislcr  refused  to  deliver  up  the  fort 
to  Sloughter  ;  but  his  .iccount  of  Lei-:lcr's  movement  and  proceedings  is  one 
of  the  most  unsiiti-lhctcry  portions  ot  his  work.  Bancroft  and  Uunlap,  tlie 
latter  of  whom  apjiears  very  thoroiis,'hly  to  have  investigated  the  subject,  both 
say,  that  on  th.e  very  evening  of  tjiongiiter's  arrival,  Leisler  (then  besieged  in 
the  fort  by  Ingoldsby)  sent  messengers  to  receive  his  orders  ;  and  as  they  were 
detaintd  as  prisoners,  he  addressed  u  letter  the  next  day,  to  Sloughter,  (given  at 
length  by  Dunlap,)  asking  to  sshoni  he  should  surrender  the  fort.  The  letter 
was  unanswered  t.\cept  by  the  inimetliate  arrest  of  Leisler  and  his  Council. 
Bancroft,  ii.  53,  54.     J)unlap,  i.  i>lJ2— -x!U5. 
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court,  for  the  trirtl  of  Lessler  c-nd  the  members  of  his  coun- 
cil. Arraignfd  be.'brc  ihis  tvibanal,  which  was  wholly 
conipo-sed  of  his  )):'rsoii.'»-I  ciien'tf  s,  on  £i  cho.rge  of  hii;h 
trcnsori  a2:aiii.-t  ^V'illiam  and  iMar},  Lelsler  denied  the 
competency  of  the  governor  to  create  saeh  a  court  for  his 
trial,  lie  tliereiove  reiVi>?e(i  to  plead,  and  in  eoulormity  to 
the  act  tu  settle  courts  of  justice,  of  10S3,  appealed  to  the 
KiiiLj  and  Queen  in  Council,  jlilborne,  his  son-indaw,  did 
the  .same  ;  their  appeal  was  disregarded  by  the  court,  and 
ihey  were  both  convicted  as  traitors  and  sentenced  to  death, 
I'lie  other  prisoners,  six  in  number,  pleaded,  and  were  tried 
and  convicted ;  but  reprieved  and  subsequently  pardoned.* 
ISlol-giitcr,  left  to  himself,  would  probably  have  .spared 
Leislek  and  ]M[lsorne  :  but  the  Assembly,  summoned  im- 
mediatcdy  on  his  arrival,  and  chosen  under  influences  fatal 
to  the  fair  expression  of  the  popular  will,  was  composed  of 
their  enemies,  and  by  several  resolves  urged  their  execu- 
tion. Sloughter,  though  profligate  and  venal,  w-as  indis- 
posed to  such  needless  cruelty;  and,  therefore,  says  Smith, 
"  when  no  other  measures  could  prevail  with  the  governor, 
tradition  informs  us,  that  a  sumptuous  feast  was  prepared, 
to  which  he  was  invited.  When  his  excellency's  reason 
was  drowricd  in  his  eups,  the  entreaties  of  the  company 
I)revailed  with  him  to  sign  the  death  warrant ;  and  before 
he  recovered  his  senses  the  prisoners  were  executed."'! 
■  Thus  fell,  by  a  judicial  murder,  base  and  cruel  as  any 
which  history  relates,  J.^cob  Leisler  and  Jacob  IMiLnouvE — 
men  branded  by  the  aristocracy  of  their  day,  both  \\higs 
and  tories,  with  the  name  and"  guilt  of  traitors,  and  de- 
.scribed  by  them,  in  contemporary  accounts  (and  this,  j)er- 
hai)s,  may  go  far  to  exi)lain  the  tragedy)  as  belonging  "to 
the  meaner  ^ort  of  the  inhabitants."  The  obscurity  in  whieh 
some  of  the  more  'important  lacts  were  left  by  Smith,  our 
lirst  historian — who,  though  he  condemns  the  mockery  of  tlie 
trial  and  the  grossness  of  the  execution,  displays  little  sym- 
pathy ibr  the  victims — tended,  for  a  long  season,  to  bceloud 
the  judgment  of  posterity,  tunl  to  fasten  upon  Leisler  the 
opprobrium  of  heading  a  criminal  insurreetion.     The  pre- 

•  Siiiith  says  of  this  court,  tlint  the  jii'Iges,  instead  ofileciding  forthemselvea 
whfih'.T  Leisler  was  jUstifuAie  in  treatinsr  the  British  despatches  as  adJre,-<cd 
lo  hiiiisi-lf  and  acting  under  llicm,  rt-tcried  the  question  to  SLOUiiiirEK  arij  hJ3 
Coujicil,  and  on  receiving  an  answer  in  the  negative,  decided  tiiat  all  I.r.ist.Ea's 
procee>iiiii:s  were  illegal  anJ  treasonable,  and  accordingly  gave  judgment  against 
the  pr:s'. tiers,     i.  07.  ■ 

t  tfniiih,  i.  103. 
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sent  age — thanks  to  our  plain  but  laborious  annalist,  and 
more  especially  to  a  gifted  member  of  our  own  Society — 
has  recalled  the  sentence,  and  atoned  for  the  injustice,  of 
its  predecessors.* 

Ihe  same  Assembly  \vhich  pressed  the  execution  of  Leis- 
ler  and  ]Milborne,  passed  t>n  act  fur  the  pardon  of  all  others 
who  had  been  active  in  the  late  disorders  ;  declared,  in  the 
strongest  terms,  its  adiicsion  to  William  and  I\Iary  ;  and 
passed  several  laws  for  settling  and  regulating  the  govern- 
ment of  the  province.  Of  these,  the  most  important  was 
an  act  "declaring  what  ore  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
their  majesties'  subjects,  inhabitinir  within  this  province  of 
New  York."  This  act,  in  respect  to  political  matters,  was 
in  almost  the  same  words  as  the  Chaiter  of  Liberties  and 
Privileges,  passed  in  lGs;3.  It,  however,  differed  from  that 
law  in  extending  free  toleration  in  religion  to  Protestants 


»  Diinlap,  in  lii«  History  of  New  York,  i.  15-2— 211,  give?  n  very  full  acconnt  of 
all  the  facts,  many  of  which  he  has  cJrawn  from  the  documents  ot  the  New  York 
Historical  Society. 

C.  F.  Ilotlman's  "  Administration  of  Jacob  Leisler,  a  chapter  in  American 
History,"  in  Sparks'  Library  ot  Auicricnu  Biography,  2d  series,  vol.  iii.  vindi- 
cates, with  spirit  and  success,  tlie  character  of  Leislee,  and  has  secured  him  a 
place  among  American  worthies. 

Leisi.er's  administration  may  be  regarded  as  commencing  with  his  appoint- 
ment, by  the  Committee  of  Safety,  to  the  command  of  Fort  .Tames,  or  as  called 
by  him," Fort  William,  June  Sth,  lt;>9.  It  continued,  nominally,  until  the  ar- 
rival of  Governor  Si.ouanTER,  ^I;irc!i  19,  KiJl,  though  for  several  weeks  imme- 
diately preceding,  Leisi.ek  was  shut  tip  in  Fort  William,  and  closely  besieged  by 
Captain  Ingoklsby. 

The  attainders  of  Leisi.er  and  IMiT.non.N'E  were  reversed  in  iCDBby  act  of  Par- 
liament. Their  bones  had  bef)rc  been  taken  up  and  buried,  with  appropriate 
honors,  in  the  Dutch  church.     Siuitli,  i.  1U4,  1-10. 

V^ioient  measures  multipily  tliem-elves,  not  merely  by  the  necessity  they  beget 
for  supporting  them  by  like  measures,  and  by  their  inihience  as  precedents,  but 
by  the  retaliatory  act?  to  which  they  lend.  An  outrage  of  this  latter  description 
occurred  in  1702,  under  the  government  of  Licuten.int  Governor  Na.nfan.  The 
friends  of  Leisler  having  then  a  majority  in  the  As.-eiiibly,  and  having  the  sup- 
port of  the  lieutenant  governor  and  council,  Nicholas  IJayanl,  who  had  been  one 
of  the  most  a.tive  in  the  destruction  of  Leisler,  caused  addresses  to  King  Wil- 
liam, to  the  I'arliaiiient,  and  to  Lord  Cornbury,  (who  had  been  commissioned 
as  Governor, and  was  shortly  expected  in  New  York.)  to  be  prepared  and  signed 
at  a  public  meeting  of  tiie  adherents  of  his  party.  In  ihe^e  papers,  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Leisler  [)arty  and  of  the  lieutenant  governor  and  council  were  severely 
censured.  For  this  act.  Bayard  was  indicted  for  liicrli  treason,  convicted  and 
sentenced,  and  narrowly  escaped  execution,  'i'he  conduct  of  the  court,  and  es- 
pecially of  Atwood,  tiie  chief  justice,  is  a  faitlilul  ccpy  of  the  methods  adopted 
by  Scroggs  and  Jellries.  Seethe  trial,  xiv.  Iloweli's  State  Trials,  471.  John 
Hutchins,  who  assisted  Bayard  in  his  movement,  v.'as  also  tried,  convicted  and 
condemned  for  the  same  offence.  N.\nfan  granted  a  reprieve  until  the  arrival 
of  Lord  Cornbury,  when  the  prisoners  were  pardoned  and  their  attainders  re- 
versed.    Id.  51 C. 
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only,  and  in  cxprest^ly  Kubjec*in:r  Roman  Catholics  to  the 
tlisabilitics  prescribed  in  ^be  En.'di.-h  slJirafes.'^ 

This  act  of  J.GtU  was  repoalcd  by  Kin!^  WilUam.f  Yet 
so  late  as  tlie  year  1725,  it  continued  to  bn  printed  in  the 
editions  of  the  eolnsiial  laws,  pr.blished  in  New  York;  and 
the  rii^hts  which  it  claimed,  were  uniformly  asserted  by  the 
people;  and  never  relinquished  by  the  Assemblies.  As  the 
Ibrnier  increased  iu  numbers  and  i:Ttolligencc,  and  the  lat- 
ter ijaincd  confidence  and  stren2;th,  these  claims  to  English 
riirhts  and  liberties  becarue,  with  both,  the  rallyinij  point  of 
opposition  to  the  Crown  and  the  Parliament. 

We  have  now  reached  the  confines  of  recorded  legisla- 
tion and  authentic  history;  audi  shall  therefore,  content 
myself,  with  a  rapid  glance  at  some  of  the  remaining  topics 
and  occurrences  belonging  to  this  ])ovtion  of  my  subject. 

The  colonial  govern nient,  as  settled  in  1G91,  and  as  sub- 
stantiall}'  continued  until  the  revolution  of  1770,  was  vested 
in  a  Governor,  appointed  by  the  King's  commission  and 
holding  at  his  pleasure ;  a  Council,  consisting  at  first  of 
seven  but  afterwards  increased  to  twelve  members  ;  and  a 
General  Assembly,  chosen  by  the  freeholders  of  the  several 
counties.  No  formal  charier,  like  those  held  by  the  New 
England  colonies,  having  ever  been  granted  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  New  York,  and  the  act  of  1C91  being  rejected  by 
the  King,  it  was  the  theory  of  the  Governors,  and  their 
superiors,  that  all  the  immunities  enjoyed  by  the  Peojile, 
not  only  flowed  from,  but  were  absolutely  dependent  on,  the 
grace  and  will  of  the  Crown.     Their  commissions  and  in- 


•  It  was  unr\nimoiisly  resolved  by  this  Assembly  tbat  all  the  laws  consented  to 
by  the  General  Assembly,  under  James,  Duke  of  York,  and  also  the  several  or- 
dinances made  by  the  late  Governors  and  Councils,  were  null  and  void,  the  Jornier 
because  they  were  not  observed  and  ratified  by  the  Duke  nor  by  the  late  Ki[i!i, 
nnd  the  latter  as  contrary  to  the  English  constitution  and  the  government  of  the 
otiier  plantations  in  America.  In  accordance  with  this  resolve,  the  first  pritited 
collrctiou  of  the  Colonial  Laws,  and  all  subsequent  collections  commenced  with 
the  acts  passed  by  this  Assembly,  which  was  regarded  as  the  true  era  of  legisla- 
tion in  the  Province.  Smith,  i.  [)S,  note.  Smith,  however,  calls  attention  to  the 
fact,  that  the  laws  passed  before  1091  were  never  formally  repealed  ;  and  inti- 
mates that  one  design  of  the  resolution  was  to  get  rid  of  an  act  which  gave  a 
peri'^'^'isl  revenue  to  the  Crown,  and  to  introduce  in  its  stead  an  act  granting  a 
temporary  supnly.  i.  lOl.  It  muy,  I  think,  be  well  suspected,  that  this  Assem- 
bly had  other  and  more  potent  reasons  for  the  e.'ctraordinary  acknowlcdirmetit, 
that  all  former  ects  of  Assembly  and  other  laws  and  ordinances,  were  vuid  and 
of  no  elTt'Ct.  If  they  were  in  force,  all  the  proceedings  in  the  ca.se  of  Leisler 
and  his  as-sociatcs  were  null  and  void,  not  merely  because  contrary  to  the  modes  of 
procedure  est3bli>:hed  by  the  former  luws,  but  becanse  of  the  illegaliiy  and  utter 
incompetence  of  the  court  in  which  they  were  had. 

t  Smith,  i.  10?. 
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structions  seem  to  have  been  framed  upon  this  basis  ;  and 
they  were  aecordingly  invested  with  "  a  vast  plenitude  of 
power."* 

The  councillors  niiuht  be  appointed  and  suspended  by  the 
Governor  until  the  Kiiii:;'s  pleasure  should  be  known  ;  Imt 
were  more  properly  appointed  by  the  Kiiiir's  mandamus  and 
sign  manual.  Thry  ibrmcd  a  privy  council  to  the  Governor ; 
had  a  legislative  jiuwer,  analogous  to  that  of  the  House  of 
Lords  ;  and  like  that  body,  they  also  formed  the  court  of 
li'.st  resort.f 

Assemblies  were  chosen  upon  writs  of  election  issued  by 
the  Governor,  and  at  first  without  limitation  of  time.  In 
1737,  they  were  restricted  by  a  colonial  act  to  three  years  ; 
but  this  law  was  the  next  year  repealed  by  George  II.  In 
1743,  a  scpteimial  law  was  passed  which  continued  in 
force  until  the  revolution. J 

The  Governor  had  an  absolute  negative  on  all  bills  pass- 
ed by  the  Assembly  and  Council,  and  also  the  power  of 
proroguing  and  dissolving  the  Assembly.  All  laws  passed 
by  the  Colonial  Legislature  were  to  be  submitted  to  the 
King,  for  his  approbation  or  disallowance  ;  and  such  as  he 
disapj)roved,  became  void — a  prerogative  which,  in  theory, 
placed  the  Province  at  the  mercy  of  the  crown,  and  which, 
in  practice,  was  often  exercised.^ 

•  Smith,  i.  ~95,  307,  Appendix,  chnpter  5.  The  commission  and  instructions 
of  Queen  Anne  to  Lord  Conibury  (1700-3)  ini[ily  an  absolute  control,  in  the 
Crown,  over  all  the  great  interests  of  society.  Liberty  of  conscience  was  to  be 
extended  to  all  persons,  except  Papists,  provided  they  are  content  witli  its  quiet 
and  peaceable  eiijoynu'iu,  and  give  no  otlence  or  scandal  to  the  Government. 
The  Churcli  of  F^iurland,  as  by  law  esiabli.-bed,  was  to  be  recognised  by  the 
Government  and  maiiuained  at  the  coninioyi  charge  ;  and,  for  ecclesiastical  pur- 
poses, the  colony  was  placed  under  the  jurisdic-tiou  of  the  Bishop  of  London.  No 
schoolmaster  thereai'ter  to  come  from  England,  could  be  employed,  unless  he 
brought  with  him  the  license  of  the  Bi^liop  ;  and  no  person  then  in  the  colony, 
or  coming  within  it,  from  other  parts,  could  be  permitted  to  keep  school,  without 
license  from  ilie  Governor.  The  illiberal  acts  of  trade  and  navigation  are  to  be 
strictly  put  in  execution  ;  Captains  of  her  .Majesty's  .ships,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Governor,  are  to  have  the  power  of  iniprcssing  seamen  ;  the  Assembly  is  to 
be  urged  to  make  competent  provision  lor  the  support  of  Government ;  and  to 
prevent  inconvenience  from  the  liberty  of  printing,  the  Governor  is  to  provide, 
that  710  person  keep  any  press  for  printing,  and  that  no  book,  pamidilet  or  other 
matter  whatever,  I'e  printed,  witliout  his  especial  leave  and  license  first  obtained. 
The  commission  and  instructions  for  New  Jersey  (of  wliich  Lord  Cornbury  v.-as 
also  Governurl  miy  be  found  in  S.  Smith's  Hist,  of  New  Jersey,  i.  iJ3l) — 261. 
Copious  extracts  f'Mu  those  for  New  York  have  been  recently  published  in 
luany  of  our  newspapers. 

t  Smith,!.  ."iOo. 

}  Smith,  i.  307,  and  tlic  acta  in  the  Colonial  Statutes  under  the  dates  nnnied. 

§  The  titles  of  some  of  the  Provincial  acts  repealed,  from  time  to  time,  by  the 
Crownj  will  very  slgni.»icantly  illustrate  the  nature  of  this  prerogative,  and  the 
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The  rrvcr.ue  act  for  dcfravin;^  the  expanses  of  the  Pro- 
vinci',  passed  by  tho  AsscrnMy  oi  XQ'.H,  was  liiiiited  to  two 
years.  In  lODIi,  harassed  by  the  iiViporfvmities  and  dra- 
<:ooncd  by  the  violeiice  of  Fletciif.u,  t)ic  Assembly  granted 
a  revenue  lor  five  years :  but  in  consequenee  of  the  '*  em- 
bezzlements" of  Lord  CoRNBir^Y,  sueh  p:rants  were  after- 
wards reduced  to  a  shorter  term.*  In  1737,  the  Assembly 
refust'd  to  make  provision  for  any  longer  time  than  one 
year:  and  to  this  resolation  they  adhered  until  the  revo- 
lution.f 

The  law  of  the  Provlnee,  in  cases  not  provided  for  by 
colonial  legislation,  was  understood  to  be  that  of  England, 
so  far  as  it  applied  to  the  condition  and  circumstances  of 
the  colonists;  but  the  courts  exercised  an  almost  unlimited 
discretion,  in  determining  what  parts  of  the  common  and 
statute  law  of  England  were  in  force.  During  the  whole 
period  of  the  British  rule,  this  important  subject  was  in- 
volved in  much  uncertainty  ;  and  many  were  the  questions 
and  controversies,  especially  on  ecclesiastical  matters,  to 
which  this  uncertainty  gave  rise. J 

The  English  law  of  primogeniture  and  the  other  pecu- 
liarities of  the  English  law  concerning  estates  in  lands, 
seem,  however,  to  have  come  into  general  operation  imme- 
diately after  the  surrender — notwithstanding  the  [)rovision 
in  the  articles  of  capitulation,  that  "the  Dutch  should  en- 
joy their  own  customs  conccrnins:  their  inheritances."  At 
all  events,  this  part  of  the  English  law  M'as  firmly  estab- 
lished in  the  Province,  as  early  as  1G83  ;  and  it  continued 
in  force  until  after  the  revolution  of  1776. § 

principle  on  which  it  was  n«ed.  The  repeal  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  and  rrivilcfies 
of  ItJIJl,  has  been  mentioned  in  the  text.  The  following  acts  passed  in  1702, 
170S  and  17U9,  were  promptly  repealed  by  Queen  Anne — An  act  for  augment- 
ing the  numhers  of  the  representatives  in  the  colonial  assembly  :  an  act  declaring; 
and  contlmiing  the  liberties  of  the  city  of  New  York,  in  the  election  of  thejr 
tiKif^'istrates  ;  an  act  to  relieve  the  colony  from  divers  irregularities  and  ex- 
tortions; and  an  act  for  regulating  and  establishing  fees.  Van  Schaack's  ed. 
of  Colonial  Lawp,  i.  47,  75,  76. 

•  Smith,  i.  .307.  ,        ,     |.i,.„  ,... 

t  lb.  and  the  annual  supply  bills.  •  ' 

J^mitli.i.  163;   2.18  ;  2S4-29-i. 

^  The  Chaiter  of  Liberties  and  Privilesies  of  1G53,  e.xpressly  provided,  that 
from  thenceforward  no  lands  within  this  Province  should  be  accounted  a  ciiattel  or 
|>erf"oiial  csiate,  but  an  estate  of  inheritance  according  to  the  customs  and  prac- 
tice of  Kngland  ;  and  it  contained  many  other  provisions  wliicii  proceeded  on 
the  assumption,  that  the  English  law  of  real  estates  was  in  force.  'I'he  rule  of 
pucces.-ion  as  to  lands  of  the  Dutch  inhabitants,  between  KJGland  IG.-S,  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  settled  by  any  authoritative  decision  of  our  courts  ;  but 
Chancellor  Wa;worth  has  expressed  the  opinion,  (17  Wendell,  oft",)  and  higher 
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The  Assembly  of  1G91  passed  a  temporary  act  establish- 
ing courts  of  justice,  which  was,  from  time  to  time,  re- 
newed until  1007.  In  JNIay,  1G9S,  Lord  Bellamont,  then 
Governor  of  the  Province,  with  the  advice  of  Ids  Council, 
issued  an  ordinance  embracin.ix  tlie  substance  of  the  ex- 
pired act,  but  with  some  lurthor  j)ru visions.  This  ordinance 
recognised  or  constituted  the  tulhn\-ing  courts  and  magis- 
trates :  a  Supreme  Court,  with  civil  and  criminal  jurisdic- 
tion, the  justices  of  which  were  also  to  hold  Circuit  Courts, 
with  commissions  of  oyer  and  ternuner,  in  the  several  coun- 
ties ;  a  Court  of  Common  Pleas  and  a  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  in  each  county  ;  the  courts  of  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  in  the  cities  of  New  York  and  Al- 
bany ;  and  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the  towns  >Yith  juris- 
diction in  small  cases. ^ 

In  1701,  a  Court  of  Chancery,  to  consist  of  the  Governor 
and  Council,  or-  any  two  of  the  Board,  foi-  the  time  being, 
-  was,  in  like  manner,  esta))lishcd  by  an  ordinance  of  Lieu- 

tenant Governor  NANFAN-.f  Soon  after,  the  powers  of  this 
Court  were  vested,  by  ordinance,  in  the  Governor  alone, 
who  continuetl  to  e.MMcise  them  until  the  revolution.  He 
also  exercised,  by  delegate,  the  powers  of  a  Prerogative 
Court,  in  cases  of  wills  and  intesfacy.J  At  a  later  day,  a 
Court  of  Admiralty  was  established,  by  commission  under 
seal  of  the  English  i\.dmiralty.§ 

•  The  establishment  of  the  higher  courts,  by  ordinance, 
without  the  aid,  intervention,  or  assent  of  the  Legislature, 
was  always  complained  of  by  tlie  People  and  their  repre- 

living  authority  on  such  a  point   cannot  now  (April,  1848)  be  named,  that  the 

laws  of  CnjlanJ  took  t-ticct  in  this  colony,  fo  far  as  applicable  to  its  condition, 

on  the  instant  of  the  surrender  ;  and  that  as  theiirant  of  Charles  II.  to  the  Duke 

It;:  of  York  expressly  declared,  tiiat  the  laws  of  the  Province  should  be  agreeable  to 

.y  the  laws  and  statutes  of  England,  the  Duke  had  no  power  to  retain  the  ancient 

Dutch  lavs.     In  the  final  scitlenieni  ot  tliis  question,  it  will  be  necessary  to  ex- 

'  •  amine,  with  great  care,  the  liistorical    facts  and  documents  connected  with   i!« 

^V  epoch  to  which  it  refers — a  consideration  wiiich  may  show  the  impoitance,  to  the 

^>^•|  lawyer  as  well  as  to  the  aniiiinarian,  of  researches  like  tlie  present. 

*  See  the  ordinance  in   Revised  Laws  of  1M3,  ii.   Apj).  No.  5.     It  gave  the 
Supreme  Court  the  like  jurisdiction  as  the  English  Courts  of  King's  Bench,  Cora- 
.,  .  mon   Pleas  and   Exchequer.     About  thirty  years   alterwards,  it  became  a  ques- 

tion, whether  the  Court,  by  virtue  of  its  powers  as  a  Court  of  Exchequir,  could 
take  cognizance  of  cases  in  Equity.  I'liis  question,  which  became  connected 
with  the  politics  of  the  tunes,  and  was  discus,~L-d  ssiih  great  warmth,  \\as  decided 
by  the  general  sense  of  the  colony,  in  which  the  Court  appears  to  have  acuui- 
esccd,  in  the  iie::aiive.  tfir.ith,  i.  3l~-;UG. 
+  Sniiih,  i.  137. 
nd.JIG.  .    ,„^ 

Id.  31li.  .    ,'■.    ,   ,.;■.•   ,     '"^'' 


!..;     r 


45 

scntativps,  as  a  piibHc  grievaxic*;,  mid  was,  witli  1)oth,  a  frc- 
<)uont  topic  of  dii.eu.s.rion  dhcI  r«^inoiisiroiicc.  Tiic  Court  of 
Chancery,  as  held  by  one  man,  fuid  that  man  p:enerally  a 
Ktranirer  to  the  country,  and  always  the  itnincdiate  repre- 
gentative  of  the  Crown,  was  especially  obnoxious  to  public 
prejudice;  and  the  i.irsembly  more  than  once  protested 
airainst  it.  as  controrv  to  la\\,  unwarrantable,  and  of  dan- 
gerous consequeaces  to  the  libei'ties  and  properties  of  the 
r.'ople.* 

Pursuant  to  their  instructions,  the  Koyai  Governors  la- 
bored hard  to  procure  the  passage  of  laws,  for  settling,  and 
for  maintaining  at  the  public  charge,  the  ministry  of  the 
Church  of  England;  and  after  much  resistance  on  the  part 
of  the  Assembly,  such  a  lav/  was  passed,  in  1693,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  city  of  jNcw  York,  and  the  counties  of  Uich- 
mond,  Westchest^'-r  and  Queens.  As  amended  by  subse- 
quent laws,  this  act,  though,  in  its  principle,  always  oI>- 
jectcd  to  by  members  of  the  other  Churches  in  the  colony. 
and  though,  in  practice,  often  the  occasion  of  exciling  and 
protracted  controversies,  remained  in  force  until  the  revo- 
lution of  177C.| 

If  the  policy  and  measures  of  the  Government  were  hostile 
to  the  true  principles  of  religious  liberty,  those  principles,  it 
must  be  admitted,  were  as  little  understood  by  the  People  ; 
for  not  content  Mith  the  general  exclusion  of  iloman  Cath- 
olics from  the  liberty  of  conscience  enjoyed  by  other  Chris- 
tians, the  Assembly,  in  1700,  passed  an  act  declaring,  that 
every  Jesuit  and  Popish  Priest,  who  should  continue  in  the 
colony,  after  a  given  day,  should  be  condemned  to  perpet- 
ual imprisonment ;  and  if  ho  broke  prison,  or  escaped  and 
was  retaken,  he  was  to  be  put  to  death.  J 

Besides  the  local  clogs  and  restraints  which  have  been 
named,  legislation,  in  this  Province,  as  in  the  other  colonies, 
was  subject,  in  matters  of  trade  and  navigation,  to  the  con- 
trol of  the  British  Parliament — a  control  exorcised  always 
with  rigor,  ot\en  with  gross  injustice,  and  afterwards  claim- 
ed, by  the  Parliament  and  Crown,  to  extend  to  all  cases 

•  Smith,  i.  318.  Journal  of  Colonial  Assembly  of  Cth  November,  173.'),  anl 
7th  SeptcLiber,  r<37. 

t  Aci3  of  1C93,  1704,  1705,  1721,  17-11,  1745,  1755,  175(1.  1770,  nvA  1775. 
Thcsi-  acts  were  all  repealed  by  the  act  of  ihc  17ih  of  April,  17t4,  "  f^r  inakinj 
fi-jch  alterations  in  the  Charter  of  Trinity  Church,  as  to  reniler  it  more  coiilariu- 
able  to  the  Constitution  of  this  State,"  and  by  thj  repealiiiu'  act  of  the  iJOth  of 
April,  ri>4,  as  contradictory  to  the  equality  of  religious  rights,  desJirned  by  the 
Constitution  of  1777.     Jones  &,  Varick,  i.  123  ;  131. 

t  Smith  and  Livingston's  Colonial  Law?,  i.  36. 
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whatsoever.  The  assertion  of  this  claim,  and  the  tyran- 
nical measures  by  which  it  was  enforced,  led  to  the  Ameri- 
can llevolution. 

The  pcojjle  of  New  York  and  their  assemblies,  accus- 
tomed, for  three-quarters  of  a  century,  to  controversies  witli 
the  representatives  of  the  Crown,  and  owing  little  to  the 
Crown  itself,  entered  at  oiicc,  and  with  an  energy  projmr- 
tioned  to  the  oppressions  they  had  endured,  into'thi^  new 
contest.  The  resolutions  and  remonstrances  of  the  Colonial 
Assembly  against  the  Stamp  Act  were  drawn  up  with  con- 
summate ability,  and  breathed  a  spirit  (snys  Pitkin)  "more 
bold  and  decided  than  those  from  any  other  colony."*  Our 
metropolis  has  the  proud  distinction  of  liaving  been  selected, 
as  the  ]dace  of  meetitiir  of  t)ic  Colonial  Coxgkess  of  1765 ; 
the  first  in  the  scries  of  those  illustrious  councils,  which 
with  such  ability  and  eloquence,  such  "  solidity  of  reason- 
ing, force  of  sagacity,  and  wisdom  of  conclusion,"!  ascer- 
tained, vindicated,  and  established  the  liberties  of  America. 

Justice  has  not  yet  been  done  by  the  hi3torians  of  the 
Revolution,  to  the  early  and  efhcient  instrumentality  of 
New  York,  in  the  cause  of  American  Independence, 

The  peculiar  condition  of  the  Province,  without  a  charter 
or  other  satisfactory  limitation  on  the  royal  prerogatives; 
the  arbitrary  conduct  ot  most  of  the  individuals  to  whom 
the  government  was  suecessively  entrusted;  the  odious 
doctrines  avowed  by  jnany  of  ihem  ;  and  the  great  number 
of  serious  and  exciting  (piestioiis  which  grew  out  of  their 
acts  and  pretensions;  compelled  the  people  of  New  York 
to  place  themselves,  almost  from  the  bctrinning  of  their  po- 
litical contests,  on  the  hii^h  ground  of  natural  and  inherent 
rights,  irrespective  of  grants  and  prescriptions.^  Our  co- 
lonial annals  give  us  many  instances  of  this  kind,  which 
must  have  greatly  contiibuted  to  the  spread  of  liberal 
opinions-,  not  only  among  the  people  of  this  Province,  but 
in  the  other  colonies.  One  of  these— the  acquittal  of  John 
Peter  ZENGLii,  who  was  tried  in  this  city,  in  1735,  upon 
an  information  tiled  against  him  lor  a  s'edilious  libel  on 
Governor  Cushy  and  his  Council — \\-as  declared  by  Gouver- 
neur  Morris  to  be  "  the  gei-m  of  the  American  Revolution.^" 

•  Political  and  Civil  History  of  United  States,  i.  ICG. 

tLord  Chatham  ot"  the  Congress  of  1774. 

t  Bancroft,  iii.  5ii — Gl.  Anniversary  Discourse  of  Chancellor  Kent,  in  Col- 
lections of  l>i..Y.  Hist.  ■'^oc.  2d  series,  15 — 17. 

(J  Address  of  J.  W.  Fr.ANCis,  :\I.  D.,  (to  whom  this  declaration  was  made,)  at 
ihe  -lOth  anniversary  of  the  ^ew  York  Hist,  tjoc,  in  published  account  cf  th:a 
celebration,  p.  £G. 


01- 


f:  f;nh  .!■ 


,  . 

'. 

/i  ■( 

J->Oul. 

■:;: 

:):i!k,'o 

,,<•, 

■    IJ  nt 

I'i 

n.rr;;'^ 

ME.  butler's  piscourse.  47 

Other  facts  of  the  like  nature,  might  be  mentioned ;  but 
tlie  time  already  consumed,  and  the  duties  yet  before  me, 
compel  me  to  bring  to  a  close  this  part  of  my  discourse, 
without  so  much  as  naming  various  interesting  passages, 
to  \vhich,  under  other  circumstances,  it  would  be  ])roper  to 
refer.     I  do  so  the  more  readily,  since  I  have  good  reason 

A  very  good  account  of  the  case  of  Zenger  may  be  found  in  Dunlip,  i.  299. 

Four  numbers  of  Zenger's  newspaper,  "  The  New  York  Weekly  Jniirnal," 
were  ordered  by  the  Governor  and  Council,  in  November,  1734,  to  be  burnt,  un- 
der the  order  of  the  magistrates,  by  the  common  hangman.  'I'he  Court  of 
Quarter  Sessions  was  moved  for  such  an  order  ;  but  refused  to  make  it.  The 
act  was  then  done  by  the  Sheriff,  or  rather  by  his  negro,  in  the  presence  of  tlic 
Sheriff  and  some  other  functionaries. 

Zenger  was  then  arrested  on  a  warrant  for  a  seditious  libel.  Being  brought 
up  on  a  habeas  corpus,  for  the  purpose  of  being  discharged  or  bailed,  Zenuer 
made  oath,  in  reference  to  the  amount  of  bnii,  that  he  was  not  worth,  over 
his  debts,  forty  pounds,  the  tools  of  his  trade  and  his  wearing  apparel  excepted. 
Tne  Court  ordered  hini  to  give  bail,  himself  in  i;400  with  two  sureties  in  i"-JOO 
each.  Being  unable  to  do  this  he  was  remanded  to  jail.  The  grand  jury  re- 
fused to  indict  him  ;  whereupon  the  King's  Attorney  General  filed,  in  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  colony,  an  ex  ojpcio  information  against  him  for  seditious 
natter  contained,  not  in  the  papers  which  had  been  burned,  but  in  two  others. 
His  counsel,  James  ALEXiNPER,  (father  of  Lord  Stirling  of  revolutionary  mem- 
ory,) and  William  Smith,  (father  of  the  historian,)  took  exceptions  to  the  com- 
missions of  Chief  Justice  Delancey  and  Judge  Phillipse,  two  of  the  judges, 
vhereupon  the  Court,  (having  previously  forewarned  them  of  their  displeasure 
if  they  should  sign  the  exceptions,)  excluded  Messrs.  Alexander  and  Smith  tiom 
practice  at  the  bar. 

Tne  cause  was  tried,  before  a  struck  jury,  on  the  4th  of  August,  17.1"),  before 
the  court  at  bar.  Zenger  was  defended  by  Andrew  Ilaiailton  of  Bhiladel- 
pliia,  an  old  barrister  who  came  to  New  York  for  the  purpose.  He  adnntted 
the  publication  of  the  papers;  but  insisted  that  the  prosecutor  should  prove  the 
falsehood  of  the  matters  charged  as  false  and  libellous.  This  being  overruled, 
he  then  offered  to  prove  the  truth  of  these  matters,  and  insisted  on  his  right  to 
do  so,  in  justification  thereof,  and  also  on  the  right  of  the  jury  to  give  a  general 
verdict.  His  doctrine,  on  both  points,  was  overruled  ;  but  tlie  trial  resulted  ia 
the  acquittal  of  Zenger,  in  the  face  of  an  express  and  positive  charge  of  the 
Chief  Justice.  The  Common  Council  of  New  York  thereupon  voted  to  Mr. 
Hamilton  the  freedom  of  the  city,  which  was  presented  in  a  gold  snufi  box  with 
the  motto  on  the  lid  "  Dem-ersm  Ic^es — timefacta  Ubertas — here  tandem  einer- 
giint" — within  "  Non  mnnmis  virtute  paraiur,"  and  on  the  front  of  ilie  rim.  Tal- 
ly's wish,  "  Ita  ctiique  cveniat,  ut  de  lepuhlica  meruit." 

The  trial  may  be  found  at  length,  in  Howell's  State  Trials,  vol.  rvii.  C7.'')  to 
72G.  It  was  published  in  a  pamphlet  form  by  Zenger,  and  incorporated  in  liar- 
grave's  edition  of  the  State  Trials,  published  in  1778,  and  was  thus  known  f)  Eng- 
lish lawyers.  The  same  propositions  and  train  of  reasoning,  afterwards  employed 
by  Erskine,  in  the  case  of  the  Dean  of  St.  Asaph,  and  other  cases,  in  su;iport  of 
tlie  liberty  of  the  press,  wiih  many  illustrations  similar  to  those  used  by  the  great 
British  orator,  were  prr'seuted  and  most  ably  maintained;  though  I  am  sorry  to 
add,  there  is  not,  in  any  of  his  speeches,  the  slightest  recognition  ot  his  ^Vjucri- 
can  predecessor. 

It  is  a  coincidence  not  unworthy  of  note,  that  nearly  seventy  years  afterwards, 
another  Hamilton,  still  more  eminent  both  at  the  bar  and  iu  political  life,  should 
have  maintained  the  same  doctrines,  and  essentially  contributed  to  their  estab- 
lishment, ia  this  State. 
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for  believing:,  that  the  share  of  New  York,  in  our  countrj^'s 
heroic  age,  is  duly  appreciated  bv  llie  distinguished  writer 
who  now  so  honorably  represents  the  American  Ivejjublic, 
at  the  Court  of  Lund(ju  ;  and  tliat  the  names  and  services 
of  her  sons  will  find  their  just  place,  and  shine  in  native 
lustre,  in  the  future  pages  of  his  great  national  work. 

The  LvDEPENDENT  or  Statu  Goverxmext  began  its  exist- 
ence, under  the  Constitution  of  the  20th  of  April,  1777,  of 
the  formation  and  details  of  which,  I  shall  now  proceed  to 
give  some  account. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  revolutionary  struggle,  the 
■wants  and  impulses  of  the  times  brought  into  existence,  in 
this  colony  as  well  as  in  the  others,  governments  by  con- 
gresses and  committees,  informal  and  temporary,  in  charac- 
ter and  duration.  As  the  conliict  went  on,  and  the  hope 
of  reconciliation  Avith  the  King  and  Parliament  declined, 
the  patriots  and  sages  who,  at  lir.>t,  thought  only  of  defend- 
ing their  natural  and  chartered  liberties,  were  forced  to 
contemplate  the  ]>rospect  of  a  llnal  separation,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  the  ground  of  absolute  independence.  Accordingly, 
on  the  15th  of  i\Iay,  177G,  a  resolution  was  passed  by  the 
Continental  Congress,  then  sitting  at  Philadelphia,  by  which 
it  was  recommended  to  the  respective  assemblies  and  con- 
ventions of  the  United  Colonies,  where  no  government  suf- 
ficient to  the  exigencies  of  their  allairs  had  been  established, 
to  adopt  such  government  as  should,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
representatives  of  the  ])eople  "best  conduce  to  the  happi- 
ness and  safety  of  their  constituents  in  particular,  and 
America  in  general." 

Of  the  thirteen  original  colonies,  all,  except  Connecticut 
and  Pihodc  Island,  pursued  the  course  thus  recommended. 
The  charters  of  these  two  colonies,  as  has  been  well  re- 
marked by  our  venerable  President,  reserved  to  the  Crown 
no  control  over  the  acts  of  internal  jiolicy  emanating  from 
the  colonial  legislative  bodies,  nor  even  any  share  in  the 
executive  power;  the  acts  of  the  former  did  not  require  the 
royal  sanction,  and  the  latter  was  chosen  bj-  the  colonists 
themselves;  nothing,  therefore,  was  necessary  to  their  con- 
venient action  as  states,  but  the  casting  olf  of  their  de- 
pendence on  Great  Britain.* 

The  constitution  of  Virginia,  which  was  the  first  in  the 


•Gallatin's  Inaui^naral  Ad'iress  in  ProceeJin;^3  of  New  York  Ilist.  Soc.  for 
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order  of  time,  was  adopted  on  the  12th  of  June  1776.  New 
Jei-j^ey,  ]Maryland,  and  Nortli  Carolina,  Ibllowinf;:  her  ex- 
ample, conij)lctcd  their  constitutions,  duriiis;  the  same  year. 
'I'lie  Con.xtitution  of  New  York,  was  the  filth  in  the  series; 
liavint:  been  liiially  adopted  on  the  20lh  of  Ajiril  1777. 

The  Provincial  Congress  of  New  York,  elected  in  A})ril 
177G,  assembled  in  the  City  of  New  York,  a  few  days  after 
the  passage  of  the  resolution  of  the  Contincntial  Cungress, 
mentioned  above. 

They  proceeded,  without  delay,  to  consider  this  resolu- 
tion. It  was  fully  discussed,  and  on  its  true  grounds.  It 
was  treated  as  involving,  substantially,  the  question  oi' In- 
dependence. Gouverncur  JNIorris,  then  a  delegate  for  tlic 
County  of  V/estchester,  appears,  though  one  of  the  young<  .sL 
members,  to  have  taken  a  leading  part  in  this  debate  ;  and 
as  may  be  seen  by  the  extracts  from  his  speech,  in  the  work 
of  JMr.  Sparks,  he  strongly  argued  the  duly  and  necessity  of 
abandoning,  forever,  the  phantom  of  reconciliation,  and  of 
seeking  peace,  liberty  and  security,  by  a  new  and  inde- 
pendent government.  Being,  however,  of  opinion,  that  the 
Congress  had  not  the  power  to  enter  on  the  plan  of  a  new 
government,  he  proposed  that  a  commitlee  should  be  ap- 
pointed, to  draw  up  a  notice  to  the  people,  recommending 
the  election  of  delegates,  for  the  express  purj)Ose  of  assem- 
bling and  forming  a  new  government.  Other  members 
thou2:ht,  and  of  this  opinion  was  a  majority  of  ihe  house, 
tliat  the  subject  should  be  referred  to  a  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  ;  and  a  resolution  to  this  eileet^ 
was  accordingly  adopted.*  The  Committee,  on  the  27ih  ot 
jNIay,  reported,  that  the  right  of  framing  or  new  modelling 
civil  government  belonged  to  the  people  ;  and  that  as  doubts 
existed  of  the  authority  of  the  Provincial  Congress  to  form 
a  new  government,  the  people  should  be  called  togetlicr  to 
express  their  sentiments  on  the  subject,  by  the  usual  mode 
of  election. 

This  report  is  worthy  of  special  notice,  as  one  of  the  ear- 
liest and  most  explicit  expositions  of  the  doctrine  oi  the 
popular  sovereiirnty,  put  forth  in  this  State.  It  was  n])- 
proved  by  the  Congress  ;  and  on  the  31st  of  I^Iay,  this  body 
passed  a  series  of  resolutions  prepared  by  Mr.  Jay,  calling 
on  the  people  of  the  several  counties  to  elect  deputies  to  ix 

•Life  of  Morris  by ' Sparks,  ch.  G.  Journal  of  the  New  York  Provincial 
Congress,  published  in  ]S  lO,  p.  -ItiO.  This  committee  was  composed  ol  .Messre. 
Scott,  Haring,  Reiiisen,  Lewis,  Juy,  Cuyler,  and  Croonie. 
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new  CongrosSj  with  oower  to  establish  a  form  of  govern- 
ment.*^ 

The  jreneral  moverru  ul  lonarfls  independence,  was  now 
proceeding  with  such  st ron j^tli  aiid  swiftness,  that  before 
the  sense  of  the  people  of  New  York  could  be  taken,  the 
Provincial  Congress  was  obliged  to  anticipate,  in  some  de- 
gree, the  action  it  had  invited 

The  convention  of  Virginia  had  po.ssed  a  resolution  on 
the  22d  of  ]\.Vo.}, instructing  the  representatives  of  Virginia 
in  the  Contiuen+al  Congress,  to  bring  forward  and  sustain  a 
proposition  for  declaring  the  United  Colonies  free  and  in- 
dependent Sfatcs. 

On  the  Tth  of  June,,  (he  Delegates  from  Virginia  made 
such  a  motion,  \'-hich  was  discussed  on  the  8th  and  10th. 
As  it  then  appeared,  (to  use  the  language  of  Mr.  JelTerson.) 
"  that  the  Colonies  of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylva- 
nia, Delaware,  and  ?.Iaryland,  were  not  matured  for  falling 
from  the  jjarent  stem,  but  that  they  were  fast  advancing 
to  that  state  ;  it  v/as  thouLdit  most  prudent  to  wait  awhile 
for  them,  and  to  ))0.-5tponc  ihe  final  decision  to  the  first  of 
July,  but  that  this  might  occasion  as  little  delay  as  possible, 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  a  Declaration  of 
Indcpendcnce."t 

This  Comm.'ttee  reported  on  the  2Sth  of  June  ;  and,  as 
is  well  known  to  every  American,  the  immortal  Declara- 
tion was  adopted  on  th(>  4!h  of  July. 

In  the  mean  time,  dcktiates  had  been  elected  in  the 
several  counties  of  this  State,  who  were  to  meet  in  the 
City  of  New  York  on  the  Sth  of  July.  Before  that  day.  Sir 
William  Howe  arrived  at  Snndy  Hook  with  a  British  fleet 
and  army:  and  the  city  of  New  York,  which  had  for  some 
time  been  occupied  by  Washington  and  the  American 
troops,  became  the  immediate  centre  of  the  great  military 
operations  about  to  ensue.  The  new  Congress,  unable  to 
assemble  in  the  city,  came  together  at  White-Plains,  and  at 
the  moment  of  its  mcetinir,  received  olileial  notice  of  the 
decisive  step  which  had  been  taken  at  rhiladeli)hia.  Its 
first  acts  (July  9th)  were  to  pass,  by  unanimous  vote,  a  reso- 
lution ajjproving  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  to 
order  its  publication  throughout  the  State.  It  then  changed 
its  title  from  that-  of  the  "  Provincial  Congress  of  the  Colony 


•  Journal  of  Provincial  Congrefs  of  N.  Y.  402  ;  403.     Life  of  Morris,  i.  ch.  6. 
Life  of  John  Jay,  i.  44. 
t  MaJisoa  Tapers,  i.  16. 
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of  New  York,"  to  that  of  the  "  Convention  of  the  Rcpresen- 
tntivos  of  the  State  of  j\cw  York  ;"  and  in  view  of  the  new 
cxiprencies  pressinp^  upon  the  country,  immediately  took 
measures  for  relieving?  the  city,  and  for  maintainin?:,  by 
military  power  and  by  all  the  influence  it  could  exert, 
the  cause  of  liberty  and  independence.* 

Those  duties  compelled  the  Convention  to  defer  its  en- 
trance on  the  special  labor  for  Avhich  it  had  assembled,  un- 
til the  1st  of  August,  when  a  committee  M^as  appointed  to 
dr;!  w  up  and  report  a  Constitution.  John  Jay  was  the  chair- 
man of  this  committee  ;  and  the  duty  of  preparing  the  draft 
appears  to  have  been  assigned  to  him.f  But  he  was  also 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  safety  appointed  by  the  Con- 
vention ;  and  with  his  associates  in  both  bodies,  was  en- 
gaged day  and  night  in  the  toils  and  cares  of  that  most 
perilous  conjuncture. 

The  Convention,  acting  sometimes  in  this  character,  and 
sometimes  as  a  General  Committee  of  Safety,  watching  the 
progress  of  military  events,  and  migrating  from  place  to 
place,  sat,  successively,  at  White-Plains,  Ilccrlem,  Fishkill, 
and  finally,  from  February,.  1777,  to  IMay  in  that  year,  at 
Ivingston.  "While  at  Fishkill,  the  members  supplied  them- 
selves with  arms  and  amnmnition  for  their  defence  in  case 
the  British  or  their  armed  adherents,  of  whom  there  were 
man3%  should  assail  them  in  their  retreat.J  Like  the  high- 
souled  Hebrew  leader  and  his  brave  companions,  these 
equally  fearless  builders  "  had  every  one  his  sword  girded 
by  his  side,  and  so  builded."§ 

On  the  12th  of  March,  1777,  the  committee  reported  the 
draft  of  a  Constitution,  which,  on  the  20th  of  A]iril,  1777, 
Mas  adopted  by  the  Convention.  Though  more  than  a 
month  intervened  between  the  report  and  the  final  vote,  the 
Convention  was  compelled  to  give  to  the  subject  a  very  hur- 
ried consideration.  Mr.  Jay,  the  chief  author  of  the  draft, 
ascribes,  to  this  circumstance,  the  striking  out  of  some  pro- 

«  Life  of  Morris  by  Spnrks,  i.  ch.  6.  Life  cf  John  Jay,  i.  43— 4C,  CB,  CD. 
Journal  of  the  Provincial  Congress  of  New  York.p.  5ir)-518. 

t  Ti'.e  persons  who  composed  this  important  committee,  were  John  J;iy,  Joiin 
£loss  Hoburt,  William  Smith,  Wiliiam  Diicr,  Gouverneur  Morris,  Ki'l'ort  li. 
Livingston,  John  Broome,  John  IMorin  Pcott,  Abraham  Yates,  jr.  Henry  Wisncr, 
eenior,  Samuel  Townsond,  Charles  De  Witt,  and  Robert  Yates.  J.mmol  ct' 
Convei:tion,  r)5'3.  James  Dnane  was  afterwards  placed  on  the  Cumnnliee,  end 
the  draft  of  the  Constitation  was  reported  by  him  ;  Mr.  Jay  who  had  pripared 
it,  being  absent.     Id.  833. 

I  Lives  of  Jay  and  Morris,  supra. 

§  JN'chemiah,  ch.  iv.  IS.  *.      -i     -  (;    . 
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visions  which  he  rcErarded  as  important,  and  the  insertion 
of  others  wliich  he  deemed  ol)jeetionable.* 

The  Constitution,  as  tinally  adopted  by  the  Convention, 
bears,  on  its  face,  many  of  the  intellectual  and  moral 
traits  of  its  principal  autiior.  It  begins  with  a  preamble 
in  which  are  set  forth,  in  explicit  terms,  the  causes  which 
demanded  the  erection  of  a  new  irovernment ;  the  several 
steps  taken  for  the  purjiose,  under  the  sanction  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  by  the  People  of  New  York ;  and  the 
authority  of  the  Convention  to  represent  tliem  in  this  solemn 
and  momentous  work.  Anions:  other  things,  it  recites  at 
large,  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  the  unani- 
mous resolution  of  the  Convention,  of  the  9th  of  July,  177G, 
approving  the  Declaration  and  pledging'  the  colony  to  its 
support.  As  a  consequence  of  this  measure  and  of  the 
other  matters  thus  recited,  the  preamble  concludes,  that  all 
power  whatever,  iu  the  State  of  New  York,  "  hath  reverted 
to  the  Peoj)le  thereof;"  and  that  the  Convention,  having 
been  appointed,  by  tlu^'r  sulfrages  and  free  choice,  is  au- 
thorized to  institute  and  establish  for  the  good  people  of 
the  State,  a  new  form  of  government. 

By  its  lirst  article  the  constitution  declared,  that  no  au- 
thority should,  on  any  pretence  whatever,  be  exercised  in 
the  State,  but  such  as  should  be  derived  from,  and  granted 
by,  the  People. 

It  then  proceeded  to  vest  the  legislative  power  in  a  sen- 
ate and  assembly — the  members  of  the  former  body,  twenty- 
four  in  number,  beimr  chosen  from  four  senate  districts  into 
which  the  State  was  divided,  lor  four  years,  from  and  by  the 
freeholders  of  the  districts  respectively,  possessed  of  freeholds 
of  the  value  of  £lOO  (8-50)  over  and  above  incumbrances; 
and  of  the  latter,  who  were  to  be  at  least  seventy  in  number, 
for  one  year,  from  and  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  respective 
counties,  possessing  freeholds  of  the  value  of  twenty  jiounds, 
or  renting  tenements  of  the  yearly  value  of  twenty  shilling-s 


*Life  of  Jolin  Jny.i.  C9.  Several  c'jestions  of  interest,  appear,  from  the 
Journal,  to  have  bi'cn  discussed  in  the  Convention,  ii[-on  some  of  which  divis- 
ions were  taken.  The  Constitution,  as  fiiiaHy  settled,  was  adopted  with  but  one 
dissenting  vote.     Journal  of  Convention,  8'JJ. 

The  whole  number  of  delegates  elected  to  the  Convention,  was  ninety-six  ; 
but  it  does  not  appear  that  more  than  sixty-six  attended  its  sittings,  between  the 
report  of  the  Committee  for  drawing  the  Constitution,  and  the  adjournineut  of 
that  body;  altiioiu'h  the  other  thirty  had  been  more  or  less  in  the  Couv-^Mtiori 
before.  The  haines  of  tlie  members  (more  than  one  tliird  of  whom  appear  to 
have  been  of  Ditch  extraction),  may  be  found  at  th.e  end  of  the  Constitution  as 
publiiihed  with  the  Revised  Statutes  of  183U,  vol.  i.  34. 
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and  paylO;?  taxes.*  Provision  was  marie  for  increasing 
huth  branches  with  the  inorcnse  of  ponuiation,but  the  Sen- 
ate was  never  ti.  exceed  one  hiuiched,  nor  the  Assembly 
tlire(^  hiin(Jre('..t 

The  Exeeutivc  ])Owcr  was  vested  in  a  Governor,  and  as  his 
substitute,  a  Lieuteiiant  Govf^rnor,  to  be  chosen  by  ballot,  by 
and  iroin  the  ireeholdr'-s  ((Ualifted  to  vote  ibr  S,-n;itovs,  I'or 
three  years  ;  and  the  Judicial,  in  a  Chancellor,  and  .lud;:es 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  lirst.  Judges  of  counties,  to  hold 
res])ectively  during  good  behavior  until  the  age  oi'  sixty 
vears,  and  in  other  courts,  judges  and  interior  magistrates, 
holding  at  the  pleasure  oi'  the  appointing  power.J 

A  court  of  last  resort  ciud  I'or  the  trial  of  impeacliment?, 
was  formed  on  the  princ'ple  of  the  English  House  of  Lords, 
and  of  the  Coloniol  Coimcil.  It  was  to  be  composed  of 
the  Lieutenant  Governor,  the  Senators,  the  Chancellor,  and 
the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court ;  the  Chancellor  having 
110  voice  in  the  determination  of  appeals  from  his  decrees, 
nor  the  Judges  in  that  of  writs  of  error.§ 

The  appointing  power  w^as  vested  in  a  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment ;  consisting  of  four  senators  selected  annually  by 
the  assembly,  who,  with  the  Governor,  were  to  form  the 
Council.  To  this  body,  was  given,  the  power  of  appointing 
and  removing,  at  pleasure,  all  oflicers  in  the  State,  except 
the  Chancellor,  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  first 
Judges  of  counties. Ij 

To  prevent  the  passage  of  laws  inconsistent  with  the 
spirit  of  the  constitution,  or  with  the  public  good,  there  was 
established,  a  Council  of  llevision,  conjposed  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, the  Chancellor,  and  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
in  which  was  vested  the  power  of  negativing  all  acts  passed 
by  the  Senate  and  Assembly;  the  velo  of  the  Council  being 
absolute,  except  wdien  the  bill  should  be  repassed  by  a  vote 
of  two-thirds  of  each  house.lf 

The  constitution,  after  reciting  that  the  opinion  had  long 
prevailed,  among  the  people  of  New-York,  that  voting  by 

•  Articles  2,  4,  7,  10,  11,  12.  Altered  by  amendments  of  1801  ;  by  Consti- 
tntion  of  IS21  ;  by  amendtueiitof  ltj26  ;  and  by  Constitution  of  1S4C. 

t  Anicles  5,  ]G.  Id. 

t  .■\riic.es  17,  20.  24,  23.  Term  of  office  altered  as  to  governor  and  lioiitonant 
povrrn..r,  and  first  judge,  by  Constitution  of  1S21  ;  as  to  all  judicial  oliicei  by 
Cop.>;;iiution  oflS4G. 

-5  ArM.  :i-2,  33.     Court  abolished  in  184C. 

II  .Arts.  23,24,27,  2S.     Council  of  appointment  abolished  in  1821. 

^  Art.  3.  Council  of  Revision  abolished  iu  lc21,  and  qu;:iii;td  tcto  given  to 
the  Governor,  who  siiil  retains  i.. 
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ballot,  would  tend  more  to  promote  the  liberty  and  freedom 
of  the  People,  than  voting  viva  voce,  directed  the  Legisla- 
ture, after  the  termination  of  the  war,  to  prescribe,  by  law, 
the  mode  of  voting,  for  .S(>naiors  and  Representatives  in  the 
House  of  Assembly,  by  ballot ;  with  power  to  recur  to  the 
former  mode,  if,  after  a  full  and  fair  experiment,  it  should  be 
thought  best  so  to  do.  But  during  the  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, all  votes  for  those  ollicers,  were  to  be  given  viva  voce.* 

It  was  provided  that  such  parts  of  the  Common  Law  of 
England,  and  of  the  Statute  law  oflingland  and  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  of  the  Colony  of  New  York,  as,  together,  lormed 
the  law  of  the  Colony  on  the  I'Jth  day  of  April,  1775,  (the 
day  of  the  battle  of  Lexington,)  should  continue  subject  to 
alteration  by  the  Legislature,  to  be  the  law  of  New- York  ; 
except  that  all  such  parts  ol  the  Common  nnd  Statute  law, 
as  might  be  construed  to  establish  or  maintain  any  particu- 
lar denomination  of  Christians,  or  their  ministers,  as  well  as 
those  which  concerned  the  allegiance  before  yielded  to,  and 
the  sovereignty  claimed  by,  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  or 
were  otherwise  repugnant  to  tlie  constitution,  were  express- 
ly abrogated  and  rejected. f 

Grants  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  after  the  14th 
of  October,  1775,  were  declared  to  be  void  ;  but  those 
made  by  him  or  his  predecessors,  before  that  day,  were  pre- 
served.J 

To  prevent  frauds  upon  tlie  natives,  the  power  of 
making  Indian  purchases,  was  so  limited,  as  to  make  the 
authority  and  consent  of  the  Legislature,  necessary  to  their 
validity.§ 

Besides  abrogating  such  parts  of  tlie  Common  and  Sta- 
tute law  as  gave  any  preference  to  any  particular  church, 
the  constitution  also  expressly  declared,  that  the  iree  exer- 
cise and  enjoyment  of  religious  profession  and  worship, 
without  discrimination  or  preference,  should  ])o  fo7-evei-  al- 
lowed within  the  Stnte,  to  all  mankind.  This  clause  was 
preceded  by  a  ])rcan'.ble,  exjjressed  with  remarkable  energy 
and  point: 

"  We  are  required,"  (say  the  Convention  as  their  reason 
for  the  article),  "we  are  required,  by  the  benevolent  princi- 
ples of  rational  liberty,  not  only  to  exjiel  civil  tyranny  :  but 
also  to  guard  against  that  spiritual  oppression  and  intoler- 

*  Art.  6.  Vote  hy  ballot,  for  Senators  and  Assemblymen,  prescribed  by  act  of 
February  13th,  17.^7,  and  ever  since  retained. 

t  Art.  .35.     Ketaiiii-d,  substantially,  in  ItOl  and  in  184C. 

}  Art.  36.     Rtiaiacd.  §  Art.  37.     Retained. 


,3(.<«r!-.-;0?':il  «  >i.iJ\'sm  ^h 


.1    ;'i 


MR.  r.UTLER  S  DISCOURSE.  65 

ance,  wherewith  the  bi2:otry  and  ambition,  of  weak  and 
w.i-keil  })rirsts  and  princes,  have  scourged  mankind."* 

In  contrast,  as  has  been  thought  in  kitcr  times,  with  this 
].b_raHtv,  is  the  nrxt  ckause,  in  which,  after  reciting  that 
-iht'  ministers  of  the  gospel  are,  by  tlieir  ])rofession,  dedi- 
c-at^d  to  the  service  of  God  and  tlie  cure  of  souls,  and 
ot:-ht  not  to  be  diverted  from  the  great  duties  of  their 
fcnciion,"  the  constitution  provides,  that  "  theretore,  no 
minister  of  the  gospel,  or  priest  of  any  denomination  what- 
fry  :vr,  shall,  at  any  time  hereafter,  under  any  pretence  or 
«h>oriptiou  whatever,  be  eligible  to,  or  capable  of  holding, 
ju)v  civil  or  military  office  or  place  within  this  state."t 

The  constitution  contained  no  formal  bill  of  rights ;  but 
b-r-sides  the  full  protection  of  religious  freedom  already 
mentioned,  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  was  made  inviolate; 
acts  of  attainder,  except  for  crimes  committed  during  the 
then  existing  war,  were  prohibited ;  no  person  was  to  be 
disfranchised,  unless  by  the  law  of  the  land  or  the  judgment 
of  his  peers  ;  quakers  were  to  be  excused  from  military  ser- 
vice oil  paying  an  equivalent  in  money  ;  freedom  of  debate 
in  the  Legislative  bodies  was  secured  ;  parties  impeached,  or 
indicted  for  crimes  were  to  be  allowed  counsel  as  in  civil 
cases  ;  town  officers  and  other  olHcers  belbre  eligible  by  the 
people,  were  to  continue  so  ;  and  the  Legislature  were  for- 
bidden to  institute  any  new  court,  except  such  as  should 
proceed  according  to  the  course  of  the  common  law.  j 

Finally — the  Legislature  were  authorised  to  pass  natural- 
ization laws  ;  but  persons  of  foreign  birth  were  to  take  an 
oath  of  allegiance  to  this  State,  and  to  abjure  all  allegiance 
and  subjection  to  all  and  every  foreign  potentate  and 
State,  in  all  matters  ecclesiastical  as  well  as  civil.§ 

The  Constitution  was  received  with  general  favor,  not 
only  within  the  State,  but  elsewhere.  "  Our  Constitution," 
says  Jay,  in  a  letter  to  Leonard  Gansevoort,  the  President 
ol"  the  Convention,  "  is  universally  approved  even  in  New 
]^n:rland,  where  few  New  York  productions  have  credit."^ 
And  well  might  it  be  approved  ;  for  when  the  unfavorable 
circumstances  under  which  it  was  formed,  and  the  little  ex- 


•  .\Tt.  .15.     Clause  retained  in  1621  and  in  184G — preamble  omitted. 

t  Art.  .TJ.     Omitted  in  1*46. 

:  Aris.  41,  u,  .$0,9,  :il.  -20.  Many  other  provisions  of  the  like  nature  in- 
•crt-a  in  t:.>ii!>:itiuion  of  IS2I  and  1^4G. 

*U.niit:eJ  in  eulisequeut  Constitutions,  the  power  of  passing  natura!izr;tion 
h^^H  h'v^.ni;  b^eu  devolved  on  Con;:res3  by  the  reJcrul  Constitution. 

1  L.:r  cI  Jay.  u.  10.  ■      .  ,  . 
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perience  of  its  authors,  or  of  the  world,  in  free  representa- 
tive government,  are  duly  considered,  it  will  be  regarded, 
by  every  candid  mind,  as  a  noble  monument  of  the  wisdom, 
the  justice,  and  the  patriotism  of  its  Ibunders. 

In  some  respects,  its  merits  were  peculiar.  All  the  con- 
stitutions which  preceded  it,  recognised  in  express  terms, 
the  natural  and  absolute  right  of  every  man  to  worship 
God,  according  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  conscience.  The 
constitution  of  Virginia,  was,  however,  the  only  one  of  the 
number,  which  did  not  contain  provii^ions  more  or  less  re- 
pugnant to  this  principle.  The  constitutions  of  New  .Jersey 
and  North  Carolina  confined  the  e(|ual  and  fall  enjoyment 
of  all  civil  rights  to  Protestants  ;  the  constitution  of  Mary- 
land confined  it  to  Christians.  The  constitution  of  Mary- 
land allowed  the  legislature  to  require  a  declaration  of  belief 
in  the  Christian  religion  as  a  qualiiication  to  ollice  ;  while 
that  of  North  Carolina  m.ade  every  person  ^ho  should  deny 
the  truth  of  the  Protestant  roli^-ion.  or  the  Divine  authority 
of  the  Holy  Scri]/tures,  or  hold  rcliuions  opinions,  deemed. 
by  the  civil  power,  incompatible  with  the  freedom  or  salcty 
of  the  State,  ineligible  to  civil  oliice.  No  such  inconsisten- 
cies found  their  way  into  the  constit.ution  of  New  York. 

With  all  its  excellencies,  the  Constitution  of  1777  con- 
tained some  serious  defects.  It  violated,  in  some  material 
respects,  the  fundamental  maxim  which  calls  for  the  sepa- 
ration of  the  legislative,  executive  and  judicial  powers.  In 
the  Council  of  Revision,  it  connected  the  higher  judicial 
officers  with  the  executive  and  the  legislative,  and  placed 
in  their  hands  the  qualified  negative  on  the  doings  of  the 
Legislature.  In  the  intancy  of  the  Government,  this  pro- 
vision was,  no  doul)t,  uselul.  In  after  times  it  was  prolific 
of  evil.  The  disposition  of  the  apj)nintiiig  power  was  also 
unfortunate,  though  less  so  in  the  constitution  as  originally 
framed,  than  it  afterwards  l)ecamc. 

The  Governm(  nt  created  by  the  constitution,  was  tempo- 
rarily organised  and  put  in  lorce,  by  an  ordinance,  passed 
by  the  Convention,  on  the  8th  of  May,  1777.* 

*  This  ordinance  ap;.ointe(l  a  Coiinci!  of  Safety  to  act  until  the  Legislature 
shoulil  be  duly  convened — and  a  chancellor,  jikL^cs  ol"  the  supreme  court,  attor- 
ney general,  jud^^es  of  county  court;?,  sheritls  and  clerks  of  counties — to  act 
until  others  should  be  duly  commissioned. 

Elections  were  dir  ctod  to  be  lield  in  the  several  counties,  except  New  York, 
Kings,  Queens  and  Sutl'u'k,  which  were  then  in  the  iiossc-sion  of  the  enemy,  for 
governor,  lieutenant  !;overnor,  Fenators  and  as-semblymen.  Senators  for  the 
southern  district,  and  as-emblymen  fir  the  counties  above  named,  were  ap- 
pointedby  the  ordinance,  as  no  elections  could  be  held  iu  them.     1'he  pereous  se» 
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The  first  session  of  the  State  Legislature  was  appointed  to 
be  held  at  Kingston,  in  tlio  month  of  July  ;  but  the  invasion 
of  the  Stafe  at  all  points — bvBurgoyne  in  the  north,  l>ySt. 
Lcgcr  and  t!ie  Indians  and  loyalists  who  acted  with  liini.  in 
the  west,  and  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  in  tiie  south — compclJed 
the  Governor  to  prorogue  this  body  until  the  1st  of  Sep- 
tember, when  it  assembled  at  Kingston.  The  active  mili- 
tary operations  still  going  on  kept  many  of  the  members  in 
the  field,  and  ])revcnted  the  attendance  of  a  quorum  until 
the  Dth,  On  the  next  day,  George  Clintox,  the  first  Gov- 
ernor, addressed  the  first  Legislature,  of  free  and  indepen- 
dent New  York.  The  fall  of  Fort  Montgomery,  and  the 
rapid  advance  of  the  eneni}'-  up  the  Hudson,  broke  up  the 
session  before  any  la\ys  could  be  matured.* 

The  surrender  of  Burgoyne  and  the  retreat  of  the  forces 
under  Yaughan,  to  New  York,  enabled  the  Legislature  to 
rc-asscmble  in  January,  1773,  at  Poughkecpsie.  They  here 
passed  various  acts  to  complete  the  organization  of  the 
Government ;  gave  the  consent  of  the  State,  to  the  Articles 
of  Confederation  :  and  made  such  provision,  as  circxmi- 
stances  allowed,  for  the  defence  and  safety  of  the  State. 

During  the  continuance  of  the  war,  the  attention  of  the 
Legislature  was,  necessarily,  very  much  confined  to  the 
perils  and  duties  growing  out  of  it ;  and  many  acts  of 
strong  mark  are  to  be  found  among  their  proceedings.!     On 

lected  by  the  Convention,  or  by  the  People,  for  the  more  important  office;,  and 
wlio  had  the  courage  to  take  them  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  and  at  one  of  tlie 
most  gloomy  periods  of  the  war,  were  George  Cli.vto.v,  then  a  Brigadier  Clcn- 
erai  in  the  Continental  army,  who  was  elected  to  the  oflices  both  of  govornor 
and  lieutenant  governor,  and  wlio  took  the  former  of  them,  and  held  it,  by  f'lic- 
C"  sive  elections,  foi-  eighteen  years,  and  afterwards  for  three  years,  when  he  was 
(  ^'vated  to  the  vice  presidency  of  the  United  States,  in  which  office  he  died: 
PiEKKE  Van'  Co!;tland,  who,  as  president  of  the  senate,  became  lieutenant  rrov- 
ernor  ;  Robert  R.  Livingston,  one  of  the  committee  to  prepare  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence,  who  was  appointed  chancellor,  and  held  the  office  until 
1801,  when  he  went  as  minister  of  the  United  States,  to  France  :  Joii.v  Jay,  the 
principal  author  of  the  constitution,  who  was  appointed  chief  justice,  which  of- 
fice he  held  for  two  years,  when  he  resigned  it  for  the  purpose  of  resumint^  his 
seat  in  Congress,  and  whose  suljsequent  career  is  too  well  known  to  need  re- 
mark :  RoBRRT  Yates  and  Joii.v  Slosj  Hobart,  judi^'cs  of  the  supreme  court : 
and  F.Gcr.RT  De.vsox  attorney  general.     Journal  of  Convention,  91C — 91S. 

•The  Legislature  adjourned  on  the  Tih  of  Oc!ober.  As  if  to  punish  the  in- 
habitants of  Kiurston,  then  the  third  town  in  the  State,  for  harboring  the  rebel 
Convemion  and  Legislature,  Gen.  Vaughan,  on  the  loih  of  October,  caused  the 
village  to  be  burnt.  Only  a  single  house  escaped  the  llimes.  Tiie  pret.;.\t  for 
this  not  of  b;irbarism  was,  that  the  people  had  lired  from  the  houses  on  his  men. 
Fpirk's's  Washington,  V.  130,  note.  Barber  &,  Howe's  Historical  Collections  of 
New  York,  557. 

t  The  act  of  2-2d  October,  1779,  (Jones  &.  Varick,  i.  39,)  by  which  the  Earl  of 
Djnmore  and  tii'iy-eight  other  persons  are,  by  name,  attainted  cf  the  offence  of 
SECOND  BERIES,  VOL.  II.  5 
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the  estabiiaun.cnfc  of  peace,  and  iiational  indcpendencp,  the 
1        State  authorities  applicr'   tlinnsf-lvrs,  witli  great  zeal  and 
(■       ability,  lo  the  preparation  of  cuch  ir.easur(;.s   as  were  de- 
f         manded  by  thr?   priuciples  ci'  the   view  jrovernmcnt.     ^^  ith 
.:.       this  view,  an   act  was  passtd.  in   178:!,  by  which  existing 
estates  tail  were  turned  into  esiates  in  fee  simple  absolute, 
f         and  entails  abolished  for  the  future:  and  ])y  which,  also, 
the  law  of  prinr.orreniture  ~\\as  abolishi'd  and  the  estates  of 
intestates  made   to  descend  to  all   the  ihsuc  equally.*     In 
1784.  ihe  charter  ot  Triidty  Church  wns  so  amended,  as  to 
conform  to  the   equality  of  reli-rious  rii^his  established  by 
!  the  Constitution  ;  iuid  it   was   expressly  enacted,  *' that  an 

'    •       universal  ccpaality  between   every  relii^ious  denomination; 
!  according  to  the  true  spirit  ofihe  constitution,  towards  each 

other,  shall  forever  prcv.-iil."  By  another  act  simultane- 
ouslv  passed,  ail  the  colonial  acts,  hy  which  the  inliabitants 
of  New  Ycr)-,  llichmond,  Westchester  and  Queens  coun- 
ties had  been  comjrdled  to  pay  taxrs  lor  the  support  of  the 
Episcopal  clergy,  commencing  with  the  act  of  1603,  were 
repealed,  as  repugnant  lo  the  constitution  ;  and  this  repeal 
was  also  expressly  extendid  to  the  act  of  1700,  against 
Jesuits  and  Popisii  priests,  j  ]\[aiiy  other  alterations  of  the 
colonial  statutes  were  made,  and  many  new  statutes  passed, 
with  a  further  view  to  the  same  end. J 
I  Simultaneously  v/ith  these  elforts  to  perfect  her  own  in- 

stitutions, New  York  took  en  early  and  leading  part,  in  the 
various  measures  lor  reforming:  Vuc  goveiimient  of  the  Con- 
federation, which  iinally  gave  to  the  Auicricau  Republic 
the  Federal  Consiiiution.  Her  .share  in  these  proceedings 
forms  an  interesting  pan  of  iheir  hi-.lory;  but  is  not  Avithin 
the  plan  of  my  prc.-eut  di^cour;e.§ 

adhering  lo  the  enemy  ;  forever  1.ani>he.l  from  the  ?-';a!e,  on  pnin  of  death  in  case 
of  return  ;  and  their  tsratfs  forfeited; — is.  perhips,  the  strongest  of  the  ehiss. 
Bat  it  does  not  stand  alone  ;  the  liellinn  iitternrriitum  waged  against  the  State 
compelled  it  to  exert,  to  the  utinnsi,t>ll  the  rights  ol  war. 

•  Act  of  ICth  July,  17^:},  aboli.^hing  entails,  v^:c.  L:iws  of  New  York  hy 
Holt  and  I.oiulon,  2.")8  ;  3  Revised  .Statutes,  1st  edition,  App.  47.  Tiie  net  wna 
repealed  and  a  new  and  ial't?r  one  iia.-;?ed  D.3d  IVhrunry,  178G  ;  Jones  &  Var- 
ick,  i.  215  ;  3  Revised  Statutes  of  JfSO,  Jst  ed.  App.  Iri. 

+  Jones  and  Varick,  i.  li!S,  131. 

tBy  the  act  of  the  I5th  of  April,  1736,  Samuxl  Jones  and  RicHakd  Vakice 
•were  appointed  to  revise  and  digest  the  whole  body  of  th.e  statute  law,  with  a 
view  to  itj  more  thorou.:;h  cunfonni'.y  to  the  new  iiis;i!!iions.  They  reported  a 
Bill  of  Rights  ;  an  act  concerning  tenures  ,  and  many  other  important  laws, 
which  may  be  found  in  the  second  volntne  of  their  edition,  and  most  of  v.hicli 
continued  in  lorce,  with  iitil-;  clKimre,  \mtil  1:^30. 

^  It  i3  believed,  that  New  York  is  entitled  to  the  honor  rf  ori.'iinating  tlie  first 
ksislative  proposal  fjr  the    rovision   of  the    Aiti:r.s   of  CsinfcJeraiion.     On  the 
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The  constitu!ion  of  1777  continued  unchantred  until 
ISOl.  In  t!iat  year  a  convcnUon  of  dc'cp:atei;,  elected  by 
the  people,  pursiiaiil  to  an  act  of  tlie  Legislature  previously 
passed,  was  hckh  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  expe- 
diency of  limiting  the  number  of  senators  and  members  of 
Assembly  ;  and  also  to  determine  the  true  construction  of 
that  part  of  the  constitution,  which  created  tlie  Council  of 
Appointment. 

J-jxperience  had  shown  the  inconvenience  of  legislative 
bodies,  so  large  as  the  Senate  and  Assembly  were  gradu- 
ally becoming  ;  and  during  the  latter  part  of  the  adminis- 
tration of  Gov.  Jay,  a  serious  controversy  had  arisen  in  the 
Council  of  Appointment,  in  respect  to  the  right  of  nomina- 
tion— the  Governor  claiming,  that  it  belonged  exclusively 
to  him,  subject  to  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  other  mem- 
bers: and  three  of  the  senators  insisting,  that  each  mem- 
ber possessed  it,  concurrently  with  the  Governor  and  every 
other  member.* 

The  Convention  adopted  a  series  of  amendments,  fixing 
the  number  of  assemblymen,  for  that  time,  at  100  ;  and  de- 
claring that  they  should  never  exceed  ISO.f  They  fixed 
the  number  of  the  senators,  permanently,  at  3-2,  eight  for 
each  of  the  four  great  districts  into  which  the  State  was 
divided.J  In  regard  to  the  Council  of  Appointment,  they 
decided,  that  the  right  of  nomination  was  vested  concur- 
rently in  the  Governor,  and  in  each  of  the  members,  for  the 
time  being.§ 

The  changes  made  in  the  composition  of  the  Senate  and 
Assembly,  were  Judicious;  but  the  decision  of  the  Conven- 
tion in  regard  to  the  Council  of  Ajjpointment  greatly  ag- 
gravated the  mischiefs  inherent  in  the  system.  As  the  State 
grew  in  population  and  in  wealth,  the  olHces,  at  the  diposal 
of  the  Council,  increased  in  Tiumber  and  in  value  ;  and  they 
also  increased  who  sought  them.     And  as  the  senators  an- 

2'2  1  of  Julj',  1753,  resolutions  were  unanimously  passed  by  the  Senate  and  As- 
8i-mbly,in  which,  at'ier  pointing  out  the  defects  of  tlie  existinji  system,  they  urged 
on  Congress  and  the  other  States,  the  necessity  of  calling  a  general  convention  to 
revise  and  amend  the  Confederation.  These  resolutions  were  introduced  by 
Gen.  Sohuyler,  at  the  instance,  doubtless,  of  Hamilton,  who  was  in  attendance 
on  the  L-£rislature,  as  Receiver  of  Continental  taxes  for  the  State  of  >.ew  York. 
Lif-  of  Hamilton,  i.  40."). 

•  il  unmond's  Political  tfistory  of  Xow  York,  i.  1.j5 — l.'iT. 

t  Amendments  of  1301,  arts.  1,  4,  numher  altered  in  ld31,  to  12^,  which  is 
still  retained. 

I  An  3.  r.umber  of  senators,  32,  still  retained;  number  of  districts  altered  in 
1331,  and  again  in  1S4G,  when  the  tenure  of  the  oliice  was  also  siiortciied. 

§  An.  i. 
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nually  placed  in  the  Council  by  the  Assembly,  were,  in  all 
practicable  cases,  taken  iVom  one  and  the  same  political 
party,  the  effect  was,  to  set  up,  Irom  year  to  year,  all  the 
offices  in  the  State,  (except  those  held  by  the  hi- her  mem- 
bers of  the  judiciary  or  under  their  authority.)  as  prizes  to 
the  party,  m  hich,  by  superior  activity  or  skill,  could  obtain 
a  majority  in  this  body.  "If  the  ingenuity  of  man  had 
been  exercised."  (said  one  of  the  most  distinguished  Gov- 
ernors of  our  State,  one,  too,  who,  as  a  member  of  the  Coun- 
cil in  1797,  insisted  on  the  concurrent  right  of  ncmination 
afterwards  established.)  "  to  organize  the  a])pointiiig  power 
in  such  a  way  as  to  produce  continual  intrigue  and  commo- 
tion in  the  State,  none  could  have  been  devised  with  more 
effect  than  the  ])resent  arrangement."*  The  evil  tenden- 
cies and  results  of  the  system  led  to  repeated  projiosals  for 
a  Convention  ;  but  as  reform  in  this  particular  was  not 
very  anxiously  desired  by  the  mere  politicians  of  any  party, 
it  would  probably  have  been  long  deferred,  had  not  another 
question  arisen,  more  interesting  to  the  masses,  if  not  more 
important  in  itself. 

This  was  the  question  of  the  extension  of  the  right  of 
suffrage.  The  freehold  qualification  required  of  voters  for 
governor,  lieutenant  governor  and  senators,  was  found,  as 
the  population  of  the  State  increased,  to  operate  injuri- 
ously. Large  portions  of  the  people,  many  of  them  persons 
of  great  intelligence  and  possessed  of  personal  property,  or 
of  interests  in  lands  less  than  freeholds,  far  exceeding  the 
value  of  th(>  freehold  demanded  by  the  constitution,  were, 
5o  far  as  regarded  the  choice  of  these  officers,  practically 
disfranchised.  The  injustice  and  impolicy  of  this  exclu- 
sion attracted  more  and  more  of  the  public  attention,  and 
in  the  year  1^20,  became  a  prominent  topic  of  discus- 
sion. As  reliel'  could  only  be  obtained  by  an  amendment 
of  the  eonstitution,  and  a's  there  was  then  no  way  of  ef- 
fecting such  an  amendment,  but  by  the  call  of  a  con- 
vention, the  friends  of  the  reform'  made  this  measure 
their  rallying  point,  and  pressed  it,  with  such  earnestness, 
that  on  the  lliih  of  March,  1821,  an  act  recommending  a 
convention  ot  the  people  of  the  State,  was  passed  by  the 
Legislature. t 

»  Speech  of  De  Wi't  Clintna  to  the  Lei^'islnture  in  November,  1^20. 

t'I'he  legislative  lu.!.  ry  ot  the  tv.-o  bills  lor  .•dIIhii:  a  Converiiioii,  ihe  first  of 
which  waa  rejected,  in  Novcinber,  IS-JO.  by  the  Council  of  P.evision— a  inensure 
>Nhiph  led  to  the  abolition  of  that  board— la  bncilv,  but  I'airiy  gntii,  by  llaiii- 
luoiid,  1.  512 — ojl  :  oJo— j'ji. 
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Tin's  net  authorized  the  taking  of  the  sense  of  the  elec- 
tors, on  the  question  whether  a  convention  should  be  held; 
and  in  ca^c  of  a  decision  in  the  afTirmative,  provided  for 
the  choo.-ing  and  assembling  of  delegates.  Such  being  the 
decision,  a  convention  was  accordingly  chosen,  and  in  Au- 
gust, ISO],  it  entered  upon  its  duties. 

The  drlec:ates  to  this  body,  immediately  resolved  to  take 
up  the  whole  Constitution,  with  the  view,  not  only  of  mak- 
ing the  particular  amendments  so  loudly  called  for  by  their 
constituents,  but  of  giving  the  instrument  a  thorough  revi- 
sion. It  soon  became  evident,  that  to  carry  out  the  views 
of  the  Convention,  it  would  be  necessary,  to  prepare  an  en- 
tirely new  Constitution.  This  was  accordingly  done  ;  and 
the  instrument,  on  being  submitted  to  the  people  was  ap- 
proved by  a  large  majority  of  votes,  and  came  into  full 
effect  on  the  1st  of  January,  1S23. 

By  this  instrument,  which  was  arranged  in  a  lucid  order, 
and  expressed,  for  the  most  part,  in  a  neat  and  perspicuous 
style,  the  general  frame  of  the  government  w'as  retained  ; 
but  the  changes  in  some  of  its  most  material  arrangements 
were  many  and  important. 

The  number  of  the  senators  was  retained  at  32,  and  the 
the  term  of  service  was  unaltered ;  but  the  number  of  the 
senate  districts  was  doubled,  the  State  being  divided,  for  the 
election  of  senators,  and  also  for  judicial  purposes,  into  eiijht 
districts.*  The  House  of  Assembly  was  fixed  at  12Sf. 
The  numbers  of  these  two  branches,  as  thus  settled,  still  re- 
main. 

The  compensation  of  members  of  the  Legislature  was 
permanently  fixed;  they  were  prohibited  from  receiving 
civil  appointments  from  the  Governor  and  Senate,  or  the 
Legislature;  officers  of  the  Federal  Government  were  pro- 
hibited from  sitting  in  either  house  ;  and  the  Lesrislature 
were  empowered  to  remove,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the 
Assembly  and  a  majority  of  the  Senate,  the  highest  judicial 
officers.;];  All  these  provisions  have  been  retained  in  the 
Constitution  of  18 IG. 

The  term  of  service  of  the  Governor  and  Lieutenant 
Governor,  was  reduced  to  two  years  ;  the  Council  of  Revi- 
sion was  abolished;  and  the  rjualified  veto  power,  befor*^  jios- 
scssed  by  that  board,  vested  in  the  Governor. ||  These  ])ro- 
visions  remain  in  force.  ,..  ..      ,. ;  .,  . 


•  Constitution  of  18-21,  art.  i, 'J  2.     Altered  1841.  t  Article  i.  «,  2. 

J  An.  !,<;-)  9, 10,  11,1.3.  U  Art.  i.  §  lv>.     Art.  iii. 'J  1- 
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The  right  of  tuiTrjigc,  (except  as  to  persons  of  color,)  was 
placed  on  a  iievv  ami  enlar-'od  bnsis.  The  freehold  quall- 
lications  pvcscribed  by  the  (Jonstituiion  of  1777  were  abol- 
ii«hed;  biic  the  payment  of  taxes,  or  pome  equivalent  con- 
tribution to  the  pubbc  service,  was  still  required.*  In  h^2G, 
this  article  was  amended;  so  as  to  require  only  citizenship, 
inhabitancy  :-Md.  residence — thus  introducing,  in  eflect,  uni- 
versal surTrag'-,  which  yet  exists.f 

i\Ienof  color  (except  when  citizens  of  three  years  stand- 
ing, owners  of  freeliolds  of  the  value  oi^  S250,  and  tax  pay- 
ers) were  prohibited  from  voting.;^  This  arrangement, 
though  a  provision  for  its  alteration  was  separately  submit- 
ted by  tlie  Convention  of  1846,  to  the  decision  of  the  people, 
remains  unaliercd.^ 

It  was  provided,  that  all  elections,  by  the  citizens,  should 
be  by  ballot,  except  for  such  town  otTicers,  as  might,  by 
law,  be  directed  to  be  other\Aise  chosen. ji  This  provision  is 
retained. 

The  appointing  power  was  placed  on  an  entirely  new 
footing.     The  Council  of  Appointment  was  abolished.     Mi- 


•  Ar'.  ii.  §  1.  ■  '^    •  ■■,■.". 

+  Ameiidmeni  Xo.  2  of  162C.  4 

{Art.  ii.  H' 

\  At  the  time  of  framing  the  Constitution  of  1777,  there  were  few  or  no  free 
persons  of  color,  possessed  of  the  qualificnticns  rcquireci  of  voters,  viihin  the 
State;  and  tlie  (juestioii,  H'hether  the  riL;ht  of  sufi'ra^e  should  be  confined  to 
uhite  per.'ons,  seems  not  have  arisen.  By  the  act  of  February  22d,  1768,  new 
facilities  were  provided  for  the  nianuniission  of  slave.^.     I'nder  its  operation,  the  - 

number  of  free  persons  of  color  continued  to  increase,  from  year  to  year  ;  and  as 
these  person?,  when  possessed  of  the  requisite  qualifications,  were  entitled  to  vote, 
ihe  nuiid.er  of  elrctors  of  color  increased  in  almost  equal  proportion,  though  it 
remained  ^nuill,  until  after  1617.  The  act  of  March  29th,  1799,  provided  for 
the  jrradun!  abolition  of  slavery,  by  declaring  that  every  child  born  after  the  4th 
of  July,  1799,  of  a  slave,  should  be  free — if  a  male,  on   attaining  the  age  of  28  ^ 

years,  nnd  if  n  female  on  attaininfi  the  age  of  25.  By  this  law,  a  large  number 
of  persons  of  color  became  fiee  in  IS  17  ;  and  thus  the  number  of  colored  voters  i, 

was  lari'ely   irereased.     The  act  of  IVhirch  31st,  1S17,  declared,  that  after  tho  j 

4th  of  July  1-27,  every  colored  person  born  before  .Tuly  4th,  1799,  should  be 
free — thus  completing  the  abolition  of  slavery  within  this  State.  The  Conven- 
tion of  l.'-2l — in  view  of  the  rapid  increase  of  free  colored  persons,  by  the  oper- 
ation of  these  laws,  and  by  immigration  from  other  Stales,  and  of  the  inespedi- 
fncy  of  entrusting  the   right  of  suffrage   to  a  class  practically  ineligible   to  even  ;j 

the  humblest  office,  nnd  doomed  by  positive  enactment,  as  well  as  by  the  stronger 
law  L/f  public  opinion,  to  a  degrading  social  inferiority — thought  it  necessary,  to 
insert  in  ihe  Constituiion,  ilie  prohibitory  clause  nieiuioned  in  the  text  ;  and  the  *^ 

like  reasons,  it  may  be  presumed,  led  to  the  rejection  of  the  amendment  sub- 
mitted by  the  Convention  of  1516.  As  a  consequence  of  their  exclusion  from 
the  list  of  voters,  the  Constitutions  of  1S2I  and  1S4G,  carel'ully  provide,  that  per- 
sons of  color  shall  not  be  si'fiject  to  direct  taxation,  unless  seized  and  possessed 
of  real  estate  sufficient  to  entitle  them  to  vote. 

II  Art.  ii.  4  4.  '4 
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litia  officers,  except  a  few  of  the  highest  grades,  \vere  made 
cl'otivc.*  The  appointment  of  the  higher  judicial  oliicers 
was  assigned  to  the  Governor  witii  the  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate.f  Justices  of  the  Peace  were  to  be  a])pointed  by  the 
boards  of  supervisors,  and  the  county  judges  ;J  a  provision 
which  was  altered  in  1S2G,  when  these  oliicers  were  made 
fieri ivc.§ 

'Die  Secretary  of  State  and  other  State  ofTicers  were  to 
bo  appointed  by  the  Senate  and  Assembly. ||  SherilFs,  Cor- 
oners and  Clerks  of  counties  were  made  elective  ;  and  they 
so  continue. ^1 

The  higher  courts  were  empowered,  as  in  the  Constitu- 
tion of  1777,  to  appoint  their  own  clerks.**  Local  oiiicer-s 
were,  in  some  cases,  made  appointable  by  local  authorities, 
and  a  discretionary  power  was  given  to  the  Legislature,  to 
fix  the  manner  in  which  officers  noi  specially  provided  for 
in  the  Constitution,  should  be  elected  or  appointed. ff  In  the 
exercise  of  this  power,  the  appointment  of  many  adminis- 
trative officers  was  afterwards  devolved,  by  law,  upon  the 
Governor  and  Senate — thus  greatly  enlarging  the  patronage 
©f  the  former,  and  making  more  close,  the  connection  of 
the  latter  with  the  appointing  power. 

All  these  provisions,  except  such  as  gave  the  appointing 
power  to  the  people,  or  to  local  authorities,  have  been 
swept  away  by  the  Constitution  of  18-10. 

The  Constitution  of  1821,  retained  the  Court  of  Chancery, 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  Court  for  the  Correction  of  Er- 
rors, as  established  in  1777  ;  except  that  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  were  relieved  from  circuit  duties.ji 

Tlie  official  tenure  of  the  higher  judicial  officers,  as  fixed 
by  the  Constitution  of  1777,  was  retained  ;  but  they  were 
made  removable  by  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  and  As- 
sembly, to  be  passed  with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of 
the  latter  and  a  majority  of  the  former.§§  The  like  power 
of  removal  is  contained  in  the  Constitution  of  1S4G. 

For  the  trial  of  issues  of  fact,  and  of  criminal  cases,  and 
for  such  equity  jurisdiction  as  the  Legislature  might  assign 
to  them,  eight  circuit  judges  were  created. [iH  This  arrange- 
ment was  soon  found  to  be  inadequate,  and  as  the  State  in- 


•  Art.  iv. 'T^^  1.  2.  »«Art.  iv.  ^9. 

t  An.  iv.  §  7.  tt  Art.  iv.  ^()  10,  13,  14,  15. 

t  Art.  iv.  §  7.  ttArt.  v.,  §i)  1,3,5. 

^-Vinerulment  No.  1  of  162G.  {^  Art.  i.  §  13. 

r  Art.  iv.  .)  G.  |11|  lb. 

VArt.  iv.  ,5.)  8,  11. 
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creased  in  population,  the  deficiency  became  more  and  more 
apparent :  until,  in  1845,  it  formed  one  of  the  chief  ne- 
cessities for  calling  a  new  Convention. 

The  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  1777,  for  the  secur- 
ity of  personal  rights,  were  retained  ;  but  as  they  v/crc  not 
deemed  sufficiently  comprehensive,  several  new  sections, 
mostly  taken  tVom  the  iirst  amendments  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  .States,  were  added.*  These  provisions,  thus 
enlarged,  are  repeated  in  the  Constitution  of  1846. 

Provision  was  wisely  made  for  further  amendments,  with- 
out the  agency  of  a  convention.  Amendments  might  be 
proposed  in  cither  house.  If  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of 
the  members  elected  to  each  house,  and  by  two-thirds  of 
each  house  of  the  Legislature  next  elecfed,  they  were  then 
to  be  submitted  to  the  people  ;  and  if  ratified  by  a  majority 
of  the  electors,  to  become  a  part  of  the  Constitution. f  In 
the  mode  thus  prescribed,  several  amendments,  some  of 
which  have  been  alluded  to,  were  adopted  by  successive 
legislatures,  approved  by  the  people,  and  thus  added  to  the 
constitution. j 

Tlie  Convention  of  1S4G,  had  its  origin  in  the  failure  of 
certain  amendments  on  the  subject  of  State  debts  and  lia- 
bilities, proposed  in  1844,  to  obtain,  in  the  following  year, 
the  assent  of  iv:o-thirds  of  each  house,  though  they  com- 
manded tliat  of  a  mojority  of  each. 

These  amendments  were  directed  to  two  objects  :  First, 
to  confirm  the  pledges  and  guarantees  of  the  memorable  act 
of  1842, '-to  provide  for  paying  the  debts  and  preserving 
the  credit  of  the  State  ;"§  and  secondly,  to  limit  and  control 
the  debt-contracting  power  of  the  Legislature.  They  had 
called  out  so  general  a  discussion,  and  liad  been  so  favor- 
ably received  by  large  ])ortions  of  the  people,  and  there  was 
also  so  general  a  conviction,  that  the  judiciary  establish- 
ments required  a  thorough  re-organization,  that  the  Legis- 
lature of  1845,  on  the  failure  of  the  proposed  amendments 
to  receive  the  constitutional  majority,  passed  an  act  recom- 
mending a  Convention  to  revise  the  Constitution  ;  and  direct- 

*  An.  vii.  t  Art.viii,  §  1. 

_  X  Two  ameniiments  were  finally  ratified  in  152G — une  providing  for  the  elec- 
tion of  justicps  of  tde  peace;  and  the  other  extending  the  ri^ht  of  siifuaoe. 
Two  in  1-^33;  one  r'.'ducinfr  the  salt  duties;  and  the  other  providing  that  Uie 
mayor  ofNew-^  orii  should  be  chosen  by  the  people  ; — and  two  in  1835,  one  pro- 
viding fur  the  restoration  of  the  salt  duties  to  the  General  Fund  ;  and  the  other 
providing  f)r  the  choice  of  mayors  in  all  the  cities  of  the  State,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Lerri.ilature. 

^Laws^of  IS12,  p.  79,  ch.  114. 
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VICT  the  question,  v^hcthor  sncK  a  Convention  should  be  held, 
to  \)0  submilted  to  the  P'?op!e  ::t  the  r.nniial  election  in  No- 
vrnibcr,  1815.  in  the  event  of  an  ailiirnative  decision,  an 
cl<"cti(»n  for  dclejra!os  was  to  be  held  in  April.  184G,  and 
the  delegates  then  elected  \vere  to  assemble  in  June,  184G, 
for  the  execution  of  their  trust.* 

The  IVoplc  lia\ing  decided  for  a  Convention,  delecrates 
were  chosen  and  assembled.  The  result  of  tlieir  labors 
appf^nred,  in  due  time,  in  the  form  of  a  new  Con-litution, 
■\\  liich  having:  been  approved  by  a  large  majority  of  the 
People,  is  now.  as  \o  n]l  matters  witliin  the  circle  of  IState 
sovereignty,  the  supreme  law  of  the  State,  and  of  the  three 
millions  of  souls  dwelling  within  its  bounds.  To  us  and  to 
our  posterity,  so  long  as  it  shall  remain  in  force,  it  is  also 
llic  charter  of  our  riglitr-  and  liberties  as  freemen  ;  the  bond 
of  our  social  union  ;  the  standard  of  civic  duty  ;  and  the 
measure  of  political  power. 

AVell  then  does  it  deserve  our  careful  examination :  and 
to  this  I  shall  now  proceed. 

On  a  general  view  of  the  instrument,  we  perceive,  that 
the  changes  introduced  by  it,  are  not  only  more  numerous 
than  those  ever  before  made,  at  any  one  time,  but  far  more 
im])ortant. 

Jjct  us  look  at  them  with  some  attention  to  details. 

All  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  1S21,  with  the 
amendments  made  to  it,  by  which  the  right  of  sullrage, 
and  other  civil  rights  were  extended  or  more  fully  secured, 
are  preserved  in  this  instrument.  It  contains,  in  addition, 
many  new  provisions  of  the  like  nature,  conceived  in  a 
still  larger  spirit  of  democratic  liberty,  and  giving  new  elli- 
caey  and  vigor  to  tlie  popular  will. 

Thus — the  Governor  is  no  longer  required  to  be  either  a 
native  citizen  or  a  freeholder;  the  general  pov/cr  of  ap- 
pointment before  vested  in  him  and  tlie  Senate,  is  given  di- 
rectly to  the  People  ;  and  the  Legislature  are  authorized  to 
confer  on  the  board  of  supervisors,  in  the  several  counties, 
fiuch  further  powers  of  local  legislation  and  administration 
ns  they  may  prescribe,  j-  By  these  changes  and  by  other  like^ 
provisions,  the  central  power  before  existing  at  the  seat  of 
Oovt-rninent,  is  broken  up;  tlie  number  of  elective  oliicers 
rnu.'h  increased  ;  and  the  immediate  agency  of  the  people 
in  the  practical  administration  of  the  government,  very 
greatly  enlarged. 

•  Laws  of  It  15,  p.  270,  ch.  ^o2.  t  Art.  4  §  1  ;  Art.  Ti  ;  Art.  3  §  17. 
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The  principle  of  these  changes  receives  its  boldest  illus- 
tration, ill  the  establishment  of  an  entirely  new  judiciary, 
elective  in  nil  its  pails,  and  for  short  terms  of  service.^ 
Clerks  of  courts  and  district  attorneys,  and  all  judicial 
oflicers  of  cities  and  villages,  are  also  to  be  chosen  in  the 
same  way.f  The  secretary  of  state,  comptroller,  trea- 
surer, and  attorney  general,  instead  of  being  appointed 
by  the  senate  and  assembly  for  three  years,  are  also  to  be 
chosen  by  the  People,  and  to  hold  for  but  two  years.J  A 
state  engineer  and  surveyor,  canal  commissioners,  and  in- 
spectors of  state  prisons,  are  also  to  be  chosen,  and  for  short 
terms,  by  the  People. § 

All  county  oiiicers,  whose  appointment  is  not  otherwise 
provided  for,  are  to  be  elected  by  the  people,  or  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  boards  of  supervisors,  as  the  Legislature 
may  direct:  and  they  may  also  direct  all  city,  town  and 
village  oiJicers,  whose  appointment  is  not  otherwise  pro- 
vided for,  to  be  chosen  by  the  electors  of  their  respective 
municijxilities.il 

Along  with  these  proofs  of  undoubting  confidence  in  the 

•  Art.  C.  The  court  for  the  correction  of  errors,  the  court  of  cha-cery,  the 
supreme  anj  circuit  courts,  and,  except  ia  the  c.ty  of  Nesv  York,  the  county 
courls,  as  tl;cy  e.xisteJ  under  the  Constitution  of  lSi!l,  are  all  abolished.  In  liea 
of  them,  the  Constitution  of  18  IG  creales  first — a  court  of  appeals  to  consist  of 
eii^ht  judges,  four  to  be  elected  by  the  electors  of  the  State,  for  eight  yt-ars,  and 
four  to  be  selected,  from  the  class  of  justices  of  the  su[irenie  court,  having  the 
shoriest  time  to  serve: — secondly — a  supreme  court,  having  jurisdiction  in  law 
and  eq;iiiy,  to  consist  of  thirty-two  justices,  to  be  chosen  in  eiL;ht  separate  dis- 
tricts, tlio  electors  of  each  district  choosing  four;  tlie  justices  tirst  chosen  to  be 
classified,  so  that  one  justice,  in  each  district,  shall  go  out  of  ofTice  every  two 
years;  but  every  justice  afterwards  chosen,  is  to  hold  for  eisiht  years;  general 
terms  of  the  court  to  be  held,  in  the  several  districts,  by  three  or  more  of  the 
justices  ;  and  s;iecial  terms  of  the  court,  and  circuit  courts,  to  be  lield  by  any 
one  or  mor-i  of  the  justices,  any  one  or  more  of  whom  may  also  preside  in 
courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  ; — and  thirdly,  a  county  court,  of  civil  jurisdiction, 
in  each  cou::iy  (except  in  New  York,  where  the  court  of  general  sessions,  the 
court  of  common  pleas,  and  the  superior  court  are  left  in  existence  subject  to  the 
direction  of  the  Legislature)  to  bo  held  by  a  single  judge,  chosen  by  tlie  electors 
of  the  county,  tijr  fiur  years;  which  judge  may  be  charged,  by  the  Legislature, 
vith  equity  jurisdiction,  in  special  ca^es,  and  in  certain  counties  with  the  duties 
of  surrogate,  and  wiili  two  justices  of  the  peace  may  hold  courts  of  sessions  of 
criminal  juris^iinion.  Ait.  6.  ^^  2,  3,  4,  G,  12,  U  ;  Art.  14  §  12.  It  is  much 
to  be  regretted,  that  the  new  method  of  appointing  judicial  ofticers,  should  be 
associated,  at  its  commencement,  with  a  judicial  system,  in  many  respects,  not 
well  arranged.  The  ejections  of  1S47  have  fully  sustained  tlie  confidence,  re- 
posed by  the  Convention  of  1S4G,  in  tlie  capacity  of  the  Peoi)!e  to  select  upright 
and  able  judgfs;  but  there  seem  to  be  defects  in  the  system,  which  no  amount 
of  ability  or  intcLrnty  in  the  judges  can  entirely  overcome,  and  which  will  soon 
demand  material  and  extensive  changes. 

t  Art.  10  .;.  1.     Art.  6  §  IS.  %  Art.  5  §  2,  ^  3,  §4- 

«  X  Art.  5  V  1.  II  Art.  10,  §  2. 
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People,  tliere  is  displayed,  throughout  the  whole  instrument, 
n  ji'aloiisy  of  their  rej)rescntatives,  winch  has  led  to  the 
iorhiddin^r  of  some  powers  before  possessed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  to  the  limiting  of  others  yet  entrusted  to  that 
hudy.  The  principle  of  responsibility  on  the  part  of  legis- 
lators and  of  other  public  agents,  is  also  more  lully  dcvel- 
oj)ed.  by  i)rin2'ing  them  nearer  to  the  People,  by  giving 
greater  jjublicity  to  their  proceedings  ;  and  by  subjecting 
such  proceedings  and  their  authors,  at  sliorter  intervals,  to 
the  public  judgment. 

Thus — the  senators,  instead  of  being  chosen  for  four  years, 
and  in  large  districts,  are  to  be  chosen  for  only  two  years, 
and  in  single  districts.*  A  like  change  is  made  in  regard 
to  the  Assembly,  the  members  of  which  are  also  to  be 
tlecicd  in  single  districts.f 

The  Governor  is  required  annually  to  communicate  to 
ihi;  Legislature,  each  case  of  reprieve,  commutation  or 
pardon,  granted  by  him,  with  its  particulars.! 

The  compensation  of  members  of  the  Legislature,  as  be- 
fore provided,  is  not  to  exceed  three  dollars  a  day;  and  it 
is  also  now  added,  that  such  pay  shall  not  exceed,  in  the 
aggregate,  three  hundred  dollars,  lor  per  diem  allowance, 
c\cej)t  in  proceedings  ior  impcaclimcnt,  and  except  that 
the  members  may  also  be  paid  for  their  aitendance  at  ex- 
tra sessions,  convened  by  the  Governor.^ 

No  bill  can  be  passed  unless  by  the  assent  of  a  majority 
of  all  the  members  elected  to  each  branch ;  and  the  yeas 
and  nays  in  every  ease,  are  to  be  entered  on  the  journal. 
Private  and  local  bills  are  to  embrace  but  one  subject,  and 
that  is  to  be  expressed  in  the  title. !| 

The  Legislature  are  absolutely  prohibited  from  granting 
divorces  ;  from  authorising  lotteries,  or  allowing  the  sale  of 
lottery  tickets ;  and  from  sanctioning,  in  any  manner,  the  sus- 
pension of  specie  payments,  by  banks  or  bankers. II  They 
may  authorize  the  forming  of  banking  and  other  corporations 
under  gt-neral  laws  ;  but  corporations  are  not  to  be  created 
by  special  act,  except  for  municipal  purposes,  and  whore 
the  object  cannot  be  attained  under  general  laws.  Dues 
from  corporations  are  to  be  secured  by  the  individual  lia- 
bility of  the  corporators,  and  by  other  means  to  be  pre- 
scribed by  law.** 

'Art.  3  §2  §3.  I!  Art.  3  ^  15,  IC. 

1  An.  3  §  5.  1i  Art.  I  <}  10  ,  Art.  8  ^)  5. 

:  An. -1  ^5.  ««  Art.  6  §  4  ^v  1,2. 
§  Art.  3^6. 
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But  thz  most  Important  of  the  new  provisions,  especially 
as  aif'JCting  tlie  poM/er  and  duties  of  the  Legislature,  are 
'those  whieh  relate  to  the   funds,  property  and  credit  of  the 
State. 

!t  was,  as  \vc  have  seen,  in  the  anxieties  of  the  people 
touching  this  great  interest,  that  the  Convention  had  its 
birth.  According!}',  on  thi^;  point,  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution  are  most  thorough  and  explicit.  To  secure  to 
its  true  uses,  the  public  property  ;  to  prevent  the  increase 
of  the  cxistuig  vState  debt ;  to  provide  for  its  full  and  early 
payment ;  and  to  guard,  in  future,  the  resources  and  credit 
of  the  Stace,  against  debt,  improvidence,  and  hazard — 
these  were  the  ciiief  ends  which  the  Convention  labored  to 
accomplish.  ''.Vise  and  worthy  ends,  all,  I  think,  must  ad- 
mit them  to  be;  however  any  may  doubt  as  to  some  of  the 
details  of  which  I  am  to  speak. 

The  provisions  of  the  constitution  of  1821,  making  the 
capital  of  the  common  school  fund  inviolate  are  retained, 
and  arc  extended  to  the  literature  and  United  States  de- 
posite  funds.  The  revenues  of  the  literature  fund  are  to 
be  applied  exclusively  to  academies.  Of  the  revenues  of 
the  United  States  deposite  fund,  825,000,  annually,  are  to 
be  appropriated  in  aid  of  the  common  school  fund.* 

The  canal  fund  and  its  revenues  are  made  the  subject  of 
regulations  still  more  careful  and  minute.  After  paying 
ordinary  expenses  and  repairs,  there  is  set  apart,  out  of 
these  revenues,  in  each  year,  the  sum  of  $1,300,000  until 
1855  ;  and  from,  that  time  the  sum  of  81,750,000,  in  each 
year,  as  a  sinking  fund  to  pay  the  canal  debt ;  until  it  shall 
l)c  wholly  paid.  "Of  the  surplus  revenues,  8350,000  in  each 
ycnr,  until  payment  of  the  entire  canal  debt  is  provided 
for,  and  after  that  period,  81,500,000  in  each  year,  are  to 
be  set  apart  as  a  sinking  fund,  to  ])ay  the  General  Fund 
debt.  From  tlie  same  source,  there  is  made  a  further  an- 
nual appropriation,  of  not  exceeding  $200,000,  for  the  use 
of  the  General  Fund,  in  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
State;  and  the  remainder  of  the'surplus  canal  revenues  is 
to  be  apjilicd  by  the  Legislature  to  the  completion  of  the 
Erie  Canal  enlargement,  and  the  Gencssee  and  Black  river 
Canals.f 

There  arc  some  further  provisions  of  a  prospective  na- 
ture, to  meet  certain  contingencies ;  but  it  is  expressly  pro- 
vided, that  if  the  sinking  funds  for  the  payment  of  the  ca- 

•Art.9.  •  t  Art.  7.5^1,2,3. 
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nal  debt,  and  the  General  Fund  debt,  or  either  of  them, 
prove  insufficient  to  satisfy  the  public  creditors,  as  their 
ciainis  become  pa}  abU",  the  Legiskiture  shall,  by  taxes,  so 
increase  tlie  revenues  of  these  sinking  funds,  as  to  make 
them  sullicient  perfectly  to  preserve  tiie  public  faith.* 

Thus  much  for  the  past  and  the  present;  let  us  now  look 
at  the  i)rovisions  for  the  future. 

Laws  appropriating  public  moneys  are  only  operative  to 
autiiorizc  payments  of  such  moneys  for  two  years.  Every 
liw  making  a  new  appropriation,  or  continuing  or  reviving 
an  ajipropriation,  must  disitinctly  specify  the  sum  appropri- 
ated, and  the  object  to  which  it  is  to  be  applied;  audit 
.shall  not  be  sufficient  for  such  law  to  refer  to  any  other 
law  to  fix  such  sum.f  The  like  provision  is  made  in  re- 
spect to  every  law  imposing,  continuing,  or  reviving  a  tax; 
and  on  the  final  passage  in  eitlier  house  of  every  such  act, 
and  of  every  act  creating  a  debt  or  charge,  or  making,  con- 
tinuing, or  reviving  any  appropriation  of  public  or  trust 
money  or  property,  or  releasing,  discharging,  or  commuting 
any  claim  or  demand  of  the  State,  three-fifths  of  all  the 
members  elected  to  the  house  are  required  to  be  present  to 
constitute  a  quorum  ;  and  the  question  is  to  be  taken  by 
ayes  and  noes,  which  are  to  be  entered  on  the  journals.  J 

'J'he  credit  of  the  State  is  not,  in  any  manner,  to  be  given 
or  loaned  to,  or  in  aid  of,  any  individual,  association,  or 
corporation. § 

The  Legislature  may  authorize  the  contracting  of  debts, 
to  meet  casual  deficits  or  failures  in  the  revenues,  or  lor 
expenses  not  provided  for  ;  but  such  debts,  direct  and  con- 
tingent, singly  or  in  the  aggregate,  cannot  at  any  time  ex- 
ceml  one  million  of  dollars  ;  and  they  may  also  contract 
debts  to  repel  invasion,  suppress  insurrection  or  defend  the 
State  in  war.  With  these  exceptions,  no  debt  can  be  con- 
tracted on  behalf  of  the  State,  unless  authorized  by  a  law, 
for  some  single  work  or  object,  to  be  distinctly  specified 
tliercin  ;  and  such  law  must  provide  for  imposing  and  col- 
lecting a  direct  annual  tax,  sullicient  to  pay  the  interest  on 
the  debt  as  it  falls  due,  and  to  pay  the  principal  wiihin 
eighteen  years.  On  the  final  passage  of  every  such  law, 
tile  <juesiion  is  to  be  taken  in  a  special  form  ;  and  more- 
over. l)etbre  the  law  can  take  effect,  it  must  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  the   i'eople  at  a  gep.eral   election,   and   have   re- 

•  An.  7  §  5.  J  Art.7  §§  l.?,n. 

+  Art.  7  §8.  ■   §Art.  7  § 'J.  ;    ;  ^    ■.■ 
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ceived  a  m^jorit]'  of  b\\  the  votes  ca^it  for  and  nc;ainst  it. 
\V>.onc4er  i<,n\  such  law  .sua I i  Lave  bepii  duly  passed  by 
the  legi'^lature  and  approved  by  the  People,  it  may  be  re- 
pealed by  the  Legislature  ;  but  the  tax  imposed  by  it,  is 
irrepealable,  so  far  as  iriay  be  necessary  to  pay  any  debt 
contracted  under  it.* 

In  hereafter  orjrar.ising  cities  and  villages,  the  Legisla- 
ture are  so  to  restrict  their  pov/er  of  taxation,  of  contract- 
ing debt?,  and  of  loaning  credit,  as  to  prevent  the  abuse  of 
these  powers.f 

The  instrum'^nt  exhibits  an  earnest  desire,  on  the  part  of 
its  framers,  to  reform  and  simplify  the  practice  of  the  law, 
and  to  render  the  administration  of  justice  less  dilatory  and 
expensive  than  heretofore.  Admission  to  practice  in  all 
the  courts^  is  secured  to  every  male  citizen  of  good  moral 
character,  possessing  the  requisite  learning  and  ability  ; 
provision  is  to  be  made  by  law,  tor  enabling  parties  in  civil 
cases  to  waive  a  jury  trial ;  testimony  in  equity  cases  is  to 
be  taken  in  like  manner  as  in  cases  at  law  ;  witnesses  are 
not  to  be  unreasonably  detained  ;  and  no  person  is  to  be  in- 
competent as  a  witness,  on  account  of  his  opinions  on  reli- 
gious subjects.  Provision  is  to  be  made  for  the  speedy 
publication  of  all  statute  laws,  and  of  such  judicial  decis- 
ions as  the  Legislature  may  deem  expedient.^ 

Tril)unals  of  conciliation  for  the  decision  of  controversies 
voluntarily  submitted  may  be  established  by  law.§ 

To  secure  further  reforms  in  the  methods  of  procedure, 
the  Legislature,  at  their  first  session  after  the  adoj)tion  of 
the  Constitution,  arc  to  appoint  commissioners  to  simplify 
and  abridge  the  rules  of  practice,  pleadings,  forms  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  courts. II 

But  the  views  of  the  Convention  were  not  limited  to  a 
mere  imjirovement  in  the  forms  of  procedure.  They  con- 
templated a  bold,  and  in  the  judgment  of  some,  a  startling 
innovation  in  our  .system  of  jurisprudence  ;  for  the  Legisla- 
ture are  also  directed  to  appoint  commissioners  to  reduce, 
into  a  written  sy.3tematic  code,  the  whole  body  of  the  law, 
or  so  much,  and  such  parts  thereof,  as  they  shall  think  prac- 
ticable or  expedient.',!  The  two  boards,  thus  provided  for, 
have  accordinirly  been  appointed,  and  are  now  engaged  in 
the  performance  of  their  dillicult  but  im])ortant  and  honor- 
able tasks. 

»  Art.  7  f'^  10,  II,  10.  tArt.S^9. 

X  Art.  6  §  t*  ;  An.  16  2;  Art.  6  §  10  ;  Art.  1  .^  5  ;  Art.  I§  3  ;  Art.  G  §  22. 
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The  guarantees  for  the  security  of  life,  liberty  and  prop- 
<Tty  contained  in  the  former  constitutions,  arc  eoiitiiiucd. 
jiiid  with  some  ti'lditional  salV>guards  in  respect  to  j)ropcrty 
%vhcn  taken  for  public  u.se.* 

To  ensure  the  soundness  and  stability  of  the  circulating 
medium,  all  bank  notes  are  to  be  registered,  and  ample  se- 
curiiy  is  to  be  required  for  their  redemption  in  speeir;  the 
j^tockhdlders  in  every  banking  association  or  corporation, 
after  the  first  of  January,  1850,  are  to  be  individually  re- 
sp(jnsil)lc  to  the  amount  of  tlieir  stock,  respectively,  Ibr  all 
its  debts  contracted  after  that  day  ;  and  in  case  of  the  in- 
solvency of  any  bank,  the  bill-holders  arc  to  have  preference 
in  payment  over  all  other  creditors.! 

In  another  matter  of  much  importance  to  the  interests  of 
trade,  a  great  and  long  needed  relbrm  has  been  eirceted. 
All  otfices  for  the  \veighing,  measuring,  or  inspecting  of  any 
merchandise,  produce  or  commodity,  are  abolished;  and  no 
such  oliice  can  hereafter  be  created. J 

In  view  of  the  unfitness  of  long  leases  of  agricultural 
lands,  to  the  genius  of  our  government  and  the  habits  and 
temper  of  our  people,  and  moved  probably  by  facts  of  re- 
cent occurrence — too  familiar  to  require,  and  too  discredit- 
able to  allow,  me  to  dwell  on  them — the  Constitution  pro- 
vides, that  no  lea?e  or  grant  of  such  lands  for  a  lonsrer  pe- 
riod than  twelve  years,  hereafter  made,  shall  be  valid  ;  and 
it  declares  that  all  fines,  quarter  sales  and  other  like  re- 
straints upon  alienation,  hereafter  reserved,  shall  be  void.§ 

Some  other  new  provisions,  of  a  miscellaneous  nature, 
deserve  to  be  mentioned. 

The  Constitution  of  IS'^!!  authorized  the  passing  of  laws, 
excluding  from  the  right  of  sutlVage,  persons  convicted  of 
infamous  crimes.  The  Constitution  of  18 IG  authorizes  the 
extension  of  such  laws  to  persons  convicted  of  bribery  or 
larceny.  It  also  authorizes  the  passing  of  laws,  depriving 
j)ersons  making,  or  interested  in,  bets  or  wagers  on  any 
election,  of  the  right  to  vote  at  such  election. i| 

The  Secretary  of  State  and  other  State  ofiicers,  the 
judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  and  the  justices  of  the  Su- 
}>ri'iae  Court,  are  to  receive  fixed  compensations,  which  can 
neithf  r  be  diminished  nor  increased  during  their  continu- 
ance in  otTice  ;  and  they  are   not  to  receive,  to  their  own 


•  Art,  1  ;  id.  ^.)  1,  8,  10.  ^  Art.  I  §5  14,  15. 

t  Art.  8  66  6.  7,  8.  ||  Art.  i.'  §  Q. 

}  Art.  5  ^8. 
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use,  fees  or  perquisites  of  oflice.     This  latter  prohibition  is 
also  extended  to  all  judicial  officers  except  justices  of  the 

peace.*  ,  r        rr  •   ^ 

la  addition  to  the  power  of  removing  officers  for  otucial 
misconduct  contained  in  the  Constitution  of  18-Jl,  the  Con- 
stitution of  ISIG  directs  provision  to  be  made  by  law,  for 
the  removal,  in  such  cases,  of  certain  of  the  new  officers 
hereafter  to  be  elected  at  the  general  clections.f 

Two  omissions  remain  to  be  mentioned — the  one—of  a 
provision  contained  in  the  Constitution  of  1821  requiring 
the  assent  of  two-thh-ds  oi  the  members  elected  to  each 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  to  bills  creating,  altering  or  re- 
newing corporations— and  the  other— of  the  provision,  con- 
tained in  the  Constitutions  of  1777  and  1821,  rendering  min- 
isters of  the  gospel  and  priests  of  every  denomination,  in- 
eligible to  any  civil  or  military  office.  Experience  had 
ck^riv  sliowii'the  inexpediency  of  the  first  named  of  these 
pi-oviCiuiis,  and  the  omission  of  the  last  obliterates  an  ano- 
malous distinction.  It  may,  however,  be  questioned,  whether 
the  theoretic  equality  now  secured  to  the  clergy,  will,  in  the 
long  run,  be  found  of  as  m.uch  practical  beneiit  to  them  or 
to  tlieir  docks,  as  both  have  heretofore  derived  from  the 
distinct  recognition,  in  the  two  former  Constitutions,  of  the 
sacred  chara^cter  and  pre-eminent  usefulness  of  the  clerical 
professii;!!. 

The  new  Constitution,  like  that  of  1821,  contains  a  dis- 
tinct recognition  of  the  power  of  the  People,  to  alter  or  ab- 
rogate, as  tiiey  may  find  occasion,  in  part  or  in  whole,  their 
existing. government,  and  to  establish  new  systems  in  its 
place  ;  and  it  closes  with  a  most  emphatic  avowal,  not  only 
of  their  right  but  of  their  duty,  at  frequent  intervals,  to  ex- 
amine the  princi[)ks  and  to  scrutinize  the  working  of  their 
organic  laws.  For  this  purpose,  in  addition  to  the  former 
mode  of  amendment,  through  the  action  of  the  Legislature, 
ajiproved  by  the  People,  it  is  now  provided  that  at  the  gen- 
eral election  to  be  held  in  the  year  18015,  and  in  each  twen- 
ti(;th  year  thereafter,  and  at  such  other  times  as  the  Legis- 
lature may  direct,  the  question  whether  there  shall  be  a 
Convention  to  revise  and  amend  the  Constitution,  shall  be 
submitted  to  tlic  People,  and  if  a  majority  of  the  electors 
decide  in  the  alurmative,  the  Legislature,  at  its  next  ses- 
sion, shall  provide  by  law,  for  the  election  of  delegates  to 
such  Convention. J 

•Art.  5§  1;  Art.  C  i'y  7,  QO.  t  Art.  10  §7.  t  Art.  13 'y  2. 


'Oo-:,ii  »  .':f.i  ::.('.  .7!« 


>iK.  B-j'ri.F.7<'('  m.scvOursE.  73 

This  outline  of  the.  Consr.J.tuti'nial  History  of  New  York, 
may  irive  us  a  tolerable  conccijiio!!  of  the  oriaiti  and  rise, 
ihc  nature  and  progress,  of  our  polilica!  institutions. 

In  their  infancy,  under  the  Dutch,  though  necessarily 
simple,  and  in  some  respects  narrow  and  despotic,  they  yet 
contained  the  elements  of  a  sound  and  expansive  ])olity, 
whic'u  afterwards,  ovi  the  change  in  the  colonial  f^ovcrn- 
inent,  readily  blended  with  the  free  principles  of  the  Eng- 
lish law  and  constitution.  These  principles,  it  is  trae,\vere 
neither  adequately  secured,  nor  perfectly  enjoyed,  durin? 
the  British  rule;  but  the  arbitrary  prerogatives  claimed, 
and  often  exercised,  by  the  Crown  and  its  deputies,  and  the 
grievances  to  which  the  People  were  subjected,  awakened 
reflection,  and  nourished  in  their  bosoms,  an  intelligent  and 
unquenchable  love  of  liberty.  In  spite  of  opposing  influ- 
ences of  irreat  power,  some  of  them  peculiar  to  the  colony, 
the  inhabitants  were  thus  fitted  to  embark  in  the  revolu- 
tionary struggle.  This  they  did  under  the  leadersliip  of 
men,  in  whom  genius  and  talent,  courage  and  fortitude, 
energy  and  caution,  were  remarkably  combined  with  per- 
sonal virtue  and  supreme  love  of  country.  The  metropolis 
soon  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  was  held  by  him 
until  the  termination  of  the  contlict — his  fleets  and  armies, 
with  fire  and  sword,  carried  havoc  and  devastation  to  the 
centre  of  the  State — its  northern  and  western  frontiers 
were  often  given  up  to  savage  warfare,  and  repeatedly 
drenched  in  blood — yet,  amid  all  these  discouragements, 
this  hardy,  unyielding,  and  indomitable  Peo])le  gave  to  the 
common  cause  a  patient  and  unwavering  support,  which 
essentially  contributed  to  its  triumph.  In  the  patriotic. 
riv:ht-principled  and  well  balanced  Constitution  of  1777, 
these  traits  of  character  were  practically  exemplified. 

We  may  also  see,  in  the  provisions  of  our  several  Con- 
stitutions, the  ellects  of  the  intermixture  of  the  difierent 
races — the  Dutch — the  English,  Scotch  and  Irish — the 
French,  Swedes  and  German — the  Anglo-Americans,  from 
the  eastern  colonies — from  whom  our  People  have  been  de- 
rived. To  this  cause,  and  to  the  great  number  and  diver.-ity 
of  rc!i<:ious  sects  and  opinions  which  liave  flowed  from  it, 
may  especially  be  ascribed,  the  absolute  freedom  and  juTfect 
eipiahty,  in  matters  of  religion,  and  the  utter  sej)aration  of 
t!ie  Church  from  the-  State,  secured  by  these  instruments. 
Tiie  new  tide  of  immigration  to  this  cit}',  and  to  the  interior 
of  the  State,  from  New  England,  and  from  various  parts  of 
l^urope,  which  beg.nn  immediately  after  the  peace  of  1783, 
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and  has  ever  since  continued,  still  keeps  us  a  mingled  pop- 
ulation. This  s.tato  ofthinps,  if  it  has  made  our  j^eople  less 
homogeneous  than  tlioseofthe  neighboring  States,  has  also 
made  them  more  liberal  in  their  opinions,  and  more  ready 
to  adopt  and  to  carry  out,  the  spirit  of  progress  and  reform.* 
'  It  is  but  seventy  years  since  the  establishment  of  our  iirst 
^  Constitution;  and  yet,  besides  (lie  amendments  of  ISOl,  to 
I  that  instrument,  and  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of 
1821,  there  have  been  framed,  during  this  period,  two  entire 
Constitutions,  each  introduciiig  very  great  changes,  and  each 
going  be3-ond  its  immediate  ])redecessor,  in  limiting  ofdciai 
power  and  patronage — in  abolishing  monopoly  and  privi- 
lege— in  freeing  the  People  from  needless  burthens — in  se- 
'curing  the  rights  of  person  and  of  ])ropcrty — in  protecting 
the  credit  and  resources  of  the  State — and  in  bringing 
nenrcr  to  the  ballot,  and  more  completely  within  its  action, 
all  the  organs  and  measures  of  the  Government.  Accord- 
ingly, our  present  Constitution — it  may  safely  be  aflirmed — 
is  tlie  freest  and  most  democratic  that  has  ever  existed  in 
a  territory  so  extended  and  populous  as  our  own ;  and  it 
invites  the  People — as  we  have- seen — at  the  end  of  every 
twenty  years,  to  ap])ly  to  its  provisions,  if  the  public  voice 
.shall  dem.and  it,  the  hand  of  thorough  revision  and  unspar- 
ing reform. 

'i'he  founders  of  our  first  Constitution  were  an  industri- 
ous and  sober-minded,  a  reilecting  and  virtuous  people. 
However  diiferent  in  origin  and  language,  in  habits  and 
condition,  they  agreed  in  tht-ir  love  of  order,  their  respect 
for  law,  and  their  reverence  tor  religion.  In  some  parts  of 
the  colony,  the  means  of  education  were  scanty  and  de- 
fective, and  the  masses  hnd  little  instruction,  except  such 
as  they  could  gain  from  the  pulpit,  and,  when  the  art  of 
reading  was  possessed,  from  the  Dutch  or  English  Bible. 

»  Since  thft  ili'livery  of  this  Discourse,  the  influence  of  the  :nixed  on>in 
of  the  People*  of  New  York,  on  our  government  ant!  history,  has  lieen  ahly  dis- 
cussed, hy  -Mr.  C.  F.  Hoffman,  in  his  Anniversary  Discourse,  d?hvered  in  De- 
cember l::t:,  l)ef„re  the  St.  Nicholas  Society  of  Manhattan,  and  recently  pub- 
lished. In  the  same  performance  he  also  vindicates  the  claims  of  ihe  Pioneers 
of  New  York  to  the  authorship  of  the  early  civil  privilcjres  of  the  colony. 

I  obsen-e,  in  passing,  that  Mr.  HofTman  has  adopted  (p.  23)  the  mistake  of 
Danlap,  in  applyinc;  to  New  Am'^terdam,  in  1621,  the  charter  to  New  Anistel  in 
'iC5G,  pointcii  out  ante  p.  21.  His  p^ieral  strain  of  reasonin;;  is,  however,  welt 
sustained  by  the  other  historic  facts  to  which  he  appeals  ;  and  the  New  Anistel 
c'larter,  t'l.oue'li  grar.tcd  at  a  later  day  and  relerrinjr  to  a  difi'erent  place,  may  yet, 
to  a  certain  e.xten:,  be  vouched  for  the  same  purpose,  since  it  shows  th-j  liberal 
principles  which  the  Dutch,  before  the  loss  of  New  Nethcrland,  were  prepared 
to  introduce  in  tiic  nianagemeut  of  the  colony. 
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From  this  source,  tlicy  derived  much  of  their  knowledjre, 
add  all  their  morality;  and  from  this  same  fountain  of 
li'ht  and  truth,  the  ablest  and  most  useful  of  their  leaders 
evidently  derived  much  of  their  political  philosophy,  and 
many  ol'  their  principles  of  government.  In  both  classes, 
there  was  a  sulficient  amount  of  available  intelligence  and 
active  virtue,  large  as  was  the  demand  for  these  qualities, 
to  put  in  motion  the  new  system.  With  the  advance  of  the 
State  in  population  and  resources,  there  has  been  a  con- 
stant, if  not  a  corresponding,  advance,  in  the  means  of  in- 
tellectual and  moral  culture;  and,  at  all  times,  so  much  of 
enlightenment  and  virtue  in  the  body  of  our  People,  as  to 
enable  them  to  maintain,  with  success,  their  republican 
institutions.  With  the  larger  duty  they  have  now  assumed, 
let  us  hope,  that  they  will  be  still  more  sedulous,  to  fit 
themselves  for  its  faithful  execution.  And  let  each  of 
us  resolve,  as  the  lesson  of  these  inquiries  and  reflections, 
to  cherish  and  foster,  so  far  as  in  us  lies,  and  in  every  way 
conancnding  itself  to  our  consciences  and  judgments,  the 
great  interests  of  knowledge  and  religion,  as  the  best  and 
surest  means  of  securing,  in  this  great  commonwealth,  the 
advancement  of  society  and  the  perpetuity  of  freedom. 
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NOTE. 


The  author  of  the  following  Memoir  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  New 
York  Historical  Society,  and  its  President  during  a  period  of  eleven  years.  lie 
wa3  a  native  of  New  York,  born  June  21,  1746,  and  graduated  at  King's  (now 
Columbia,)  College  in  17G5 — studied  the  profession  of  the  law,  and  settled  at 
Red  Hook,  Dutchess  county,  in  1772.  During  the  revolution,  ho  took  an  active 
and  conspicuous  part  in  favor  of  whig  measures ;  was  a  member  of  the  first 
legislative  assembly  of  the  State,  elected  in  1777,  and  during  the  same  year  was 
appointed  attorney  general,  which  office  he  held  until  17S7.  lie  was  one  of  the 
six  rcprefentalives  from  New  York  in  the  first  Congress,  remaining  in  office 
until  1794.  He  was  thence  called  to  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
State,  in  which  otTicc,  Chancellor  Kent  has  said  of  him  that  "  he  d'd  more  to 
reform  the  practice  of  that  court,  than  any  member  of  it  ever  did  before,  or  ever 
did  since."*  In  ISOl,  he  was  appointed  chief  judge  of  the  second  circuit  United 
States  Court  for  New  York  ;  but  by  a  change  of  the  judiciary  system  which  fol- 
lowed in  15li2,  he  was  deprived  of  the  ofuce.  Not  long  afterwards,  he  removed 
to  Jamaica,  Long  Inland,  where  he  resided  during  the  rest  of  his  life.  "  Here 
(says  Chancellor  Kent,)  he  continued  to  be  blessed  with  a  pro'racted  old  age, 
'  exempt  from  scorn  or  crime,'  and  that  '  glided  in  modest  innocence  away.' 
His  writings  never  received  tI;o  attention  which  the  good,  contained  under  a 
forbidding  exterior,  justly  demanded  ;  fur  by  his  constant  efforts  to  attain  sen- 
tentious brevity,  he  became  oftentimes  obscure.  This  great  and  good  man  sur- 
vived nil  his  contemporaries,  and  seems  to  have  died  almost  unknown  and  for- 
gotten by  the  profession,  which  he  once  so  greatly  adorned."  He  died  at 
Jamaica,  24th  .\u_:ast,  1&33,  at  the  age  of  87  years. 

*  See  Sketch  of  ilu-  Utc  uf  Judge  Bensoiii  from  tie  pen  of  ChsuccUor  KgNj,  in  Thonij>- 
son's  Long  Island,  ii.  -trT.  .  ^ 
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TiiK  subject  of  this  iMemoir,  if  so  it  may  be  tcrmpd,  v\ill 
be  NAMES  ;f  chicfl}' names  of  places,  and  further  rcstrictefl 
to  places  in  that  portion  of  our  country,  once  held  ai  d 
claimed  by  the  Dutch  by  right  of  discovery,  and  by  them 
nanitxl  New  Netherland  ;  to  be  described,  generally,  as 
Ivounded  on  the  east  by  the  Connecticut,  and  on  the  west 
by  tV.e  Delaware,  and  a  space  in  breadth,  ad  jn cent  to  the 
fartlier  bank  of  each,  the  extent  of  it  not  now  to  be  ascer- 
tained;  but,  doubtless,  as  far  as  was  judged  needful  to  se- 
cure the  exclusive  use  of  the  rivers. 

Held  by  right  of  discovery — a  right  gravely  questioned 
by  some,  and  liirnishing  matter  for  wit  and  pleasantry  to 
others;  because,  with  deference  to  both,  not  justly  appre- 
hended by  either.  An  understood  conventional  law  between 
the  maritime  nations  of  Europe,  to  prevent  interferences 
otherwise  to  be  apprehended,  that  the  discovery  of  territory 
lihould  enure  to  the  benedt  of  the  sovereign  by  whose  sub- 
jects made.  The  l^enelit,  where  the  territory  inhabited,  a 
right,  in  exclusion  of  other  sovereigns  and  their  subjects,  to 
pnrehnse,  from  the  uncivilized  occupants,  the  soil;  their 
right  to  which  recognised  by  the  Dutch  in  the  first  instance, 
and  afterwards  by  the  English  on  the  surrender  of  the  col- 
ony to  them,  in  lOGi,  and  ever  regarded  by  both,  witli  the 
best  faith.  No  grant  to  their  own  people  without  a  previ- 
ous Indian  purchase,  as  it  was  termed — no  purchase  with- 
out a  previous  license  for  it — the  sale  under  the  snjierin- 
tendence  of  an  authorised  maijistracy,  in  quality  as  auar- 
<li.ins  fur  the  Indians;  and  hence  complaints  from  thi'm  of 
injiu-y,  either  from  their  own  niistalces  or  i'rom  imiiosition 
in  the  ])urchasers,  rare,  notwithstanding  we  meLt^\itha 

*  S.jc  Note  I.  .  .       t  See  Note  11. 
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part  cf  the  pcnsidcratioa  iiot  more  definitely  expressed,  than  i 

as  consisrlng  of  '•  some  h^ndsful  of  powder."  | 

If  askr-il  -wiieuce  the  hi.li.c.-  nicnr,  in  selecting  the  sub-  '• 

Jcct,  aniorc  research,  fun-.i.^hinii'  little  to  please,  perhaps 
less  to  instruct?  my  answer  will  simply  be,  that  nothing  ; 

relative  to  the  history  of  couxtry— the  soil  that  gave  birth  % 

— "the  place    of  our  tathers'    syulchrea'' — "the  paternal  i 

seats,  our  unceasing  desire  it  mai,'  be  grtaited  us  ourselves 
to  die  there  " — M-a-?  never  v.'ith.  others,  and  I  trust  will  never  .; 

be    with   us,    wholly    uninteresting.     The    English,  when  ; 

speaking  of  their  country,  call  it  England :  when  speaking 
of  it  with  emphcsis  or  emotion,  at  times.  Old  England; 
still  only  its  name  on  the  map — the  Dateh,  .vhen  speaking 
of  their  country,  alvavs  by  a  name  peculiar  to  themselves, 
Hf.t  VAnKRi.ANnr,  thr  Faihcr  Land. 

The  order  to  be  observed,  will  be  generally  the  primitive 
Indian,  and  the  subsequently  successive  Spanish,  Dutch, 
and  English  names. 

As  authorities,*  among  others,  a  reference  will  be  un- 
derstood to  be  to  the  Thkatruji  Terraru.m  Orbi?,  of  Ortelius, 
surnamed  the  Plolciny  of  his  time,  published  in  1572;  the 
KiF.WKE  Werldt,  Ncuh  Wofld,  of  J)e  Laet,  published  in 
1G25,  and  the  same  work  in  Latin,  published  in  JG33  ;  the 
Beschryvixge  van  Nieuwe  Nedeclandt,  Descrijition  of  New 
JSetlierldnd,  by  Van  Der  I)oncf,\  after  a  residence  here  of 
some  years,  published  in  1050;  and  the  Braxuende  Veen, 
a  loirning  pile  of  turf ,  a  collection  of  sea-charts,  with  notes, 
by  lin'jiscvcen,  published  in  1075;  all  of  them,  it  must  be 
admitted,  imperfect,  and  in  very  many  instances  erroneous, 
but  probably  not  more  so  than  others,  who,  at  the  same  pe- 
riod, attempted  the  geogra])hy,  and  to  borrow  the  appella- 
tion just  cited,  of  this,  to  them,  New  Wor-ld;  from  necessity, 
liowevcr,  those  named  must  serve  as  guides,  aware,  at  the 
s.ime  time,  that  while  we  follow,  there  must  still  be  a  reliance 
071  our  own  circumspection. 

INDIAN  NAMES. 

It  miy  be  a  question,  whether  the  Indians  had  general 
names  for  large  tracts  of  country?  The  Five  Nations,  or, 
as  heretofore,  not  unusually  distinguished  by  us,  our  Indi- 
ans, as  residing  within  our  jurisdiction,  the  rNloliocks,  the 
Oneidas,  the  C-'nundagas.  the  Cayugas,  and  the  Scnecas,  had 

.•  M    II. ./-a     \  J.;-  :,    (  •  See  Note  III.  - ••■ 
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no  general  name  for  their  domain,  or  the  parts  of  it,  al- 
l}ioii:;li  separated  by  duly  dcHnite  limits,  the  distinct  pro- 
jicrty  of  c.'ich.  The  extensive,  and,  as  relatively  to  them, 
south  and  southwestern  retrion,  ineludini,^  at  least  a  portion 
of  the  Carolinas,  they  desiiz:nated  by  referrini;  to  their  gen- 
eral name  for  its  inhabitants,  the  country  of  the  Flat- J  leads. 
They'  v.-ac;ed  war  with  them,  and  it  Avould  seem  implacably 
so.  '  lleturning  home  from  one  of  their  expeditions,  they 
broufrht  off,  to  replace  those  lost  from  among  themselves  in 
tlieir  liirhts,  a  whole  people,  the  Tuscaroras,  incorporating 
tiiem  into  their  confederacy  as  the  sixth  nation,  and  assign- 
ing them  lands  for  residence,  but  withholding  the  power  of 
alienation. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  abundant  reason  to  believe, 
that,  inlanch  every  distinct  space,  scarcely  more  extensive 
than  a  neighborhood,  and,  on  the  coast,  every  river,  bay,  and 
caj)e,  and  every  island,  its  contents  not  more  than  to  serve 
as  the  abode  of  a  single  tribe,  had  a  distinct  name.  Of  the 
places  on  the  coast,  Tybee,  Ocracock,  Hatteras,  Roanoke, 
Currituck,  Chesapeake,  Chingoteague,  Squan,  Nevesink, 
l\ockav/ay,  Nantucket,  with  its  secondary  Muskegut,  are 
those  only  still  known  to  our  mariners  by  their  Indian  names. 

INIontock,  it  is  true,  is  Indian,  but  the  appropriation  of  it, 
as  a  name  for  the  extreme  eastern  point  of  Long  Island,  is 
by  the  English,  and  probably  since  the  reign  of  Queen 
Aime,  the  point  appearing  on  a  chart  of  the  coast,  dedi- 
cated to  her  son  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  without  a  name. 
It  is  the  name  of  the  ])eninsula  denoted  in  a  petition  to 
the  government  in  IGSO,  for  a  license  to  purchase  it  from 
tlie  Indians,  "  as  a  tract  eastward  of  Easthampton,  called 
Mnntauclir  and  w'e  find  it  at  the  same  period  called  Man- 
Unikett,  and  its  sachem  formally  claiming,  before  the  gov- 
ernor and  council,  a  rlglit,  and  as  by  conquest,  to  sell  the 
lands  as  far  v/est  as  i\Iattinicock.  The  peninsula  is  within 
the  limits  of  the  town  of  Easthampton  ;  the  irhites,  the  ap- 
Jiellation  generally  in  use  with  us,  when  intending  to  dis- 
tiriiruish  between  ourselves  and  the  Indians,  exercising  only 
a  niodilied  right  of  ])ropcrty,  the  right  of  pasturage  ;  the 
remnant  of  Indians  still  there  enjoying  the  exclusive  right 
of  culture.  The  tribe  was  known  as  the  Muttoicas,  or  Mat- 
/<'»«/..x%  or  Matt'muax,  all  of  which,  however  diuVrently 
Fpdt  or  pronounced  by  the  whiles,  doubtless  purjiurt  the 
same  name  ;  but  w-hethcr  the  tribe  took  their  name  iVom 
the  place,  or  the  place  took  its  name  from  the  tribe,  is  a 
questiun   from   which  it   behooves  me   tu  reJ'rain.     As  of 
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Dutch  descent,  I  ourrht  ever  to  have  before  me  the  ivaj^nincr 
from  the  '■^ini^hty  contests"  in  the  parent  country  ot  my 
family,  on  the  qu^'Stion  wliethcr  the  hook  catches  the  fish, 
or  the  fish  the  hoolc  ?  and  the  parties  accordingly  distin- 
guished as  the  Hor.CKs,  and  the  Cabeljaus,  the  Hook  and 
the  Cod. 

The  immediate  neighbors  to  this  tri])e  were  the  Shimii- 
cocks,  who,  and  also  at  an  early  period,  presented  a  sa- 
chem elect  to  the  Governor  for  his  a])probation ;  a  solitary 
instance.  At  a  treaty  with  the  Oueidas,  at  Fort  Schuyler. 
in  17SS,  they  presented  to  the  commissioners  a  lad,  made  a 
sachem  the  day  before,  and  Shonondo,  a  respectable  indi- 
vidual amon^-  them,  as  the  guardian  during  his  minority. 
The  intent  of  tiie  one  ceremonial,  the  making  a  sachem, 
as  furnisliing  an  occasion  for  the  other,  the  announcing  it, 
being  understood,  the  keg  of  rum,  the  expected  compliment 
in  return,  was  not  withheld. 

From  the  mere  suggestion  by  the  IMontauck  Indians  of  a 
claim,  by  cont/ur.<;/,  to  the  whole  of  the  territory  between 
their  home  and  !Mattinicock,  we  are  led  to  suppose  they 
Avere  numerous  and  powerful,  the  natural  consequence  a 
pre-eminence,  and  thereby  their  name  in  time  becoming  the 
general  or  national  name  for  the  Indians  throughout  the 
whole  island.  It  was  usual  with  the  Dutch  to  speak  of  the 
]MAai;AAr-,  and  the  English  afterward  by  the  name,  as  pro- 
nounced by  them,  the  Mohocks,  intending  at  the  same  time 
the  whole  confeder;icy.  Our  historian  expresses  himself,  in 
the  tt.rt,  "  all  the  Indians  on  Long  Island  were  in  subjection 
to  the  Five  Nations,  and  acknowledged  it  by  the  payment 
of  an  annual  tribute,"  and  concludes  a  note  on  the  passage, 
that  the  tribute  still  continued  to  be  paid  to  the  31ohocks. 
Indeed  it  is  well  known,  that  Mohock  was  the  standing  /)//g- 
bcar  with  the  matron-squaws  on  the  island,  to /V/ff///e?i  their 
unquiet  children,  when  losing  thci?-  patience  with  them. 

Nai/ark — The  name  of  a  place  at  the  Xarrow-s  on  the 
Long  Island  side:  luthe  grant  to  Cortehjau,  1G71,  the  land 
is  described  "as  to  begin  at  the  point  o^  jSayack,  and  to 
stretch  along  tlie  bay,"  and  hence  Nicolls,  who  commanded 
the  armament  smt  against  the  Dutch  here,  dates  his  sum- 
mons of  surrender  to  the  town,  "  on  board  his  Majesty's 
ship  the  Guyney,  riding  before  Nayaek."  The  lands,  the 
western  bank  of  the  river  for  a  few  miles  northward  Irom 
tin;  Tappan  meadows,  known  by  the  same  name,  Nayaek. 
The  bay,  between  the  c.f.f.le,  yrlloir,  and  the  f-Oode,  red,  liook, 
still  retains  its  Indian  name,  Gaicanus. 
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Our  IslarA  o(  Manhaiian,  cr  as  proi;ciir.cecl  by  tlic  Dutch, 
aiicl  spelt  by  the  v/hitcs  of  New  England,  ar.d  both,  prefix- 
ing'the  artidc  (he,  Ma7ihadocs ;'^  and  ihe  hke  oljscrvcd  by 
Siuyvesaiit  in  hi.'?  ansv/er  to  the  summons  to  surrender,  "Me 
M.iidiatlans,"  and,  in  the  articles  of  capitulalion,  siauetl  at 
the  ;.:ijv<:rnor's  BouwEUii;,  Farm,  siiii  in  the  family,  thi;  road 
«.'!•  !u:ie  leading  to  it,  known  as  the  BojWEnirscjii'.  Lae.mng, 
corrupted  to  Boicery-Lcnc,  now  Bowerii-Slrect,  the  town  and 
the  inhabitants  are  mer^tloned  as  the  "town  of  ^ilanhat- 
faiis,"  "the  town  of  ^//e  Manliattoes,"'  "'the  townsmen  oi the 
IMaidiattans.'' 

A  niarsh  or  swiimp  extended  across  the  island,  from  bc- 
iween  where  Canai  street  terminates  at  the  North  river 
nvd  the  space  of  the  shore  of  the  East  river,  the  portion  of 
r'herry-street  between  James  and  Catharine-streets.  Cherry- 
street,  so  called  from  being  laid  through  a  public  garden, 
with  a  bowling-green  in  it,  called  Cherry  Garden,  having  a 
front  on  the  East  river  of  SS4  feet,  and  extending  in  the 
rear  to  the  meadow  of  Wol vert  Webbers,  the  property  of 
IJichard  Sacket,  Malster  ;  the  western  side  of  bis  malthouse 
the  line  of  the  eastern  side  of  Roosevelt-street  there. 
James-street,  called  atlcr  Jacobus,  James,  Koosevelt,  and 
Catharine-street,  after  Catharine,  the  wife  of  Ilendriek  Rut- 
gers, proprietors,  at  the  time,  of  the  grounds,  through  which 
they  were  laid.  There  was  a  large  pond  or  Kolck  in  the 
marsh  about  midway  between  Broadway  andChatham-street, 
and  a  stream,  or  "  rivulet,"  from  it,  running  eastward,  and 
(•r.K<ingChatham-street,bctween  Pearl  and  Roosevelt-streets, 
and  tliere  a  bridge  over  it.  The  English  pronounced  the 
^\■ord  KoLCK,  as  if  consisting  of  two  syllables,  Kol-lick,  and 
the  waters  from  the  adjacent  high  grounds  collecting  in  it, 
an  etymologist,  not  long  since,  chose  to  imagine  the  true 
original  name  to  have  been  an  English  one,  Collect ;  and, 
the  pond  having  lately  been  filled  up,  thence  the  name  of  a 
stri  et  passing  over  the  space  it  occupied,  CaUcct-strect. 
'i  he  pond,  besides  being  referred  to  very  generally  as  em- 
J'hatieuliy  the  Korxic,  was  distin2;uished  by  the  appellation 
of  the  \'KRscfiE  Water,  Fresh  Water,  and  which  was  also 
at  times  applied  to  the  stream.  A  part  of  the  description 
ot  a  piece  of  land,  in  an  ancient  conveyance,  is  "being  be- 
yond tliC  Fresh  Wa/er"  and  then  farther  denoted  by  its 
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Indian  name,  Warpocs.  Also  a  piece  of  land  on  the  nortli 
side  of  the.  island  Manhattans,  called  by  the  Indians  Mus- 
cootc.  The  Indian  name  for  the  grounds  now  known  as 
Grcemrkh,  the  name  given  to  the  place  by  Captain,  after- 
wards Sir  Peter,  Warren,  when  on  the  station  here,  and 
purchasing  them,  was  Sapo!ianihan,ai\d,  in  like  manner,  as 
Manhadoes,  retained  in  use  by  the  Dutch,  and  spoken  of  as 
a  distinct  place,  so  that  the  skippers  when,  in  coming  down 
the  river,  they  had  turned  Sapolainihan  Point,  would  express 
themselves,  ''they  were  in  sight  of  Manhadoes"  The  Indian 
name  for  the  extreme  southern  point  of  the  island,  to  be 
considered  as  the  point  on  the  shore  dividing  between  the 
waters  of  the  two  rivers,  was  Kap-se  ;  and  also  in  familiar 
use  with  the  skippers  when  intending  to  mention,  with  some 
precision,  the  time  at  which  they  ])assed  from  the  one  river 
into  the  other.  From  those  of  the  above  circumstances 
having  relation  to  Indian  names,  and  perhaps  the  passage 
from  Do  Lact,  to  be  instantly  cited,  also  considered,  may 
not  the  conjecture  be  hazarded,  that  Manhaltans,  or  Man- 
hadoes, was  the  name  of  a  tribe  of  Indians,  and  the  penin- 
sula, on  the  hither  side  of  the  Fresh  Water,  their  exclusive 
or  separate  place  of  abode  ? 

Our  Puver — "The  great  river  of  New  Netherland,"  says 
De  Laet,  "is  by  some  called  Manhatles,  after  the  nation  ot' 
Indians  who  dwell  near,  or  at.  the  beginning  or  mouth  of 
it."  This  is  no  otherwise  giving  the  name  ol  the  river, 
than  by  referring  to  the  name  of  the  tribe  of  Indians  at  its 
mouth. 

The  Sieur  Des  jMonts  led  a  colony  from  France,  in  IGO'i. 
He  entered  the  Bay  of  Fundy,  thence  thereafter  at  times 
known  as  French  Bay  ;  visited  a  harbor  which  he  called 
Fort  FiOi/al,  i]ow  Annapolis ;  and  afterwards  making  the 
circuit  oi  the  bay,  and  returning  along  the  western  shore, 
came  to  a  river  the  2-lth  June,  and  it  being  the  festival  ot 
the  Baptist,  gave  it  the  name  of  St.  Joltn.  Sailing  farther 
westward,  he  entered  the  bay  of  Passamaquoddy,  and 
landed  on  an  island,  in  a  river  emptying  into  the  bay,  to 
which  lie  gave  the  name  of  St.  Croix.  There  will  be  a 
reference  in  the  sequel  to  the  history  of  these  colonists,  as 
furnished  by  L'Escarbot,  who  was  there  two  years  ihere- 
after  ;  it  will  be  here  only  further  mentioned,  that  of  the 
whole  number,  seventy-nine  })eisons,  thirty-live  died  daring 
the  winter,  of  the  scurvi/,  spoken  of  as  a  disease  not  known 
before,  and,  as  it  would  seem,  attributed  to  the  extreme 
coldness  of  the  climate.     '"  From  April  to  the  middle  of  De- 
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crmbrr,"  says  Champlain,  in  De  Lact,  "the  air  of  Canada 
i><  hcalthy.but  January,  Frbrnary,  and  March,  are  unhealthy, 
and  you 'are  then  severely  alllicted  with  the  scurvy."  He 
came  out  with  Des  [Monts  as  his  c:eo?rapher,  and  went  af- 
terwards to  Canada,  and  probably  the  tirst  who  explored 
the  lake  still  bearini:!:  his  name.  In  the  account  of  the  voy- 
aee,  as  taken  from  his  own  publication  of  it,  speaking  of 
the  river  in  the  bay  of  Passamaquoddy,  he  calls  it  the  river 
of  the  FAchemins  ;  in  like  manner  with  De  Laet,  desit^Mia- 
tinir  it  by  referring  to  the  name  of  the  tribe  of  Indians  in- 
hal)itini:  its  banks,  it  having-,  but  of  whicli  he  was  not  in- 
formed at  the  time,  an  Indian  nfime,  the  Scudiac.  The  In- 
dian name  of  our  river  is  Slia-te-j/iuc.  Here,  however,  not 
having  general  tradition,  or  written  document,  to  warrant 
ine,  it  is  proper  I  should  state,  and  so  submit,  my  authority. 
In  J  785,  I  met  with  a  person  of  the  name  of  Rouw;  his 
parents  were  6f  the  German  families,  who  came  over  in 
J  7 10.  under  the  protection  and  at  the  expense  of  Queen 
Anne,  and  settled  on  a  tract  of  six  thousand  acres,  within 
the  limits  of  tlie  Manor  of  Livingston,  heretofore  known  as 
the  German  Camp,  now  G'lrman  Town,  purchased  for  them, 
it  being  intended  they  should  raise  hemp,  and,  the  pine  then 
abounding  in  the  vicinity,  make  tar,  for  the  use  of  the 
iinvy.  In  the  conversation  with  him,  he  told  me  his  father, 
at  a  very  early  day,  parted  with  his  farm  in  the  camp,  and 
took  a  lease  for  one,  from  the  proprietor  of  the  Manor,  at  a 
place  called  by  the  Indians  Stissinck,  about  twelve  miles 
from  the  river;  that  the  family  were,  as  it  respected  white 
neighbors,  for  a  long  time  almost  solitary;  that  their  chief 
intercourse  was  with  the  Indians,  who  were  still  numerous 
there;  that  the  Indian  boys  were  his  play-fellows,  so  that 
as  he  grew  up,  the  Indian  became  as  familiar  to  him  as  the 
German,  the  lan2:uage  of  the  family.  Among  other  inquir- 
ies, I  asked  him  if  he  knew  the  Indian  name  of  the  river? 
He  replied  he  did,  it  was  Sha-tc-?7iuc.  AYith  a  view  to  as- 
certain whether  he  was  not  repeating  only  individual  hear- 
say, 1  asked  him  how  he  came  b}'  the  knowledge  of  the 
name?  He  replied,  it  was  always  called  so  by  the  Indians; 
that  wjicn  going  to,  or  coming  from  the  river,  they  would 
say  they  were  going  to,  or  had  come  iVom,  Shn-te-nvic ;  m 
short,  tliMt  he  had  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Indian 
name  for  it,  in  the  same  manner  he  had  come  to  the 
knowlcdire  of  the  name  by  which  it  was  known  by  the 
wiiites,  the  NnrOi  Hirer.  \  then  mentioned,  that  possibly 
it  was  the  nan\e  for  a  portion  of  it,  a  reach  in  it  there  ;  he 
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replied,  it  was  usual  with  him,  when  a  young  man,  and  the 
deer  scarce  in  the  Tarhhanick  mountains  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, to  go  and  hunt  with  the  Wiccapr.e  Indians  in  the 
Ili^ldands,  and  the  river  was  known  to  them  by  the  same 
name.  I  was  a  stranger  to  him  personally  ;  but  when  I  re- 
sided at  Red-Hook,  in  Dutchess  county,  at  a  previous  pe- 
riod, I  knew  several  of  the  family,  and  they  were  respect- 
able ;  his  recollection  and  judgment  were  entire,  his  ap- 
pearance decent,  and  his  deportment  pi'oper.  I  might  have 
saved  myself  the  necessity  of  the  surmise  to  him,  that  pos- 
sibly it  was  only  the  name  of  a  portion  of  the  river,  had  it 
occurred  to  me,  that  the  Indians,  using  the  same  language, 
have  the  same  name  for  a  river  throughout  its  whole  length. 
An  Indian  meeting  a  white  man  on  the  contines  of  Canada, 
asked  him  where  he  came  from  ?  He  told  him  from  Con- 
necticut river ;  the  Indian  instantly  extending  his  arms  lat- 
erally from  him  to  the  utmost  stretch,  as  the  expressive 
gesture,  repeated  the  name  Connccticoota,  adding  its  mean- 
ing, Lon^  River. 

'  Croton  Kiver — supposed  to  be  the  mis-spelling  of  the 
name  of  an  Indian,  probably  the  proprietor  of  the  lands  at 
the  mouth  of  it,  as  we  find  it,  in  very  early  documents,  in 
the  genitive,  Croton's  River.  In  an  Indian  deed,  1GS5,  the 
river  is  called  Kitc/iaican,  and  the  lands  adjacent  to  it  on 
the  south,  Sincksinck. 

Schenectady — A  tract  within  the  limits  of  the  Coloxie 
or  JL-n.-^nicTiE  of  Renspelaerwyck,  extending  from  the  river 
in  a  northwestern  direction,  a  mile  in  breadth,  was  formed 
by  the  Dutch  Government  into  a  separate  Jurisdiction, 
known  as  the  .Jurisdiction  of  ScJtenectadij,  the  name  of  the 
Five  Nations  lor  the  site  of  the  only  settlement,  at  the 
time,  within  it,  the  Dorp  or  village  of  Beveruvck,  on  the 
bank  of  the  river,  and  its  meaning,  on  the  further  side  of  the 
pine  liood,  denoting  its  situation  relatively  to  them.  The 
license  from  8tuyvesaut  to  A'an  Curler  and  his  associates, 
to  purchase  the  lands,  described  in  it,  as  '•  the  well  known 
Flatt  \\\wz  behind  the  Fort  Orange,  landward  in,"  is  dated 
in  IGGl.  'i^kQ  term  Flatt  hasobtained  among  us  a  translation 
of  the  Dutch  Veachte,  when  used  to  denote  lands  on  a  river 
by  alluvion.  This  Flatt  was,  at  the  time,  distinguished  by 
the  Dutch  as  the  Groote,  or  Great,  Ylachte.  The  Indian 
name  for  it,  Oronoicaras'ouhre.  It  was  instantly  settled  by 
the  whites,  and  their  villoire  considered  as  within  the  Juris- 
diction of  Schenectady.  jNicolls,  very  shortly  ai'tcr  the  sur- 
render of  the  colony,  erected  the  jurisdiction  into  a  city, 
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jriving  it  the  name  of  AJhany,  after  the  Scotch  title  of  the 
iJiikc  of  York,  but  restrictinii;  its  western  extent  to  sixteen 
milt'S  from  the  river  ;  the  residue,  however,  and  fspeeially 
as  it  regarded  the  settlement  at  the  Great  Fldtt,  wliich 
would  otherwise,  it'  it  may  be  so  expressed,  have  become 
extra-parochial,  was  considered  as  still  subsistini,^  as  a  Ju- 
risdiction, and  no  new  one  being  assigned  to  it,  the  name  of 
Schf-iiccladij  of  course  continued  to  be  used,  and  the  ^chout 
or  tihsriff  as  still  in  office ;  and  at  the  moment  liaj)pening 
to  reside  there,  we  accordingly  lind  the  following  entry  in 
the  minutes  of  the  Council,  15th  October,  1G75,  '•  Zanders 
Lecnderts  Glen,  and  Ludovicus  Cobez,  Schout  of  Schenec- 
tady, appeared  with  a  request  from  their  village  lor  a  pa- 
tent. Ordered,  that  they  have  a  patent  tor  the  land  about 
and  above  Schenectady.  The  Bowervs,  or  Farms,  at  Sche- 
ncctad}',  are  to  pay  for  each  of  them,  containing  twenty 
morgan,  and  in  proportion,  lour  bushels  of  wiieat,  as  a  quit- 
rent.  The  magistrates  of  Schenectady  to  have  liberty  to 
impose  a  levy  ;"  and  thus  the  name  was  transferred  from 
the  Schenectady  of  the  Five  Nations  to  their  Oronoicara- 
gouhre. 

Nachtenack — The  Indian  name  for  the  point  of  land,  the 
site  of  the  village  of  Waterford,  and  sold  at  an  early  day, 
and  the  grantees  denoted  in  the  deed,  by  the  names  ot  Go- 
zen  Gerritse,  and  Philip  Peterse,  the  last  syllable,  t^E,  an 
abbreviation  of  sen,  varied  from  zoo.v,  son,  the  Christian 
name  of  the  father  of  the  one  being  Gerrit,  and  ol'  the 
other  Peter,  and  their  surnames  Van  Schaick  and  A'as 
Schuyler.  Tciking  this  species  of  Patroni/mic,  and  using  it 
as  a  surname,  a  practice  our  Dutch  ancestors  brought  over 
with  them,  and  it  has  now  in  some  families  become  the 
permanent  surname :  Instances — the  Myxdertses,  the  de- 
scendants of  MvNDERT  VanEveren;  the  Leffertses,  of  Lef- 
FERT  Van  Haagewout  ;  the  IMartexses,  of  JMartin  Schenck  ; 
the  PuKERTscs,  abbreviated  to  RhvEr,  of  Rikert  Lent;  the 
Pemsens,  of  Rii.v.r.RANnT,  abbreviated  to  Rem,  Van  Der  Peek. 
^Yilh  some,  the  English  son,  as  being  of  the  same  import, 
has  been  substituted  for  the  Dutch  sen  :  Instances — the 
Johnsons  of  Kings  and  Ulster  counties;  the  Gerritsons; 
the  Evertsons ;  the  Jjensons.  ^Yith  a  number  of  our  lAUeh 
families,  the  ]n-eposition  '\^\n,  of,  as  a  part  of  the  sunuune, 
has  gone  irUo  disuse  :  Instances — the  Van  Ten  Pkoecks,  the 
Van  Gansevokrts,  the  Van  Varicks,  the  Van  Koi\vENii('Vi;N-s, 
and  in  the  family  of  Piueip  Peteijse  Van  Sciiuvlkr.  already 
named,  the  use  of  it  probably  ceasing  with  him,  as  it  does 
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not  appear  to  have  been  used  even  by  his  son  Major  Peter 
Schvi/lcr,  "distinc^uishrd,"  says  our  hi.storian,  "  for  his  sin- 
g^ular  bravery  and  activity  in  the  defence  of  his  country. 
In  the  summer  of  1(')91.  he,  with  a  party  of  Mohocks,  passed 
throup:h  the  Lake  Ciiamplain,  and  made  an  irruption  on  the 
French  settlements  at  the  north  end  of  it.  l)c  Callieres, 
the  Governor  of  I\Iontrca],  to  oppose  him,  collected  a  small 
army  of  eight  hundred  men,  and  encamped  at  La  Prairie. 
Schuyler  had  several  conflicts  with  the  enemy,  and  slew 
about  three  hundred  of  them,  wliich  exceeded  in  number 
his  whole  part}- :  he  succeeded  to  the  inlluence  and  honors 
of  Van  Curler.  ^Yhatever  he  recommended  or  disapproved, 
had  the  force  of  a  law  with  the  Five  Nations ;  and  they 
afterwards  addressed  the  governor  o^  the  colony  by  the 
title  of  GoRAii  QuiDER,  instead  of  Pcl-rr,  which  they  could 
not  pronounce.  Governor  Peter."  The  nick-name  formerly 
much  in  use  whh  the  Dutch  here  :  bistances — the  residence 
of  Jan  jJ(»oiin aer,  a  little  freely  translated  Foxy-head  John, 
referred  to  in  a  grant,  ..his  name,  though  somewhat  angli- 
cised in  spelling.  Van  Saltpbl'ry  ;  a  grant  to  Jacob  Floddcr, 
Jacob  Hafter,  his  oceu])ation  on  the  river,  his  name  Gardi- 
NiEK.  YAnr.R  Kees,  Father  Cornelius,  the  plaintiff  in  a  suit, 
his  name  Jansen.  A  few  families,  descended  from  c/f?-"//- 
men,  still  using  the  surname  as  Latinised  by  their  classical 
progenitors  :  Instances — Goetius,  Poliiemius,  Curtenius, 
Mancr-s,  Porgardus. 

Our  names  for  the  Five  Nations,  are  not  their  names  in 
their  own  lnn2:uage  ;  they  are  the  names  by  which  the  In- 
dians inhabiting  the  banks  of  the  river,  the  Mohcgans,  or, 
as  pronouneed  by  the  Dutch,  ?,Iaiukanijeks.  denote  them, 
and  biing  those  tirst  communicated  to  the  whites,  they  have 
retained  them  in  use  :  their  names,  in  their  own  language, 
are,  the  Mohocks,  Te-ka-te-righ-te-go-ne,  Council  of  two 
BaiuJ<,  alluding  to  the  two  clans  or  castles  of  them,  the  one 
at  Fort  Hunter,  so  called  after  Governor  Hunter,  the  other 
at  Fort  llendriek,  so  caded  after  their  distinguislied  chiel', 
usually  known  as  King  llendriek.  who  fell  iiithe  battle  at 
Lake  George,  1755;  the  Oneidcs,  Ni-ho-ron-ta-i,^o-wa,  a 
great  tree;  the  Onondagas,  Tio-\'iV:^h-V{'-:\-\\zi-gigh-iQ.,  carrying 
their  houses  on  their  backs;  the  Cayugas,  Sho-ti-non-no- 
M'en-te  irer-nr,  the  great  pipe;  and  the  Senecas,  Ya-te-ho- 
ni-non-hagh-/<&n-te,  the  people  at  the  end  of  the  house.  A 
peculiarity  to  In;  noticed  in  these  names,  dwelling  on  the 
penultimate  sylialilc:  A  few  farther  instances — names  of 
places — >Mo-iu)n-ga-//c'-la,  Wa-ma-na-j)a-f/w^'-sick,  Ca-nes-ti- 
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gi-w.-ne.  Names  of  persons — An-iia-ta-/.Y/?/-lcs,  a  taker  nf 
towns  ;  the  name  of  the  Five  A'ations  for  General  Wash- 
ington;  Ta-ha-ne-ye-a-ta-Zyz/z-ye,  ancient  his  legs;  their 
name  for  General  Schuyler—  1  have  placed  thee,  my  friend, 
by  the  side  of  him  \\\\o  knew  thee,  thy  intelligence  to  dis- 
cern, thy  zeal  to  promote,  thy  country's  good,  and,  knowing 
thee,  prized  thee.  Let  this  be  thy  eulogy.  I  add.  and  with 
truth,  peculiarbj  thine.  Content,  it  should  be  mine  to  have 
oxpre^^sed  it.  There  will  be  a  farther  occasional  mention  of 
Indian  names  in  the  sequel. 

SPANISH  NAMES  OF  PLACES. 

The  Spaniards  were  the  first  Europeans  who  gave  names 
to  places  on  our  coast.  There  were  upwards  of  thirty  in 
number,  between  Cape  Florida  and  Cape  Cod.  Florida 
itself,  and  St.  Augu^tine,  St.  Lucia,  Caneveral,  St.  Juan, 
jMatanzas,  aiid  Roman,  or  more  properly  Komana,  onlv  are 
found  on  the  charts  of  the  present  day.  A  few  of  the  oth- 
ers will  be  noticed.  A  Cape  is  laid  down  as  in  latitude  30, 
with  the  name  of  Trafalgar,  and  was  subsequently  further 
denoted  by  the  Dutch  as  the  southern  point  of  Virginia  on 
the  ocean.  They  named  the  Chesapeake,  the  Bai/  of  the 
Mother  of  God,  the  Delaware,  the  Bay  cf  all  Saints,  and  the 
Hudson,  the  River  of  the  Mountains. 

Who  the  Spanish  voyagers  were,  and  whether  the  same 
who  gave  the  name  of  Campo  Bella  to  an  ishxnd  in  the  IJay 
of  Fundy,  or  of  Tremont  to  the  Peninsula  of  Boston,  frun'i 
the  three  eminences  in  it,  cannot  now  be  ascertained,  at  h'n>t 
not  without  more  research  than  the  success  of  it  wduM 
recompense.  There  is  no  trace  of  their  having  landed  in 
our  vicinity.  Indeed,  according  to  Van  Der  JDonck,  it  is 
scarcely  to  be  believed  their  ships  were  even  in  siaht  I'rom 
the  shore.  "This  country,*"  lie  says,  "  was  first  ibund  ai;d 
discovered  by  the  Dutch,  in  iG09,  Avhen  a  ship,  the  Half 
Moon,  was  fitted  out  b}-  tiie  East  India  Company,  lo  seek 
westward  for  a  passage  through  to  China.  IlenrV  Hudson 
was  the  master  and  supercargo;  an  Englishman  by  birlh, 
but  who  had  long  abode  among  the  Netherlanders,  and 
then  in  the  service  a:,d  pay  of  the  East  India  Company. 
That  it  was  first  discovered  by  the  Netherlanders  is  evident 
from  this,  llirit  the  Indians,  or  Natives,  of  whom  there  are 
many  still  living,  and  so  old  as  to  re  neniber  it,  dec!ar(>,  that 
before  the  arrival  of  the  ship  Ha'f  Moon,  they  did  not 
know  there  were  any  other  people  in  the  world  so  unlike 
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them  r..s  bcinr;  more  At;?'///,  much  less  so  far  otherwise  dif- 
ferin?  rioni  them  in  kind  and  raihion,  as  our  nation.  There 
arc  some  who  maiuiain  ihat  the  tSpaniards  were  in  this 
country  many  years  boiovc,  hut,  fiudini?  it  too  cold,  left  it ; 
but  1  could  ncv'cr  understand  so  Irom  the  Indians." 

Notwithstcindin'^  what  Van  Der  Donck  here  relates,  I 
cannot  forbear  from  the  conjecture  that  they  approached 
so  near  as  distinctly  to  discern  the  openinjj,  the  Xan-oics, 
and  concluiimg  it  to  be  the  entrance  into  a  river,  and  Neve- 
sinck  and  Stuten  Island  beiu^'  the  only  land  on  the  coast 
apparently  mauniainoui;  thence  the  name  the  River  of  the 
Moujilnins ;  iov  aliliough  I  gi^e  the  passage  entire  from 
him,  I  am  not  thcn:fore  to  be  understood  as  giving  it  un- 
qualilled  credit.  He  was  a  Dutchm.an.  and  doubtless  penned 
the  passage,  in  asseveration  of  their  title  to  the  river  as  the 
first  discoverers  of  it ;  and  it  does  not  require  an  attendance 
of  a  wliolc  half  century  on  courts  of  justice  to  learn,  that 
wliere  intcr(!St,  or  ^vish,  or  not  less  ill  than  good-Vvill,  or 
even  only  the  vanity  of  narrating,  to  show  we  know  some- 
thing not  known  to  others,  or  the  absence  of  heed,  or  any 
other  of  the  varieties  of  human  frailty,  there  }ioio  spavin^ 
Ofbcllrf.       _  J  2  . 

To  a  point  nov/  known  as  Sandy  or  JSIonemy  Point,  a 
point  on  the  hither  shore  of  the  peninsula  of  Cape  Cod, 
they  gave  the  name  of  Cape  MaUcharrc.  The  Dutch  called 
it  Un'i;ki,ukige  IIavex,  UnlucJnj  llarho?-,  probably  intended 
as  a  translation  of  the  Spanish  name.  The  name  Malle- 
larrc  had  ceased  to  be  known  until  the  hearing  before  tlie 
commissioners  in  1798,  to  determine  the  River  St.  Croix, 
intended  in  the  treaty  of  peace  which  closed  the  war  of  the 
li(n-(»!u!ion,  M'hen  L'Escarbot  being  read  in  ])roof,  and  ho 
jnenlioning  it,  the  knowledge  of  it  was  revived,  and  it  has 
•since  found  its  place  on  the  charts  of  the  coast  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  we  have  spoken  of  the  voyage 
of  Sieur  des  Monts  in  an  attempt  to  plant  a  colony,  of  his 
landing  on  the  island  of  St.  Croix,  and  the  loss  of  a^mmber 
of  his  followers  by  death  during  the  winter:  the  history  of 
the  survivors  is  brielly  ri dated  in  the  foliovring  extract  Irom 
L'Escnrbot,  and  to  which  we  have  alluded.  "The  season 
being  pnssrd,  the  Sieur  Des  JMonts,  tired  of  his  sorrov*-fal 
abode  at  St.  Croix,  determined  to  search  for  another  port 
in  a  cou!itry  more  vrarm  and  more  to  the  south:  and  hav- 
ing seen  the  coast  of  ?»ral!ebarre,  and  v.  ith  much  labor, 
and  not  liiiuing  what  he  desired,  he  determined  to  go  to 
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Port  Royal,  to  make  his  stay  there,  and  wait  until  he  should 
iiave  the  moans  to  make  a  more  ample  discovery."  The 
French  ])ermitted  to  come  as  I'ar  as  ]\lallel)arre,*  and  then, 
instead  otManding:  to  abide  there,  or  pursuimr  their  voya:rc 
farther,  they  are  to  discern  it  as  more  cliLaljle  to  return 
to  Port  Ivoyal.  \Vhat  a  Providence  !  Continuing'  their 
course  westward  a  few  leairues  farther,  would  have  dis- 
covered to  them  the  Bay  of  Nassau  of  the  Dutch,  with 
the  Garden  Island,  the  Aquidai/  of  the  Indians,  the  IIikide 
IsLvxD  of  the  English,  in  its  bosom,  its  western  coast 
the  country  of  the  Karras-cniseits,  the  Land  of  Pasturaire, 
the  Land  of  Milk.  What  might  not  have  been  now  tlie 
condition  of  these  our  happy  regions,  "if  we  knew  it,"' 
had  they  been  peopled  by  I'rench  instead  of  English  col- 
onists !  Our  iree  forms  of  government ;  next  to  the  reve- 
lation of  himself,  the  best  gilt  from  the  Deity  to  man 
during  his  stay  here  !  When  tlie  present  Constitutionf  was 
vouchsafed  us,  the.  Representatives  of  the  nation,  pecu- 
liarly so  denominated,  in  their  Address,  to  the  ?,To3T  ei:- 
LovED  CiTizE.v.  What  an  appellation  !  With  what  hearts 
bestowed!  in  answer  to  his  speech  to  the  Conuress,  at  the 
opening  of  the  session,  avowed  ''the  responsibility  on  us  for 
the  destiny  of  Repuhlicaii  Liberty.''  We  selected  and  re- 
served on  whom  the  ultimate  hope  for  Alan,  whether  capa- 
ble of  a  free  governm.ent,  a  govcrnm.ent  elective  tliroU'_di- 
out,  a  self-governm(?nt,  a  government,  the  administrations 
of  it,  for  their  rectitude,  and  otherwise  lor  their  wisdom, 
depending  on  his  own  volitions,  his  own  prudence,  tlie  lat- 
ter taken  as  implying  ''the  constant  presence  of  Deity  with 
us,"  is  to  rest !  Should  we  succeed  to  fullil  it,  and  would  it 
were  not  possible  we  should  not,  what  of  national  reproach 
must  we  not  in  the  course  of  the  probation,  have  escaped, 
what  of  national  exaltation  shall  we  not  have  obtained ! 

DUTCH  XAMKS  OF  TLACES. 

The  Dutch  called  the  Delaware  the  SoutJi,  and  the  Hud- 
son the  iXorth,  river,  from  tlieir  relative  situation  to  each 
otlier.  They  a]ipcar  also  to  have  been  known  by  t\\"o  otlitr 
names,  to  be  considered  perhaps  as  their  le^-al  names,  Pi-ince 
IVlArRiTs's,  and  Prince  IIenduick*?,  rivers,  after  two  Princes 
of  the  House  of  Oranze.  Tlie  name  of  IMai:iuts  lia-  <in'-e 
become  appropriated  in  a  small  river  issuiiur  into  ])i'I,;\\are 
Cay  on  the  eastern  side.     They  used  the  W(jrd  Kill  in  t\vo 
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senses;  ii-;  one,  r.s  th^.  sa.no  with  the  English  word  Crcch, 
an  anii  of  t'ne  .'•e-'i  or  of  a  i-iver  ;  -hi:  oilier  as  impoi'tins:  a 
Stream.  jNIespat  Kill,  ori;i<Jruri!y  Indian,  but  retained  in 
use  by  the  Dutch,  Newtoirn  creek ;  Maquaas  Kill,  Mohock 
river.  The  Schuylkill  still  retaining-  its  Dutch  name,  the 
translation  hiding  creek,  ])erhaps  more  strictly  sculkinq 
creek  ;  sciiri'L  tf  ho'jwdgn',  when  applied  to  debtor,  the  same 
meaning  ^vith  Lr.fifal  in  tlie,  process.  The  BRAxnYwixE 
river  and  banks  r-'.-toi!!  their  Dutch  najiie.  1joo:\ipties  Hoeck, 
tree  point,  corrupted  to  Bonihay  Hook.  ^Yhore  Kill  and 
Reedij  Island,  literal  translations  ot'  tiicir  Dutch  names. 
Tlie  southern  cape,  Dixloi'ex,  its  Dutch  name,  a  common 
surname  :  a  Francis  Hinlopem  laid  the  first  stone  of  a  pub- 
lic \vci-;h-house  hi  Amsterdam,  IGHS.  The  northern  cape 
jMat,  J/'.//,  also  known  as  Cape  Cornelius,  named  after 
Skipper  Corvelius  Jacobse  Mey.  The  first  inlet  without 
tlie  cape  on  the  Xew  Jersey  shore,  the  Beere  Gat,  the  Bear 
Gut.  'J'he  \v(ji-d  Gat,  ^^hen  used  in  a  nautical  sense,  the 
corresponding-  word  in  Dutch  with  Gut  in  English  when 
used  in  the  same  sense.  The  channel  between  the  buoys 
leading  into  the  Texel,  is  called  the  Gat.  The  passas-e  be- 
twe.'n  the  island  of  Goekee  and  the  Main  on  "their  coast 
the  Gat  of  Goeree.  The  English  speak  of  the  Gut  of  Gib- 
raltar, the  Gut  of  Canso  ;  and  every  inlet  irom  the  sea, 
throuuh  the  beach  into  the  bay  on  the  southern  shore  of 
Long  Islrind,  is  spoken  of  as  a  Gut.  Van  Der  Donck  ex- 
])rcssf>  him-elf.  "  besides  fine  bays  and  rivers,  there  are  also 
convLirMiitC^ATEy  to  .'hose  who  are  acquainted  with  thennbut 
at  pr.'-i'iit  not  navigated,  especially  the  Beeke  Gat."  Great 
nnd  lin'i'  j:ira-  Unrhors.  trnnslations  of  their  Dutch  names. 
r,Auvi;(;AT  retaining  its  Dutch  name,  an  abl)reviation  of 
Branuevde  Gat,  the  Breaker  Gut.  The  Dutch  lexicogra- 
phers ha\e  interpreted  Braxdende,  ^vhen  importing  a  irfoA'- 
ing  of  tli(^  sea,  into  Latin,  by  fervnr  marls  ;  but  Braxdevdc 
also  iiiiportins:  6//r/277/i?-,  and  Gat  Jlole.we.  find  the  inlet  iaid 
down  in  the  English  chart  heretofore  referred  to,  by  the 
name  (A'h'irning /•o/e.  Sandij  Hook;  the  Dutch  generally  call- 
ed it  the  Sandt  Pu.nt,  and  it  is  also  mentioned  as  tlu;  Sandt 
IIoizcK.  and  for  some  time  called  by  the  English  Sandji  Point. 
The  i.-land  under  the  Long  Island  shore,  to  be  considered  as 
the  nortli'-a-tcrn  chop  of  the  entrance  from  the  sea,  Beekex 
Island,  Bear  Island,  but  the  soil  being  of  tlu;  kind  denominated 
by  us  Beach,  barren,  hence  corrupted  to  Barren  Island.  To 
an  island  immediately  westward  of  it  they  gave  the  name 
of  Co.w.n's  Island  ;   Canri/  Island  ;  Cunvx,  a  Dutch  surname 
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still  romainin^:  amonp:  us ;  from  the  name  Conej/,  there  are 
already  symjjtoius  ot  the  boi^inninir  of  a  tradition  that  it 
once  abounded  in  lldhhits.  The  Narrorvs  they  called  the 
lIooFUEV,  their  name  for  the  forddmls  on  the  J'riti^^h  coast, 
litorally  head  lands.  The  nanie.s  of  the  towns  in  the  vicinity, 
UrRKTCirr,  IJri'lckei.en-.  corrupted  to  BroolUnr,  and  A>!ERs- 
roirr,  chanued  to  FUdlands,  denote  the  district  in  tlie  Fallier 
Land,  furnishing-  the  first  settlers.  Gravesend  settled,  and 
in  Dutch  time  and  under  a  Dutch  grant,  by  some  ianiilies 
immediately  from  England — a  Lady  Deborah  ^Moody,  the 
Dido,  leading  the  colony.  FlathusJi ;  a  corruption,  and  may 
also  serve  as  a  translation,  of  its  Dutch  name,  Ylachte-bos 
■ — its  primitive  Dutch  name,  JMidwout,  Jlidi'-ood — why  or 
whence  changed,  does  not  appear.  A  conjecture  is  offered, 
that  Brel'Ckelen  and  Amersfort  were,  from  their  proximity 
to  the  waters,  earliest  settled,  and  a  space  intermediate 
and  about  equidistant  betwee!i  them  remained  as  Wout  or 
Bos,  Vy'ood,  and  denoted  as  the  jMunvouT,  and  the  Eos  on 
the  Plain  or  VLAcaTR,  the  site  of  the  present  village  of 
Flalhush,  as  to  be  distinguished  from  Bos  or  Wood,  on  the 
contiguous  GEDERcnLr,,  or  Rid^e,  came  to  be  desiirnated  as 
the  Vlachte-Bos.  Piustdort,  the  Dutch  name  for  Jamaica, 
say  countrytuica.  Coe  and  his  associates,  in  their  a])plica- 
tion,  IC35O,  to  Stuyvesant,  for  the  lands  there.  re])resent 
themselves  as  "living  at  a  new  plantation,  near  th(.'  Beaver 
path,  called  Jemnico" — hence  the  subsequent  Jamaica.  We 
find  the  Dutch  Vlissengf.x,  in  the  English  Flushinf: ;  and 
the  Armen  Bouerey,  the  Farm,  purchased  by  the  Deaconry 
of  New  York  for  the  use  of  the  Poor,  in  an  intended  trans- 
lation of  it,  the  Poor  Boicenj.  The  Dutch  called  the  Bay 
bounded  on  the  south  by  the  ocean,  on  the  east  by  Long 
Island,  on  the  north  partly  by  the  mouth  of  the  Hudson  and 
partly  by  the  shore  of  New  JeJ'sey.  and  on  the  west  wholly 
by  the  shore  of  New  Jersey,  and  Staten  Island  considered 
as  lying  within  it.  T]ie  Great  Bay  of  New  Nclheidand,  and 
so  called,  as  Van  Der  Douck  exi^resses  it,  "propter  Excel- 
knliam"  eminently  tiic  Bay.  Newark  liay,  from  its  rela- 
tive situation  to  the  Great  Bay,  they  called  Het  aciffer  Cri,, 
literally  tlie  Back  Bay  ;  Cue,  borrowed  from  the  French  Cu! 
lie  sac,  and  also  in  use  with  tlu;  Dutch  to  siixnify  a  bay. 
AcHTERCLX.found  in  viu-y  enrly  writings. in  English  rt't'crrinix 
toit, corrupted  to  Arthur  Cut's  Hay  :  the  passage  from  it  iiili) 
the  Great  Bay  they  called  Het  Kill  van  uet  Cull,  ttie  Kiil 
of  the  Ciil,  liii.illy  come  to  be  expressed  by  i^ie  Ki/ts.  A 
reef  in  the  Bav,  not  lar  from  the  rnoulh  of  the  Kills,  Kuf.vn:? 
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VAiT,  seaJ  reef ;  the  seal  berptofore  frequently  taken  in  the 
ii.jy,  and  P^ouy.v,  a  name  witli  the  Dutch  for  it.  The  name 
<A'  the  reef  corrupted  to  Rohhlas  Reef.  The  Strait  between 
the  Bay  and  the  Sound,  the  latter  also  occasionally  distin- 
^'uished  by  them  as  the  Great  Bail,  they  denoted  from  its 
relative  situation  to  the  other  two  rivers,  as  the  Ea^^t  river  ; 
the  island  at  the  entrance  of  it  they  called  Nooten  Island, 
corrupted  to  Nrit  Island,  corrupted  to  Nuttcn  Island,  the 
name  by  which  it  was  known  till  within  the  last  fifty  years, 
\\hen  it  be^ran  at  times  to  be  spoken  of,  or  referred  to,  as 
the  Govciniors  Ishand,  it  having-,  from  the  beginning,  been 
j-eserved  for  the  use  of  the  Governor,  and  hence  its  present 
name  exclusively.  Governor's  Island.  Long  Island  retains 
its  Dutch  name  translated  ;  and  a  legal  name  was  assigned 
lo  it  by  an  act  of  Assembly,  1G93,  the  Island  of  Nassau. 
Staatkx  Island  retains  its  name  M'ith  a  slight  variance  in 
the  spelling,  Staten  Island;  an  island  of  the  same  name  on 
the  coast  of  the  district  of  iNIaine. 

Among  the  first  who  came  over,  not  improbable  the  very 
first  as  husbandmen,  were  some  families  of  ]\  alhons.  A 
child  born  in  1025,  named  Sarah,  the  parents,  Walloons,  of 
the  name  of  D'Rapalje.  The  blessing  of  the  relations  of 
jlf'becca  seems  to  have  rested  on  her;  the  motlicr  of  tJiou- 
.SV/7K/.S",  at  least,  in  succession  from  her,  in  King's  county. 
A  tradition  in  the  family  that  she  was  the  first  icldte  born. 
here,  and  that,  induced  hy  the  circumstance,  the  Indians 
gave  to  D'Uapalje  and  his  brethren,  like  the  other  French 
who  followed  them  in  the  same  century,  Ibrsaking  their 
rountrij  not  to  forsake  the  truth,  the  lands  adjacent  to  the 
bay,  hence  named  Met  Waale  Bogiit,  the  II  alloon  Bay,  cor- 
ru[)t«.  d  to  tlje  ]\'alIubout  Bail.  Besides  D'llapalje,  the  names 
of  Le  Eseuyer,  Duryee,  La  Sillier,  Cershou,  Conseiller,  Mus- 
S(r(>!,  and  others,  still  to  be  found  there,  or  in  the  vicinity. 
Ivaract  from  the  Journal  of  the  Dutch  Council,  10.3t5: — 

'•  Sarah  Jorison,  the  first  born  Christian  daughter  in  New 
Netherland,  widow  of  Hans  Hansen,  burdened  with  seven 
children,  petitions  for  a  grant  of  a  piece  of  meadow,  in 
addition  to  the  twenty  morgen  granted  to  her  at  the  Waalc 
IJoglit."  The  settlement  also  denoted,  at  times,  as  ^Mat.k- 
WYCK,  Market-vijrh,  and  the  adjacent  Tract,  then  still  a 
wood,  as  BoswvcK,  toleral)ly  translated  by  Bishuvck.  'l"he 
Dutch  WvcK  is  si  ill  to  be  traced  in  the  English  Grcemrich, 
Ijisuich  ;  wlien  apjdied  to  a  city,  the  Dutch  used  it  as  a 
substitute  for  the  ihiizlish  I Tarf/.  •• 
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"NVinlcr  v/hr":-!^  >o  be  ti<kon  in  payment  at  five  shillincrs, 
nn'l  Slimmer  wheal  at  r<'ur  •sliijiiiijj.s  and  sixpence,  per 
bu<liel— 1G75. 

Wampum — six  white  to  pass  for  a  stliver,  or  penny,  and 
three  black  at  tiie  same  rate — 1072. 

I'ond  for  I  GOO  guilders  in  \Vami)um — 1G72. 

Mexico  plate  to  pass  at  the  rate  cf  six  shiliii:'j.>,  and  Peru 
at  the  rate  o'i  fii^e  shillings,  per  eighteen  pcnnv-ueight — 
1075. 

£110  in  pieces  of  ciaht  at  six  shillincrs.  New  En'j:land 
money,  each,  the  consideration  lor  a  lot--  lOG-S. 

A  grant  for  a  tohu.ccG  plantation  at  the  Vv'aale  Bocht — 
1G43. 

20  Guihlers  in  Wampum  equal  only  to  10  Guilders  in 
Holland  money. 

A  ship  arrived  in  Holland  from  New  Nctherland,  laden 
with  tobacco  and  some  peltry — IGGl. 

A  conveyance  for  a  farm  at  J^Jespat  Kill,  v/ith  the  habi- 
tation and  the  tobacco  liouse — 1GG5. 

750  guilders  m  tobacco,  the  consideration  in  a  conveyance 
for  a  lot ;  HSiJ  pounds  weight  of  tobacco  raised  on  a  farm  ; 
and  an  action  tor  400  pomids  weight  of  tobacco  and  XJ  tsTui- 
VERS— 1GG7. 

2100  pounds  weight  of  tobacco,  the  consideration  for  half 
of  a  farm  on  the  Delaware  ;  and  a  mortgage  of  lialf  a  crop 
of  tobacco  on  the  ground  ;  and,  at  the  same  jjcriod,  more 
acres  of  peas  than  of  wJicat  returned  in  the  inventories  of 
estates  of  persons  deceased,  and  hence  the  app;irently  hii:h 
price  of  grain  ;  Madeira  wine  one  shilling  and  ten  pence  a 
quart,  and  rum  two  shillings  and  four  pence  a  gallon — 
1675. 

Total  of  the  assessed  value  of  estates  in  the  city,  IGGS, 
£7S,231,  and  a  tax  of  a  penny  halt-penny  in  a  iiound  to  be 
levied  on  it;  the  total  of  the  value,  1815,  §81,030,512. 

To  return  to  our  subject — 

The  name  of  the  point  opposite  to  the  Waale  BonuT,  one 
of  the  chops  of  our  harbor,  Cuulkr's  Ilook,  and  still  ret:;i:i- 
ing  it,  and  so  called  after  Arent  Van  Cureer,  the  s;i!ne 
already  mentioned  as  the  predecessor  of  Schuyler  in  intlu- 
cnce  and  honor  with  the  Five  Nations.  He  purchased  the 
farm  or  plantation  there  in  1G53,  and  as  denoted  Ijy  its  In- 
dian name,  Ncchtanh,  and  afterwards  removed  to  Alliany, 
and  was  drowned  in  Lake  Champlain,  and  hence  tlie  Hutch 
thereafter  cnllt-d  it  Curler's  Lrike.  "It  is  in  lienor  of  this 
man,  who  was  a  favorite  of  the   Indians,''  s;iys  our  histo- 
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rian,  "  that  the  p-overnors  of  New  York,  in  all  their  treaties, 
wen;  addressed  by  the  name  of  Curler,"  or,  as  generally 
spelt.  Cor/ear.  ills  widow  took  out  administration  of  his 
estate  by  her  name  betore  marriage,  Juffrouw,  Madam, 
An'toxio  SLAGHDoo.Ar,  always  the  ju-ivilege*  of  the  Uatch 
wife  to  resume  it  at  pleasure,  to  sliow  her  descent.  Pride  ! 
vanity  !  granted,  Sir  "  valor  and  contemplation,"  and — wliat 
then  ? 

A  point,  in  the  narrow  part  of  the  lake,  they  called  the 
Kruine  Punt,  corrupted  to,  and  which  may  also  pass  for  a 
translation  of  it.  Crown  Point;  the  word  croirn  understood 
as  intending  the  crown  of  the  head;  more  properly  how- 
ever, Sca/p,  or  Scaljiing  Point.  The  historian  speaks  of  it 
''as  the  place  whence  the  French  sent  out  their  scalping 
parties.  The  French  called  it  Fort  Frederick.  To  Ticon- 
deroga,  the  Indian  3Ieeting  of  Wafers,  they  gave  a  name 
apparently  sinL^ilar,  Carillon,  a  chime  of  hells.  To  Lake 
George,  a  name  importing,  the  Lake  of  the  Ho  1 1/  Sacrament. 

The  Dutch  name  for  a  small  bay  or  cove,  on  the  East 
river,  about  two  miles  above  Curler's  Hook.  Deutfl  Bav, 
corrupted  to  Turtle  ]3ay.  AYhen  the  head  of  the  cask  was 
further  secured  with  pegs,  they  would  say  the  cask  was 
GFDi-.LTKr.T  ;  the  pegs  were  short,  but  at  the  base  broad  ; 
the  bay  narrow  at  its  entrance,  broad  at  the  bottom  :  the 
supjiosed  resemblance  between  the  bay  and  the  peg,  tho 
suj)])osed  origin  of  the  name.  The  Point,  about  the  same 
distance  farther,  they  called  ITookn's  Hoeck,  Horn's  Point ; 
there  is  a  point  in  the  Thames  of  tlie  same  name,  but  pro- 
nounced there  in  plainer  English,  "the  word  unpleasing  to 
the  married  ear." 

THE  ISLANDS   IN  THE  RIVER. 

The  Dutch  name  of  the  first,  Varkex,  Ilog  Island,  its  Ze- 
fro/En2li<li  name  Manning's  Island,  so  called  after  the  pro- 
pjrietor  vl'  it  once,  the  unfortunate  Captain  John  Manning, 
"whose  sword  was  afterwards  broken  over  his  head  in 
public,  betore  the  City  Hall,  lor  treacherously  delivering  up 
the  garrison  to  the  Dutch,  .':2Sth  July,  1G73."  Tlie  next  two 
islands,  Groote,  and  Klevxe,  Bailext's  Islands,  corru[)ted  to 
Great  and  Litllr.  Barn  Islands.  Bakext,  a  Dutch  Christian 
name.  Barent  Janse,  overseer  of  the  island  under  the  V\'est 
India  Company.  Little  Parens'  Island,  granted  to  Delaval, 
1GG9;  a  piece  of  meadow  released  to  him  on  the  north 
side  of  BaTcnCs  Isle ;  a  piece  released  to  him  on  the  south 
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side  of  little  BarenCs  Island.  The  tract  between  Harlem  river 
and  the  ]arj;:e  stream  next  eastward,  15iionck's  Lanil.  Jona3 
IJijuNCK,  the  lirst  proprietor  of  it: — tlie  pa.ssaue  between  it 
and  Little  Bara  Island,  called  Bkonck's  river,  and  the  stream 
also,  as  the  lands  on  its  banks  became  setlli;d,  afterwards 
denoted  by,  and  still  retaining,  the  same  name.  The  Dutch 
name  for  W'estchester,  Oostuorp,  Eastern,  and  a  district 
adjacent  to  it,  not  now  to  be  deilned.  A'khkulandt,  Peace 
Land.  The  islands,  the  Gesellen,  their  Dutch  name  trans- 
lated, the  Brothers.  The  passage  between  Long  Island  and 
Great  Barn  Island,  the  Dutch  called  llcr  IIelle  Gat,  cor- 
rupted to  liell-Gatc,  and  finally  to  JIurl-Gaie.  1  have 
shown  what  Gat  imports  in  Dutch,  when  used  as  in  the 
present  instance,  so  that  IIellegat  may  be  interpreted  eithiT 
Hellgut,  or  the  Gut  of  Hell.  De  Laet,  in  his  Latin  work, 
has  it  Inferi  os.  AVhen  a  ferry  was,  within  a  few  years 
since,  about  to  be  established  Irom  IIoorn's  IIoeck:  to  Long 
Island,  and  a  dock  being  necessary  for  a  landing  or  stairs, 
the  persons  employed  to  build  it,  having  finished  it,  a  duty 
of  humanity  still  remained,  the  traveller  icas  to  be  dircc/cdiri 
the  ri^ht  way  ;  they  accordingly  put  up  a  hand  or  guide 
board,  where  the  road  turns  olf  from  the  main  road,  with 
the  direction  coarsely  painted  on  it,  no  matter  how  coarsely, 
it  was  plain  enough  for  all  to  read  i7, '' The  road  to  llurlirate 
Ferry,"  and  this  the  origin  of  the  name  Ilarlgate.  That 
they  should  be  offended  at  the  first  syllable  in  t!ie  name 
llell'^atc,  may  perhaps  be  accounted  for:  they  may  have^ 
considered  the  use  ot  it,  unless  in  open  reprehension  ol 
themselves,  or  in  rebuke  of  others,  as  naughty,  havin::  l-ecn 
so  trained  in  their  youth  ;  or  they  may  have  been  apprehen- 
sive, that  being  too  familiar  with  the  name,  might  ti-ml  to 
render  the  place  too  familiar,  and  so  take  oil  from  the  drend 
of  it;  but  why  they  should  adopt  liurl  as  the  substitute, 
cannot  be  conceived,  inasmuch  as  a  gate,  so  far  from  liurl- 
ing  or  hurrying  us  through,  may,  at  times,  perform  to  us 
one  of  the  best  ofliccs  of  a  friend,  to  stay  or  check  us  in  our 
career  of  more  haste  than  good  speed.  Perhaps  the  dock- 
builders  never  thought  so  far  ;  and  I  am  fearful,  that  Ikjw- 
ever  inclined  we  may  be  tollnd  a  motive  for  them,  W(.'  shall, 
after  all,  be  obliged  to  say,  that  when  they  undeitook  to 
amend  the  name,  they  urnt  beyond  their  dock.  But  the  per- 
sons most  to  blame  are  the  editors  of  our  public  i<;ii>ers. 
It  will  be  acknowledijed  they  have  it  in  their  ]ioW(  r  Id  -ive 
currency,  limit  it  for  the  moment  to  names  ;  it  on^'l.t.  how- 
ever, to  occur  to  them,  that  all  power  implies  trust  feir  the 
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due  exercise  of  it,  and  llicy  speak  gs  familiarly  of  p:oinsr, 
and  coming,  ibrough  ihtrl-uif:,  as  they  do  of  goins;  out  of, 
and  coming  into,  Saudi/  Hook  )  pray,  however,  1  may  not 
be  considered  as  taking  it  upoa  mo  (o  be  their  ccntior — far 
different  from  if. ;  for  notwithstandin;/  the  carpings  of  soine, 
who  love  to  be  ever  finding  iault,  that,  not  unfrequently, 
their  facts  are.  not  the.  fact,  fhei--  reasonings  not  logic,  their 
praise  sickcninc,  their  dispraise,  as  to  the  manner  of  it,  the 
reverse  of  ,r^God  ma'iners,  their  wit,  omitting  to  remember 
"  that  mediorritij  in  \;i^  was  nover  permitted  in  any,"  their 
best  excuse  ;  and  notwithstanding  tlic  sneers  of  otliers,  that 
at  times  they  are  so  sententious,  so  sagacious-,  so  profound,  as 
to  be  wonderful,  I  say,  and  say  it  with  sincerity,  may  they 
flourisli;  irithour  ncicsj-apers  iitimerous  and  free,  we  are  icithout 
Liberty;  the  growth  even  of  weeds  indicates  soil  and  season  ; 
I,  however, prefer  a.nother  illustration  more  courteous  and  not 
less  apt — the  richest  harvest  must  have  its  straws  to  susLaiii 
it.  The  English  UcUgale  has  been  so  long  peaceably  in  pos- 
session, I  am  content  it  should  remain  so.  I  have  no  desire 
to  go  back  cither  to  Dutch  language  or  Dutch  law  ;  not  to 
the  one  liccause  not  better  than  the  English,  nor  to  the 
other  because  not  so  good.  The  Dutch  took  the  civil  law  of 
Rome ;  there  they  erred ;  they  should  have  taken  the  common 
law  of  England — the  trial  by  jury  ! — How  the  law?  to  be 
declared  hy  the  judge,  hence  ever  to  be  a  inaii  of  the  law. 
How  the  fact?  to  be  found  by  the  unanimous  verdict  of  a 
jury  to  be  taken  from  the  Laiti/  of  the  place  at  lar-e,  to  be 
kept  together  in  private  until  agreed;  and,  in  the  discretion 
of  the  juthe,  in  the  meantime  to  permit  sustenance  to  be 
furnished  them.  How  the  inquiry?  in  open  court  before 
the  judge,  by  the  oral  testimony  of  the  witnesses,  the  jury 
to  notice  their  demeanor  and  appearance,  and,  if  requisite, 
they  to  be  confronted.  How  the  evidence?  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  judge  as  incident.  How  if  the  judge  err  ?  an 
exception  to  be  taken  to  his  opinion,  and  the  error  exam- 
ined elsewhere.  How  if  the  jury  mistake  in  tlicir  verdict  ? 
in  the  sound  discretion  of  the  judge  to  set  it  aside,  and 
award  a  new  trial.  How  if  a  juror  hai)pen  to  be  returned 
not  standing  indilferent  between  the  parties  /  to  be  chal- 
lenged, and  the  challenge  to  be  instantly  tried  by  triers,  to 
be  elected  by  the  judi!:e,  and,  where  life  in  jeopardy,  the 
accused  privileir<'d  to  challentre  a  due  number  /larmptori/i/ 
and  no  cause  of  ciiallengc  reciuired — all  this  of  human  con- 
trivance ! 

**  In  the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  fourteen," 
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5ays  Dc  Lnct,  "  the  ship  of  Skipper  Adrian  Block  took  fire 
by  riccident,  and  he  built  licre  a  V a(  ht  of  thirty-cidit  feet 
keel,  forty- lour  feet  and  a  half  on  deck,  and  eleven  feet  and 
a  half  beam,  with  which  he  sailed  throuirh  the  IIkli.f.c.at 
into  the  (irrnt  I'oi/,  and  visited  all  the  ])laces  thereabout, 
and  went  in  it  as  i'ar  as  Cape  Cod;"'  and  I  shall  intend  him 
to  have  bren  the  lirst  who  passed  throuiih  the  Gm.  and  that, 
wiierever  they  were  given,  he  gave  the  Dutch  names  to 
the  places  he  visited. 

li  he  went  through  at  about  two-thirds  flood,  and  either 
at  the  full  or  change,  it  must  have  appeared  most  terrilic 
to  him,  and  the  Jiaifie,  the  exclamation,  might  have  escaped 
him.  Still  I  think  he  is  not  wholly  to  be  pardoned.  As  a 
Dutchman,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  he  was  very  early  in- 
structed in  his  catechism,  and  if  he  had  attended  to  the 
proofs  in  the  margin  under  the  proper  Sunday  Section,  he 
would  have  seen  it  was  more  to  be  likened  to  the  way  lead- 
ing to  the  good  place,  narrow,  scarcely  admitting  two 
abreast,  the  Ilogs  back  and  the  Pot,  the  rock  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  v  hirlpool  on  the  other,  mind  xjovr  helm,  keep 
in  the  tnie  tide,  his  incessant  caution  to  his  Stiermax, 
whereas  the  way  leading  to  the;  other  place,  the  bad  place, 
is  laid  down  as  being  broad,  as  many  at  a  time  as  choose, 
and  you  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  doicn,  sail  or  laij  vpon 
your  oars,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  leave  yourself  to  the 
current,  and  drive  through. 

The  Sunday  Section  ;  the  name  by  wliich  sections  are 
distinguished  in  the  Dutch  Original  ;  the  name  by  which 
the  day  was  known  to  the  first  converts  from  amoiiir  tlio 
Gentiles,  taught  by  the  Apostles,  they  taught  by  the  Divine 
TEAClIEIv  himsell",  and  the  use  of  it  continued  by  them 
after  their  conversion,  and  from  them  to  those  who  claimed, 
and  rightfully,  to  be  their  followers,  the  reformers,  includ- 
ing the  Reverend  Fathers,  the  Synod  of  Dort,  all  distinctly 
understanding:  the  terms  or  names  they  used,  and  hence  dis- 
tinctly understanding:  themsdves — Satisfied  tlie  seventh,  the 
required,  portion  of  time,  a  diurnal  revolution  of  the  sun, 
was  set  apart,  and  the  observance  of  the  hitherto  day 
ceasing,  as  alike  typical  with  priesthood  and  altar,  and  so 
alike  spent ;  and  the  next  day  taken  as  the  most  obvious 
course,  there  beins:  no  reason  for  preferring  another,  ihey 
ap|)car  to  have  occupied  thi^msclves  otherwise  than  in  snr- 
misin:^  aiul  inquiring,  whether  it  would  not  tend  to  a  more 
devout  observance  of  it,  to  substitute  the  name  l)y  which 
it  was  known   by  the  Apostles  among  themselves,  they  be- 


:rjU  ■.''-)<-■>  vh(v 


Avrn 


■■-;i   :i': /--.'A    "'-rW  .-iil  ,!<»(;  .-I'iM 


ii'  V    t, 


'/•' 


,1  . ,  ' 

(:: 

•-U 

:;.M'i 

/. 

'M 

100  Benson's  memoir.  '  '^ 

inj?  Jews,  the  first  day  ;  or  the  name  by  which  it  is  men- 
tioned by  an  Apostle,  refcrrinir  to  an  occasion  renderinjr  it, 
in  an  eminent  sense,  the  day  of  the  Lord,  '"  when  liis  <:reat 
voice  was  heard  as  of  a  trumpet,  /  am  the  iirst  and  the 
LAST,"  and  the  text  accordini:iy  to  be  viewed  as  preserved 
to  us  to  intimate  doctrine,  not  t'ormally  to  prescribe  name  ; 
or  the  Jewish  na/ne  for  the  Last  day  of  the  week,  the  Sab- 
bath, their  day  of  rest  from  work  from  sunset  to  sunset.  la 
Enghand  they  have  schools  on  the  day  for  the  gratuitous 
instruction  of  the  poor ;  we  have  them  now  likewise : 
there,  having  the  merit  to  have  kd,  they  are  called  Simdai/ 
Schools  ;  with  us,  having  the  merit  only,  for  although  merit 
still  no  more  than  secondani,  to  have  followed,  they  are  in 
some  places  to  be  called  Sabbath  Schools.  To  impart  sanc- 
tity by  force  o\'  a  nams  I  A  singular  conce])tion  !  The  more 
singular,  the  intelligence  of  many,  in  whom  apparently 
found,  considered.  But  if  noticed  as  in  so//te,  in  respect  to 
a  day,  must  I  not,  if  to  stand  aimJ  with  all,  notice  it  as  in 
others  in  respect  to  a  Building.  The  Church  of  the  jnost 
holy  Tkinitv — Christ  Church — the  Church  of  the  Holy 
Spirit — S;iint  George's  Church.  By  what  Name  did  the 
Apostles  denote  the  Eulldins;  the  place  where  they  came 
together  to  join  in  worship  .'  The  Temple,  with  its  services, 
liad  by  the  advent  of  the  prototype,  the  Divine  Intercessor 
in  Person,  in  the  fesh,  ceased.  The  Synagop-ue,  however 
remained,  and,  deducing  from  the  volume  of  Scripture  as 
the  authority,  the  preferable  presumption.  (I  choose  to  ex- 
jiress  myself  with  diliidencc.)  would  seem  to  be,  that  they 
continued  it,  with  its  mode  of  rule,  and  of  Ovrsighf,  or 
charge,  by  an  Eldership;  and  hence  with  its  Name.  Two 
passages  will  be  cited,  and  the  last  perhaps  to  be  received 
as  decisive.  "  Xot  forsaking  the  assembling  ourselves  to- 
gether"— in  the  original,  '■'■  siinagogueing.''  '"If  there  come 
into  your  assembly  a.  mnn" — in  the  original  '••synagogue.'' 
The  i'uritans,  doubtless,  adopted  the  preferable  translation, 
or  name,  a  ^Mr.r/nxc  House. 

Another  instance  of  the  not  improbable  effect  of  mere 
Name.  The  Dutch,  in  their  version  of  the  Scriptures,  at 
the  Reformation,  in  translating  the  Greek  Episropos,  rejected 
the  exotic  Bischnf,  and  betook  themselves  to  the  indigenous 
Opsiender ;  in  the  compound,  preposition  lor  preposition, 
and  verb  for  verb.  Tlie  great  Kelbrmer  did  not  in  his  \'er- 
sion,  take  the  kindred  German  indigenous  Aufsciier,  Onr- 
isec/-,  but  adhered  to  the  exotic  Bischojf.  lie,  however,  was 
cojisistent ;  for  when  he   came  to  the   passage,  where  the 
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Greek  JUpiscopons  occurs,  he  translated  it  by  the  plural 

I)i!^rlii>f]'en,  llh-robv  malvif.y:  the  \vlio;e  CoUei'-e  of  Ephcsiaii 
Kl'IfTs  Bishoj'S.  ilaJ  the  Enirii.'^h  bef^.i  itnilorni  in  their 
A'tTsion,  and  trarislated  the  Gr.'eic  E/'iycopos  tiironuhout, 
as  thoy  have  done  in  the  passau:o  alluded  to,  l)y  their  alike 
corresjiondcnt  indigenous  Ovcracer,  there  would  perhaps 
have  been  the  like  eilcct  as  with  ihc  Dutch,  not  even  a 
term,  or  name,  in  their  langua<re  lelt  for  EpiscovAt-v. 

IJefore  quitting  the  '?ubject,  chiefly  oceupying  the  last 
four  paragraphs,  1  would  mention  the  fact,  not  only  as  au- 
thority for  the  early,  and  doubtless  univer-sal,  use  of  the 
name  Sunday,  but  also  for  another  purpose,  which  will  be 
perceived  without  farther  intimation;  that  it  is  the  name 
by  wdiich  the  Emperor  Constantine  denotes  the  day,  in  his 
Edict,  enjoining  the  7-eIip:ioJis  observance  of  it.  The  llrst 
instance  of  the  interposition  or  agency  of  the  secular  sove- . 
reignty  ire  aid  of  tiie  kingdom  of  Christ.  It  is  a  maxim  ; 
and  to  repeat  it  in  the  Diction  of  the  highly  endowed  Gen- 
tile from  whom  I  borrow  it,  "  Omnia  mala  exempla  ex  bonis 
orla  sunt."  Not  unfrequently  vouched  by  Christian  Doc- 
tors ;  but  as  it  checks  project  and  innovation,  less  frequently 
heeded  hy  \h.cm.  It  maybe  translated,  "that  scarcely  an 
evil  example  or  eli'ect,  not  to  be  traced  to  good  or  sincere 
begirming."  The  names  o(  the  evil  effects  of  the  ))ious  zeal 
of  tlie  imperial  convert.  ITierarchij,  or  religious  c^iablish- 
merit;  and  tlie  thin::  signified,  found  even  at  the  present 
day,  throughout  the  whole  of  European  Christendom. 

1  pray  it  may  be  noticed  that  I  am  still  within  my  subject, 
JSarnes  ;  so  that  if  all  true,  then  all  right. 

t^ki[)per  Block  named  the  jN'orwalk  Islands,  Archiprln'j^n  ; 
Straljord,  or  the  Indian  llousate.nick.  River,  RovKMiKiujii'* 
liiver  ;  an  Island  in  the  Sound,  Valciie.v,  Falcon  or  Hawk, 
Islatui,  not  improbable  from  the  resort  of  the  Fish  Hank 
there,  corrupted  by  some  to  Faickners,  by  others,  to  Falk- 
land, Island.  The  Connecticut  he  named  the  VKKscnc,  Fresh, 
Uiver,  doubtless  as  to  be  distinguished  Irom  tlie  south  and 
north  rivers,  in  sooner  meeting  with  fresh  water  on  enter- 
ing it  from  the  sea. 

The  Dutch  built  a  Fort  on  the  Flat,  the  western  bank  of 
it.  now  the  city  of  Hartford,  for  the  protection  of  their 
trnde  with  the  Indians,  and  called  the  Fort,  at  times,  the 
IIuvs,  the  trading  house,  van  gokuf.  hote,  of  good  ho/n\  .lo- 
nAXNi:s  Di-;  L\  r^IosTAGNE.  of  the  council  of  Xew  A'cliier- 
iand,  antl  Doctor  of  ^ledicine,  was  the  Governor :  Trum- 
bull, the  iiistoriographer  of  Connecticut,  calls  him  Monsieur 
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Moniaguc;  iKft  surname  Monia^rue,  appertaining  to  an  an- 
cient at:(l  noble  family  Jn  E}.;ilan(i  ;  lie  says,  the  Dutch 
called  the  I'crt  the  IIirse  of  Uood  Hope  ;  if  the  word  was 
ever  in  tiieir  lan^^uage,  it  has  since  become  ob.solete  ;  he 
also  says,  "  the  Indians  had  no  set  meals,  but,  like  oilier 
wild  c;-eatures,  als  when  they  were  hungry,  and  could  find 
any  thing  to  satisfy  the  cra^-ings  of  nature,  and  dressed 
their  corn  witli  a  clam-.shelL  vr  with  a  stick  made  flat  and 
sharp  at  one  end,  and  that  the  Dutch*  were  always  wtru^ 
ders,  and  had  no  right  to  any  part  of  this  country."  Tlie 
rule  of  the  ,<:ood  nature  of  criticism  is,  "  that  where  much 
splendor  in  the  jjages.  not  to  suJi<?r  ourselves  to  be  offended 
at  a  fi^w  {!ij€cks  ;  ai  d  it  is  to  be  lioped,  the  historian  would 
have  forborne  Iron:  so  angrily  a////;?  «■  7ia7/ies,hvid  he  known 
of  the  very  friend!)'  mention  his  biother  of  Aew  Aether- 
land  makes  of  hio  cotuitrymen.  The  indiscretion  of  at- 
temi)ting  ilie  history  of  this  country,  not  well  read  in  the 
Dutch  !  Van  Der  Donck,  spealdng  of  the  Puau-kix,  expresses 
liimaclf,  "  It  grows  here  with  little  or  no  labor,  and  need 
not  yield  to  the  -ipplt  for  sweetness,  so  that  the  English, 
who  generally  love  whatever  tastes  siceet,  use  it  in  their 
Pies." 

1  knew  one  of  llie  same  name  witli  the  Governor;  John 
De  La  jNIontagne,  ordinarily  pronounced  Jan  IMontagne, 
sexton  of  the  old  Dutch  Church  in  Garden-street,  '-the 
street  adjoining  the  garden  of  Alderman  Jphannes  Kip," 
built  in  1002;  the  grant  tor  the  ground  from  the  Corj)ora- 
tion  of  the  city  the  ])receding  year,  and  '"the  Common 
Council  resolving  itself  into  a  grand  committee  to  attend 
to  the  surveying  and  laying  it  out ;"  taken  down  in  1810, 
and  the  present  one  built  on  the  same  site.  .1  saw  him  at 
the  house  of  my  parents  r  I,  in  my  earliest  youth  ;  he  aj)- 
proaching  to  lourscore.  He  was  on  his  round  to  collect 
the  Dumimk's  Gklt,  the  minister  s  salary;,  for  the  Dutch  al- 
ways took  care  the  stipend  to  the  minister  should  he  com- 
petent, that  so  he  never  might  be  straitened  'Mo  desire  a 
gilt."  lie  told  me  his  father  aisd  grandfather  before  him, 
the  latter  probably  the  same  as  mentioned  in  the  llecords, 
1649,  "Jan  da  la  JMontagne,  schoolmaster,  Mith  250  guild- 
eio  salary,"  liad  been  the  sexton  of  the  congregation,  so  that, 
as  I  have  it  front  the  relation  of  others,  the  .successive  in- 
cumbents havinir  l)ecn  as  well  of  the  same  .CluJstinn  as 
surname,  the  name  had  as  it  were  become  the  name  of  the 
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oHlcc,  like  Dex  Kevser,  the  Cccscr,  the  Emph-or,  and  n.c- 
cor(lini;ly  \\\\en  the    Englisli,  having:  hwWi  a  church,  had 
also  a  sexton,  tho  Dutch  children,  and  not  impossible  some 
adults,  called  him  pe  E.NraxsuE  Jan-  IMontagxe,  the  English 
John  Montii^nc.     lie  told  me  his  grandfatlun-  \vns  the  s(>x. 
ton  when  tlie  church  was  within  the  Ibi-t,  and  which,  from 
tiic  inscription  in  Dutch,  on  a  marble,  doubtless  placed  in 
front  of  it,  found  buried  in  the  earth,  and  then  removed  to 
the  ))elfry  of  the  church  in  Garden-street,  when  the   fort 
was  taken  dowm,  a  fe^v  years  since,  apj)cars  to  hr>v(>.  1)(  en 
built  as  early  as  1G4'3.     The  site  of  the   first  church,  the 
Late  church  in  Garden-street,  considered  oh  the  third  In  suc- 
cession, perhaps  not  to  be  now  farther  ascertained  th;m  as 
a  piece  of  ground  referred  to  in  1009,  '-as  belonging  to  the 
Dutch  comzrc^ation"  and  in  1715,  "  as  once  called  the  0(iir, 
Kerck,  old  Church,  and  afterwards  the  house  of  Allard 
Anthony,  and  lying  between  Ciistom-liouse-streetr  the  por- 
tion of  J'earl-street  between  AVhitc-hall  and  Broad-street,  ' 
"  and   Bridge-street,   and   fronting   on    Broad-street."     lie 
further  toM  me  that  when,  on  the  surrender  of  the  town  to 
the  English,  they  took  the  church  for  a  ])art  of  the  day,  his 
grandfather  still   oliiciated.     An  instance  of  siiiirular  libe- 
rality !  lie,  a  son  of  the  church  of  Holland,  "still  keejiing 
the  door  of  the  temple,"  when  the  service  within  it  accord- 
ing to 'tiie  ritual  of  the   church  of  England  !  Perhaps  he 
thought,  there  being  no  difference  betv.eeu  the  conlesviou- 
als  of  the  two  churches,  the  ritual  ouglit  to  make  none  ; 
nay,  were  it  supposed,  merely  however  for  the  sake  of  the 
supposition,  because,  as  applied  to  him  personally,  not  to 
be    imagined  possible,   that    both  confessional  and  ritual 
were  to  him  m-attei's  of  indillercncc  ;  still  it  may  be  a  ([ucs- 
tion,  whether  his  liberality  would  not  be  left  the  same  '.   it 
being  now  ascertained,  what  has  been  long  suspected,  that 
boasted  UhcraUfy,  in  matters  of  religion,  and  utter  indiffer- 
ence about  them,  the  one  easily  made  to  resolve  itself  into 
the  other. 

On  the  death  of  my  cotemporar}-,  the  consistory  gave  I'lC 
ofiice  to  his  son,  who  enjoyed  it  till  the  dis])ersion  of  t!ie 
congregation,  on  the  invasion  of  the  city  in  177G  ; — an  oi- 
fice — that  it  vras  in  the  church,  suliicient,  accordiiiL^  to  the 
notion  of  the  day,  to  make  it  respectable  ;  that  tlie  riiiohi- 
mcnt,  sparing  as  it  was,  came  sensibly  in  aid  to  th<'  su-- 
tcntatiou  of  the  family,  suliicient  to  make  it  Iucraii\e  :  boili 
sutllcient  to  make  it  ch'sirable,  and  conKe([utiilly  to  in\itc 
competition  ;  in  th.e  gilt,  and  held  at  the  ]deasuii%  ol"  a  body, 


ent 


.>?10K^W  Ry.o^/Jfl 


'     \.'oV 


101  *  Benson's  mkmoir.  -        J^-*'*' 

themselves  fluctuating,  one  half  going  out  yearly  by  rota- 
tion; and  we  here  sec  it  passing,  as  an  inlicritancc  Irom 
fath'^r  to  son,  for  four  generations,  and  for  a  prriod,  little 
sliort,  if  any  thing,  of  a  century  and  a  half.  "SYhat  an  in- 
ducement to  the  father  to  due  demeanor  in  it,  "  the  hope  of 
the  recompense,"  that  after  him  it  Avould  be  bestowed  on 
his  son  !  What  encouragement  to  the  son,  the  hope  of  the 
gift,  to  render  himself  deserving  of  it !  What  proof  of  char- 
acter in  those  who  have  gone  before  us  !*  How  stable  ! 
how  constant !  "how  changed  are  we  from  them  !"  Scarce 
an  election,  -and  a  change,  not  at  least  meditated :  and, 
should  we  continue  thus,  '"variable  and  mutable,"  it  is  to 
be  api)rehcnded  the  time  may  come,  when  our  beautiful 
and  si>acious  City  Hall  of  iiiurhle,  including  the  piers  be- 
twet-n  the  windows  in  the  snug  cupola  of  zcood  on  the  top 
of  it;  nay,  taking  in  the  old  Bridewell,  left  to  stand  as  a 
win::  to  it ;  lurther  still,  expand  it,  so  as  to  cover  the  neat 
grassj^Iot  in  front  of  it,  if  it  were  not  a  pity  to  spoil  it,f  and 
especially  enclosed  as  it  is  with  pales  of  a  duo  height,  like 
the  dcu^c  iron  work  in  Iront  of  !St.  Paul's,  to  hide  the  bose 
of  the  building,  the  whole  will  not  furnish  wall  for  the  por- 
traits of  all  and  singular  our  succes.-^ive  governors  and 
mayors. 

In  addition  to  the  probability  from  the  circumstance  just 
mentioned,  that  the  name  of  the  person  was  conceived  to 
be  the  name  of  the  office,  my  cotemporary  having  called 
his  eldest  son  John,  I  infer,  it  was  al.-^o  his  father's  name, 
and  it  f'cing  his  own  name,  I  in  like  manner  infer  it  was 
the  name  of  his  grandfather;  so  that  the  family  appears  to 
have  been,  from  as  far  back  as  we  can  trace  it,  constantly 
and  didy  mindtul  of  the  duty  of  respect,  and,  as  it  would 
seem,  in  the  opinion  of  some,  a  respect  allied  to  piety,  in  a 
son  to  call  his  son  after  his  own  lather.  Lest,  however,  I 
should  be  conceived  as  laying  down  this  duty  as  of  uni- 
versal obli:ration,  it  has  appeared  to  me  proper  to  state  a 
few  casi's,  and  from  which  it  may  easily  l)e  reasoned  to 
others,  where  I  thitdc  it  may  be  dispensed  with. 

A  father  and  a  son — the  son  the  first  of  the  family  ever 
rich  ;  his  coach  at  the  door,  and  his  plate  on  the  sideboard, 
and,  as  a  thing  of  course,  arms  on  both.  His  riches ;  en- 
titled •' to  call  them  his  own,  he  made  them  himself;*'  his 
coach  and  his  plate,  no  one  entitled  to  grudge  him  them  ; 
but  the  arms,  the  horroiccd  plione,  always  more  than  half 

»  See  Note  IX.  •  t  See  Note  X. 
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spoils  all ;  even  granllng  th'^  faniily  <U  ducccl  from  the  croi- 
siydfs,  and.  with  a,  its  gcrjiiliiy  iv'wv  it^trrruptcd,  not  an 
instance  of  scrvjie  occupation  in  tlit  si>oio  line  of  descent, 
and  so  the  plumage  not  assumed,  .-^liil-  ii:  a  conniiunity  with 
our  institutions — a  featlier.  The  fatiun-,  a  mechanic  of  the 
humblest  order,  a  son  cf  St.  Crispin,  alike  ready  to  serve  a 
customer,  whether  to  mend  or  make,  and  so  never  above 
his  business,  and  so  oil  sc;jse;  in  morak-^  f?//  icciiJi,  and  so.  if 
I  may  be  permitted  in  a  pi(nj  on  the  word,  and  in  an  allu- 
sion to  his  vocation,  "no  rest  or  n  sidue  of  him  leaf  her."' 
Here  an  exempt  ion  arises  by  mere  force  of  elevation  of 
condition;  it  has  been  givei;  to  the  son  to  become  rich  ;  the 
father  is  left  poor. 

A  name,  abstracred  from  the  sole  and  simple  use  of  it, 
the  surname  to  distinjiuish  between  families,  the  Christian 
name  between  individuals  of  the  same  family  or  of  the 
same  surname,  "  is  a  sound,  and  no  more  ;"  yet  as  the 
sound  may  happen  to  be,  so  it  mny  be  decisive  against 
taking  it  as  a  name  ;  and  which  famishes  another  case  of 
exemption. 

To  illustrate  by  the  case  already  stated.  Let  us  suppose 
the  son  disposed  to  honor  his  father,  and  to  that  end  to 
Woive  his  exemption  ;  but  at  the  same  lime  let  the  name  of 
the  father,  instead  of  Eugcnio,  or  any  other  n'hme  of  that 
stamp,  be  supposed  to  be  some  old-fasliion,  or,  which  comes 
to  the  same  thing,  some  Old-Tcstamcnt,  name ;  take  one  of 
the  lesser  prophets,  say  Ilabakkuh,  tin;  name  given  to  the  fa- 
ther, by  his  father,  in  his  day  somewhat  inclined  to  Puritan- 
ism ;  now  the  trying  question  presents  itself;  can  a  father 
ever  be  held  to  call  a  son  after  a  grandtather  with  such  a 
name?  I  answer  this  question  by  askin;;;  another  which  an- 
swers itself;  can  a  lady  be  held  to  call  a  daughter  Bridi^et, 
after  her  mother,  the  name  given  lo  her  by  her  mother, 
great  grandmother  to  Miss  to  be  named,  she  having  been 
at  the  time  a  cook-maid? 

Where  the  brothers  are  numerous,  another  case. 

Here  the  exemption  arises  from  the  necessity  of  th.e 
thing  itself,  as  will  be  perceived. 

So  in  the  habit  of  calling  the  first  name  the  Christian 
name,  I  c:mnot  forbear  from  it,  even  when  referring  to  a 
Jeic-caf^e  for  illustration. 

If  every  of  the  sons  of  the  Patriarch  had  called  a  son 
after  their  common  father,  a  moiety  of  the  Hebrew  alpha- 
bet must  have  been  impressed   into  the  service  to  disiin- 
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gui.'ili  between  the  twelve  y:raii(Json.s  of  the  same  Christian 
name;  and  if  tlie  sons  of  these  grandsons  had  also  each 
called  a  son  after  his  failier,  and  the  like  repeated  ioties 
quolies  as  often  as  an  every  otlicr  generation  came  into  esse, 
into  existence,  it  would  require  the  powers  of  a  Franklin 
to  calculate  the  number  of  Jacobs  among  the  tribes  at  the 
time  of  David's  census. 

I  have  selected  Franklin   as  the  calculator  for  a  reason 
arising  from  the  following  ['-M-i.* 

By  his  la-t  will  and  testament,  made  in  tlie  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  eighty-eight,  and  in  the 
eighty-second  of  his  own  age.  or  rathtu-  by  a  codicil  thereto, 
showing  it  was  on  the  more  mature  deliberation,  and  that 
he  was  still  not  '"  witliout  counsel"  in  himself,  and  now  ap- 
pearing in  the  same  volume!  uitli  his  life,  written  by  him- 
self, doubtless  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  were  to  come 
after  him,  he  bequeaths  to  liis  country  "  ei  political  ojiinion^ 
that  in  a  dtmacrnlical  state  there  ought  to  be  no  ofliees  of 
profit"  than  which  certainly  nothing  can  be  conceived  more 
salutary  in  theory,  but,  considering  the  weakness  of  our 
frame,  nothing  perhaps  less  to  be  hoped  for  in  practice. 
lie  then,  as  it  were  to  set  the  example  in  himself,  proceeds 
to  give  to  the  town  of  Boston,  in  return  for  having  given 
him  birth,  '•<jne  thousand  jxjunds  sterling,  ])art  of  an  un- 
drawn salary,  as  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
to  be  let  upon  interest,  at  five  per  cent,  per  annum,  to  such 
young  maii'ied  artificers,  under  the  age  of  twenty-live 
years,  as  sh.ill  have  served  an  apprenticeship  in  the  town, 
and  faiihililly  fullilled  the  duties  required  in  their  inden- 
tures, so  as  to  obtain  a  good  moral  character  from  at  least 
two  ri'spectal»le  citizens,  who  arc  willing  to  become  sure- 
ties in  the  bond  with  the  aj)pl. cants  for  the.  repayment  of 
the  money  so  lent,  with  interest ;"  but  it  occurring  to  him, 
at  least  so  it  i^  t(j  be  presumed,  that  an  apprentice  serving 
his  appreiiiieeship  ///o/Ytfq-/////,  Ihithfully  ;  studious  and  anx- 
ious for  his  master's  interest  as  if  his  own  ;  his  master  not 
wholly  fn-.e  J'r(nn  ])elit,  hims(df  not  wholly  at  Ease;  would 
probaldy  eomi"  to  thiidc  it  the.  Ix'ltcr  course  for  persons  cntcrins: 
into  life,  insfraJ  uf  iastanlhj  betaking  tJumselees  to  dorrow- 
iNo/or  means  in  aid  of  their  business,  to  irait  for  them  till 
acquired  r.v  Tjr.iR  owy  Erroirrs ;  and  it  thence  occurring  to 
him  further,  that  ihe  description  in  the  bequest  duly  ad- 
hered  to,  and  at  the   same  time  depending  on  the  town  of 
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Boston  alone,  tliere  would  be  a  hazard  of  a  failure  of  a 
suiriciency  of  borrowers  to  employ  the  wbo!<''  capital,  and 
with  it  a  failure  of  liis  own  calculation  ol  the  actual  in- 
crease of  it,  he  liad  the  precaution  to  provide.  "  that  should 
there  in  time  be  more  than  the  occasion  in  ix>:on  may  re- 
quire, the  other  towns  in  the  State  to  have  it  :  and  the  prin- 
cipal and  interest  paid,  to  be  again  let  out  to  iVesh  borrow- 
ers, and  which  he  calculated  would,  in  one  hi;:u!red  years, 
be  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  pounds,  ot  which  the 
town  were,  in  their  discretion,  to  lay  out  one  lit'.ndred  thou- 
sand pounds  in  public  works,  the  remainii'.i:  tlnrty-one 
thousand  pounds  to  be  continued  to  be  laid  out  at  interest 
in  the  manner  above  directed,  for  one  hundred  years,  when 
he  calculated  the  si;m  would  be  four  millions  and  sixty-one 
thousand  pounds  sterling  ;  one  million  and  sixty-one  thou- 
sand pounds  to  be  disposed  of  by  the  town,  and  the  remain- 
ing three  nuilions  by  the  guvernmenl  of  the  State,  not  pre- 
suming to  carry  his  views  farther," — and  no  wonder — to 
have  gone  on  with  the  accumulation  for  another  cycle  of 
two  hundred  years,  and  all  intermediate  contingencies  duly 
guarded  against,  would  certainly  have  been  a  most  unrea- 
sonable draft  on  human  providency.  It  may  be  a  question, 
whether  a  testamentary  disposition  of  this  "kind  would  not 
now  with  us  be  adjudged  void,  as  within  the  prohibition 
intend(^d  by  our  statute,  generally  known  as  the  restrain- 
ing act*  making  it  unlawful  for  persons,  withoiu  an  incor- 
poration, to  the  effect  of  a  license,  from  the  legislature,  to 
lend  monies,  the  sum  generally  not  large,  so  as  to  keep 
themselves  always  in  condition  to  accommodate  others  ;  the 
lenders  furnishing  the  borrowers  with  their  own  notes  as 
the  currency,  in  the  place  of  coin;  a.  promissory  note  with 
an  endorser  the  security  ;  a  day  of  payment  expressed,  and 
in  no  instonee  exceedinir  ninety  days,  yet  th(>  note  under- 
stood tu  be  renewed  Jrom  time  to  time,  the  interest  accrued 
to  be  jiaid  at  each  renewal,  and  the  principal  not  to  be 
called  for  unless  on  a  previous  convenient  notice;  and  to 
receive  monies  as  dt']>ositcd  i'or  safe  keepini:- ;  or  in  fewer 
words,  simp/i/  to  follow  the  business  of  ban/.i/i<:.  as  under- 
stood among  us :  the  good  to  arise  to  the  puh/ir,  to  prevent 
an  undue  muUiplicarinn  of  banks,  and  a  further  benelit, 
sinc(>  discovered,  a  ri'lief.  as  far  as  it  goes,  from  the  burden 
of  taxes,  payment  into  tlie  treasury  of  a  sum,  the  price  oi 
the   license. 

V.  w.      ,        .  .-        'See  Note  XII.  ■       ■ 
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r might  here  enl'd-nW'  on  several  particulars.  I  will,  how- 
ever  only,  a.no  bri'r'iy,  mei;(ion  a  few  of  them. 

Calling  a  chil'i   alter  a  iHead   not  yet  deceased the  in- 

cojivenience,  !Xr.  il  somethnes  hapoens  the  best  iVicnds  part 
before  death  pnrLi  them, 

To  show  our  /<-al  for  the  party,  callina:  a  son  after  a  dis- 
tinguished lea'J.T  in  it;  a  sin-ilaV  inconvenience,  should  the 
father  or  godfather  lind  it  more  conv-enient  to  change  his 
party  ;  in  either  Ccise,  the  name  always  a  Ihinc^  in  the  ivoy. 

"  Folio svinj,'  {.'■rrnt  names,*'  in  iiamino-  a  son— the  greater 
the  name,  the  more  sad,  should  he  prove  "  the  heaviness  of 
his  mother."  1  lie  man  of  wisdom  has  selected  the  mother 
as  the  dcpositr;ry  of  the  pride,  and  so,  in  great  measure,  of 
the  principle,  \\\io\-y  of  the  sensibility,  of  the  familv. 

Double,  trebh-,  quadruple  names,  and  so  on,  for  I  find  no 
limit  prescribed  hy  lashion,  law  laid  out  of  the  question,  as 
"of  no  avail  if  unfashiojiable  to  ob.<erve  it,"  to  the  number 
of  names  ;  it  niii>t  doubtless  be  still  understood,  they  are 
not  to  be  mojc  nu'nerous  than  can  couvenientlv  be  retained 
in  the  recollection,  nor  too  much  time  lost  in  repeating 
them  all ;  for  if  some  are  never  to  be  repeated,  but  ever  to 
be  left  mute,  then,  for  aught  appearing,  they  might  as  well 
have  been  left  oijt  at  first ;  at  the  same  time,  where  several 
expecting  the  c<.-n)p]iment,  and  we  wishing  always  to  please 
all,  and  of  coursi;  v.ery  careful  never  to  of  end  any  ;  a  dispo- 
sition, if  we  find  it  in  us.  certainly  to  be  cherished  ;  there, 
to  be  safe  a^^•liIlst  the  disappointment,  a  failure  of  the  re- 
quisite successive.'  christenings,  to  take"  a  number  of  the 
names  at  one-,  fMight  perhaps  to  be  considered  onlv  as  a 
branch  of  thai  economy  of  opportunity  usually  intended  by 
Jdllin^  tiro-hinh  irith  one  stone. 

:\Iaking  suri):nnes  do  duty  also  as  Christian  names,  and 
cnouirh  of  the  latter  on  the  <:round,  and,  so  far  l>om  askine- 
the  relief,  entitl.d  to  complain  of  beins:  injured  in  rank  or 
precedence;  and  none  being  discernible 'for  it,  either  as 
founded  in  t.i-ir  or  utility,  or  in  any  thing  else,  it  is  to  be 
viewed  as  anion'j-  the  num})erless  'instances  of  arbitrarv 
exercise  of  pow.r,  where  "the  will  is  to  sudice  for  the  rea- 
son ;"  and  it  w.tc  to  be  wished  that  some,  chargeable  with 
it,  would  mak<!  the  case  their  own  ;  they  know  how  they 
have  felt  at  tiiurs  at  seeing  o^Aer.-?  raised  to  a  level  with  them- 
selves. 

Naming  counties,  towns,  villages,  streets,  forts,  and  so 
forth,  after  the  h.  iocs  and  other" worthies  of  our  land,  by 
formal  public   authority,  a  sort  of  legislative  moiumient. 
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which  has  this  to  recommend  it  to  republican  economy,  tliat 
it  comes  cheap,  so  that  if  on  a  jii>t  estimate  of  the  name  and 
fame,  at  a  future  day,  ii  .should  be  found  not  to  haA'e  been 
worth  preserving,  tliere  will  bo  little,  if  any  tiling,  t6  be  re- 
gretted as  having  been  t/iroicn  away ;  and  the  late  fate  of 
the  name  of  a  street,  and  where,  the  worth  great  and  un- 
questionable, shov/s  it  even  at  best  precarious.  The  vestry 
of  Trinity  church,  however,  need  not  want  a  name  for  their 
venerable  churchwarden.  Colonel  Joseph  Robinson,  and 
Fork  Place,  at  the  same  time,  \cii  undisturbed  ;  they  have 
only  to  ])etition  the  Common  Council  for  leave  to  resume 
their  original  name  for  Rector-Street,  before  laying  out  their 
grounds  on  Broadway,  Robinsox-Street.  A  monument*  to 
come  cheap  /  as  cheap  as  where  the  money  for  one  of  mar- 
ble or  bronze,  whether  furnished  from  tlie  public  treasury, 
or  contributed  from  the  private  purses  of  individuals,  being 
grudged  as  an  improvident  expenditure,  is  raised  hy  icay  of 
lottery,  it  costs  nothing.  "There,  my  lord,"  said  the  pious 
and  loyal  Jebusite  to  his  prince,  *'  is  the  threshing  floor  to 
build  an  altar,  there  the  oxen  for  burnt  sacrifice  and  the 
threshing  instruments  for  wood,  and  wheat  for  the  meat 
offering,  take  them  to  thee  and  offer,  I  g-/i'e  them  all :" — 
"Najv'  replied  the  man  who  slew  a  giant^  ''I  will  not  take 
for  the  Lord  that  which  is  thine  ;  I  will  Inaj  them  of  thee 
at  the  full  price  ;  I  will  not  ofer  of  that  which  doth  cost  nic 
nothing." 

Let  this  suffice  under  this  head  of  discourse,  since  the 
whole  may  be  considered  as  resolving  itself  into  this  as  a 
general  conclusion,  that  inasmuch  as  in  the  most  simple 
preparation  of  one  of  the  most  simple  articles  of  our  food, 
roasting  an  egg,  it  is  true  to  a  proverb,  there  is  to  be  reason, 
much  more  ought  there  to  be  reason  in  givirig  a,  name. 

Now  to  attend  again  to  Skipper  Block,  in  his  cruise  of 
discovery. 

He  called  an  island  in  the  sound  Yisscher's  Island,  Fish- 
er's Island,  and  the  eastern  point  of  Long  Island,  Yisscher's 
HoECK,  Fisher  s  Point.  A  map  of  A^ew  i\ethei>}and,  scarcely 
more  than  a  tolerable  diagram  of  it,  but  being  as  early  as 
1042,  probably  the  first,  was  by  a  person  of  the  name  of 
YisscHER.  Plum  Islands,  the  name  he  gave  them,  translated. 
Block  Island,  the  skipper's  own  name!  I  trust  it  did  not 
proceed  from  himsell :  it  would  give  me  regret  he  :^hould 
be  found  among  those,  '-who  tliinking  their  dwelling  ))laces 

*  See  Note  XIII. 
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are  to  continue  to  all  2:'- Derations,  call  their  lands  Fci'tpv  tJieir 
own  names."  The  nf-2t  i-land  eastward,  he  called  iMartix 
Wynhaard's  Island,  Martin  Vincynrd's  Island,  corrupted  to 
Martha's  Vineyard.  An  island  in  Penobscot  Bay,  and 
Cape  Ann,  called  by  the  same  name,  the  latter  Wvk- 
gaard'a  Hoeck,  Vineyard'^  Point.  The  island  in  the  sound 
is,  in  the  grant  Irom  King  Charles  to  the  Duke  of  York, 
and  in  the  conlirmation-i  lor  it,  and  in  those  for  the  adjacent 
islands,  where  referred  to,  called  the  island  of  Martin's 
Vineyard.  Whoever  the  person  intended  was.  he  must  have 
been  distinguished  for  iiis  station,  or  skill,  or  enterprise. 
Stith,  of  Virginia,  says  that  "Gosnold,  in  the  summer  of 
1602,  among  other  j.iaces  on  the  coast,  visited  MartJias 
Vineyard,  and  finding  plenty  of  strawberries,  raspberries, 
and  divers  other  fruit,  \u  bloom,  he  therefore  called  it  ]Mar- 
tha's  Vineyard."''  Had  the  historian  himself  visited  the 
island,  he  would  have  b'-en  satisfied  //7«7/«/72e55  coifid  never 
have  suggested  the  narnc  tor  it.  AVe  have  already  noticed 
specimens  of  this  kind  of  etymolotrical  dialectic  :  the  name 
of  (he  island  Barren  IrJand,  the  soil  barren,  hence  the  name; 
Coney,  the  same  with  liabbit,  the  name  of  the  island  Coney 
Island ;  it  must  have  taken  its  name  from  the  animal,  and 
hence  once  in  numbf  r:s  on  it;  because  the  island  called 
Vincyard,it  abounded  in  fruit.-  It  is  only  requested  to  bear 
in  mind  for  the  present,  Martler's  Rock,  and  the  Fly-Market. 
A  family  in  Albany,  and  from  the  earliest  time,  of  the 
name  of  Wyxgaard.  The  last,  in  the  male  line,  Lvcas 
Wyngaard,  died  about  sixty  years  ago,  never  married,  and 
leaving  estate — the  invitation  to  his  funeral  very  general — 
those  who  attended  returned  after  the  interment,  as  was 
the  usage,  to  the  house  of  the  deceased  at  the  close  pf  the 
one  day,  and  a  number  never  left  it  until  the  dawn  of  the 
next,  in  the  course  of  the  night  a  pipe  of  wine,  stored  in 
the  cellar  for  some  years  before  for  the  occasion,  drank ; 
dozens  of  papers  of  tobacco  consumed  ;  grosses  of  pipes 
broken ;  scarce  a  whole  decanter  or  glass  left ;  and,  to  crown 
it,  the  pall-b^arers  madt;  a  bonfire  of  their  scarves  on  the 
hearth — bordering  on  barbarism  !  not  to  be  denied.  We 
arc  more  temperate,  wholly  free  from  excess  and  riot — ad- 
mitted. The  causes  of  this  improvement  in  manners  ? — one 
will  be  intimated.  L»rt  not  the  severe  among  us  roil  too 
severely  at  the  youn^  lady's  tea  i)arty,  and  the  cotillion  on 

[*  See  Archer's  Af-count  of  Gosnold's  Voyage,  rc-printed  from  Purchas,  III. 
Mass.  Hist.  Coll.  viii.  75.]  .,.,... 
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the  carpet  to  Jicr  vir'.no.  We  are  improved  in  maTiners— 
true,  and  so  Ini- :o  oni- cn-dit ;  bnt  if?  (here  more  of  07-<7e/- 
among- us,  each  one  hvowinc^  'hia  rdarc  f  more  of  drfcrence 
to  superiors:  and  sujnriors  more  lejrardf'ul  of  .s-^/Z/on/  more 
of  love  o'i  coniitry.  and  less  of  p-^ofess-on  of  it  ?  more  of 
courage,  and  less  vmm-  of  hi  more  of  the  spirit  of  freemen, 
and  so  more  of  disdain  of  unworthy  svJimission  to  tJte  vill 
of  another?  more  soludtoua  for  cstimafio7i,  and  so  more  so- 
licitous to  merit,  it  /  more  of  truth,  its  m.odes,  candor,  .<?/«- 
ccrity,  fidelity  f  inquire  of  the  Nestors  who  have  lived  both 
ages. 

To  the  larsest  of  the  Elizahcth  Islands,  Block  gave  the 
name  of  tlie  Texei,,  to  NautiirJief  the  name  of  Vlielanut. 
Extract  from  the  voyage  of  Hudson  as  found  in  De  L.iet. 
*'  They  made  the  land  again  in  41  deg.  43  minutes  of  north 
latitude,  and  supposed  it  to  be  an  island,  and  gave  it  the 
name  of  Nieuv.'e  Hollandt,  Nev:  Holland,  but  afterwards 
found  it  was  'Cape  Cod."  Tlie  Dutch  notwithstanding  af- 
terwards distimruished  Jt  as  Staatex  Hoecic,  State's  Point ; 
and  also  by  its  French  name,  Cape  Blanc,  translated  WrrTE 
IIoECK,  White  Foivi. 

The  Dutch  name  for  our  city  was  Nieuwe  Amsterdam; 
to  the  tract,  the  plantations  on  the  North  river  lor  about 
four  miles,  they  gave  the  name  of  Bloemen'd  Dae,  syl bible 
for  syllabic,  Bloominc!:  Dale.  There  were  two  other  seats 
on  the  island,  probably  not  far  distant  from  the  town,  and 
distinguislied  as  Dats  Dales — A^reden-dal,  Feace-dale,  the 
property  of  Dr.  De  La  JNIontagnc,  and  Zege.v-dal,  Blcssinij^- 
dale,  the  proprietor  not  mentioned ;  hence  the  conjecture 
not  remote,  that  Bloemln'd  Dal,  however  at  first  the  name 
of  an  individual  seat,  soon  served  to  denote  the  whole 
neighborhood  of  farms  there,  collectively. 

The  creek,  the  water  between  the  north  end  of  the  island 
and  the  West-Chester  shore,  they  called  Srvr  den  Duyvel 
Kill,  literally,  in  spite  of  the  Devil  Creek;  a  ford  there  be- 
fore Kingsbridge  built,  and  the  spot  distinguished  as  the 
FoxTEYN,  the  Springs. 

The  northern  cho[)  of  the  entrance  from  the  Baj/  into 
the  Kills,  retains  its  Dutch  name  Koxstabel's  IIoeck,  Con- 
stable's Hook;  its  Indian,  Nipnichsen.  Co:>lmi;mpa,  is  In- 
dian; Paulus  IIoeck,  a  person  by  the  name  of  rAii-u-s 
SciiRicK,  and  of  note  in  the  colony,  described  in  a  very 
early  grant  for  lands  in  tliis  city,  as  of  the  "Town  of  Bergen, 
in  New  Jersey;"  Pa\onl\,  a  name  given  by  the  Dutch  to 
the  ground,  the  tront  or  shore  of  it  on  the  river  still  passing 
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'  by  its  Indian  name  Aliasimus ;  it  was  reserved  by  the 
Dutch  West  India  Company  as  a  peculiar  demesne,  the 
pnr|iose  not  Jaiown;,  Houokkx,  a  Diiteh  name,  Ilarme  Van 
lloboken,  clfilc  of  the  church,  1G50  ;  TIV/zcwA-,  is  Indian ; 
Jcncker's  Kill,  Yonkers  Creek :  Joncker  from  Jonge  Herr, 
the  young  Lord,  the  appellation  once  for  the  heir  of  the 
family  after  come  to  the  age  of  maturity ;  none  perhaps 
.„,  nearer  to  it  tlian   Bachelor,  and  in  instances,  the  person. 

j;-,  although  afterv/ards  married,  continued  to  be  known  by  it 

during  his  lile  :  the  historian  himself,  the  grantee  in  a  grant, 
1C4S,  by  the   name  of  Joxcker  Van  Df.r  Uonck  ;  Balthazer 
De  A'osch,  a  party  in   a  suit  ])y  the^  name  of  Joncker  De 
;:,  YoscH  :    the   name   of  the   Joncker,  the   proprietor  of    the 

j^.  creek,  now  Smc  Mill  creek,  Van  Der  Kee  ;  and  it  is  still  to 

;.<i  be  collected  from  documents,  as  not  being  improbable,  that 

iv        .    the  lands  granted  to  Van  Der   Donck,  and  perhaps  includ- 
ing the  island  of  the  Indian  name  of  Papnriminon,  the 
\\  northern  shoie  at  Ivingsbridge,  were  the  neighborhood  call- 

it  ed  the  lnn;r  ^'onckers  as  to  be  distinguished  from  the  other 

!■  Yonekers,    tlie  lands  of  A^an  Der   Kee   on  the    Saw-mill 

v.  Creek  ;  Tapi-aanse  Zee,  from  the  name  of  the  tribe  of  In- 

V  dians  inhabiting  the  western  shore ;  the  country  there, and  to 

u  some  extent,  denoted,  in  Visscher's  map  as  the  colonie  of  a 

,  person  of  tlie  name  of  Nederhoest  ;  of  not  equal  enterprise, 

'  as  has   aj)])eared,  with  Killfan  A'an  Rensselaer,  '"  a  most 

;•  zealous   promoter,"   says   A'^an   Der    Donck,   ''and    hearty 

friend,  of  New  Netheriand,  always  to  his  death."  Pow- 
nall,  in  a  joui-nal  of  a  passage  from  Albany  to  New  York, 
in  HoS,  calls  it  Topang  Sea,  not  unlike  a  Chinese  name  ; 
the  ])oint  or  peninsula,  the  northern  chop  of  the  bay,  or  en- 
trance into  Croton  river,  the  Skip])crs  called  Sarah's  Point ; 
the  Indians  yave  it  to  ^Villiam  and  Sarah  Teller,  husband 
atid  wife,  and  she  sur\  ived  him ;  the  promontory  on  the  a^  est- 
ern  shore.  op])o.sitc  to  it,  VERDREirrGE  IIoeck,  Tedious  Point ; 
it  occiii)irs  such  a  space  on  the  shore,  that  in  a  calm  or  the 
wind  loul,  /I'li'j;  in  passing  it;  Haverstroo,  literally  oat 
straw,  the  name  of  the  tract  of  arable  land  immediately 
above  it ;  its  Indian  nanie  Ku?nochenack.  Storn/  Point  re- 
tains  its  Dutch  name  translated;  ihe  }]rilish  took  possession 
of  it,  and  IbiUlied  it,  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  ;  the  as- 
sault and  capliire  of  it  by  Wayne,  an  exploit,  for  gallantry 
and  success,  in  our  ollensive  warfare  on  the  land,  remain- 
ing to  be  c(pi;illc(l.  'J  he  Donder  BERcn,  and  on  the  east  side 
of  the  river  the  Kill  of  Jan  Peek,  retaining  their  Dutch 
names;  the  ptomonlory  just  above  Peek's  Kill,  i)rcsenting 
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ifself  on  turning  the  point  of  the  Bonder  Bergh,  they  called 

Antomk's  Xr.f.-,  corrupted  to  »SV///;/  Antho7ii/s  Nose. 

At  the  period  Avlien  the  opinion  began  tp  prevail  that  the 
ciilrndar  ouLdit  to  be  revised  and  reformed,  the  Dutch 
judued  it  prefera])le,  at  least  for  themselves,  to  make  one 
anew,  ami  to  take  their  own  time  for  it;  even  the  cases  of 
^aint  Peter  and  Saint  Paul,  favored  suitors  as  tliej'  are, 
and  untjucstionably  entitled  to  be,  are  still  sullered  to  lay 
over,  and,  to  preserve  the  question  entire,  they  are  p;uarded 
to  this  day  to  speak  of  them  only  as  plain  Peter  and  plain 
Paul.  In  every  instance  where  the  court  of  claims  have 
proceeded  to  a  definite  sentence,  they  have  uniiornnly  dis- 
missed the  petition.  Briefly  to  report  a  few  cases  as  speci- 
mens, the  decision  however  only  and  the  princijile  of  it, 
omitting,  as  not  called  for  by  the  occasion,  the  argumejits 
of  counsel. 

Patiick  of  Kirkpatrick  in  Scotland — he  emigrated  to 
Ireland  ;  the  reason  why  not  knpwn,  and  the  era  not  hav- 
ing come  down  to  us  as  one  peculiarly  of  reform  or  revo- 
lution in  government,  none  can  be  imagined  ;  that  it  was 
with  the  hope  a  consistory  could  be  Ibund  there  to  pass  liim 
with  less  scrutiny,  evidently  a  fivf^  by  the  native  at  the 
adopted  country.  If  objected,  that  the  word  not  allowed 
in  grave  discourse,  the  answer,  that  there  is  no  synonyme 
for  it  in  the  language,  and  no  periphrasis  without  employ- 
ing, at  least,  half  a  score  of  others,  and  then  perhaps,  as 
not  unusual,  falling  sliort  of  the  exact  sense. 

jMan,  from  his  very  condition,  can  have  only  one  native 
country  ;  it  can  never  be  said  of  him,  he  was  born  in  two 
countries;  if  Patrick  had  expressed  himself,  he  was  an 
Irishman  born  in  Scotland,  it  would  have  been  obviously  a 
blunder  ;  but  while  this  is  admitted  on  the  one  hand,  it 
ought  to  be  so  on  the  other,  that  the  objection  to  having  an 
adopted  country,  that  if  you  may  have  one,  you  may  have 
more,  and  as  many  more,  one  after  another,  as  may  suit ; 
as  many  wedlocks  as  ports  in  a  voyage  in  succession  to 
touch  at,  is  as  obviously  futile. 

The  Dutch  readily  acknowledged  the  merit  of  ridding  a 
conununity  of  reptiles,  and  so  far  the  petitioner  had  no  reason 
to  complain  that  justice  was  not  done  him  ;  still  th(M'c  was 
a  reason,  and  it  Avas  sufiicient,  which  must  forever  forbid 
tik-m  from  having  a  good-liking  to  him,  they  were  republi- 
cans, and  his  v(M-y  name,  Patrick,  a  direct  derivative  from 
the  Latiii  J'titricius.  siirnirying  noble  man  or  Aristocrat. 

George  of  Cai)padocia,  the  champion  Saint  of  the  English ; 
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althougri  the  ThA'-h  ''lad  iK^ver  read  Gibbon,  nor,  another 
great  historian"!  \^).o  -ifi'.i  ju.-^t  prccrdod  aim.,  and  if  they  had, 
it  would  not  hav:-  (-soaped  ihili-  srii^acity  that  both  were  to 
be  watched  whf-^i  v/rltinij  about  the  Saijits :  they  however 
had  the  fact  froj;i  another  quarter,  and  it  was  sufficient, 
that  George  exp'l'ed  their  favorite  Athanasius  from  his 
episcopal  throne  of  Alexandria,  and  usur])ed  it  himself;  foV 
although  liberal  irj  a  toleration  to  strangers,  for  the  sake  of 
trade,  stil',  as  arnonr',  themselves,  strenuous  for  the  necessity 
of  a  quicunque  rifU*  in  order,  as  they  would  express  them- 
selves, to  kri07V  V  hrre  to  find  a  man  ;  for  be  it  known,  that 
in  profess  one  vfiy  and  believe  another,  was  never  known 
among  the  Dui'-)i. 

Anthony  of  Iviypt ;  the  first  monk,  and  hence  to  be  sup- 
posed foremost  i:-  the  heresy  of  "  forbidding  to  marry," 
nothin^r  ever  to  l.-f-.  called  after  him. 

ISicJiohis  oi'  r.-«tara,  in  Lysia.  Here  something  like  an 
interlocutory  was  <,/:tered:  From  the  legend,  as  preserved 
by  the  learii'-d  J":.':iatius  of  Venice,  it  ap])eared  he  had  se- 
cretly put  in  at,  tlic  window  of  a  father,  so  '•  distressed  in 
estate,"  as  to  have  become  "atllicted  in  mind"  to  despera- 
tion, a  sum  expressed  to  be  "of  no  small  M-eight  in  gold," 
and  thereby  saved  him  from  bartering  his  three  daughters  to 
ruin  ;  it  was  further  offered  in  evidence,  "  that  he  was  de- 
scended from  rieh  [)arents,"  to  show  how  liis  heart  had  been 
preserved  to  liiin  ''  in  all  the  time  of  his  ivco/th ;"  the  fact 
being  well  kno\v;i,  tlie  counsel  against  the  petition,  to  save 
the  necessity  of  proof,  admitted  it,  and  its  pertinency  to  the 
inquiry;  the  cause  was  ordered  to  be  retained  for  further 
adi-isemciit,  a.n<i  in  the  meantime  the  petitioner  to  have 
leave  to  take  and  use  the  name  of  Sanctl's  Klaas  :  that  he 
be  deemed  so  far  tutelar,  as  that  his  anniversary,  it  being 
referred  to  the  jiroper  officer  of  the  court  to  ascertain  it,  be 
liCftt;  and  tlint,  (Ik-  children,  in  their  little  hymn  of  thanks, 
for  the  trood  t(uii:-'i,  the  reward  for  going  to  bed  early,  found 
in  the  stockiiitr,  liung  up  in  the  corner  on  the  eve  of  it,  and 
put  in  by  him  during  the  nieht  as  he  rides  in  liis  wagiron, 
filled  with  tin  in  i>\er  the  roots  of  the  houses,  and  down  and 
lip  the  chimneys,  might  address  him  as  Got-ur  IIevligu  jMax, 
good  liohj  iiinn. 

A  peculiarity,  Jis  to  be  collected  from  these  reports,  mak- 
ing the  likings  :in<l  dislikes  rest  on  a  single  reason,  and,  of 
course,  the  sul!i<itii<-"y  and  sincerity  of  them  brought  to  a 
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Single,  test,  and  \vhich  the  Dutcli,  "  their"  minds  ever  con- 
scious of"  rectitiule,''  never  shuntied. 

I'here  was  a  day  always  kept  here  by  the  Dutch,  and 
the  keepin.i?  of  it  delegated  by  the  mothers  to  their  daugh- 
ters still  at  a  school,  vroum'en  dagh,  woman'' s  dfiy ;  the  same 
day  with  the  Valentines  day  of  the  English,  and  although 
diilrrcntly,  still,  perhaps,  not  less  salutarily,  kept.  Every 
mother's  daughter  furnished  with  a  piece  of  cord,  thi^  size 
neither  too  large  nor  too  small;  the  twist  neither  too  hard 
nor  too  loose  ;  a  turn  round  the  hand  and  then  a  due  length 
left  to  serve  as  a  lash  ;  not  fair  to  have  a  knot  at  the  end 
of  it,  but  fair  to  practise  for  a  few  days  to  acquire  the 
slight ;  the  law  held  otherwise  in  duelling.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  day,  the  youngster  never  venturing  to  turn  a 
corner  without  lirst  listening  whether  no  warblers  behind 
it.  No  golden  apples  to  divert  from  the  direct  course  in 
this  race.  Schoolboy  Hippomencs,  espied  and  pursued  by 
charmer  Atalanta ;  he  encumbered  with  his  satchel,  still 
striving  to  outrun,  and,  to  add  to  his  speed,  bending  for- 
ward, thereby  giving  the  requisite  roundness  to  the  s])ace 
between  the  shoulders;  she  too  swift  afoot  for  him,  and 
overtaking  him,  and  three  or  four  strokes  briskly  and 
smartly  laid  on  ;  he,  to  avoid  a  furtlier  repetition,  stopping 
and  turning;  she  looking  him  steadfast  in  the  eye,  and  per- 
ceiving it  required  all  the  man  in  him  to  keep  back  the  tear  ; 
not  all  the  fruit  in  all  the  orchards  of  the  Ilesperides,  and 
in  their  best  bearing  year,  to  compensate  for  the  exuhation 
of  the  little  heart  for  the  moment.  The  boys  insistrd  the 
next  day  should  be  theirs,  and  be  called  mannex  dahh.  i/tan's 
day ;  but  my  masters  were  told,  the  law  would  thereby  de- 
feat its  own  very  purpose,  which  was  that  they  should,  at 
an  age,  and  in  a  way,  most  likely  never  to  forget  it,  receive 
the  lesson  of  manliness,  lie  is  never  to  strike. 

This  privilege  has  been  neglected  for  such  a  length  of 
time,  that,  perhaps,  it  is  never  again  to  be  recovered  ;  I  do 
not  however  think  it  lays  in  our  7nouth  to  charge  the  other 
sex.  that  rather  than  be  at  the  trouble,  and  especially  if  at- 
tended with  expense,  to  preserve  riglits,  let  them  he  lost. 

I  have  now  to  do  with  my  own  party,  and,  therefore,  the 
other  party  not  entitled  to  take  ofl'cnce  at  any  thing  I  may 
say. 

jMy  own  party,  the  Federalparty,  by  thciv  primitive  ji'rjcct 
name  without  the  snhscqiienthj  invciitrd  addition  of  Jl'pnh- 
lican.  Is  it  not  in  the  Constitution  itself,  that  llin>r  who 
formed  it  were   lupublicans?  Suppose,  yes — then  "the  ex- 
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pression  of  it  wholly  inoperative^  Suppose,  no — will  call- 
ing themselves  so  make  them  so?  There  will  ho  parties 
\\  here  tlie  governmeut  is  free  ;  still,  "wo  vmto  them  through 
whom  they  come."  A  neutral  ViXnon^  freemen ,  a  solecism  in 
character;  perhaps,  nearer  the  truth,  ?io  character;  hence, 
every  one  sees  the  necessity  of  a  parti/  name,  if  only  to  live 
hy  in  the  community ;  for  there  is  the  formalist  in  politics 
as  well  as  in  religion ;  regular  in  giving  his  vote,  never 
failing  to  observe  the  day  of  the  election,  but  as  for  money  for 
the  expense  of  it,  not  a  thousandth  part  of  a  tithe  ;  the  vote 
fulfils  all  patriotism  with  him — he  wants  no  public  olhce — 
certainly  not — you  only  leave  him  to  earn  and  to  save,  and 
he  will  leave  it  to  you  to  sustain  the  government  to  protect 
him  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  earnings  and  his  savings — lie 
wants  no  public  office — wonderful  self-denial !  We  were 
once  the  subjects  of  a  prince,  the  supreme  magistracy  in 
him  as  an  inheritance,  the  people  privileged  to  choose 
only  a  portion,  a  third  branch,  of  the  legislature  ;  by  the 
revolution,  all  i)ower  in  them ;  all  office  of  their  gift ;  they 
the  "  fountain  of  all  honor ;"  whence  is  it,  that  the  same 
thing  which  was  then  so  sought,  should  now,  and  by  the 
same  class,  those  desirous  to  be  distinguished  for  their 
wealth,  and  otherwise  for  their  condition,  be  so  slighted? 
I  leave  this  question  to  the  learned  scribe,  and  wise  dis- 
puter,  among  us,  never  at  a  loss  concerning  any  thing,  "the 
subject  of  knowledge  or  the  subject  of  being  ;"  but  it  being 
of  some  moment,  if  we  are  to  hope  to  come  out  right,  to 
see  to  it  a  little  that  we  set  out  right,  I  would  recommend 
to  them — they  will  pardon  it  should  it  appear  too  didactic 
— to  begin  with  the  first  of  the  alphabetical  rhymes  in  their 
Primer,*  to  serve  as  the  ground-work  of  all  explanation  of 
a  moral  ])hcnomenon. 

The  promontory  in  the  Highlands  called  Axtonie's  Nose, 
after  Antonie  Dn  Hooge,  secretary  of  the  colony  of  Rens- 
selaerwyck.  Herman  Rutgers,  the  ancestor  of  tlie  respect- 
able family  of  the  name  among  us,  married  his  daughter 
and  only  child. 

The  Dutch  divided  the  whole  river  into  Racks,  Reaches; 
there  were  thirteen  in  number ;  three  of  them,  being  those 
only  where  the  portion  of  the  river,  or  distance  in  it,  deno- 
ted by  each,  can  now  be  ascertained,  will  be  particularly 
noticed.  The  following  are  the  names  of  others,  translated 
from  the  Dutch,  and  the  probable  order  of  them  from  south 
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to  north,  the  Horse  reuch,  the  -Sw/Z  ])IaJ:cr\^  reach,  the  Cook's 
reach,  the  Ifi;:'!.  renci!,  the  />,.*•  r-:^fitb.  tlie  Br/her's  reach, 
Jofin  Pkasuj-e's  reach,  the  Ji«/7'.'^  reach,  the  Stvrgeo?i  reach, 
Fis/ief''s  reach,  and  the  Fast  reach,  as  importing  fuyn,  not 
swift. 

The  ?»Iautf.laer'3  Rack,  the  Martt/r^s  reach,  the  short 
reach  instantly  on  passing  West  Point.  It  hn?  been  said 
that  Martelaer  was  m  use  among  the  Dutch,  iiguratively, 
to  signify  covlending  r,r  struggling,  as  well  as  svfferivg. 
I'hc  reach  is  more  at  aright  angle  with  the  general  course 
of  the  river  than  any  other  in  it,  and  you  may  have  the 
wind  from  the  west\\  ard,  and  still  so  fair  as  to  lay  your 
course  the  whole  of  the  di:;rance  from  New  York  to  Albany, 
till  you  come  to  turn  "W  e.:.t  Point,  and  then  right  ahead,  so 
that  you  have  to  heat,  and  to  contend,  and  struggle  with  it, 
to  weather  the  high  rocky  point  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river. 

Pownall,  in  the  journal  already  referred  to,  says,  "on 
having  entered  this  pa?s,"  the  pass  at  the  Boter  BrRC-n, 
Butter  Hill,  from  its  supposed  resemblance  to  a  roll  of  but- 
ter, "  a  very  peculiar  rock,  called  JSIartlers  Rock,  projects 
from  the  east  into  the  ri^'er,  and  at  the  foot  of  these  im- 
mense hich  mountains,  although  it  is  as  high  as  a  sloop's 
mast,  looks  like  a  dwaif  or  mole."  The  journalist  was  af- 
terwards governor  of  the  colony  of  jNIassachusetts  Bay ; 
and  if,  judging  from  Martler's  'Rock  and  Tnpang  Sea.  it 
should  be  insinuated,  that  seemingly  the  ministry  at  home, 
the  mode  of  expression  generally  used  when  speaking  of  the 
administration  in  the  parent  country,  did  not  always  exer- 
cise the  best  care  and  judgment  in  ehoofnng  governors  lor 
the  colonics,  it  m.ay  be  conceded,  and  not  to  be  wondered 
at ;  had  they  been,  as  we  have  since  become,  privileged  to 
choose  for  themselves  in  their  own  case,  it  must  be  pre- 
sumed, and  to  borrow  the  phraseology  of  that  part  of  the 
ancient  writ  of  election  for  members  of  Parliament,  doubt- 
less intended  as  admonition  to  the  electors  from  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  the  keeper  of  the  sovereign's  conscience,  it  be- 
ing of  his  functions  to  issue  it,  ^' the  best,  most  able,  and  dis- 
creet men  for  business,"  would  have  been  sought  for  and 
preferred."  We  however  must  do  them  the  justice,  that, 
as  it  regarded  us.  they  were  so  far  mindful  of  the  respect 
due  to  us,  as  never  to  disparage  us  by  placing  over  us  a 
person  of  mean  condition.  Indeed,  it  was  something  wc 
used  to  b(>a<t  of  above  our  neighbors,  that  of  our  guveinors 
in  chief,  the  greater  part  of  them  were  either  noblemen,  or 
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of  noble  descent,  or  of  the  order  of  knighthood.     The  In* 
dian  name  of  only  one   of  the   whole  number  has   come 
down  to  us,  th^'  name   ^iven  to  Fletcher.     The  occasion  is 
thus  related  by  our  liisioriau,  among  the  transactions  of  the 
winter  of  1093:  "  The  governor  was  a  soldier  by  profession 
—his  extraordinary  despatch  up  to  Albany,  on  the  lirst 
•   news  of  the  devcent  of  the  French  and  Indians  on  the  coun- 
try of  the  Moliocks,  gained  him  the  esteem  both  of  the 
public  and  our  Indian  allies.     The  express  reached  New 
York  on  t1ie  12th  of  February,  at  ten  o'clock  in   the  night, 
and  in  less  than  three   days  he  cmhark-ed  with  three  imn- 
dred  volunteers.     The  river,  which  was  heretofore  very  un- 
common at  that  season,  was  open,  and  he  landed  at  Albany, 
and    arrived    at  Schenectady  on   the   17th  of  the  month; 
but  still  too  late  to  be^of  any  other  use  than  to  strengthen 
the  ancient  alliance.     The  Indians,  in  commendation  of  his 
activity  on  the  occasion,  gave  him  the  name  of  Caijcv^ni- 
razo.  or  the  nrrni  sjvift   arrow."     A  name  expressive  of ^the 
speed  with  which  he   flew  to  the  relief  and   succor  of  his 
friends  and  alli.-s;  Avhat  an  honorable  memorial !  The  cor- 
poration of  our  city,  in  July  thereafter,  presented  *' an  ad- 
dress of  thanks  to  him  for  the  great  care  he  had  taken  for 
the  security  of  the  province  :  and  also  a  cup  of  gold,  as  a 
token  of  their  gratitude  to  tlieir  majesties,  for  appointing  a 
person  of  so  great  vigilance,  prowess,  and  conduct,  to  rule 
over  us." 

AVe  must  admit  him  to  have  been  stout  of  heart,  and  if 
correct  in  jud-mmt,  correct  to  perceive  the  extent  of  it, 
and,  of  cour>c,  further  correct,  free  from  pretensions  be-' 
yond  it.  and  th.n,  rarely  otherwise  than  correct  to  discern 
what  is  lit  and  commendable,  and  so,  ultimately  correct 
both  in  opinion  and  conduct  throughout,  another  eoin])]i- 
ment  awaited  him  far  more  grateful.  On  a  subsequent 
occasion,  they  attribute  "to  his  prudence,  that  all  their  late 
heats  .-md  animosities  are  healed."  The  governor  the 
guide,  the  guardian,  the  father  of  the  people,  healing  their 
heats  afid  animosities!  how  suitably,  how  worlhih^  occu- 
pied !  the  "  civil  discord,"  known  as'^//t'  troubles  in  Leislcrs 
time,  "the  heats  .and  animosities"  intended — unhappy  Leis- 
ler!  made  to  siilfrr  for  treason,  and  his  heart  at  the  time 
filled  with  aliiciionate  loyalty  to  his  prince,  AVilliam  of 
Orange,  empliaticaliy  of  cLorious  memouv,  a  deliverer  of 
Europe  at  the  period  from  the  ambition  of  a  ruler  of  the 
French,  Lewis  of  Hourbon.  the  fourteenth  of  the  name,  as- 
piring  at  the   empire  of  it  universally,  and   for  which'  his 
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pro})le,  in  their  own  vanity,  and  to  gratify  his,  surnamed 
hiin  (treat. 

'J'lic  L.wcE  IvACK,  the  Lon<r  Reach,  the  roach  from  Polle- 
Yr.\.  Ishuid  to  ihe  .-  !iort  turn  in  the  river,  the  Krom  Elleisoog  ; 
tlie  iir.st  syllabic  retained,  and  tlie  last  tran.slated.  its  pre- 
sent name,  the  Croin  Elbow.  Lepel  is  a.  s])oo)t — a  J'oi.i.EfEL, 
a  /ad/i\  and  particularly  the  one  with  a  short  hand  It;  lor 
beatint;  the  batter-  for  the  wafel  ;  the  rcscml)laiice  (jf  the 
island  to  the  convex  side  of  the  bowl  of  the  ladle,  the  ori- 
gin o!"  the  name  :  a  point  in  the  long  reach  Danj^e  Ka'mer, 
dancin'j:  chamber,  still  retaining  its  name. 

WiLTwvcK,  the  Dutch  name  for  the  town  of  Kingston — 
literally  Wildwich,  or  Indianwich.  The  Dutch  built  a  re- 
doubt on  the  bank  of  the  creek,  at  the  landmg.  and  thence 
the  creek  known  as  IIedout  Kill,  corrupted  to  liundout 
Kill.  A  second  company  of  Walloons,  consisting  of  twelve 
families,  came  over  very  eaily,  and  settled  on  the  southern 
branch  of  the  Kedout  Kfll,  and  from  them  called  the 
Waale  Ku>l,  corrupted  to  WaJlldll ;  their  settlement  is  re- 
ferred to  in  an  ancient  grant  as  the  FrencJimens  Land — 
they  gave  it  the  name  of  the  Paltz,  the  Palatinate,  having 
probably  taken  refuge  there  in  the  first  instance  :  the  two 
islands  in  the  river,  ]\Iagdalen'  Island,  and  Slvpstekn,  Grind- 
i>tone,  Island,  retain  their  Dutch  names ;  the  point  iirojcet- 
ing  from  the  east  shore  towards  the  last,  its  Dutch  name 
KooDE  IIuECK,  translated,  Redhook — the  creek,  Koelok  Jav- 
sen's  Kill,  retaining  its  Dutch  name  ;  as  does  also  the  cre(,'k 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  the  Cat's  Kill.  The  fol- 
lowing circumstances,  may  perhaps  serve  for  a  probal)le 
conjecture  whence  the  name  of  the  first  of  these  two  creeks 
— Jan,  John,  and  RoeJuf,  some  have  supposed  Ralph,  very 
common  Chrislian  names  ;  and  accordinirly,  not  unusual  for 
a  number  to  pass  by  the  combination\)f  the  latter,  with  the 
patronymic  from  the  former,  Roclof  Jansk,  and  the  true 
surname  never  noticed — among  those  the  subjects  of  the 
usage,  was  a  Rochif  Jansen,  overseer  of  the  Orphan  Cham- 
ber, aiid  so  named  in  the  public  records,  even  when  men- 
tioned of  him  in  reference  to  his  trust.  Ilis  widow,  in 
IftoS,  married  to  Do/nins  Everardus  Bogardus,  the  lirst 
minister  who  came  over  from  Holland,  and  sent  by  the 
West  India  Company,  they  claiming  to  be  the  Falnms  ol' 
the  Cluu-'-hcs  in  the  Colony  ;  the  term  used  in  the  Kn^:li>h 
law  Sfuse,  entitled  to  present  the  preacher.  The  Dutch 
called  our  Cafa/nount,  or  Panther,  at  times,  Hct  Callos,  but 
more   generally  Hex  Cat,  emphatically  the  Cat;  it  is  also 
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their  narn".  for  the  (^m•n^•stic  cut,  except  when  to  distiimnish 
the  rnal;-,  'ind  v/hich  is  then  called  the  kater  ;  and  lioncc, 
mistakint<  the  origin  of  'he  name,  a  biaiich  of  it  has  re- 
ceived Ih'-  name  of  the  K.vi  tr's  Kill.  The  island  between 
Cats  Kili  and  Hudson,  under  the  east  shore  of  Vastrick's 
Island,  s.'i  f:allcd  '^ifter  Garret  Yastrick. 

Het  K:.Ar'VER  Rack,  the  Clover  Reach — the  Reach  at 
Hudsur. — llie  Bh-fs,  or  terminations  of  the  hills  there,  on 
the  east  f;ido  ot  the  river,  called  by  the  Dutch  the  Klauvers, 
the  Clovrr:!,  from  their  resemblance,  it  is  said,  to  the  clover, 
but  whft!i<-r  10  the  leaf  or  (he  flower,  dilierent  opinions.' 
Beeren  j.sland  and  the  Overslagu,  still  retaining  their  Dutch 
names.  'I'bc  Dutch  navigators  speak  of  tlie  river  Gambia, 
on  the  coast  of  Africa,  as  having  an  Overslagh,  a  bar,  at 
its  mout'i, 

A  few  were  selected  from  the  crews  of  the  Dutch  shii)s 
which  sailed  up  the  river  the  following  year  after  the  dis- 
covery of  il,  to  remain  liere  a  winter  over.  They  erected 
an  habit:ilion  on  the  point  of  the  island,  the  southern  limit 
of  the  city  <>1*  Albany,  and  enclosed  it  with  pallisadoes  as  a 
defence  ju'uinst  the  Indians,  and  it  was  known  as  the  Kas- 
TEEL.tho  Castle.  ^  Stuyvesant,  in  his  correspondence  with  the 
governnn'iit  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  mentions  the  island 
as  still  known  by  the  name  of  Kasteel  Island. 

Albany  was  knov\m  by  the  several  Dutch  names  of  Be- 
VERWYCK,  Wii-EEMSTADT,  and  FoRT  Oraxci;,  chicfly  bv  the  last. 
It  wr.s  abo  known  as  the  Fuyck,  or  Iloop-net  ;"and  a  kill  is 
mentionrd  as  there,  and  known  as  the  Fuyck  Kill,  changed 
to  RiTTiN  Kill,  an  abbreviation  of  Rutgert's  Kill,  Rutgert 
Bleecker.  a  proprietor  of  the  ground  adjacent  to  it,  "the 
third  criilc  J'rom  the  A'orman's  Kill  inclusive  ;  the  creek, 
known  as  I  he  Vvde  Kill,  the  Jiflh  creek,  the  creek  at  water 
VLEiT,  lit<rally,  at  the  time,  tcatcr  food,  the  word  vleit  since 
rarely  in  ii-e,  the  seat  of  the  tamily  of  Van  Rensselaer. 
The  lands  immediately  opposite  to  Albany,  and  for  a  dis- 
tance alnnv,  and  from  the  river,  the  Dutch'denotcd  as  Hex 
Gr-r,cN'i;  i'."  >  ii,  f he  pine  irooc/s,  corrupted  to  Grccnbush.  The 
mouOis  (if  till'  IMohock  they  distinguished  as  the  Spruyten-, 
corrupt'il  It),  and  which  may  also  possibly  jiass  for  a  trans- 
k.tion,lli<'  Spni'its.  The  larger  island  formed  by  the  S])routs, 
they  calN'd  Wal^isch  Island,  I7//c7/e  Island.  ''I  cannot  for-' 
bear,"  says  \'an  Der  Donek,  "to  mention,  that  in  the  year 
1G47,  in  I  lie  month  of  ]ilarch,  when,  by  a  great  freshet',  the 
water  Avas  fresh  almost  to  the  great  bay,  there  were  two 
whales,  of  tolerable  size,  up  the  river,  the  one  turned  back, 
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but  thp  othor  stranded,  and  stuck  not  far  from  the  j^reat  fall 
of  the  Cohoes."  Thn  arable  land  immediately  above,  they 
denoted  as  the  IIalvc  Maan,  the  Iia/f'moon,  from  its  crcsccut- 
like  form  alon;:!:  tiic  hills  on  the  western  side.  Tiie  river 
irom  the  rapids  iipu'ards,  and  for  the  distance  of  about 
twelve  miles,  the  Indians  denominated  a  /akr.  the  Dutch 
llr.r  Stilm:  Watf.r,  the  still  icnter.  The  name  of  ihe  Island 
of  .St.  Bartholomew,  in  the  West  Indies,  now  generally  ab- 
breviated to  St.  Barts.  so  the  Dutch  Barthoi.omf.us,  abbre- 
viated to  the  tirst  syllable,  pronounced  Bat,  and  sometimes 
to  the  two  last  syllables,  pronounced  as  if  one,  Mf.es. — 
Bartiioi.omeus  Van-  IIoogf.boom,  the  first  who  settled  on  the 
river  above  the  Still  Water  ;  from  his  name,  the  two  names 
of  Batten  Kill  and  IMkesk.v  Kill. 

ENGLISH  NAMES  OF  PLACES. 

Few  of  them  ancient.  The  island  in  the  bay,  J^nve  Island, 
now  Bcdlow's  Island.  Nicolls  granted  it  to  Necdhnm,  and 
he  within  a  few  days  thereafter  parted  with  it  to  Alderman 
Isaac  Bedlow.  Halletfs  Cove  on  the  East  river — the  lirst 
of  the  lamily  must  have  possessed  lands  there  to  some  ex- 
tent, as  we  find  the  island  beyond  Ilellijate,  now  Hiker  s 
Island,  called  Halktt's  Island.  The  two  islands  near  it.  the 
Brothers,  their  Dutch  name  the  Gkseli.kx,  translated.  'I'lie 
Larp;e  rocks  at  the  entrance  of  Ilellirate,  the  larger  one  the 
Mill  Rock,  the  other  the  Hancock  Rock.  /'Vo^'-'a"  IS'eck — 
Throgmorton,  an  Englishman,  took  a  grant  for  it  under  the 
Dutch.  1G13;  the  name  abbreviated  from  ThroLi;/norton'i;  to 
77/ro£r'x,  and  finally  corrupted  to  Frog-'s^  Neck.  The  Sf'j)- 
ping  .Stones,  rocks  projecting  in  aline  from  the  Long-Island 
sliore  into  the  Sound,  and  their  tops  bare  at  low  water. 
An  Indian  origin  is  asserted  for  this  name,  and  a  tradition 
vouched  as  the  authority,  heretofore  repeated  by  our  Suf- 
folk county  men,  to  their  neighbors  of  Connecticut  over  the 
way,  in  retort  tor  the  jeer  Irom  them,  that  the  oil  of  the 
eastern  part  of  the  island  is  so  poor  as  to  be  made  to  pro- 
duce only  meagre  hills  of  Indian  corn,  and  it  constituting 
the  chiet  food  of  the  inhabitants,  not  uncommon,  in  a  calm 
time,  to  hear  the  samp  mortars  a,-going,  quite  across  the 
Sound. 

It  is  said  that  at  a  ceitain  time,*  doubtless  some  ages 
ago,  the  evil  spirit  set  up  a  claim  against  the  Indians,  to 
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Connecticut,  as  bis  peculiar  domain  ;  but  the}',  beins:  in 
po.ssrssion,  determined,  ot"  course,  io  try  to  hold  it.  By  Con- 
neciicut,  tlie  premises  in  question,  is  to  be  understood  the 
oi'ifrinal  Connecticut  proper,  the  territory  bet^veen  the  obloitcrj 
our  eastern  boundary  in  that  quarter,  and  the  fc'ound  ;  for 
Ijad  it  been  known  to  the  parties,  but  which  indeed  was  not 
found  out  by  the  whites  themselves  lor  the  first  hundred 
years  after  they  succeeded  to  the  occupancy,  that  Connec- 
ticut was  capable  of  beins'  rolled  or  stretched  out  the  whole 
breadth  of  the  continent,  there  would  have  been  no  need  of 
strife  between  them  ;  there  would  have  been  land  amply  to 
satisfy  both,  and  scores  of  millions  of  acres  to  spare.  The 
surfaces  of  Connecticut  and  Long-Island  were  then  the  re- 
verse of  what  they  are"  now.  Long-Island  was  covered 
with  rocks;  Connecticut  was  free  from  them.  The  Indians 
were  fully  sensible  of  what  they  had  to  dread  from  such 
an  adversary,  and  accordingly  betook  themselves  to  a  course- 
not  unusual  on  occasions  of  great  dilTiculty  and  danger, 
they  referred  the  case  to  the.  squaws,  the  mothers  of  the 
tribes,  who,  it  is  said,  recommended  an  olTer  to  quit  on  be- 
ing allowed  for  their  hetterments — a  Novangiican  law  term, 
devised  to  signify  the  dwelling,  and  other  erections,  and 
comj^rehending  girdling  the.  trees  to  disencumber  the  land 
of  the  wood,  by  a  person  entering  without  title  on  land 
never  before  cultivated,  known  as  new,  or  ivild,  land,  and 
ibr  which  he  considers  the  rightful  owner,  wlienever  he 
shall  appear,  ])ound  to  allow  him  according  to  their  value, 
to  be  assessed  by  a  jury  of  the  same  place,  before  he  him- 
self bcuiid  to  quit ;  on  a  principle,  a  kind  of  corollary  Irom 
the  rule,  that  it  is  oppressive  and  unjust  that  one  should 
reaj)  and  another  liave  sown,  and  so  it  is  unjust  and 
oppressive  that  one  should  inhabit,  and  another  have  built, 
>kO  answer,  as  was  to  be  expected,  was  given  to  this  ot- 
ter;  and  the  parties,  claiming  to  be  entitled  to  the  rights 
of  sovereign  States,  and  there  being  no  federal  court  to  in- 
terpose between  them,  had  recourse  to  the  "  ultimate  means 
of  discussion  between  princes,"  to  arms.  Indeed,  had  there 
been  a  court,  it  is  to  be  doubted  whether  they  could  liaye 
been  brought  to  be  amenable  to  it. 

As  to  the  ])arty  del'endant,  the  Indian — the  man  of  the 
Wood;  a  wigwam  of  bark  his  habitation,  and  the  skins  of 
the  beasts,  he  tracks  or  entraps,  furnishing  his  coat  and  his 
couch;  and,  to  repeat  it  as  expressed  by  himself,  '"to  divide 
the  land,  each  to  have  a  separate  and  permanent  property  in 
his  ])lantat;on,  would  be  to  make  him  as  had  as  a  white  //ian,'' 
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Ilis  subsistetJCo— in  Sfnyou!?  the  return  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  pool  tVonTi  the  torpor  ot  wihter,  to  furnish  his  mess,  an 
annunciation  to  him  of  a  respite  iVom  starving.  His  hos- 
pitality— tiie  mere  ciiVct  of  .///  tfiinus  in  common;  and  the 
ap:ed  ISachcm,  when  unable  lo  eraw!  and  partake  in  the 
\vig:\\atn  of  another,  lel't  to  starve  in  his  own.  Ilis  lleht- 
\x\^,  cowardly;  rarel}',  at  the  same  moment,  cxposinir  him- 
self erect  in  posture  and  uncovered  by  a  tree,  and  roasting 
a  prisoner  alive,  festivity;  hence,  Avhenee  ur2:ed  to  war. 
^Vith  hiin  blood  for  blood,  and  the  tomahawk  has  been  ]nit 
into  the  hand  of  the  widow  to  aven2:e  the  blood  of  t!ie 
.slain  husband.  '■  j.'he  native  force  ot  his  mind  unaided,  liis 
manners  unsoftened,  and  consequently  left  Tierce  ;'"  in  a 
word,  a  savage.  Tne  notices  on  his  mind  of  the  duiv  of 
rendering  to  another  his  own,  very  faint,  if  any  ;  of  an  au- 
thorized means  to  enforce  it,  none.* 

■  I  am  aware  that  I  am  here  diifering  from  one  anions  us 
of  celebrity  for  Jiterature  and  science,  and  of  whom  I  have 
presumed  to  be  a  follower,  with  however  unequal  ])ace,  in 
the  humble  task  I  have  assigned  myself,  to  prepare  notes, 
or  collect  materials,  for  the  history  of  the  State,  the  place 
of  my  birth  and  residence,  for  the  benefit  of  whoever  will 
undertake  the  principal  work,  the  history  itself.  The  pas- 
sage alluded  to,  in  the  volume  he  has  favored  us  with,  reads 
thus:  '-If  it  were  made  a  question,  whether  no  law  as 
among  the  savage  Americans,  or  too  much,  as  among 
the  civilized  Europeans,  submits  man  to  the  greate>C 
ecil?  one,  who  hath  seen  both  conditions  of  existence, 
would  pronounce  it  to  be  the  last,  and  that  the  sheep  are 
happhr  of  themselves,  than  under  lit",  care  of  the  wolves." 
Now  I  am  quite  willing  to  allow  him  his  premises,  and  in 
the  utmost  latitude  he  may  wish,  that  the  people  are  shc^p, 
the  leader  breaking  into  mischief,  the  rest  follow-,  and,  it 
is  said,  to  precipitating  down  a  well ;  and.  in  reference  to 
the  particular  immediately  before  us,  wholly  incapable  to 
take  care  of  themselves,  and  that  the  administrators  of  the 
government  are  wolves.  Will  it  not  then  be  Jiappier  for  the 
sheep  to  employ  dogs  to  take  care  of  them?  No:  for  in  the 
same  pages  where  we  read  of  ravening  wolves,  we  read  of 
greelydogs.  Will  it  not  be  the  least  er//,  on  .the  whole, 
lor  the  social  flock  to  leave  the  "sweet  tender  grazings  of 
the  field,''  betake  themselves  to  the  dank  wilderness,  and 
there  separate  each  on^  to  become  solitary  I    Mure  stren- 
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ever  it  niny  l)e  1  do  not  care,  I  uiterly  deny  mau  has  a  light 

to  turn  HF.ATIIF.X. 

As  to  the  other  high  litigant  party  ;  his  hostility  to  courts 
of  justice   is  notorious,  especially  where  the  judge 
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uously,  no ;  for  whether  for  no  law,  and  so  for  less  evil  and  j 

more  liajipiness,  or  lor  less  or  more  any  tiling  els(%  what-  | 


t 

learned,  distinguishing,  ui)right,  undaunted,  revered  ;  they  | 

Irequently  thwart  him  in  some  of  his  best  projects  ;  where 
they  are  of  a  different  character,  illiterate,  and  ignorant, 
and  so  in  projiorlion,  either  conceited  or  stupid,  or  without 
probity,  but  with  its  usual  coneoniiiant,  a  consciousness  of 
without  reputation  for  it.  and  so  either  showing  assurance 
or  betraying  cowardice,  there  he  not  only  tolerates  the  court, 
lie  gives  it  all  his  countenance  and  help,  because  their  un- 
principled advocates,  not  to  be  reckoned  among  the  least 
profitable  of  his  servants,  can,  unovcrruled,  by  conlbunding 
truth  and  error,  right  and  wrong,  play  his  part  as  ellectu- 
ally  to  subserve  his  purposes,  as  if  played  immediately  by 
himself. 

The  parties  foreseeing  there  would  be  war,  were,  as  bc- 
ho.oved  them,  prepared  lor  it. 

The  renown-^d  arch-leader,  an  host  in  himself,  took  tlse 
field  alone  ;  and,  being  an  overmatch  for  the  Indians  in  skill 
and  spirit,  he  at  hrst  advanced  on  them  ;  but  they  having 
provided  there  should  be  constantly  reinforcements  on  their 
marcii,  thereby  preserving  tlieir  corps  entire,  and  harassing 
him  incessantly,  giving  him  no  rest  iiight  or  da}-,  he  was 
obliged  linally  to  yield  to  vigilance  and  perseverance,  and 
fall  back  :  he  retired  collected,  and,  as  usual,  giving  up  the 
ground  o:dy  inch  by  inch,  and,  though  retiring,  still  ]ire- 
Hcnting  a  front  wherever  attack  threatened  ;  he  kept  close  \ 

to  the  Sound  to  secure   his  llank  on  that  side  ;  and  having  k 

reach(xl  Frog's  Point,  and  the  waters  becoming  narrow,  to  \ 

be  crossed  by  the  Indians  in  bark  canoes,  easily  to  be  made 
in  a  niLdit,  and  the  tide  being  out,  and  the  rocks  show- 
ing their  lu-ads,  he  availed  himself  of  them,  and,  stepping; 
from  one  to  another,  effected  his  retreat  to  Long  Island. 
He  at  first  betook  himself,  sullen  and  silent,  to  Coram,  in  the 
middle  of  tlie  island  :  but  it  being  in  his  nature  not  to  remain 
idle  long,  and  ''  rage  superadded,  soon  roused  him  and  minis- 
teredtohim  the  means  of  revenge."  lie  collected  all  the  I'ocks 
on  the  island  in  heaps  at  Col  1  Spring,  and,  throwing  them 
in  ditferent  directions  to  dillerent  distances  across  the  Sound 
on  Connecticut,  cov(M'ed  the  surface  of  it  witli  them,  as  we 
now  see  it ;  and  it  has  been  repeated  from  the  whites,  the 
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f-5t  ?<^ttler.s  of  the  lands  at  Cold  Spring-,  that  the  Indians, 
lo  ii'ie  last  wlio  romainrd,  not  only  undcrtoolc  to  thow  the 
>p<t  where  he  stood,  but  insisted  they  could  still  discern  the 
print  of  his  feet.  Whether  he  has  ever  visited  Connecticut 
since,  not  known  ;*  if  so,  it  must  have  been  in  some  bor- 
rowed form,  and  his  stay  short,  for  we  must  certainly  ac- 
knov.-jedire  that  no  State  in  the  Union  can  compare  witli 
Ler  for  a  steady  habitual  elibrt,  fo  keep  the  drrnnn  out. 

U  this  tradition  be  believed  by  the  Iiulians,  it  S(  rves  to 
pive  us  some  notion  of  their  prcology.  Are  these  rocks  al- 
luvial ?  Whoever  has  seen  them  v.ili  pronounce  thrm  re- 
sembling every  thing  more  than  "  the  smooth  stone  of  the 
t-tream."  Are  they  primitive  ?  No  :  they  come  from  Long 
I-land.  What  are  tliey?  Here  a  delect  in  the  nomencla- 
ture; happily  the  "Greek  and  Latin  fonts"  are  at  hand  to 
f^'jpply  it.  Well  for  our  science  we  have  some  literature 
among  us  to  draw  on  for  names. 

The  English  gave  to  the  river  the  name  of  Hudson's 
river,  by  way  of  continual  claim,  he  being  of  English  bi7-l/i. 
The  Dutch  insisted  that  being  in  their  employ,  and  ex- 
pressly to  explore,  he  M"as,  as  a  discoverer,  to  be  considered 
es  their  subject,  and  the  case  of  Columbus  a  precedent ;  he 
a  native  of  Genoa,  and  the  king  of  Spain  taking  to  himself 
the  benefit  of  his  discoveries,  and  none  of  the  European 
powers  gainsaying  it.  Nay,  they  seem  wholly  to  have 
overlooked  their  own  case  :  their  sovereign,  James  L  having 
prior  to  the  voyage  of  Hudson,  "  granted  all  the  lands  along 
the  coast  of  North  America  between  the  S4th  and  45th 
degrees  of  latitude,  and  one  hundred  miles  into  the  country, 
to  his  subjects  the  patentees  of  the  North  and  South  A  ir- 
ginia  Patents;"  he  claiming  it  by  the  discoveries  of  the 
\  enetian  Cabots. 

The  colony  and  its  metropolis,  called  after  the  Duke's 
English  title.  New  York;  Ulster  county,  called  al'ter  liis 
Irish  title;  Kin'/s  and  Queejis  counties,  and  Dule  and 
JJufchess  counties,  so  called  in  compliment  to  Charles  and 
his  Queen,  and  to  the  Duke  and  his  Dutchess  ;  Duke's 
county  has  passed  to  !\Ias'^achusetts  ;  lUclnnond  county.  t!ie 
title  of  a  son  of  Charles;  Orange  coimty  ;  then  already  a 
relationship  between  the  royal  family  of  England  and  the 
house  of  Orange  in  Holland.  The  town  of  Ilurlii.  in  I'l- 
fster  county;  the  name  given  to  it  by  Governor  Coh.n'l 
Lovelace,  his  family  Barons  of  Hurley  in  Ireland.      I  tv- 
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mont,  Green  Moiiiitain,  r-nJ  ihe  town  of  A)7ienia,  in  Dutch- 
ess county,  F^e'iiiant,  if  yon  '(lease,  ovvc  their  names  to  the 
fancy  of  Young,  the  poet,  1  mean  tlie  American,  not  the 
English  Young:  he  had  a  peculiar  facihtyin  making  Eng- 
lish words  fiom  Latin  ones.  In  his  Poem,  the  Conquest  of 
Quebec,  in  describing  the  portents  which  he  feigned  to  have 
preceded  the  battle  of  the  Plains  oi  Abraiiam,  and  which, 
according  to  his  fict'on,  appalled  the  stout  heart  of  \\oll'e 
not  a  little,  the  first  line  of  one  of  the  couplets,  "vulpine 
ululations,  ursine  grov.'ls,"'  and  the  tv/o  concluding  words  of 
the  next,  "  predicting  owls,"  those  which  preceded  have  es- 
caped rny  memory,  and  it  is  not  now  in  my  ])o\ver  to  recover 
them ;  sad  fate  for  an  epic  !  "  scarce  tv/ice  five  lustres  past 
and  out  of  jnint."  AYilliams,  who  has  written  a  book, 
" 'J'iie  2\'aturai  and  Civil  History  of  Yeimont,"  makes  hon- 
orable mention  of  him,  ranking  him  among  the  fathers  and 
ibanders  (if  the  IStatc,  giving  due  precedence,  however,  to 
Kthun  Allen. 

ANCIENT  NAMES  OF  STREETS  IN  THE  CITY. 

iPcarl  street,  its  Dutch  name  translated  ;  certainly  the 
most  ancieiit,  and  originally  extending  only  to  ^^  hitehall 
street — the  name  of  the  latter  from  the  ]\  hitehall  Inn,  on 
the  west  side  below  Pearl  street,  the  private  property  of 
Governor  Dongan,  destroyed  by  fire,  amd  its  ruins  referred 
to  in  a  conveyance, .  1724.  On  the  east  side  from  Pearl 
street  upwards,  to  at  least  as  far  as  Stone  street,  IIet  Steen 
Stkaat,  jjcrhaps  so  distinguished  as  lor  a  time  the  only  one 
paved :  the  Dutch  West  India  Company  had  their  Pack- 
ufvsK.v,  icarchouscs,  and  that  portion  of  it  was  known  as  the 
\Vi\cKi:i.-strae£,  shopping-street  of  the  day  ;  the  ground  on 
the  we>t  .^ide  open,  and  a.  market  being  there,  was  known 
as  the  I\Iaiiktvki.t,  the  iMarket  Field,  and  hence  a  passage 
to  it  from  Broad  street,  the  Makktvelt  Stkcoje,  Market- 
Field  Lane.  The  L>REEnn  We(;,  the  Broad  ^Yal/,  at.  time? 
ki-.own  by  a  feodnl  appellation,  the  IIef.kg  \Yeg,  the  Lord's 
Way — a  branch  of  it  to  the  North  river,  Bcaccr  Lane — an 
order,  1G50 — "  that  the  ordinary  place  for  casting  anchor  in 
the  North  river,  be  before  or  near  the  Beaver  Path."  Broad 
street,  originally  a  graft,  a  term  signilying  a  ditch  in  forti- 
fication, but,  when  api)lied  to  a  street,  signifying  one  with 
a  canal  in  it.  "\Mdle  a  graft,  it  was  also  usually  known 
})}'  thi?  feodal  a])pellatioii,  the  Heere  Graft,  Lord's  Graft, 
and  at  times  also  as  the   Bueeue,  Broad,  Graft ;  the  canal 
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extending  as  far  as  Beaver-street,  and  there  divided  into 
two  braiielics,  one  to  the  west,  the  Ih'.nvrR,  Iknvcr  Graft, 
now  Beaixr  street,  tlie  other  to  the  ea.st,  the  Prinsi-.n",  Pnncc\s. 
Grair,  at'terwards  Prince's  street,  now  the  eastern  portion 
of  Beaver-street.  Tiie  Prince's  Graft  terminated  in  a 
Si,ooT,  narrow  ditch,  and  there  a  kindiiii^  place  for  the  coun- 
-  try  people  coming  to  market  in  tlieir  canoes,  now  SJoat- 
Lane — the  whole,  the  Graft  and  Sloot,  ordered  to  be  liUed 
up  in  1GS7,  and  tlie  street  to  be  level k^d  and  paved.  The 
street  communicating  between  the  WiNXKEL-stract  and  the 
bridge  across  the  graft,  Brl-gge,  Bridife,  street.  The  por- 
tion of  Pearl  street,  from  Broad  street,  or  the  termination 
of  Cnstom-IIouse  street,  to  at  least  as  far  as  the  first  lane 
or  alley,  known  as  the  IIooge,  High,  street — the  Staduuvs, 
CzVy  ii(7//,  in  it  fronting  the  slip,  and  the  o.//fr/7r,  1091,  or- 
dered to  prepare  a  ducking-stool,  intended  to  "deter  from 
scolding,  a  s])ecies  of  excess  of  freedom  of  speech,  an(i 
however  it  might  have  suited  at  the  time,  certainly  now, 
according  to  some  late  and  highly  respectable  opinions  on 
the  subject  of  crime  and  punishment,  a  means  of  restraint 
too  rigorous  to  comport  with  the  mild  and  free  spirit  of  our 
republican  government.  The  dwelling-house  of  Coexradt 
Tex  Evck  also  there,  and  so  the  name  of  the  slip  Coenties. 
or  CoejiradCs,  Slip — his  tannery  extending  to  a  lane  in  the 
rear,  and  the  bark  mill  being  immediately  on  the  lane,  the 
English  Mill-street,  soon  supplanted  the  Dutch  Slvk  Stee(;. 
Mud-lane.  The  next  portion  of  Pearl  street,  to  Wall  street, 
being  oi)en  to  the  river,  was,  like  a  street  in  Amsterdam, 
corresponding  in  situation,  called  the  Cingel;  the  term  will 
lead  to  its  derivation,  and  its  derivation  to  its  mcaninir,  the 
exterior,  or  encircling,  street— it  followed  the  curvatures  ot 
the  shore,  so  that  when  Wall  street  was  laid  out  from 
Broadway,  and,  where  it  approached  the  river,  widened, 
some  of  the  lots,  in  that  part  now  became  bounded  by  it, 
and  hence  the  name  Cingel  at  times  applied  to  both  streets, 
and  accordingly  lots  expressed  as  situate  in  tlieC/»g7or 
}Vall-sti-ect.  A  line  of  {)alli.-;adoes,  and  sometimes  men- 
tioned as  the  citi/-walls,  from  the  one  river  to  the  other  ;  at 
its  point  on  the  East  river,  a  work  of  stone,  known  as  the 
Half-Moon,  and  '-fires  for  the  pitch-pots  for  vessels  per- 
mitted to  be  made  against  it;"  its  situation  in  the  pri^s'-nt 
Water-street  somewhere  between  Wall  street  and  Pine 
street;  the  line  crossed  Broadwa}',  so  that,  continued,  it 
passed  not  many  feet  north  of  the  noilhwesie'rn  corner  of 
Trinity  Church  ;  tlicre  were  two  gates  in  it — one  in  Broad- 
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way,  (!ivtin^llii^lled  as  the  Landt  Poort,  Land-Gole  or  Pert, 
th(''ot!i<T  at  the  llaU-IMoon.  on  the  East  river,  distiniriii.shcd 
.'i-s  tiif  Water  Poort,  the  Wiiter-iiate  or  Port,  and  at  times, 
and  v\t'n  in  grants  and  otlier  documents  in  English,  men- 
tioned as  the  Strand,  or  East,  Port.  An  order,  as  late  as 
]C7I>,  "  tliat  the  gates  be  locked  before  9  o'clock,  and  opened 
at  daylight."  Adjacent  to  the  Ilalf-Moon  \vas  "the  \A'aal. 
or  tlie  place  Avhere  the  ships  rode  at  anchor  in  the  East 
river" — doubtless,  the  place  where  goods  were  landed  or 
shif>ped  ofl'.  and  hence  the  name  of  the  "WAAL-stract,  very 
early  ':(n-ruj)ted  to  Tro//-stieet. 

A  inai'sh,  described,  sufficiently  for  our  present  purpose, 
as  cxt<-nding  from  the  river  to  the  high  grounds,  the  line  of 
the  rear  of  the  lots  on  the  northern  side  of  Pearl  street,  be- 
tween I'ine  and  Fulton  streets,  called  Smee's  Vlv,  or  Di: 
►S.MKi/.^  \'i.v,  and  therefore  uncertain  whether  the  name,  or 
oeeup;it  inn,  of  the  person  intended,  Smith's,  or  the  Sinith'.-i 
Vly--\'ly,  an  abbreviation  of  Valev,  V alley,  and  in  use  with 
tlie  Diit'di  here  to  denote  a  marsh,  our  salt  meadow;  when 
the  ?JA\«a)E  Padt.ie,  Maidenlane,  was  continued  tlirough  to 
the  riv<r,  and  widened  below  Pearl  street  for  the  slip  called 
Countf.^s's-slip,  in  compliment  to  the  lady  of  the  Governor  , 
Lord  IJellomont,  a  market  was  built  there,  known  as  the 
Vev  IMarkt.'t,  the  market  in  ilie  marsh,  corrupted  to  the  FUf 
Marhit :  hence,  when  in  the  sharp  contest  heretolore,  be- 
tween a  New  Yorker  and  a  Philadclphian,  on  the  all-im- 
}'ortant  (luestion,  in  which  of  their  respective  cities  tlie  best. 
farvf  and  the  New  Yorker  would  boast  of  his  fish,  their 
variety,  scores  of  kinds,  their  freshness,  some  even  alive 
and  ^'a.'iiiiig  in  the  market,  and  the  fact  not  to  be  denied, 
but  to  avoid  the  effect  of  it  as  triumph,  the  Philadelphian 
would  oidy,  but  significantly,  remind-  him,  that  however 
fresh  bin  //.v.'j  might  be,  the  Jlesh  he  ate  during  the  summ.er 
months  not  quite  free  from  taint,  for  that  from  the  swarms 
of  th<>  insect  in  tlie  principal  market  it  was  called  emphati- 
cally fli<'  /''///-^Market ;  the  poor  New  Yorker,  ignorant  of  the 
Dutch  language  an<l  of  the  etymologies  from  it,  and  hence 
hnou-iiii{  no  hotter  than  that  it  was  the  true  name  of  the 
markel,  h-t't  without  a  reply,  left  to  experience  what  no  one 
can  know  who  has  not  ex-perienced  it,  to  bcobligtd  in  a  dis- 
putation  In  iri^c  ^'P  tlie  point. 

Cro'in-stvcct,  laid  out  in  1G04;  for  a  number  of  years 
the  only  street  leading  from  the  Broadway  to  the  Nortli 
river — lately  changed  to  Liberty  street.     American  Liberty, 
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the  liberty  of  the  R"/-oia'T!o.n,*  an  ori^hal  liberty ;  English 
liberty  ;  "  not  to  he  hour.d  hy  any  Iuii:v  in  ■•.rhich  we  do  not,  by 
fiur  represcnialivts,  consent,  and  the  rfiprcsri'tativcs  privilegrd 
to  originate  iL-hattver  laws  ihey  please:^'  ail  beyond  it,  growth, 
natural  it  will  be  admitted,  from  the  independence  on  our 
indigenous  stock  of  equality  of  condition.  The  llonian  Fi- 
Icus,  the  caj),  the  eniblent  of  a  derived  liljerty,  a  liberty  the 
gift  from  one  to  another  I''!:^aUy  in  servitude  to  him  :  if,  how- 
ever, with  a  half  disgraceful  unaequaintance  with  our  own 
liberty,  its  origin  and  its  n;vtTirc,  we  will  still  have  the  Cap 
the  emblem  of  it,  then  it  was  not  unwittingly  observed  at  the 
time,  that,  instead  of  I///>er/ v-street,  the  change  would  have 
been  more  apt  from  Cnnrn,  to  Cap,  street. 

GoW-street — the  Dutch  called  the  hill  there,  the  GounF.x 
Derch,  Golden  Hill;  C////' street,  called  after  Dirk  Van  Der 
Cliff ;  Beekrnan,  and  Wiil'am,  streets,  after  Alderman  ]Vil- 
liom  Becktnan;  John-street,  after  Jolni  Harpcndingh,  the 
donor  to  the  Dutch  congregation  of  their  grounds  in  the 
ncigh])orhood ;  his  escutcheon  in  their  church  in  William 
street,  />y-strect,  at^ter  Dirk  Dey ;  Uv/?rert-street, so  called 
in  compliment  to  the  lady  of  Sir  Peter  Warren,  a  native  of 
the  city. 

We  have  seen  Coenradt  Ten  Eyck,  from  his  residence 
there,  giving  name  to  a  slip ;  in  like  manner,  Frikni)  JUlvurd 
Burling,  gave  name  to  Burling's-fiVip,  and  Benjamin  l\ck,  to 
Pcc/iVslip,  and  Pieter  Roos  to  the  Fly-market,  Pieter  Ko ms's 
Markt,  Fetcr  Roses  Market,  being  the  name  by  which  it 
was  at  first,  and  continued  for  some  time,  to  be  known. — 
He  was  my  father's  motiicr's  father;  his  father  Gi'.r.nrr 
Jaxse  Rons—  there  are  circumstances  irom  which  it  may  be 
inferred  the  father  of  GEurar  came  over,  and,  if  so,  I  now 
see  in  my  family  the  ninth  generation  from  the  first  Dutch 
colonist  ancestor,  females  of  a  mature  age,  and  probably 
the  intervening  period  not  exceeding  a  century  and  an  half 
• — nine  generations  in  a  century  and  a  half,  not  conmion. 
The  motive  with  me  for  mentioning  this  fact,  and  1  per- 
suade myself  others  will  be  persuaded  I  have  none  other, 
is,  that  il  may  be  received  as  doctrinal,  and  the  imjirovcinent 
of  it  by  our  Ca:lehscs,-\  to  show  the  advantage  of  the  ear- 
liest search  for  a  wife.  If  the  name  Peter  Hose's  i\iark('t 
had  been  continued  hitherto,  so  as  to  have  become  suiii- 
cient  for  the  intendment  he  w^as  the  fouxuer  of  it,  I  thiiik  I 
nnght  then  have  ventured  to  challenge   any  '*  AniLiiean 

*  Sec  Note  XIX.  t  ?ee  Note  XX. 
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Bourbon  or  Nassau  to  jro  hidier."  I  should  at  least  he  on 
a  par  with  old  Vt'ilham  3Iar.sh,  clerk  of  the  city  and  county 
of  Albany,  who  died  here  about  fitty  years  ago,  his  grave- 
stone to  be  still  seen  in  Trinity  church-yard,  his  name  on  it 
in  law  Latin,  Willtamus  Be  Xldrisco,  the  rest  of  the  inscrij)- 
tion  in  other  Latin,  and  purjiorting  "  that  by  his  father's 
mother's  side  he  was  most  nobly  born  ;"  the  whole  by  the 
direction  of  his  will ;  also  among  the  ways  by  which  a  man 
may  bequeath  something  to  himself,  something  to  save  his 
name^//'o?/i  being  forgottea. 

DUTCH 'NA?*IE3  FOR  THE  FISH  IX  OUR  RIVER. 

A  few  only  will  be  noticed — some  denoted  by  numbcjs  as 
their  names — the  Twaalf,  the  tirch-c,  the  Streaked  Baas,  and 
the  Elf,  the  Shad—ihe  name  of  the  Shad  in  Dutch  is  Elft, 
in  German  Aloft,  and  in  French  Alose,  all  perhaps  from 
the  same  root ;  but  being  pronounced  here  Elf,  the  number 
eleven,  the  number  itself  possibly  came  to  be  considered  as 
its  name,  and  so  led  to  denote  others  in  the  same  manner 
— the  Drum  is  said  to  have  been  the  Dertiex,  the  thirteen. 
Van  Der  Donck,  speaking  of  the  North  river,  expresses 
himself,  it  is  "  seer  visryck,"  literally  very  fish-rich — here 
the  Dutch  language  would  seem  to  have  the  advantage 
over  the  English,  its  capability  of  composition — het  gelt- 
zuciiT,  the  jnoneii-lust ;  hf.t  jieehsch-zccht,  the  sic  ay-lust;  tor 
a  word  for  the  lirst  the  English  are  indebted  to  the  French, 
covctoiisness  ;  for  a  word  for  the  other  to  the  Latin,  amhi- 
iinn;  i\IvN  Err-naam.  my  honor-vame.i\\Q.  name,  or  rather 
ai)pollation,  by  which  it  is  peculiarly  my  lionnr  to  be  called 
— no  word  for  it  in  either  of  the  three  languages — an  in- 
stance illustrating  it — "The  disciples  were  called  Chris- 
TL\Ns.''  Speaking  of  the  fish  in  New  Netherland  at  large, 
:.nd  con'-equently  comprehending  the  Connecticut,  he  ex- 
presses himself,  "  tiiere  is  alsa  in  some  places  salmon." — 
Extract  from  the  voyage  of  Hudson,  as  found  in  Purchas; 
"  they  saio  many  salmons,  and  mullets,  and  rays,  very  great" 
— the  third  of  September,  not  tlie  salmon  season.  De  Laet 
expresses  himself,  "  Hudson  also  testifies,  that  with  their 
seines  they  took  every  kind  of  river-lish  in  the  river,  also 
young  salmon  and  sturgeon."  The  Dutch,  whatever  may 
])e  the  true  name  of  the  fish  in  their  language,  always,  at 
k'ast  in  this  country,  call  the  trout,  Salmties,  little  salmon  ; 
and  they  were  doubtless  in  abundance  at  the  mouths  of  tlv^ 
large  streams  issuing  into  the  river.     Belknap,  and  as  zijact 


OK.  ( 


nEXSOx's   MEMOIR.  ISl 

appertaining  to  the  life  of  Hudson,  mention?,  "that,  in  sail- 
inv^  np  ihc  rivt-r,  he  found  it  abounding  -vvilh  fish,  and  among 
which  wore  [,n-eat  store  of  sahiion  ;"'  this  instance  of  a  h'ttlc 
uayidcriu^^  liowever  excepted,  we  must  do  the  reverend  bi- 
ographer the  justice,  that  in  the  main  lie  sticks  Ji/lij  close  to 
/lis  text ;  and  farther,  that  he  is  concise,  both  in  his  narra- 
tive and  in  his  refiections ;  and  if  he  possessed  the  san-;e 
quality  as  a  preacher,  perhaps  not  the  least  commendable 
in  him,  for  we  all  know  there  is  nothing  so  soon  opt  to  tire 
vs  as  a  long  sermon — I  preaching  against  long  preaching  ! 
Am  I  aware  my  practice  counter  to  my  precept,  and  tliat 
the  latter  of  little  effect  icithout  the  former  ?  I  yield  to  my 
own  admonition — I  close.  If  I  have  been  too  verbose,  our 
historian  has  provided  the  apology  for  me,  "  the  indefeasi- 
ble right  of  my  profession,  founded  on  immemorial  usage." 
If  I  have  said  much,  not  vwch  to  the  purpose,  I  prescribe  for 
the  same  privilege  here  also.  J\Iy  object,  as  already  de- 
clared, was  to  save  the  names  of  some  places  in  our  coun- 
try from  the  tooth  of  •nnsG-cating  time — that  the  memory 
of  them  will  now  be  perpetual,  I  am  not  entitled  even  to 
hope — let  it  cease  ;  slill  "  may  our  country  itself  be  per- 
petual." i\Iay  this  be  witli  me,  as  it  was  with  the  '*  illustri- 
ous and  excellent  person"  whom  1  cite,  "  amoxg  my  eximrinu 
WISHES." 


end  of  the  memoir. 
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The  Note?  "^-ere  chiefly,  ?ocn  aftr-r  the  publication  of  the  Memoik,  in  ISIT,  as 
will  be  perceived  from  \o.  I.,  and  others,  have  since  been,  and  those  denoted 
suppletory,  recently  interleaved,  in  manuscript,  facing  the  pages  containing  the- 
jjassa^TS  to  which  tney  refer.  No.  T.  itself,  however,  and  No.  II.,  having  a  ^-cn- 
erai  rt-ferenee'to  the  Memoir,  were  inserted  between  tli<:;  blank  leaves  preceding 
The  title-page. — Adc.  to  second  edition,  printed  in  1825. 
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ftuod  siini,  15110S  genus  hoc  niinimejuv.it,  utpote  plures' 
Culp^ri  d'gnos." 

\Mien  the  ^lemoir  was  read,  a  vote  of  thanks,  and  an  appointment  of  a  com- 
mittee to  obtain  a  copy  fir  publication,  followed,  as  matters  of  course.  In  con.<e- 
<]uence  of  my  absence  in  Albany  the  remainder  of  the  winter,  the  copy  was  not 
furnished  until  in  the  spring;  and,  from  intervening  occurrences,  the  publication 
was  further  delayed.  On  the  I2th  of  August,  the  publication  still  remain- 
ing to  be  commenced,  the  Society  passed  a  resolution  recalling  the  vote  of 
thanks,  unless  I  would  submit  the  JMemoir  to  a  committee,  to  expvn>xe 
from  it  in  their  discretion.  1  cannot  bring  myself  to  think  so  meanly  of  their 
understandings,  as  to  suppose  they  were  not  sensible,  at  tlie  time,  that  so  far 
from  acceding  to  the  proifer,  I  should  forbear  from  noticing  it,  further  than  in- 
stantly to  withdraw  myself  from  them.  I  mention,  in  the  Memoir,  "  that  the 
subject  furnishes  little  lo  please,  perhaps  less  to  instruct."  The  obno.xious  pas- 
sages have  never  been  specified  ;  circumstances,  however,  if  the  case  merited  it, 
could  be  mentioned,  from  which  it  might,  with  tolerable  certainty,  be  guessed 
they  were  among  those  designed  for  instruction.  It  obviously  ought  not  to  hn 
unflattering  lo  me  ;  they  have  been,  and  from  only  being  o?H-e  lieard,  when  reaii, 
remembered  and  pondered  for  a  full  half  year.  I  have  understood  it  is  held 
among  jihysicians,  that  the  longer  the  draught,  pill,  or  bolus  (and  my  Memoir, 
perhaps,  something  not  unlike  a  compound  of  all  three,)  is  retained,  the  better, 
it  elTect  is  finally  produced,  and  the  more  violent  the  effect,  tlie  more  they  con- 
clude the  drug  to  have  been  genuine. 

The  intent  of  the  above,  is  to  e.xplain  whence  the  publication  of  the  I\Iemoir, 
and  not  the  vote  of  thanks,  or  even  denoting  myself  a  member  of  the  Society. 
/  interleaved  a  few  copies  of  the  first  impression  of  it,  designed  (or  particular 
distribution,  with  notes,  in  manusciii<t  ;  none  of  them,  however,  as  will  be  per- 
ceived, tending  to  vary  the  import  of  a  single  sentence  in  the  te.xt,  which,  as  it 
is  to  be  my  Memorial,  must  ever  remain  the  s(>nie  as  read. 
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T;"  -Vf'.-Jjfr  i=  to  be  coufiJ^rod  a.=  a  piece  in  the  Iwtn  ;  and  t'le  sabjoct,  as 
J.T  )ie^:d,  Xamei, to  ser\e  only  "  as  i\v  warp  for  the  iiiterwovoii  woof;"  and,  to 
c'>:ii:ire  =ma!i  tbin:rs  with  areat,  in  the  famous  weavin^-iiiatth  of  old,  the  fair 
vvc'^^iers  had,  probably,  the  like  learp  : — "  Tlie  skill  of  the  godl>ess-o\e  appeared 
:-j  ih-  urjf :  and  the  four  lessons,  the  finish  of  tlie  work,  decided  her  victorious." 
J  trjct  there  will  not  be  found  in  my  jiiece  a  lesson,  whether  as  stmtimcnt,  and 
rot  JMt  ;  or,  as  hint  or  hit,  and  not  fair. 

Tnere  is  always  an  understood  limit  to  the  time  allowed  for  discourse?,  Iiow- 
ever  variously  denominated,  to  be  read  before  a  society,  or  other  assembiu'^e  of 
jKjTioris  convened  for  the  occasion  ;  hence,  as  lo  sundry  subjects,  comprised  in 
in.-  LT'-neral  one,  I  was  restricted  to  mere  instances,  or  examples,  to  aid  ns  inti- 
i.;.T.i.jn5  to  others  diSjiosed  to  a  further  or  more  particular  inquiry  ;  in  short,  but 
V.  i:h  n.  savins;  from  the  imputations  of  a  vanity  in  :lie  first  expression  in  the 
frcnience,  I  had  to  make  it  a  mullum  in  parvo. 

No.  III.— Page  80. 

FroTii  the  passatjes  cited  from  De  Laet  and  Van  Der  Donck,  and  from  others, 
relative  to  it,  briefly  interspersed  through  the  pages,  and  although  some  are  not 
cr.itions,  stdl  none  wholly  svithout  warrant,  may  be  collected  the  history  of  the 
dij.'overy  of  the  country  by  the  Dutch,  and  tfie  occupancy  and  settlement  of  ic 
by  them,  at  least  as  much  of  it,  very  probably,  as  is  worth  research. 

No.  IV.— Page  &3. 

Petkcs  Stutve'ant  wr.s  the  last  of  the  Governors  of  the  Colony,  under  tlie 
))itc!i.  He  arrived  in  1G47,  and  the  records  of  his  adniini:^tration  are  duly 
entire  to  serve  as  proof  of  character.  He  was  of  the  profession  of  arms,  arid  Ind 
lo?t  a  limb  in  the  service;  and  hence  the  Indians,  at  times,  in  contumely,  called 
him  ll^ojden-le'j;, — he  beins:  their  dread,  not  unlike  them.  His  skill  or  e.\pe- 
rienoe,  and  peculiarly  his  military  hibits,  must  have  stood  him  in  very  benefi- 
cial E'ead  in  his  comm-^.nd  here  ;  being  incessantly  vexed  with  the  maraadina 
clans  of  the  ]\Iohegan  t"fimily — their  homes  then  still  adjacent  to  the  Hudson  and 
Raritan,  and  intermediate  waters.  Let  a  few  instances  sufi'ice:— At  one  time, 
and  within  a  tew  weeks  after  a  treaty  of  amity  with  them,  seven  hundred  landed 
at  the  town,  early  in  the  mo/ning,  without  notice,  armed  with  bows  and  arrows  ; 
toward  tlie  close  of  the  dny,  they  became  disorderly  ;  and  on  the  cry  of  murder, 
the  inhabitants  immediately  betook  themselves  to  their  aims,  and  compelled 
tliem  to  re-embark  and  retire,  with  the  loss  of  three  of  their  number  killed  ;  two 
of  the  whites  were  killed.  At  another  time,  they  made  an  irruption  into  the 
i^ntlement,  the  site  of  tlie  present  town  of  llergen,  burnt  the  houses,  killed  a 
number  of  the  inha'aiants,  and  carried  off  one  hundred  of  them  prisoners. 
A^aiii,  while  he  was  .'d.sent,  occupied  in  reducini:  the  Swedish  fortress  on  the 
D.laware,  nine  hundred  crossed  the  river,  landed  at  Spuytenduyvel  C-eck, 
to'ik  post  there,  and  re;nained  until  they  were  apprised  that  he  had  returned. 
Again,  nine  hund.''ed  intrud'.-d  into  the  town,  but,  perceiving  the  inha!)itants  pre- 
pared to  receive  them,  they,  after  a  stay  of  a  few  hours,  went  off.  Orders  of  the 
f,Mvernment,  during  the  jieriod,  "  forbidding  the  skippers  to  sail  on  the  river, 
unles-s  in  companies  of  three,  or  at  least  two,  yachts  well  armed  ;  and  the  in- 
habitants to  be  on  their  guard  asrninst  the  Indians,  and  patrole  during  divine 
frvice,  I'cr  rices."  The  clai.ms  of  his  neiLjhbors  on  the  east,  the  white?  of  Xev,- 
Kn;;;and,  were  a  source  of  disquietude  and  perplexity  to  him.  In  one  of  his 
ieitc-rs  to  his  principals,  the  U'est  India  Company,  cited  by  our  historian,  he  ex- 
presses himself:  '■  You  imagine  the  troubles  in  Ln'j:!and  will  prevent  any  att-'inp: 
on  tliese  pans  ;  alas  I  they  are  ten  to  one  in  number  to  us  ;  and  are  nbn-,  witli- 
out  any  assistance,  to  deprr.e  us  of  the  country  wheii  they  please;  and  ilieir 
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demands,  encroachments,  and  usurpations,  give  the  people  great  concern, — the 
riu'lit  to  both  rivers,  by  purchase  and  p^'.-session,  bein:j;our  own,  without  dispute." 
This  indicates  not  only  his  suspicions,  but  a  settled  apprehension  in  him,  t!tat 
they  meditated,  ultimately,  to  wrest  troni  the  Dutch  the  whole  of  their  poss-.'.s- 
iions  here  ;  and  the  diiiiculty  of  his  situation  was  increased  by  the  reflection, 
that]  the  case  apparently  admitted  of  no  rule  of  compromise  or  concessions. 
Indeed,  if  there  were,  he  had  little  to  hope  from  good  disposition  in  them;  on 
the  contrary,  in  the  correspondence  between  him  and  them,  they  coarsely,  and 
as  if  with  design  to  anger,  apply  the  npiicliaiion  ol  iiityudeys  to  the  Dutch  ;  he, 
however,  hesitated  not  a  moment  to  retort  it  on  them  in  terms.  The  Connecti- 
cut men  at  one  time  charged  him,  not  only  with  instigating  the  Indians  to  it, 
but  even  witli  an  intended  personal  aj^cncy  as  an  accomplice  with  ihem,  in  a 
plot  to  massacre  all  the  whites  in  their  colony,  and  the  writer  of  their  history 
gives  the  outrageous  calumny  as  a  fact  in  his  narrarive.  They  certainly  ought, 
at  least,  to  have  supposed  for  him  that  he  had  read  his  Bible,  and  heeded  its  con- 
tents ;  so  that  "  before  going  to  make  war  against  thenij  he  would  have  sat 
down  and  consulted,  wh.eiher  he  were  able,  with  his  One,  to  meet  them  coming 
against  him  with  their  Ten."  The  Director,  or  Governor,  and  his  Council, 
were  n  court  ot  justice  in  the  last  resort ;  and  in  criminal  cases,  highly  penal,  they 
had  both  oriirinal  and  exclusive  jurisdiction.  It  was  not  unusual  with  theui, 
■when  diiTering.  to  give  their  opinions  seriatim,  and  in  writing,  and  which  were 
entered  at  large  in  their  journal.  Those  by  Stuyvesant,  show  him  to  have  been 
dehhercte  and  imiiariia!  in  his  inquiries,  distinct  in  his  perceptions,  and  by  no 
means  uninformed  respecting  the  principles  ofcriminal  jurispruilence.  Undaunt- 
ed— firm  ;  n^ver  abating  of  steadfastness  in  his  purposes  ;  vi^'ilant,  not  a 
moment  without  heed  :  and  unceasing  in  his  care  for  the  protection,  and  other- 
wise for  the  wellare  of  those  in  charge  to  him.  His  administration,  perhaps  his 
lite  throughout,  at  no  time  at  variance  with  just  principle  and  sound  sense.  In 
fine,  the  whole  of  the  duties  of  the  trust,  and  the  whole  of  his  character  consider- 
ed, it  may  be  questioned  whether  the  chief  magistracy,  among  us,  has  ever  been 
coiihded  to  an  uidividual  more  adequate  to  it,  or  of  more  worth. 

No.  v.— Page  91. 

That  the  French,  instead  of  landing  at  Mallebarre,  to  abide  there,  or  pursuing 
their  voyage  farther,  f/tiZ  discern  it  more  elifrible  to  return  to  Port  Royal,  and,  so 
di«:erning,  d!il  return-,  to  be  ascribei!  to  Pnn-iihncc,  to  the  De:tv  ;  such  His 
piiipiisp,  and  the  injnd  and  will  of  man  subservient  to  it.  What  this  doctrine  ? 
May  it  not  challenge  denial  ?     U  udmiXled,  what  not  the  conclusion  1 

■  ,:  .     .  •  '  .      '■  •.■       No.  VL— Page  91.    '     - 

The  present  Constitution^-for  the  thitherto  receiveil  ]Mst  federal  exposition  of 
it,  as  to  the  finfreignti/  of  the  State  'Governments  in  their  reiaiiun  lo  the  soie-" 
TeisiHii  of  the  General  Government ;  the  following  extract  from  a  note  from  the 
Conuiii-sioners  on  the  part  of  IS'ew  York  to  tiiose  on  the  part  of  New  Jersey,  in 
the  conferences  between  them,  l!r07,  relative  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  nudson,_ 
where  it  flows  between  the  two  States.  New  .lersey,  insistiiiL'  as  one  ground  ot 
claim  to  it,  to  the  miduie  of  the  channel  ;  New  York,  having  always  exercised  it  to 
the  shore  on  the  New  Jersey  side — that  she  was  an  independent  *n-pre(S'«  State. 
The  extract: — "New  Jer.^ey  was  always  an  independent  sovereign  State,  as 
against  New  York,  both  de  facto  and  de  jure  ;  and,  on  the  principle  of  the 
American  Revolution,  she  was  always  so  de  jure,  as  against  Great  Britam,  wiili 
this  exception,  that  the  Prince  possessing  the  British  crown  for  the  time  being, 
was  her  «overtign,  entitled  to,  and  exerci-ing,  the  like  powers  and  prerogatives 
as  in  Great  Britain  ;  .'aid  of  consequence,  in  wliom  the  supreme  executive  power 
was  vested,  and  to  whom,  as  {}05Sessing  especially  the/tc/u/ powers,  as  they  are 
eoiiietimes   te;ii;edj  the  powers  of  peace  and  icar,  the  duty  cf  allegiance  v.as 
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d'^e  ;  with  whose  concarreiit  aijency  in  Ucr  legislature,  she  coi'lJ  "  raise  arniif?, 
maintain  nuvies,  re;juhts  eoioinc-i'c  anj  iiav;,^;;!iori,  hiy  and  collect  tiuties  on 
imports  anil  exporu.  anj  inun-j'^e  on  vccsels,  natnniiise  foieifrners,  coiti  nionic!>.'' 
;nJ  assert  and  viadicatc  iicr  rijihis  as  to  her  Lc>ur.J>'.t;<;s,  aiiJ  \>^hicli  she  actii:il,y 
ti.J,  33  to  her  northern  botmdr.rics.  Except  the  liisi,  however,  all  the  rurhis  or 
pcwt-rs  here  enurcerattd,  tiie  indicia  of  sovereiguiy,  site  has,  equally  with  tlic 
Plate  of  New  Ycrk  and  every  O'her  State  in  the  Union,  delcgnted  or  ceded  li> 
the  general  sovereignty  of  the  Uiii'cd  States,  and  js  now  pcrhupd  more  to  be 
likened  to  a  corporation  wi:h  cerlain  povvers,  none  more  plenary  than  that  of 
l.fe  and  d.aih  for  bieactes  of  her  o-.vn  internal  peace  ;  and  w  no  oiher'Aise  m- 
<ief<ndeiu,  than  a?  she  holds  such  ziowers  indepenJe-.it  of  the  general  sovcriiciKVi 
but  still,  in  a  scn5e,  a:  the  will  of  the  iegis.i attires  or  eoaventions  of  tliree-iu'jri:-.3 
of  the  States." 

'Ncrz—Siipplctory  (c  ih?  abcrc.  ' 

The  legislature  of  Virginia;  Februar;',  1786,  proposed  to  the  States  a  Conven- 
tion of  Commi?;;ioncrs,  to  meet  at  At.napolis,  in  Maryland,  in  Septemoer,  ••  to 
consider  how  far  an  uniforni  system,  n  their  cummerrial  intercourse  and  reizul'i- 
lions,  niieht  be  necessarv-  to  their  common  interest  and  permanent  hnrmunv  j 
and  to  report  an  act  relative  to  this  ^reat  object,  which,  witen  ratiticd,  would 
enable  the  United  States  in  Consrrsss  assembled,  effectually  to  provide  for  t!:r, 
same."  The  measure  being  approved,  the  legislature  of  this  State  appuiiueu  liicir 
Commissioners,  3Iessrs.  JJuane.Ganssvoort,  R.  C.  Livingston,  Hamilton,  and  inc. 
^Ir.  Gansevoort  wholly  declined  the  appointment  ;  and,  when  the  time  for  the 
Convention  to  assemble  approached,  iNIr.  Dunne  gave  notice  to  his  colleagues  of 
indisposition,  and  Mr.  Livmgsfon  of  a  probable  detention  by  business  for  some 
days,  at  least.  I  was  attorney- general,  and,  at  the  time,  in  Albany,  atteiidiii:; 
the  Supreme  Court,  and  it  became  doubtful  whether  the  public  business  wmild 
not  detain  me.  A  cr.sual  conversation  between  the  late  I\Ir.  Justice  llobart  and 
me,  the  intended  Convention  the  subjf-ct,  terminated  in  a  conclusion  that  i!ie 
present  opportunity  lor  obtaining  h  Convention  to  revise  the  whole  of  our  mcHJc 
or  s/item  of  oe.nekal  government,  by  confederation  or  league,  ought  not  to  he 
piiffcred  to  pass  ;  that  I  should  consign  over  the  business  of  the  court  to  some 
friend  to  conduct  it  for  me  ;  proceed  to  New  York,  and  communicate  to  Mr. 
Hamilton  what  had  passed  between  us;  which  I  did,  and  he  instantly  cnneur- 
t'.ng,  we  set  cut  for  Annapolis,  where  v.e  found  Commissioners  from  New  Jersey, 
Ptnnsylvanin,  Delaware,  and  Virginia.  Here  the  same  being  substantially  re- 
peated, and  there  being  the  like  instantaneous  concurrence,  a  comtnitiee  was 
appointed  to  prepare  an  adJreso  to  the  States,  which  was  reported  and  airteed 
to  ;  tho  whole  in  the  course  cf  not  exc.'eding  three  or  four  days,  and  we  separat- 
ed. The  draft  was  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  although  noi  formally  one  of  the  comniit- 
tee.  It  is  to  be  found  printed  in  Carey's  American  i\Iuseum  for  April,  17^7  J 
and  concludes  "  with  a  suggestion  by  the  Co.mmissioners,  with  the  most  respect- 
I'ul  deference,  of  their  sincere  conviction,  that  it  might  essentially  tend  to  ad- 
vance the  interest  of  ilie  Union,  if  the  States,  by  whom  they  had  been  respec- 
tively delegated,  would  concur  themselves,  and  use  endeavors  to  procure  tho 
concurrence  of  the  other  States,  in  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  to  meet 
at  Philadelphia,  on  the  seconil  .Alonday  in  May,  to  take  into  consideration  thi- 
fituatioii  of  the  United  States,  ar.d  to  devise  such  farther  provisions  as  should 
appear  to  ihein  necessary  to  render  the  Conetitution  of  the  Federal  Governnieiu 
adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the  Union."  la  this  entitled  to  be  viewed  as  the 
origin  of  the  p.eseiit  Constitution  ? 

No.  Vn.— Page  9G. 

We  have  Milton  for  it,  tliat  Sir  He  was  expressly  "  formed  for  ccntcmpi.iiioti 
nnd  valour:"  has  not  Lady  Siit-,  as  ol'ten  as  she  has  chosen  it,  shown  herself 
with  her  "  softness  ai;d  grace/'  as  potently  endowed  { 
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No.  VIII.— Page  102. 
'•  Homo  sum,  humani  nihil  s.  me  alicnuin  puto." 

I  nm  n  Dutchman,  and  so  think  nothing  which  concerns  the  Dutcli,  of  uncor.' 
CTii  10  ine. 

Note  to  a  sermon,  in  commemoration  of  the  landing  of  the  New  En.'lanil 
J'ilgrinis,  delivered  22d  December,  1S20,  by  John  Chester,  pastor  of  the  second 
Presbyterian  church,  in  Albany  : — 

"  It  seems  to  be  admitted,  that  the  captain  of  tlie  ship  had  been  bribed,  by 
some  interested  persons,  to  land  them  far  north  of  the  place  they  intendeiL- 
After  they  had  found  Cape  Cod,  they  would  have  gone  to  the  Hudson,  but  tlie 
captain  would  not  proceed,  and,  in  a  short  time,  the  severity  of  the  season  made 
it  impossible." 

I  presume  it  will  be  conceded  to  me,  that  the  passages  in  the  IMemoir,  from 
the  liistoriographer  of  Connecticut,  were  utterly  unentitled  to  be  otherwise 
noticed  than  they  were  ;  but  the  Discourse  to  which  the  note,  tlie  subject  of  the 
present  notes  to  the  Memoir,  is  attached,  bespeaking  the  preacher  as  possessino;, 
with  ingenuousness  of  disposition,  and  courtesy  of  manners,  a  corrt-ct,  cultivated 
mind,  a  charge  from  hisn  is  not  to  pass  as  unmeritiiig  to  be  regarded.  The 
answer,  however,  will  not  be  labored.  It  will  consist  wholly  of  extracts  from 
Neal's  History  of  New  England,  172:2,  and  Hutchinson's  History  of  the  Colony 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  ITCO,  wliich,  with  the  inferences  they  will  theinselves 
pusrijcst,  and  a  few  I  may,  fur  the  greater  certainty,  intimate,  will,  I  coulide, 
sutfice  to  undeceive  him. 

E.\tr:icts  from  Neal : — "  On  the  5th  Au;;ust,  1620,  both  ships,  the  Speedwell, 
of  GU  tons,  and  ilie  I\Iay  Flower,  of  130  tuns,  sailed  in  company  from  Southamp- 
ton fjr  New  England,  but  before  they  got  to  the  Land's  End,  captain  Reynolds, 
master  of  the  Speed^vell,  complained  that  his  ship  was  so  leaky  that  he  durst 
not  venture  out  to  sea  in  her.  Upon  which,  they  put  into  Dartmouth  to  have 
her  caulked.  They  then  put  to  sea  a  second  time,  but  when  they  had  sailed 
about  luO  leagues,  Mr.  Reynolds  alarmed  the  passengers  again,  telling  them  he 
should  certainly  founder  at  sea  if  he  held  on  the  voyage.  So  both  ships  put 
back  again  into  Plymoath,  and  the  Speedwell  was  dismissed,  as  unfit  for  the 
voya:;e.  The  whole  company,  being  about  120,  were  now  stosved  in  one  ship, 
v.liich  sailed  out  of  Plymouth  on  the  Cth  of  September,  and  at'ier  a  long  and 
dangerous  voyage,  they  fell  in  with  the  land  at  Cajie  Cod,  on  the  Dth  of  Novem- 
ber foliowiii^'.  Here  they  refreshed  themselves  about  halt  a  day  ;  then  tacked  to 
the  southward  for  Hudson's  river  ;  but  IVlr.  Jones,  the  muster,  had,  it  seems,  been 
Iribeil  by  liie  JLjllnndcrs  to  carry  them  more  to  the  north,  the  Dutch  intending 
tiiemsclves  to  take  possession  of  these  parts,  r,s  they  did  some  time  iit'ier.  Instead, 
therefore,  of  putting  out  to  sea,  he  entangled  among  dangerous  shoals  and  break- 
er.'*, where,  meeting  with  a  storm,  the  ship  was  driven  back  again  to  the  Cape  ; 
upoa  which  they  put  into  tlie  harbor,  and  resolved,  considering  the  season  of  the 
year,  to  attempt  a  settlement  tliere,  and  not  proceed  forward  to  the  river." 
After  speaking  of  the  attempt,  by  Sir  Riciiard  Grenville,  to  plant  a  colony  at 
Roanoke  Island,  in  loco,  and  which  liiialiy  filled,  he  concludes  the  passage,  that 
"several  other  attemfits  were  m;  de  in  the  Queen's  time  toward  a  seulemeiu  in 
these  parus,  but  they  all  miscarried." 

Extracts  from  Hutehinson: — "  Gosnold,  an  Englishman,  made  a  voyage,  in 
1CU2,  to  that  part  of  North  America  since  called  New  England,  and  landed  on 
the  eastern  coast,  in  about  43  degrees  north  latitude,  and  it  i.s  not  certam  any 
European  had  been  t'.iere  before  him.  '•  He  landed  on  one  of  the  Elizabeth 
Islands,  and  gave  ihem  that  name,  in  honor  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  built  a  fort, 
and  intended  a  settlement  on  ti.c  island  or  on  the  continent  near  it,  but  could 
not  persuade  his  people  to  rem.iin  there,  and  they  all  returned  to  England  beibre 
winter."  "  King  James,  in  16()G,  claiming  tht-  territory,  by  the  discovery  of  the 
Cabots,  granted  all  the  continent  of  North  America,  from  li-l  to  -ii)  degrees, 
which  he  divided  into  two  colonies,  viz;  the  snutiiern,  or  Virginia,  to  certain 
merchants  of  London  ;  and  tiie  northern,  or  New  E:igiund,  to  begin  at  the  40:ii 
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de?ree."  "  Popham  and  others,  patentees  of  the  northern  colony,  began  a  set- 
jlt-rnent  at  Saijadoc:  and  the  next  year  those  whicli  survived  the  winter,  return- 
ed to  Enjiand,  iheir  desii^n  of  a  plantation  beiiii^  at  an  end."  "  Whether  Britain 
would  liave  had  any  colonies  in  America  at  lliisdiy,  it  relis^ion  had  not  been 
the  praad  ind  icern>;nt,  is  doubiful.  One  hundred  and  twenty  years  had  passed 
from  the  discovery  of  the  northern  continent  by  tlie  Cabots,  without  successtul 
attempts;  and  after  repeated  attempts  had  failed,  it  see;ned  less  probable  that 
any  should  imderiake  such  an  aUdir,  than  it  would  have  been  if  no  such  attempt 
had  ever  been  made." 

"  PtusEcuTioN-  drove  one  Mr.  Robinson  and  his  Church  from  Encdand  to  Hol- 
land." '■  In  1G17,  they  began  to  ttiink  of  removing  to  America."  "  The  Dntrh 
labored  tu  p-:rsuade  them  to  so  to  Ihuhons  rh-er,  and  nettle  under  their  il'eFt 
India  Comintny,  but  they  had  not  lost  their  affections  for  the  English,  and 
chose  to  be  under  their  government  and  protection."  "  Some  of  the  ciiiefs  of 
them  addre.?sed  the  Kina;,  to  tyrant  them  liberty  in  relision,  under  the  great  seal, 
which  he  refu-ed."     "  They  laid  aside  the  design  for  that  year." 

"In  1619,  they  renewed  their  apiilication,  and  resolved  to  venture,  though  they 
could  not  have  a  special  grant  from  the  KinL',  of  liberty  of  conscience."  "  In  July, 
HJ'2Q,  the  principal  of  them  went  over  to  South  Hampton,  where  the  ships  were 
ready  to  take  them  on  board."  "  They  sailed  the  beginning  of  August,  but  were 
obliged  repeatedly  to  put  back,  and  leave  one  of  their  ships  behind,  with  part  of 
their  company,  at  last." 

"  They  intended  for  Hudson's  river,  or  the  coast  near  it,  but  the  Dutch  had 
bribed  </ie/r  ;>i7o/,  and  he  carried  tliem  farther  northward,  so  that  they  fell  in 
about  Cape  Cod,  and  arrived  in  that  harbor  the  11th  November."  "  The  harbor 
is  good,  but  the  country  is  sandy  and  barren.  This  was  discouraging,  but  it  was 
too  late  to  pat  to  sea  agai.a."  Extracts  from  Hutchinson,  in  continuation  : — "  I 
think  I  may,  v>-ith  singular  propriety ,  call  their  lives  a  pilgrimage, '  tantuin  religio 
potuit  suadere.' "'  "  It  was  about  the  8th  or  9th  jNovember,  before  they  made  the 
coast  of  America,  and,  falling  more  to  the  northward  than  they  intended,  they 
made  another  attempt  to  sail  farther  southward,  but  meeting  with  contrary 
winds  and  hazardou.s  shoals,  they  were  glad  to  put  into  the  harbor  of  Capi-  Cod, 
determined  to  winter  in  t!ie  ir.nst  convenient  place  they  coul  1  tiiid.  Tliis  di-!;;p- 
pointmcnt  was  grievous  to  them  ;  but,  before  the  spring,  they  considered  it  a^  a 
favorable  providence  ;  they  were  so  reduced  in  the  winter  by  sickness  ati'i  death, 
they  supposed  they  must  have  fallen  a  prey  to  the  Indians  on  Hudson's  river, 
where  they  proposed  to  begin  a  colony." 

"The  master,  or  pilot,  it  is  said,  bribed  by  the  Dutch  West  India  Company, 
had  engaged,  at  all  events,  not  to  lanil  them  at  Hudson's  River,  but  they  wee 
determined  on  it,  and  earlier  in  the  year  he  would  iiave  found  it  dillicult  to  have 
diverted  them."  "  The  whole  nuniLier,  exclusive  of  mariners,  amounted  to  101  ; 
about  one  fourth  heads  of  families,  and  the  rest,  wives,  children,  and  servants." 
"  They  carne  out  to  seek  a  vacuum  domicilium,  (a  favourite  expression,)  in  some 
part  of  tlie  globe  where  they  would,  according  to  their  own  apprehension,  be  free 
from  the  control  of  Euro[iean  power." 

I  assume  it,  that,  from  these  extracts,  there  is  sufficient,  as  between  the  English 
and  the  other  European  powers,  for  the  intendment  of  a  dereliction  by  them, 
previous  to  the  voyage  of  Hudson,  of  whatever  risjht  had  accrued  by  the  disco- 
very of  the  Cabots,  at  least  as  it  respects  tlie  territory  westward  trom  Elizabeth 
Islands  to  the  Delaware,  and  the  present  purpose  requires  no  more,  and  conse- 
quently the  occupancy  of  the  Dutch,  rightful. 

The  Idstorians  iarnish  no  nntliority  for  the  charge  of  the  bribe,  nor  even  an  in- 
timation how  this  "  thing  of  darkness  was  brought  to  light."  The  two  ca()tain->, 
doubtless,  bet'ure  their  departure  from  Southampton,  agreed  on  a  rendezvous  on 
the  coast,  in  the  event  of  .«eparatirig  on  the  passsfjc  ;  hence  they  must  abbe  have 
been  "  participants  in  the  crime."  One  of  them  linally  staid  behind.  l>id  h'-.  lo 
disburthen  his  con.»cience,  disclose  it,  and  to  show  the  sincerity  ol^  his  contrition, 
disburden  himself  of  his  share  of  the  recompense  for  it?  Tlie  voyage  laid  aside, 
always  a  return  of  premium, — indeed,  may  it  not  be  a=ked,  whetiier   tlie  narra- 
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i:ve,  \r.  rcferonre  to  ;.".fc  faoi,  :'->e  al't-gert  corriiplion  U  reconciioaMe  with  iL*?:f 
taroajaoiif.  The  passri;-;  expressed,  ''that  they  came  out  to  seek  a  rafMiim 
tijHtifUiii'n  ir.  some  part  of  ihe  glybe  vhnre  tbity  wdulJ,  according  to  their  own 
r-pprc"ue.i«:ons,  b«:  fice  hern  the  cniiiio,'  of  Iviropean  power,"  certainiy  nifriis 
rtcuhar  notice,  end  in  my  view  of  it,  ujay  tc-ve  satisfaciorilj-  for  'xe  intVrvnee 
that  these  justly  siyUd  Pii/nuMS.meiiioiious  beyond  eommendaiio.i,  lorso.^k  iheir 
homes  without  retienting,  and  not  unnaiiir:>i.,  "  distressed  -od  perplexed  as  thfy 
wers  on  every  sic^e,"  there  was  no  such  refutre,  as  th«y  sought  to  be  tound  iiere, 
a  space  unclaimed.  unoccu!)ied  and  exempt  from  metropolititn  control  and  intol- 
erance, for  that  thfir  soverei^'n  had  already  granted  the  whole  of  liie  coast,  witlj 
eitensive  sdjacenl  territory,  to  their  f«llov.'  saKjects,  the  patentees,  tiie  merchants 
of  London,  or  the  nicrcr.E'.ts  of  Piymoi  J,  inentioned  by  Ilutchinson,  so  tliat 
when  they  j'arted  front  me  shores  of  the  one  continent,  it  was  with  no  other  than 
a  general  destination  to  i..-a'?h  those  of  the  other  by  the  most  direct  course  the 
winds  should  psrmi:  ;  and  •dssurediy  we  mi'st  presurtie  for  them,  they  were  whol- 
ly unaware  that  the  iti-i  i;it  they  landed,  icith  intent  (o  possess,  they  were,  by 
the  law  wliich  necessarily  followed  tiieni,  to  be  declared  tresfpassers  oa  the  pro- 
perty of  oilieis. 

No.  IX.— Page  10 1. 

Perhaps  what  is  already  found  in  the  te.xt  of  the  Memoir,  on  the  sn'njf'et  to 
which  this  note  relates,  iniijht  be  deemed  sufficient  whence  to  collect  the  whole 
of  the  character  of  the  Dutch  Colonists  ;  (or,  if  not  too  far  fetcned.  may  not  stabit,- 
ITV,  and  c.'-pcrially  as  it  regards  communities,  be  considered  so  the  crrcater,  na 
necessarily  to  contain  or  i'.iply,  every  other  quality,  however  estimable,  as  the 
les.«!.  But  it  having  been  in'imated  that,  although  there  is  suiiicient,  and  possi- 
bly some  may  think  ccn  to  spare,  as  to  the'"  cities,"  the  abodes  of  the  "  men," 
the  inhabitants  ;  still  that  a  modicum  more  as  to  their  "manners,"  would  not 
come  amiss  ;  hence  the  ft-w  foliovvin^  para2;raphs.  The  distinction  between  the 
two  classes,  under  the  dci;ree  of  knighthood,  and  to  borrow  the  English  terms 
whereby  to  denote  them  [gentlemen,  or  those  entitled  to  bear  arms,  to  show  de- 
scent, and  yeomen,  pievailjd  in  Holland,  not  less  than  elsewhere  tliroughout 
Europe,  at  the  period  of  tiic  settlement  of  the  country  by  the  Dutch  ;  with  an 
e.xception,  therefore,  of  those  who  came  over  in  public  trust,  and  a  few  more, 
still  capable  to  trace  their  family  to  a  colony  original  of  note  or  condition,  the 
others,  jienerally,  husbandti. en,  mechanics,  or  traders;  and  therefore,  probably 
not  more  than  one,  in  some  scores,  a  gentleman,  in  its  sense  as  deiined,  and  so 
no  other  nnc^stn/  to  boast,  than  honest  parentnje.  It  may  be  perceived  from 
The  te.xt  of  the  Memoir,  thnt  I  have  not  an  opinion  widely  dilFerent  as  to  the 
Kngliih  colonists — "that  hnvever /aM/^/?»'s  their  lives  and  fidelitij,  su\l  as  to 
race  and  revenue,  both  oiikc plebeian,  and  not  more  o(  nobilitiy  in  the  one  tha:i 
the  other."' 

Xecrro  slavery,  common  at  the  time,  to  all  the  Colonies  on  our  continent, 
whichsoever  of  the  European  States  tiie  metri^politan — so  tar,  perhaps,  in  exten- 
uation. A  milder  form  of  it  than  among  the  Dutch  of  New  Netherlands,  scarcely 
to  be  imT^nned.  The  power  of  the  master  to  punish,  understood  not  to  exceed 
moderate  correction  by  stripes.  Where  a  handicraft,  there  in  the  same  workshop  ; 
where  a  husbandman,  there  in  the  same  iield — the  slave  merely  a  fellow  laborer 
with  the  master,"  t'ultillin:;  only  the  like  task," — always  partakin<r,  and  alike  with- 
out glint,  of  tiie  same  fare,  the  fruit  of  their  joint  earnings.  Still  he  was  a  slave, 
fuhjfct  to  tl'.c  icHl  of  another,  his  follow  man  ;  and  assignable  as  the  "  beast, 
born  to  bear  labor;"'  and  surely  not  among  the  least  of  the  mercies  calling  for 
praise  ;.  it  has  been  given  to  us  in  these  latter  days  to  see  the  injustice  of  the  bon- 
dage. It  can  hardly  be  said  of  the  Dutch,  they  were  laborious — a  more  qualltied 
term  wiil  suit  better — they  were  diligent  ;  at  no  time  wholly  idle  ;  on  tiie  con- 
trary, constant  and  per.scvering  ;  whatever  bep-tin  always  sure  to  finish  it,  ani 
nothing  ever  .-flighted — rilways  to  finish  and  never  to  sliglit:  not  a  little  of  con- 
cu:n;tant  character  iainlicl  in  it,  and  certainly  the  discretion"  when  intending  to 
Luild,  of  settiiiiT  down  lirst  and  counting  the  cost." 
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I'hch  women,  truly  assiduous  in  v.liat  appertained  to  tliem  ;  ^s-itnesa  the  we!! 
kneaded  loaf,  tlinn  which,  a  not  more  certain  sign  of  housewifery  :  and  adepts  in 
draiirinu;  therefore  cxo'liintr  peciiliariy  in  the  dairy;  hence  ihe  well  wrought 
rolls,  the  companion  of  the  loaf;  hr-nd  and  butter,  the  hotcr-ham  of  Holland,, 
coiiitiiutin^,  accordiimly,  the  cnater  proportion  of  the  solid  food  of  the  family. 

The  Dutch  were  upri^rhi  oikI  un.'::-^iu;5ed  in  all  their  intercourse,  and  b.ence, 
the  confidence  anion^'  ihem  with  each  other,  entire.  They  were  frui^al.  Here, 
possibly,  we  may  hesitate  to  commend  miuualitiedly.  Labor  is  life,  the  absence 
c(it,  the  absence  of  life  ;  no  limit,  therefore,  to  acquisition. 

The  more  knowled;/e,  the  more  tlie  means  of  happiness;  the  more  wealth,  the 
more  the  means  of  knowledge.  This  is  earning,  but  the  lesson  to  «ai;e,  is  to  be 
practised  with  great  caution,  from  its  almost  inevitable  tendency  to  the  excess 
of  it,  the  habit  to  hoard.  The  prodicrnl  may  be  reclaimed  from  "tca^te,"  but 
we  h.-ive  no  instance  warranting  hop'j  ofthe/Hz«er.  That  the  Dutch -Colonists 
should  be  distant  and  reserved  to  strangers,  and  more  so  if  dilkring  from  them 
in  language,  would  scarcely  be  to  be  censured  in  them  ;  they  were,  however, 
wholly  free  from  incivility  or  rudeness  ;  and  certainly  not  wanting  in  hospitality. 
The  poor,  and  "especially  those  of  the  household  of  faith,"  indigent  communi- 
cants, maintained  by  the  congregation  ;  and  duly  mindlul  of  the  apostolic  injunc- 
tion, the  Sunday  gatherincrs  for  them  couti?iued  to  the  present  day.  A  remiss- 
ness, it  must  be  acknowled>jed,  in  them  ;  no  provision  for  the  education  of  their 
youth.  The  prevalence  of  their  lanL'uaL'e,  for  a  great  length  of  time,  even  alter 
the  surrender  of  the  Colony  to  the  EuLilisii,  and  their  blauiewordiy  attachment 
to  it,  were  impediments  to  be  left  to  time  to  remove;  and  to  which  may  be 
added,  that,  prior  to  the  close  of  the  war,  in  1763,  comparatively  few  strangers 
of  British  birth  came  to  reside  here.  It  was  from  a  necessit)/,  imposed  on  the 
New  England  Colonists,  but  assuredly  not  detracting  from  the  merit  of  it,  to 
train  and  rear,  from  among  themselves,  those  who  should  be  qualified  to  contend 
for  the  faith,  held,  by  them,  the  same  "  once  delivered  to  the  saints."  Not  so 
with  the  Dutch.  Their  removal  hither,  wholly  spontaneous;  the  sole  induce- 
ment, sain  either  as  traders  or  cultivators.  Their  clergy,  accordingly,  during  the 
period  alluded  to,  natives  of  Holland,  and  there  educated.  At  the  same  time  it 
ought  to  be  mentioned  to  their  credit,  that  their  first  care,  ai'ter  providing  for 
their  own  immediate  safety  and  subsistence,  v.-as  to  form  themselves  into  con- 
gregations, build  churches,  and  call  ministers. 

The  call  always  adclrcssed  to  the  Classi.s  of  Amsterdam,  the  churches  in  the 
colonies  being  considered  as  confided  to  their  rule  and  care.  The  Dutch  clergy 
being  diligent  as  catec hists,  the  doctrinesof  the  mother  Church  have  through  the 
successive  generations,  continued  to  be  taught  with  wndeviating  iidelity  and  pu- 
rity;  and  on  a  marriage,  and  as  an  article  of  indispensable  garnishment  in  the 
liouse,  the  folio  Bible  was  procured,  literally  in  hoards,  nnd  with  clasps  of  brass 
corrcspotsdently  stout;  atid  reading  it  in  tlie  family,  the  usual  Sunday  evening 
employment,  and,  with  the  text,  always  the  marginal  notes,  oceup)  ing  the  greater 
portion  of  the  page.s;  and  still  to  be  resorted  to  as  a  just  comment.  They  were 
temperate.  Indeed,  and  in  a  word,  it  may  safely  be  said  of  them,  they  were 
without  rire ;  and  periiaps,  peculiarly  possessing  a  jc;sf?o?rt  doubtless  unspeaka- 
bly beneath  that  which  is  FKOit  aeove,  and,  although  t??"-'^''!'?!  still  having  it.^ 
value,  the  "  first'  or  highest  "  wisdom"  of  Geniilism,  they  were  xrithout  fully  : 
it  being  certain  that  conceit,  vanity,  atiectation,  caprice,  or  nonsense,  in  any  of  its 
endless  modifications,  if  ever  found  among  the  Dutch,  rarely  so. 

Such  were  our  grandsires,  tiie  Dutch  Colonists  ;  iheir  grandsires,  the  first  in 
the  history  of  nations,  who  resisted  intolerance  and  oppression,  and  succeeded. 
No  other  boast  here  than  that,  it  is  yet  to  happen  that  their  sons  have  failed  \i 
prove  themselves  v.-orthy  of  their  lineage. 

No.  X.— r.-iGEioi. 

The  pales,  enclosing  the  City  Hall,  have,  since  the  memoir,  l-een  rcmo%-ed,  and 
their  place  supplied  by  a  railing  of  iron  ;  and,  in  addition, it  is  new  fariher  to  b-j 
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kid  within  rows  cf  trees;  a  proper  precaution  ;  because  should  we  npprfli^mi  the 
eifcct  of  a  viewof  It,  ALL  AT  o.vcE,  niiglu  be  more  than  we  could  well  b";ir,  we 
may  then  xrik^  it  piece-meal,  by  peeping-  from  different  points,  over  the  inilinii, 
tlrou.-h  the  oeninjs  ;  and  which  will  be  quite  enough  to  satisfy  us,  if  curious  lo 
k.T)o»-  It,  whcler  it  actually  rests  on  a  base,  orlike  the  mausoleum,  the  wonder,  it 
is  borne  in  i!:e  air. 

I  b«;;eve  we  are  alone  in  the  practice  of  embowering  our  public  structures  of 
style — perhaps  entitled  to  the  very  merit  of  having  introduced  it.  The  Dutch 
Church  in  \\'illiam  street,  a  rare  specimen  of  correct  architecture — rare,  as  posses- 
tin?  timplicity  and  vnittj,  and  peculiarly  appropriate  for  a  Christian  Church  ; 
where  it  is  not  only  permitted  to  the  votaries,  but  enjoined  on  them  to  assemble 
vrithin  the  temple  ;  hence  the  Portico  of  the  Pagan,  for  the  accommodation  of  any 
to  remain  wiihout,  not  there.  This  building',  so  creditnble  to  us,  is  to  be  soui^htfor 
in  a  giote  of  button-wood.  "  Abraham  planted  a  grurc,  and  therecalied  on  the 
name  of  the  Lord."'  Afterward  expressly  forbidden  to  his  posterity  ;  "  thou  shalt 
rot  plant  t:.ere  a  grove  near  unto  the  altar  of  the  Lord  ;"  from  its  tendency  a.  rule 
forestimaiinrj  whether  we  are  to  do  or  to  forbear  the  worth  of  it  seldom  estima- 
ted ;  to  repeat  it,  "from  its  tendency  \o  fallacious,  hence  hurtful  a.^sociations — 
the  gloom  of  tb.e  shade — the  c^loom  of  the  gothic  cloister — tiieir  effect  on  the  im- 
agination to  pi-s  for  real  s^olcnmity  of  mind — the  "  contemplation"  of  the  in- 
mates of  the  l^-st  declared  "Heavenly!"  "All  the  land  which  thou  secst,  to 
thee  will  I  j,'ive  it,  and  to  thy  seed  forever  ;  and  I  will  make  nations  of  thee  ; 
and  kintrs  Rhaii  come  out  of  thee  ;  and  1  w;ll  establish  my  covenant  to  be  a  God 
unto  thee  and  thy  seed  after,  thee." 

These  promises,  and  the  command,  "  thou  shalt  not,"  notwithstandin;:;,  the 
heha  c.  tlie  promises  would  have  their  groves  for  their  fal.=e  worship,  until  "  they 
were  smitten  for  it,  and  scattered  beyond  the  River."  "  There  have  been  converts 
from  athei.fin  ;  from  superstition  none,  or  very  rare."  IVIore  of  truth  and  force 
in  this  sentiment,  more  cases  where  applicable,  than  perhaps  we  are  aware. 

No.  XL— Page  106. 

"  I  bequeath  my  political  opinion."  Is  not  this,  I  bequeath  my  political  wis- 
dom 7  1  bequeath  it  to  my  "  country."  E.xcept  writing  one's  own  Life,  can  a 
weakness,  or  vanity,  beyond  it,  be  conceived  ?  Does  not  the  opinion  resolve  it- 
self into  tills — that,  to  preserve  the  government /rce,  you  must  contrive  it  to  go 
without  the  impulse  oi  hire  for  labor.  Another  sage  in  mmd,  morals  and  relig- 
ion, about  of  the  same  mould  ;  in  science  about  of  the  same  attainment  ;  knowing 
something  of  almost  all  things,  master  thoroughly  so,  oi  none,  referred  to  in  the 
sequel,  as  will  be  perceived,  and  also  in  reterence  to  llie  subject  oi  government , 
and  especially  as  di.-coursing  gravely  about  the  happiness  of  a  Hock  of  sheep,  and 
their  being  under  the  cure  of  the  wolf,  and  their  option  to  withdraw  from  it,  and 
take  for«  of  themselves,  pronounced  "  oi/r  Franklin,  at  fourscore,  the  oknasie.nx 
ofhunian  nature." 

Note — suppletonj  to  the  ahoie. 

We  have  Franklin  Counties;  Franklin  Towns  ;  Franklin  Streets,  Franklin 
Banks;  Franklin  Markets;  Franklin  Hearths;  Franklin  Gridirons;  in  short, 
CnfKciiE-S  hitherto  excepted,  we  have  scarcely  a  genus  of  entity  among  us,  with- 
out a  Fpccie.<<,  or  at  Ica.'^t  an  individual  of  it,  and  the  Doctor's  name  not  adjeclively 
prefixed  in  meniormlof  his  own  excellence,  and  thereby  to  "  signily  it  as  a  pro- 
perty or  quality  in  tlie  thing  named  ;"  and  tiaaily,  as  if  to  crown  it,  one  of  the  first 
rates  in  our  navy,  named  after  him  ;  although  not  bred  to  the  sea,  or  ever  in  bat- 
tle ;  on  the  conttary,  his  general  deportment  indicated  a  preference  {oT"paciviti/ ;" 
no  that  it  world  not  iiave  been  more  out  of  ihe  way  for  the  administration,  had 
they  been  of  a  religioso  sect,  to  h,ive  called  the  ship  aller  Job,  as  the  most  patient, 
or  after  .Mo?es,  as  the  most  meek  ot  men.  Congress,  by  tleclaring  the  subjects  to 
furnish  the  riHiues,  allof  them  importing p/ace,  in  exclusion ol';'e)son,  have  wisely 
CuardeJ  against  sectarian  predilection  in  future. 
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Extract  from  Ms.  Wab^te/s  Discriar^e,  delivered  at  Plymouth,  20  December, 
ISCO.in  corT.Tpi-noriitioii  ot'thetirst  sci'.x-.-m.':,'.  ol  Ne-.v  En?!ar.ii : 

•'  When  the  lira'  cenmry  closed — the  crtpi'sculnr  ii'^ht  had  beirim  to  tlash  alon^ 
the  east  of  a  luminary  ;  and  wliich  was  to  rr.r.rk  the  A?c,  wiih  it  own  name,  as  the 
ai,'e  of  Franklin.''  The  Doctor,  soinewhsre,  but  '.'3  I  do  not,  ou  sonri-h,  find  it  in 
either  of  his  two  Lives  ;  the  or.e.the  hf.lc  Ie«son-maiiua!  by  himfcU,  mentioned 
in  the  text  of  the  Memoir  ;  the  other,  his  Bio^-aphy,  by  his  cnnd^on,  since  his 
decease  ;  a  compilation  of  correspondence  and  pi-cct,  fix  rolumrs  itcturo  ;  I  pre- 
euiiie  I  must  have  met  with  i\  in  some  fugitive  letter  amon;^  thise  we  liave  seen 
occasionally,  vi:hia  the  few  ]a£*  years,  rep;inted  in  our  public  papers  ;  "  onk,  and 
from  xchieh  to  learn  the  ciher','  v/i'.l,  with  a  few  brief  remarks,  be  subjoined  to 
this  Xt.'te. 

The  passage  alluded  to,  waste  the  purport,  thai  his  mother  told  hini,  if  he  were 
diligent  to  improve  hiinself  in  !<j£-ning  and  knowled^re,  he  might  come  to  be  the 
companion  of  princes  ;  and  v/hich  he  conceived  to  hive  actually  taken  place, 
\<Iicnin  England,  the  beginning  o;  the  last  reign,  as  agent  for  Pennsylvania,  he 
was  invited  to  the  dinner  given  bv  the  city  of  London  to  the  King  of  Denmark. 
Little  did  he  dream  of  the  mo-e  ample  accompUshinent  of  the  maternal  promise 
or  prediction,  in  reserve  for  him.  Hitherto  he  had,  and  on  a  mere  formal,  or  of- 
ftcial  "  bidding"  as  a  Colony  Agent,  his  light  borroioed,  been  a  guest  at  the  same 
FEAST  made  lor  royalty;  he  isiiovv,  and  for  attributed  personal  pre-eminence,  his 
lustre  his  o\sn,  to  be  raised  to  the  very  peera^'e  itself  of  Emperors  and  Kings.  We 
have  heard  of  an  Age  called  after  Augustus  of  Rome  ;  of  one,  called  af'.er  a  Lewis 
of  France;  hereafter,  we  era  to  hear  of  one  called  after  Franklin  of  America; 
and  a  descendant  of  the  heretic-banishing,  infiJel-anathematizing,  puritan  forefa- 
thers of  New  England,  who,  on  landing  at  Plymouth,  as  has  been  caretully  handed 
down  to  us  for  the  last  tifty  of  the  t,vo  hundred  years  from  the  event,  all  stepped  on 
the  same  rock,  presenting  himself  as  the  Gon-F.VTnER,  giving  the  name.  The  rock 
has  lately  been  weighed  from  the  ooze,  and  brought  high  and  dry  n'^hore  ;  hence, 
the  yearly  visit  to  it  since.  I.i  European  Christendom,  pilsrimac^cs  may  be  said 
to  have  gone  into  disuse  for  ages.  But,  may  it  not  be  asked,  whetlicr  there  is  not 
an  objection  lo  our  taking  on  our;elves  to  have  an  age,  and  to  be  suspected  n.q  not 
having  occurred,  or,  if  so,  not  fully  considered  ?  To  illustrate,  by  ibe  Augustan 
or  Roman  age,  there  not  having  been  a  due  "  series  of  years,  or  lliu'ht  of  time," 
to  pronounce  on  the  immortality  of  the  French  age  ;  and  so,  at  prcpi-nt,  not  com- 
petent to  per\-e  as  a  precedent.  The  Augustan  Age  has  become  famous,  from  the 
vriters  who  flourished  in  it;  and  the  name,  complimental  to  Augustus,  whose 
reign  the  era,  and  to  whose  patrcna'^'e  it  is  intended  to  be  ascribed,  that  they 
were  so  numerous,  and  every  of  them  so  exeelling;  we  however  select  the  jia- 
tron  from  the  very  ranks  of  the  writers  themselves  ;  and,  I  should  not  be  surprised 
if  we  were  to  have  the  whole  European  monarchy  of  letters  on  our  backs  for  the 
innovation,  not  less  uQclri=^s:cal  than  incongruous.  For  granting  we  have  the  re- 
quisite complement  of  them,  even  with  the  Doctor  himself  to  spare,  and  of  due 
celebrity  to  pass  as,  and  f  5r  the  American  Classics  ;  still,  the  specified  correlative, 
iJf^a/ia,  prince,  reign,  and  patron  wanting,  the  objection  remains,  and  we,  of 
course,  as  yet,  not  susceptible  of  an  Age. 

The  letter,  above  referred  to  : 

"  The  following  is  a  letter  from  Dr.  Franklin  to  the  celebrated  Mr.  Whitefield. 
His  ideas  of  religion  are  given  in  a  more  favorable  lieht  than  some  have  been 
willing  to  place  tliem.  His  tenets  were  at  variance  with  the  established  faith. 
No  person,  however,  can  doubt  that  he  possessed  the  es^^entials.  If  cliaritn  is  a 
Christian  virtue,  then  Frankhn's  life  illustrated  it."  Thus  far  the  editor.  Now 
the  let;.-r: — 

"  For  my  own  part,  when  I  am  employed  in  serving  others,  I  do  not  look  upon 
myself  as  conferring  favors,  but  as  paying  debts.  In  my  travels,  and  .-iiice  my 
eettlement,  I  hnve  received  niucli  kindness  from  men  to  whom  I  siiaii  never 
have  any  opportunity  of  making  the  lea^t  direct  return  ;  and  nuniborlesj  mercies 
from  God,  who  is  iruliiiiciy  above  bei:ig  btatfuieJ  by  our  services.     Tiiose  kind- 
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resses  from  men  I  can,  therefore,  only  return  on  their  fellow  men  ;  and  I  can 

only  siiow  my  grntituue  for  these  mercies  from  God,  by  a  readiness  to  help  his 
_  other  cliildren  and  my  brethren.  For  I  ilo  ivy.  think  that  thanks  and  comiiiimentp, 
though  repeated  weekly,  can  discharge  our  real  obligations  to  each  other,  and 
much  less  those  to  our  Creator.  You  will  see,  in  ibis,  my  notion  of  good  works  ; 
that  I  am  far  from  expecting  to  merit  heaven  by  them.  By  heaven,  we  under- 
stand a  state  of  happiness,  infinite  in  dei^ri-'e,  and  eternal  in  duration.  I  can  do 
nothing  to  deserve  such  rewards.  He  that,  for  givm^  a  draught  of  water  to  a 
thirsty  person,  should  e.xpect  to  be  paid  wiih  a  good  plantation,  is  modest  in  his 
demands  compared  with  those  who  think  they  deserve  Heaven  for  the  little  good 
they  do  on  earth.  Even  the  mi.\ed,  imperfect  pleasures  we  enjoy  in  this  world, 
are  rather  from  God's  goodness,  than  our  mc;it ;  how  nmchmore  such  happiness 
of  heaven  ! 

"  For  my  own  part,  I  have  not  the  vanity  to  think  I  deserve,  the  folly  to  expect, 
nor  the  ambition  to  desire  it ;  but  content  myseif  in  submitting  to  the  will  and  dis- 
posal of  that  God  w  ho  made  me,  who  has  hitlierto  preserved  and  blessed  me,  and 
in  whose  fatherly  goodness  I  may  well  confide,  that  he  will  never  make  me  misera- 
ble ;  and  that  even  the  iuihctions  I  may  at  any  titne  suliir,  shall  tend  to  my  benetit. 
The  lai'h  you  mention,  lu.s  certainly  its  use  in  the  world  ;  I  do  not  desire  to  see  it 
diminished,  nor  would  I  endeavor  to  lessen  it  in  any  man.  But  I  wish  it  were 
iiioie  {.loduetive  of  guud  works,  than  I  have  generally  seen  it.  I  mean  real  good 
works  :  works  of  kindness,  charity,  mercy,  and  public  spirit ;  not  holiday  keeping, 
sermon  reading,  or  hearing  ;  perlbrming  church  ceremonies,  or  making  long 
prayers,  tilled  with  flatteries  and  compliments,  despised  by  wise  men,  and  much 
less  capable  ofplensnig  the  Deity.  The  worship  of  God  is  a  duly;  the  hearing 
and  reading  of  sermons  may  be  useful,  but  if  men  rest  in  hearing  andpiaying,  as 
niaiiy  do.  It  is  as  if  a  tree  should  value  itself  on  being  watered  and  putting 
forth  leaves,  though  it  never  produced  any  fruit.  Your  great  master  thought  much 
Jess  of  these  outward  apjjearances  and  prciessions  than  many  of  his  modern  disci- 
ples. He  preferred  the  doers  of  the  word  to  the  mere  hearers — the  son  that  seem- 
ingly retused  to  obey  his  father,  and  yet  performed  his  commands,  to  him  that 
prole.<:sed  hi-  readiness,  but  neglected  the  work  ;  the  heretical,  but  charitable  Sa- 
maritan, to  the  uncharitable,  though  crthoJo.x  P.nest  and  sanctified  Levite  ;  and 
those  who  gave  food  to  the  hungry,  drink  to  the  thirsty,  raiment  to  the  naked, 
entertainment  to  the  stranger,  and  relief  to  the  sick,  thoush  they  never  heard  of 
his  name,  he  declares  shall  at  the  last  day,  be  accepted,  when  those  who  cry 
Lord  I  Lord  I  who  value  themselves  upon  their  faitii,  though  great  enough  to 
perform  miracles,  but  have  neglected  good  works,  shall  be  rejected.  He  pro- 
fessed that  he  came  not  lo  call  the  righteous,  but  sinners  to  repentance  ;  which 
implied  lus  modest  opinion  that  there  were  sime.in  his  time,  who  thought  them- 
tcives  so  good  that  they  need  not  hear  even  him  for  improvement ;  but  now- 
adays, we  have  scarce  a  little  parson  that  does  not  think  it  the  duty  of  every 
man,  within  his  reach,  to  sit  under  his  petty  ministrations,  and  tiiat  whoever 
omits  them.  olTends  God.  I  wish  to  such,  more  humility,  and  to  you,  health  and 
happiness,  being  your  friend  and  servant." 

I  give  the  above,  as  I  founi  it  in  a  Cazenovia  paper,  IS  18.  Another 
copy  appeared  in  an  Albany  paper,  ISOO,  with  the  Doctor's  name  sub- 
scribed, and  a  date,  as  to  time,  175:2  ;  but  without  a  direction.  A  short  intro- 
ductory paragraph,  wanted  in  the  copy  liere  presented,  mentions  it  as  having 
been  written  on  the  fourth  day  from  ilie  date  of  the  one  to  which  it  purports  to 
be  an  answer.  Rather  off  hnnd.  It  is  obviously  studied.  The  Doctor's  art  has 
here  failed  him  "  to  conceal  his  art."  In  1752,  the  Doctor  was  in  America, and 
Whitelieid  in  EnL'laiuI,  so  that  tiie  suggestion  of  the  Cazenovia  editor,  that  the 
latter  was  the  correspondent,  not  possible  to  be  true.*     These  two  copies  must 

f*In  PpJirks' edition  of  the  works  of  Franlc'.in.  vii.  Tl.  m:iv  l>r  f.ninil  the  letter  to  White- 
field,  relerred  lo  by  oiir  auili.ir.  1:  U-.ixt  d^ue,  i'hilii.!.  l|ihiLOiU  Juno,  i:,,;*.  Jn  u  noie  .Mr. 
!'lKirks!'ays,—"ihe  above  lower  has  often  been  I'rinled,  and  alv.ay,s,  1  believe,  a^s  h:iv- 
lii;  beca  written  to  Wiiiieiitld  ;  but  anions;  the  aiuliur'a  iii:inu5cri(it.'>,  I  (w.A  the  tirst  drart. 
with  the  fvUowing  cnduiieDient,  in  I'runJvlin's  li;iiul-'.vjiu:ii  :  "Xilttr  tn  Juaph  lluty." 
—£Uiitor.]  '        ■ 


!;H 


*4*  '  Ml 

BE.VSON  S    MEMOIR. NOTES.  14o 

bnv<-  bey;n  r'^printed  from  distinrt  papers,  ser\-ing  as  originals  to  the  reppeciive 
f-di'ions.  'I'ii.^  Doctor  hinisielt',  doubtless,  furnished  the  copy  in  the  first  instance, 
<or  jTjIilicntior.  ;  abundant  proof  bL-inij  to  be  found,  in  ahnanacs  and  nowspnpcrs, 
of  hi-j  rea(hne.=s  to  comply  witli  the  rule,  "  for  you  to  know  is  notbinir,  unless  you 
give  it  to  another,  that  he  also  know  what  you  know  ;"  indeed  I  presume  tliere 
never  was  a />reiio«.s  letter,  and  so  the  whole  a  /"c/i/e,  to  be  denominated  thc- 
aiwh'^iie  ot  llie  Doctor  and  his  /(;/2-/;^(Z  correspondent — wholly  tieic;  n  speeies  ot 
ihf  foreiiyirk ;  and  the  question  the  Doctor  makes  his  correspondent  piopound 
by  way  of  challenge,  is  whether  faith,  without  works,  not  preferable  to  woik-S 
M'ilhout  fiiith  ]  I'he  Doctor  nei^ntur.  Now,  as  taith  without  works  is  dead, 
and  so  no  iaith  ;  and  as  works,  not  done  in  faith,  are  not  acceptable,  and  so  no 
works,  the  iL'rms  explained,  the  question  vanishes.  There  is,  in  one  view  of 
them,  a  ditrerence,  material  in  the  question,  of  more  or  less  merit — if  such  a 
question  there  can  be  ;  martyrs  have  scffered  for  the  faith  which  '■'  came  to  tlieni 
by  ncARixG,"  such  the  appointed  means  ;  norlcx,  and  peculiarly  those  speciiied 
by  the  Doctor,  and  distinguished  by  him  as  real  good  works,  have,  as  they  ought 
to  have,  the  praise,  and  so  the  reward  of  men  ;  but  hence,  not  possible  the  dccrs 
should  ever  be  called  to  suffer  for  them.  The  Doctor  vouches  the  great  teachkr, 
"  that  the  doers  are  to  be  preferred  to  the  hearers  of  the  word."  True,  but  why 
not  vouch  him,  when  replying  to  the  inquiry  of  his  followers,  "what  they  were 
to  do  to  ucrk  the  works  of  God.''  The  reply — "  the  work  of  God  is  to  believe 
on  hiin  whom  he  hath  sent."  To  have  cited  this  iearhinz,  as  it  would  have 
heeExin  v-ickuowledgnient  of  faith  in  the  messe.vgek,  and  of  course,  in  the  jus- 
sage,  "  that  he  came  to  save  that  which  was  lost,"  would  liave  been  in  tlie  phrase- 
ology of  disputaiits,  and  now, from  tise  legitimately  English,  a  feZo  f/e  sp  ;  the  very 
pith  of  the  moral,  or  rather  intcrfretatiou,  of  the  Doctor's  fable  being,  man  never 
lost;  never  a  lapse  of  him.  Peculiar  praise  of  good  vnrks,  when  in  contrast 
with  faith,  and  especially,  as  in  the  present  instance,  if  an  entire  silence,  at  the 
same  time,  as  to  those  which  are  evil,  ever  to  e.\cite  suspicion,  there  is  Eoniethinii 
irilih/  intended,  and  you  would  never  have  persuaded  the  jealous,  shrewd, 
earnest  puritT'i,  the  pilgrim,  otherwise  than  that,  in  the  Vociofs  preac/imcnt 
about  them,  he  saw  the  very  cleft  track,  throughout.  There  is  a  rule,  "  that 
what  you  dare  not  do  directly,  you  shall  not  betake  yourself  to  do  it  ohliqiielij." 
Rather  strict  for  constant  observance — an  avowed,  or  direct  attack  on  Christianity, 
not  always  s.ife.  These  parsons,  with  their  lank  heads,  and  their  long  jirayers, 
"filled  with  flatteries  and  compliments  to  the  Deity  ;"  Jlalteries  and  complimenii 
to  the  most  high  and  all-pkrfect  I  When  the  pen  indited  this  sentence,  ousilit 
we  not,  in  charity,  to  suppose  an  entire  suspension  of  thought  for  the  moment  / 
These  parsons,  to  repeat  it,"  little  "  and  big, like  their  predecessors  of  old,  at  times 
thwarting  and  troubling  the  philosophic  Israel,  a  host,  and  not  a  few  of  them, 
masters  in  tlie  science  of  argument,  the  Doctor,  therefore,  aware,  not  discreet 
to  measure  weapons  with  them  ;  the  more  so,  as  skill  in  eclectics  to  discern  the 
rc/a^jon  between  premises  and  consequence, not  his  best  skill.  Take  a  sample  Ironi 
his  reasonings  before  us.  "  I  have  not  the  vanity  to  think  I  deserve  heaven  as 
reward,  n.or  the  folly  to  expect  it  as  of  merit,  but  content  myself  in  submitting  to 
the  disposal  of  that  God  who  made  me,  and  who  has  hitherto  preserved  and 
blessed  me,  and  in  whose  fatherly  goodness  I  will  confide,  that  he  never  will 
make  me  miserable  ;"  so  that,  because  his  Maker  lias  hlcsscd  him  in  a  state  of 
probation  here,  therefore  he  will  bless  him  in  a  state  of  retribution  hereattcr — 
how  Zo^rirrr/Zy  just  the  deductiju!  To  notice,  and  merely  to  notice,  a  single 
expression  more,  and  to  finish.  "  God  will  never  make  me  miserable."  Whence 
has  Doctor  Franklin  it,  that  tlie.  Creator  ever  makes  his  creatures  miserable  I 
Is  not  th"  misery  ofman,  wholly  chargeable  on  himself,  no  faith  in  tl:e  ncclii' 
tion  hii  Crcal'jr  has  vouchsafed  fiim  of  the  weans  to  be  saved  from  it  I 

No.  XII.— Page  107. 

The  Bank  of  New  York  was  not  incorporated  by  the  leg;.-!atnre  until  1791, a 
^_^period  ofsi.Kyeard  t'rom  its  esrabii-'iinent,  during  which  it  was  a  partnersliip,  tiiC 
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Btockholilers  a?  partners,  liah\c  in  their  several  persons  and  estates,  on  the  nofrs 
or  biiis  ;  still  dointr  buiinesxwhh  like  credit  and  like  iirotit  to  ihe:nselves  ati<]  ac- 
coiiitncidiition  to  tl;e  public,  as  afterwards.  The  restraining  act  was  passed  in 
ltr'04,  and  in  the  interinediat :  time  live  otht-r  bunks  were  incorporated,  and  they 
have  iii:i!tipliiJ  since,  to  the  session  uf  ISKJ,  inclusive,  to  twenty  more  ;  and  of 
iheiii  a  utunher,  I  leave  it  to  every  one  to  enquire  and  ascertain  it  for  himself 
where,  it  is  bdieted,  in  the  comnuinity,  the  incorporation  proceeded  not  from 
worthy  motives,  in  those  who  granted  it,  or  was  obtained  by  lamentably  unworthy 
means,  by  those  who  applied  for  it — such  among  the  etlects  of  a  law,  in  unn;it»- 
ra]  or  arbitrary  restraint  of  individual  faculty  and  volition — that  ttie  banks  have 
refiised  to  redeem  their  notes,  among  th.c  effects  of  incorporation — one  proof 
r.niong  others,  and  not  to  be  numbered,  that  ahuse  and  corruption  riust  be  the 
eflcct,  whenever  the  government,  and  the  more  fr.;e  the  form,  the  danirer  of  the 
evil  not  less  to  be  shunned,  the  evil  itsell  beiiii;  surely  more  to  be  dreaded,  will 
not  he  regardful  to  limit  itself  in  the  exercise  of  the  pov/ers  entrusted  to  it,  to  their 
simple,  sole,  legitimate  object,  Protf-ction  ;  to  defend  me  against  hostility  from 
without,  ag.iinst  violence  and  fraud  ft om  within,  and  to  provide  the  requisite 
means  for  me  to  compel  others"  to  render  to  me  iTiy  own  ;"  a  due  administration 
of  justice,  and  then  only  to  be  superadded  th.ose  resulations,  no  term  more  apt 
occurring,  which  vtility,  restricted  in  its  sense,  to  scarcely  niore  than  the  oj/posite 
of  inconrenif nee,  and  all  partaking  of  Kn,E,  may  suegest — this  the  whole  neces- 
sary ;  the  whole  I  am  cntiik-d  to  require  from  the  government,  and  consequently 
the  wl.ci-;  ii  is  held  to  aiForc!  me — this  the  measure  between  us  of  my  rights  and 
its  duties,  ai;d  "  the  law  of  these  duties  fulililed,"  the  government  will  find  it  has 
nothing  to  spare  for  supererogation. 


Note — Suppletory  to  tie  alote. 

Protection  against  violence  and  fraud,  and  none  against  slander  ?  None! 
Each  one  to  be  the  keeper,  and  so  the  protector,  of  his  own  character.  Let  him 
be  what  he  ought  to  be  ;  diligent,  temperate,  i'pright,heedtul  ;  his  life  "  the  shield 
to  quench  the  dart."  Was  it  ever  known,  that  a  person  of  character,  truly  so, 
went  to  law  for  it  ?  A  solecism  in  conduct.  "  Actions  on  the  case  for  worJn," 
Btill  a  title  in  our  code.  Protection,  the  sole  duty  of  the  government?  Most 
nssuredly — for  what  is  goverimient  ?  ]\Iay  it  n.ot  be  defined  in  a  sentence  ?  The 
best /jrar^'ci^;  combination  of  [irivate  or  separate  rights  with  public  or  aggregate 
force.  Why  the  entire  surrender  of  private  or  separate  property  to  the  govern- 
ment ?  For  the  sake  of  aggregate  force.  AVl.y  aggregate  force?  For  the 
s-uke  of  vnitual  safety.  If  so,  then,  when  the  guveniinent  requires  from  me  a 
portion  of  my  property,  or  ".-'((tsfrt/icc"  for  any  other  purpose,  doth  it  not  usurp 
on  my  private  or  separate  volition  or  option,  whether  I  will,  or  will  not  con- 
tribute, and  especially  if  the  purpose  partake  oi  ehcmosynary !  surely,  alms, 
falsfly  so  called,  if  by  coerci(  u.  A  surrenJer  of  my  life  to  the  government ;  en- 
titled to  require  from  me  to  expose  it  to  ihc  forlorn  hazard.  The  same  question 
occurs  here,  and  the  same  answer.  For  what  purpose  ?  General  or  mutual 
safety.  In  a  word  ;  why  the  \:nhUc purse  at  the  disposal  of  the  government ;  or 
to  nvike  the  illustration  more  apt,  to  substitute  the  term  "  ruler  V  Because  the 
tnixt  in  him  to  bear  the  public  sword,  and  m.t  in  vain,  but  as  the  means  to  enable 
him  to  l^earifRsa  reiv^g-rr  to  e.xecute  wrath  on  those  tiiat  do  evil."  It  has  been 
stated,  tliat  one  branch  oi protection  is  "  to  provide  the  means  to  compel  others  to 
render  to  me  my  own."  Are  not  courts  of  justice  emphatically  the  means? 
What  i.s  a  government,  and  however  to  be  preferred  tis  more  free,  not  having  an 
enlightened,  impartial,  ellleifnt  administration  of  justice  ?  lie,  who,  though  he 
have  the  utterance  of  an  aiijel,  a  knowledge  to  understand  all  mysteries,  a  fa.tli  to 
KEMi'VE  .vov.\TA!NS,  a  benfticence  toothers  to  tlie  imiioveri^hmciit  of  himself,  and 
the  zeal  of  a  martyr,  what  is  he  if  he  have  not  love  ?   t  ound  ;  noise  ;  nay,  nothing. 


.fitOY. .J! 


!  I 


BEXSOX'S    MEMOIR. NOTES.  145 


No.XIII.— Page  109. 
"  In  Consrci^s — ItJi  August,  17S3. 

"  Re<!Olved, unanimously,  (ten  Ptatcs  being  present,)  that  an  Equestrian  Staiue 
rf  General  Wafhinmon  bo  erected  at  tlie  place  where  tlie  nsidence  of  Congress 
shall  be  c.-tnb!i-=!ied — that  it  be  of  bronze — that  the  General  be  represented  in 
a  Roman  dress,  holdintra  truncheon  in  his  right  hand,  and  his  head  encircled  with 
a  laurel  wreath — that  it  be  supported  by  a  marble  pedestal,  on  which  are  to  be 
represented,  in  basso  relievo  the  t'ollowing  principal  events  of  the  war,  in  which 
the  General  commanded  in  person, viz:  the  evacuation  of  Boston — the  capture  of 
the  Hessians  at  Trenton — the  battle  of  Princeton — the  action  of  ^lonmouiii,  and 
the  surrender  of  York.  On  the  upper  part  of  the  pedestal  to  be  enpvaved  as  fol- 
lows: The  United  States,  in  Congress  ussemiiled,  ordered  this  Statue  to  be  erec- 
ted in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1763,  in  lionor  of  GEor.cE  Washington,  the  illustri- 
ous Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States  of  America,  dunni; 
the  war  which  vindicated  and  secured  their  Liberty,  Sovereignty  and  Indepen- 
dence." The  inquiry. — Whence  this  Vote,  or  Vow,  still  unfulfilled  J  The  an- 
swer— according  to  the  iVcwoi)-,  the  money  grudged. 

No.  XIV.— Page  114. 

Quicvnque  vult — the  name,  in  churches  having  rituals,  for  the  Athanasian 
Creed,  being  the  initial  words  of  the  Latin  version  of  it.  The  Episcopal  Con- 
vention in  this  country,  on  a  revision  of  the  Articles  of  Religion,  established  by 
them,  omitted  it ;  hence  it  no  longer  serves  as  one  of  theii  confessionals,  or  tests. 

No.  XV.— Page  116. 

The  Rhyme—  .    '     '  '      .\  .     ' 

"  In  Adam's  fall, 
We  sinned  all." 

Qu. — Can  you  ever  convince  the  scribe  and  disputer,  that  such  the  "  origin  of 
evil,"  as  long  as  their  learning  and  wisdom  fail  to  serve  their  chief  purpose,  to 
them,  to  convince  them  how  much  they  lack  both  ? 

No.  XVI.— Page  121. 

The  fart  of  a  tradition  among  the  Indiaiis  of  Long  Island,  of  a  war  between 
the  Evil  Spirit  and  those  of  Connecticut,  about  the  territory,  and  of  his  being 
worsted,  and  retreating  to  the  Island,  crossing  the  Sound  at  Frog's  Point,  by 
Stepping  from  rock,  to  rock,  it  happening  to  be  low  water,  and  collecting  the  rocks 
on  the  Island  in  heaps  at  Cold  Spring,  and,  out  of  revenge,  throwing  ihem  acrosa 
the  Sound,  defacing  Connecticut  with  tliem,  as  we  now  see  it ;  and  then  a  tra- 
dition among  the  whites,  that  the  Indian  tradition  of  the  passage  of  the  Sound 
suggested  to  the  first  settlers  the  name  for  the  line  of  rocks,  the  Stepping  Stones, 
and  that  the  Indians  whom  the  whites  found  there  insisted  they  could  see  the  i)rint 
of  the  feet  on  the  shore,  I  had  from  the  late  3Ir.  L'ilommedieu,  a  native  ot  the 
Lsland  ;  and  that  not  uncommon,  even  in  his  time,  whenever  a  Connecticut  mail  a 
Long  Islander  met,  and  a  inutr  or  two  of  cider  between  them,  to  hear  the  jeer 
from  the  one,  and  the  retort  from  t4>e  other  ;  to  that  possibly,  I  have,  in  proportion 
as  much  fart  for  my  cpi.~ode,  as  \'irgil,  my  precedent,  as  will  have  been  perceive  J 
from  my  motto,  for  the  choice  of  the  sulyect.  Names,  had  for  most  of  hi.s — like 
him,  too,  1  havi  my  hero,  the  I'ulr.h,  and  have  had  also  to  distingui:-h,  at  ii;ac3, 
between  the  plus  ^Eneasand  tlie  dux  Trojanno  ;  witness  their  religious  tolera- 
tion for  the  sake  o{  trade,  and  Skipper  Block's  J/cllc-sat. 

On  conversing' with  some  vrlio  have  perused  the  M>  moir,  it  would  seem  that 
tn  object  for  which  the  war,  between  the  Indians  and  the  Evil  Spirit,  has  a  place 
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in  if,  ihe  lexmn,  tV.e  aUeironj,  of  the  warfare  between  man  and  the  adrersiri], 
the  ericMv  ol'liis  peace  aiiJ  bli=j,  and  what,  and  whence  the  recniitu  to  "  k'-ci> 
his  heart  ai)d  ia:iid"  entire  for  the  icatchins  and  enduring,  if  to  hope  to  preiail, 
h.id  escnped  heed. 

Ko.  XVIL— Page  123. 

This  sketch  of  the  Indian,  is  from  personal  observation  or  knowledc;?,  hiving 
Keen  repeatedly  in  the  commission  to  hold  treaties  with  them  ;  not  that  I  hav-i 
witnessed  tiicir  tprnienta  to  their  prisoners,  or  aioomaa  the  aven!,rer  of  blool,  or 
xhe  fro<r  to  serve  for  food, — the  first  is  of  universal  notoriety,  tiie  second  I  had 
from  tiie  late  Mr.  Staat3,ofthe  lIooge-ber?rh,  about  four  miles  belosv  Albany,  nd- 
jacent  to  the  river,  where  the  scene  was  transacted,  my  informant,  at  the  time 
a  Ind  in  the  fam.ily  of  his  father  there.  The  victim  s.it  on  a  loj;  at  the  shore 
his  hands  coverini^  his  face,  and  his  elbows  resting  on  his  knees — the  woman  re- 
coiled twice,  but  urged  on  by  the  men,  and  with  sternness,  she  advanced  a  third 
time,  and  at  tlie  first  stroke,  sunk  the  tomahawk  into  his  skull.  She  shriekfd 
and  f;:intcd.  For  the  third.  I  might  also  rely  on  notoriety;  I  still  vouch  iho 
l-ite  Ci-neral  Schuyler  and  .fudge  Dunne  ;  the  latter  had  it  from  the  late  Sir 
NViilinin  Johnson,  witli  jhis  addition,  that  not  unfrequent  with  them  to  cnrirh 
the  mess  with  the  lirr.  the  product  of  their  own  laziness  and  tilth.  Should  the 
whole  be  conceived  a  little  colored,  perhaps  venial,  it  being  only  thereby  to  ex- 
j.>v>v',  to  a  Utile  more  effect,  the  affected  admiration  of  iiie  pJdlusuphic  among  us, 
(if  ibe  man  of  nature. 

No.  XVIII.— Page  125. 

It  appears  I  read  my  memoir  at  the  very  moment ;  the  demon  having  since, 
not  oidy  visited  Connecticut,  but  it  is  feared,  taken  up  his  abode  there  ;  those  in 
vyiiositiun  to  the  federal  party,  have,  under  a  new  name  he  has  instigated  them  to 
assume,  Tolerationists,  prevailed  at  last  in  the  elections  throughout — the  salutary 
habits  of  this  people — coeval  with  them  as  a  community — utendij  in  them  from 
the  lieginning — thanks  to  the  Puri7(/;ui'/«  of  their  iWi^/im  forefathers,  as  they  at 
times  denote  them,  for  both  the  habits  and  their  steadiness  in  them — hitherto 
I'nii'iT  pride — all,  all,  extinct ! 

■    ;  •  No.  XIX.— Page  129.  ; 

In  addition  to  the  pas.sage  in  the  text,  in  italics,  as  to  the  principle  of  the  Re- 
volution, the  /lutnt  between  the  Colonists  and  the  mother  country,  the  fdlowmg 
further  extracts  from  the  Note  mentioned  in  Note  No.  6  ;  New  Jersev,  as  a 
distinct  ground  of  claim,  insisting  on  a  sovereignty  as  derived  from  the  Jiecolii- 
tivii — the  extract: 

"  Neither  will  any  supposed  change  in  the  condition  of  New  Jersey  by 
the  Revoiuitoii  ctiect  the  case.  Tlie  Parliament,  or  Legislature,  of  the 
mother  country,  claimed  aright  to  pass  laws  binding  on  tiie  Colonies.  The 
Colonie.s  claimed  to  be  entitled  to  like  rights  with  their  felhnv  subjects  in  Britain, 
and  so  not  bourvl  by  any  law  to  wiiich  they  did  not  a.<sent,  or  in  effect,  to  be 
sovereign,  or  independent  of  the  parliament.  Attempts  were  made  to  deiine 
the  nature  or  extent  o{  the  sovereignty  to  be  retained  or  enjoyed  by  the  Colo- 
nies, or  to  establish  a  Jiindainental  between  the  Parliament  and  them,  and  they 
l«  reniain  members  of  the  empire,  thereby  to  preserve  the  iiniti/  of  it  ;  all  of 
w  hich  Iniled,  inasmuch  as  they  would  only  have  terminated  in  the  inconjiruoua 
swid  (utile  mode  of  government,  an  impcrium  in  iinpcriu  ;  and  there  bem2;  no 
alternative  between  tin  absolute  submission  to  the  will  of  the  Parliament,  and  the 
einpire  remain  entire,  and  an  absolute  independence  olsucli  wiil,  and  of  course, 
ot  severance  of  the  empire,  the  Colonists  resolved  on  the  latter.  Such  is  the 
Simple  principle  o£  the  .•Vniericau  Revolution.     The  question  was  limited  as  to 
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parliet,  it  being  bet^'cen  ih^  Ppvliiitntni  end  tbe  Co!iMu?ts,  and  not  between  the 
Coloni?:?  tlienise'v.'s:  add  i.-^j  as  lo  its  stiojcrt.  if  being:  a  mere  Ze^-a/  question 
arising  in  the  British  ijciijiituiion." 

Nor:: — Suppletory  to  the  ohav';. 

VtKn.KTs  the  question  may  more  precisely  be  stated  ;  how  the  principle  in  the 
British  Coiisritutiou,  in  re.jarJ  to  the  people,  they  vie-vod  as  rcpr'nentpd  in  the 
House  of  ('ommoiiS,  a  branch  ol  t!ic  Legislature,  p.nd  so  denominntod  whfn  to  be 
d:s:iiigijislied  from  the  Kin^  and  t\e  i^ordj,  the  other  f.vo  branches,  }r'ri..-l,ttiiyn 
and  Tcprescntatiop  inseparable,  is  to  be  applied  to  the  people  of  the  col- 
onies, in  their  relation  to  the  p'-»jp!e  of  the  metropolitan  conimunity,  it  not 
bein!5  prarticuble  for  ihetii  to  pariicipate  in  :he  representation.  Wiiolly 
inapplirah'e,  say  tlie  par!ia-n,?fc  ,  ind  therefore,  f,-oin  necessity,  we  must 
legislate  for  them.  Such  our  claim.  No,  reply  the  Colonists ;  there  is 
an  alternative  in  the  casijand  riyhifid  for  us  to  avail  ourselves  of  it,  to  separate 
from  you,  and  form  representative  givernments  of  our  own.  Such  our  counter 
claim.  This  statement  of  the  question  results  in  a  distinct  and  complete  issue 
ill  law  between  the  parties;  and  ifso,  does  it  not  follow,  that  the  instrument, 
the  formal  annunciation  of  the  independence,  usually  known  as  the  declaration 
of  it,  is  misconceived  I  Instead  oi  leaving  the  controversy  as  resting  on  the 
meritsof  the  claim  and  counter  claim  o^ri^ht,  abstracted  horn  fact,  there  being 
none  in  question  between  the  parties,  it  enumerates  a  series  of  acts  on  the  part 
oi  the  government  of  the  parent  State,  some  by  the  King,  separately,  as  in  the 
exercise  of  his  prerogative,  others  as  conjunctly  with  the  other  two  branches  of 
the  legislature,  the  whole  charged  as  oppression,  and  the  King  thereujion  de- 
nounced a  tyrant.  Admitting  them,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument, still  they  being 
with  intent  to  enforce  the  claim,  or  overt-acts  of  it,  they  ought  alike  to  have 
been  resisted,  even  if  as  undetrimenta!,  as  an  entry  on  lands  to  preserve  a  right. 
As  proof  they  would  have  been  resisted,  to  take  the  following,  from  the  address 
of  the  first  Congress,  to  the  people  of  Great  Britain.  "  K.vow  then,  that  we  coji- 
sider  oursclvrs,  and  do  insist  that  me  are,  and  ou'jht  to  be,  as  free  as  our  fel- 
low subjects  in  Britain,  and  that  no  power  on  earth  has  a  right  to  take  our 
property  from  us  without  our  consent," — "thai  we  will  never  submit  to  be 
fieivers  of  wood  or  drawers  of  water  for  any  ministn/  or  nation  in  th'' world  ;" 
and,  to  add  to  the  solemnity  of  the  asseveration  o{  claim,  the  language  of  the 
VoLU-ME  OF  THE  BooK  Selected  to  express  it.  The  whole  pecuharly  bespeaking 
the  character  of  ^'ic  individual  who  proposed  it,  .Tohn  Jay.  It  was  not  possible 
for  us  to  recede,  and  no  calculation  our  adversaries  would  no;  persist.  Such  the 
{spirit  of  177-i,  to  correct  the  anachronism  of  177G.  According  to  the  general 
tenor,  however,  of  ihe  declaration,  the  ac/i/aZ  oppressions  charged  in  it,  are 
made  the  cause,  and  to  adopt  its  diction,  for  declaring  ourselves  absolved  from 
all  allegiance  to  the  British  Crown,  and  that  all  political  connection  between  us 
and  the  State  of  Great  Britain,  is,  and  ought  to  be  dissolved,  or  in  a  word,  the 
cnuse  of  the  lievolution ;  thereby  not  only  placing  it  on  other  than  its  simple 
true  grounds,  but  also  obviously  detracting  from  the  merit  of  it.  Abject  those 
not  resisting  oppressions  ;  degrees  more  so,  if  the  oppressor  an  individual  tyrant. 
The  reptile  will  turn  when  trodden  on.  In  short,  if  the  statement  here,  of  the 
precise  principle,  or  the  point  of  ilie  Revolution,  correct,  then  how  much  of  the 
preamble  to  the  declaration  might  not  have  been  spared.  Publicly  reading  it 
lias  become  a  part  of  the  ceremonial  when  assembled  to  celebrate  the  niiniver- 
sary  of  it.  Introduced  by  the  Tammany  Society  or  Columbian  Order,  when  in- 
stituted in  17S7.  Tile  Memoir  asserts  the  liberty  of  the  Eevolution  an  "  origi- 
nal "liberty.  What  would  we  think  of  one,  entitled  to  hold  by  prescription, 
still  insi.-ting  to  hold  by  grant,  and  have  it  annually  publicly  proclaimed  as  his 
origin  o'i  ri^ht .'  But  is  there  not  a  farther,  and  more  serious  question  here  ; 
and  to  be  hoped  hitherto  not  perceived.'  This /or»« !.'.'(/  not  known  during  the 
v/AR  for  the  Independence.     The  treaty  of  peace  pi;(.  an  end   to   the  st.-.ijgle. 


o>.  •  -  si.Ohi  '<:< 


149  r.r.-vsoN's  memoir. — note.?. 

Now  the  question :  Did  it  not  also,  as  from  its  very  nature,  impoie  it  on  the 
pTrii-s  he  ;i  mutual  July  betwei^n  them,  an  obt.iviox  of  agijrfssioii  ;  or,  in  the 
dicii.:n  of  the  DIVINE  paciiicaior,  "  a  fokgivenl.s?  of  trestasses  i" 

No.  XX.— Page  109. 

A  CcTLEBS  myself,  and  recommendins;  the  earliest  search  for  a  wife  !  Is  the 
hand,  tlie  pointer,  less  to  be  tieeded,  when  showing  the  rir^fif  road  to  others,  be- 
cause itself  not  going  it?  Neither  will  I  suppose  the  ndage  absoiete  ;  "  Niliii 
du^cius  amico  nionitore." 

Epitaph  of  Prior,  the  poet,  by  himself  in  the  reign  of  WiiUam  llie  third  : 

"  Nobles  and  Heralds^  by  your  leave. 
Here  lies  wiiat  once  was  ]\Iatthew  Prior  ; 

The  son  of  Adam  and  Eve, 
Let  Bourbon  or  Nassau  go  higher." 
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The  following  Journal  of  the  Expedition  of  the  Marquis  De  Xon- 
ville  against  the  Seneeas,  was  communicated  by  him  to  the  French 
Government,  in  the  month  of  October,  1G37.  It  was  copied  from 
tlie  original  in  the  archives  of  the  Marine  Department  in  France, 
under  the  supervision  of  J.  Romeyx  Brodhead,  Esq.,  the  agent  sent 
to  Europe  by  the  state  of  New  York,  to  procure  documents  relating 
to  its  early  history. 

The  copy,  of  which  the  following  is  a  translation,  may  be  found 
among  the  "Paris  Documents,^'  deposited  in  the  State  Department 
at  Albany.  It  has  never  been  published  before,  either  in  the  orig- 
hial  French  or  in  English. 

The  Baron  La  Hontan,  who  travelled  extensively  along  the 
Northern  Lakes,  near  the  close  of  the  17th  century,  was  in  the  ex- 
pedition,  and  has  given  a  brief  account  of  it  in  iiis  "Travels,"  a 
translation  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  appendix. 

Colden,  in  his  History  of  the  Five  Nations,  and  Smith,  in  his 
History  of  New  York,  each  give  an  account  of  the  incursion,  in 
■which  they  follow  La  ITontan  almost  verbatim. 

The  Journal  of  De  Nonville  will  be  found  to  be  a  minute  diary 
of  what  transpired  from  the  commencement  to  the  close  of  the  ex- 
pedition, and  corrects  many  of  the  errors  into  which  the  above 
named  historians  have  fallen. 

The  Marquis  was  a  colonel  in  the  French  dragoons,  and  suc- 
ceeded M.  De  La  Barre,  in  the  year  1635,  as  Governor  General  of 
Canada,  or  New  France,  as  it  was  then  called.  The  age  and  in- 
firmities of  M.  De  La  Barre,  and  the  unfortunate  result  of  the  ex- 
pedition he  undertook  against  the  Iroquois,  in  which  he  was  so  sig. 
nally  overmatched  by  the  shrewdness  and  eloquence  of  tlic  famous 
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Gazanguia*  a',  .i«J  Farrdnt,  or  Iluogry  Bay,  induced  the  Frencli 
Govt.ri:tnf';£  lo  rcca'li  hirrij  aiia  to  send  in  Jiis  place  a  man,  who, 
according  toth'j  lostimony  of  Chailevolx,  was  equally  esteenu-d  for 
his  valor,  his  wisdom  and  his  piety. 

■  When  the  now  Governor  assumed  the  dii  eclion  of  affairs  in  tho 
PDvince,  he  found  it  necessary  io  restrain  the  ferocity,  and  curb 
the  pride  of  the  Iroquois,  who  t^iainrained  atone  of  insolent  defiance 
towards  the  colony.  To  accomplish  this  purpose,  he  resolved  upou 
an  expedition  lo  lay  tvriste  the  fields  and  destroy  the  villages  of  the 
Senecas,  ihon  located  near  the  Genesee  river,  and  to  construct  a 
fort  at  the  mouth  of  the  Niagara,  which  in  connection  with  Fort 
Cntarocouy,+  would  not  only  hold  that  warlike  tribe  in  check,  but 
give  tlie  French  complete  command  of  the  liakcs,  and  of  the  valua- 
ble fur  trade  which  was  then  an  object  of  contention  between  them 
nnd  tho  English. 

At  tills  period,  the  northern,  middle  and  western  parts  of  the  stale 
of  New  York  were  a  howling  wilderness,  and  the  Five  Nations 
ranged  their  hunting  grounds  in  unmolested  freedom. 

The  English  claimed  jurisdiction  over  them  as  subjects  of  the 
crown,  and  informavion  in  regard  to  the  hostile  preparations  of  the 
French,  v.as  soon  carried  by  the  watchful  Iroquois  to  the  ears  of 
Colonel  Dongan,  Governor  of  New  York.  The  latter  immediatclv 
wrote  to  the  Marquis  De  Nonville,  that  from  the  great  collection  of 
provisions  at  Catarocouy,  the  Iroquois  were  persuaded  an  attack 
was  meditated  against  them — that  they  were  subjects  of  the  crown 
of  England,  and  any  injury  to  them  would  be  an  open  infraction  of 
the  peace  which  existed  between  their  two  Kings.  He  also  stated 
that  he  understood  the  French  intended  to  construct  a  fort  at  Ni- 
agara, v,'hich  astonish.ed  him  exceedingly,  as  no  one  could  be  igno- 
rant, that  it  lay  within  the  jurisdiction  of  New- York. 

M.  De  Nonville  replied  to  this  letter,  that  the  Iroquois  feared 
chastisement,  because  they  knew  they  deserved  it  ;  that  the  pro- 
visions  collected  at  Catarocouy  were  required  for  the  large  carri- 
son  necessarily  kept  at  that  point — that  the  pretensions  of  England 
to<he  lands  of  the  Iroquois  were  unfounded,  as  the  French  had  taken 


•  His  name  is  thus  written  by  Ln  llonfnn.  It  a;ipenr!!  to  he  a  corruption  of 
the  French  \\o\<\s  La  Grande  Gueule,OT  "  the  bit^  mouth,"  by  wliich  he  was 
known  to  the  French.  Thia  noted  chief  was  a  Seneca,  and  was  called  by  lii3 
[eop'.e  Haa=ko\ian. 
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possession  of  them  long  before  there  was  an  Englisliman  in  New 
York.  lie  further  stated,  that  while  th'ir  Kind's  and  masters  were 
living  in  perfect  amity,  it  would  he  uinvisc  for  their  Lieutenant 
(jcncrals  to  embroil  themselves  in  war. 

It  does  not  appear  that  Colonel  Dongan  took  any  measures  to 
counteract  the  designs  of  De  Nonville,  except  bv  giving  warning  to 
llie  Iroquois  of  their  impending  danger,  and  by  supplying  them  with 
arms  and  ammunition. 

It  not  being  known  upon  which  of  the  tribes  the  blow  would 
fall,  no  effectual  measures  could  be  taken  to  avert  it.  As  the  se- 
quel  proved,  the  French  kept  their  own  counsel,  and  made  their 
attack  at  a  point  which  had  hitherto  escaped  invasion. 

It  will  appear  from  the  Journal,  that  the  first  open  act  of  hostility 
committed  by  the  French,  was  the  seizure  of  a  nunjber  of  the 
Iroquois,  including  some  chiefs,  at  Catarocouy,  and  in  their  villages 
in  its  vicinity. 

To  lure  them  within  his  power,  De  Nonville  made  use  of  the 
influence  of  the  Jesuit  Father  Lamberville,  who  acted  in  ignorance 
of  his  design.  They  were  seized  .'or  the  alleged  purpose  of  prevent- 
ing them  from  communicating  intelligence  to  their  tribes  of  the 
move'ments  of  the  French. 

News  of  the  seizure  soon  reached  the  Onondaga?,  among  whom 
Father  Lamberville  was  then  residing  as  a  missionary,  and  for 
whose  safety  much  solicitude  was  entertained. 

The  chiefs  immediately  assembled  in  council,  and  sending  for 
the  Father,  related  the  above  transaction  with  all  the  energy  which 
a  just  indignation  could  arouse,  and  while  he  expected  to  feel  the 
full  effects  of  tl'.e  rage  which  he  saw  depicted  in  every  countenance, 
one  of  the  old  men  unexpectedly  addressed  to  him  the  following  re- 
markable language,  as  related  by  Lamberville  himself: 

•'  It  cannot  bo  denied,"  says  he,  "  that  many  reasons  authorise  us 
to  treat  you  as  an  enemy,  but  ^.'e  have  no  inclination  to  do  so.  V/e 
know  you  too  well-  not  to  be  persuaded  that  your  heart  has  taken 
no  part  in  the  treachery  of  which  you  have  been  the  instrument,  and 
we  are  not  so  unjust  as  to  punish  you  for  a  crime  of  which  we  be- 
lieve you  innocent,  which  you  undoubtedly  detest  as  much  as  we 
do,  and  for  having  been  the  instrument  of  M-hich  we  are  satisfr.-d 
you  are  now  deeply  grieved.  It  is  not  ])roper,  however,  that  you 
should  remain  here.  All  will  not,  perhaps,  render  you  the  justice 
which  we  accord,  and  when  once  our  young  men  sliull  Itp.ve  sung 
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Iheir  war  song,  lliey  vvij]  ),>ok  upon  you  only  as  a  traitor,  who  liai 
delivered  ovf,-:  our  cliiefs  to  a  cruel  zwl  ignoble  slavery.  Tliey 
will  listen  only  to  their  own  rago,  from  which  we  will  then  be  un- 
able to  save  you." 

Having  said  this,  they  obliged  him  to  leave  immediately,  and 
furnished  guides  to  conJuct  him,  by  a  safe  route,  who  did  not  leave 
liim  until  he  was  out  of  dan^'er. 

It  appears  from  a  speech  cf  Colonel  Dongan,  delivered  at  a 
council  held  with  the  Five  Nations,  at  Albany,  soon  after  the  expe- 
dition of  De  Nonville,  that  Lamberville  gave  immediate  not'ce  to 
the  French  Governor  of  all  communications  and  propositions  which 
were  made  to  the  Onondagas  by  thf3  English,  one  of  tlie  letters, 
which  he  had  cntruFted  to  an  Indian,  having  been  intercepted  and 
carried  to  Colonel  Dcngan. 

De  Nonvillc's  plans  and  arrangements  seem  to  haTC  been  judi- 
ciously conceived.  His  army  was  well  supplied  with  the  neces- 
sary provisions  and  muniiions  of  war,  and  commanded  by  able  of- 
ficers.  So  perfectly  were  his  orders  obeyed,  that  his  own  army, 
and  the  reinforcements  from  Niagara  which  he  had  directed  to  meet 
him,  arrived  simultaneously  at  the  outlet  of  Irondequoit  bay,  a  co- 
incidence  which  his  ravage  allies  considered  ominous  of  the  success 
of  the  expediiion. 

Some  difference  of  opinion  has  existed  as  to  the  precise  point 
where  the  battle  between  the  French  and  Senecas  occurred. 
Col.  Stone,  late  editor  of  the  New  Yoric  Commercial  Advertiser, 
and  William  II.  C.  Ilosmer,  Esq.,  author  of  "  Yonnondio,"  a  poem 
of  which  the  expedition  of  D-i  Nonville  is  the  theme,  locate  the  place 
near  West  AVon,  on  the  eastern  banks  of  the  Genesee.  Governor 
Clinton,  in  his  Discourse  on  the  Iroquois,  published  among  the  Col- 
lections of  the  New  York  Historical  Society,*  states  that  '-'the  place 
on  which  the  battle  was  fought,  was  formerly  owned  by  Judge 
Porter,  of  Grand  Niagara.  On  ploughing  the  land,  three  hundred 
hatchet.-;  and  upwards  of  three  thousand  lbs.  of  old  iron  were  foimd, 
being  more  than  sufficient  to  defray  the  expense  of  clearing  it." 

The  field  referred  to  by  Governor  Clinton,  was  located  about  six 
miles  northeast  of  Avon,  and  half  a  mile  west  of  the  Honeoye  Fall.-. 
At  the  time  of  the  first  setlleinent  of  the  Genesee  country,  it  cxhib- 
ited  conclusive  evidence  of  having  been  tlio  silo  of  a  largo  Indian 
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villa!:;?.  Judge  Porter  becar.->?  -""re  owner  of  the  tract  in  1795,  and 
in  1800  ploughed  a  field  of-';-"  acres  and  sowed  it  with  wheat. 
An  Indian  burying  ground  v£.f  -Tibracod  within  its  limits,  and  so 
uneven  was  the  ground,  occf.> -•ct'd  by  the  numerous  graves,  that 
they  were  compelled  to  levc".  .:  with  the  spade  before  the  teams 
could  pass  over  if.  In  ploiirr.r,:  the  whole  field,  they  turned  up 
hatchets,  gun  barrels  and  loci.-^  '.:ad,  and  pieces  of  brass  kettles, 
weighing  in  all  about  one  th:::sand  pounds.  Around  tlie  graves 
were  beds  of  ashes,  und  sma'.;  r-ounds  of  black  earth,  sucli  as  are 
formed  near  dwellings  by  the  r.:-:umulation  of  chips.  From  these 
indications.  Governor  Clinton  ^i>  led  to  conclude  it  was  on  this 
spot  that  the  French  army  was  :ret  by  the  Senecas. 

Not  being  able  to  reconcile  f.:>.£'r  of  the /oregoing  locations  with 
the  account  given  by  De  N:r.v  .!o,  and  as  the  villages  he  visited 
had  long  been  abandoned,  ani  :l-.eir  names  had  ceased  to  be  used 
at  the  lime  of  the  settlement  c:  :^;?  Genesee  country,  it  became  im- 
possible to  ascertain  their  loc2".::y,  without  recourse  to  the  descen- 
dants of  the  tribe  by  whom  they  had  been  inhabited. 

Although  the  Senecas  have  ".ong  since  yielded  to  the  white  man 
the  beautiful  valley  of  the  Ger.esj-e,  and  the  Itrtile  fields  they  ranged 
so  long,  still  many  of  their  c".o  men  are  now  living,  who,  having 
hunted  over  that  territory  in  '.h?:r  youth,  possess  an  intimate  know- 
ledge of  its  topography,  and  h?.ve  treasured  up  many  stories  and 
traditions  connected  with  the  l.'.kes  and  streams,  valleys  and  hills 
which  diversify  its  surface.  Tlie  principal  part  of  the  tribe  are 
now  concentrated  on  the  Cattaraugus  reservation,  about  thirty  miles 
southwest  of  the  city  of  Butialo.  The  remainder  arc  located  on  the 
Tonnewanda  and  Alleghany  reservations. 

It  was  considered  an  interesting  subject  of  inquiry,  whether  any, 
and  if  so,  how  correct  an  account  of  De  Nonville's  Expedition  had 
been  handed  down  among  ti-e  traditions  of  that  people,  and  inqui. 
ries  were  first  ma^le  for  that  purpose  among  the  old  men  residing 
on  the  Cattaraugus  reservation.  The  result  was  altogether  un- 
satisfactory. It  seemed  to  have  almost  faded  from  the  memory  of 
the  nation  during  the  lapse  of  less  than  two  centuries.  One  old 
man  who  appeared  familiar  with  the  topography  of  the  country  in 
question,  related  a  tradition  which  unJonbtedlv  refers  to  the  Frencii 
invasion.  It  is  incorrect,  however,  in  most  particulars,  but  as  an 
interesting  specimen  of  Indian  narration,  it  is  presented  to  the  read- 
er, in  the  style  in  which  it  was  communicated.     The  speaker  haJ 
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never  heard  of  De  Nonville's  expedition,  except  from  the  oral  an- 
nals of  his  nation. 

On  being  asked  if  a  French  army  Iiad  ever  invaded  the  territory 
of  the  Senecas,  he  immediately,  in  a  very  animated  manner,  related 
the  following  tradition,  which  he  said  had  been  handed  down  among 
his  family  connexions,  who  had  resided  near  where  the  events  oc- 
curred. 

"A  long  while  ago,  perhaps  almo-t  two  hundred  years,  a  large 
army  of  French  came  into  the  bay  and  landed  at  O-nyiu-da-on'-da- 
gwat.*  There  were  several  vesicls  full  of  soldiers,  perhaps  as 
many  as  ten,  but  the  exact  number  I  do  not  recollect.  At  first  they 
traded  peaceably  with  our  people,  but  soon  it  was  discovered  that 
they  were  intending  war.  Our  warriors  were  all  absent,  fighting 
with  the  Gwah'-gwah-ge-o-noli,  in  the  country  between  the  head 
vaters  of  the  Eighteen-mile  Creek  and  tiie  Alleghany  river.  Only 
the  old  men,  too  old  to  fight,  and  the  young  men,  too  voung  to  go  to 
war,  and  the  women  and  children  were  at  homo.  Of  these  there 
was  a  vast  multitude,  for  the  population  of  tlioir  chief  town,  Ga- 
u-sa-rh'-ga-fiali,  wasso  great,  that  a  kernel  of  corn  for  each  person 
made  a  quantity  sufficient  to  fill  five  vessels  containing  one  gallon 
each.  As  soon  as  the  old  chief  learned  that  the  French  were  in  a 
hostile  attitude,  he  said, '  We  shall  die  now,  for  our  warriors  are  not 
here  to  defend  us,  but  let  us  do  what  we  can  to  help  ourselves.' 
Tiiey  then  collected  all  the  boys  who  were  big  enough  to  handle 
ihe  club,  and  went  to  a  place  where  the  cliffs  sliut  in  the  valley  of 
the  Genesee,  into  a  long  defile  through  which  they  perceived  the 
enemy  intended  to  pass.  Here  they  sat  down  under  the  clilTs,  two 
deep,  and  kept  concealed  until  the  front  of  the  enemy  were  ju<t 
passing  out  of  the  defile.  They  then  rose  with  a  yell  which  was 
answered  by  the  French.  A  desperate  conflict  ensued.  The  In- 
dians had  no  arrows,  nothing  but  the  war  club.  The  French  army 
was  so  long,  that  the  rear  reached  back  almost  to  tlic  harbor.  They 
rushed  on.  The  dead  fell  in  heaps — at  length  the  French  gave 
way,  fled  to  their  vessels,  and  left  the  country.  Their  rout  was 
complete  and  cillctual.  Their  bones  filled  the  defile  and  whitened 
all  the  valley,  like  the  seeds  where  a  heap  of  pumpkins  have  been 
broken  or  rotted  on  the  ground.  This  tlie  boys  accomplished  with 
their  clubs,  under  the  direction  of  the  old  chief,  in  the  absence  of 
the  warriors." 

•  Iroiulequoit  bay.     See  note  page  176. 
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Tit'-ho-yoh',  ihe  interpreter,  wlio  is  callod  William  Jones  by  the 
whites,  rnarritd  a  relHtivt!  cCRcd  Jac'<(t  .in  1  knew  liim  intimately. 
He  states  tliat  the  chief  often  mentioned,  t'.at  whfu  a  boy,  ho  used 
to  hear  the  old  men  speak  of  a  large  pa-ly  of  French  soIJiers,  who 
penetrated  tlie  Indian  country  along  ilie  Genesee,  to  a  place  called 
in  the  Seneca  language  Sgoh'-sa-is'-thah.  Ho  did  not  admit,  how- 
ever, that  the  Indians  sutierc-d  any  serious  defeat,  which  may  be 
r»>adily  accounted  tor,  from  the  known  fact,  that  they  seldom  speak 
of  disastrous  occurrences,  wiih  which  ar.v  mortifying  recollections 
are  associated.  Red  Jacket  ^vas  misinformed  as  to  the  I'oute  pur- 
sued by  the  French,  as  will  fiiUy  appear  in  the  sequel. 

In  the  course  of  the  inquiries  made  among  the  Senecas  on  the 
Cattaraugus  reservatioO;  frequent  reference  was  made  by  them  to 
Dyu-ne-ho-gaah'-wahj*  the  principal  chief  of  the  Tonewandas,  who 
is  better  known  to  the  whites  by  the  name  of  John  Blacksmith.  He 
hunted  in  his  youth  ovoi  the  country  embraced  within  the  limits  of 
the  present  counties  of  Monroe,  Livingston  and  Ontario,  and  thus 
acquired  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  old  Indian  localities.  This, 
added  to  a  remarkable  memory  for  one  of  his  age,  rendered  it 
probable  that  he  was  possessed  of  the  desired  information.  An  in- 
terview was  accordingly  had  with  him  at  his  residence  on  the  banks 
of  the  Tonowanda,  and  much  mieresting  information  was  obtained. 
Without  apprising  him  of  the  object  of  the  inquiry,  he  was  asked  if 
he  had  ever  heard  that  a  French  army  penetrated  the  Genesee 
country  in  olden  time?  In  answer  to  which  he  related  the  follow- 
ing tradition. 

About  fjur  generations  ago,  a  French  army  landed  secretly  and 
unexpectedly  at  a  place  called  by  the  Senecas  Gan-nyc-o  dat'-iiah, 
which  is  a  short  distance  from  the  head  of  O-nyiu'-daon'-da-gwat', 
or  Irondequoit  Bay,  as  it  is  called  by  the  whites.  They  immedi- 
ately marched  into  the  interior  towards  the  ancient  village  of  the 
Senecas,  called  Ga-o-sa-eJi'-ga  aall,  following  the  main  beaten  path 
which  led  directly  to  that  place. 

As  soon  as  the  Indians  residing  at  the  village  received  intelli- 
gence of  t'^eir  approach,  they  sent  news  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
neighboring  town  of  Gall  a'-yan-d^k.     On  being  reinturced  by  them 

•  The  meaning ofthis  name  is,  "at  the  open  dow,"  it  being  the  title  of  the 
sachem  whose  station  is  at  the  wostcrn  t!oor  of  th.'  "  Lone,'  Houso"  of  thf  Six  Na- 
tion?, and  has  been  apphtJ  to  I31ac!. smith, since-  tluj  ili-position  and  di.;uh  of  Lit- 
tle Johii-i/ii. 
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ihoy  met  tiie  French  as  they  advanced  towards  the  former  vlllai:", 
and  a  severe  battle  ensued.  On  account  of  their  inferior  nuniber.s, 
the  Indians  were  defeated,  and  fled  to  a  village  then  locat'jd  near 
the  foot  of  Canandaigua  Lake.  The  French  advanced,  Lnrned 
the  village,  and  laid  waste  the  adjacent  cornfields.  As  soon  as 
they  had  accomplished  the  above  object,  they  retraced  their  steps 
towards  the  landing.  Runners  having  been  despatched  by  the 
Senecas  to  their  principal  towns,  to  give  notice  of  the  presence  of 
the  enemy,  a  large  force  was  soon  collected  to  defend  the  village, 
and  capture  the  French.  When  they  reached  Ga-6-su-eh'-ga  aah, 
nothing  remained  of  that  village  but  its  smoking  ruins.  They  im- 
mediately  pursued  the  French,  and  arrived  at  the  bay  a  short  time 
too  late.  The  expedition  had  left  the  shore  and  were  not  yet  out 
of  sight. 

The  place  where  the  battle  occured  was  near  a  small  stream 
with  a  hill  on  one  side,  and  was  long  known  to  the  Senecas  by  the 
name  of  Dya-godi'-yu,  or  •'  the  place  of  a  haille." 

For  the  purpose  of  identifying  this  point,  a  map  of  the  country 
overrun  by  the  French,  on  which  the  lakes,  rivers,  and  creeks  were 
correctly  delineated,  was  laid  before  the  chief,  on  which  he  was 
requested  to  designate  the  battle  field.  After  examining  it  attcn- 
tivcly  for  a  short  time,  during  which  he  recognised  the  various 
places  with  which  he  had  become  familiar  in  his  youthful  rambles, 
his  finger  rested  upon  a  point  near  the  present  village  of  Victor,  in 
the  County  of  Ontario,  about  ten  miles  north-west  of  Canandaigua. 
As  this  was  an  unlocked  for  location,  it  having  been  generally  sup- 
jx)sed  that  the  engagement  took  place  either  in  the  vicinity  of  Avon, 
or  between  that  village  and  Irondequoit  Hay,  Blacksmith  was 
questioned  particularly  upon  the  subject,  and  found  to  be  very 
positive  as  to  the  locality.  Although  his  knowledge  is  derived  only 
from  tradition,  the  peculiar  facilities  he  has  possessed  for  obtaining 
correct  information,  entitle  him  to  much  credit.  His  ancestors  re- 
sided at  Ga-u-sa-ch'-ga  aah.,  the  village  nearest  the  battle  ground, 
and  it  was  natural  that  t!)ey  should  transmit  to  their  descendants 
an  accurate  account  of  the  disasters  they  experienced  from  such 
unusual  occurrences,  as  the  invasion  of  their  territory  by  the 
French,  and  the  destruction  of  one  of  their  principal  villages. 

The  Etymology  of  the  name,  Ga-u-sacdi'-ga  aah,  as  explained 
by  Blacksmith,  will  also  thiow  some  light  upon  the  identity  of  thi-^ 
place.     lie  says  that  the  whole  village  was  supplied  bv  one  spring, 
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vhich  issued  fr?;m  ihe  fioc  of  a  hill.  To  proci;re  the  water  more 
<  'iiveniently.  the  iadians  inado  troughs  or  condiictors  of  basswood 
bark,  which,' when  ftlripppd  from  the  tror,  ciiri-?  readily  into  tlie 
proper  shape,  and  wiih  these  tliey  conHacted  ihe  water  lo  a  point 
whore  it  could  be  cau,r;ht  in  their  vessels. 

The  fact  that  this  was  thy  only  t^priiig  in. the  vicinity,  gave  pro- 
ii)incnce  to  the  use  of  tlie  lasswood  bark,  and  hence,  acronling  to 
th?  Indian  custom,  arose  the  name,  Ga-6-tach  ga  aali,  or  tJic  luss- 
iroo'l  bark  lies  there.  ■  - 

On  the  western  declivity  of  the  hill  on  wldch  the  village  was 
situated,  now  called  Boughion's  HiU,  is  a  spring  wiiich  was  known 
t'>  the  earliest  settlors. 

For  many  years  after  the  first  settlement  of  the  town  of  Victor 
by  the  V.  hites,  a  plain  a>Kl  deep  path  was  to  be  seen  leading  from 
tiic  site  of  the  Indian  village  to  the  spring  in  question.  The  Indian 
trail  leading  from  Irondequoit  bay  to  the  same  village,  being  the 
one  pursued  by  the  French,  was  also  then  distinctly  visible. 
The  distance  of  the  battle  field  from  the  mouth  of  Irondcquoit  Bay, 
iigrees  with  that  given  by  the  Baron  La  Hontan,  who  calls  it  seven 
leagues,  or  twcntj-one  miles,  itiough  distances  given  under  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  the  Baron  was  placed,  are  not  always  relia- 
ble, and  are  generally  overstated. 

On  making  inquiry  of  some  of  the  first  settlers  of  the  town  of 
Victor,  residing  in  the  vicinity  of  the  point  indicated  by  Blacksmith, 
it  was  ascertained  that  a  tradition  of  a  great  battle  between  ihe 
French  and  Senecas  at  that  place,  was  still  current  among  them. 
One  individual  stated,  that  -.ibout  fifty  years  ago,  Captain  Brandt, 
the  celebrated  i\Inhawk  Chief,  while  on  his  way  to  his  residence  in 
Canada,  stopped  at  Boughton's  Hill,  then  called  Castle  Hill,  and 
went  out  with  -Mr.  Boughton  and  others,  to  view  the  "old  French 
battle  ground," — that  the  place  which  he  pointed  out  has  ever  since 
been  thus  designated  by  the  inhabitants.  Brandt  further  stated, 
that  his  grandfather  piloted  the  I^rench  and  Indians  from  the  mouth 
of  Irondequoit  bay  to  the  Indian  village. 

There  are  now  many  indications  of  the  former  existence  of  ex- 
tensive Indian  settlements  in  the  town  of  Victor,  above  mentioned, 
within  the  circuit  of  three  miles,  and  Indian  hatchets,  gun  locks  of 
rude  construction,  gun.  barrels,  beads,  pieces  of  brass  kettles,  stone 
pipes,  6zc.  &c.,  have  been  frequently  found.  So  great  a  quantity 
of  gun  barrels,  hatchets,  <kc.,   were   many  years  ago  ploughed  up 
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on  t!i<3  south  part  of  the  groat  lot  number  four,  in  the  same  to\rn, 
that,  l.y  reason  of  the  scarcity  of  iron  in  the  new  settlements  at  that 
earlv  perioJ,  it  became  an  important  acquisition  for  the  supjjly  of 
the  blacksmith  shop.  Thousands  of  graves  were  tlicn  to  he  seen, 
many  of  which  are  yet  visible,  and  rude  implements,  of  savage 
construction,  are  often  found  on  opening  them.  On  the  siteoftlic 
old  village,  large  quantities  of  charred  corn  have  been  turned  up 
by  the  plough,  showing  that  the  village  was  destroyed  by  fire. 

The  precise  place  where  the  battle  occurred,  is  a  short  distance 
west  of  the  present  village  of  Victor,  on  the  north-eastern  edge 
of  a  large  swamp,  and  on  the  northerly  side  of  a  stream  now  call- 
ed  Great  Brook.  On  the  first  settlement  of  the  country,  it  was 
partly  covered  with  a  thick  grov,-th  of  timber,  and  dense  under- 
brush, furtiiing  a  very  advantageous  place  for  an  Indian  ambus- 
cade. It  is  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  north-west  of  the  site  of 
the  old  Iridian  vill'ige  on  Bouglitou's  IliU,  called  by  De  Nonville 
"  Gannagaro,"  which  is  a  Mohawk  word. 

Its  identity  with  Gau-sa-eh'-ga  agh,  the  Seneca  name  of  the  same 
village,  as  given  by  Blacksmith,  is  not  obvious,  but  the  changes 
which  the  former  has  undoubtedly  undergone  in  receiving  its 
French  dress,  may  possibly  account  for  the  discrepance.  That 
both  names  refer  to  the  same  place,  there  can  be  no  doubt. 
Wri.tworth  Greenhalp,  in  his  journal  of  a  "voyage  from  Albany 
to  the  Indians  in  1G77,"  says  that"  the  Seneca  village,  Canagorah, 
is  !^ituated  on  the  top  of  a  great  hill,  much  like  that  at  Onondaga." 
This  description  corresponds  with  the  situation  of  the  old  village 
on  BoLighton  Hill. 

The  "Fort,"  mentioned  by  Dc  j\onviIle,  "  of  eight  hundred 
paces  in  circumference,  and  situated  on  a  very  advantageous 
height,  distant  half  a  league  from  Gannagaro,"  is  still  an  object  of 
nuich  interest  to  the  antiquarian.  Although  the  plough  has  level- 
led  its  trenches,  and  nearly  obliterated  the  evidences  of  its  former 
occupancy,  enough  remains  to  identify  the  spot.  T!ie  same  solita- 
ry spring  referred  to  by  De  Nonville,  as  the  only  one  by  which  the 
fort  was  supplied,  still  oozes  from  the  declivity  of  iho  liill,  a  living 
witness  of  the  locality.  The  height  on  which  the  fort  was  situated, 
is  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  westerly  from  the  site  of  Gannagaro, 
a  v.-iilo  valley  intcrvLiiing.  It  has  long  been  known  by  the  name 
of"  Fort  Hill,"  am.uv^^  the  inliabitants  in  its  vicinity.  Its  summit 
is   perfectly  level,   embracing  an  area   of  about  forty   acres,     lis 
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eastern  and  southern  ucclivitj'  is  quiio  precipitous,  along  the  top  of 
which  a  trf.nch  %\  as  visible  for  n.anv  y-ars  ai'ter  the  first  settle- 
ment of  the  coazitry.  A  deep  \rji\b  leJ  from  the  southeast  angle 
of  the  fort  to  ihe  spring  in  question,,  ond  was  probably  protected 
by  the  "advanctd  ennvncliment,''  incntioncd  by  De  Nonville. 
The  Senecas  called  the  fortification,  Gah  a'-yrm-dLk,  which  means 
literally,  "  there  was  a  [on  there  " 

Three  other  villagec  v/ere  also  visited  by  the  French  expedition, 
to  wit:  Gan-no  ga-rae,  Tctiakto  and  Ganuounafa.  The  first  is 
described  as  being  a  short  league  from  Gannagaro.  It  must  have 
been  situated  southerly  from  that  place,  as  numerous  indications 
of  an  ancient  Indian  village  in  that  vicinity  existed  at  the  first  set- 
tlement  of  the  country,  Tiie  only  one  M-hich  answers  to  De  Non- 
ville's  description,  is  Chi'-nos-hah'-geh,  which  was  located  in  the 
north-east  part  of  the  present  town  of  East  Bloomfield,  about  three 
•and  one  half  miles  south-east  of  Boughton's  Hill,  near  where  the 
old  Indian  trail  crossed  i\Iud  Creek.  Its  name  and  location  is  well 
preserved  by  Indian  tradition.  When  first  discovered  by  the 
whites,  this  site  bore  many  evidences  of  former  Indian  occupancy, 
and  there  is  but  little  doubt  that  the  Gavnogarac  of  De  Nonville, 
was  at  this  point. 

To-ti-ak-to  is  described  as  a  large  village,  four  leagues,  or 
twelve  miles,  from  Gannagaro.  On  searching  for  a  village  about 
that  distance,  it  was  ascertained  that  one  of  considerable  impor- 
tance formerly  existed  in  the  north-eastern-most  bend  of  the 
Honeoye  outlet,  near  West  Mendon,  in  Monroe  County.  This 
village  is  called  by  Blacksmish,  De-yu'-di-haak'-doh,  which  he 
says,  signifies  "  the  laid,"  from  its  location  in  a  bend  of  the 
Honeoye.  Its  site  is  just  eleven  miles  from  Gannagaro.  Its  iden- 
tity with  To-ti-ak-to,  will  be  perceived,  when  t  is  remembered  that 
the  French,  in  spelling  Indian  words,  change  d  to  /,  and  often 
omit  the  y  when  it  comes  before  a  vowel.  They  also,  seldom,  if 
ever,  insert  the  nasal  sounds  of  the  vowels.  The  distance  of  tliis 
village  from  Gannagaro,  corresponds  with  sulncicnt  exactness  witli 
the  four  leagues  given  by  De  Nonville. 

The  distance  which  the  expedition  travelled  in  returning  from 
To-ti  ak-to,  to  the  point  wliere  they  landed,  is  stated  by  Dc  Non- 
ville  at  eight  leagues.  lie  undoubtedly  pursued  a  somewliat  cir- 
cuitous route  on  his   return,  in  order  the  more  effectually  to  lay 
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waste  the  fields  of  the  Senccas.  The  distance  may  thus  have  been 
easily  increased  to  eight  leagues. 

As  a  further  evidence  that  the  To-ti-ak-to,  mentioned  by  De 
Nonville,  and  the  De-yu'-di-haak'-doh  of  Blacksmith,  refer  to  the 
same  village,  it  may  be  mentioned,  that  Mr.  Greenhalp,  la  his 
journal  above  quoted,  mentions  "  Ti-o-te-hat-ton,"  as  a  Seneca  vil- 
lage  lying  to  the  westward  of  Canagorah,  "near  the  river  Ti-o-te- 
hat-ton,  ti7i/c/t  signifies"  "leiidimj"  The  resemblance  in  ortho- 
graphy of  the  last  name,  with  that  given  by  De  Nonville,  and  its 
similarity  in  meaning  with  the  name  given  by  Blacksmith,  refer 
both  to  the  same  locality. 

The  remaining  village  mentioned  by  De  Nonville  as  Gannou- 
nata,  two  leagues  from  To-ti-ak-to,  has. not  been  positively  identi- 
fied. There  was  a  village  about  two  miles  south-east  of  East 
Avon,  at  the  source  of  the  small  stream  which  empties  into  the 
Conesus,  near  Avon  Springs,  This  place  was  called  by  the  Sen- 
ecas  "  Dyu-do'o-s6t,"  from  its  location  "  at  the  Spring."  Seneca  tra- 
dition has  not  preserved  the  name  or  location  of  any  other  village 
that  answers  so  well  to  De  Nonville's  description  of  Gannounata, 
and  it  is  quite  probable  that  this  is  the  identical  site. 

The  Baron  La  Hontan,  in  his  account  of  the  expedition  before 
referred  to,  gives  the  names  of  two  of  the  villages  visited  by  the 
French  as  "  The-ga-ron-hics,"  and  "  Da-non-ca-ri-ta-rui,"  the  for- 
mer being  the  same  village  visited  by  Father  Hennepin  in  1679, 
eight  years  previous.  Neither  of  these  names  are  mentioned  by 
De  Nonville,  and  there  seemed  to  be  a  discrepance  wholly  irrecon- 
cileable.  It  is  very  probable,  however,  that  they  are  intended  for 
two  high  Seneca  Sachems  of  the  Snipe  Clan,  called  in  the  Seneca 
dialect,  "De-ga  o-yes,"  and  "  Ga-noh'-ga-ili'-da-wili."  They  were 
very  distinguished  men,  and  when  the  names  of  the  villages  were 
sought  for,  they  were  probably  described  to  La  Ilontan  as  the  re- 
sidencfs  of  the  above  nf.med  chiefs.  It  is  remarkable  that  La 
Fileau,  in  describing  the  Indian  custom  of"  calling  their  lands  af- 
ter their  own  names,"  adduces  the  name  of  this  identical  chief  as 
an  example. 

"  Parmi  les  Tsonnontouans,  Tsonnonkeritaoui  et  Teionninnoka- 
raoucn,  sont  des  noms  affectez  au  pay?,  et  a  quelques-uns  des 
Chefs,  particuliurment  ;\  celui  qui  est  Ic  maitre  du  village."  La 
Fitcau  Miciirs  d''s  Saiivaijesi.     T.  II.  p.  172. 

It  is  very  probable  lliat  the    names   mentioned   by  La   Montan, 
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were  given  to  the  two  chiefs  in  commemoration  of  their  exploits, 
for  at  the  commencement  of  the  Avar  between  tlie  Iroquois  and  tlie 
Adirondacks  or  Algonkins,  it  was  agreed,  that  the  clan  which 
should  cross  the  lake  seven  times,  and  return  with  the  trophies  of 
victory,  sliould  be  entitled  to  the  highest  honors. 

The  Snipes  under  these  two  Sachems  accomplished  this  feat, 
and  their  names,  like  official  titles  among  civilized  nations,  have 
been  transmitted  to  their  successors,  who  are  invested,  even  at  the 
present  day,  with  something  of  the  glory  of  their  predecessors. 

It  may  also  be  stated  in  this  connex'on,  that  Father  Gamier, 
who  was  long  a  missionary  among  the  Iroquois,  being  found  in 
one  of  their  villages  by  Hennepin  in  his  embassy  to  the  Senecas 
in  1679,  mentions  a  Seneca  Chief  by  the  name  of  Shon-non-ke-ri- 
ta-oui,*  and  in  writing  from  the  Seneca  Country  in  1672,  he  calls 
the  same  chief  On-non-ken-ri-ta-oui,  and  says  '•  he  is  tiie  most  dis- 
linguishcd  chief  of  the  Senecas."t 

At  the  period  of  De  Nonville's  invasion,  the  Iroquois  were  com- 
posed  of  five  rations  only,  the  Tuscaroras  not  having  as  yet  been 
received  into  the  confederacy.  The  French  Jesuits,  who  visited 
them  at  an  early  day,  and  established  missions  in  their  principal 
villages,  designated  the  respective  cantons  by  the  fjllowing  names  : 
Mohawk,  Anniegue. 

Oneida,  Onnciout. 

Onondaga,  Onnontague. 

Cayuga,  Oioguen. 

Seneca,  Sonnontouan. 

Father  Le  Mcrcier  states  that  in  1665,  the  Mohawks  numbered 
3  or  400  warriors,  the  Oneidas  140,  the  Onondagas  300,  the 
Cayugas  300,  and  the  Senecas  1200,  making  2310  men,  capable 
of  carrying  on  v.ar.T 

In  1007,  Colonel  Courcey,  agent  for  Virginia,  estimated  the 
number  of  warriors  belonging  to  the  Five  Nations  as  follows.       ' 


Mohawks, 

300 

Cayugas, 

300 

Oneidas, 

200 

Senecas, 

1,000 

Onondairas, 

350 

Total,  2,150§ 

♦  La  Fitean.T.  iii.  p.  lo9.  t  Relation,  1671—2.  p.  SI. 

:  Relation,  1CC4— 5.  p.  45.  ^  Chalmers'  Folinca!  Annals,  p.  606. 
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Those  two  estimates  diiTer  but  little  from  that  of  De  Nonvillo, 
who  gives  tlieir  number  at  2000.  Taking  both  for  a  basis,  the 
whole  population  must  have  exceeded  7000  souls. 

The  French  gained  little  honor  and  no  advantage  in  their  expe- 
dition. Their  inefficiency  disgusted  their  Indian  allies,  one  of 
whom,  an  Ottawa,  said  they  were  only  fit  to  make  war  on  Indian 
corn  and  bark  canoes. 

The  Avriter  cannot  conclude  without  acknowledging  the  many 
obligations  he  is  under  to  the  Rev.  Asher  Wright,  of  the  Cattar- 
augus Mission,  for  tlie  information  which  his  critical  knowledge 
of  the  Seneca  language  enabled  him  to  supply,  particularly  in  re- 
gard to  tlie  orthography  and  meaning  of  the  Indian  geographical 
terms  noticed  on  the  map. 

Also  to  the  Hon.  Acgdstcs  Porter,  of  Niagara  Falls,  one  of  the 
early  pioneers  of  Western  New  York,  who  communicated  some 
valuable  details  respecting  the  topography  of  that  part  of  the  Gen- 
esee country  embraced  within  the  operations  of  De  Nonville. 

Acknowledgments  are  also  due  to  Messrs  Dwyer,  Aylwoeth,  and 
MooRE,  of  Victor,  in  Ontario  County,  for  interesting  information, 
and  local  traditions,  which  their  early  residence  in  that  region  ena- 
bled them  to  furnish. 

Biifalo,  Oct.  1S47.  "  '  .  '     '  ■      '     '■    '    .'' 
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OF  EJS  EirEDITION  iGAINST  VUE    SOXNONTOrAXS,*  ENEIIIES  OF  THE  IT.E.VCH  COLO.Tr, 
VNTiSTAKEJf  BY  ORDER  OF  TH£  KINO. 


The  Strength  at'  the  enemy  consists  in  the  firm  union 
which  exists  amojii:  the  five  great  Cantons  of  the  Iroqouis 
nation,  each  of  wliich  is  in  many  respects  dependent  on 
the  rest.  They  nr.'.iibt-r  altogether  more  than  two  thousand 
armed  men,  capaM>'  of  carrying  on  war,  and  for  many 
years  have  been  ln'kl  in  such  dread  by  all  the  nations 
of  jNorlh  America,  tliat  we  expected  every  day  to  see  all 
the  savage  allies  and  friends  of  the  Colony  join  them, 
through  fear  of  so  lorniidablc  an  enemy. 

The  above  reasons,  and  also  because  rehgion,  thronirh 
the  opposition  of  ihoe  enemies,  has  made  no  j)roirress  for  a 
long  time,  induced  iho  King  to  send  me  orders  to  wage  war 
against  them. 

We  were  all  v.-iatcr  getting  ready  for  that  purpose,  and 
providing  ourselves  with  everything  necessary  I'or  an  enter- 
prise so  arduous  by  reason  of  the  remoteness  of  the 
enemy,  and  the  ililiioult  navigation  of  the  river  St.  Law- 
rence, (which,  for  the  space  of  thirty  leagues,  is  full  of  cas- 
cades, waterfalls,  and  rapids.)  and  also  of  the  great  Lake 
Ontario,  a  sea  of  two  hundred  leagues  in  circumference,  on 
which  violent  and  frc([ucnt  winds  prevail. 

These  cantons  ol"  the  enemy  are  situated  on  the  south 
side  of  said  Lake,  wiiUdy  separated  from  each  other,  and 
surrounded  with  small  lakes,  swamps,  woods,  and  rivers. 
They  are  at  unequal  distances  from  Lake  C»ntario,  so  that 
one  cannot  reach  then?,  except  by  land  through  the  forests, 
carrying  his  provisions  on  his  back  during  ell  the  time  he  i> 
com})elled  to  be  away  fi'o.-n  said  Lake. 

In  aid  of  the  prose. Mitioii  of  this  war,  we  resolved  to  place 
in  security  the   [josL  ot  Catarocouy,f  which  is  a  saiai!  re- 

*  The  ScMPcas  were  sd  r.illcl  by  (he  Frencli. 

t  Fort  Catarocoiiy,  or  "  Cailiiraciiii,"  as  ihe  C:i„'!ioli  calleJ  it,  was  b'jiil  by  ilic 
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(lonht  built  by  M.  cc  Fionteri,--iC,  at  the  foot  of  Lake  On- 
tario. 

This  plan  is  also  necessary  for  the  establiahment  of  a 
in!if,'azinc,  and  for  the  security  of  throe  barks,  which  were 
in  very  bad  contrition.  Two  of  them  were  built  for  thn 
Sieur  de  La  Salle,  for  the  fur  trade  on  said  Lake,  and  the 
third  by  M.  d?  la  Barre,  for  the  service  of  the  King. 

])uring  all  the  summer  of  ihe  preceding  year,  I  was 
very  desirous  of  est<^blis.hing  a  magazine  of  provisions  and 
rnuiutions  at  thnt  placf,  but  was  restrained  from  doing  so. 
through  fear  of  alarir-iag  those  barbarians,  who,  incited 
and  instigated  by  ihe  English  to  make  war  upon  us,  in  or- 
der to  obtain  contr-d  of  the  far  trade,  were  at  that  time  on 
tlie  point  of  falling  upon  the  colony.  They  would  undoubt- 
edly have  done  so,  had  it  not  l)cenfor  the  care  and  shrewd- 
ness of  the  Reverend  Father  de  Lamberville,  a  Jesuit  mis- 
sionary in  one  of  their  villages,  who  by  his  iniiuence, 
averted  the  siorm  which  would  have  been  the  more  fatal. 
from  our  being  unprepared  to  protect  ourselves  against  their 
incursions.  We  Avere  daily  on  the  eve  of  great  misfortunes. 
But  Heaven  ordered  it  otherwise,  since  it  willed  that  w^e 
should  ourselves  be  the  assailants. 

Thus  all  the  last  summer  ^^•as  passed  in  negotiations, 
which  terminated  in  an  agreement  that  both  parties  should 
meet  at  Catarocouy,  to  take  measures  for  the  conclusion 
of  a  general  peace.  But  the  piide  of  that  nation,  accus- 
tomed to  sec  others  yield  to  its  tyranny,  and  the  insult  which 
they  have  continued  to  heap  both  upon  the  French  and  on 
our  savnge  allies,  have  induced  us  to  believe  there  is  no  use 
in  negotiating  with  them  but  with  arms  in  our  hands,  and 
we  have  all  winter  been  preparing  to  pay  them  a  visit. 

After  the  ice  thawed  in  the  spring,  we  determined  to  send 
flour  to  Catarocouy,  Avith  the  bark  canoes  we  were  able  to 
collect,  and  urged  the  habitans  to  hasten  the  sowing  of  their 
seed,  that  they  might  be  ready  to  march  vith  the  eight  hun- 
dred troops  which  have  been  in  the  country  for  two  years. 

The  levies  upon  om-  hahifons  amounted  to  eight  hundred 
men,  besides  more  than  a  hundred  of  the  most  skilful,  des- 
tined for  an  escort. 

The  first  mustering  of  the  habitans  from  the  environs  of 

Court  de  Frontenac,  ia  1C73,  as  a  check  upon  the  Iroquois,  and  was  for  a  Ion; 
time  called  -ufiirr  his  naiiip.  It  was  situaied  near  the  present  city  of  Kingston, 
i;iCan-nJa  West.  In  ]f.7?,i'  tvas  rebuilt  l>y  La  Suile,  with  stone,  ia  the  form  of 
»  sqnare,  Ranked  hy  ^'^'^^  bastions.  It  was  about  ihree-fourilis  of  a  mile  in  cii- 
cuni  fere  nee. 
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Quebec,  took  place  on  the  24th  day  of  IMay,  but  being  de- 
layed for  eiiiht  days  by  a  furious  northeast  wind,  we  could 
not  mu<tcr  the  eight  hundred  soldiers  and  the  eight  hundred 
habitans  at  ^Montreal,  until  the  10th  of  June,  and  we  then 
distributed  among  them  the  battcau.v,  designed  to  carry 
eight  men  in  each,  with  their  provisions  l^or  two  months. 

Our  iroops  were  arransrcd  for  the  march  as  tbilows  : — 
Eight  platoons  of  two  hundred  men  each,  were  under  tlie 
command  of  eight  of  the  best  officers,  as  well  of  the  troops 
as  of  tiie  hahilans.  Six  batteaux  formed  a  company,  cacli 
batteau  carrying  eight  men.  Each  commandant  of  two 
hundred  men,  had  charge  of  twenty-four  batteaux,  which 
were  arranged  and  numbered  up  to  twenty-lour,  and 
carried  in  the  first  the  flag  by  which  the  twenty-four  bat- 
teaux were  distinguished. 

The  names  of  the  four  commandants  of  the  troops,  were 
D'Orvilliers,  St.  Cirq,  De  Troyes  and  Yailerennes,  veteran 
captains  of  infantry,  and  good  officers.  The  four  captains 
of  the  hahitars  were  Berthier,  La  Yalterge,  Granville,  and 
Longueil  f^e  Moyne,  all  four  very  competent  for  the  com- 
mand. 

The  four  commandants  of  the  troops  had  with  them  M. 
Le  Chevalier  de  ^'a^dreuil,  recently  arrived  from  France  to 
take  command  of  the  King's  Jbrces  in  this  country.  The 
four  commandants  of  the  militia  had  for  their  commandant 
General  the  Sieur  Duguay,  a  veteran  otlicer  of  the  Carig- 
nan,*  a  long  time  established  in  this  countr\\ 

M.  De  Calliercs  was  commander-in-chief  of  both  divi- 
sions under  my  orders.  The  order  of  march  throughout  the 
entire  voyage,  was  a  battalion  of  troops,  succeeded  by  one 
of  militia,  alternately,  that  they  might  be  in  readiness  to  af- 
ford each  other  assistance,  our  habitans  being  the  niost  ex- 
perienced in  this  mode  of  travelling. 

In  respect  to  our  savage  allies  who  live  in  the  Colony,  and 
who  followed  us  to  the  number  of  about  four  hundred, 
their  order  of  march  was  not  prescribed,  that  they  might 
serve  as  scouts,  or  in  the  detachments  we  should  send  out, 
or  in  facilitating  the  march,  according  to  the  necessity  oi' 
the  case,  reserving  them  tor  such  use  as  is  made  of  dragoons 
in  France. 

•  The  nrjiile  of  this  officer  is  FpelleJ  "  Du  Gne,"  by  Charlevoix.  He  is  pro- 
bably the  per.-on  of  thnt  name  who  acconipnuioJ  FatluT  Ifennepin,  in  his  early 
exploraiion  of  liie  Mis^i.-sippi,  seven  years  previous.  There  was  a  roijim»'nt  in 
the  French  service  called  the  regiment  of  "  Carignan  Salieres,"  which  is  pro- 
bably the  one  referred  to  in  the  ie.tt. 
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On  assembling  our  troops  at  Montreal,  we  received  news 
of  llie  arrival  at  Quebec,  of  JM.  D'Omblement,"  wiili  a 
Kiii;;'s  ship,  called  the  Arc-en-riel,  which  arrived  I'rom 
France  in  thirty-three  days,  a  thing  unprecedented  since 
the  settlement  of  Canada.  lie  brought  us  news  of  the  re- 
inforcement of  eight  hundred  men,  which  was  sent  by  the 
King,  and  remained  in  place  of  the  hahiUinfi,  whom  we  had 
drawn  from  their  homes. 

Notwithstanding  the  haste  we  made,  our  little  nrmy  did 
not  set  out  from  Vilk-Marie,]  in  the  island  ol  ^Montreal, 
until  the  13th  day  of  June. 

On  the  14th.  in  the  morning,  wc  passed  the  rapids  and 
the  Saut  St.  Louis,  and  all  the  troops  encamped,  a  part  in 
the  isle  of  l\rrot,  and  a  part  at  Chaleaugu^,  where  our  chris- 
tian savnges  awaited  us. 

The  latter  sung  and  danced  the  war  dance  all  night,  at  a 
feast  which  was  made  ibrthem  by  means  of  two  lean  cows, 
and  some  dozen  dogs,  roasted  in  their  skins-— which  are  the 
true  enrolments  for  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war.  We 
were  obliged  to  rest  on  the  liitcenth,  by  reason  of  very  bad 
weather,  storms  and  contrary  winds,  which  prevailed  all 
day,  and  prevented  our  passing  in  Lake,  which  is  very  dan- 
gerous. 

We  feared  any  increase  of  wind,  on  account  of  the  two 
currents  of  two  large  rivers  which  meet  there,  and  the  ex- 
istence of  a  grcnt  number  of  rocks  and  shoals. 

On  the  morning  of  the  JGth,  our  little  fleet,  composed  of 
three  hundred  and  fifty  sail,  appeared  in  a  body  upon  the 
Lake,  and  favored  by  a  i'air  wind  and  line  weather,  reached 
the  loot  of  the  euscades.t.  where  a  portage  of  all  the 
luggage,  munitions  of  war,  and  provisions  became  neces- 
sary. 

It  was  tiiere  that  our  soldiers  and  Canadians,  stripped  to 
their  shirts  in  the  water,  as  deep  in  many  ])laces  as  their 
arm  pits,  work(>d  like  water  dogs,  drawing  with  cords  or 
pushing  with  their  shoulders,  the  batteaux  and  canoes,  to 
overcome  the  rapiility  of  the  stream.  We  I'ound  our  Indi- 
ans of  great  service  on  this  occasion. 

•  La  Ilontar,  writes  tliia  name  "  D'Amblemont,"  and  says  the  passage  was 
maile  from  Roclic-lle  in  twenty-eight  dnys. 

t  Viile-.Mnrie  is  tiie  ancii;nt  name  ln-stoweJ  upon  Montreal  tiy  its  fouiulors. 
Charlevoix  says  it  was  used  in  Ins  time  in  piililic  acts,  and  tliat  the  Lurds-jno- 
ftrietaries  were  exceedingly  jealous  of  its  retention. 

t  These  rapids  or  fulls  are  situated  at  llie  upper  end  of  the  island  of  Perrot 
wbkh  lies  opposite  the  liioutii  of  the  Uiuwas  river. 
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This  day's  work  was  severe  on  account  of  three  clifTicuIt 
passages.  The  great  vigor  of  our  men  .surmounted  all  ihe 
irnpedimtMifs,  the  least  of  which  would  have  ajipaiU'd  the 
stoutest  henrt  in  Europe  ;  showinsi:  what  rnan  cati  accom- 
plish when  he  undertakes  an  object. 

This  same  day  we  passed  the  Cascades,  Le  Trnii,  and  Le 
Bi/iss-nn^-  ^^'e  encamped  at  evening  in  three  dilltTcnl  divi- 
sions, separate  from  each  other.  "J'iie  t  rst  two  battalions 
Wf  re  at  the  toot  of  the  rapids,  called  Cotcau  dcs  ddrs,] 
the  next  two  a  little  below,  and  the  other  four  a  little  lower 
still. 

On  the  17th,  our  troops  began  their  march  at  day-break, 
and  the  most  we  could  accomplish  was  to  pass  the  rapids 
of  the  Colcau  des  Ccdrcs  and  tliose  of  the  Ccdres.  Nearly 
all  unloaded  their  boats  at  the  formei-,  but  the  remainder, 
more  courageous,  passed  them  very  safely  without  that 
trouble.  We  encamped  half  a  league  above  the  latter.  This 
day's  advance  Avas  only  about  two  leagues,  by  reason  of  the 
length  of  the  last  rapid,  which  is  nearly  three  quarters  of  a 
league,  and  where  it  was  necessary  to  pass  all  the  boats 
and  canoes  in  single  order.  We  lost  two  balteaux  in  this 
diOlcult  passage,  which  were  swung  around  by  the  current 
and  swampet!,  also  two  sacks  of  biscuit  wliich  got  wet. 

On  the  I8ih  we  encamped  a  good  quarter  of  a  league 
from  Lake  Ht.  Francis,  alter  ];)as^ing  the  Cvtcau  du  Lac, 
which  is  the  most  dillicult  rapid  to  surmount.  We  wen- 
obliged  to  make  a  portage  of  all  the  loading,  and  even  of 
the  greater  part  of  tlie  batteaux,  aided  by  our  good  Iriend^, 
the  savages.     We  advanced  three  leagues  this  day. 

On  the  19th,  we  were  able  to  proceed  only  three  lofiirues, 
on  account  of  a  lienvy  rain  and  storm,  which  obliged  us  to 
encamp  on  the  border's  of  th(j  above  nnraetl  lake,  at  a  jdace 
called  Pohife  a  Baudct.  The  ^Sieur  Terre  arrived  in  the 
evening  with  four  Iroquois,  their  women  and  two  children, 
whom  he  had  captured  fifteen  leagues  below,  at  a  j)lace 
where  ]  had  sent  him  for  that  purpose. 

Two  of  these  Iroquois  are  the  most  inlluential  of  the  nation 
of  (ioyogoucns."!  ojHii  enemies  ol  the  colony,  and  stroii;,'Iy 
atlachrd  to  tht-  l^otmontouans.  One  of  them  named 
Orc(,u(i/(-,  cruelly  maUreated  and  persecuted  the  Ivevcrend 
Fathir  De  Caredt,  when  he  was  a  missionary  in  their  vil- 

'  Lr  r-uis-r,,,,  or  "  l/u  foil  of  ihe  thicket:' 

t  Cvtr.iit  ilf-s  Cedirx.     'r\,r<f  form  (lie  third  rjp'.il  in  ascending  the  river  from 
MontrH:i|,  and  are  ahont  nine  miles  above  Le  Bui^son. 
t  Cayi!:^;is. 
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lacr'\  f)f>sid('S  committiri!^  many  robbcrica  on  him,  and  on 
ni;itiy  ot'  our  Fi'encli  and  savage  allies.  Tlicy  also  ciiargc 
upon  him  the  ex])fdition  of  the  last  year  against  the  IluiMns. 

On  the  20th,  all  the  captives  weie  sent  to  the  prisons  of 
jMontreaJ,  to  join  lour  other  Iroquois  who  had  been  sur- 
prised in  that  neighborhood,  whither  they  hnd  gone  as  spies. 
In  the  mean  time  we  set  out  from  our  camp,  alter  a  heavy 
rain,  and  accom})lishcd  the  remaining  traverse  of  the  lake, 
amounting  to  five  leagues.  The  bad  weather  detained  us 
the  remainder  of  the  day,  and  compelled  us  to  encamp 
among  the  islands  at  the  end  of  the  lake. 

On  the  21st,  we  encamped  at  the  foot  of  the  Pedis  Ches- 
neoux,  a  little  below  Fo'intc  Malignc,  and  advanced  only 
three  leagues,  being  delayed  by  the  severe  storms  which 
prevailed. 

On  the  22d,  we  passed  the  rapids  of  Pctits  Chcsncavx 
and  of  the  Long  Sa>if,  except  two  battalions  which  were 
obliged  to  encamp  at  the  foot  of  the  latter.  We  were  com- 
pelled to  tow  the  batteaux  for  more  than  two  leagues,  and 
did  not  advance  more  than  two  leagues  and  a  half. 

J  will  say  nothing  of  the  difficulties  we  had  to  surmount 
in  passing  these  rajjids-  They  must  be  seen  and  passed  in 
order  to  conceive  their  force.  Many  of  our  men  were 
crippled  there  in  their  feet  and  legs.  We  had  but  three 
batten ux  carried  down  by  the  current,  which  were  safely 
brought  to  land,  having  escaped  with  only  a  few  pails  of 
water  in  them,  some  biscuit  wet  and  guns  lost.  It  cost  the 
life  of  a  poor  soldier,  who,  being  less  expert  than  the  rest, 
was  drowned  after  surmounting  all  these  rapids. 

We  were  obliged  on  the  2;5d  to  remain  in  the  same  place, 
w^aiting  ibr  the  two  battalions  which  were  unable  to  pass 
the  //'y/?g  Saut  on  the  2'h\.  The  day  was  employed  in  caulk- 
ing the  broken  batteaux.  Vv  e  were  unable  to  finish  them 
by  reason  of  the  heavy  and  incessant  rain,  and  of  the  great 
number  which  were  injured.  On  this  same  day,  two  ca- 
nof^s,  sent  out  to  reconnoitre,  brought  an  Iroquois  savage, 
of  some  note  among  the  Goiogouens,  together  with  three 
women  and  two  children.  The  man  had  been  sent  to 
watch  our  movements,  and  he  informed  us  that  Oreouatii\ 
of  whom  we  have  already  spoken,  had  descended  to  Alon- 
treal;  with  the  intention  of  discovering  what  was  jiassing 
among  us,  and  of  carrying  oil'  some  French  prisoners  on 
his  return.  We  found  among  his  booty  some  cords  with 
which  they  are  accustomed  to  bind  their  prisoners,  and 
which  they  do  not  carry,  exce]i!  on  warlike  excursions. 
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On  the  'J'lth,  M.  L'Intend.int  sent  a  cano'\  to  advise  us 
that  uKmy  Ii-ocjaois  .sava2.e3  vd'c  nc-hins:  at  the  isle  of  Oto- 
liidfo,'  and  ajj'c  Pii  ihe  niiiiii  l:»iid.  sclu!;  ol',  and  opposite 
said  island. 

At  twelve  leatrius  below  Catarocouy,  [  sent  a  dctaeh- 
nicnt  of  a  hundrcil  ravages,  comiTianded  by  the  ISicur  de 
Ste  llclcne  Le  ^loyne,  to  capture  the  said  Iroiiuois.  The 
heavy  rain  of  the  preceding  day  not  havii;g  pcrniiUed  us 
to  nicnd  the  leaky  batteanx,  we  were  unable  to  set  out  from 
onr  camp  until  noon.  We  were  still  obliged  to  leave  be- 
hind us  a  part  of  our  hnbitans.  who  were  more  accustomed 
to  the  navigation,  to  j(.in  us  the  next  day  under  the  com- 
mand of  M.  de  Callicres  We  advanced  this  day  only 
three  leagues. 

On  the  25th  we  set  out  from  the  camp  and  passed  the 
Rapide  Pint,  a  little  above  which  we  encamped,  having 
accomplished  but  three  leagues  and  a  half.  These  rapids 
oeca-^ioned  the  loss  of  a  soldier  who  was  drowned.  Jn  the 
evening  we  had  ne\vs  from  Catarocouy,  by  a  canoe  sent  by 
^r.  L'Intendant,  that  he  had  seized  all  the  savages,  to  pre- 
vent them  from  carrying  news  of  our  march  to  the  enemy, 
and  that  he  had  engaged  the  savages  which  were  at  Oto- 
iiiala.  io  meet  him  at  Catarocouy,  where  they  would  also  be 
seized.  'J'his  same  day.  ten  Algotiquin  savages,  on  hearing 
of  onr  march,  came  to  join  us,  being  from  the  region  of 
Taniycatnins,  towards  the  north,  and  told  us  that  others 
would  come  with  the  same  design.  JM.  De  Callicres  could 
not  join  us  this  day,  but  arrived  within  half  a  league. 

On  the  Snth  we  passed  the  rapids  Des  Gahts,  which  are 
the  last,  and  thenceforth  we  entered  a  more  gentle  current. 
After  tins,  our  navigation  was  much  easier,  because  the 
soldiers  were  relitn-ed  irom  getting  into  the  water,  and  we 
advanced  by  the  aid  of  our  oars  and  sails  alone.  We  en- 
camped a  good  league  and  a  half  above  Des  Galois,  and 
gained  this  day  four  leagues. f 

On  the  27tfi,  a  severe  and  contrary  wind  from  the  south- 
east obliged  us  to  remain,  and  we  passed  the  day  in  refit- 
ting those  batteaux  which  were  Jbund  out  of  order.  M. 
L'Inttndant  anived  at  our  camp,  from  Catarocouy,  on  his 
return,  to  give  the  necessary  orders  for  the  regulation  of  the 

•  This  island  is  about  a  mi!.?  and  a  half  long,  and  15  or  16  miles  above  La 
Galetif,  and  is  now  called"  Tjnihata." 

t  Tlii^  iricrimpinent  was  at  or  near  the  place  subjeq'iontly  called  Li  Galeltf, 
and  wliicii  was  recommeadci  by  Charlevoix  as  a  far  prclcrable  sit*;  for  a  Fori 
than  Catarocouy.  ,    i      .  . 
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colonv.  He  informed  us  of  the  manner  in  Avliich  they  had 
arro^trd  all  the  h-o<iuois  savaires  in  the  environs  of  the  Port, 
to  the  number  of  1'20,  thirty  of  whom  were  men.  llie  rest 
heinp:  women  and  eliihlren.  In  the  evening  of  the  same 
(lay.  to  retrieve  lost  time,  the  wind  being  ealm.  m-c  jiro- 
ceeded  all  night,  and  encamped  eight  leagues  from  where 
the  rain  commenced. 

The  28th  passed  amid  severe  storms  and  continued  rain 
during  the  m  hole  day,  which  obliged  us  to  remain. 

We  set  out  on  tlie  2l>th,  early  ia  the  morning,  with  fine 
weather,  and  advanced  nearly  nine  leagues.  On  reaching 
our  camp,  we  liad  the  pleasure  of  witnessing  the  arrival  of 
the  Reverend  Father  Laml)crviile,  of  the  company  of  Jesus, 
missionary  to  the  Onnontagues,  *  whom  I  had  sent  for  in- 
formation, under  the  pretence  of  bringing  the  most  influen- 
tial of  the  Iroquois  to  negotiate  a  settlement  of  our  diifer- 
ences.  On  the  last  day  of  June,  w^e  arrived  within  half  a 
league  of  Catarocouy,  and  I  proceeded  there  the  same  day, 
to  arrange  every  thing,  and  procure  what  provisions  we 
should  need  until  the  end  of  August. 

On  arriving  at  the  Fort,  I  thought  proper  to  send  to  the 
village  of  the  Onnontagues,  the  son  and  brother  of  a  sav- 
age named  llotrelioiiate,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  and 
influential  in  the  said  village,  from  whom  we  had  derived 
great  assistance  in  checking  the  incursions  which  the  Son- 
nontouans,  and  other  Iroquois  had  made  the  year  past,  un- 
der the  instigation  of  Colonel  Dongan,  Governor  of  New 
Yoi  k.  Father  Lamherville  used  the  influence  of  tiie  above- 
named  jierson,  as  well  as  that  of  his  other  friends,  to  coun- 
teract the  ill  designs  of  the  said  colonel. 

The  first  day  of  July  all  our  troops  arrived  at  Catarocouy, 
where  they  occupied  themselves  in  unloading  whatever 
they  had  in  the  batteaux  for  the  Fort,  or  for  fitting  out  the 
three  barks,  one  of  which  had  already  gone  to  carrj"  pro- 
visions and  ammunition  to  the  >SieursDe  La  Durantaye  and 
\)w  IJiU-t  The  two  latter  have  had  orders  for  a  year  past 
to  repair  li(>re  on  the  last  of  June,  with  all  the  l<'rench  they 
could  collect,  who  were  in  the  forests  on  leave,  for  the 
beaver  trad(\  and  tliose  of  our  savage  allies,  enemies  of 
the  Iroquois,  whom  they  could  induce  to  join  them.  The 
remainder  of  the  day  was  passed  in  examining  and  re- 
placing the  provisions  which  had  been  damaged  by  the  rain 


«  Onondisins. 

t  Cliarlevoi.x  spells  this  name  "  Du  Lutli.' 
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and  other  acciJfnrs  In-Itichf.  lo  i^.rrrigaiion.  %vhicli  \vc  were 
urril)Io  to  finih-li  that  d'.xy. 

IWing  advised  {)y  the  Sieur  Pcrre,  ■*'.  ho  had  been  sent  in 
a  party  with  some  ^ava^es,  that  he  had  not  toice  rnoii<:h  to 
seize  and  c;irry  oiT  all  the  IroqnoiJi  savaf^e;s  of  C'.ufneiou.s,* 
I  sent  thither  a  detachment  of  forty  Canadi;ins,  in  h.irk  ca- 
noes, under  the  command  of  Captain  Rrpentiirny  aii<l  Ijeu- 
teiKint  I'oitnenf  to  hast'Ti  that  expedition,  wiili  orders  to 
re'urn  the  r.ext  day,  ailhongh  Ganneious  is  ten.  iea;^^u<s  dis- 
tant t'roni  Cataroco!iy,  because  I  u-ishcd  to  set  out  on  the 
third.  On  this  same  day,  the  Sieur  De  La  Forct  arrived  at 
Catarocouy.  lie  is  a  resident  of  Fort  St.  I.ouis,  anionic  the; 
Illinois,  where  the  Sieur  de  Tonty  is  in  command,  [ie  in- 
formed me  that  he  had  come  from  Niagara  by  the  way  ot 
tlie  northtn'u  shore  of  Lake  Ontario,  althougli  it  is  more 
than  eighty  Leagues  by  that  route.  lie  brought  me  letters 
from  the  Sieur  de  Tonty,  and  from  ^Messieurs  De  La  Du- 
rantaye  and  Du  Lhu,  who  had  arrived  at  Niagara  on  the 
27th  of  June,  with  about  ISO  of  the  most  active  men  of  the 
colony,  and  about  400  savTiges,  and  were  waiting  impa- 
tiently for  news  from  me  by  the  bark  which  I  had  promised 
to  send  them,  loaded  wiiii  provisions  and  ammunition. 
This  bark  had  left  Catarocouy  on  Friday,  the  2tllh  of  June, 
and  favored  by  the  northeast  wind,  should  have  arrived  at 
Niagara  on  the  2d  day  of  July. 

The  Sieur  De  La  Forct  informed  me  that  the  Sieur  De 
La  Durantaye  had  seized  thirty  English  who,  escorted  by 
some  Ii'oquis,  were  on  their  way  to  trade  at  JMissilimaiiuinak, 
as  they  did  the  past  year,  under  the  pretence  that  post  be- 
longed to  them  ;  although  we  have  held  it  for  more  than 
twenty-live  years  as  the  entrepot  of  all  our  eonmierce. 
Those  thirty  Engbshmen  \rere  taken  in  Lake  Huron,  twenty 
k>agues  from  Missilimaquinak,  where  they  were  deprived 
of  their  effects  and  made  piisoners  v/ithout  any  other  in- 
jury, although  it  would  have  been  lawful  to  have  treated 
them  more  severely,  as  tliey  were  taken  in  arms  with  our 
enemies. f  He  further  informed  me,  that  the  corps  which 
were  at  Niagara,  had  met  another  party  of  thirty  Eimlish, 
also  escorted  by  savages  liostile  to  us,  who  were  likewise; 
going  to  jMissilimaquinak  under  the  guidance  of  sonic 
French   deserters.     They  were  met  by  our  people   at  the 

»  An  Iroquois  village  on  the  nortli  side  of  Lake  Ontario,  R  or  10  leagues  west 
of  Cniarocuuy. 

t  'Ihis  party  of  Englishmen  was  cominanJeJ  by  ]\Iajor  Grogi.ry. 
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Str.':it  of"  Ln!-:o  Erie,  near  the  Fort*  which  \vc  occupy  there, 
ai)(i  w  ere  treated  like  the  others. 

I  (hreeted  the  vSieur  de  La  Foret,  to  return  immedialely, 
having  charged  him  with  the  necessary  oiders  for  the  juiie- 
tioii  of  the  said  corps  of  French  and  Savages  from  Niagara, 
witli  ours  at  the  rendezvous  which  I  ap))ointcd  near  the 
mouth  of  the  river  of  the  Sonnontouans,-]-  but  the  wind  be- 
ing too  violent,  he  could  not  set  out  until  the  evening  of 
the  next  day.  so  that  he  went  only  two  or  three  leagues. 

The  2d  day  of  July  passed  in  dib^tributing  the  provisions. 
and  in  repairing  all  the  leaky  batteaux,it  b(;ing  our  intention 
to  leave  the  next  day.  We  arranged  the  two  large  batteaux 
for  carrying  in  each  a  small  cannon,  some  long  guns,  Arque- 
buses a  croc.\  and  twenty  men,  with  which  to  cover  our 
landing  when  we  should  arrive  in  the  enemy's  country. 
We  waited  on  tlie  3d  for  Perre,  who,  by  reason  of  contrary 
and  severe  winds,  had  not  been  able  to  arrive  on  the  2d,  as 
he  had  been  directed.  lie  arrived  about  10  o'clock  in  the 
^lorning,  with  eighteen  savage  warriors  and  a  multitude  of 
women  and  children,  making  in  all  about  eighty  persons. 
The  men  were  all  confined  in  the  Fort.  The  whole  party 
numbered  lifty-one  able  bodied  men,  and  a  hundred  and 
fifty  women  and  children. §  Orders  were  given  to  embark 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  but  the  wind  did  not  per- 
mit, so  the  remainder  of  the  day  was  employed  in  loading 
the  provisions,  ammunition  and  implements  into  the  two 
remaining  barks,  to  send  them  to  the  general  rendezvous 
near  the  Sonnontouans. 

Wc  embarked  early  in  the  morning  of  the  4th  day  of 
July,  and  took  the  route  by  the  way  of  La  Famine.il  coast- 
itjg  along  the  south  side  of  Lake  Ontario.  We  made  many 
traverses,  fa\  ored  bv  a  calm  which  continued  all  dav,  and 


■  Fort  ronlrhaiirain,  on  Dciroi  tiiv\r,  no  ,v  the  site  of  Detroit. 

t  IronJ-qiioit  Bay. 

t  An  arqic'Suse  is  an  ancient  fire  arm,  the  barrel  of  which  ia  very  large  and 
heavy. 

(j  Some  of  the  TroTiois  who  were  tlius  treacherously  seized  by  the  French, 
were  subsequently  se?u  to  France  and  confined  in  the  gaiieys.  This  perfidious 
crnduct  on  the  part  of  i!ie  French  towards  those  who  had  taken  no  part  in  the 
hostilities  against  them,  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  exasperate  tlie  Iroquois, 
and  provokr-d  the  horrid  cruelties  they  subsequi'iuiy  inflicted  on  the  French,  for 
nothing  could  be  more  (h-gradiri!^  in  their  esiinv.tion,  than  to  inalie  theai  galley- 
plaves.  Count  FroiUenac  L/rouglit  back  the  cai)tivts  from  France  at  the  request 
of  De  Nonvi!!e,  and  end*-avored  to  use  their  iniluence  in  establisliing  a  peace 
with  their  nation,  but  without  success. 

II  La  Famine,  or  Hungry  Bay.  So  called  from  the  scarcity  of  food  which  the 
Fftnch  army  experienced  there  ia  1G6 1,  ia  the  expedition  under  La  Barre. 
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by  which  we  liappily  profited.  We  advanced  this  day  more 
lh;m  ten  lea;;nc8,  and  encamped  on  an  ishind  named  Dcs 
Galois,  which  we  reached  veiy  o;iportun(>ly,  I'cr  hardly  had 
our  haUeaax  arrived,  when  a  wind  from  the  southeast  arose 
with  sucli  violence,  that  we  woukl  have  been  obliged  to 
land  on  the  nearest  shore,  had  it  commenced  sooner.  It 
continued  all  night  with  such  violence,  that  tlic  waves 
compelled  us  to  draw  our  batteaux  upon  land. 

On  the  5th  the  same  wind  continued  all  day,  and  con- 
strained us  to  remain  on  said  island.  The  next  day,  July 
Gth,  the  wind  abated  a  little  in  the  morning,  but  we  could 
not  undertake  the  traverse  until  one  o'clock,  at  which  time 
the  wind  suddenly  ceased.  We  encamped  a  league  from 
thence,  at  a  river  named  Cataro garenre.*  While  on  our 
M'ay  our  savages  discovered  the  footprints  of  some  fugitive 
Iroquois,  whom  they  pursued  without  success.  They  left 
behind  them  some  sacks  of  provisions,  and  their  canoes.  .  . 

We  resumed  our  march  on  the  morning  of  the  7th,  and 
encamped  a  league  and  a  half  iVom  the  river  Onnontagues.f 
The  distance  was  ten  leagues.  We  also  perceived  this  day 
some  men  who  were  stationed  to  watch  our  march,  but 
who  escaped  in  the  woods  by  the  path  which  leads  over 
land  to  Onnontague  lake. 

On  the  8th  we  advanced  only  five  leagues,  by  reason  of 
storms  and  severe  winds.  We  encamped  two  leagues  from 
Chroutons.t 

On  the  9th,  we  advanced  only  four  leagues  on  account  of 
the  incessant  rain  and  the  difficulty  of  approaching  the 
land.     We  encamped  two  leagues  above  Chroutons. 

On  arriving  there  v/e  perceived  at  a  distance  tlie  bark, 
which,  after  having  landed  provisions  at  Niagara,  had 
come  to  advise  us  that  the  detachment  of  savage  allies 
would  leave  Niac:ara  on  the  Gth,  with  all  the  French,  to 
reach  the  river  of  the  .Sonnontouans  on  the  10th,  pursuant 
to  the  orders  I  had  given.  TJiis  same  evening  a  savage  of 
our  company  having  wandered  a  little  distance  into  the 
woods,  was  captured  by  three  Iroquois  scouts,  who,  having 
tied  him,  kept  liim  prisoner  a  day  and  a  nicht,  without  per- 
ceiving that  he  had  a  knife  suspended  from  his  neck,  which 
by  chance  remained  concealed  on  his  back  under  his  dress. 
The  second  niirht  the  prisoner  did  not  fail  to  use  the  knife 
iu  cutting  his  bonds  while  his  guards  were  fast  asleep.     He 

*  Probably  .^nnJy  Creek,  in  Jefferson  county. 

t  Oswego  river. 

t  Chroatons.     It  is  difficult  to  identify  this  place  :  probably  little  Sodus  bay. 
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n>turnrrl  to  our  camp  without  any  other  injury  than  the 
bl(nv  <ii"  a  tomahawk  which  they  had  struck  very  H-litly  on 
one  ol'  his  shouklers. 

(hi  fhi;  loth,  we  set  out  at  daylicht,  in  order  to  reaeli  the 
rendezvous  at  Ga7inia!j;aia)ontai^'oif('t*  the  same  day.  al- 
thoiii^h  the  wind  was  rather  strong,  the  waves  high  and  the 
La'-e  rough.  We  made  such  ibrtunate  progress,  that  just 
as  we  arrived  at  the  above  named  Marais,  having  first  ex- 
amined it,  in  expectation  of  finding  tht;  enemy  there,  wo 
perceived  at  a  distanct;  our  French  and  savage  alLes  who 
were  coming  under  sail  trom  Niagara.  They  arrived  at 
the  same  time  with  ourselvesf  at  the  embankment  of  said 
Lake,  where  we  spent  the  rest  of  the  day  in  seeking  a  posi- 
tion suitable  i'or  intrenchments,  and  capable  of  ntibrding 
protection  while  we  were  gone  over  land  in  search  of  the 
enemy  in  their  villages,  the  largest  of  which  is  distant  only 
nine  or  ten  leagues. 

We  passed  the  11th  in  constructing  palisades,  fascines  and 
pickets,  lor  inli-enchins:  the  dike  which  separates  the  Lake 
from  the  Marais  in  which  we  had  placed  our  boats. 

On  the  lOth  at  3  o'clock,  after  having  detached  tour  hun- 
dred menj  to  garrison  the  redoubt,  which  we  had  already 
put  in  condition  of  defence  for  the  protection  of  our  provi- 
sions, batteaux  and  canoes,  we  set  out  with  all  our  savage 
allies,  who  were  loaded  like  ourselves  with  thirteen  days  pro- 
visions, and  took  the  path  which  leads  by  land  through  the 

•  This  is  now  called  Irondequoit  bay,  and  is  situated  about  four  miles  east  of  Gen- 
esee river.  It  is  about  five  miles  long  and  one  mile  wide.  Various  names  have 
been  apjijied  to  it  by  Englisli  writers,  such  as  "  Trondequat,"  •'  Rundccrut,"  and 
"  Geru:uio_'nt."  Spaffurd  in  liis  Gazetteer  says,  the  Iroquois  name  is  Teoronto  ; 
pronounced  "  'i'chcoroiitok,"  signifying  the  place  where  ih'j  waves  breathe  and 
die,  or  sa.-^p  and  expire.  This  meaning  is  higiily  poetical,  and  were  not  truth  of 
more  iinpi>riance,  it  would  perhaps  be  ungracious  to  correct  it.  The  true  signiti- 
calion  of  the  word  is  said  to  be  a  place  where  there  is  a  jam  of  floodwood  .' 
The  name  is  not  Seneca,  but  Mohawk.  The  Seneca  name  is  "  O-nyiii-da-on- 
da-fwai,"  and  means  a  bay  or  cove  ;  literally  a  turning  out  or  going  aside  of  the 
Lake  ;  cornpouiided  of  (7a-«y!u-r?«c//,Lake,  and  U-du-gvvah,  it  turns  out  or  goes 
aside.  The  name  given  by  De  Nonviiie  is  tlie  s-jme  word  in  tlie  Mohawk  dia- 
lect. Gerundeg'U,  or  Irondequoit,  is  undoubtedly  a  corruptioii  of  the  Seneca 
name  above  given  by  De  Nonviiie.  It  is  spt-lU-d  '•  Andia;aroritaou;u,"  on  the 
Jesuits'  iiKip,  pu!  lished  in  KUii.  and  '•'  Ganientaraguat,"  on  Vaugoiidy's  map, 
published  in  Paris,  A.  D.  11  o.i. 

t  Coldeii  and  Smith  erroneously  state  that  the  e.'ipedition  of  De  Xonville  left 
Catarocouy  in  hco  ilivision-,  one  by  the  north  side  of  Like  0  uario,  and  the 
other  ^y  tlie  south  side,  both  of  whicli  met  at  Irondequoit  bay.  It  clearly  appears 
from  De  Nonvii;e'r<  narjati.e,  that  the  party  which  he  met  at  the  mouth  of  the 
bay,  WHS  composed  of  French  and  Indians  from  the  fir  west,  who  had  sailed 
from  their  rendezvous  at  Niagara,  to  join  the  expedition  pur-uant  to  his  orders. 

t  Tliese  men  were  left  umi-'r  the  comurind  of  t!ie  Sieur  D  Orviiiers.  La  llon- 
tan's  travels.     V'ol.  i,  p.  !)G.     See  appenJi.\.     No.  II. 
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woods  to  Gannagaro.*  We  advanced  only  three  leagues 
llii.s  (];iy,  amontr  tall  woods,  suiFiciently  openf  to  allow  us 
to  inarch  in  tlii'ce  coUunns. 

'i  he  next  day,  hvius;  tlic  1.3lb,  we  left  in  tlie  morning-,  with 
the  dei^i^n  of  upproaL-liiiig  the  village  as  near  as  we  (t)iild, 
to  deprive  the  enemy  oi"  the  opportunity  of  rallyintr  and 
seizing"  upon  two  dillicult  deliles  upon  t\\  o  rivrrs,  which  it 
was  necessary  tor  us  to  pass,  and  v.here  we  should  un- 
doul)teclly  nvvt  them.  In  the  mean  time  we  passed  those 
;\vo  dc'lihs  uniriolested,  no  one  appearing  hut  some  scouts, 
'lliere  still  ren  ained  a  lliird  defile,  at  the  entrance  to  said 
village,  at  which  it  M'as  our  intention  to  halt,  lor  the  ])ur- 
j)Ose  of  j)assing  the  night,  and  of  resting  our  troops,  who 
were  much  fatigued  throiigh  the  extraordinary  and  sultry 
heat  of  th(>  weather,  but  our  scouts  having  seen  the  trail  of 
a  considerable  party  which  had  been  in  the  neighborhood 
of  thisdeiile,  warned  us  to  keep  our  troops  together. 

About  ihr^'c  o'clock  in  the  atternoon,  a  short  time  after 
we  had  resumed  our  march,  ]M.  de  Callieres,  who  was  at 
the  he;id  of  the  thi-ee  companies  commanded  by  Tonty,  De 
La  Durantaye  and  Du  Lhu,  and  of  all  our  savages,  fell  into 
an  ambuscade  of  tfon:.ontouans,  posted  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  detilc. 

Ihey  were  better  received  than  they  anticipated,  and 
were  thrown  into  such  consternation,  that  the  most  of  them 
threw  away  their  guns  and  clothing,  to  escape  under  fa- 
vor of  the  v.oods.  The  action  was  not  long,  but  there  was 
heavy  firing  on  both  sides. 

The  three  companies  of  Outaouaies,J  who  were  stationed 
on  the  right,  distinguished  themselves,  and  all  our  Christian 
savages  iariher  in  the  rear,  pcrfornied  their  duty  admirably, 
and  firndy  maintained  the  position  which  had  been  assigned 
to  them  on  the  lelt. 

As  we  had  in  our  front  a  dense  wood,  and  a  brook  bor- 
dered with  thickets,  and  had  made;  no  prisoners  ^^  ho  could 
tell  us  positively  tlie  number  of  the  enemy  who  attacked 
Us  ;  the  severe  fatigue  of  the  mai'ch  which  our  trooj)s,  as 
Nvell  the  French  as  the  savages,  had  undergone,  lelt  us  in 
no  condition  to  pursue  the  enemy.     They  had  lied  beyond 

*  Wlifii  tlie  Genrpec  cciintiy  was  first  Purveyed,  in  17S9,  there  was  an  oM  Indi- 
nn  traii  ur  [:a:li  l-.-ailing  Ircin  ilie  ouilri  of  Ironiltq'Jijit  t.iiy  alon^  its  ca.-u-in  siji^ 
into  the  iiueiior  ol'  tlie  country.  This  is  undoubtedly  tiie  path  which  the  c.v{>€- 
dition  pursu.d. 

t  Their  route  lay  through  oak  openings  which  ahouiideJ  in  ihat  pan  of  the 
Gci:e^e  country. 

;  Ottuwas.  '  ■.".    ^ 
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wherc  wo  had  sufficient  kno\vlcd2:e  of  the  paths,  to  be  cor- 
tain  \vbicli  \ve  should  take,  to  lead  us  from  the  woods  into 
tiio  ])lain. 

'j'hc  enemy  loft  twenty-seven  dead  on  the  field  to  our  know- 
ledjre,who  had  been  killed  on  the  spot,  besides  a  much  kivi^er 
number  of  wounded,  jud^ini;::  from  the  traces  ot  blocd  which 
we  saw.  \Ye  learned  from  one  of  the  dyin<j;,  that  thev  had 
more  than  eight  hundred  men  under  arms,  either  in  the  ac- 
tion or  in  the  village,  and  were  daily  expecting  assistance 
from  the  neighboring  Iro(|uois. 

Our  troops  being  very  much  iatigued,  we  rested  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day  at  the  same  place,  where  we  found  suf- 
licient  water  for  the  night.  We  mainlaineda  strict  watch, 
waiting  for  day,  in  order  to  enter  the  plain,  which  is  about 
a  league  in  extent,  before  proceeding  to  the  village. 

The  Iveverend  Father  I'^mabran,*  missionary  among  the 
Oufnonas  savages  whom  he  had  brought  to  us.  was  wounded 
in  the  action.  It  cost  us  also  the  death  of  live  hahUans,  a 
soldier,  and  five  savage  allies,  besides  six  liahitans  and  five 
soldiers  wounded. 

I'he  next  day,  which  was  the  14th,  a  heavy  rain  that 
lasted  until  noon,  compelled  us  to  remain  until  that  time  at 
the  place  where  the  action  occurred.  We  set  out  in  battle 
array,  thinking  to  find  the  enemy  intrenched  in  the  new 
village,  which  is  above  the  old. 

In  the  meantime  we  entered  the  plain,  without  seeing 
*any  thing  but  the  relics  of  the  fugitives.  We  found  the 
old  village  burnt  by  the  enemy,  and  the  intrenchmenls  of 
the  new  deserted,  which  were  distant  from  the  old  about 
three  quarters  of  a.  league.  We  encam]:)cd  on  the  height  of 
the  plain,  and  did  nothing  this  day  but  ])rotcct  ourselves 
from  the  severe  rain,  which  continued  until  night. 

On  the  15th,  the  savages  brought  us  two  old  men,  whom 
the  enemy  had  left  in  the  woods  in  their  retreat.  Two  or 
three  women  came  to  surrender  themselves,  and  informed  us 
that  for  the  space  of  four  days,  all  the  old  men.  women  and 
children  harl  been  fh.^cing  in  great  hast i\  bei a 'j  able  to  carry 
with  them  only  the  best  of  their  effects.  Their  flight  was 
towards  Goioii-(ncen,-\  behind  the  Lakes.  They  were  sorely 
troubled  for  the  means  of  subsistence,  and  one  woman  in- 

*  Botti  La  Ilontan  and  Clinrlevoix  pivi;  t!ie  nanv^  cf  tliis  Jesuit  os  "  Avgrl- 
ran;'  wliicli  i.;  undoubtedly  corrt-ct,  as  the  name  is  ithli^tiiicily  writttn  in  the 
"  Paris Dnnnnrnt." 

+  The  Canton  of  the  Cayugas,  -vsliich  was  situated  in  the  vicinity  of  Cayuga 
Lake,  ab'out  twenty-live  miles  from  where  the  battle  wjsfouslit. 


■■1 .1 


'       '  AGAINST    THE    SENF.CAS.  '    119' 

formed  us  they  were  obliged  to  l<ill  the  Onmiamis  prison- 
ci>-.  which  was  tlic  reason  of  hei-  fscajie. 

One  of  llie  old  men  who  had  been  of  note  in  the  village, 
and  was  lather  or  uncle  of  the  chief,  told  us  the  ambuscade 
consisted  of  two  liuiulrcd  and  twenty  nuMi,  stationed  on  the 
hill  side,  to  attack  us  in  the  I'car,  and  of  live  hundrrd  and 
thirty  in  front.  Tlie  two  hundred  and  twenty  mm  dirvcted 
a  part  of  their  eflbrts  against  our  rear  battalions,  where 
thcv  did  not  expect  such  strong  resistance,  as  thos<^  })attal- 
iuns  drove  them  back  more  rapidly  than  tliey  came. 

In  addition  tothe  above,  there  were  also  three  liundnMl  men 
in  their  fort,  situated  on  a  very  advantageous  hei^lit,  into 
which  they  all  pr(>tendcd  to  withdraw,  having  carried  there 
a  quantity  of  Indian  corn.  1'his  same  old  man  told  us  he 
had  seen  the  enemy  retire  in  great  disorder  and  consterna- 
tion, lie  informed  us  there  were  none  but  Sonnontouans: 
that  two  hundred  Goiougouens  were  about  to  join  them,  and 
that  they  had  sent  to  the  Onnontagues,  and  otlier  nations, 
to  invite  them  to^unite  against  us. 

After  we  had  ol)tained  from  this  good  man  all  the  in- 
formation he  could  impart,  he  was  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  Reverend  Father  Bruyas,*  who,  finding  ho  had 
some  knowledge  of  the  Christian  religion,  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  the  Reverend  Jesuit  Fathers,  missionaries 
for  twenty  years  in  this  village,  he  set  about  jireparing  him 
for  baptism  before  returning  him  to  the  savages  who  had 
taken  him  prisoner.  He  was  baptised,  and  a  little  while 
after,  at  our  solicitation,  they  contented  themselves  with 
knocking  him  on  the  head  with  a  tomahawk,  instead  of 
burning  him  according  to  their  custom. 

Our  first  achievement  this  day,  was  to  burn  tlie  fort  of 
which  we  have  spoken.  It  was  eight  hundred  paces  in  cir- 
cumference, well  enough  flanked,  for  savages,  by  an  in-' 
trcnchment  advanced  for  the  purpose  of  communication  w'itli 
a  spring  on  the  declivity  of  a  hill,  it  being  the  only  one 
where  they  couk!  obtain  water. 

*  Although  the  S'.'iiccas  «Tre  visited  bv' tlie  Jesuits  as  enrly  as  IfTiT,  no 
pcrnianeiu  iri??ion  was  csinlHi-licd  anioiig  tliein  until  ICGS,  in  which  year  Fatlicr 
Jacques  Fremiii,  Superior  ol  liie  Iroqiiois  uiisr^ion,  arrived  there  on  ttie  first  clay  ot 
KovembiT.  The  chiet's  received  him  with  distinguished  honors,  and  built  a  <  hnpe! 
for  his  use.  He  fniml  tlieni  all  disposed  to  receive  his  insiriiction,  pariicuhirly 
some  aiied  Ilurons  wiiom  llicy  held  in  captivity.  Father  Bruyas,  the  Jesuit  ni'Ii- 
tioned  in  the  te.xt,  was  lonL'  a  missionary  among  the  Iroquois.  U  e  read  ol'  him 
among  the  Oaeidas,  in  l(jtJ8,  and  find  Iiim  subsequently  engaged  in  juiportaut 
negoiiations  with  the  Onondagas.     Relation,  1GG7--S,  p.b3. 
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The  rcmainJpi-  oJ"  the  day  ^vas  employed  in  destroying 
Indian  eoin,  bear.-:  and  other  proJace. 

On  the  IGth  we  continued  th-;  devastation.  Oar  runners 
brou-ht  us  from  time  to  time,  ihe  :;oui).s  of  the  fugitives, 
found  scattered  in  the  woods. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  we  nioved  our  camp  to 
ap!n-oa<'.h  those  places  where  there  was  corn  to  destroy.  A 
parly  of  our  savages,  abont  whom  we  had  been  anxious, 
arrived  in  th(t  evening  with  considerable  booty,  which  they 
had  captured  in  th.-.  grent  village  orFoliakla?!,  four  h^agues 
di>tant.  They  lonnd  tliat  village  al^o  al)andoned  by  the 
enemy,  who,  Tn  retffaling,  had  set  it  on  fire,  but  there  were 
only  three  or  four  cabiiis  consumed. 

On  the  I7tli,  we  were  also  occupi(>d  in  destroying  the 
grain  of  the  small  village  of  Saint  Michael,  ov  G/iuuouarae, 
dist;int  a  short  league  irom  the  large  village,  and  continued 
it  on  the  18th,  attcT  having  moved  our  camp  in  order  to  ap- 
prui.ch  those  fields  which  were  concealed  and  scattered  in 
tiic  rices>esof  tlie  forest. 

On  t!:e  night  of  the  19th,  we  had  a  slight  alarm  from  a 
shot  fired  by  a  sentinel  at  an  Illinois  woman,  a  captive  for 
nine  vears  among  the  Sonnontouans,*  and  who  had  fled 
from  'the  hands  of  the  enemy.  She  escaped  with  only  a 
wound  in  her  thigh.  She  confirmed  the  report  that  the 
Sonnontouans,  being  much  frightened,  had  fled  to  the  Onnon- 
tagues  and  to  the  English. 

She  informed  us  there  were  forty  men  killed  in  their  at- 
tack upon  us,  and  fifty  or  more  severely  wounded.  She 
added  that  all  the  old  men,  women  and  children,  were  dis- 
persed in  the  woods  on  their  way  to  the  Goyogouens,  but 
s:<  vcrely  straightened  for  want  ofVood,  which  they  were  un- 
able tocarry  with  them  by  reason  of  their  sudden  flight. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th  we  moved  our  camp  from  near 
the  village  of  St.  James  or  Gannagaro,  after  having  destroy- 
ed a  -reat  quantity  of  fine  large  corn,  beans  and  other  veg- 
etables, of  which  there  remained  not  a  single  field,  and  af- 
ter havinc:  burned  so  large  a  quantity  of  ohl  corn  that  I 
dare  not  tell  the  amount,  and  encamped  before  Totiakto, 
called  the  great  village,  or  village  of  Concejition,  distant 
four  leagues  from  the  former.  "We  found  there  a  still 
greater  number  of  cultivated  fields,  wilh  which  to  occupy 
ourselves  for  many  days. 

•  Asan^uinarr  v.-ar  wa?  wac'l  for  a  loti;^'  time  betwcpn  thes.?  wiiK-ly  separa- 
te.l  nations.  La  SiUe  \vUllo^•5t■J  a  hatiie  i)et\vecii  thein  near  the  lilinoU  river  ia 
1679, in  ".vhichil.c  fioquois  were  victorioiis. 
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Tliree  captives  arrived  this  day,  a  young  girl  and  two 
women  of  the  lilinoi.s  nati(^n.  'i'hey  told  us  that  many 
])risoiicrs  of  their  ration  had  profited  Ijy  th(>  (U^feat  ot'  the 
Sonnontouaiis,  to  escajx;  trorn  their  hands,  'i  hey  also  con- 
firmed what  liad  already  been  told  us,  tiiat  the  JSoimontou- 
ans  had  broken  the  heads  of  the  most  of  their  pri>oners, 
and  had  passed  bevond  Govogouen  and  taken  refuse  amons 
tlie  J'h.glish.  ■'  ^ 

On  the  20th  we  occupied  ourselves  in  cutting  down  and 
destroying  the  new  corn,  and  in  burning  the  old. 

We  went,  on  the  21st,  to  the  small  xiWage  oi^  Cuinnoimr/fa, 
distant  tw^o  leagues  from  the  larger,  where  we  cau>od  the' 
destruction  the  same  day,  of  all  the  old  and  new  corn,  al- 
though the  quantity  was  no  less  than  in  the  other  villages. 
It  was  at  the  entrance  to  this  village,  that  we  fountlthe 
arms  of  England,  which  the  ^>  eur  Dongan,  Governor  of 
New  York,  had  placed  there  contrary  to  all  right  and  rea- 
son, in  the  year  lOSl,  having  ante-dated  the  arms  as  of  the 
year  1GS3,  although  it  is  beyond  question  that  we  first  dis- 
covered and  took  possession  of  that  country,  and  for  twenty 
consecutive  years  have  had  Fathers  Jb  remin,  Garnier,  <kc. 
as  stationary  missionaries  in  all  their  villages. 

One  would  hardly  credit  the  (juantity  of  grain  which  we 
found  in  store  in  this  place,  and  destroyed  by  fire. 

This  same  day,  a  Huron  of  the  Mission  of  St.  Lorette, 
arrived  alone  with  tw^o  scalps  of  a  man  and  woman  whom 
he  had  knocked  on  the  head,  having  found  them  near  the 
Goyno-ouens,  where  he  had  gone  alone  for  that  purpose. 
He  told  us  he  had  noticed  a  multitude  of  paths  by  w  hich 
the  enemy  had  iled. 

y^/^  Icit  the  abovenamed  village  on  the  22d,  to  return  to 
ToliaJdo,  to  continue  there  the  devastation  we  h  id  com- 
menced. Notwithstanding  the  bad  weather  and  incessant 
rain,  we  continued  all  day  to  make  diligent  preparation  for 
our  departure,  which  was  the  more  urgent  as  the  sickness 
increased  among  the  soldiers,  hahitaas  and  savages,*  and  our 
food  and  fresh  provisions  diminished  rajiidly.  I3esides  which 
the  impatience  of  the  savages  to  return,  with  a  great  num- 
ber ot  sick  and  wounded,  gave  us  no  hope  of  retaining 
them  against  their  will,  some  having  already  lelt  the  ]»re- 
cediiig  day  without  permission. 

It  was  on  this  same  day  that  four  Iroquois  of  3Iontrea], 

»  Cliarlevoix  states  tbnt  this  sickness  was  in  part  occasioned  by  tl:e  great  num- 
ber of  liogs  wliich  v.crc  killed  by  the  T'lenLh  army. 
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stimtilatci-^  Ly  fJie  cxanij-.b,^  of  the  Htiron  oi'  Loretto,  Avlio 
had  hiou^'ht  a^vay  ;.he  two  K.'aips.  leit  without  our  know- 
lc(l;.'c  to  go  in  a  p;irty  towru-o;?  (ujycguev. 

Uii  tlic  •2'J-J.,wt  sent  a  laigT;  dc'iucliment  of  almost  all  the 
armv,  under  the  ocmninnd  of  ii.  do  Callieres  and  of  IM.  de 
Lc  C  hovalicr  de  ^^audreuil,  to  compiete  the  destruction  of 
all  the  corn  still  standing  in  the  distant  woods. 

About  7  o'clock  in  the  morning,  seven  Illinois,  coming 
alone  from  their  couniiy  to  war  against  the  Iroquois,  arrived 
at  the  camp,  stark  naked,  with  bow  in  hand,  at  which  those 
whom  the  ;>ieur  de  Tonty  had  bi'(=ught  to  us  were  much  re- 
joiced. 

About  noon  of  the  sf.me  da}',  we  finished  destroying  the 
Indian  corn.  AVe  had  the  curiosity  to  estimate  the  whole 
quantity,  green  as  weil  as  ripe,  which  vre  have  destroyed 
in  the  tour  villages  of  tlie  ISoiinonlouans,  and  we  found  that 
it  would  amount  to  SaOiiOO  minots*  of  green,  and  50,000 
ininuts  of  old  corn,  by  ^vhich  we  can  estimate  the  nudti- 
tudi'  ol'  |)eop!e  in  tiiese  lour  villages,!  ^i'"^*-!  ^^^^  sufiering  they 
will  experience  from  the  devastation. 

Having  nothing  furtiier  to  accomplish  in  this  country,  and 
seeing  no  enemy,  nvc  lett  our  camj)  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
same  day,  to  rejoin  our  batteaux.  We  only  advanced  two 
leagues.  Cn  our  way  a  Huron  surprised  a  Sonnonlouan, 
who  appeared  to  be  watching  our  march.  He  was  killed 
on  the  spot,  because  he  refused  to  follow  us.  I  would  have 
preferred  to  have  had  liim  brought  along  alive,  in  order  to 
obtain  Irom  him  some  news  of  the  enemy. 

We  reached  our  Latteaux  on  the  24ih.  after  travelling  six 
leatrues.  We  rested  there  the  next  day,  in  order  to  make 
.•nrani^nnciits  for  leaving  on  the  20th,  atter  we  should  have 
deslroyed  the  redoubt  Me  had  built. 

\\  <•  despatched  on  the  25th,  the  bark  for  Cataroeouy, 
which  We  had  found  with  the  other  two  at  Ganniataronta- 
^ouiit,  to  advise  M.  L'lntendant  of  the  result  of  our  Expe- 
dition, and  by  the  same  mode  I  sent  back  those  of  our  camp 
wlio  Mere  sutiering  the  most  with  sickness. 

(Jn  the  2(;th  we  s(>t  out  for  JNiagara,  resolved  to  garrison 
that  i)()^t  as  a  protection  lor  all  our  savage  allies,  and  thus 
aflori'  them  the  means  of  continuing,  in  small  detachments, 
the  war  against  the  enemy,  whom  they  have  not  been  able 

•  A  iiiinot  is  a  French  incasur.-  uf  ilirre  biishcia,  making  tlie  total  amount  of 
com  dostrnytd  by  the. Expo. iitiuii.  1,-J00,00l)  biwlit-lsl 

t  III  1C.77,  ien  years  [irior  to  \)i:  NonvillL-'s  Jvxpedilion,  the  Senecas  lived  in 
four  towns,  containing  3:34  ho.ists.      Wcnlvcorth  Grceushulfs  Juurnal. 
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to  harass,  being  too  distant  from  them  and  liaving  no  place 
of  refuge. 

Allhoiigli  it  ^vas  only  thirty  leagues  iVom  Gunrtiakirovta- 
guat  to  Niagara,  a\  e  Avere  unable  to  acecnipli.-h  tlie  dis- 
tance in  less  than  four  days  and  a  hall',  by  reason  of  con- 
trary winds,  that  is  to  say,  \vc  arrived  th(;re  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  3Uth.  We  immediately  set  about  choosing  a 
place,  and  collecting  stakes  for  the  construction  ol  the  Fort 
which  I  had  resolved  to  build  at  the  cxtreniity  of  a  tongue 
of  land,  between  the  river  Niagara  and  Lake  Ontario,  on 
the  Iroquois  side. ' 

On  the  Slst  of  .Tuly  and  first  of  August,  we  continued 
this  work,  which  was  the  more  dihicult,  from  there  being 
no  wood  on  the  place  suitable  for  malcing  palisades,  and 
from  its  being  necessary  to  draw  them  u])  the  height.  \Wq. 
performed  this  labor  so  diligently,  that  the  Fort  was  in  a 
state  of  defence  on  the  last  mentioned  day.  We  learned 
on  this  same  day  from  a  CV/rtowrtna/if  deserter  from  the  8oti- 
nontouans,  who  was  himself  in  the  battle  of  the  13. h  Julv, 
that  there  were  eight  hundred  <^onnontouans  ia  aii.buscadc, 
of  which  six  huncU-ed  were  stationed  at  the  rivulet  wv.  were 
obliged  to  pass,  and  who  lired  upon  us,  and  two  hundred 
were  in  a  bottom  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  us  in  the 
rear.  lie  assured  us  they  had  twenty  killed  on  the  spot 
by  our  lire,  whom  tliey  buried, |.  in  additinn  to  the  twenty- 
five  which  fell  into  our  hantls,  and  more  than  sixty  mortally 
wounded.  They  considered  this  check  so  decisive,  that  we 
saw  no  more  of  thcin. 

The  2d  day  of  August,  the  militia  having  performed  their 
allotted  task,  and  the  Fort  being  in  a  condition  of  dtdenee 
in  case  of  assault,  they  set  out  at  noon,  in  order  to  reach 
the  end  of  the  lake  on  their  return  to  their  own  country. 
On  the  m.orning  of  tlie  third,  being  the  next  day.  I  embarked 
for  the  purpose  of  joining  the  militia,  leaving  the  regular 
troops  under  the  direction  of  M.  de  Vaudreuil,  to  linish 
what  was  the  most  essential,  and  to  render  the  Fort,  not  only 
capable  of  defence,  but  also  of  being  occupied  by  a  detach- 
ment of  a  hundred  soldiers,  which  are  to  winter  there  under 

•  De  Nonvillf's  journal  removes  the  douht  which  has  b-'en  enteriaincd  as  to 
the  locaiioti  of  this  tbrircs.^,  some  liavinE;  supposed  it  to  have  been  lirst  l>'jilt  at 
Lewiston.  ]3a-;cn)tVs  U.  S.  vol.  iii.  p.  .'142.  It  occupied  tiis  site  of  the  present 
Fort  on  the  an^le  furmed  by  t)ie  junctio:*  of  the  .Niai^ara  w;ih  Lake  Oillano. 
For  the  derivaiiuii  of  the  word  Niagara,  see  appendix  Mo.  ill. 

t  Shawnese. 

t  It  was  an  Indi:in  custom  to  Iiury  or  conceal  their  slain  companions  during  a 
battle,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  taking  their  scalps. 
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the  conimand  of  M.  de  Troves,*  a  vetcrnn  oPacer,  noweap- 
taiu  ofone  of  tlie  companies  stationed  in  this  countrv.  We 
advanced  thirteen  leagues  this  day,  and  encamped  on  th(^ 
point  at  tlic  end  of  the  hake,  where  tliere  is  a  traverse  of 
lour  leagues  from  the  southern  to  the  northern  shore. 

On  the  morning  of  tlie  -Ith,  fearing  the  day  bre(v.e,  we 
embarked  as  soon  as  the  moon  rose,  and  accompli-hixl  the 
traverse  of  lour  leagues.  We  advanced  Iburteen  leagues 
this  day. 

On  the  5th  the  storm,  wind  and  rain,  prevented  us  from 
leaving  in  the  morning,  but  at  noon,  the  weather  clearing 
up,  we  advanced  seven  or  eight  leagues,  and  encamped  at 
a  place  to  which  I  had  sent  forward  our  Chri>tian  savages 
from  below.  We  found  there  two  hundred  deer  which  tliey 
had  killed,  a  good  share  of  which  they  gave  to  our  army, 
which  thus  profited  by  the  fortunate  chase. 

On  the  Gth,  having  a  light  favorable  wind,  wc  cncamipcd 
two  leagues  below  Gmmaraske,  a  place  where  salmon  is 
very  abundant,  and  accomplished  this  day  alwut  fifteen 
leagues.  We  met  on  the  same  day  the  bark  which  Avas 
coming  fn  ni  Catarocouy,  bringin:::  provisions  for  the  gar- 
rison w^e  had  left  to  v.inter  at  Niagara.  On  the  7th  we 
advanced  twelve  good  leagues  and  encamped  two  leagues 
below  Keuti'. 

On  the  8th,  favored  by  a  light  wind  from  the  southwest, 
we  advanced  (ifieen  good  leagues,  and  encamped  near  the 
island  of  La  Foret. 

On  the  Dth,  notwithstanding  a  contrary  witid,  we  ad- 
vanced nine  leagues,  and  arrived  at  Fort  Catarocouy,  where 
we  remained  the  rest  of  that  day  and  a  part  of  the  next, 
to  give  iht;  necessary  orders  for  the  wintering  of  the  garri- 
son we  liav(>  hit  tliere.  composed  of  a  hundred  men  under 
the  command  of  M.  D'OrvilJiors.  We  set  out  from  the 
Fort  on  the  afternoon  of  the  10th,  and  encamped  at  point 
A  la  Mnrt,  distant  live  leagues  Irom  Catai-ocoiiy. 

On  the  1  lih  we  advanced  eighteen  leagues,  and  encamp- 
ed two  leaixues  iVom  La  (.laletle. 

On  the   K'th  we  passed  a  portion  of  the  rapids  much 


•  De  Nonville  It- ft  T)f  Troyes  wiih  provisions  and  munitions  for  ci^ht  months. 
A  sickness  soon  iiltcr  broke  out  in  tiie  grirrison,  by  which  ihey  nearly  all  per- 
ished, includitig  their  coniiiiandtr.  'I'he  cau?e  of  the  sickness  was  nscribed  to 
the  climate,  but  was  prolnhly  owing  to  the  unwholesonic  food  witii  which  they 
were  piovided.  Tiiey  were  so  clc.=eiy  besieged  by  the  Iioqu.-is  that  they  were 
unable  to  supply  thenibclves  wiih  iVesh  pruvisions.  The  fortreia  was  soon  after 
al)andoned  and  destroyed,  much  to  ihe  regret  of  De  Nonvitle. 
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sooner  than  we  ascended.     We  encamped  at  point  a  Bau- 
(!>:t  in  Lake  St.  Francis. 

On  the  13th,  we  reached  Montreal  at  an  early  hoi-ir,  v.-here 
\ve  were  impatiently  expected,  and,  what  is  siurprisinsr. 
without  once  having  in  all  our  voyage  heard  any  news  of 
our  Iroquois  enemies. 
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The  names  of  the  ancient  and  modern  Indian  villages  within  the 
bounds  of  the  accompanying  map,  were  furnished  by  Blacksmith, 
as  mentioned  in  the  introduction,  and  their  exact  localities  were 
ascertained  as  near  as  possible.  The  original  terms  arc  descrip- 
tive oflocality,  or  significant  of  some  qualit}'  appertaining  to  the 
respective  villages,  but  have  nearly  all  been  corrupted,  or  entirely 
changed  by  the  white  man. 

In  writing  them  down,  Pickering's  system  of  orthography  has 
been  in  the  main  pursued  ;  a,  sounding  like  a  in  fall ;  a,  like  a  in  hat ; 
e,  like  e  in  they  ;  i,  like  i  in  machine  ;  o,  like  o  in  note  ;  v,  like  u  in 
but.  The  horizontal  mark  underneath  a  vowel  indicates  a  nasal 
sound.  When  t  and  h  come  together  they  must  be  sounded  sepa- 
rately, as  the  h  only  adds  a  rough  breathing  to  the  t.  The  cross 
on  the  h  (h)  denotes  a  sound  similar  to  the  close  of  the  interjection 
oh  !  when  repeated  impatiently,  approaching  the  sound  of  k,  but 
not  quite  reaching  it.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  represent  the 
rounds  of  Indian  words  by  the  English  alphabet.  If,  however, 
tliC  sounds  of  the  letters,  as  above  indicated,  are  strictly  observed, 
and  the  accents  properly  attended  to,  a  near  a{)proximation  to  the 
correct  [ironuucintion  will  bo  attained. 

A.  Sgo!i'-sa-Ts'-thah.  This  is  the  Indian  name  of  a  great  re- 
sort for  fishin:!^,  which  formerly  existed  on  the  Irondequoit  Creek, 
a  short  distance  above  the  head  of  the  bay.  The  meaning  of  the 
word  is,  '' ihfi  swell  dashes  against  the  precipice,'"  referring  to  the 
fact  that  a  heavy  swell  sometimes  beats  against  the  ledge  over" 
which  the  falls  pour. 

B.  Ga-o'-sa-eh'-g;i-nah.  '•'  The  bass  v'ood  lark  used  to  lie  there." 
A  more  particular  notice  of  this  word  will  be  found  in  the  intro- 
duction. 
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C.  Chi'-^os-hali'-geh.  "  On  tlie  slope  of  the  valley.'"  In  allu- 
sion to  the  location  of  the  village.  The  stream  now  called  '•'  Mud 
Creek,"  was  formerly  known  by  the  same  name  among  the  In- 
dians- 

D.  Ga'-non-daa-gwah'.  "J.  chosen  town,"  compounded  of 
Ga-non-dah,  "  ioicn,"  and  Grui-gwah,  ''  it  was  selected.^'  Tlie  lake 
was  also  known  by  the  same  name,  now  called,  by  corruption, 
Canandaigua. 

E.  Hah'-nya-yall'.  "  Where  the  finger  lies.''  This  name  is 
compounded  of  Hah'-nyali,  "  his  finger,''  and  ga-yah,  "  it  lies 
there,"  and  originated  from  the  following  circumstance,  handed 
down  by  Indian  tradition.  An  Indian  was  picking  strawberries 
near  the  foot  of  the  Honeoye  Lake.  A  rattlesnake,  coiled  in  the 
grass,  bit  the  end  of  his  finger.  The  Indian  fearing  the  effects  of 
the  poison,  cut'offthe  wounded  end  with  his  tomahav/k,  and  left  it 
lying  in  the  grass.  The  whites  call  the  name  Honeoye,  which  is 
much  less  musical  than  the  original. 

F.  Sga'-nyiu-dais.     "Lo/?"' La/:e,"  now  called  Scanitice. 

,G.  Nall'-daafi.  "  iie/H?oc/j,"  compounded  of  0-nah-dah,  "  hem- 
lock," Q.n([  ga.-D.ti' ,"  it  is  upon."  Referring  to  the  abundance  of 
that  tree  which  grew  on  the  border.s  of  tlie  lake. 

H.  Gah'-nyuh-sas.  This  name,  according  to  Wm.  Jones, 
takes  its  origin  from  an  old  ^scoop-net  fishing  ground,  at  the  outlet 
of  the  lake.  Blacksmith  pronounces  it  Gah-neh'-sas,  and  says  it  is 
derived  from  the  abundance  of  sheep-berries  which  formerly  gre«' 
on  the  western  borders  of  the  lake.  There  was  a  village  of  the 
same  name  at  the  head  of  the  lake. 

J.  Gah-a'-yan-d-.k.  LiterciUy,  "  (here  teas  a  fort  there."  This 
was  an  ancient  Indian  village  situated  on  the  top  of  an  eminence. 
For  a  further  description,  see  the  introduction. 

K.  Ga-non'-da-eh.  '•'  A  village  en  a  hilL"  It  was  located  on 
the  eastern  bank  of  the  Honeoye,  near  where  the  present  mail 
road  crosses  that  stream. 

L.  Sga-hTs'-ga  aah.  Literally,  "  It  teas  a  long  creek."  There 
was  an  Indian  village  formerly  located  on  the  stream  where  Lima 
is  now  situated,  and  which  bore  this  name. 

M.  Dyu-do'o-sot.  '' At  the  spring."  Thi^  village,  according 
to  Blacksmith,  was  one  of  the  four  principal  ancient  villages  of  the 
Senecas,  the  other  three  having  been  located  at  B.  C.  Ot  N. 

N.     De-yu'-di-haak'-dQh.     "  The  lend."     This  ancient  village 
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was  situated  in  a  large  bend  of  the  Honeoye,  north  of  the  present 
villago  of  West  Mendon.  A  more  particular  description  of  its  lo- 
cation may  be  found  in  the  introduction. 

O.  Gah-ni'.gah-dut.  '■  The  pesilc  stands  there."  This  was  a 
more  modern  village,  and  was  situated  at  or  near  the  site  of  East 
Avon. 

P.  Ga-no'-wa-gas.  Literally,  "it  has  the  smell  of  the  scum." 
A  foetid  substance  which  rises  on  the  surface.  Descriptive  of  the 
odor  of  the  mineral  springs  near  Avon. 

R.  Gah-da'-oh.  "  BhiJV  Now  c?.lled  Gardow.  This  place 
M'as  for  many  years  the  residence  of  Mary  Jemison,  the  white 
Avoman. 

S.     De-yu'-it-ga-oh.     "  Where  the  valky  widens." 

T.  Sho-noh'-jo-waali-geh.  "  At  Gen.  Morris's."  The  Goner- 
al  was  called  by  this  name,  without  the  suffix  geh,  which  denotes 
locality.  The  place  is  now  called  .Alount  I\Iorris.  This,  and  the 
four  villages  last  named,  were  comparatively  modern. 
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NO.  I. 

The  following  copy  of  the  Proc^=  verbal  of  the  act  of  possession  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  Penecas  by  the  French,  was  translated  from  the  Paris  Documents  at 
Albany,  vol.  iii.  p.  209.  Taken  iu  connection  with  De  Nonville's  Narrative, 
it  is  a  paper  of  much  interest. 

"  RecorJ  of  the  taking  possession  of  the  country  of  the  Iroquois,  called  Son- 
nontouant. 

"  On  the  19th  day  of  July,  in  the  year  1GS7,  the  troops  commanded  by  tiie 
Honorable  Reii^  de  Brisay,  Chevalier,  Seigneur  Marquis  of  De  Nonville  and 
other  places,  Governor  and  Lieutenant  General  for  the  King  in  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  Canada,  and  counti-y  cf  New  France,  in  presence  of  Hector,  Chevalier 
de  Calliere,  Governor  of  Montreal  in  the  said  country,  commanding  tlv^  camp 
under  his  orders,  and  of  Philip  de  Rigand,  Chevalier  de  ^'audreuil,  conniiand- 
ing  the  troops  of  the  King,  which  being  drawn  up  in  jiattle  array,  there  apj.eaied 
at  the  head  of  the  army,  Charles  Aubert,  Sieur  de  la  Chenays,  citizen  uf  yiubec, 
deputed  by  the  Honorable  Jean  Bochart,  Chevalier,  Seigneur  de  Cliampigiiy, 
Horoy,  Verneuil  and  other  places.  Counsellor  of  the  King  in  his  councils,  Jntend- 
ant  of  Justice,  Police  and  Finances  in  all  Northern  France,  who  asserted  and 
declared,  that  at  the  requisition  of  the  said  Seigneur  de  Champigny,  ho  did  take 
possession  of  the  village  of  Totiakton,  as  he  had  done  of  the  other  three  villri^^es 
named  Giannagaro,  Gannondata,  and  Gannongarae,  and  of  a  Fort  distant  half  a 
league  from  tb.e  said  village  oi  Gannngaro,  together  with  ail  the  lands  which  are 
in  their  vicinity,  however  far  they  extend,  conquered  in  the  name  of  his  riieijcsty  ; 
and  as  evidence  thereof  has  planted  in  all  the  said  villages  and  Forts,  tl-.e  arms 
of  his  said  Majesty,  and  has  proclaimed  in  a  loud  voice,  '  tu'e  le  rot,'  alter  ilic 
said  troops  have  vanquished  and  put  to  flight  eight  hundred  Iroquois  Tsonnoii- 
touans,  and  have  laid  waste,  burnt  and  destroyed  their  provisions  and  cabin-. 
And  on  accaunt  of  the  foregoing,  the  Sieur  de  la  Chenays  Aubert,  has  required 
evidence  to  be  granted  to  him  by  me,  Paul  Dupuy,  Esquire,  Counsellor  of  ti'.e 
King,  and  his  Attorney  at  the  Court  of  the  Provost  of  Quebec. 

"Done  at  the  said  village  of  Totiakton,  the  largest  village  of  the  Tsonnoii- 
touans,  in  presence  of  the  llevercnd  Father  Vaillant,  Jesuit,  and  of  the  offieer;- 
of  the  regulars  and  militia,  witnesses  with  me  the  said  attorney  of  the  King. 
Subscribed  the  day  and  year  above  tnentioned,  and  signed  in  the  original  by 
Charles  Aubert  de  la  Chenays,  J.  Rene  de  Brisay,  ^Monsieur  De  Noin  ille,  Le 
Chevalier  de  Calliere,  Flcutelot  de  Roinprey,  de  Desmeloizes,  de  Ramczay, 
Francois  Vaillant  of  the  Company  of  Jesus,  de  Graiuleviile,  de  Longueil,  Saint 
Paul  and  Dupuy. 

"  Com;iured  with  the  orii'inal  remaining  in  my  hands,  by  me,  tb.e  un.lersii_'ned, 
Counsellor,  Secretary  of  his  3Iajesty,  and  Chief  Register  ot  the  Sovereign  Coun- 
cil at  Quebec. 

"Signed.  PENURET." 
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Accoiiut  of  r.ic  Expedition  of  Dc  l^orr/i,!'-  as  rel-ucil  by  the  Daron  Lt  Hon- 
t  in  in  his  "  Travils  in  Anurica  "  Tf-iHslaved  f;om  ihe  f'reucli  ecliiion  pub- 
i.-hed  a  La  liayo,  ia  1715. 

"  On  the  third  day  of  July.  1(1^7,  we  enib.irked  from  Fort  Frontinac,  to  coa?t 
olong  the  southern  shore,  under  fsvcr  of  the  cnlms  which  prevail  in  that  nioiuli, 
and  at  ilie  scrne  time  '.be  Sieur  de  la  Foret  left  for  Nio^aia  by  the  north  side  of 
the  Lake,  lo  v.pit  there  for  a  considerable  rehifcrceincriu 

"  By  e.xtraoi denary  good  fo;tune  we  both  arrived  on  the  same  day,  and  nearly 
the  same  hour,  r.t  Uie  river  of  tl'e  Tsonnontcuans,  by  reason  of  which  our  Sav- 
age allies,  who  d'-aw  predicti>.-ni-  from  the  '.lerest  trifle?,  foretold  with  their  usual 
Eiipcr«tition,  that  sc  punctual  a  meeting  infallibly  indioat-'d  the  total  destruction 
of  the  Iroquois.     How  they  deceived  themselves  the  sequel  will  sliow. 

"  The  same  evening  on  whi.ii  v.-e  landed,  we  commenced  drawing  our  canoes 
and  batteaux  upon  lund,  and  protected  ihem  by  a  strong  guard.  We  afterwards 
set  about  con^truciin^  a  For:  of  sfakes,  in  x'-hich  four  hundred  men  were  sta- 
tioned, under  the  command  of  the  Sieur  DorviUicrs,  to  guard  the  boats  and 
bagijage. 

.  "  The  next  day  a  young  Canadian,  named  La  Fontaine  3Iarion,wos  unju?tiy 
put  to  death.  The  following  is  his  history.  This  poor  unfortunate  became  ac- 
quainted witli  the  country  and  snares  of  Canada  by  the  numerous  voyages  he 
made  over  the  continent,  and  a'ter  having  rendered  hi^  King  good  service,  asked 
permission  of  several  of  the  Governors  General  to  continue  his  travels  in  further 
prosecution  of  bis  petty  trafi:",  but  he  could  never  obtain  it.  lie  then  deter- 
)iiined  to  go  to  Is' e  w  England,  as  war  did  not  then  exist  between  the  two  Crowns. 
Jle  was  very  well  received,  on  account  of  his  enterprise  and  acqxiaintance  with 
nearly  all  the  Indian  language.-^.  It  was  proposed  that  he  should  pilot  thiough 
the  lakes,  those  two  companies  of  English  which  have  since  been  captured. 
He  nsreed  to  do  so,  and  was  ui, fortunately  taken  with  the  rest. 

'•  The  injustice  of  which  they  were  guilty,  appears  to  me  ine.xcusable,  for  we 
were  at  peace  with  the  English,  besides  which  tliey  claim  that  the  lakes  of  Can- 
ada belong  to  them. 

"  On  the  following  day  we  Sct  out  for  the  great  village  of  the  Tsoimontouans, 
without  any  other  provisions  than  the  ten  biscuit  wliich  each  man  was  com- 
pelled to  carry  fjr  himself  W?  had  but  seven  leagues  to  march,  through  immense 
forests  of  lofty  trees  and  over  a  very  level  country.  Tiie  Courenrs  de  Lois  formed 
the  van^ruard,  with  a  part  of  the  savages,  the  remainder  of  wliich  brought  up  the 
rear — the  regulars  and  militia  neing  ia  the  centre. 

"  The  first  day,  cur  scouts  marched  in  advance  without  making  any  discover- 
ies. Tiie  distance  which  we  accomplishtd  was  four  leagues.  On  the  second 
day  the  same  scouts  took  the  lead,  and  advanced  even  to  the  fields  of  the  village, 
without  perceiving  any  one,  although  they  passed  within  pistol  shpt  of  five  hun- 
dfd  Ts^nnontouans  lying  on  their  bellies,  who  suflered  them  to  pass  and  repass 
without  inierruption. 

"  On  receiviii;:  their  report  we  marched  in  great  liaste  and  little  order,  be- 
lieving that  as  the  Iroquois  had  fled,  we  could  ai  least  capture  their  v  omen,  chil- 
dren and  old  men.  But  when  we  arrived  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  on  which  they 
lay  in  ambush,  distant  about  a  quarter  of  a  league  from  the  village,  they  began  to 
utter  their  ordinary  cries,  followed  with  a  discharge  of  musketry. 

"  If  you  had  seen,  sir,  the  disorder  into  which  our  militia  and  regulars  were 
thrown,  among  the  dense  wooils,  you  would  agree  with,  me,  thit  it  would  require 
many  thousand  Europeans  to  make  head  against  these  barbarians. 

'■  Our  battalions  were  immediaiely  S'-parated  inio  platoons,  which  ran  without 
ord>?r,  pell  mell,  to  the  right  and  left,  without  knowing  whither  they  went.  In- 
stead of  firing  upon  the  Iroqini-!,  we  fired  upon  each  other.  It  was  in  vain  to 
call  'help,  Soldiers  of  such  a  battalion,'  for  we  could   scarcely  see  thirty  paces. 
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In  short,  we  were  so  disordered,  that  the  enemy  were  about  to  fail  upon  us.  club 
in  hand,  when  our  savages  having  rallied,  repulsed  and  pursued  them  so  clo?i-!y, 
even  to  their  villages,  that  they  k:\\<\\  n.ore  than  eidiiy,  the  heads  ol  which  they 
brout;ht  .iway,  not  countin  ;  the  wounded  who  escaped. 

"  We  lost  on  thii  occa.-ion  ten  sa\  ages  and  a  hundred  Frenchmen;  we  had 
twenty  or  twenty-two  wounded,  among  whom  was  the  good  Father  Angeiran, 
the  Jesuit,  who  was  shot  in  those  parts  of  which  Orisfen  wislied  to  deprive  lum- 
self,  that  he  might  instruct  the  tair  sex  with  less  scandal. 

"When  the  savages  brought  the  heads  to  M.  De  Nonville,  they  inquired  why 
he  halted  instead  of  advancing.  He  replied  that  ho  could  not  leave  his  wour.ded, 
and  to  afford  his  surgeons  time  to  care  for  them,  he  had  thought  proper  to  en- 
camp. I'hey  proposed  making  litters  to  carry  them  to  the  village,  which  was 
near  at  hand.  The  general  being  unwillinr  to  follow  this  advice,  endeavoK-d  to 
make  them  listen  to  reason,  but  in  place  of  hearing  him,  they  reassembled,  and 
having  held  a  council  among  themselves,  although  there  were  more  I'nan  !-n 
different  nations,  they  resolved  to  go  alone  in  pursuit  of  the  fugitives,  oi  whom 
they  expected  to  capture  at  least  the  women,  children,  and  old  men. 

"When  they  were  ready  to  march,  JM.  De  Nonville  exhorted  them  no:  to 
leave  him  or  depart  from  his  camji,  but  rest  for  one  day,  and  that  the  next  day  iie 
would  go  and  burn  the  villages  of  the  enemy,  and  lay  wa.=tc  their  fields,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  they  would  perish  by  famine.  This  offended  them  so  much 
that  the  greater  part  returned  to  their  country,  saying  that  '  the  French  hr.d  come 
for  an  cxcursicjn  rather  than  to  carry  on  war,  since  they  would  not  pront  by  tiic 
finest  opportunity  i:i  the  world  ;  that  their  ardor  was  like  a  sudden  llash,  extin- 
guished as  soon  as  kindled  ;  that  it  seemed  useless  to  have  brought  so  many  war- 
riors from  all  parts  to  bum  bark  cabins,  which  cuuld  be  rebuilt  in  four  days  :  that 
the  Tsonnontouans  would  care  but  little  if  their  Indian  corn  was  desir'.yed. 
since  the  other  Iroquois  nations  had  sufficient  to  afford  them  a  part ;  that  fir.aily, 
after  having  joined  the  Governors  of  Canada  to  no  purpose,  they  would  never 
trust  them  in  future,  notwithstanding  any  promises  they  might  make.' 

"  Some  say  that  M.  De  Nonville  should  have  gone  farther,  others  think  r.  was 
impossible  for  him  to  do  better.  I  will  not  venture  '.o  decide  between  th'-in. 
Those  at  the  helrn  are  often  the  most  embarrassed.  However,  we  marci;e<l^  the 
next  day  to  the  great  village,  carrying  our  wounded  on  litters,  but  found  not'iin? 
but  ashes,  the  Iroquois  having  taken  the  precaution  to  burn  it  thcnueives.  ^  \Ve 
were  occupied  live  or  six  days  in  cutting  down  Indian  corn  in  the  tields  wi-.h  our 
swords.  From  thence  we  pas^^sd  to  the  two  small  villages  of  The-ga-ron-iiie.-? 
and  Da-non-ca-ri-ta-oui,  distant  two  or  three  leagues  from  the  former,  wriere 
we  perfonned  the  same  exploits,  and  then  returned  to  the  borders  of  the  iaki-. 
We  found  in  all  these  vdlagcs,  horses,  cattle,  poultry,  and  a  multitude  oi  sw.ne. 
The  country  which  we  saw  is  the  most  beautiful,  level  and  charming  in  the  world. 
The  woods  we  traversed  abounded  in  oak,  walnut  and  wild  chesnut  trees."' 

NO.  III. 

DrniVATIOX  CF  "NIAG.'iRA." 

It  appears  that  the  orthography  of  this  word  was  established  as  early  a-  the 
time  of  De  Nonville's  expedition — it  having  been  written  by  him  as  now  ~;  t  it._ 
Its  derivation,  having  recently  been  a  topic  of  di.scussiou  in  various  quarters,  isoi 
sufficient  interest  to  merit  investigation. 

Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario,  and  the  Strait  by  which  ihcy  are  connected,  are  laid 
down,  but  not  named,  on  the  map  annexed  to  Champlain's  voyages,  pui!!i-;:ed  in 
1G13.  A  fall  of  water  is  indicated  on  the  Strait,  near  Lake  0;iiarii>,  and  i.s 
there  called  "  Chute  d'eaii,"  or  waterfall.  This  is  the  earliest  notice  o.-i  record 
of  the  Fails  of  Niagara. 

Father  L'.\lkinant;  in  his  relation  of  Brebeuf's  visit  in  IClO,  to  the  Neutral 
Nation,  which  was  then  in  possession  of  both  borders  of  the  Niac-tra,  calls  the 
river,  "  On'ruiaahra,"  and  states  that  one  of  the  vilhges  of  that  .nation   was 
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known  by  the  sime  name.     It  is  not  probable  that  Brebeuf  visited  the  citaraet, 
a>  no  incniiori  is  made  of  it  in  the  narrative. 

It  i<i  in  this  word,  '•'  On^uiaahra,"  that  we  undoubtedly  have  the  ccrni  of  Ni- 
agara, and  it  13  interesting  to  notice  the  changes  and  modifications  which  it  his 
i!:id.-r.;one. 

It  next  appears  as  "  Ongiara"  on  Sanson's  Map  of  Canada,  published  in  1C57, 
seventeen  years  after  Brebeuf's  visit,  and  is  there  applied  to  the  Falls. 

On  Ducreu.x's  latin  map,  attached  to  his  Hisiori<r.  Canadensis,  published  in 
J  ceo,  the  Falls  are  called  "  Ongiara  Cataractes,"  or  th'-^  Cataract  of  Niagara. 

In  1C37,  we  find  De  Nonviile  using  the  present  orthography,  v.ni  since  ihit 
time,  all  French  writers  have  uniformly  written  the  word  "  Niagara."  Tlie 
English,  on  the  other  hand,  were  not  unifbrra  in  spelling  if,  until  about  the 
middle  of  the  last  centary. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  changes  wWch  occur  among  different  English 
writers: 

1C37,    Oneagerah — London  Documents,  Albany,  vol.iii.  p.  177. 

"         Onygara —  do.  do.  do. 

1747,     lagara — Colden'sFive  Nations,  Appendix,  p.  15. 
"         Oniasara —  do.         do.  do.  p.  79. 

1757,     Ochnia£;ara — Smith's  History  of  New  York,  vol.  1.  p.  220. 
17C9,     Ogniojorah — Knox's  Historical  Journal,  vol.  2.  p.  139. 

Onguiaahra  and  Oiir^iara,  are  evidenily  identical,  and  present  the  same  ele- 
ments as  Niagara.  1'l;ey  arc  undoubtedly  compounds  of  words  e.xpre=sive  of 
f-orne  meaning,  as  is  usual  with  aboriginal  terms,  but  which  meaning  is  now  lost. 
The  "o  "  which  occurs  in  both  the  French  and  English  orthogropliy,  is  probably 
a  nt'Uter  prefix,  similar  to  what  is  used  by  the  Senecas  and  Mohawks. 

One  writer  contends  that  Niagara  is  derived  from  Nyah'-gaah',  or  as  he 
writes  it  "  Ne-ah'-gah,"  said  to  be  the  name  of  a  Seneca  \'illage  wliich  formerly 
existed  on  the  Niagara  River  below  Lewiston,  and  now  applied  by  the  Senecas 
to  Lak«  Ontario. 

This  derivation,  however,  cannot  be  correct,  for  Onguiaahra,  and  its  counter- 
part Ongiara,  were  in  use  as  names  of  the  River  and  Falls,  long  before  the  Sen- 
eca village  in  question  was  in  existence.  The  Neutral  Nation,  irom  whose  lan- 
guage the  words  v.-ere  taken,  lived  on  both  borders  of  the  Niagara  until  they 
were  exterminated  by  the  Senecas  in  ICi'.i. 

It  is  far  more  probable  that  Nyah'-gaah',  is  a  reappearance  of  Onginra  in  the 
Seneca  dialect,  ar-d  this  view  is  strengthened  by  the  fact,  that  the  former,  unlike 
most  Iroquois  names,  is  without  meaning,  and  as  the  aborigines  do  not  confer 
arbitrary  names,  it  is  an  evidence  that  it  l-.as  been  borrowed  or  derived  from  a 
foreign  language. 

The  conclusion  tlien,  is,that  the  French  derived  Niagara  from  Ongiara,  and 
the  Senecas,  when  they  took  possession  of  the  territories  of  the  Neutral  Nation, 
adopted  the  name  Ongiara,  as  near  as  the  idiom  of  their  language  would  allow, 
and  hen?e  their  name  Nyah'-gaah'. 
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L\  Smith's  History  of  New  York,  first  edition,  publi.slicd  in 
London,  in  1757,  (page  179,)  is  a  statement,  referring  to  the  scliomr- 
of  Governor  Clarke  for  settling  the  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  Lake 
George  with  a  body  of  Protestant  Highlanders,  which  involves  a 
grave  charge  against  the  Governor  and  Cadwallader  Coldex, 
then  Surveyor-General  of  New  York.  The  plan  of  Governor 
Clarke  was  to  form  a  line  of  border  settlements,  that  would  oppose 
a  barrier  to  the  further  encroachments  of  the  French  upon  the  fron- 
tiers of  New  York.  Governor  Cosby,  in  1734,  had  made  a  public 
offer  of  grants  of  the  vacant  crown  lands  to  European  settlers: 
and,  in  17.37,  Captain  Laughlin  Campbell,  of  Scotland,  came  over, 
to  obtain  a  grant  for  the  purposes  of  settlement.  "Ample  prom- 
ises," says  the  historian,  "  were  made  to  him.  He  went  upon  the 
land,  viewed  and  approved  it ;  and  was  entreated  to  settle  there, 
even  by  the  Indians,  who  were  taken  by  his  Highland  dress.  Mr. 
Clarke,  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  promised  him  in  a  printed  adver- 
tisement, the  grant  of  30,000  acres  of  land,  free  from  all  but  the 
charges  of  the  survey  and  the  King's  quit-rent.  Confiding  in  the 
faith  of  the  Government,  Captain  Campbell  went  home  to  Isla,  sold 
his  estate,  and  shorily  after  transported,  at  his  own  expense,  eighty- 
three  Protestant  families,  consisting  of  423  adults,  besides  a  great 
number  of  children.  Private  faith  and  public  honor  loudly  de- 
manded the  fair  execution  of  a  project,  so  expensive  to  the  under- 
taker, and  beneficial  to  the  colony.  But  it  unfortunately  dropped. 
through  the  sordid  views  of  some  persons  in  pou-er,  who  aimed  at  a 
share  in  the  intended  grant :  to  which  Campbell,  who  was  a  man  of 
spirit,  would  not  consent."* 

The  charge  here  made,  that  the  grant  to  Campbell  fiiiled  '•  tlirough 

•  Smith's  Hist.  N.  Y.  ii.  GO.     (Historical  Soriety's  edition.) 
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tiio  soniiil  views  of  some  persons  in  power,"  is  mado  explicit  J.v 
SiiKth,  in  the  continuation  of  his  History,  wherein  he  states  that 
'•  it  was  owing  to  a  discovery  that  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
(Clarke)  and  Mr.  Coldex,  the  Surveyor-General,  insisted  vAm\ 
their  fees,  and  a  certain  share  of  the  lands." 

To  the  imputation  contained  in  the  original  publication  of  Smith. 
Lieutenant  Governor  Coldkn  opposed  an  emphatic  denial,  as  soon 
as  it  came  to  his  notice.  He  addressed  an  earnest  letter  to  the  his- 
torian,  pointing  out  his  errors,  referring  to  sources  which  he  thought 
would  convince  him  that  he  was  in  error,  and  asking  him  to  make 
a  suitable  reparation.  But  the  only  explanation  v^'hich  Smith  ever 
gave  to  the  public,  may  be  found  in  the  following  note,  prepared 
for  the  last  edition  of  his  History  : 

"  Mr.  Golden,  to  vindicate  Mr.  Clarke,  and  to  exculpate  himself 
though  not  named  in  the  former  representation  of  CamnbcU's  dis- 
appointment, gave  himself  the  trouble  of  two  letters  to  the  author. 
of  the  1.5th  January,  and  17th  February,  1759.  *  *  *  ■*  Xhe 
author's  object  being  general,  he  declined  entering  into  any  partial 
controversy  respecting  the  criminality  of  individuals.  Let  it  suf 
fice,  tiiat  the  account  given  was  consistent  with  information  pro- 
cured from  Mr.  Alexander,  whose  intimacy  with  Mr.  Golden  gives 
it  force."* 

It  is  but  just  to  the  memory  of  Governor  Golden,  as  well  as  im- 
portant to  a  proper  appreciation  of  the  labors  of  the  historian,  that 
the  correspondence  between  them  on  the  subject  should  be  pub- 
lished. A  careful  examination  of  the  following  papers,  in  con- 
nection with  the  passages  referred  to  in  the  JL'story  of  New  York, 
will  enable  the  reader  to  comprehend  the  merits  of  the  controversv. 
They  are  copied  from  the  originals  in  the  archives  of  the  New 
York  Historical  Society,  and  are  now  first  published,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  letter  from  Golden  to  Smith,  of  the  15th  Januarv. 
which  is  inaccurately  printcfl  by  Dunlap.f — Editor. 

»  Smith's  Hist.  x\.  Y.  Note  B.  vol.  ii.  p.  3s0. 
.,,,;.,-,;..  t  History  of  New  York,  vol.  ii.  Aiipeiidix  54. 
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LETTER  FROM  GADV.^VLLa.DER  GOLDEN  TO  ^V'lLLLVM  SMiTiL 

Flushing,  Jan.  15,  1750. 
Sir: 

********  1  wa'?  surprised  very  lately  on  reading  the 
179th  page  of  yovir  Sen's  History.  Though  my  name  be 
not  mentioned  in  it,  it  has  boon  in  the  discourse  in  town 
occasioned  by  that  publication,  and  1  am  inibrmcd  was  to 
my  Lord  Loudoun.  This  has  occasioned  my  writing  the 
enclosed  to  your  son,  wliich  I  leave  open  for  your  perusal, 
and  desire  the  favor  of  your  delivering  it  to  him.  1  expect 
that  you  on  recollection  may  remember  tiie  substance  of 
what  I  write.  I  am  very  desirous,  that  a  proper  redress  be 
made,  in  a  manner  the  least  disagreeable  to  your  son,  and 
I  desire  your  assistance  for  that  purpose.  You  Icnow,  some 
persons  may  with  some  kind  of  satisfaction  sutler  this 
calumny  to  pass,  though  they  really  know  the  truth,  and 
may  likewise  be  as  well  pleased  to  have  your  son's  vera- 
city, as  an  historian,  called  openly  in  question.  Please  to  let 
me  know  your  thoughts  freely  on  the  subject.  I  expect  it 
from  the  friciulslup  which  has  long  subsisted  between  us, 
and  you  will  thereby  likewise  oblige 
Sir,  your  most  obedient, 

CADWALLADER  COLDEN. 

To  the  Hon.  William  Smith,  Esq. 

LETTER  FROM  CADWALLADER  COLDEN  TO  WILLLVM  S:\nTII,  Jk. 

Flushixg,  Jan.  15,  1759. 

Sir: 

I  did  not  see  your  History  of  New  Yorlc  till  last  week. 
The  account  you  give,  (page  179  of  that  History.)  of  the 
transactions  between  the  Ciovcrnment  of  New  York  and 
Captain  Laughlin  Campbell,  is  in  every  circumstance  a 
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misrrprcsrntation  of  facts.  It  is,  in  tlie  principal  part, 
ab.-uli)U:ly  false,  and  an  egregious  calumny  of  tlir  ])i>rsoii<. 
who  at  that  time  had  tlic  administration  of  Goveriuuent  ia 
iheir  hands. 

It  is  now  about  twenty  years  since  that  aflair  happeiuii. 
Many  of  the  circumstances  I  cannot  with  suflicient  cer- 
tainty recollect ;  and  it  is  probable,  that  none  who  were 
not  immediately  concerned  in  that  aflair,  can  at  this  time 
remember  them.  I  shall  content  myself,  therefore,  with 
giving  you  a  summary  account  of  that  aflair,  so  far  as,  I 
doubt  not,  can  be  proved  by  living  evidence. 

It  is  true,  that  Ca{)tain  Campbell  imported  a  number  of 
families  from  Scotland,  a  great  part  of  which,  (I  believe 
the  greatest,)  had  paid  their  own  passages,  and  were  at 
liberty  to  dis])ose  of  themselves,  after  they  arrived  in  Amer- 
ica, as  they  thought  fit.  The  others  were  bound  by  inden- 
tures to  Captain  Campbell,  to  serve  him  or  his  assigns  some 
certain  number  of  years,  in  consideration  of  the  expense  of 
transporting  them  to  America;  or  under  some  other  obli- 
eation  to  repay  that  expense  witli  a  profit  to  him.  Soon 
after  their  arrival.  Captain  Campbell  presented  a  petition 
to  Lieutenant  Governor  Clarke  in  council,  setting  forth,  in 
substance,  (so  far  as  I  can  remember.)  that  he  had  imported 
some  certain  number  (which  I  liave  forgot)  of  families,  or 
persons,  in  order  to  cultivate  or  improve  some  part  of  the 
vacant  lands  of  this  province,  and  prayed  the  grant  of  a 
large  tract  of  land  (probably  30,000  acres,  as  you  men- 
tioned) to  him,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  in  order  to  settle 
thereon  those  families  and  persons  which  he  had  imported 
for  its  cultivation  and  improvement.  This  petition  and  the 
import  of  it,  became  immediately  the  subject  of  common 
discourse  in  the  town.  AVhereupon  the  persons  who  came 
with  Captain  Campbell,  and  had  paid  their  own  passages, 
met  together  in  companies,  in  the  streets,  where  they  loudly 
cxchuned  against  it ;  sayins:  they  had  left  Scotland  to  free 
themselves  from  the  vassalage  they  were  under  to  their 
Lords  tliere,  and  they  would  not  become  vassals  to  Laugh- 
lin  Campbell,  in  America.  The  Governor  being  informed 
of  this,  ordered  these  persons  to  be  called  together,  and 
to  be  interrogated  on  this  head.  They  jointly  and  sev- 
erally, to  a  man,  declared  they  would  not  become  tenants 
to  Laughlin  Camjibell.  It  being,  likewise,  doubted,  whether 
Cajitain  Campbell  was  in  capacity  to  settle  a  suflicient 
number  of  persons,  to  have  so  large  a  tract  of  land  culti- 
vated pursuant  to  the  directions  in  the  King's  instructions  ; 


'  1      !•'. 


f-kif 


\    ::    ;!        ..u;.l'.  tj  -;;  Ji 


he  5aicl  that  ti??  his  si^ttlin:::  or:  the  frontiers  fowarcls  Canada, 
wouUl  be  a  oonjid-.-raWo  additional  dcff  nco  of  the  province, 
he  expected  that  the  Assembly  v.'ould  Ixar  the  charge  of 
Mipportin-c  the  lamihes  that  wore  io  ^ettie  upon  it,  till  the}-- 
couUl  support  themselves  b}'  their  ov^n  labor,  and  that  he 
had,  or  would,  present  a  petition  for  that  purpose.  The 
Assembly,  knowing  the  aversion  which  the  people  -who 
came  over  with  C-iptfin  Campbell  had  to  him,  tor  it  was 
notorious,  (I'd  not  enter  on  the  consideration  of  his  petition; 
and  I  firmly  believe  that  he  gave  in  no  other  petitions  to 
the  Assembly. 

These  transactions  were  public,  and  the  subject  of  com- 
mon discourse,  yet  I  never  heard  Mr.  Clarke,  or  any  other 
person  in  the  administration,  blamed  at  that  time  by  any 
indiflerent  person,  ori  account  of  Captain  Campbell's  peti- 
tion, that  it  was  not  granted. 

This  being  the  state  of  the  case,  I  leave  it  to  you  to  say 
whether  Lieutenant  Governor  Clarke  could,  consistently 
with  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  grant  30,000  acres  of  land 
to  Laughlin  Camj)be!l ;  or  whether  it  would  not  have  been 
a  lasting  obstruction  to  the  settlement  of  the  frontiers,  to 
grant  30,000  acres  of  land  there  to  any  person,  who  was  in 
no  capacity  to  settle  and  improve  so  great  a  tract.  I  like- 
W'ise  leave  it  to  others,  who  are  better  acquainted  with 
C'aptain  Campbell's  character  than  you  arc,  to  say  whether 
it  be  in  the  least  probable  that  Captain  Campbell  \\ou!d 
have  refused  a  share,  in  that  grant,  to  any  person  who  liad 
inlhience,  to  procure  it  for  him,  under  color  of  the  preten- 
sions which  he  made. 

Captain  Campbell  might  have  had  2000  acres  of  land  for 
himself  on  the  frontiers,  and  the  others  quantities  in  pro- 
])ortion  to  their  abilities,  but  they  chose  to  settle  on  the  in- 
habited ])art  of  the  countj'y.  In  short,  Captain  Campbell 
liad  conceived  hopes  of  erecting  a  lordship  for  himself  in 
America.  Jle  imagined  that  the  people,  whom  he  enticed 
over  with  him,  would  have  become  his  tenants  on  condition 
of  being  supported  till  they  could  maintain  themselves  and 
an  easy  rent  afterwards.  Ilis  disappointment  came  from 
these  people  obstinately  refusing  to  become  his  tenants  on 
any  term-,  and  from  the  Assembly's  being  unwilling  to  sup- 
port thorn,  at  the  cxpen'^c  of  the  people  of  this  ])rovinee, 
and  not  from  Mr.  Clarke's  refusing  them  land  ;  for  they  mi^-ht 
have  had  it  as  before  mentioned,  but  non(}  of  them  Avere 
willing  or  in  ability  to  make  settlements  on  the  frontiers. 
So  far  as  1  know,  this  story,  which  you  tell,  v/as  not  prop- 
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niratod  till  since  Captain  Campbell's  death,  at  a  distance  of 
liin-.'  v.lun  these  transactions  are  forgotten  by  people  \vho 
liud  no  concern  in  them;  and  were  propagated  by  his  fam- 
ily, alter  they  were  reduced  to  distress  by  his  m'isconduct, 
in  order  to  move  the  compassion  of  some  persons  who  had 
it  in  their  power  to  advance  them;  and  they  have  suc- 
ceeded. As  these  stories  were  only  propagated  in  private, 
it  was  not  easy  to  take  public  notice  of  them;  but  now 
that  you  have  published  this  calumny  in  Europe  and  Amcr- 
■  ica,  a  public  redress  is  become  necessary. 

Tliis  public  defamation  being  an  egregious  injury  to  the 
public  faith  and  honor  of  the  Government  of  New  York,  you 
know  the  proper  method  for  redress  that  may  be  taken. 
But  as  I  think  that  your  writing  this  and  pubUshing  of  it, 
has  only  arisen  from  your  credulity  in  some,  who  do  not  de- 
serve the  confidence  you  placed  in  their  veracity,  and  from 
a  generous  indignation  at  vv-hat  you  thought  a  base  breach 
of  trust  in  the  Lieutenant  Governor  and  others,  I  shall  at 
present  leave  it  to  you  to  propose  what  you  think  may  be 
an  adequate  redress  of  so  public  an  injury. 

No  doubt  several  of  the  persons  who  came  over  with 
Captain  Campbell,  and  were  not  servants,  are  still  alive  ; 
from  them  you  may  learn  the  truth  of  the  principal  facts 
which  I  now  affirm.  Perhaps  some  of  them  may  now  live 
in  the  city.  I  have  forgotten  all  their  names  except  one 
]Montgomerie,  brother-in-law  to  Captain  Campbell,  who 
lately  lived  at  Caekcyat.  I  shall  expect  your  answer  with- 
out delay,  and  that  thereby  the  opinion  will  be  confirmed 
of  your  sincerity  and  integrity,  v/hich  has  been  hitherto 
entertained  by 

Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

CADWALLADER  COLDEN. 

To  William  Smith,  Jun.  Esq. 

.  III. 

'-■  .  •  •     New  York,  Jax.  31,  1759. 

*******  I  delivered  the  letter  enclosed  to  me  as  di- 
rected. I  remember  something  of  that  afiair,  but  as  not 
less  than  four  gentlemen  were  concerned,  cannot  tell  in 
particular  on  whom  the  censure  fell.  But  know  that  the 
common  opinion  concurred  with  what  is  written.  Public 
acts  are  always  subject  to  public  judgment;  and  what 
every  body  is  concerned  in,  every  one  thhiks  he  has  a  right 
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to  prive  his  opinion  upoa.  As  -ViLs  case  is  circumstanced,  I 
clioose  to  suspend  mint-,  A^'iien.  your  ](  tier  was  read,  I 
perceived  it  gave  oiTence.  I  urg<: d  a:i  aiisv.er,  and  olitained 
a  promise,  but  suspect  from  what  1  observed,  liiat  it  will  be 
with  some  resentment,  1  beg  that  you  w  ill  consider  it  as 
a  certain  truth,  Quod  Filii  mei  ex  Ephcbis  excessi  togam 
virilf/u  statim  orrijviint ;  they  feel  an  iudepetidence,  and 
cease  to  be  any  lo)iger  accountable  tor  their  conduct.     1 

foresee  a  storm.     *'  Hoc  Ithacus  velit." And  perhaps  it 

may  be  impar  Congrr.ssv.s,  on  the  younger  side. 

1  remember  thai  in  the  time  of  JMr.  Cosby,  a  gentleman 
whom  we  well  knew  was  attacked  ia  w-iiat  was  esteemed 
a  weak  part.  We  that  \. -ere  his  friends,  judged  it  proper 
that  he  should  answer  it :  he  smiled  and  said,  I  am  not 
named  ;  the  censure  is  not  applicable  to  me  ;  and  upon  con- 
sidering the  matter,  we  judged  that  he  acted  wisely,  in  neg- 
lecting the  censure. 

For  my  part,  I  think,  according  to  the  old  oracle,  '*  That 
the  beginning  of  strife  is  os  when  one  letteth  out  irater.''  The 
simile  is  beautiful.  A  hole  pierced  in  a  milldam,  by  the 
incumbent  pressure  will  soon  grow  larger.  Hence  the  ad- 
vice, •'  Leave  ojf  contention  before  it  be  rneddled  ivith"  These 
are  the  best  sentiments  that  I  can  suggest,  in  an  affair 
which  as  to  me  is  of  so  much  delicacy. 
I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient, 

humble  servant, 

WM.  SMITH. 

The  Hon.  CADWALi.AnER  Colden,  Esq. 


IV. 
LETTER  FROM  WILLIAM  SMiTH,  Jr.  TO  CADWALLADER  GOLDEN. 

New  York,  Feb.  1,  1759. 
Sir  : 

Your  letter  of  the  15th  January,  which  came  to  me  un- 
sealed, contains  such  a  heavy  charge  of  misrepresentation, 
falsehood  and  calumny,  that  I  am  almost  inclined  to  tlu'iik 
myself  relieved  irom  the  obligation,  which  your  age,  rank, 
character,  and  particularly  your  professed  friendship  to  my 
father,  would  otherwise,  undoubtedly,  have  laid  me  under, 
to  take  notice  of  every  thing,  wherein  you  might  conceive 
yourself  in  the  least  degree  concerned.  ]io\\ever.  >ince 
your  papers  may,  after  your  decease,  lall  into  such  iiands, 
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as  may  make  a  bad  use  of  that  letter,  I  thought  prupor  not 
to  leav(?  it  to  pass  entirely  unanswered. 

In  hi-storical  accounts,  it  is  scarce  possible  to  avoid  inis- 
takf's.  As  the  memory  of  them,  so  the  proofs  rcdaiinii-  to 
facts,  ordinarily  decrease  in  proportion  to  our  removes  from 
the  period  of  action.  All,  therefore,  that  can  be  do'.u\  is  to 
make  use  of  the  best  lights  that  oflcr,  and  to  permit  notliing 
to  slide  into  a  work.  unsup])ortrd  by  the  best  evidence 
which  the  nature  of  the  thing  will  admit.  He  that  writes 
under  these  guards,  will  escape  all  just  censure,  even 
though  he  should  happen  to  err;  and  yet  every  man  has  a 
right  to  correct  him,  iJ'it  be  done  Avith  decency  and  candor. 
But  an  abrupt  intrusion  upon  him,  with  an  angry  accusa- 
tion, unhappily  defeats  the  very  design  of  the  corrector,  by 
rendering  his  disinterestedness  suspected;  the  unliiasscd 
advocate  for  truth  being  generally  calm  and  unruillcd. 
My  meaning,  sir,  is  tliis:  that  the  first  attack  ought  not  to 
be  in  such  terms  as  these:  "  Your  account  is  in  every  cir- 
cumstance a  misrepresentation.  It  is  in  the  principal  part 
absolutely  false,  and  an  egregious  calumny  of  the  ])ersons 
who  had  the  administration  of  Government  in  their  hands." 
Nor  ought  a  threat  to  be  so  much  as  insinuated,  because  it 
presupposes  the  person  reproved,  to  have  no  other  principle 
or  pas.--ion  to  be  wrought  upon,  than  fear,  the  most  das- 
tardly and  abject  of  all  passions. 

From  this  recrimination,  I  would  not  have  you  under- 
stand, sir,  that  I  believe  the  passage  against  which  you  ex- 
cept, is  /W/.vt'  and  scandrtlojis.  If  that  was  the  case,  "free,  as 
}  am,  from  the  least  consciousness  of  a  design,  wilfully  to 
misrepresent  any  gentleman's  conduct  in  Captain  Camj)- 
bcir.s  allair,  1  should  think  myself  bound  by  the  most  sacred 
ties,  to  retract  what  1  have  written,  and  make  immediate 
reparation.  And  though  the  commencement  of  our  cor- 
respondence, may  incline  you  to  imagine  me  to  be  not  very 
much  under  your  influence,  I  beg  you'll  take  my  promise, 
that  I  will  hear  any  evidence  you  are  inclined  to  oiFer, 
in  support  of  your  charge  :  and  if  it  is  sutlicient,  I  will  in- 
stantly expunge  the  guilty  passage,  against  wliich  you  com- 
plain. 

In  my  own  vindication,  give  me  leave  to  add,  sir,  the  oc- 
casion of  its  insertion,  the  authority  upon  which  it  was 
founded,  and  my  motives  for  publishing  that  part  of  the 
narrative. 

1  remember  to  have  seen  Captain  Campbell  when  I  was 
a  boy,  and  perhaps  his  Highland  dress,  which  was  then  a 
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novelty  in  the  country,  mifrlit  at  that  a^e  have  made  the 
impression  the  deeper,  and  attracted  my  attention  to  the 
f,'eneral  conversation  about  him  and  his  {illairs.  "Wiien  I 
drew  near  the  close  of  the  detail  of  our  public  trai'.sac- 
tions,  and  observed  from  the  Minutes  of  Council,  \vhich  1 
perused,  our  inattention  to  the  French  encroachmenfs  at 
Crown  Point,  Campbell's  project  of  settling  the  lands  above 
Saratoga,  on  the  Wood  creek,  staited  into  mind,  and  1  be- 
came anxious  to  know,  why  a  design,  which  seemed  to  me 
a  very  ])roper  and  salutary  remedy  to  the  late  misstep,  was 
rendered  abortive.  I  consulted  public  fame  and  tradition, 
and  they  warranted  in  the  main  M'hat  you  see  I  have  since 
written;  but  choosinc,  in  a  matter  of  that  important^e,  to 
found  myself  on  farther  authority,  I  sent  for  one  of  Captain 
Can,])beirs  sons,  and  desired  him  on  the  next  visit  to  his 
mother,  who  then  lived  in  your  neighborhood  in  the  high- 
lands, to  set  down,  from  her  own  mouth,  in  writing,  all  she 
could  remember  about  the  matter,  and  to  give  me  a  sight 
of  the  papers  which  her  husband  had  left  behind  him  at  his 
decease.  He  did  so,  and  1  found  the  vulgar  accounts  still 
farther  confirmed.  Tliis  last,  indeed,  was  the  evidence  of 
a  party  interested  ;  but  that  no  stone  might  be  left  unturned 
to  come  at  the  truth,  I  in  the  next  place  took  occasion  to 
converse  more  than  once  with  Mr.  Alexander  upon  this 
subject,  a  gentleman  of  liis  jMajesty's  Council,  famed  lor 
his  good  memory,  clear  judgment  and  minute  attention  to 
the  course  of  our  public  alFairs,  and  to  whose  testimony, 
whether  we  consider  his  opportunities  to  know  the  trt.tli,  or 
integrity  in  the  relation  oi  it,  you,  I  am  persuaded,  \\ill  be 
the  last  of  all  men  to  object.  In  these  conferences.  1  re- 
lated to  liirn  what  I  had  collected  relating  to  Canipbrir.s 
disappointments,  and  their  causes,  and  told  him  of  my  de- 
sign to  make  a  public  use  of  the  story.  He  seemed  to  know 
it  well,  and  exj)ressed  himself  with  that  ready  indignation,. 
which  usually  accompanies  a  strong  remembrance  ot  an 
injurious,  wrong  measure,  for  he  immediately  said,  the  ob- 
structions given  to  Ca])tain  Campbell  were  acandaloiis  ;  and 
then  added  some  further  particulars  of  intbrmalion  on  that 
head. 

By  these  accumulated  proofs,  I  had  no  reason  to  doubt 
the  main  facts,  of  which,  for  the  ;i:reatcr  safety,  1  ehos<% 
nevertheless,  to  draw  up  only  a  general  relation.  I  have 
since  fr('(juently  mentioned  CamijbcH's  sufierinirs,  in  acci- 
dental companions  of  the  best  sort,  and  as  1  never,  till  llie 
receipt  of  your  letter,  found  the  account  1  gave,  drawn  inta 
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qupstiori.  1  am  npt  to  be'ieve  that  no  one  has  imposed  upon 
iiiv  rrcduliiy  :  ih;.t  thib  t'zcAs  are  notoriously  true  ;  and  that 
the  uiitlior.i  cf  Caj-.iaiu  C^mpbtil's  misfortunes,  whoever 
they  were,  sensible  ol"  their  g'vlit,  hid  their  heads  in  sih-nee, 
not.'  daring  to  contradict  or  oppose,  what  was  once  gener- 
ally known,  ard  still  is  believed  to  be  true. 

Among  my  inducements  lor  publishing  that  anecdote, 
which  otiends  you  so  much.  1  need  only  to  mention,  that  it 
was  j)artiy  for  .he  sake  of  historical  truth,  and  parily  to 
call  up  the  public  atiention  to  a  similar  project,  should  any 
one  be  hereafter  attempt<^d.  But  principally  to  spread  the 
compassionate  eiT;otions  I  felt  in  my  own  breast,  and  to 
keep  up  the  claim  of  the  widow  and  children  of  that  loyal, 
unfortunate  adventurer,  to  the  special  regards  of  the  pub- 
lic. 1  am  clad  to  hear,  that  three  of  his  sons  are  now  in 
his  ]Maj(-sty's  service,  preferred  upon  the  score  of  then- 
father's  misfortunes,  and  in  a  condition  to  support  their 
mother,  wl)0,  without  the  help  of  her  children,  through  a 
train  of  adversities,  would,  if  I  am  not  very  much  misin-^ 
formed,  soon  be  obliged  to  depend  upon  the  cold  charity  of 
mere  strangers. 

Upon  the  receipt  ot'  your  letter,  I  took  some  pains  to  get 
a  second  perusal  of  Captain  Campbell's  papers,  among 
which  I  saw^  Governor  Cosby's  proclamation,  and  1  think 
Mr.  Clarke's  advertisement.  And  when  they  come  to  hand, 
1  believe  it  will  be  very  easy  from  them,  and  the  examina- 
tions wdiich  I  have  now  hopes  of  obtaining,  to  establish 
what  I  have  ventured  to  relate  beyond  all  possible  doubt. 
It  affords  me  one  of  the  greatest  pleasures  of  my  life  to  re- 
JU'ct,  that  the  present  ease  of  that  poor  lady  (for  she  is  a 
well  bre<l  woman)  is  in  some  measure  owing  tome;  and 
since  the  truth  of  the  paragraph  you  dislike,  may  be  the 
lext,  as  she  conceives  it  to  have  been  the  first  step,  in  the 
ladder  of  her  son's  {jreferments  in  the  army,  I  shall  not  be 
very  forward  to  erase  it,  without  full  proof  of  the  allegations 
contained  in  your  letter,  the  burthen  of  which  lies  upon 
you  ;  but  when  that  comes,  whether  by  your  means,  or  upon 
my  own  discovery,  out  of  a  single  eye  to  truth  and  Justice,  I 
shall  act  such  a  jiart  as  will  confirm  the  opinion  you  do  me 
the  honor  to  entertain,  of  the  sincerity  and  integrity  of 
Sir,  your  most  obedient 

humble  servant, 

WM.  S.AIITII,  Jr. 
The  Hon.  Cad\vali,ader  Coldex,  Esq. 
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LETTER  FROM  CADWALLADER  GOLDEN  TO  WILLIAM  SMITH,  Jr. 

Flushing,  Feb.  17,  1759. 
Sir:  ■  •  >      ■■   ■ 

I  shall  return  no  answer  to  the  rrreatcst  part  of  your  let- 
ter of  the  first  of  this  month,  which  I  received  on  the  lUh, 
because  the  doing  it  would  lead  me  from  my  ])urpose. 
However  much  the  style  of  your  letter  may  become  you,  it 
does  not  become  me  to  make  a  return  to  it.  At  my  time  of 
life,  it  is  highly  imprudent  to  enter  into  any  kind  of  con- 
tention. I  am  only  desirous  to  have  my  character  freed 
from  a  vile  aspersion,  privately  propagated,  to  which  the 
publication  of  your  History  gives  great  iorce.'  I  enclosed 
my  letter  open  to  your  father,  in  hopes  that  his  friendship 
would  prevent  indecent  warmth  on  both  sides,  and  with 
this  view  I  shall  enclose  this  in  the  same  manner. 

In  a  private  letter  to  yourself,  I  charged  you  with  too 
much  credulity  in  believing  a  misrepresentation  of  laets, 
and  a  ftilsehood.  on  the  evidence  of  persons  interested,  and 
of  publishing  them  to  the  world.  J  pointed  out  to  you  the 
means  by  which  you  may  bo  informed  "of  Tlic  truth.  I  ex- 
pected from  your  candor  that  you  would  take  some  pains 
to  inquire,  and  that  if  you  found  it  as  I  rei)resented,  you 
would  make  what  proper  redress  is  in  your  power  to  those 
persons,  whose  characters  are  injured  by  that  publication. 

I  aflirmed,  1.  That  the  heads  of  families  who  came  over 
with  Captain  Campbell,  absolutely  refused  to  settle  under 
him  on  the  frontiers,  and  were  not  in  ability  to  settle  by 
themselves.  Several  of  the.m  are  still  alive  ;  some  of  tlieni 
I  am  told,  are  in  the  city.  Tlie  truth  of  this  may  be  known 
from  them.  2.  That  Captain  Campbell  was  in  no  ability 
to  settle  30,000  acres  of  land.  The  truth  of  this  may  like- 
wise be  known  from  the  same  persons,  who  came  over  with 
him,  and  appears  by  the  diliiculties  he  was  undrr  in  set- 
tling a  small  farm  in  Ulster  county.  3.  That  when  Cap- 
tain Campbell  a])plied  to  the  Assembly  lor  their  a<-;istance 
to  support  him  in  settling,  t'aey  would  not  grant  it.  I  ex- 
pect some  who  were  members  at  that  time,  may  remember 
it.  If  these  things  be  as  1  allirm,  I  leave  it  to  you  to  say 
whether  jMr.  Clarke  could,  consistently  with  the  trust  re~ 
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}K)sod  in  him,  gratii  oO,!"'00  aores  of  land  to  Captaiti  Crimp- 
b(;!{,  nncl  Vt-hf^ther  the   granting  oi"  it,  under  these   circuni- 
stJiMce::>,  could   have   l)(;ea  oi  any  adJitionai  security  to  the 
trontiers. 
{,,5  1  repeat  these  plain  simple  facts,  on  which  the  dispute 

between  j'ou  and  me  depends,  and  I  shall  now  add  that,  at 
that  tiine,  I  wrote  only  liom  memory.     Since  that  time,  the 
S       minutes  of  the  Council  in  Captain  Campbell's  affair,  and  the 
files,  hove  been  inspected.     There  you  will  find  many  cir- 
cumstances which  iiad   escaped  my  memory,  in  conlirma- 
!■      tion  of  what  i  have  wrote  to  yea.     1  believed  you  had  been 
:       deceived,  otherwise  I  had  never  given  you  the  trouble  of  a 
a      single   line.     You   have  now  living  and  written  evidence 
;■      pointed  out  to  you.  for  your  information.     I  gave  you,  and 
t      now  again  give  you,  an  opportunity  of  showing  your  can- 
5      dor  and  love  of  truth,  the  most  distinguishing  qualifications 
of  an  historian  •,  and  I  again  give  you   an   opportunity  to 
make  redress,  where  you  have  undesignedly  injured  others. 
By  this  method,  I  think  I  act  most  consistently  with  the 
friendship,  which  has  subsisted  between  your  father  and 
me,  and  with  seme  regard  to  your  character  ;  for,  with  all 
the  strength  of  evidence  which  can  be  produced,  you  know 
that  other  methods  might  have  been  taken. 

As  Mr.  Alexander's  memory  is  very  dear  to  me,  I  cannot 
entirely  pnsH  what  you  write  as  from  him.  On  recollec- 
tion, you  will  find,  that  iMr.  Alexander  was  not  in  the  Coun- 
cil at  tliat  time.  After  near  twenty  years  distance  in  time, 
'  Mr.  Alexander  may  have  entirely  lorgotten  the  circum- 
stances of  an  affair,  in  which  he  was  in  no  manner  con- 
cerned, and  he  mtiy  have  unwarily  believed,  as  you  and 
many  others  have,  after  such  a  distance  of  time,  in  a  talc, 
privately  propagated,  to  serve  a  private  purpose  ;  but  this 
makes  it  the  more  necessary  that  the  tiuth  appear.  I  wil- 
lintdy  receive  what  you  have  written  in  excuse  ;  and  as  I 
desire  nothing  of  you  inconsistent  Vvith  the  strict  rules  of 
honor,  I  remain  confident  that  your  answer  will  show  your 
resolution  to  make  a  proper  redress,  and  thereby  confirm 
the  opinion  cntertainecl  of  you,  by 
hfir,  your  obedient  servant, 

CADWALLADEIl  GOLDEN. 
To  William  Smith,  Jun.,  1'^sq. 
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LETTER  FROM  CADWALLADER  GOLDEN  TO  WILLIAM  SMITH. 

Flusiii.nu,  Fko.  10,  i7r*a. 
Sir: 

I  have  your  favor  of  the  last  of  January,  and  am  ol)lip:ccl 
to  you  lor  your  a(l\ice,  I  received  at  the  same  time  a  let- 
ter from  your  son,  the  answer  to  which  I  enelo.se.  You 
may  be  assured,  that  J  shall  avoid  contention  of  any  kind 
at  my  time  of  life,  and  I  have  that  opinion  of  your  son's 
candor,  that  I  cannot  apprehend  any  on  this  occasion,  alter 
the  first  impression  is  over,  and  he  has  had  time  to  rilU'ct. 
However,  he  cannot  excuse  the  not  taking  what  inhuma- 
tion he  could  from  the  Secretary's  otlice,  bej'ore  he  h;i.d  puij- 
lished ;  for  if  he  had,  any  trouljle  which  I  now  give  would 
have  been  prevented.  The  pointing  out  to  him  tiie  evi- 
dence, and  where  to  be  found,  shows  that  I  ha\e  no  ihought.s 
of  entering  into  a  dispute  to  his  prejudice. 

I  find  by  the  Governor's  speech,  that  the  settling  the  fron- 
tiers i«  to  come  under  consideration  at  this  time.  It  is  not 
improbable  that  this  story  may  be  made  use  of  on  tins  oc- 
casion to  my  prejudice.  I  am  confident  you  will  not  per- 
mit it,  where  you  can  prevent  it;  and  I  expect  you  will  b(* 
well  pleased  to  make  use  of  the  opportunity,  if  it  oilcr.'^, 
in  vindication  of, 

►Sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

CADWALLADEil  COLDEN. 

To  the  Hon.  Wiij.iA.M  Sjuth,  E.-iq.  , 


•;'■'  ■■     '  '  viL        ,.  ,• 

To  the  Honorahle  George  Clarke,  Esq.,  Lieutenant  Governor 
of  the  Province  of  New  York  and  Territories  thereon  de- 
pending, in  Afucrica,  in  Council. 

The  humble  ])etition  of  Laughlin  Campbell,  ^-entleiuan, 
in  behalf  of  himself  and  sundry  Protestant  families,  lately 
arrived  into  this  Province  of  JN'ew  York,  from  IS'orih  iJnL- 
ain — showeth. 

That  whereas  his  late  Excellency,  William  Cushy,  V><q. 
Captain  General   in   Chief  of   the  said  jiroviuee   ol    Mew 
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York,  and  seven  of  the  gentlemen  of  his  Majesty's  Coun<Mi 
for  the  said  Province,  in  council,  at  Fort  Georire,  in  said 
Province,  did  i^^sue  forth  a  certain  advertisement,  notice,  or 
proclamation,  and  caused,  (dated  the  5th  of  Xovenihrr. 
1731,)  tlie  same  to  be  printed,  setting  forth  that  \vh(Te;\s 
iseveral  large  tracts  of  good  and.  profitable  lands  within  tin- 
said  Province  of  New  York,  ia  North  America,  did  remain 
uncultivated  and  unimproved,  by  reason  that  no  grants  for 
the  same  have  been  made  by  his  present  Majesty  or  any  of 
his  royal  predecessors  ;  thereby  inviting  and  giving  notice 
that  if  any  persons  from  Europe  be  desirous  to  settle  tliein- 
selves  or  families  and  be  at  the  expense  of  transporting 
themselves  from  thence  to  New  York,  in  America,  every 
such  family  should  i-eceive  his  Majesty's  royal  grant  for 
two  hundred  acres  of  vacant  and  unimproved  lands,  and 
that  the  said  lands  were  purchased  from  the  Indians  for 
such  families  without  any  charge  or  expense  to  the  intended 
grantees ;  and  that  they  should  be  at  liberty  to  take  up  the 
said  lands  in  said  proportion  either  in  one  or  more  tracts, 
and  by  one  or  more  grants,  as  the  heads  of  such  families 
should  think  }>ro])er.  Provided,  that  from  the  time  such 
families,  who  shall  first  arrive  here  and  shall  apply  them- 
selves to  the  Governor  in  Council  for  such  grant  or  grants, 
and  shall  have  their  proportion  of  the  lands  aforesaid  laid 
out  to  them,  that  then  such  others  as  shall  next  arrive 
should  have  their  share  or  proportion  laid  out  next  and 
adjoining  to  tiie  first  settlement  made  in  such  vacant  lands, 
otherwise  in  such  near  part  adjacent  as  will  afford  a  com- 
fortable support  to  the  settlers,  until  the  full  quantity  of 
one  hundred  thousand  acres  be  granted  and  laid  out ;  and 
that  the  grants  to  the  said  persons  be  made  without  fee  or 
reward,  except  only  that  such  settlers  are  to  be  at  the 
charge  of  laying  out  and  surveying  the  same.  &c.  to  be 
granted  to  them  under  the  quitrent  of  £0  1  Ui-  sterling. 
And  whereas  the  said  advertisement  doth  further  set  forth, 
(lull  ilie  said  lands  are  near  to  a  navi'j;ablc  river,  conven- 
ient for  tnm-;;)ortation  of  goods  to  and  from  a  considerabi.^ 
town,  where  there  is  a  constant  market  for  the  sale  thereof, 
reference  unto  thi^  said  public  printed  advertisement  and 
the  miimtes  of  this  honorable  board  being  had,  to  which 
your  i)etitioner  doth  n-fer  himself,  it  doth  more  fully  appear  ; 
and  whereas  your  petitioner,  relying  on  the  faith  and  encour- 
agement of  this  Clovernment  in  the  said  above  recited  pub- 
lic printed  advertisement,  oli'ered  and  promised  at  sundry 
times,  to    wit,  in    August   last,    1737,  arrived  here    with 
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sundry  porsons.  and  niore  particulariy  in  T^"",  1738,  he 
caused  not  orily  his  owii  llirnily  to  be  transported  from 
North  Britain,  hut  also  sundry  other  prr.sons  to  ihc  number 
of  153,  and  in  this  last  August,  173:».  he  brouglit  from  the 
same  pLace  into  ihi:,:  Province  ISO  passcnc^ers,  among  whom 
are  seventy  famihes,  being  Protestants  ;  and  whereas  your 
said  petitioner  has  :iot  only  been  at  great  eiiarge  and  ex- 
pense, in  tron.-pordng  and  bringing  into  this  Province  the 
said  persons  and  families,  but  has  also  undergone  several 
inconveniencrs  and  hardships,  all  which,  your  j)etitioner 
is  ready  to  verify  and  piove. 

Therefore,  your  pc<^itioner  most  humbly  prnyeth.  l!iat  so 
much  of  the  lands  in  the  said  advertisement  mentioned, 
may  be  laid  out.  and  surveyed,  and  granted  to  your  peti- 
tioner, as  head  of  the  seventy  families,  in  pro])ortion  to 
their  number  pursuant,  agreeable  to  the  condition,  savings, 
and  with  the  advantages  in  the  said  advertisement,  as  to 
your  honor  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  gentlemen  of  his 
Majesty's  Couneii,  shall  seem  meet ;  and  your  petitioner,  as 
in  dutv  bound,  shall  ever  pray. 

LAUGHLLN  CAMPBELL.      ' 

New  York,  November  27,  in  the  nineteenth  year  of  his 
Majesty's  reigti,  Anncque  Dom.  173J). 

'I'he  petitioner  humbly  prays,  that,  whereas  he  intends 
in  a  few  days  to  depart  "this  Province  for  Great  Britain,  his 
necessary  business  calling  him  there,  humbly  prays  an  an- 
swer to  this  his  petition  in  a  day  or  two,  or  as  soon  as  con- 
veniently may  be. 

LAUGHLIN  CAMPBELL. 


VIII. 

To  the  Jlonorahlc  Geors'e  Clarke,  Esq.  Liev tenant  Governor 
and  Commander-in-chief  of  the  Province  of  New  York  and 
Territories  thereon  depending  in  America,  i^-c.  in  Council. 

The  petition  of  Laughlin  Campbell,  on  behalf  of  himself 
and  oth'M's — humbly  showeth,  that  pursuant  to  the  rnu-our- 
agcmcnt  given  by  his  late  Excellency  William  Co^by.  E.--(j., 
late  Governor  of  this  Province,  and  Council,  and  ait'r- 
\vards  by  your  honor,  your  petitioner,  Laughlin  Cam])!)*  11, 
at  very  great  expense  and  hazard,  did  in  the  year  173S, 
transport  himscli  and  family,  togetlier  with  thirty  lamilies 
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morr,  consisting  of  153  persons,  being  all  Protestant';,  from 
N'Ttli  I'ritain  to  this  Province. 

Ami  in  the  month  of  August  in  the  year  1730,  yourjicii- 
lioner  did  also  (at  a  very  great  expense,  on  the  aloresaid 
encouragement)  transport  from  North  Britain  aforesaid  td 
this  Province,  forty-one  families  more,  consisting  of  IbO 
persons,  who  are  also  Protestants. 

Tiiat  in  the  month  of  November  last,  your  petitioner,  at 
a  further  great  expense,  did  transport  and  bring  into  this 
Province  from  North  Britain  aforesaid,  twelve  more  Pro- 
testant families,  which  consist  of  91  persons. 

That  your  petitioner,  since  his  arrival  in  this  Province, 
has  been  at  a  very  great  expense  in  supporting  many  of 
the  persons  so  by  him  brought  over,  besides  the  charge  of 
their  transportation  aforesaid. 

That  since  your  petitioner's  arrival  here,  he  has  not  ob- 
tained any  grant  of  lands,  cither  for  himself  or  any  of  the 
families  or  persons  so  by  him  brought  over. 

That  (he  settlement  of  your  petitioner  and  families  so  by 
him  brought  over,  upon  the  lands  so  proposed  to  be  settled 
by  the  late  Governor  Cosby  and  your  Honor  and  Council, 
will  not  only  encourage  many  other  Protestant  families  to 
come  oyer  and  settle  there,  but  w  ill  also  be  a  good  barrier 
and  safeguard  to  all  those  already  settled  in  the  county  of 
Albany,  and  to  the  whole  Province. 

Your  petitioner,  therefore,  most  humbly  prays  your  honors 
to  grant  to  your  petitioner  and  persons  by  luni  brought  over, 
m  fee  simple,  his  IMajesty's  letters  patent,  imder  the  great 
seal  of  this  Province,  tor  one  hunilrcd  thousand  acres  of 
vacant  and  unpatented  lands,  in  the  county  of  Albanv,  pro- 
posi^d  to  be  granted  to  Protestant  families  as  aforesaid,  next 
adjoining  to  the  lands  already  patented,  under  such  moder- 
ate qmtrents,  reservations,  and  provisos  as  other  lands  are 
usually  granted  in  this  Province,  but  free  of  all  other 
charirts  and  cxj)ense,  agreeable  to  the  aforesaid  encour- 
agement, and  your  petitioner  as  in  dutv  bound  shall  ever 
pray,  Szc. 

LAUGIJLIX  CAMPBELL. 
April  15,  17-11. 


Lauglilin  Cani])bill,  -2000  Rose  Campbell,  200n 

Daniul  Campbell.  IJUOO  TvLargaret  Campbell,  2000 

George  Campbell,  2000  Lillie  Campbell.  2000 

James  Campbell,  2000  James  Henderson,  2000 


1  ill 


'  I'll 


John  ^fclveri 
Anthony  Dnanc, 
John  iVickoll, 
Robert  LiviM;:stcn. . 
Peter  X.  Erugh  Liv 

ston, 
John  Grusbeck, 
'J'homas  Bohanna, 
Neil  Campbeli. 
Edward  Graliam, 
Jxaiighlin  iMcLean, 
John  ^IcCunncll, 
Duncan  McCollum. 
Alexander  CaPxij^be' 
Archil)ald  McGowe 
iMallcoIlum  3IcGo\v 
Alexander  Campbe^ 
Patrick  Green, 
AYilliani  Adair, 
Alex.  i\Iontfromerie, 
Konald  McL)ou2;a! 
Duncan  Campbell 
Robert  Fraser, 
Charles  ]McKellan 
Arch'd  ^McKellan, 
Arch'd  Johnston, 
John  Shaw, 
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2000 

Donald  Shaw, 

1000 

2000 

AiThMM-'Dougald, 

1000 

2000 

JeSni  Saiifh, 

1000 

Jr. 

2;)00 

Maicohn  Smith. 

1000 

^•ing- 

Donald  .AlcCloud, 

1000 

2000 

Arch'd  I^lcDuliie, 

1000 

2000 

James  Nutt, 

1000 

2000 

Aicx.  Graham, 

1000 

2000 

Duncan  Gilehrir^t. 

1000 

2000 

Alex.  ]\[cNanijht, 

2000 

2000 

James  Carnjibcil. 

lUOO 

2000 

Alex.  Gillis,          ) 
Duncan  Taylor,  ^• 
James  Gillis.        ) 

2000 

1000 

il, 

2000 

i^» 

2'JOO 

Patrick  IMcArtliur, 

1000 

en 

21)00 

Neil  jMcArthur,^ 

lOOO 

11. 

20GO 

Duncan  A.  McArlhur, 

1 000 

2000 

Duncan  McDou-alJ, 

2000 

2000 

Allan  ]\rcDou-ald, 

2000 

, 

2000 

Donald  McMullen, 

500 

, 

20no 

John  Parker, 

2000 

2C00 

John  iMcQuarie, 

1000 

2000 

Patrick  Anderson, 

1000 

1000 

Ilu-h  McDon-akl, 

1000 

1000 

I\Iullcollum  :\lcL)unie, 

1000 

1000 

Duncan  Keede, 

1000 

1000 

IX. 


The  Report  cj  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Petition  of  Laugh- 
lin  Campbell  was  referred. 

In  pursuance  of  an  order  of  Council,  referring;  to  us  the 
petition  of  l>aughlin  Campbell,  the  Committee  havinfr  read 
and  considered  thereof,  proceeded  to  examine  the  petitioner 
as  to  the  first  all(>g^ation  of  his  petition,  ^vho  did  confess 
that  from  Xorth  Britain  he  arrived  lirst  in  the  year  17.37, 
in  Pennsylvania,  where,  upon  inquiring  eonccrniny  the 
terms  on  which  he  could  obtain  grants  of  lands  in  that 
Province,  he  found  that  they  were  rated  at  .t^lT)  \vv  liun- 
dred,  besides  oHiceis'  lees  tor  the  grant  and  quitrrnt.cScc. 
That  then  in  the  same  year  he  came  to  this  J'rovinre,  to 
make  inquiry  concerning  the  termj:  on  which  he  could  g^t 
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lands  Errnntcd  here,  and  on  discoursing  thereupon  witli  tlio 
(loveriior  and  xSurveyor  Gcnci'al,  he  was  iniornu'd  10  i.OOO 
aori's  advciiised  in  the  time  of  the  Late  Governor  Cushy,  to 
be  c:ranted  to  any  Protestant  that  should  come  over  to  set- 
lie,  in  pursuance  of  that  advertisement  and  encouratreincnt 
therein,  were  then  already  granted  ;  but  that  they  would 
engage  that  the  petitioner  should  have  lands  granted  hcrf 
at  the  rate  of  £3  per  hundred,  inclusive  of  the  charges  m 
Indian  purchase,  survey,  and  all  officers'  fees  and  other  ex- 
penses. 

The  petitioner  did  likewise  further  confess,  that  after  this 
he  took  a  journey  to  jMavylaiid,  to  inquire  upon  what  terms 
he  could  obtain  grants  of  land  in  that  Province. 

But  at  last  did  determine  to  transport  a  number  of  fam- 
ilies into  this  Province,  upon  the  encouragement  of  the  fore- 
going discourse  with  the  Governor  and  Purveyor  General. 
Accordingly,  in  the  year  173S,  he  brought  over  thirty  fam- 
ilies. WliL-reupou  the  proposals  in  a  printed  paper,  pro- 
duced to  the  said  Committee,  whereof  a  true  copy  is  here- 
unto annexed,  were  made  to  the  petitioner  by  his  honor  the 
present  Governor. 

The  petitioner  did  likewise  further  confess,  that  after  his 
said  arrival,  he  was  ollered  a  grant  of  10,(iOO  acres,  free  of 
all  fees,  except  survey  and  quitrent,  which  the  Committee 
finds  the  petitioner  neglected  to  take. 

That  afterwards,  he  returned  to  Europe,  and  in  August. 
1739,  brought  over  forty-one  families  more  (as  in  second 
suggestion  in  his  petition)  sev(^ral  of  \vhich  have  left  him 
without  paying  their  passage:  that  some  have  paid,  but 
that  all  the  said  families  were  bound  for  the  payment 
thereof. 

It  appears  to  this  Committee,  that  on  the  17th  October. 
173S,  a  iH'tition  from  Alexander  IMontgomerie,  Alexander 
NacNauuht.  Peter  ]\IeArthur,  and  Daniel  Carmichael,  in 
behalf  ol' themselves  and  twenty-six  other  heads  of  families, 
praying  7"20()  acres  of  land;  also  a  petition  from  John  AK- 
Neal,  lor  1000  acres  of  land  ;  and  a  i)etition  from  Ronald 
Campbell,  for  1000  acres  (the  said  petitioners  being  all  ol 
them  persons  brousiht  over  by  the  said  Campbell,)  were 
presented  in  Council,  and  the  Council  advised  the  grantinir 
the  prayer  tie  r'of.  But  the  petitioners  neglected  to  pro- 
ceed further  thereon,  .'"ince  whicli  time,  it  does  not  appear 
to  this  Committee,  that  any  further  application  has  been 
made  by  the  petitioner,  or  any  j)ersons  brought  over  by  hini, 
to  tlic  Governor  and  Council  oa  such  account. 
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The  Committee  observes  that  in  the  list  annexed  to  this 
jfctition,  there  are  inserted  the  namos  of  .several  ]ier.sons  for 
'2000  ar-rcs  each,  wliom  this  Cominiitet!  well  Iciiow  to  have 
resided  \oug  in  this  Province  helbre  the  petiliniior  ever 
transfiorted  any  person  hither,  or  came  himself  into  this 
Province, 

The  Committee  observes  furtlier,  that  in  tlie  said  list  an- 
nexed to  the  said  petition, that  there  are  thirty-four  jnrsons 
nominated  for  2000  acres  each,  and  twcnty-tliree  persons 
for  1000  acres  each,  and  only  one  for  500  acres,  ^^'ilereas, 
as  this  Committee  conceives,  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  grant  to  each  famii}',  at  the  rate  of  about 
fifty  acres  tor  each  person  therein. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  that 
the  allegations  in  the  said  petition  contained,  with  regard 
to  any  expectation  concerning  the  100,000  acres  advertised 
in  Governor  Cosby's  time,  or  with  respect  to  any  discourage- 
ment that  the  petitioner,  or  any  others  brouglit  from  North 
Britain  hither,  have  received  from  the  Government,  are 
false  and  groundless. 

However,  that  when  proper  application  shall  be  made  to 
the  Government  by  the  petitioner,  or  the  persons  already 
brought  over,  or  that  shall  hereafter  be  brought  over,  by 
him,  all  due  encouragement  should  be  given  to  their  settle- 
ment in  this  Province,  upon  their  giving  satisfactory  assur- 
ance, that  they  will  immediately  after  a  grant  passed,  enter 
wpon  and  settle  the  lands. 

All  of  which  is  humbly  submitted,  by  order  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

DANIEL  IIOPvSMANDEN,  Chairman. 

New  York,  Afuil  18, 1741. 


[ADVERTISEMENT.] 

Encouragement  given  for  People  to  remove  and  settle  in  the 
Province  of  New  York,  America. 

The  Honorable  Georire  Clarke,  Esq.,  Lieutenant  Governor 
and  Commandi'r-in-chief  of  the  Province  ol'  New  York, 
hath,  upon  the  petition  of  JMr.  Laughlin  Campbell,  from 
Isla,  North  P.ritain,  promised  to  grant  him  thirty  thousand 
acres  of  land,  at  the  Wood  Creek,  free  of  all  charges  ex- 
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cpjUin^  the  survey  and  the  King's  quilrent,  \vhich  is  about 
one  vhillin;:^  and  nine  ])cnce  larthinr^  j^terlinc-,  Ibr  each  hun- 
dred acre:; ;  and  also  to  grant  to  thirty  families  aln-adv 
landed  liere,  lands  in  ])roportion  to  each  family,  from  live 
hundred  acres  unto  one  hundred  and  litty,  only'paying  tin- 
survey  and  the  Kings  quitrcnt ;  and  all  Protesta'nts'^lhal 
incline  to  come  and  settle  in  this  colony,  may  have  lands 
granted  them  from  the  Crown,  for  three  pounds  sterling  p,r 
hundred  acres,  and  paving  the  vearlv  quitrcnt. 

GEORGE  CLARKE. 

Dated  in  Neic  York,  this  4th  day  of  December,  1738. 
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LETTER  FROM   EDM  UiND  r>URKE 


COMMITTEE  OF  CORRESPONDK.NCE   FOR  THE   GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  Of 

NEW  YORK,  RESPECTLVG   THE   EFFECT  OF   THE  QUEBEC   BILL 

UPON  THE  BOUNDARY  OF  NEW  YORK. 


t^!PS.  r'.  V.  Ilisj.  Society.— Golden  Papers,  Vol.  IV.] 
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LETTER  FROM   ED.MUND  BURKE, 

KESPF.CTING  THF,  EFFECT  OF  THE  QULCEC    BILL  UPON  THE  fiOUNDABT 
OF  NEW  YORK. 


On  ihe  21st  December,  1770,  information  was  communicated  to 
the  Colonial  Assembly  of  New  York  of  the  death  of  Robert 
Charles,  Esq.,  who  had  long  acted  in  the  capacity  of  agent  for  thai 
colony  at  the  Court  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  on  the  same  dav,  Ed- 
mund Burke  was  appointed  as  his  successor.  Occasional  notices 
:ippcar  in  the  Journals  of  Assembly,  indicating  his  interest  in  the 
afiairs  of  the  colony,  and  his  fidelity  in  tlie  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  his  o.T;ce. 

His  correspondence  with  the  Assembly,  during  liis  agency,  from 
the  lime  of  his  appointment  to  the  dissolution  of  the  Assembly  in 
April,  1775,  has  never  been  published.  Nor  is  any  part  of  it 
known  to  exist  in  the  United  States,  except  the  letter  now  first  pub- 
lished. Mr.  Sparks  remarks  in  relation  to  it,  (Life  of  Gouv. 
Morris,  i.  51.)  "Could  the  whole  now  be  found  and  brought  be- 
fore the  Public,  it  would  doubtless  present  in  a  full  and  luminous 
manner  the  views  of  that  able  statesman  on  all  the  important  topics 
agitated  at  that  time  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonics,  and 
prove  a  treasure  of  rare  worth  in  the  historical  materials  of  the 
country." 

The  following  letter,  it  will  be  seen,  refers  to  the  bill  wliii'li  liad 
been  recently  passed  by  the  British  Parliament  for  the  Govornmont 
of  Canada,  commonly  called  the  Quebec  Rill.  The  bill  was 
brought  into  the  House  of  Lords  by  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth,  on  the 
2d  of  May,  1774,  and  passed  without  opposition.  In  the  House  of 
Commons  it  encountered  much  debate,  Mr.  Burke  opposing  it,  in 
all  its  stages.  He  was  successful  in  procuring  an  amci-.dniont  in 
relation  to  the  boundarios,  designed  to  proiecl  the  interests  of  ITew 
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York.  The  bill,  as  amended,  passed  the  Commons  on  the  13tli 
Jui!.',  and  was  reliirncd  to  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  18th,  wh-t» 
t'le  Earl  of  Chatham  denounced  it  as  "  a  most  cruel,  oppressive 
and  odious  measure,"  and  "  one  that  would  shake  the  allbclions  ami 
confidence  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  in  England  and  Ireland,  and 
finally  lose  him  the  hearts  of  all  the  Americans."  The  bill  passed 
by  a  large  majority,  and  received  the  royal  assent  on  the  226  June. 
It  was  very  unpopular  in  America,  as  it  granted  extraordinary 
privileges  to  the  Catholic  clergy,  and  was  obviously  intended  to 
conciliate  the  Canadians  through  their  influence,  and  unite  them 
against  the  other  colonies.  It  gave  rise  to  much  discussion  in  the 
assemblies,  particularly  that  of  New  York,  to  which  it  was  obnox- 
ious on  account  of  their  proximity  to  Canada  ;  and  was  referred  to 
in  iheir  petitions  and  memorials,  representation  and  remonstrance — 
a3  "  giving  great  uneasiness  to  the  rninds  of  .n-'ny,-''  and  excitinrr 
"jealousies  in  the  colonies,  by  the  extension  of  the  limits  of  tlio 
Province  of  Quebec,  in^which  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  has  re- 
ccived  such  ample  support."  It  was  also  specified  in  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence,  as  one  of  the  "  acts  of  pretended  legislation," 
v/hich  justified  the  separation  from  the  parent  country. 
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L  E  T  T  E  R . 


Gentlemen-  : 

I  was  prevented  by  pressing  business,  and  by  not  tlie 
best  health,  fron- ^sending  you  a  letter  by  the  July  ))ac<iuet. 
When  I  had  last  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  on  your  af- 
fairs, I  entertained  no  strong  apprehensions,  that  the  clause 
in  the  Quebec  Bill  concerning  the  boundary  of  that  new 
Province,  could  materially  ad'ect  the  lights  of  your  colony. 
It  was  couched  in  general  and  saving  terms:  it  rescrvj-d 
all  rights,  and  conlirmod  all  adjudications;  it  was  in  all 
appearance  sullicientiy  equitable.  But  upon  a  close  con- 
sideration and  subsequent  inquiry,  I  found  that  you  mi^ht 
be  very  much  atlected  by  it.  1  take  the  liberty  of  stating 
to  you  the  light  in  which  it  appeared  to  me,  and  tlie  con- 
duct which  1  held,  in  consequence  of  that  view  of  your 
interests. 

I  must  first  observe  to  you,  that  the  proceedings  with  re- 
gard to  the  town  of  Boston  and  the  Province  of  iMassachu- 
setts  Bay,  had  been  Irom  the  beginning  defended  on  their 
absolute  necessit}-,  not  only  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  that 
refractory  town  and  province  into  proper  order,  but  for 
holding  out  an  example  of  terror  to  the  other  colonies,  in 
some  of  which  (as  it  was  said)  a  disposition  to  the  same 
or  similar  excesses  had  been  marked  very  strongly.  This 
unhappy  disposition  in  the  colonies  was  by  the  friends  of 
the  coercive  measures,  attributed  to  the  pride  and  presump- 
tion arising  from  the  rapid  population  of  these  colonies,  and 
from  their  lax  Ibrm,  and  more  lax  exercise,  of  government. 
I  found  it  in  general  discourses,  and  indeed  in  public  iK> 
bate,  the  predominant  and  declared  opinion,  that  the  cause 
of  this  resistance  to  lecal  power  ouudit  to  be  weakened, 
since  it  \\as  iuq)ossibIc  to  be  removed;  that  any  growth  of 
the  colonies,  which  might  make  them  grow  out  ot  the  reach 
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t>f  the  aiuliority  of  this  Kingdom,  ought  to  be  account 'd 
r.itlicr  a  morbid  fuhirss  than  a  sound  and  i)ropt'r  iKiljt. 
Ml  incr.  ase  of  the  coU)nics  \viiich  tended  to  decrease  th<>ir 
advantage  to  this  countrj',  they  considered  as  usclei^s,  and 
even  mischievous. 

From  this  predominant  way  of  thinking,  the  enormous 
extent  of  the  eohinies  was  censured.  It  vas  not  thought 
wise  to  make  new  grants  of  land  but  upon  the  weightiest 
consideration,  if  at  all.  Prerogative  was  to  be  strength- 
«'ned  as  much  as  po.<s.ible,  and  it  was  thought  expedient  to 
find  in  the  tractable  disposition  of  some  provinces,  a  check 
upon  the  turbulent  manners,  and  a  balance  to  the  less  man- 
ageable plan  of  iroverriment,  in  the  others. 

These  principles  (whatever  their  merit  may  be)  became 
very  fashionable,  during  the  agitation  of  the  ^lassachusetts 
bill,  in  the  House  ot  Commons.  A  Peer,  who  I  think  does 
not  always  vote  in  the  majority,  made  a  sort  of  proposition 
for  an  address  to  the  King,  that  no  more  lands  should  be 
located  in  America.  This  was  tlie  substance  of  tlie  projio- 
sition,  although  it  proceeded  no  further,  for  reasons  of 
decorum.  The  ministerial  side  in  that  House  fell  in  very 
directly  with  those  sentiments,  and,  as  1  am  told,  plainly 
shewed  a  resolution  to  act  in  conformity  with  them,  as  far 
as  the  power  of  the  Crown  in  that  particular  extended.  Jt 
is  true,  that  a  few  Lords,  and  Lord  Piockingham  in  particu- 
lar, ohjected  to  the  idea  of  restraining  the  colonies  from 
spreading  into  the  back  country,  even  if  such  restraint 
were  practicable  ;  for  by  stojiping  the  extending  of  agri- 
cultur(\  they  necessitated  manufactures,  contrary  to  the 
standinsf  policy  of  colonization.  The  general  sentiments 
were,  however,  as  I  have  stated  them. 

I  mention  this  disposition  of  the  House  of  Peers,  j)articu- 
larly,  (though  it  prevailed  almost  cfjually  elsewhere.)  be- 
cause the  Quebec  Bill  originated  in  that  house.  Very  many 
thought,  on  a  careful  perusal,  that  the  lines  of  the  plan  of 
policy  I  have  just  mentioned,  were  very  distinijuishable  in 
that  bill  as  it  came  down  to  us.  It  was  for  tliat  reason,  I 
became  more  uneasy  than  at  first  about  the  lax  and  uncle- 
terminate  form  in  which  the  boundary  clause  of  this  new 
colony  was  worded,  in  the  original  bill.  The  idea  of  which 
(whether  seriously  adojjted  by  ministry  or  not)  was  \  ery 
prevalent,  that  the  British  colonies  ought  to  be  restiaiiu^d. 
made  it  necessary  that  this  restraint  should  not  be  arbi- 
trary. It  was  the  main  ground  of  the  amendments  w  hich 
I  proposed  and  car.  ied,  wiili  regard  lo  the  boundoiy  ciau<e. 
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However,  as  a  mer''.  unconnocted  arrangement,  it  was  right 
to  il(  liiu'  will!  clfaruosy,  ahhoueh  such  a  plan  of  policy 
never  had  existed,  or  >hould  pass  away,  as  i  hope  and  think 
in  some  degree  it  has,  with  the  first  heats. 

The  bill  passed  through  the  House  of  Lords,  with  some 
opposition,  but  no  amendment;  but  when  it  eame  into  the 
House  of  Commons,  the  ministers  coniessed,  tliat  it  was 
hastily  drawn,  and  they  professed  great  candor  in  atlmitting 
alterations.  The  part  by  which  your  province  would  be 
directly  atiected,  was  only  the  boundary  clause. 

As  tlie  boundary  was,  in  the  most  material  parts  in  the 
original  bill,  only  constructive,  and  in  general  words  of  re- 
ference, "to  the  boundary  lines  of  the  other  procinces,  as  ad- 
jud^:cd  or  allowed  hi/  the  Croicn  ;''  1  thought  it  necessary  to 
know,  with  regard  to  you,  what  lines  liad  been  actually 
drawn,  and  next -what  principles  were  to  guide  in  adjudg- 
ing your  real  boundaries  in  future. 

With  regard  to  the  tirst  point,  I  found,  that  a  line  of  di- 
vision between  your  colony  and  that  of  Quebec,  had  been 
allowed  by  the  King  in  Council  to  be  run  iVotn  a  point  on 
Lake  Cham[)lain  in  forty-five  degrees  of  north  latitude. 
So  far  had  been  agreed  between  the  Governors  of  the  two 
provinces  and  allowed.  But  no  line  had  been  actually  run 
in  consequence  of  this  agreement,  except  from  tlie  river 
Connecticut  to  the  Lake,  i.ven  this  line  had  not  been 
Ibrmally  allowed;  and  none  at  all  had  been  run  to  the 
westward  ot  Lake  Champlain.  So  that  your  boundary  on 
the  north  had  never  been  perfectly  delitieated,  though  the 
principle  upon  which  it  should  be  drawn  had  been  laid 
down.  For  a  great  part  ot  the  northern  Irontier,  and  for 
the  whole  of  the  western,  until  you  met  the  line  of  New 
Jersey,  you  had  no  delined  boundary  at  all.  Your  claims 
were  indeed  extensive,  and  I  am  persuadeil  just ;  l)Ut  they 
liad  never  been  regularly  allowed. 

My  next  oljject  of  inquiry,  therefore,  wa^,  upon  what 
principles  the  Coard  of  Tiade  would  in  tln^  tut  are  discus- 
sions which  must  inevitably  and  speedily  arise,  determine 
what  belonged  to  yuu,  and  what  to  Canada. 

I  was  told,  that  the  settled,  uniform  doctrine  and  practice 
of.the  Hoard  of  Trade,  was  this  :  that  in  questions  ot  boun- 
dary, where  the  jurisdiction  and  soil  in  both  the  niiiratiui; 
jjrovinces  l)elon2."ed  to  the  Crown,  there  was  no  rule  but  the 
King's  will,  and  that  he  might  allot  as  he  pleased,  to  the 
one  or  the  other.  Tley  said  al.->o,  that  under  these  circum- 
stances, even  where  the  King  had  actually  adjudged  a  tcr- 
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litory  to  one  province,  he  might  afterwards  change  the 
b-Huuhiry;  or  if  lie  tliought  fit,  erect  the  parts  into  separate 
and  n<'\v  governincnt.s,  at  his  discretion.  'J'hey  aUeged  the 
exainpK.'  of  Carolina,  first  one  province  ;  then  divided  into 
two  separate  governments,  atiil  which  ai'terwards  had  a 
third,  that  of  Georgia,  taken  from  the  soulhrrn  division  of 
it.  They  m-ged  besides,  the  example  of  tint  neutral  and 
conquered  islands.  These,  after  the  })eace  of  Paris,  were 
placed  under  one  irovcrnment.  Since  then,  they  were  to- 
tally separated,  and  had  distinct  G^overnors  and  Assemblies- 

Althouu'h  I  had  the  greatest  reason  to  question  the  sound- 
ness of  some  ol  tlicse  principles,  ar  least  in  the  extent  in  which 
they  were  laid  down,  aiidMdiether  the  prt'cedents  alleged  did 
iuUy  justiry  tlifMU  in  that  latitudi^;  I  certainly  liad  no  cause 
to  (ioubt  but  that  the  matter  would  always  be  determined 
uj)on  these  nuixims,  at  the  board  by  which  t'ley  were 
adopted.  The  more  clearly  their  strict  legality  was  ])roved, 
thi-  more  uneasy  1  became  at  their  conseqnetices.  By  this 
bill,  a  new  province  under  an  old  name  v.as  in  fact  erect- 
ed. I'he  limits,  settled  by  the  proclamation  of  17G3,  were 
cancelled.  On  your  side,  a  mere  consln/clive  boundary  was 
established,  and  the  covstruclion,  when  examined,  amounted 
to  nothing  more  than  the  King's  pleasure.  No  ])art  of  your 
province,  (not  even  of  the  settled  quarters  of  the  country, 
«juite  to  the  river  Hudson,)  was  secured  from  the  possible 
o[)eration  of  such  a  princijile.  Besides  there  was  a  possi- 
bility, (at  least.)  that  in  the  settlement  of  the  boundary, 
ministers  would  naturally  lean  to  extend  those  limits  the 
most,  where  the  royal  preroaative  was  most  extensive,  and 
conscijuenlly  tluir  power  the  highest.  1  do  not  mean  to 
charge  them  with  thit  intention.  But  no  laws  stood  in  the 
way  of  such  an  inclination,  if  it  ever  did  exist,  or  should 
happen  to  exist  hereafter.  This  was  not  (as  it  might  be 
between  two  ancient  British  colonies)  a  mere  question  of 
ireoirraphiral  distinction,  or  of economii-al  distiibution, where 
the  inliabitruits  on  the  one  side  of  the  line  and  the  other, 
lived  under  the  same  law  and  enjoyed  the  same  privileges 
of  Ihiglishmen.  But  this  was  a  boundary,  discriminating 
dilferent  jirinciples  of  Jurisdiction  and  legislation;  where, 
in  one  part,  the  subject  lived  under  law,  and  in  the  other, 
imder  jirerogative. 

rVom  these  impressions,  I  projjosed  my  objections  on  the 
second  readintr,  reserving  a  more  regular  o])position  to  the 
Cc'inrnittee.  In  the  interval,  1  conferred  with  Lord  Dart- 
mouth and  ?.lr.  I'ownall,  and   aflcrwai'ds  with  Lord  North, 
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upon  the  subject.  But  first,  1  formed  my  plan  for  an  amend- 
juent  to  the  clause,  as  it  stood  in  the  bill,  before  it  was  com- 
mitted. I  could  have  wislicd  for  a  more  perfect  and  au- 
thorized information  ;  luit  I  was  obliged  to  act  at  the  in- 
stant. The  bill  came  in  late  in  the  session,  and  if  I  had 
let  it  ])ass  for  want  of  being:  instructed,  the  occasion  could 
in  all  human  probability  nev(^r  be  recovered. 

I  saw  you  had  claims  founded  on  these  jrrounds.  The 
old  Dutch  settlement ;  the  placius;  ol  the  Five  Nnlions  within 
yoLU'  government ;  the  boundary  line  of  Governors  !Moore 
and  Carlton;  and  the  maintainance  of  the  Fort  of  Osweiro 
during  the  late  war,  \vhich  carried  you  to  Lake  Ontario. 

These  claims  had  no  fault  but  the  want  of  definition. 
To  deiine,  is  to  abridge.  Something  then  must  be  given 
up  ;  I  was  persuaded  that  when  one  negotiates  with  power, 
it  is  policy  to  give  up  handsomely  what  cannot  be  retained, 
and  to  gain  that  strength  wliich  will  always  more  or  less 
attend  the  reasonableness  of  a  proposition,  even  when  it  is 
opposed  by  power.  I  thought  that  well  secured  and  toler- 
ably extensive  boundaries,  were  better  than  the  amplest 
claims,  which  are  neither  defined  nor  allowed.  iMy  idea 
was,  to  get  the  limits  of  Quebec,  which  appeared  to  many 
as  well  as  myself  intended  to  straiten  the  British  colonies, 
removed  from  construction  to  certainty  ;  and  that  certainty 
grounded  on  natural,  indisputable  and  immovable  barriers, 
— rive7-s  and  Idncs,  where  1  could  have  them ;  lines,  where 
lines  could  be  drawn;  and  where  reference  and  descriptiojj 
became  necessary,  to  have  them  towards  an  old  British 
colony,  and  not  towards  this  new,  and,  as  was  thought, 
favorite  establi.^hment. 

I  assured  ministry,  that  if  llicy  refused  this  reasona- 
ble ofier,  1  must  be  heard  by  council.  As  they  ibund  some 
opposition  growing  within  and  without  doors,  and  they 
were  in  haste  to  carry  through  their  bill  brought  in  so  late 
in  the  session,  after  some  discussion  and  debate,  they  gave 
way  to  the  amended  clause,  as  you  see  it. 

The  work  was  far  more  troublesome  than  those  who 
were  not  present  can  well  believe.  It  cost  us  near  two 
whole  days  in  the  committee.  The  grand  dilfieulty  arost* 
from  the  very  unsettled  state  of  the  boundary  of  I'ennsylva- 
I'ia.  \Ve  eoidd  not  determine  whether  it  advanced  north- 
ward beyond  Lake  l>ie,  or  ran  within  that  Lake,  or  fell  to 
the  south  of  it  :  and  this  uncertainty  made  the  ^\llo!e  mat- 
ter beyond  ex[)ression  per[)lexing.  Objections  on  the  part 
of  Quebec  v.cre  rais:d  to  the  last  moment,  and  particular- 
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Jy  to  Jlic  post  of  Niagara,  which  Mv,  Cariton,  I  am  toKi. 
was  very  cnv;ie?t  to  have  \vithia  bis  ;c:ovorniiifnf,  \)U[  \>y 
the  act  it  irf  excluded,  and  iS  on  your  side.  I  bcli(!ve.  some 
iiiiagiiipd,  that  thj\se  difficuUios  would  make  mc  ijivc  up 
the  point ;  but  it  is  carried,  aiid  if  not  a  perfect  arraii^e- 
ineiit,  it  prevents  a  very  bad  one,  and  may  form  a  basi'^  lor 
a  much  better,  in  times  rr>ore  favorable  to  tlie  old  Colonics. 

After  the  aflair  was  over,  it  was  suggested  to  me,  that  1 
ought  ;o  have  erinressly  defined  this  line  to  be  ihe  limits  of 
New  York,  as  v/ell  as  o(  Canada.  To  this  I  answer,  that 
I  was  aware  of  the  inconveniences  which  might  arise 
froni  the  want  of  this  clear  specification,  supj)osing  the 
lioard  of  Trade  to  act  i;isidiously,  untViirly  and  captiously; 
which  I  have  no  reason  to  imagine  they  will  do,  li'om  any 
thing  I  have  observed  in  them,  or  in  other  parts  of  ministry. 
But  I  confess,  when  I  consider  that  Canada  is  put  on  the 
other  siu«!  oi  the  vvaters,  its  bounds  being  expressly  so  mark- 
ed out.  it  appears  to  me  absolutely  impossible  to  say  to 
whoui  the  land  on  this  side  belongs,  except  to  you,  unless 
his  Majesty  sliould  choose  to  erect  a  new  government,  a 
tiling  no  way  likely  or  convenient  for  any  good  purpose. 
'J'he  Quebec  Line  v.'as  constantly  stated  and  argued  in  the 
House,  as  the  boundary  between  the  Provinces  of  Quebec 
and  New  Yoik,  in  that  public  discourse  (ratlier  than  debate) 
which  latterly  we  had  on  the  subject. — 1  think  the  line  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  as  much  your  boundary,  as  if  it  were 
ever  so  expressly  set  down.  Canada,  at  least,  cannot  say, 
"  this  belongs  to  me." 

1  did  not  press  to  have  the  line  called  the  boundary  between 
Xeu-  York  and  Canada;  because  we  should  a^rain  fall  into 
di--<-ussion  about  the  bounds  of  other  Colonies,  as  we  had 
about  those  of  Pennsylvania,  which  discussion  alone  had 
very  near  defeated  me.  it  would  be  asked,  why  the  line 
along  Xova  Scotia,  JVew  ITampsliire,  and  the  Northern 
.Massachusetts  Claim,  was  not  called  the  boundary  of  these 
provinces,  as  well  as  of  New  York  1  It  would  be'said,  that 
this  Act  was  to  settle  a  Constitution  for  Quebec,  and  not 
for  adjusting  the  limits  of  the  Colonies;  and,  in  the  midst  of 
this  wrangle,  the  whole  object  would  have  infallibly  escaped 
the  House,  as  it  grew  quite  tired  of  it.  All  business  stood 
still  whilst  we  were  wording  the  clause,  and  on  our  difhcul- 
ties,  Lord  North  proposed  to  revert  to  the  old  words,  which 
he  said  to  him  Vv.ere  the  best,  and  that  he  only  gave  way  to 
the  sentiments  ot  other  people,  who,  on  his  concession 
fjund  a  ditiiculiy  in  eileetuating  their  own  }>urposc. 
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I  must,  therefore,  accept  what  I  could  get,  and  the  true 
motliod  of  estimating:  the  matter  is  to  take  to^^ether — the 
time  ;  what*  we  escaped  ;  and  what  we  obtained  ;  and  then 
to  judi^'e  whether  wo  have  nut  had  a  tuk^rable  bargain. 
Those  who  were  j)rescnf,  con<::ratuhiteil  me,  as  on  a  great 
advantage.  I  am  sure,  I  acted  for  the  best,  with  ureat  rec-  . 
titudi;  of  intention  and  a  good  deal  of  assiduity.  I  ^end 
you  the  bill  with  the  amendments  marked.  As  to  the  other 
parts  of  the  bill,  tlipy  are  matters  of  more  general  policy. 
As  I  have  already  given  you  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  I  do 
not  mean  to  detain  you  any  longer  upon  foreign  matter. 

I  received  your  obliging  letter  of  the  31st  of  May,  and 
am  extremely  hap])y  in  the  lienor  of  your  approbation.  \  ou 
undoubtedly  nay  dispose  of  my  letters  as  you  judge  proper. 
I  must  in  this  respect  confide  entirely  in  your  prudence, 
being  fully  satisfied,  that  the  matter  will  always  direct  you 
suflicicntly  in  what  you  ought  to  conceal,  and  what  to  di- 
vulge. 

1  have  sent  ofl'  long  ago  the  Wawayaiida  and  Chccsecock 
Acts.  I  have  had  the  honor  of  seeing  Mr.  Cruger  at  my 
house,  on  his  return  to  ]]ristol.  I  endeavored  to  attend  to 
him  in  the  manner  to  which  his  merit  and  connections  enti- 
tle him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest 

esteem  and  regard,  gentlemen,  your  most 
obed't  and  hunilde  servant, 

EDMUND   BURKE. 

Beaconsfield,  Ai'Gu^T  2,  1774. 

To  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  for  the  General  Asse7n- 
hly  at  New  York. 


^TT  During  the  det>ate  on  the  Quebec  Bill  in  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the 
6th  June,  1774,  Mr.  Bcrke  thus  staled  his  objections  to  the  Boundary  c!au?c,  xs 
proposed  by  the  Minister,  Lord  North  : — 

"The  reason  why  I  feel  so  anxious  is,  that  the  line  proposed  is  not  a  line  of 
geogrn[ihical  distinction  mertly  ;  it  is  not  a  line  between  New  York  au'l^  some 
other  Knaiish  5eltiement ;  it  is  not  a  question  whether  you  sliail  receive  hr.irii-li 
law  and  Engli-li  govcrniiif-nt  upon  the  side  of  New  York,  or  wiieiher  you  siiad  re- 
ceive n  more  advanini;eous  government  upon  the  side  of  Conneciicut ;  or  wlu-tiier 
you  are  restrained  upon  the  side  of  New  Jersey.  In  all  these  you  j-tid  l"iud  Eng- 
lish jaws,  l^n^'lish  customs,  Elnizlish  juiies,  and  English  a-seiiiMies,  \vhcie%er  . 
you  go.     Cut  this  is  a  line  which  is  to  se;'Ornie  a  man  from  ihe  right  ct  an  Eng- 
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ILxhman.  First,  tl=e  clansfi  provi.ies  nothir.g  at  all  for  the  territorial  juriidiciion 
of  the  [)n)-,;nf<..  The  Cro-.vn  \'B"  the  jiower  cf  carrving  the  gre:ucst  portion  o! 
the  erf.inlly  ptit.-cd  part  of  the  provjioe  of  NeA-  i'oikinto  Canada,  li  provide* 
{or  inJivi.l'jils.ihit  ibey  nioy  hold  their  pn.peity;  bat  they  niu.-t  hold  it  s.ii.jfct 
to  the  French  la.vs,  ptd>[ect  to  Frencij  judges,  without  tlio  bpiiefii  of  the  trinl  by 
jury.  Wlieihtr  the  English  mode  of  desceiit  is  better  than  the  French,  or 
whether  a  trial  by  a  judge  is  I  eiter  than  a  trial  by  a  jury,  it  is  not  for  me  to  d.-- 
cide,  but  an  Engli^hrnaii  has  a  privilege  thit  makes  liin)  think  it  is  better ;  and 
there  is,  sir,  as  much  ■xason  to  indulge  an  Englislunan  In  favor  of  his  proji;'l!ce 
for  liberty,  as  'iiere  -ip  to  indulge  a  Frenchman  in  favor  of  his  prejudice  for 
slaveiy-  Tiie  bill  tarr.s  freedom  ii.^elf  into  slavery.  These  are  the  reasons  that 
compel  me  n  it  to  acquiesce  by  any  means,  cither  in  the  proposition  originally 
in  the  bill.cr  in  the  jm>nument.  Nay,  the  profiosition  in  the  amendment  is  a 
great  deal  worse  ;  her.T'.?':  you  therein  moke  a  saving  of  the  riaht  of  interfer- 
ence with,  and  may  fix  your  boDndary  line  at  -lie  very  gates  of  New  York,  per- 
haps in  tlie  very  town  iist'f,  and  subject  that  colony  to  the  liability  of  becoming 
a  province  of  France.  It  was  this  state  of  things,  sir,  that  made  me  wi?h  to 
establish  a  bouiid-iry  of  cer:ainty." — Debates  on  i/ie  Quebec  Bill,  pp.  192,  193. 
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Cr  The  pasaagea  in  Marshall's  Life  of  Washington,  refeireJ  to  by  '.h-' 
writer  of  the  following  article,  will  be  found  in  vol.  iii.  pp.  74 — 79,  quarto  ei!; 
tion.  It  is  not  deemed  necessary  to  reprint  them  here,  as  most  readens  ax>' 
familiar  with  the  wf>!k,  and  the  material  points  to  which  Mr.  Whittlsslv 
ailudef,  are  suincienfly  indicated  in  hi3  remarks. 
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Thk  distance  of  Danbury  from  the  nearest  point  on  th'^ 
Sounrl,  stated  by  Marshall  at  "not  more  than  twenty  niik-s," 
is  probably  not  le^s  than  twenty-two  miles;  and  at  the  pe- 
riod of  this  expedition,  as  the  road  ran,tlie  distance  must 
liavc  been  greater.  The  ol)ject  of  the  expedition,  as  stated, 
was  the  destruction  of  the  eontin'Mital  stores,  which  had 
been  collected  at  Danbury.  and  two  thousand  men  under 
the  command  of  Governor  Tryon,  assisted  by  Generals  Ag- 
new  and  Sir  Williarn  Erskine,  were  emploved  in  it. 

The  city  of  New  Yorlc  was  at  this  time  inth,e  possession 
of  the  enemy.  Here  the  expedition  was  fitted  out  bv  the 
orders  of  Sir  '\Villiani  Howe,  who  must  have  obtained' very 
correct  and  ample  iatelligence,  not  only  of  the  nature  of 
the  roads, and  of  the  country  to  be  traversed,  and  the  strength 
of  the  Americans  to  be  opposed  :  but  also  of  the  party  pol- 
itics of  individuals,  who  dwelt  along  the  roads,  whether  in 
humble  fortune  or  possessing  inflaenee.  For  the  result  of 
the  expedition  shows  that  buildings  and  private  property 
were  carefully  spared,  or  destroyed,  according  as  the  poli- 
tics of  the  owners  were  friendly  or  hostile  to  the  invaders. 
On  the  25th  of  April,  a  little  before  sunset,  the  troops 
disembarked.  The  name  of  the  jjla-.-e  at  wliidi  ihey  landed, 
instead  of  Campo,  as  stated  by  I\larshall,  is  Compo,  pro- 
nounced in  common  usage  Kumpo.  It  is  a  hdl,  beautilully 
descending  toward  the  h'ound,  \\  ing  upon  the  east  side  oV 
Saugatuck  ir\-cr,  and  in^ar  its  mouth,  in  the  southwestern 
corner  of  GreiMi's  fai-nis,  a  paiish  in  the  township  and  coun- 
ty of  Fairfield. 

Dr.  1.) wight  (n  Travels,  500)  observes,  that  the  troops 
disembarked  on  the  morning  of  the  2Gth  of  April.  ]hit  this 
is  quite  improbable,  considering  the  time  they  reached  Dan- 
■  bury,  which  was  between  one  and  two  o'clock  of  tliat  day, 
having  marched  in  rainy  weather  over  stony,  hilly  and  mud- 
dy roads,  say  a  distance  of  twenty-four  miles,  and  encum- 
bered with  artillery.  I  have  heard  from  .several  ancient 
persons,  that  they  halted  in  Reading,  and  theie  refreshed 


i   il  A  i,'     1 


U;?0  REMARKS    VVQS  THE 

thrinsplvos  with  brcaklast.  This  is  only  eight  milrs  from 
J>aiil)'iry;  and  l»ad  they  commenced  their  march  at  any 
t.iiic  alter  twelve  o'clock  at  nig^ht,  which  ended  the  L'Oth. 
they  euuld  not  have  reached  this  place  thus  early.  l]r.sid.'s, 
common  report  fixes  the  time  of  the  landing  in  the  early 
part  of  the  evening,* 

General  vSiliiman,  Avho  was  attached  to  the  Connecticut 
militia,  lived  in  Fairiield,  near  the  place  where  the  British 
troops  landed;  and  upon  the  first  approach  of  the  enemy, 
the  surrounding  country  was  alarmed.  Upon  (he  followinir 
morning,  he  pursued  them,  willi  such  militia  as  could  \)r 
collected,  which  amounted  to  about  live  hundred  men,  at 
the  time  when  he  reached  Reading.  Here  he  was  joined 
by  Generals  Arnold  and  Wooster,  with  a  small  additional 
number  of  militia. 

They  proceeded  upon  their  pursuit  to  Dethel,  a  parish  in 
the  townsiiip  of  Danbury,  distant  lour  miles  (instead  of 
eight,  us  staled)  from  the  village  or  town.  This  place  they 
renched  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  their  progress  having 
been  retarded  by  a  heavy  rain. 

Here  tliey  halted,  and  determined  to  postpone  an  attack 
until  the  Ijritish  should  be  on  their  return  to  their  shipping. 
The  news  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy  did  not  reach  iJan- 
bury  until  they  had  actually  arrived  within  eight  miles  of 
the  town.  Tiif>y  took  the  road  through  Weston,  by  Reading 
church,  over  lloyt's  hill,  through  Bethel  to  Danbury,  where 
they  arrived  between  one  and  two  o'clock  on  the  L'Gth,  hav- 
ing marched  all  of  the  preceding  night.  Upon  receiving 
the  intelligence,  confusion,  fear  and  folly,  prevailed  among 
the  inhabitants.  All  of  the  revolutionary  party  seemed  to 
have  a  iircsentiment  that  to  remain,  would  be  to  furnish 
.subjects  for  the  exercise  of  exasperation  and  cruelty,  or  to 
excite  a  jeering  enemy  to  malce  them  the  sad  spectators  of 
wanton  waste  and  plunder.  Women  and  children  lied  in 
tears.  Of  ihe  men,  while  some  w  ere  intent  upon  removing 
their  (^fleets,  or  their  families,  some  remained  to  watch, 
with  anxious  and  pious  care,  the  decrepid.  and  the  sick. 
Amidst  this  scene  of  fear  and  sympathy,  of  hurry  and  flight, 
a  Mrs.  Claik,  wile  of  Captain  James  Clark,  a  woman  of 

[«"The  enemy  hr.'led  npwnrds  of  2000  men,  from  fo-ir  and  twenty  sail  of 
shipjiinL',  thisday  svetk.ai  Conipo  Hill,  nt-nr  SaiiirauiLk  ri\>-r,f!nd  niarclicd  srveri 
miles  that  cven!n<;,  wlif  re  ll'.cy  rested  tdl  towards  ir.orniuir.  then  marched  ai;ain, 
and  reached  Daiibiiiyj  about  three  or  four  o'clock  on  Saturday  afternoon,  wi;li 
little  or  no  o\^p(^hi<^n."—/.etur  j'roin  M„jnr  Ilnirh  HuL^hcs  to  Gat.  Galef, 
(W.td  Ma'j  2,  1777. — :\I.SS.  N.  \.  Hist.  Sue.  GattV  Papers.] 
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jin^jular  ibrtitni-ks  y-fvoiaiued  ailor  the  ii>ha];itants  Lad  re- 
tin.'d,  to  dispose  oi'  'icr  fitiiii/  uud  s(  crur-.'  hc-r  ^^ood.s,  and 
was  in  fact  the  la.^t  v.iug  I'cn.al''  th-;!,  lift  the  towa  upon 
the  entrance  oi  the  enemy.  The  predatory  character  of 
this  incursion  of  the  enemy,  was  truly  aniieipaled.  All 
who  had  teams  had  joined  them  to  their  carts,  to  secure 
tlieir  proj>erty ;  but  in  many  instances  they  M-ere  ri^rhtfully 
deprived  of  them  by  Colonel  Iluntinirton,  who  pn-svcd  iheni 
into  the  public  service,  to  remove  the  miUlary  ^lores.  A 
small  part  oi"  these  were  secured.  But  the  whoh-  ainoimt 
of  public  and  private  property  saved  v/os  inconsiderabli', 
Tlic  general  impulse  vas  to  seek  safety  in  immediate  fli;.'-lit. 
To  resist  \vit!i  any  prospect  of  success,  was  impossiblf'. 
Colonel  PIuntin^^'toM,  in  the  continental  service,  w!io  was 
stationed  there,  retired  v-,'ith  his  troops,  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  only,  and  without  arms,  to  an  eminence  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  town ;  but  afterwards  joined  General 
Arnold,  upon  the  rct'-eat  of  the  British. 

Though  no  tragic  scenes  occurred  upon  the  first  approach 
of  the  enemy,  an  incident  is  related  by  some  of  the  suifering 
inhabitants,  whieii  is  not.  unworthy  of  notice.  Captain  Joseph 
Hamilton  had  gone  to  a  clothing  shop  situated  at  the  lower 
end  of  the  main  sti-eet,  to  bring  home  a  roll  of  domestic  cloth. 
As  the  British  approached  that  j)art  of  the  town,  he,  ever 
steady  to  his  purpose,  was  tying  the  roll  of  cloth  upon  his 
horse.  He  had  succeeded  in  tying  one  of  the  mail  straps, 
when  the  hurried  approach  of  liglit  horse  warned  him  of 
his  danger.  In  this  critical  situation,  he  sprang  into  the 
saddle  cf  his  unsuspecting  old  horse  and  iled  ;  a  British 
troojjer  closely  ])U)Suing  and  hailing  him  to  surreniler, 
threatening  him  v.ith  the  dread  alternative  of  death.  Tiie 
half-fastened  roll,  though  it  did  n.ot  exhibit  itself  very  grace- 
fully in  its  diversified  motions,  yet  served  a  friendly  and  hu- 
mane purpose  to  the  sturdy  yeoman.  While  one  end  of  it 
rem.ained  last  in  the  faithful  strap,  the  other  exercised  it- 
self in  gambols  upon  the  Hanks  and  rear  of  the  horse,  oc- 
casioning such  a  iriuht  to  the  poor  animal  as  to  put  his 
speed  beyond  all  tbrmcr  example.  The  light-horseman 
kept  within  a  few  yards  of  his  prey,  Vv^ith  his  broad  sword 
drawn;  but  found  as  he  occasionally  approached  him  that 
the  vision  of  the  roll  of  cloth  produced  a  cotitrary  effect 
upon  the  progress  of  his  own  beast.  The  fright  ind'^ed 
was  mutual,  but  with  a  contrary  ellect.  Often  the  pur.-uer 
drew  so  near  the  ohl  man,  that  he  did  not  doubt  ln'  was  in 
his  pou'er,  and  that  a  single  blow  with  his  sword,  would 
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liil  Amorlc.1  of  one  vile  rebel.  He  struck  and  stiiirk  aaain  : 
I, ill  ihe  bouncinr;:  cloth  wns  the  shield  of  Acliill.v:,  to  our 
):ero  ill  his  iligii' ;  nay,  more,  it  interposed  itself  at  evcrv 
vtri.ke,  to  save  its  owner,  hy  administering;  a  Mhoh-tinie 
fii"-hl  to  the  horse  of  his  adversary.  In  the  course  of  the 
chase,  an  interesting  conversation  ensued.  '•  You  arc  ironr. 
Old  Daddy,"  shouted  the  trooper,  whenever  he  drew  nenr 
to  the  captain.  '' Ao^  yet !  not  yet  T — as  often  replied  thf 
wary  captain,  steadily  flapping  and  flying  along  t|je  way. 
Thus  they  rode  on.  seasoning  th<  ir  ni])id  journey  with'a 
little  rough  conversation,  until  they  arrived  at  the  nortlu ni 
extremity  of  the  main  street,  when  the  Urilish  hoi'semun 
suddenly  left  his  adversary,  not  a  lit  le  chagrined  at  having 
made  himself  the  .Sancho  to  sneh  a  furious  Don. 

The  British  having  gained  undisputed  possession  ol  the  vil- . 
lage,  diseoverrd  Colonel  Huntington  retiring  belorc  thera. 
They  thereupon  ]»laccd  cannon  on  a  little  hill  near  one 
Dobbs's  hou>e,  on  tlie  western  sid(^  of  the  main  street,  to  an- 
noy the  retreating  party,  but  which  were  discharged  with- 
out elTect. 

The  enemy  now  veiy  soon  began  to  commit  those  cruel- 
ties and  excesses,  which  are  common  to  plundering  parties. 
The  sick  and  the  aged  were  insulted  and  abused,  without 
cause.  Many  persons  were  killed,  and  of  these  some  were 
murdered  in  a  barbarous  manner.  One  circumstance  in 
l)articular  occurred,  soon  at\er  the  arrival  of  the.  enemy, 
which  heightens  the  melancholy  recollections  of  the  scene. 
Four  persons,  inllamed  with  a  momentary  madness  of  en- 
thusiasm, had  ])iaced  themselves  in  a  large  and  valuable 
house  of  one  Major  fcitarr,  to  fire  upon  and  resist  a  British 
armv!  As  the  troojis  proceeded  up  the  street,  tViey  were 
fired'  upon  I'rom  the  vvindows  by  these  rash  adventurers, 
who  seemed  here  to  have  placed  themselves  in  reality  upon 
th(>  hist  tliri  shold  of  liberty.  They  repeated  their  firing 
a  fev.-  times,  it  is  said,  v.  ith  etfecr.  But  a  dreadlul  retalia- 
tion follow!  (1.  An  exasjierated  enemy  thrusted  them  into 
the  cellar  of  the  house,  barricaded  the  doors,  and  set  the 
house  on  lire,  which  was  burnt  to  ashes,  together  with  these 
unhappy  men.  These  persons  were  Joshua  Porter,  Eleazer 
Starr,  one  Adam-%  and  a  neirro. 

At  the  time  of  this  allair,  the  firing  of  the  village  had 
not  occurred.  The  enemy  were  excessively  fatigued  with 
tlieir  march,  and. made  a  free  use  of  the  liquor  which  the 
stores  plentifully  allordcd.  They  remained  here  during  the 
night,  which  is  represented  as   having    been   exceedingly 
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ini^ly  dark.  A  few  stra2:i:;lin£f  American  soldiers  kept  up  a 
r;in(iom  (ire,  and  annoyed  tlieir  sruards  considcrahl)', 

Wiien  it  is  rocollectcil  that  a  part  ol'  them  were  ovcr- 
coine  with  intoxication,  and  all  had  been  deprived  of  sleep 
the  previous  night,  it  would  seem  that  a  handi'ul  of  spirited 
and  skilful!  men  might  so  ellectually  have  disturbed  the 
whole  British  detachment,  by  dei)riving  them  of  rest,  and 
increasing  liieir  fatigue,  as  to  have  put  them  in  the  power 
of  the  provincials,  upon  the  succeeding  day. 

Early  on  the  following  m.orning,  Sunday,  27th  April,  be- 
fore sunrise,  the  darkness  of  the  night  wa^  suddenly  dis- 
pelled by  the  conflagration  of  the  village.  The  destruction 
of  the  military  stores  was  the  ostensible  object  of  the  ex- 
pedition. But  as  if  the  destruction  of  this  considerable 
amount  of  property  was  not  sutlicient  to  satisfy  the  rapa- 
city of  the  invaders,  private  dwellings,  store  houses,  barns, 
and  m.oveables,  all  sliarcd  the  same  fate,  cxceptina  such  as 
belonged  to  the  tories.  Soon  after  the  burning  had  coni- 
menced,  they  hastily  left  the  town.  Well  knowing,  prob- 
ably, of  the  Ibrce  that  was  collecting  in  Bethel,  and  fearful 
of  being  cut  olF  from  their  retreat,  instead  of  returning  by 
their  former  route,  they  took  the  road  to  RidgefK-dd.  Tliis 
was  by  no  means  the  road  now  travelled,  which  has  bcien 
made  since  that  period.  They  first  proceeded  \\estwardly 
to  Ridgebury,  a  parish  in  the  township  of  liidgelield,  thence 
southerly  to  Ridgefield,  upon  the  two  sides  of  a  right  angled 
triangle,  of  which  the  present  road  is  the  liypothcnuse. 
Their  motive  in  taking  this  course,  was,  probably,  to  de- 
ceive the  Americans,  by  marching  toward  the  highlands 
with  a  pretended  view  of  re-embarking  there,  and  then 
suddenly  to  alter  their  course  and  take  the  least  opposed 
road  to  their  shipping. 

Information  having  been  received  Ly  the  American  Gen- 
erals of  tlic  movement  of  the  enemy,  they  divided  their 
force  into  two  parts.  The  largest  under  the  command  of 
Silliman  and  Arnold,  were  destined  to  take  post  in  front 
of  the  enemy,  and  the  other  under  Wooster,  to  attack  their 
rear.  For  this  purpose,  they  separated,  and  took  diilVrent 
roads.  About  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning.  General  Woos- 
ter was  iiriormed  that  the  enemy  had  taken  the  road  south- 
erly from  Ridgebury.  to  the  shipping.  After  hasteniiii]:  for- 
ward, he  came  up  with  them,  and  after  a  little  skinni>hing 
look  forty  prisoners.  lie  continued  to  harass  them  and 
to  check  their  progress,  until  they  had  arrived  within  two 
miles  of  the  village  of  Ridgeiieid.     Here  a   very  .severe: 
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skirmish  took  'p\n.ie.  The  er)emy  had  pivs.sed  a  smr\]]  h\\\ 
in  ihe  rofid,  vbicb  obstructed  th'^ir,  temporarily  I'mm  ihc 
view  ot'  tliC  militia,  -  Gvn.::r:j\  Wooster,  ever  arilrnf,  took 
this  Gj.portanity  to  encourage  forward  his  inexpcririKcd 
troops,  and  to  repeat  their  charge.  While  he  was  tlius  en- 
f^^agcd  in  impelling  forward  his  men,  and  using  every  eiiV)rt 
to  animate  them,  the  British  rear  guard  were  discharging 
their  artillery  and  rnusqxietry  upon  them.  It  Avas  hero  tiiat 
he  received  his  fatal  wound.  Amidst  the  repeated  dis- 
charges: of  artillery,  \:h\]e.  in  the  vaii  of  his  troops,  he  ex- 
claimed but  a  moment  before  he  fel!  from  his  horse,  "  Co/nr 
on,  my  hoys!  Never  mind  such  random,  shot.'''  Entirely 
regardless  of  his  personal  safety,  he  was  leading  on  his 
men,  exposed  to  a  fire  which  intimidated  his  troops,  whr'u 
he  received  a  grape  shot  in  his  side  that  instantly  disa- 
bled him,  and  in  a  iew  days  terminated  his  existence.  His 
troops,  which  were  militia,  were  then  compelled  to  give 
way. 

General  Arnold,  who,  by  forced  marches,  had  crossed  the 
country  to  Ridgefield,  arrived  there  about  eleven  o'clock 
A.  i\I.  Here  he  erected  a  barricade  of  carts,  logs,  and 
earth,  at  the  northern  extremity  of  the  main  street,  and 
awaited  the  arrival  of  the  British.  This  was  a  well  chos(M) 
piece  of  ground  ;  Ac  road  was  narrow,  his  right  flank  was 
covered  by  a  house  and  barn,  and  his  left  by  a  ledge  of 
rocks.  The  enemy  ujion  discovering  |him  there  prepared, 
drew  up  and  advanced  in  a  heavy  colunm,  but  atterwards 
extended  themselves,  in  order  to  oulilank  and  surround 
him. 

They  marched  up  anrl  received  several  fires,  which  they 
briskly  returned.  For  ten  minutes  the  action  was  V(  ry 
w\'trm.  But  they  succeeded  in  gaining  the  rocks,  alter 
which  the  Am.erieans  retreated. 

After  they  had  gained  this  eminence,  a  wdiolo  platoon  of 
the  British  soldiery  levelled  and  fired  at  General  Arnold. 
who  was  not  more  than  thirty  yards  distant  from  them. 
But  he  remained  unhurt  by  this  discharge.  His  horse  was 
killed  and  fell.  Ujion  perceiving  a  soldier  advancing  with 
his  bayonet  to  run  him  through,  the  General  kept  uj>on  hi^ 
sadd'e,  deliberately  drew  his  pistol  from  his  holster,  shot  his 
adversary,  and  then  retired. 

Such  an  instance  of  cool  courage  would  have  added  ad- 
ditional laurels  to  the  fame  of  JMarius  the  Great,  or  Mar- 
shal i\ey,  in  the  most  Hattering  j^eriods  of  their  lives. 
Every  enterprise  of  General  Arnold  in  his  country's  service 


/  ■,  ■  •. ; 

,•  .ru    :'■'■■' 

'  1  ■'?!■;  '  ' 

:;i  r;':;:  <t' 

! 

-.1 

■•'*  ■■■ 

>r  ;v 

_,,.    ,,!]    ,^^  'i!    ■, 

'.^■:irU    :..■; 

■.,1  -);!.:  •»ji-.,'f 

'• 

w-n    ■>  '  • 

■     .!(;. 

•  ,    1  •wn 

BRmSQ  EXPEDITION  TO  DANBURY.  235 

proved  him  to  be  a  most  brave,  skilful  and  useful  officer. 
IJnd  he  died  here,}iis  eountry  \\ouId  liave  owed  liis  memory 
many  returns  of  gratitude.  But  his  lile  and  activity  wero 
prolonged,  that  he  niii^ht  bless  that  country  with  other  hon- 
orable services,  and  Instly  stain  his  own  name  witii  eternal 
infamy,  by  an  act  of  the  blackest  treason  in  the  nio.st  eveni- 
ful  period  of  the  struggle  for  independence. 

Some  valuable  lives  wen;  lost  during  this  conflict. 
Among  them  was  General  Gould,  a  militia  ofiicer  of  Fair^ 
lield,  Connecticut. 

After  being  thus  repulsed  by  a  superiority  of  force,  Ar- 
nold retreated  before  the  enemy.  The  British  halted  all 
night  at  Ridgefield.  A  few  Americans  kept  up  a  scatterinj^ 
fire  during  the  night,  and  attemjited  to  burn  the  church,  ia 
which  was  a  considerable  quantity  of  pork  and  wheat,  but 
the  fire  was  extinguished  without  any  material  damage. 
Four  private  houses  were  consumed  here  ;  and  some  other 
private  property  was  destroyed.  The  next  morning  about 
daylight,  Monday,  April  28th,  they  resumed  their  marcii. 
They  proceeded  through  Wilton,  and  finding  that  General 
Arnold  was  on  the  road  which  branches  to  ^augatuck,  five 
miles  north  of  Norwalk,  instead  of  following  the  direct  road 
to  Saugatuck,  they  filed  o!f  to  the  east,  and  pursued  that 
course  until  they  reached  Saugatuck  creek,  which  they 
forded  considerably  above  the  bridge.  The  Americans 
overtook  theui,  but  they  kept  on  the  west  side  of  the  creek 
near  a  half  mile  from  them — each  cannonading  the  other, 
at  times  very  warmly.  About  three  o'clock,  P.  M.  Colonel 
Deming  and  a  j)arty  of  continentals  fbi'ded  the  river  to  their 
middle,  undiscovered  by  the  enemy,  and  falling  on  their 
rear,  galled  them  exceeciingly :  and  returned  without  losa. 
The  Americans  m.arehcd  on  till  five  o'clock',  v.-iien  they  ar- 
rived at  Saugatuck  bridge,  (not  Faugatuck,  which  is  the 
name  of  a  river  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state,)  about  tv.o 
miles  from  Compo,  and  four  east  of  Norwalk. 

Both  parties  being  now  upon  high  ground,  on  opposite 
sides  of  the  river,  a  furious  cannonading  ensued  for  abo;;t 
fifteen  minutes,  without  much  ell'ect.  The  bridge  which 
the  enemy  possessed  themselves  of  soun  after  landing,  they 
now  relinquished,  and  puslied  on  with  a  view  to  reach  their 
shipj)ing.  Arnold  with  a  division  pursued  closely  on,  and 
by  a  cjuick  march  gained  an  emiiicnce  on  the  right  llanl:  c.i 
the  enemy's  rear.  An  incessant  fire  of  field-pieces  and 
small  arms  followed,  for  a  short  time,  with  littl«^  or  no  exe- 
cution.     But  the  British  were    excessi\e]y    fatig-Jcd,  and 
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were  hard  pressed  by  the  Americans.  Some  think  they 
would  not  have  escaped  fron^i  complete  destrurtion.  hnd  it 
not  been  lor  the  adoption  ol"  the  I'oHowing  exprdi«'nt,  s:ii<t 
to  have  been  proposed  by  Sir  William  Erskine.  They 'land- 
ed a  body  of  marines,  and  movini?  ihcm  into  the  vaii  r.f  tin; 
army,  charged  the  Americans  Avith  so  much  vi;;or,  that  ilu-v 
were  driven  from  the  ground.  The  Dritish  then  embarked 
in  their  boats  with  the  utmost  expedition,  and  reached 
their  ships  in  r>afety,  but  so  fatigued  with  the  march,  tliat 
it  is  said  many  of  the  soldiers  fell  upon  the  decks  of  the 
vessels  and  there  lay  for  a  considerable  time,  worn  out  with 
fatigue.  The  Americans  also  were  many  of  them-exceed- 
ingly  weary.  The  marines  being  fresh, 'took  the  {)lace  of 
their  exhausted  countrymen,  and  were  an  over-match  for 
the  fatigued  Americans.  But  while  our  field-pieces  were 
plying  on  their  boats,  Colonel  Lamb  of  I^ew  York  advan- 
ced with  two  hundred  men,  withia  one  hundred  yards  of 
the  enemy,  on  the  Compo  hill,  and  galled  them  from  behind 
a  Rtonc  wall.  The  marines  in  about  ten  minutes  sent  a 
party  from  their  right  to  llank  the  Americans,  and  advanced 
another  party  Irom  their  front,  who  came  running  down  the 
hill  with  great  fury.  Notwithstanding  the  spirited  exertions 
of  Colonel  (afterwards  General)  Lamb,  his  party  instantly 
retreated  in  great  disorder,  and  w^ere  pursued  to" the  foot  of 
the  hill,  where,  finding  themselves  unsupported,  they  were 
compelled  to  discontinue  the  confiict.  And  the  marines 
soon  embarlccd  without  further  molestation. 

A  great  munber  of  Connecticut  militia  had  assembled  to 
witness  the  battle  at  Compo,  and  a  few  to  participate  in  its 
dangers.  IMany  of  them  were  without  arms,  or  without 
ammunition,  and  could  render  no  assistance.  Many  wdio 
were  supplied,  refused  to  submit  to  any  order  or  discipline, 
and  of  such  as  did,  too  many  behaved  in  a  cowardly  man- 
ner. 

Afler  General  McDougall's  arrival  in  the  northern  part 
of  Bedford,  and  thence  into  South  Salem,  (or,  as  it  was  then 
called,  Lower  Salem.)  upon  the  28ih,  it  would,  no  doubt, 
have  been  unwise  to  have  pursued  the  enemy  further,  upon 
receiving  intelligence  that  they  had  gone  from  Ridgelield 
early  upon  the  nwrning  of  that  day.  For  small  could  have 
been  the  hope  of  overtaking  them  before  they  would  have 
arrived  at  their  shipping.  But  why  he  commenced  his 
Miarch  at  so  late  an  hour  from  Peekskill,  (improperly  writ- 
tC!i  Peckskill.)  remains  to  be  explained.  The  distance  from 
Daabuvy  to  that  place,  is  not  more  than  twenty-six  miles, 
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»ind  tlic  alarm  rnigl't  oave  been  easily  ocnvoycd  there  early 
upon  the  evsniiigo;  the  day,  t'lat  the  enemy  arrive]  in  Daa- 
bury.  It  cannot  be  yuppo-sed  th^jt  such  GiHccrs  as  Arnold 
and  Wooster,  would  I'or  an  liaif  }iGUr  have  nc^^hjcted  tliis 
most  important  part  of  their  duty,  of  dr^;patcliin;i;  a  nus- 
senger  speedily,  alter  the  dcstinaiion  of  the  enemy  was 
known,  esjjeciallv  when  it  is  recollected  that  Arnold  was  at 
that  time  attached  to  the  army  at  .Peeii.skill,  and  then  hap- 
pened to  be  Jn  the  viciiiiiy  of  Danbiny  superintending  the 
recruiting  service.  We  cannot  well  suppose  that  dneral 
Mel  )oui:alI  did  not  receive  the  intelligence  be  (ore  the  morn- 
ing of  the  27tli ;  and  if  he  had  set  oui  at  that  time,  he 
might  easily  have  ;nt>srcepted  the  enemy  at  Kidgelleld. 
With  the  other  assistancr.  which  he  would  have  received, 
the  situation  of  the  enemy  would  not  have  been  merely 
•"critical;"'  they  certainly  would  have  been  destroyed,  or 
ca])tured. 

"  The  killed,  wounded  and  nnssing  of  the  enemy,  (says 
JMarshall.)  amounted  to  about  one  hundred  and  seventy 
men."  Perhaps  no  other  account  of  tiiis  ailair,  deemed  re- 
spectable, places  their  loss  in  such  small  numbers  as  the  a- 
bove.  Dr.  Dwight  says,  that  the  loss  of  the  enemy  was  es- 
timated by  themselves  ac  one  hundred  and  seventy.  But  it 
is  believed  that  in  this  respect,  the  Doctor  was  mistaken  ; 
for  General  Washingtoh,  states,  in  his  letters,  that  they  only 
acknowledged  forty  nien  lost.  Dr.  Ramsay  observes,  that 
they  had  two  or  three  hundred  men  lulled,  wounded,  or  ta- 
ken. Gordon  remarks,  that  there  is  little  reason  to  doubt 
that  they  had  four  hundred  men  killed,  wounded  and  taken. 
The  probability  is,  that  the  account  of  Gordon,  as  here  sta- 
ted, is  nearest  the  truth. 

We  do  know  that  the  accounts  widch  were  published  by 
the  British  in  New  York,  were  full  of  misrepresentations 
and  gross  falsehoods,  \Yhen  we  consider  the  general  skir- 
mislies,  in  ^vhicll  th(>y  were  engaged;  how  often  they  were 
annoyed  along  the  roads  by  the  musquetry  of  the  scattered 
militia  ;  and  the  feeble  resistance  which  was  many  times 
made  in  eonseiiuence  of  their  fatigue,  the  statement  by  Gor- 
don probably  does  Tiot  exceed  the  truth.  Governor  Tryoa 
himself  A'as  among  the  wounded. 

The  loss  of  the  Americans,  in  killed,  wounded  and  mis- 
sing, was  probably  about  one  hundred  men.  At  the  battfe 
of  Compo,  Dr.  At  water,  a  voliniteer,  a.  man  of  eon.-iderabic 
influence,  was  among  the  s;laiu.  Colonel  Lamb  receixed  a 
violent  contusion  from  a  grape  shot,  while  attemj)tii)g  to 
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rally  Ivis  men.  Geutral  Arnold  \vas  exposed  at  the  samo* 
tiiric;  find  bad  his  horso  wounded  in  the  neck. 

The  loss  of  Major  General  David  Woostf.r,  ^vllo,  \v«' 
may  remember,  reeeived  his  mortu}  wound  a  little  Mltovrt 
Kidgefield,  reealls  to  mind  the  most  grateful  recoUedions 
of  his  charaeter.  He  was  conveyed  to  Danbury  immedi- 
ately a^ter  he  v/as  v^ounded,  and  there  died,  on  the  2d  of 
Dday,  aged  Hbort  seventy  years.  He  was  buried  in*  Dan- 
bury,  witii  the  respect  due  to  his  rank,  and  services.  But 
the  enquiring  traveller  Mil!  be  surprised  to  find  that  the. 
grave  of  WoosTrR  cannot  at  this  time  be  found  or  designa- 
ted with  absolute  certainty.  Most  of  the  inhabitants  are 
indid'erent  about  it,  ^m\  have  never  troubled  themselves  to 
enquire  out,  and  mark  the  spot.  Aged  pec])le  who  havf^ 
spent  their  lives  in  the  neigliborhood  disagree  about  it.  Nay, 
even  those  who  attended  the  funeral,  describe  the  place  dif- 
ferently. JMr.  Joseph  P.  White,  late  of  this  town,  a  man  of 
accurate  observation  and  retentive  memory,  who  was  pres- 
ent at  the  funeral,  is  probably  very  correct  in  his  recollec- 
tion. 

He  showed  me  the  spot  where  he  supposed  the  remnins 
of  the  General  were  deposited.  This  was  in  the  middle- 
burial  ground,  about  equidistatit  from  the  north  and  south 
boundaries  of  it,  in  the  eastern  half.  The  foot  of  the  grave 
is  about  six  feet  in  a  north  easterly  direction  from  the  head 
stone  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Sandcman's  grave.  It  will  readi- 
ly be  perceived,  that  there  is  a  grave  here,  by  a  cavity  in 
the  earth,  extending  in  an  easterly  and  westerly  direction. 
So  now  the  remains  of  this  active  patriot,  lie  in  the  middle 
burial  ground  in  ]>anbury,  mixed  with  las  kindred  earth, 
vdthout  the  humblest  stone  or  symbol  being  placed  to  tell 
the  spot  where  he  lies.  We  read  with  mingled  sentiments. 
of  pity,  satisfaction,  and  respect,  that  the  brave  General 
Fraser  lies  in  the  country  of  his  enemies,  where  he  fell. 
Avithout  any  monument  to  be  seen  over  his  grave,  unless 
we  except  a,  lonesome  briar  which  rural  nature  has  j^re- 
sented  to  his  memory.  But  the  memories  of  our  conscript 
fathers,  and  patriots,  Washington,  Herkimer,  Wayne  and 
Wooster,  are  entitled  to  be  perpetuated  upon  enduring  pub- 
lic monuments;  and  thereby  we  shall  deeply  impress  upon 
the  minds  of  the  rising  youth  of  our  country  sentiments  ol 
the  noblest  viituc,  and  stimulate  men  of  mature  years  to 
constant  and  meritorious  exertions.  For  it  is  the  remem- 
brance of  such  worthy  men,  that  keeps  alive  the  sparks  of 
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virtue  in  a  nation,  which  human  passions  tend  perpetually 
to  extinguish. 

Soon  al'ter  the  battle  at  Ridgefield,  in  1777,  Cont^rcss  did 
ponerously  resolve  that  a  monument  should  be  erected  to 
the  memory  of  Wooster,  and  apjiropriated  a  sum  of  fivo 
hundred  dollars  for  the  })urpose.  It  has  been  a  general  sen- 
timent prevailini:,^  throughout  the  western  part  of  Connecti- 
cut, that  the  charge  was  committed  to  his  son,  Thomas 
"NVooster,  who  received  the  money  from  the  public  treasury, 
and  Uiisapplied  it.  1  his  common  error,  which  rcllectod  the 
most  odious  ingratitude  upon  the  character  of  the  son,  it  is 
in  my  power  to  contradict.  It  is  an  undoubted  iact,  that 
the  money  was  never  received  in  pursuance  of  this  resolu- 
tion, and  in  support  of  the  truth  of  this,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  has  furnished  a  certiticate.  In  the  session  of 
18522,  this  subject  was  brought  before  Congress,  with  the 
view  of  obtaining  a  new  appropriation ;  but  a  committee 
appointed  to  examine  into  the  merits  of  the  application, 
reported  unfavorably,  in  consequence  of  the  number  of  ap- 
plications which  the  granting  of  this  would  encourage,  and 
there  the  matter  ended. 

Whether  Congress  will  ever  again  resolve  in  favor  of  a 
monument  to  Wooster,  at  the  public  expense,  is  doubtful. 
But  how  generous,  and  noble,  and  just,  would  it  be,  for  that 
sister  state  which  gave  him  birth,  in  whose  service^  he  died, 
and  which  now  embosoms  his  remains,  to  grant  this  trifling 
boon.  Wooster  added  to  the  honor  and  to  the  strength  of 
his  native  state.  But  in  the  profession  of  arms,  he  added 
to  the  splendor  and  usefulness  of  a  long  military  life,  by 
courting  the  kindly  blessings  of  Christianity.  lie  was  a 
professor  of  religion.  And  oh  !  how  would  the  sentimental 
passenger  glow  with  enthusiasm  as  he  read  and  wept  over 
the  tomb  of  the  military  and  christian  hero? — 

"  Purpureos  spar^am  flores,  animamque 
"  His  saltern  accumulem  donis." 

In  the  general  destruction  at  Danbury,  nineteen  houses, 
their  furniture,  linen,  iSrc.  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
twenty-two  stores  and  barns,  with  all  their  contents,  were 
consumed ;  three  thousand  barrels  of  pork  ;  more  than  one 

»  Gfiieral  Wooster  v.-nsnot  in  the  service  of  the  Ui>ited  States  at  the  tiuie  of 
his  death.  He  had  been  a  Briiradier  General  in  the  continental  forces,  and  con- 
ceiving himself  to  have  been  neglected,  he  resigned,  and  was  appointed  at  the 
commencement  of  the  war  the  lust  Major  General  of  militia  in  hn  native  slate, 
whicli  grade  he  held  nt  the  time  of  hia  death. 
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thot)<arid  barre/s  of  flour  :  several  hundred  barrels  of  beef ; 
scvcvAcciZ  'lundieci  ard  nineiy  tents;  two  ihoiisaiirl  Ijusln'l"* 
of  grain  ;  clothing  lor  a  ->;  hoU^  regiiDciil-,  besides  manv  otluT 
valuable  article?,  .such  as  lurri,  wine,  rice,  arniy  carriae*  s, 
&.C,  The  quantity  of  contincntaJ  stores  which  were  (.-(jn- 
Si.jrned,  cannot  v.ow  be  accurately  ascertained.  Accounts 
vaiy  considerably.  I'he  private  losses  were  estiniatful  bv 
a  comniiitee  appointed  for  the  purpose,  at  £16,181  17s  Kiil. 
The  viliaije  h::)rary,  and  the  town  records,  which  contained 
the  evidences  of  titles,  were  likewise  burnt.  Dr.  Ramsay's 
account  of  tlie  losses  at  Danhury,  tlicrefore,  the  above  b«>- 
ing  correct,  is  far  short  of  the  truth.  To  this  list,  must  be 
added  aboui  one  hundred  barrels  oi'  flour,  and  one  hundred 
hogsheads  of  run:,  which  met  with  the  same  fate  upon  the 
road,  as  tl-.e  British  were  returning. 

It  is  contideiitly  believed  that  amidst  all  this  wa.^te  of 
projjcrty,  the  tories  suflered  nothing.  In  Danhury,  there 
were  several  tories,  who  staid  at  home  durin^^-  the  visit  of 
the  British,  and  wore  respected  in  their  persons  and  pro[)- 
crty.  Indeed  it  is  said  every  house  which  the  enemy  wisli- 
cd  to  save,  was  marked  by  a  conspicuous  cross  upon  the 
door  the  evening  previous  to  the  fire.  Certain  it  is,  that 
throughout  their  whole  route,  not  a  single  tory  suffered  any 
thing.  The  same  care  was  observable  in  Kidgefield,  and 
if  an}'  article  was  obtained  of  a  tory,  it  was  paid  for.  The 
object  was  evident.  But  how  was  it  so  cosily  accomplish- 
ed ?  IIow  was  the  information  so  correctly  ascertained  ? 
The  answer  is,  that  tories  living  along  the  route,  had  been 
obtained  by  Sir  William  Howe  previous  to  the  sailing  of 
the  expedition,  and  were  sent  with  the  detachment.  Of 
these  there  were  a  great  number,  but  1  have  obtained 
the  names  of  but  two  with  absolute  certainty — Eli  Bene- 
dict of  Danbury,  and  Benjamin  Stebbins  of  llidgelield. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  these  men  were  of  the  number,  who 
had  the  satisfaction  of  afterwards  rellecting  that  they  had 
been  the  means  of  destroying  their  native  town  and  ruining 
their  nearest  kinsmen.  But  these  persons,  I  have  under- 
stood, became  vagabonds  afterwards.  Deity  made  the 
same  impress  upon  all  their  eilbrts,  as  he  did  upon  the  figure 
of  the  unrighteous  son  of  our  first  parent. 
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LETTER  FROM  CHARLES  LODWICK, 


MR.  FRANCIS  LODWICK  AND  MR.  HOOKER, 


[,-     .  DATED    MAY    20,  ]G  92. 


[Copied  from  the  orig;n«l  in  the  Brili^ih  Museu'.n.  for  Smf  Cartkr  Brown,  Esq.  of  Provi 
deuce,  atui  by  him  oonirnu!  'catcd  for  publicatiou.J 
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JSomne  MS.  No.  3339,  ArU  18,  p.  93,  et  eeq. ;  {onjinal  pasin?,  263  et  »eq.) 
Bmish  llnseum,  f.6Sl,  No.  3339;  IS. J 


3Ir.  Charles  Lodnich,  his  acct.  of  New  Yorhe.  in  a  Letter 
to  his  Uvlici,  Air.  Francis  Lodwicke,  and  Mr.  Hooker^ 
Members  of  y^  Royal  Socic/;/,  dated  from  Nciv  York,  May 
20,  1G92.  '  ilecd  Sept.  5,  A.' D.  1692,  and  read  before  y'- 
Royal  Society,  Nov.  2G,  n  13.  ■\-' 

HoND.  Gentlemen  : 

I  have  suflicient  reasons  to  beg  ycair  pardons  for  my 
neglect;  it  is  now  full  4  years  since  I  rec^  y''  commantls 
to  give  you  what  Ace*  1  was  capable,  of  y^  Constitution 
of  this  Country,  which  indeed  had  l^een  much  sooner 
obeyed,  had  not  y*  Confusion  and  Disturbance  here  among 
ourselves  wholly'impeded  even  our  common  Aifairs,  that  for 
almo.st  3  years,  we  had  enough  to  do  to  exercise  all 
our  brains  to  secure  our  ps'ons,  and  that  little  we  had, 
from  y*  Cruelty  and  Tyranny  of  an  ungovernable  mobb  ; 
which  by  y*  peculiar  mercy  of  God,  and  y*  extended  Fa- 
vor of  our  Piince,  we  are  in  })art  released  from. 

1  have  endeavord  to  collect  y' Opinions  of  our  gravest 
Sages  here,  where  my  young  experience  would  not  lett  me 
conclude,  and  tho'  it  be  far  from  what  it  ought,  for  where 
M"  of  ships  are  >'"  chiefest  Mnthematicians,  and  y*  Na- 
tives Geographers,  with  such  tools  you  must  not  expect  a 
good  Fabi-ic,  especially  by  y-  hands  of  so  unskillfull  a  work- 
man. Bat  1  shall  wholly  forbear  makeing  any  farther  ex- 
cuses for  y*^  great  faults  and  many  impertinencies  you  will 
find  ;  and  since  it  is  only  design'd  for  y'  private  diver- 
sions, I  doubt  not  but  you  will  read,  and  pardon,  and  in  fuU 
assurance  of  y'  Generosities,  I  take  leave  to  subscribe  my- 
self, gentlem«M), 

¥"■  most  obedient,  humble  scrvS 

CIP-  LODWICK. 

New  York,  20fh  May,  1G92. 
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Tun  CiTTY  New  York  lies  in  America,  in  y'^  Lul'  of  40 
Drurr:  -10  ]Min:  North,  on  an  Island,  distant  from  )'"  opon 
Sea  :ibout  7  Icaeues  northward,  s-cituatc  bctwrcii  "2  Kiv- 
ors,  one  called  Hudson's  river,  riiiining  North  by  East, 
navigable  for  groat  ships,  near  40  leagues  up  ;  y*^  dihor 
IJiver  runs  East  by  North  nearest,  and  is  made  by  Long 
Island,  and  in  a  passage  to  y^  Sea  betwixt  tha<-  and  j*"  main 
Land.  Tiiis  Island  of  New  York  was  formerly  called  by  y' 
Natives,  jManhaitens,  is  ab'  5  leagues  in  extent,  and  is  an 
Island  by  a  runn  of  water  ibrdable  att  Low  water  between 
y*  2  forcmentioned  rivers ;  ])cfore  y^  Town  is  an  excellent 
Harbor,  Land-Lokt  on  all  sides;  y"  country  woody,  but 
very  pleasant.  Our  chiefest  unhappyness  here  is  too 
great  a  mixture  of  nations,  and  Ennlish  }^  least  part;  y* 
French  Protestants  have  in  }^  late  King's  reign  resorted 
hitlier  in  great  nubers  proportionably  to  y^  other  nation's 
inhabitants.  Y"  Dutch,  generally  y^  most  frugall  and 
laborious-,  and  consequently  y*^  richest ;  whereas  most  of 
y  English  are  y^  contrary,  especially  y^  trading  part. 
As  to  Kidigion,  we  run  so  high  into  all  Opinions,  that  here 
is,  (I  fear,)  but  little  reall  ;  and  how  justly  might  y*^  Right- 
eous Cod  pour  down  his  impending  Judgments  on  us;  yet 
God  hath  blest  us  with  a  healtliy  Climate,  a  fruitlul  Soil, 
plenty  of  all  sorts  of  provisions  needful  for  y*  support  of 
IMnnkind.  We  are  y*  chief  granary  to  most  of  }"  West 
India  islands.  Boston  was  former!}"  famous  for  excellent 
Wheat,  whereas  now  y*  whole  Massatusetts  colony  can 
scarce  produce  on(^  hundred  Busliclls,  and  peas  y"  same  ; 
it  grows  up  as  fair  as  any  can  do,  and  when  it  begins  to 
oar,  black  spotts  ab'  y^  middle  of  y°  stalk,  which  hinders 
y'  sap  ascending,  y"  ear  withers  and  produces  nothing 
but  chall".  None  of  our  wise  men  here  can  assign  any 
natural  reason  for  this,  when  but  just  out  of  y""  ]\Lassatu- 
setts.  in  Ccnecticut  colony,  grows  as  fair  corn  as  any  in 
America.  A  small  worm  docs  often  destroy  our  peas  here 
while  th.cy  grow,  tho'  seldom  any  other  grain.  It  is  [in]  my 
Opinion  wholly  uncertain  if  not  improbable,  that  this  2\lain 
of  America  should  have  overllowed  since  y^  Deluge,  by 
reason  of  }•'  cxtrefi  high  land  generally,  nor  have  I  been 
able  to  observe  any  signs  of  a  second  Deluvium  ;  many 
Shells  of  Oysters  a.nd  other  shell  fish  are  found  upon  higii 
hills  as  well  as  valleys,  and  sometimes  two  or  tln-ec  foot 
within  ye  Earth,  but  are  suppos(>d  to  have  been  brought 
there  by  y^  Natives,  y  fish  having  served   them   for  food, 
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and  y'  shells  rotting,  serve  for  dun^]^  to  thier  land,  which  is 
coininon  in  these  parts  now  ainoiis: y*"  Christians. 

Most  sorts  ot'  Ijuropean  Aniinalls  thrive  here  very  well, 
the'  y,"  Country  hclore  y"  discovery  was  not  knowii  to  have 
produced  any  of  those  usual  sorts  ot'  IJeasts,  as  horses,  cdws, 
.slieep,  hoirirs,  or  iroaf  s  ;  iShcep  would  increase  here  and  do 
very  muct), — Eny:lisli  or  clover  grass  agrceini^  very  well 
with  y*  land,  yet  y'^  stature  of  y^  cattle  seem  rather  to 
decrease  here,  w"^  might  doubtless  in  a  great  measure 
be  he!]it  by  care  and  iiood  husbandry:  An  Ox  shall  ordi- 
narily wiegh  here  six  hundred  wieght,  rarely  one  thousand; 
whither  it  be  occasioned  by  y^  use  of  too  young  bulls,  one 
can  scarce  keep  a  bull  till  2  years  old  without  cutting, 
they  grow  so  fierce  and  mischievous,  or  whither  y*'  pier- 
cing heat  and  sometimes  great  drought  in  y^  summer,  may 
not  he  instrumental  to  hinder  thier  growth,  besides  here  is 
a  mischievous  insect  calfd  a  musqueta,  or  small  little  tly, 
which  extrcamly  vexes  y*^  cattle,  and  is  often  obscrv'd  to 
make  y™  grow  lean,  hindering  thier  feeding. 

We  are  not  so  careful  here,  nither,  of  y^  breed  of  horses 
as  in  Europe,  which  without  doubt  be  much  mended  by  in- 
dustry; they  commonly  turn  thier  spare  horses  into  y^  woods, 
where  they  breed  and  become  wild  ;  and  as  they  have  occa- 
sion they  catch  up  y^  colts,  and  break  them  for  thier  use  ;  all 
sorts  of  cattle  are  now  in  aboundance  and  increase  dayly  ; 
a  horse  is  sold  from  2  to  G  pound,  an  ox  or  cow  from  2  to 
5  pound,  this  country  money,  w'^'^  is  25  per  cent,  worse 
than  sterling. 

IMost  fruit  trees  grow  here  and  thrive,  especially  Apples, 
Pears,  Cherries  and  Peaches,  &c.  Of  ye  last  y«  country 
abounds  of  most  sorts  usual  in  England  ;  they  grov.^  com- 
monly along  y«  high  ways,  and  in  such  quantity  that  they 
become  tVuit  to  y^  hoggs  ;  Apricocks  are  very  rare,  they  not 
being  able  so  well  to  endure  our  sharp  frosts  as  y*^  others 
do,  and  no  doubt  all  vegetables  will  grow  here  if  not  of 
too  tender  a  root :  all  carden  herbs  are  here  in  aboundance. 
and  will  grow  in  half  y^  time  they  do  in  England,  tho' 
our  Spring  beginns  here  not  so  soon  as  in  England,  yet 
when  it  beginns  sroes  on  with  greater  vigour ;  we  generally 
observe  most  fruits  lessen  in  bigness  every  year  ;  a  large 
bean  jdanted  here  shall  bear  a  bean  scarce  half  so  big  as 
yc  seed  was. 

Rosemary  will  not  endure  our  Winter  at  all ;  Arlichoak 
and  Colly  llowers  will  grow,  but  arc  very  tender,  and  bear 
a  fruit  no  bigg<n'  tlian  a  good  apj)le. 
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TliO^c  arimp-'ls  v.  hioli  axe  y^  natural  product  of  this  coun- 
;     try   are   EI':s,  Derr,  Bears.  Be  vers,  Olters,  Foxes,   llacdons, 
I     M.itors,  r»lia'.:s,   WooushocrvS,  Waterratts  or  !Mus(iuash,  and 
(     \\'uives,  which  latter  prova  very  niisehievous  to  our  cuttle. 
t    are  in  aboundance,  and  are  supjiosed  to  increase  dayly ;  litre 
fc    are  also  mo>t  sorts  \)1'  birds  usual  in  England,  except  y'' 
i     Magpye  and  house-sparrow,  tho'  seveial  ot"  dilFering  col- 
ours irom  any  la  England;  y^  most  rare  is  a  small  bird  we 
',     call  a  humming  biid,  which  is  not  so  bigg  as  y^  first  joint 
t     of  an  ordinary  mcin's  little  linger,  but  of  a  curious  change- 
'   able  colour  ;  it  hae  a  long  bill  or  trunk  as  long  as  its  body, 
s    with  which  it  sucks  its  nourishment  iiom  blossoms   and 
.    dowers,   and   is  suuposed  to  have   no   other   sustenance  ; 
-V    where  it  generates  1  could  never  be  informed,  it  being  only 
.^'   X-isible  here  in  y^  Summer;  we  have  also  y«  mocldng  bird, 
t     tho'    rare>    1   never    observ'd  y^-   nightingales,    tho'  some 
tiirKni  they  are  here;  we  have  most  sorts  of  hav>'ks  wild  ; 
we  arc    not    yet    so    genteel  to  tame   any    for  our  use ; 
,    \viid  pidgeons  are  here  in  aboundance  ;  they  breed  up  y^ 
t    'country  some  hundreds  of  miles  of  from  us  Northward, 
f;   ^nd  come  flying  in  great  quaulity  in  y«  Spring,  and  pass 
1     to  y<=  Southward,  and  return  to  us  about  y^  time  our  corn 
■  '   4s  ripe,  and  settle  in  y^   Trees  and  on  y<=  corn  Lands  in 
great  numbers ;  here  are  several  sorts  of  venemous  snakes  ; 
.ye  most  rare  is  y<=  rattle  snake,  whose   poyson  is  not  in 
its  toungue,  but  in  a  small  bladder  within  y-  teeth,  which 
breaks  when  it  bites  ;  a  wound   from  this  snake  cause  ex- 
tiuisite  Torments  and  raving  madness,  and  has  been  thought 
incurable  till  y-   Natives  informed   us  of  an  herb  call'd 
thence  snake  root,  of  which  there  are  two  sorts,  one  white, 
ye  other  red;  it  grows  in  many  places,  and  mostly  where 
It    these  snakes  haunt  most;  it  bears  a  leaf  like  this  ; 
j-«  other  sort  like  a  strawberry;  a  piece  of  this  root, 
ye  white  y<^  best,  if  taken    within  an  hour  or  2  alter 
y'^  hurt,  and  bruised  and  apj.'lycd  outwardi}'  to  y*^  wound, 
/     "cxpclls  presently  y«  pain,  a.nd  y*^  patient  is  well  in  a  day's 
'S    time;  y-  Indians  make  nothing  of  a  bite  from  these  snakes; 
i'    they  will  not  willingly  iiurt  a  man  or  beast,  but  ily  from 
.V    them,  unless  accidentally  trod  on.     I  have  killed  several ; 
'■'■    thty  have  a  sort  ot"  a  scarf  that  grows  on  their  tails,  and  is 
1'    divided  sometimes  into  8  or  9  ])arls,  al/  a  -\  of  an  inch 
n    broad,  which  they  shcdd,  (|.ro1)abiy  with  their  skinns,)  and 
1    being  loose  makes  a  noise   like    a  rattle,  as   they   move 
u    their  bodyes,  from  whence  they  take  y^  name  of  Rattle- 
r    Snake.  .      .    -    ..,.■       ■,  ,    \     i-,  , ,,  v, , 
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Tlie  mnsqueta,  a  small  sort  of  fly,  is  also  voncmous,  has 
a  f^rnall  bod}-  not  much  bi;_'-;;^pr  than  y-  head  of  a  pin,  G 
long  le^LTS,  and  a  trunk  almost  \  of  an  inch  Ion?,  by  w,'^^ 
it  sucks  blood  from  ]\Ian  and  Bca«;t,  and  wherever  it  bites, 
that  part  swells  immediati-ly  itchini!;  extroamly,  which  by 
scratching  often  proves  a  venemous  sore,  but  if  lett  alone 
it  vanishes  quickly. 

Most  sorts  of  Fish  are  here  in  aboundance,  some  not  usual 
in  England  ;  one  sort  call'd  Sheepshead,  from  its  havim; 
tf'cth  ia  its  upper  and  nithcr  jaw  not  unlike  a  sheep,  and 
is  supposed  to  eat  grass  in  y^  bottom  of  y^  rivers,  it  is  in 
shape  something  like  a  bream,  tho'  much  thicker  ;  one 
will  weigh  sometimes  twelve  pound  ;  they  are  taken  here 
by  y<5  sea  side  in  great  quantityes,  in  June.  July,  and  Au- 
gust, with  netts,  and  are  excellent  food  ;  here  is  also  an* 
other  Fish  called  here  black-fish,  is  of  tast  and  shape  not 
unlike  a  Tench,  and  has  also  teeth  like  y«=  Sheepshead,  but 
not  above  one  8th  part  so  big,  is  also  a  Seafish,  and  is  taken 
generally  among  y^  Rocks,  where  sea  grass  grows.  Thf3 
Indians  tell  us  of  several  mediciuall  herbs  excellent  ag* 
green  or  old  sores,  but  are  very  sparing  of  their  informa- 
tion where  they  find  them  ;  some  that  are  conversant  with 
them,  pretend  to  know  them  ;  I  have  heard  of  very  admi- 
rable cures  performed  by  y^  Natives  w"*  herbs.  Shoe- 
mach  and  Saxifras  is  here  in  aboundance  also,  and  most 
sorts  of  Trees  usual  in  England  ;  y  common  sorts  here  are 
Canow  or  white  wood,  (not  unlike  Sjiruce,  being  soft,  but 
of  a  white  colour.)  ^Yalnutt,  red  and  white  Oak;  our  wood  is 
of  shorter  growth  and  by  far  not  so  durable  as  in  England, 
which  we  find  by  experience  ;  a  ship  built  of  European 
Timber  will  last  thrice  as  long  as  one  built  of  this  timber, 
altho'  it  is  n.s  fair  to  y-  Eye.  Doubtless  this  country  has 
Gold  and  Silver,  tlio'  not  any  thing  material  yet  discoverd. 
several  Iron  Mines  arc  here  (of  which  is  made  excellent 
Iron,)  and  other  ponderous  Mineralls,  a  yellow  and  a  myrry 
red  cla}-,  very  good  Marble,  Isinglass  and  several  shining 
Stones,  which  are  most  used  here  for  building.  Our  har- 
bour is  made  by  Long  Island  Soutliward  of  y"  Town,  where 
"y^  tide  fiowes  South  East  makes  high  water  att — a  clock,  at 
full  or  change  :  y"  usual  spring  tides  rise  ab'  9  foot,  un- 
less a  strong  JOasterly  w'ind  blow,  which  considerably 
raises  y^  w^ater,  sometimes  2,  sometimes  3  fool,  or  that 
a  strong  NorAVest  wind  blow  which  decreases  it  as 
much  ;  at  nip  tides  y<^  water  rises  about  7  foot  and  .\,  along 
y«   coast,  and  several   leagues  to  y*^   Eastward,  is  a  con- 
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lifiual  currant  which  runns  commonly  East,  sometimes  morn 
North,  or  South,  y  tide  of  P^looJ  comes  conniioiily  alonu' 
Shore  irom  y^  East  and  by  Souih,  and  y^  tide  of  Ehl)  rims 
airain  W.  by  N.  nearest ;  yc  tide  is  notperceiv'd  id/  3  or  I 
leairues  at  most  of  ye  Shore. 

We  have  little  fishing  on  our  coast  of  at  Sea,  (I  mean 
from  ye  Government  of  New  York,)  altho'  here  is  at  y^ 
Seasons,  cod,  haddock,  herring  and  mackrell.  but  plenty 
of  Fish  at  our  doors  n:akes  us  less  industrious  to  fetch  therii 
from  abroad  ;  all  yc  winter  we  have  Perch  when  y»'  Ice 
hinders  not ;  in  y^  Spring,  Basse  and  Shadds,  wiiich  first 
continue  generally  most  of  y^  Summer,  and  arc  taken  be- 
fore ye  Town,  going  up  ye  River,  into  y«  fresh  water  to 
spawn :  jNIay,  June,  July  and  August,  we  have  those  black- 
fish  and  Sheepsheads  before  mciition'd.  and  a  Sea  Perch, 
which  is  yf"  only  [word  omitted]  which  is  taken  of  \^  coast  in 
8  fathom  vrater.  Sturgeon  is  here  in  aboundance  almost 
all  ye  year,  both  in  Salt  and  fresh  ^^■ater,  but  y^  greatest 
quantity  in  Spring  and  Fall,  altho'  we  cannot  arrive  to  that 
perfection  of  curing  them  as  in  Danzig,  as  we  lye  her*; 
in  ye  Lat:  of  40  Deg:  40  Min:,  we  should  consequently 
have  but  little  hard  ^-inter,  were  it  not  for  those  manv  moun- 
tains and  Lakes  of  fresh  [water]  lying  north  of  us,  which 
engender  strong  Nor-AYest  winds,  which  prove  extream 
boisterous  and  cold,  and  produces  great  Snows  and  hard 
Frosts,  and  is  ye  most  comm.on  wind  we  have  all  ye  win- 
ter long;  Nor-East  winds  are  our  Rainy  winds.  Southerly 
and  South  East  blasting,  tho'  it  seldom  liappens,  all  y 
Summer  long  we  have  little  but  S.  and  S.  S.  E.  winds ; 
our  Sea  brcazes,  w*^''  cools  and  refreshes  ye  air,  and 
makes  ye  heat  tollerable ;  this  country  is  much  subject 
to  thunder  gusts  all  ye  Summer  Iudlt,  rising  in  ye  N.  \Y. 
wilh  extream  gusts,  and  rain  yet  lasts  not  above  7  or  8 
minutes,  tho'  sometimes  half  an  hour.  The  Country  is 
generally  healthy,  tho'  2  years  ago  ye  »Small  Pox,  which  was 
very  mortal,  especially  to  grown  people,  a  sort  of  pleurysye, 
(not  cured  but  increasing  by  bleeding.)  and  violent  fevers 
took  away  a  great  many,  w-^  is  rather  to  be  lookt  upon  as 
a  particular  hand  of  Uod.  than  any  inclination  of  ye  cli- 
mate ;  a  holt  summer,  sometimes  caused  by  ye  v/ant'of  our 
usual  sea  breazes,  causes  violent  fevers,  yet  not  generally 
mortall;  sweating  is  counted  ye  quickest  and  sale  st  rem- 
edy if  ye  Patient  be  not  too  weak  ;  the  Ague  has  been  lately 
ryfe  amongst  us,  tho'  with  much  less  cold  than  in  Euro])C, 
and  ye  most  common  every  other  day. 


'01     ^t  ■'<:I0V    ."JMW 


PA-': 


NEW  TCRK  TN  1602.  219 

The  Natives'  wore  ve.»y  nuiuerous  att  rbe  C}iri>tians  first 
fitfintr  down  here.  Jho'  iiinco,  their  ui'.nibLr  is  much  de- 
creased, by  r?norfs  {'roin  one  uJi^uh'f^d  to  one  :  y^  small 
rox  took  many  of"  them  aAvay  larei},  aud  tliey  yet  dayly  dc- 
crta.se,  some  think  by  their  takeiny  to  drink  rum.  (n  Liijuoi- 
we  have  from  Barbadoe.s,  disiiiied  oil'  their  suirar  caties.) 
which  they  exccediiig-ly  cover. ;  and  v/iil  not  be  satisl'yed  till 
thev  are  very  diank  witli  it.  As  to  their  R;-ii<rion,  they  are 
hcaihons ;  and  thro'  ignorance,  are  scdnced  to  worship 
the  Devil,  wliO.  as  themselves  reporc,  often  appears  to  t!i<'!a 
in  a  shajjc  ;  they  have  some  blind  ajiprehensions  of  a  su[)c- 
riour  being  whom  they  fear,  because  they  think  he  is  able, 
to  do  them  hurt.  I  could  never  observe  any  sett  form  <>( 
Worshipp  amongst  them,  or  any  sett  apart  for  Priests,  tho' 
when  they  go  to  War,  or  i\  ar  some  sudden  destruction,  they 
have  their  pouwaw,  w'"'^  is  more  pro[)erly  a  conjuiation, 
wliere  many  of  them  dance  in  a  ring,  singing,  and  some 
howling  in  Antic  postures,  ^\  hile  others  invoke  their  Mo- 
netto,  or  God,  praying  him  not  to  hart  or  kill  them.  This 
is  perform'd  generally  by  their  Cap''  and  great  Men ; 
formerly,  they  sacrificed  one  another,  which  has  been  dis- 
used now  some  years.  Their  manner  of  habitt  is  y"  JNIen 
naked  except  a  small  peece  of  Duffetts  w^**  comes  be- 
tween tlieir  Legs,  and  is  tyed  with  a  string  ab'  their  loyns 
to  cover  their  secret  parts ;  the  women  have  short  petty- 
coats  of  duffetts  to  their  knees  ;  each  have  a  blankett  or  a 
fato  length  of  duffetts  ab'  their  shoulders  like  a  mantle  ; 
they  have  no  more  in  y^  coldest  wheather  ;  they  anoynt 
their  bodyes  with  bears  greece  to  harden  their  skinn,  that  y^^ 
cold  may  less  penetrate;  they  are  generally  healthy,  lusty 
tall  men  and  women,  strong  bodycd,  rarely  one  crooked 
amongst  tliem.  and  by  wliat  we  can  understand  of  them, 
(for  they  can  neither  read  nor  write.)  some  have  lived  100 
years:  their  women  bring  strong  children,  tho'  not  so 
many  generally  as  Women  in  Europe  ;  they  are  often  dc- 
liver'd  as  they  travel  from  one  place  to  another;  if  they 
find  their  pains  coming,  they  step  aside  under  a  Tree  all 
alone,  and  sometimes  in  less  than  l  an  hour,  they  follow 
their  company  with  their  newborn^babc,  lapp'd  up  in  a 
corner  of  tiicir  blankett,  having  first  washt  that  and  them- 
selves att  ye  next  brookc  of  water  they  come  att ;  their  ehcif 
food  is  31aiz.  or  Indian  Corn,  w'-'''  they  plant ;  it  is  ab.mt 
y<=  bigness  of  a  horse  bean,  is  a  very  'fruitfull  grain  :  one 
corn  planted  often  yielding  2000  fold';  Venison  dryu  in  y 
sun  without  salt,   clams  and  oysters,  also  drycd",   is  I  heir 
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usual  food  for  travelling,  tho'  thoy  p:enerally  ont  y«  {\o'^\ 
of  w  hat  they  kill  by  ye  way,  and  till  lately  did  jiUo  cii 
man's  flesh,  when  they  took  any  ot  their  Enemvs  I'risou- 
cis.  Their  houscing  where  they  reside  arc  most  Ilutts  or 
Wigwams  as  they  call  them,  with  long  thin  poles  benf, 
and  both  ends  stuck  in  ye  ground  arch  manner,  not  unlike' 
our  Arbers  in  England,  and  these  covered  with  baric,  makc- 
ing  their  tire  und-r  it ;  in  their  travells  they  only  cut't  down 
a  lew  boughs,  sticking  them  in  y^  ground  to  windward. 
•      ,,  anti  makeing  a  good  lire,  lye  down  to  sleep  on  v^  bare  eaith, 

covering   themselves    with   ye    blanketts;    tliev   irenerally 
carry  their  utensills  with   them,   ye   Mow   witli    his    gun, 
■   hatchet,  and_  knife,  yc   woman  a   kettle,  a  small  wooden 
j   y'-j  dish,  and  their  dryed  provision   and  some   maiz  ;   to  grind 

•    ••  their  corn  they  use   only   2   stones  to  pound  it.  and  then 

b(.yl  it  with  water  and  so  cat  it ;  they  are  generally  of  iro  ,d 
natural  parts,  strong  memories  and  very  apprehensive; 
they  trouble  themselves  not  about  Religion  •  their  languages 
are  dilTerent  each  nation,  as  there  are,  I  believe.  10  or 
12;  have  their  peculiar  speech,  tho'  they  have  a  Lingua 
Franca,  (as  I  may  call  it,)  by  which  they  all  understand  one 
another.  Their  Avomcn  are  obliged  to  prepare  their  Land, 
and  plant  their  corn  ;  ye  Men  hunt  and  provide  provisions, 
which  ye  women  again  must  carry  ;  they  have  a  sort  of 
Despotic  Government  among  them  by  a  fc^acamaker,  who 
is  over  their  nation ;  his  word  is  a  law,  tho'  in  cases  of 
great  consequence,  all,  both  Men  and  Women,  are  often 
consulted ;  they  are  very  cruel  in  their  Warrs,  tormenting 
.  and  often  burning  their  prisoners  in  cold  blood;  if  any  ot 
iheiii  have  lost  a  friend  or  llelalion  in  ye  Warns,  y*'  others 
^  ofter  their  Prisoners  to  such,  as  if  a  Man  has  lost  his  Son, 

«  a  J'ri'-oner  is  olTered  to  him.    If  he  will  accept  y*^'  Prisoner 

as  his  Son,  ye  loss  is  supposed  to  be  made  up,  and  y  per- 
son so  taken  islooktupon  in  all  respects  as  ye  Uelatiun  lost, 
but  if  he  refuses,  ye  Prisoner  must  immediatidy  be  burnt, 
and  this  sentence  is  irrevocable.  They  labour  not  much,  but 
in  absolute  necessity,  are  generally' lazy,  affect  not  any 
S])orts,  but  mostly  employ  thrm.selvcs  in  hunting  and  lish- 
ing,  in  which  they  are  very  dexterous,  and  as  good  marks- 
men as  most  Christians;  they  have  no  occasion  to  preserve 
any  Ibod  unless  for  their  journeys,  haveing  always  game 
enough  in  yf  woods, — finis. 
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PREFACE. 


It  has  been  a  matter  of  regret  with  those  most  interest- 
ed ill  the  progress  of  historical  studies  among  us,  that  the 
series  of  Collections  have  not  been  more  regularly  publish- 
ed, and  especially  that  so  long  an  interval  has  been  suffered 
to   elapse  since  the  issue  of  the  first  volume  of  the  new 
series.     The  success  which  has  attended  the  endeavors  to 
infuse  new  life  and  spirit  into  the  action  of  the  Society,  and 
to  enlarge  the  sphere  of  its  influence  and  usefulness,  has 
seemed  to  reprove  the  delay  in  the  discharge  of  this  impor- 
tant branch  of  its  duties.      In  order,  therefore,  to  secure 
the  publication  of  such  materials  as  are  otherwise  not  well 
preserved,  or  easily  accessible  to  the  public,  the  Society, 
at  its  meeting  in  June,  1847,  ordered  that  the  Executive 
Conunittee  be  directed,  thereafter,  before  the  meeting  of  the 
Soci(iy  in  .laiuiary  of  each  year,  to  cause  to  be  prepared  and 
published  at  least  one  part  or  number,  of  which  two  should 
form  a  volume,  of  Collections  of  the  Society,  to  be  similar  in 
style  lo  the  first  volume  of  the  new  series,  and  to  be  in  con- 
tinuation of  the  same,  to  consist  of  original  contributions,  or 
selected  matter,  as  they  may  sec  fit.     To  this  end  they  were 
aut!iori/ed  to  call  in  the  assistance  of  other  memljers,  and 
to  make  such  arrangements  for  printing  atid  publishing  as 
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miaht  f;c  deemed  best  for  the  intrrost  of  !l;c  S(u  i.'v  ;\i».! 
th»>  in^iirinp:  an  extensive  ciiciilaMon.  In  ficcord.-inof  w  ii!, 
tliese  instructions,  tlic  Executive  Committee  caused  tii.>  \li.i 
part  of  the  present  volume  to  be  published  in  IS  13,  \vhic!i  i> 
now  completed  ])y    he  publicaliou  of  the  second. 

It  is  believed  that  there  is  no  ."^tate  in  the  Union,  i;,r 
the  illu-tratiou  of  whose  history,  riclier  materials  hav.> 
been  gathered,  than  tlie  State  of  ?:cw  York— indeei!,  it  i-^ 
a  matter  of  no  slight  difiiculty  to  sclcrt,  iVom  so  niu'-:! 
that  is  interesting  and  important.  It  will  be  ob^-(  rved  that 
the  principal  portion  of  the  present  volume,  like  the  ]  r.- 
ccding,  is  devoted  to  the  history  of  New  Netherland :  and  v. f 
may  congratulate  ourselves  that  this  period  so  long  re^-ard- 
ed  as  obscure,  dry  and  uninteresting,  is  likely  to  prove,  in 
our  present  lights,  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  instruc- 
tive. The  influences  which  can  be  traced,  as  flowing  fro:;i 
these  primitive  fountains,  tlsrough  the  subsequent  periods  of 
our  history,  modifying  institutions,  character  and  manner.-. 
have  avalue  jn  the  eyes  of  the  hirjtoiical  student,  \^hich  is  not 
lessened  by  the  obscurity  in  which  they  are  generally  involv- 
ed: and  the  committee  congratulate  themselves  and  the  So- 
ciety, that,  v.'hile  they  are  not  forgetful  of  the  general  objeo's 
of  fiU'ir  assdciation,  they  are  (Miabh  d  to  jioiat  \\ith  becomin:,' 
pride  to  their  successful  endeavors  to  rescue  the  lastperi>h- 
ing  memorials  of  the  earliest  history  of  the  commonwealth, 
whose  position,  cliaracter  and  influence,  have  alike  con- 
tributed to  make  her  the  Empire  Statf. 

Ji;ne:   1849. 


^'   •.'      it!-  .ni 

.!■;'■■•■       ;     (J 


i     ■!>■'' 


CON  T  E  NT  S. 


\ 


I.  Outline  of  the  Constitutional  History  of  New  York,  (Anniversary 

Address,  1S47.)     By  Benjajiin  Franklin  Butler,  .         .         9 

II.  Memoir,  on  Xames,  read  before  tlie  Society,  December  oL  181G. 

Ey  Egi.e,-;t  Di:.N-.v;,.v, •     '7 

III.  Narrative  oi"  ilie  Expedition  of  tiie  Marquis  de  Nonville  against 

the  Senecas,  in  1G87,  translated  from  the  French,  with  an 
introductory  notice  and  notes.     By  Oesamus  II.  ?.lAKsnALL,     .     149 

IV.  Correspondence  between  Lieut.  Gov.  Cadwallader  Colden  and 

William  Smith,  Jr.,  the  Historian,  respecting;  certain  alleged 
errors,  and  misstatements  in  the  History  of  New  York,  >fcc.      .     193 
V.  Letter  from  Edmc.nd  Bl-rki:,  respecting  the  effect  of  the  Quebec 

Bill  upon  the  Boundary  of  New  York 215 

VI.  Remarks  upon  the  British  Expedition  to  Danbury,  in  1777,  as 
narrated  in  chap.  ii.  vol.  iii.  of  ^Larshall's  Lii'e  of  Washing- 
ton.    By  Ellsiia  D.  Vv'nixrr.fS!;-,   ....  .227 
VII.  New  York  in  1G92.     By  CnARi.Es  Lodwick,         .         .         .         .241 

Vin.  The  Representation  of  New  Ncthfrlnnd,  concerning  its  I,oca- 
tion,  Productiveness  and  Poor  Condition.  Translated  from 
the  Dutch,  with  Explanatory  Note.^,  by  IIenut  C.  Mcrpuy,     .     251 

V  IX.  New  Neiherland  in  lfi-.27  Letter  from  Isaack  de  Rasieres  to 
Samuel  Dlomniacrt,  found  in  the  Royal  Library  at  the  Hague, 
and  transmitted  by  Dr.  ?.I.  F.  A.  G.  Campbell  to  the  N.  Y. 
Historical  Society.     Translated  from  the  original  Dutch,  by 

J.  ROVEV.S  FrOI)II|:A!'.      . VA3 


/ 


VI  CONTRNTS. 

X.  Memoir  on  the    Early  Colonization 'of   New  Nethtrland,     !.v 

John  Romey.v  Bi;odiiead 3;,;^ 

XI.  Hudson's  Voy;ige  in  1C03.  Extract  from  "  Verliael  van  de 
eerste  Schip-vaert  der  Hollandsche  nide  Zee:ishe  Schopen 
door't  Way-Gat  by  Noorden  Xoorwegen,  Moscovien,  ende 
Tartarian  oni.na  de  Coiiinckrychen  Cathay  ende  China  :  &c. 
&.C.:  't  Amsterdam,  voor  Joost  Ilartger;--,  &c.,  1G43,  in  4°'' 
Transmitted  to  the  New  York  Ili.-torical  Society,  by  Dr.  M. 
F.  A.  G.  CA-.trr.ELL,  at  the  Hague.     Translated  by  J.  Ro- 

StEYN  Br.ODIIEAD, 3G7 

XII.  E.\tracts  from  De  Lnet  and  Ait7ema,  relating  to  New  Nether- 
lanJ.  Translated  by  J.  Romey.v  Brohiiead  and  Tiio.m.\s  Dr. 
Witt.  D.  D.,  .        . 371 

XIII.  History  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  wiih   Notices  of  some  of 

ltd   most    distinguished    Memliers,    (Anniversary    Discourse, 
1843.)     By  Charles  King, 33] 

XIV.  Table  of  the  lulled  and  Wounded  in  the  War  of  ]<>;i2.     Com- 

piled during  the  War.     By  William  Jay,       .         .         .         .447 
XV.  Memoir  of  Tlieophiias  Eaton,  the  Fir--t  Governor  of  the  Colony 

of  New  Haven.     By  Jacob  Bailey  Moor.E,     ....     4G7 


■I  Aid. 


... ./  .1 


O  F  F  I  C  E  R  S 

OF  THE 

NEW-YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY^ 

K  L  E  C  T  E  D    J  A  N  U  A  R  Y,    1  8  4  y. 


PRESIDENT- 

ALBERT  G  A  L  L  A  T I N,  L  L.  D. 

FIRST  VICE  PRESIDENT, 

LUTHER    B  RADISH. 

SECOND  VICE  PRESIDENT, 

T  H  O  ^I  A  S  D  E  W  IT  T,  D.  D. 

FOREIGN  COKKESPONDING  SECRETARY, 

JOHN  RUSSELL  BARTLETT. 

DOMESTIC  CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY, 

JAMES  WILLIAM  BEEKMAN. 

RECORDING    SECRETARY, 

ANDREW    W^ARNER. 

TREASrRER, 

WILLIAM  CHAUNCEY. 

LIBRARIAN, 

JACOB    BAILEY    MOORE. 


J  EXECUTIVE  COMJUTTFE. 

\VILLIA:\I  W.  CAMPBELL,  Chairman. 
EDWARD  ROIUNSON,  D.  D. 
FREDERIC  Di:  REYSTER, 
.   AUGUSTUS  ^CIIELL, 
MARSHALL  S.  BIDWELL, 
BENJAMIN  II.  FIELD, 
GEORGE  II.  MOORE,  Secretary. 

The  ofRcere  of  the  Society  are  members,  ex  uffieio,  odhe  E-tecutire  Conirailtce. 


7  ."f  /I 


;.i,.rr 


i/^  /.  c 


Itir  The  Rooms  of  the  Nr.w  York  Historical  Society  are  in  the  University 
Buililiii^,  and  are  open  daily,  exclusively  to  members,  and  strangers  who  may  be 
introduced  by  members.  Stated  meetings  of  tlie  Society  are  held  on  the  first 
Tuesday  evening   of  every  month,  excepting    July,  August,   and    September. 

The  Library  now  contains  about  12,000  printed  volumes,  several  thousand 
pamphlets,  ]r)UO  volumes  of  Nesvspapers,  2000  IMaps  and  Charts,  nearly  15,000 
IManuscripts,  and  a  valuable  cabinet  of  coins,  medals,  busts,  portraits  and  ciiri- 
csiiifs.  The  Society  has  published  seven  volumes  of  Collections,  and  six  vol- 
Dinca  of  its  Proceedings,  for  the  years  1843,  '44,  '43,  '4G,  '47  and  '46. 
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INI'RODUCTORY    NOTE 


Although  the  existence  of  New-Netherland  as  an  American 
dependency  of  Nctherland,  had  been  made  known  by  ditlerent 
publications,  such  as  the  Histori.sche  Verhael  of  VVassenaer,  the 
Nientce  Wereldt  of  l)e  Laet,  tlie  Voyagiens  of  De  Vries,  the  Welt, 
heschreihung  of  the  Blaeus,  and  others  of  a  like  character,  no  dis- 
tinct work  on  the  country  was  printed  until  the  year  1050.  In 
that  year  appeared  at  the  Hague  a  small  quarto  tract  of  forty-nine 
pages  with  the  title  of  Vertooch  van  Nieu  Nederlaxd  weghens  de 

GhELEGEXTHEYDT,  VrUCHTBAEUHYDT,  ex  SoBEREX  StAET  DESSELFSi 

As  this  woik  was  the  first  in  point  of  time  to  record  the  early 
annals  of  Nsw-Netherland  and  the  acts  of  a  dynasty  which  claimed 
for  half  a  century,  sovereignly  and  exclusive  jurisdiction  over  the 
greater  portion  of  what  now  constitutes  six  states  of  this  Confed* 
eraoy,  so  is  it  also  the  original  printed  source  from  which  sub- 
sequent  writers  have  drawn  many  of  their  facts  in  relation  to  tiiat 
period  of  the  history  of  those  states.  Yet  strange  to  say,  it  would 
seem  that  of  the  multitude  v/ho  have  thus  written  only  Van  der 
Donck,  Acrelius,  O'Callaghan  and  perhaps  one  or  two  others  ever 
saw  the  book  upon  which  they  thus  relied.  It  may  not  be  a  matter 
of  surprise  that  American  authors  should  have  been  satisfied  to  take 
at  second  hand,  from  a  work  wj  ilten  in  a  difierent  language  from  their 
own,  and  that  language  one  not  much  in  vogue  ;  but  in  truth  there 
is  a  good  excuse  for  this  seeming  remissness  on  the  part  of  both  Dutch 
and  American  writers,  in  the  fact  that  until  recently,  the  original 
work  has  not  for  many  years  been  known  to  exist  to  which  they  could 
refer.  Besides  the  copy  from  which  the  followinct  translation  has 
been  made  only  one  other  is  to  be  found  in  this  country,  and  that  is 
in  the  library  of  New  York  Historical  Society.     Botii  of  these  have 
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only  lately  come  to  light.     A  manuscript   copy  taken  from  tlie  I 

oritrinal  document  which  was  presented  to  t])e  Slates  General,  is  ; 

arnonf  the  transcripts  made  by  Mr.  llrodhead  for  the  State  of  .\'-w 
Vurk,  from  tlie  Holland  archives.*  Its  rarity  in  Europe  may  le 
inferred  from  the  fact  that  the  industrious  Ebeling  mentions  it  us 
probably  a  printed  document,  and  Lambrechtsen,  the  late  Dutch  | 

historian  of  New-Netherland,  says  that  notwithstanding  repeated  | 

efibrts  he  had  bi^en  unable  to  obtain  possession  of  it.     No  apology  | 

therefore  is  deemed  necessary  for  this  attempt  to  give  it  publicity  | 

in  an  English  dress.  I 

The  true  value  of  this  historical  relic  consists  in  its  being  a  con-  | 

temporaneous  relation  of  events  in  New  Nctherland,  by  eleven  per-  | 

sons  who  resided  there,  and  who  represented  the  entire  population  ' 

of  New  Amsterdam  and  the  Dutch  towns  of  Long  Island,  and  were 
therefore  cognizant  of  the  matters  stated  in  it  either  of  their  own 
knowledge  or  from  others  who  were  concerned  in  them.     It  was 
written  to  be  presented  to  the  States  General,  with  a  view  of  obtain- 
ing a  redrcfs  of  certain  grievances  of  which  the  people  complained,  | 
and  is  accordingly  generally  known  as  the  Remonstrance  of  Nem  | 
Nethcrland,  and  is  so  referred  to  by  most  writers.     But  in  truth  it  g 
is  much  more  than  a  remonstrance.     In  order  to  give  it  efTect  as  a                    | 
petition  for  relief,  it  was  necessary  that  the  value  and  importance  | 
of  the  country  should  be  set  forth,  and  that  the  rights  of  the  Fatlier-  ! 
land  to  dominion  over  it  and  the  encroachments  of  other  powers 
upon  it,  should  be  shown.     In  this  Avay  not  only  the  sense  of  justice 
and  sympathy  of  the  government  would  be  excited,  but  the  pride  of 
Netherlandersand  a  regard  for  their  interest  would  be  aroused.    The 
work  was  therefore  so  prepared  ;  and  it  accordingly  may  properly 
be  divided   into  three  parts,  the  first  giving  a  description  of  the 
natives   and  of  the  physical  features  of  the  country,  the  second 
being  a  relation  of  the  events  connected  with   its  settlement  by 
Europeans,  and  the  third  forming  a  remonstrance  against  the  policy 
and  acts  of  the  "West  India  Company  at  home  and  its  governors,  or 
Directors  General  as  they  were  called,  in  this  country.     In  regard 
to  its  authenticity  it  may  be  observed,  that  the  documents  which 
have  within  the  last  forty  years  been  made  accessible  lo  the  public, 
fully  corroborate    its  statements  of  all  those  matters  which  arc 
purely  historical  and  not  connected  with  the  points  of  complaint, 

•  Secretary  of  !?tate's  Ofiice,  Albany.     Hullaiid  Docunienis  Vol.  IV.  p.  71. 
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and  as  to  those  points  the  facts  for  the  the  most  part  were  not  dis- 
puted, aud  only  alleged  to  be  perverted. 

It  was  probably  written  by  Adrian  vander  Donck.     Ho  at  least 
composed  the  original  journal  from  which  it  was  derived,  as  appears 
in  the  work  itself.     That  it  is  not  in  the  form  in  which  it  was  when 
seized  by  Stuyvesant  is  manifest  from  the  re(!ord,  which  is  still 
preserved  at  Albany,  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Director  and  Coun- 
cil on  that  occasion.     It  was  nevertheless  the  document  of  the 
Nine  Men,  a  body,  selected  by  the  Director  and  Council  from  double 
that  number  of  persons,  nominated  by  the  people,  for  the  purpose  of 
aiding   the    administration   in  raising   money   for   public   objects 
from  the  inhabitants,  though  the  purpose  was  declared  in  general 
terms  to  be  to  confer   with  it  upon  the  best  means  of  promoting 
the  prosperity  of  the  country  aud  of  the  inhabitants.     The  restric- 
tions upon  trade  which  it  was  the  policy  of  the  West  India  Company 
to  impose,  had  injuriously  alfected  the  interests  of  the  freemen  of 
New   Netherland,  by  retarding  population  and  restraining  enter, 
prise  ;  and  the  elected  Nine  Mdn  were  not  long  in  directing  their 
attention  to  some  mode  of  relief.     A  deputation  to  Holland  was 
proposed  by  them   and  seconded  by  the   Director  General ;  but 
when  they  sought  to  present   tleir  grievances  in  their  own  way, 
without  consulting  Stuyvesant,  he  insisted  that  the  petition  should 
be  made  through  him.     It  was  imposi:ible  for  them  to  set  forth  their 
grievances    without  arraigning  the   acts  of  the  Director  himself, 
however  guiltless,  regarded  as  the  minister  of  the  Company,  he 
might  be,  and  as  they  were  probably  instigated  by  two  or  three  in- 
'  dividuals,  who  had  private  griefs  of  their  own,  to  speak  the  more 
harshly  of  him,  they  wore  not  disposed  to  make  the  communication 
in  the   majmer  he  desired.     The  consequence  was  a  quarrel,  as 
detailed  in  the  work,  between  thc^m  and  the  Director.     As  their  ap- 
pointment was  first  made  in  September,  1G47,  and  six  of  them  went 
out  of  office  annually,  a  new  appuintment  was  made  before  the  matter 
was  settled  ;  and    probably  the   reason  of  eleven  signing  the  doc- 
ument  was,  that  some  of  the  old  as  well  as  the  new  members  united 
in  the  proceeding.     The  deputation  consisting  of  Van  der  Donck,. 
Jacob  van  Couwenhoven  and  J?n  Evertsen-bout,  three  of  tlie  Col- 
lego,  sailed  for  Holland  in  Au;?u3t,  1U49,  with  the  Remonstrance  j 
whither  Stuwesant  had  already  despatched  his  Secretary,  Cornells 
van  Tienhoven,  who  in  duo  tinia  presented  to  the  States  General, 
an  answer  to  the  several  specifications  of  complaint. 
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In  regard  to  the  strictures  contained  in  tlie  Remonstrance,  upon 
the  cnduct  of  the  Directors  General,  it  must  in  justice  to  tliem  bo 
remarked,  that  while  they  exerted  their  authority  with  rijjor  and  not 
'  in  consonance  with  the  more  liberal  notions  of  popular  right  at  the 

•'  present  day,  they  appear,  from  their  correspondence,  still  preservod 

^  at  Albany,  with  the  West  India  Company,  to  have  acted  for  the 

'  most  part  under  positive  orders,  and  in  accordance,  when  they  had 

■  no  directions  from  the  Company,  with  the  spirit  of  their  general 

'  instructions.     The  weakness    of  New  Netherland  in  men,  and  in 

*    ■       those  internal  resources  which,  in  the  absence  of  restrictions  upon 
'  individual  enterprise  and  in  the  existence  of  a  government  which 

affords  security  to  life  and  property,  naturally  grow  up,  became 
more  and  more  apparent  as  the  encroachments  of  its  neighbors  in- 
creased.  It  was  a  sense  of  this  weakness  that  originated  the  com- 
plaints which,  when  they  came  to  be  made  to  the  government  at 
home,  had  to  be  formed  into  specific  charges,  which  necessarily 
placed  the  Directors  in  an  unenviahle  light,  being  apparently  the 
immediate  authors  of  the  grievances  set  forth.  The  real  ditnculty 
however,  and  the  fault  were  in  the  management  of  the  Company, 
which  had  taken  possession  of  New  Netherland  for  commercial 
purposes  only,  and  which  therefore  had  in  view  the  planting  of  a 
colony  for  the  Netherland  nation  merely  as  an  ancillary  to  their 
profit.  This  was  obvious  when  the  condition  of  New  Netherland 
was  compared  with  that  of  the  neighboring  colonics  ;  but  in  making 
at  this  day  a  comparison  of  its  condition  at  that  time  with  that  of  the 
adjoining  colonies  of  the  English  the  distinction,  in  justii;e  to  the 
Dutch  of  New  Netherland,  should  be  ever  borne  in  mind,  that 
although  both  the  English  and  Dutch  colonies  sprang  alike  from  the 
enterprise  of  incorporated  companies  of  private  adventurers,  yet  the 
object  of  the  Engli'^a  vras  not  a  purely  commercial  speculation  as 
was  that  of  the  Dutch,  and  that  while  the  Dutch  Company  con- 
tinued i''5  control  over  its  colony  until  its  subjugation  by  the  English, 
the  Companies  of  the  latter,  at  a  very  early  period,  and  many  years 
before  that  event,  had  been  dissolved  in  pursuance  of  a  wiser 
policy, — looking  to  the  growth  and  importance  of  their  American 
possessions, — on  the  part  of  the  British  government. 

The  proceedings  of  the  deputation  on  its  reaching  Holland  may 
be  well  gathered  from  the  letters  of  the  West  India  Company  to  tlie 
Director.  The  Company  felt  that  the  causes  of  complaint  were  at 
their  own  door  and  not  at  that  of  Stuyvesant,  and  though  they 
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thought  that  ia  seme  cases,  exposed  by  the  remonstratits,  he  had 
exceeded  his  instructions,  they  yot  stood  nobly  by  him.     "  The 
Deputies,"  they  wrile  to  him  on  the  IGth  Fc-b.,  1050,  ■'  provided 
with  letters  of  credit  and  recommendaiion  to  the  Department  of 
Amsterdam,  kept  them  back  for  nine  or  ten  \ve:ks  and  presented 
themselves  first  to  the  States  General,  expecting  to  succeed  before 
the  Managers  would  kuov,-  of  it.     Failing  there,  they  addressed 
themselves  to  th.?  States  of  Guelderiand,  where  they  belched  out 
their  calumnies.     They  ^/ould  have   caused  us  a  great  deal  of 
trouble  had  we  not  bridled  their  mouths.     The  name  of  New  Neth- 
erland  was  scarcely  ever  rnenaoned  before,  and  now  ii  would  seem 
as  if  heaven  and  earth  were  i.iterested  in  it."     Again,  Oii  the  15th 
of  April,  they  say,  "  we   Iiave  before  explained  at  large  how  the 
Deputies  strove  by  many  suspicious  means  to  attain  their  object 
indirectly,  and  had  succeeded  so  far  in  covering  their  calumnies 
tinder  a  thick  veil  of  iriuh  as  to  impose  upon  many  of  the  better 
class,  so  that  the  matter  seemed  to  assume  a  perilous  aspect  both 
for  your  Honor's   reputation  and  the  interests  of  the  West  India 
Company,  particularly  of  the  chamber  of  Amsterdam.     A  great 
flare  up  was  indeed  apprehended  but  it  was  prevented  by  the  pru- 
dent conduct  of  the  committee  of  their  High  I^iightinesses,  who  dis. 
covered  a  remedy  which  ought  to  give  contentment  to  both  parties, 
until  further  provision  shall  be  made.     We  send  you  a  copy  of  this 
resolution,  from  which  you  may  learn  what  vexations  we  have  suf- 
fered,  and  how  full  of  danger  it  is  to  irritate  a  furious  multitude." 
The  resolution  of  the  States  General  thus  sent  to  Stuyvesant,  which 
was  merely  the  projet  of  reforms  recommended  by  the  committee, 
condemned  the  Indian  war  brought  on  by  Kicft,  and  required  for 
the  future  that  no  similar  war  should  be  undertaken  without  the 
knov/ledge  of  the  States  General ;  it  provided  lliat  the  trade  in  guns 
and  ammunition,  with  the  Indians,  should  be  gradually  abolished, 
that  the  fortifications  should  be  kept  in  repair,  that  no  cattle  should 
be  exported  from  New  Netherland,  that  the  Council  should  be  re- 
organized and  Stuyvesant  ordered  home  to  give  an  account  of  his 
administration,  that  a  Court  of  Justice  should  be  erected  for  the 
province,  r.nd  a  city  government  established  in  New  Amsterdam, 
and  that  two  ships  should  be  annually  employed  in  transporting  per- 
sons  immigrating  to  New  Netherland.     In  order  to  give  ellecl  to 
this  resolution  the  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  the  managers  of  all 
the  Chambers  of  the  West  India  Company  was  necessary.     The 
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Chamber  of  Amsferdam,  to  which  was  entrusted  the  control  of  the 
affliirs  of  New  Netherland,  resisted  its  adoption,  and  thus  the  whole 
subject  slept  for  two  years,  during  which  time  two  of.  the  deputies 
returned  home,  leaving  Van  der  Donck  alone  in^  Holland  to  press 
upon  the  States  General  the  complaints  already  made  and  others 
arising  under  new  cases  of  grievance.  The  Chamber  of  Amsterdam 
finally,  however,  conceded  a  municipal  government  to  New  Am- 
sterdam,  and  also  some  changes  in  the  duties  and  in  the  regulations 
of  trade,  the  establishment  of  a  school  and  other  minor  reforms; 
and  thus  terminated  what  threatened  to  be  a  serious  business  for 
their  interests  in  New  Netherland. 

Van  der  Donck  remained  in  Holland  until  the  summer  of  1653 
when  he  returned  to  New  Netherland.  He  had  employed  himself 
in  the  meantime  in  \vriting  his  description  of  New  Netherland,  and  in 
May  of  that  year  secured  a  copy-right  for  the  work  ;  though  it  was 
not  then  published.  He  evidently  contemplated  an  addition  to  it 
which  was  never  made,  embracing  a  history  of  the  colony  ;  for  on 
his  return  home  the  Company  wrote  to  Stuyvesant  that  he  had  ap- 
plied  for  permission  to  examine  the  papers  in  the  office  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  New  Netherland,  to  complete  the  history  which  he  had 
undertaken  to  write  ;  which  application  they  referred  to  the  Direc- 
tor, advising  him  to  give  the  permission  but  so  that  it  should  not  be 
abused  and  that  "  the  company'?  own  weapons  should  not  be  turn- 
ed against  itself,  and  new  trout !'■  3  raised  to  its  annoyance."  Stuy- 
vesant probably  did  not  encou-age  the  application.  The  work 
appeared  ialC55,  with  tiie  sanction  of  the  Chamber  of  Amsterdam, 
in  a  small  quarto  of  100  pages,  with  the  pictorial  view  of  New  Am- 
sterdam wliich  Mr.  iMoulton  has  prefixed  to  the  second  part  of  his 
Jiistory.  A  second  edition  was  published  in  the  following  year, 
with  the  map  but  without  the  view.  Neither  of  them  contains  the 
history  of  New  Netherland;  th'Ugh  both  refer  those  who  wish  to 
be  informed  in  regard  to  it  to  the  Vertoogh,^  of  the  descriptive  por- 

•  The  chapter  of  Van  der  Donck  containing  this  reference  is  entirely  omitted 
in  the  published  translation  o.'" General  Johnson.     We  therefore  translate  it  here. 

"  The  Netherianders  the  first  Possessors  of  New  Netherla^td. 

"  Although  the  pos=espion  and  title  which  the.  Netheriandershave  to  New  Neth- 
erland is  amply  treated  of,  in  their  length  nnd  breadth,  in  the  Representation  of  the 
CoramonnZ^y,  and  little  more  can  be  said  iii  relation  to  them  unless  access  be  had  to 
the  Registers  of  the  Hononiblc  West  loL'ia  Company,  '5\-e  will  nevertheless  touch 
upon  them  brisfJy,  e«p«*fij«f.    When  this  country  was  first  discovered  by  tho 
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tion  of  which  the  work  of  Van  der  Donck  is  in  fact  merely  an 
oniplification. 

In  IG.'il  iippeared  at  Amsterdam  a  work  entitled  '■  Beschreibung 
van  Virginia,  Nieuw  Nrdeilnnd,  Nieuw  Engehnul ;"  and  in  1662 
enother  with  the  title  of  ^' Korl  Verhael  van  Nieu  Nederlaiidl  ;" 
both  of  which  are  compilations,  from  the  Vertoo<^h  and  other  publi- 
cations. The  Kort  Verhael  was  published  by  the  Burgomasters 
of  Amsterdam,  on  the  occasion  of  the  transfer  of  the  South  river 
and  its  adjacent  country  to  tiiat  city,  by  the  West  India  Company, 
and  was  intended  to  invite  the  attention  of  emigrants  to  the  new 
acquisition,  which  is  described  in  very  flattering  terms,  at  the  ex. 
pense  of  the  North  river,  against  which  the  constant  aggressions  of 
the  English  are  urged  as  a  strong  objection.  It  was  by  means  of 
these  works  that  the  Verloogh  becaitle  more  known.  The  description 
of  New  Netherland,  printed  in  the  first  volume  of  the  new  series 
of  the  Collections  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  from  the  Du 
Simitiere  MSS.  i^  derived  from  the  Verloogh. 

In  regard  to  the  version  of  the  Verloogh  now  made,  it  may  be  ob- 
served that  the  aim  has  6een  rather  at  correctness  in  interpretation 
than  elegance  in  expression,  and  it  has  therefore  been  deemed  proper 

Netherlnnders,  in  the  year  160D,  and  it  was  told  them  by  the  natives  that  they 
were  the  first  Christian  explorers  in  that  region,  they  took  possession  of  it  in  the 
name  and  on  behalf  of  their  fligh  Mi<5hlinesses,  the  Lords  ihc  Stales  General  o 
the  United  Netherlands,  first  ii  the  South  Bay  at  Cape  Hinloopen,  which  ihey  sc 
called  at  that  time,  and  which  still  retains  that  name,  and  so  all  along  the  coast 
and  up  the  rivers,  giving  names  to  the  ditferent  places,  as  far  as  iho  great  North 
River,  a  great  distance  up  which  ihey  sailed,  and  which  some  of  the  English  wil* 
still  call  Hudson's  river,  but  which  was  then  named  Mauritius  river,  after 
Prince  Maurice,  who  at  that  time  was  Governor  in  Netherland  ;  from  thence  they 
Eailed  further  along,  till  tlie)'  went  beyond  Cape  Cod,  of  which  they  also  took 
possession,  and  wiiich  they  named  New  Holland  ;  and  our  Neiherlanders  have 
sailed  there  and  traded  at  the  same  places  thus  taken  into  possession,  from  time 
to  time,  since  then  until  tiie  cliarter  was  granted  to  the  West  Indian  Company, 
when  they  passed  under  its  jurisdiction.  And  although  before,  we  had  th«re  in 
our  favor  the  circumstances  of  tons,  families  and  cattle,  yet  since  the  year  1G22 
several  forts  have  been  built,  farms  and  plantations  taken  up,  much  of  ihe  land 
bought  of  the  natives,  and  other  tokens  of  possession  shown,  as  is  to  he  f<-er\  at 
length  in  the  Ixejiresentation  of  the  Commcmaltij  of  New  2^ether]and,  to  which 
we  refer  the  curious  reoder.  It  is  llierelore  unusual,  unhand^^ome  and  unreas- 
onable for  any  other  nation  to  assert  title  or  jurisdiction  over  these  places  or  over 
those  situated  between  such  as  werefiist  discovered  by  the  NetherlanJera." 
SECOND  SERIES,  VOL.   H.  19 
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lo  follow  more  closely  than  would  otlierwise  have  been  done,  tli<j 
lanijuage  of  the  original,  and  to  adopt,  in  many  cases,  the  forms  nf 
construction  and  turns  of  thought  of  the  writer,  contrary  to  tin- 
English  idiom.  The  marginal  summary  in  the  printed  copy  is 
confined  to  that  part  which  treats  of  the  causes  of  the  decline  ofiU- 
country  ;  but  in  the  manuscript  transcribed  by  Mr.  Brodhead,  and 
followed  in  this  particular  in  the  following  translation,  it  is  carried 
throughout  the  whole  work. 
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LOCATION,  PRODUCTIVENESS,  AND  POOR  CONDITION. 


Among  all    tlie    people  in  the  world,  industrious  in  7*^^  ^'^"'"' 

,   .  .     r         •  T         -  '11  1  ,        landors     .iru 

seeking  out  foreign  lanas,  navigable  waters  and  trade,  anent.•r|.ri^- 
those  who  bear  the    name  ol  Netherlanders,  will  veiy  s"ekin'g''ou't 
ea.sily  hold   their  place  wiiu  the  firtit,  as  is  suincienily  [Zt"^^  coip- 
known   to  all  those  who  ha-re  in  any  Vvise  sah/'ed  the  merce. 
threshold  of  history,  and  as  will  also  be  confirmed  by 
tlie  following  relation.     The  country  of  which  we  pro-  ^rtami '"^'was 
pose  to  speak,  was  first  discovered  in  the  year  of  our  ^11]^  In  The 
Lord   1G09,  by  the   ship    Ha!f-Moon,  of  which    Henry  ye^irwwhy 
Hudson  was  master  and  supercargo — at  the  expense  of  mive-.)hcn 
the  chartered  East  India  Company,  though  in  search  of 
a  different  object.*     It  was  subsequently  called  New  ^'^^  Netii- 
Netherland  by  our  people,   and  very  justly,  as  it  was  socMied"'- 
first  discovered  and  possessed   by  Netherlanders,  and  at  irk"^!\ethor- 
their  cost ;  so  that  even  at  the  present  dav,  those  na-  '^"'^  '"  '"'" 

J.-  /-.I  .  1  fi  .  ^   11  '      ,  ny  respects. 

lives  ot  the  country  who  are  so  old  as  to  recollect  when 
the  Dutch  ships  first  came  here,  declare  that  when  they  when    the 
saw  them,  they  did  not  know  what  to  make  of  them,  J"wTship' 
and  could  not  comprehend  Avhether  they  came  down  ihey  di.i  n..t 
from  Heaven,  or  were  of  the  devil.     Some  amonc:  them  stwaV ■ni'c'y 
when  the  first  one  arrived,  even  imagined  it  to  be  a  fish,  qirHime.i"'' 
or  some   monster  of  the  sea,  and  accordingly  a  strange  pVcmriur'or 
report  of  it  spread  over  the  whole  land.     \\c  have  also  people. 
heard  the  Indiansf  frequently  say,  that  they  luiew  noth- 
ing of  any  other  part  of  the  world,  or  any  otlier  people 
than  their  own,  before  the  arrival  of  the  Netherlanders. 

•  A  northwest  pa.'^-.ige  «o  China, — the  attempts  fo  accompli^li  which  have  '  ••' 
caused  tiie  discovery  r.nd  exnloration,  from  the  tirst,  ol  North  America,  more  .  -  ^ 
than  all  other  objects  combined. 

t  U'ilden — Wild  laeu,  was  the  word  generally  used  by  the  Dutch  nnd 
Swedes  to  designate  the  natives  of  the  country.  We  adopt  the  received 
tenn  for  convenierrc. 
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For  these  reasons,  therefore,  and  on  account  of  ihe  sim- 
ilarity  of  climatP,   situation  and   lertility,  this   place   is 
Tht^titii.ie  rijU'hliy   called   New   i\ether!and.     It  is  situated   oa  ihe 
Atth.fUfTd!  northerly  coast  of  America,  in  the  latitude  of  3S.  3'J,  10, 
41    and  42   degrees,  or  thereabouts,  coast-wise.     It  is 
In  ixitai.     bounded  on  the  northeast  by  Xew  England,  and  on  ili-j 
southwest  by  Virginia.    The  coast  runs  nearly  southwest 
and  northeast,   and   is   washed  by   the  ocean.     On  the 
north  is  the  river  of  Canada,  a  large  river  running  far 
into  the  interior.     The  northwest  side  is,  for  the  most 
part,  still  unknown. 

The  land  is  naturally  fruitful,  and  capable  of  support- 
ing a  large  population,  if  it  were  judiciously  allotted 
u^erfpemVe*!  according  to  location.     The  air  is   pleasant,  and  more 
'west\vind\'s  temperate  than  in  Netherland.     The  winds  are  chanec- 
the     s;Uva-  able,  and  blow  from   all  points,  but  giMierally  from  the 
count")-,    '^  southwest  and  northwest;  the  former  prevailing  in  sum- 
mer, and  the  latter  in  winter,  at  times  very  sharply,  but 
constituting,   nevertheless,  the  greatest   blessing  to  the 
-  country  as  regard's  the  health  ot  the  people,  being  very 

bracing  and  pure,  and  driving  off  or  consuming  all 
The  cos'«tis  damps  and  superfluous  moisture.  The  coast  is  generally 
clean.  The  clear  and  sandy,  but  double  and  broken  into  islands, 
d'o'ubie/ "or  Eastward  i'rom  the  North  river  lies  Long  Island,  about 
uund". '"'°  foffy  miles*  in  lenirth.  forming  a  line  Avide  river,  which 
falls  at  either  end  into  the  ocean,  and  aiFording  a  con- 
venient passage  inside  for  the  whole  distance,  protected 
Ther.astri-  from  the  dangei's  of  the  sea  by  a  great  number  of  guod 
verisa  safe  \)^y^  j||,j  other  placcs  of  anchoraiic.  so  that  vessels  can 

passage.  *  *  rr     ■ 

thereby  in  winter  readily  pass  east  and  west.     Towards 
the  south  approaching  the   South  river,t  there  are  sev- 

■  .         eral  inlets,  but  they  are   muddy  and  sandy,  though  by 
-,..       ,      proper  exertion  they  could  be  used.     Inside  these  again 

Tho       fore-  \      ^  ,  -^  i  ,i  i  i 

jan.is  are  there  are  large  streams  and  valleys,  but  the  waters  are 
thififnE. "'*  shallow.     Along  ths  seacoast  the  land  is  generally  sandy 

or  gravelly,  not  very  high,  but  tolerably  fertile,  and  for 
ofihemoun.  the  most  part  covered  over  with  beautiful  woods.  The 
^Mn!.  and  couiitry  is  in  many  places  hilly,  with  some  high  mouu- 
vaiiics.        tains,  and  very  tine  flats  and  mowing  lands,  together 

with  large  meadows,  salt  and  fresh,   all   making  very 

■  ••  '      fine  hay  land.     It  is  overgrown  with  all  kinds  of  trees, 
"•'         Btanding  without  order,  as  in  other  wildernesses,  except 

■'■''■'    ■'  •  A  Dutch  mile  is  pqi;al  to  four  English  mileg, 

•;    '.'    ,.b.'     '-.  .     >N  t  The  river  Delaware. 
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that  the  mowing?  lands,  flats  and  meadows,  have  few  or 
no  trees,  tbcnmh  with  little  pains  they  might  be  made 
gi>od  wood  land. 

The  seasons  are  the  same  as  in  Xelherlaiid,  but  the  rhc  seasons 
summer  is  warmer  and  begins  more    suddenly.      Tlie  ^'.'"'"''„,'^'' 
winter  is  cold,  and  further  inland,  or  towards  the  most  .\eiheriand. 
northerly  part,  more   so  than  in  Netheriand.     It  is  also 
subject   to    much    snow,   which    remains   lon^   on   the 
ground,  and  in  the  interior,  three,  four  and  five  mont'ns  ; 
but  near  the  scacoast  it  is  quickly  dissolved  by  the  south- 
erly   winds.     Thunder,    liphtnins;,  rain,   showers,   hail, 
snow,  frosts,  dew  and  the  like,  are  the  same  as  in  Neth-  ()"f("''?"" 
eriand,  except  that  in  the  summer  sudden  gusts  of  wind 
are  somewhat  more  frequent. 

The   land  is  adapted  to  the  production   of  all  kinds  J^.^i^.e^nu 
of  winter   and  sun)mer  fruits,  and  with  less  trouble  and  kin'^isoifmu 
tilling  than  in   Netherln.nd.     It  produces  diflcrent  kinds  t"'uhie  th" 
of  wood,  large  and  small,  suitable  for  building  houses  lund.*'^^"^"" 
and   ships,  consisting  of  oaks  of  various  kinds,  as  post- 
oak,  white  smooth   imrk,  white  rough  bark,  grey  bark, 
black  bark,  and  another  kind  which  they  call,  irom  its 
softness,  butter  oak,  the  poorest  of  all,  and  not  very  valu- 
able; the  others,  if  cultivated  as  in  Netheriand.  would 
be  equal  to  any  Flemish  or  Brabant  oaks.     It  also  yields 
several  species  of  nut  wood,  such  as  oil-nuts,  large  and 
small:  \valnlit    of  difl'erent  sizes,  in   great  abundance,  ^'^'"',  .^''?*^ 

1  1   r>         ■       1      '  1   •     1     •      •  11  "'°^'  burnt. 

and  good  for  tuel,  lor  which  it  is  much  used,  and  chesnut, 
the  same  as  in  Netheriand,  growing  in  the  woods  with- 
out order.  There  are  three  varieties  of  beech, — water 
beech,  common  beech,  and  hedge  beech, — also,  axe- 
handle  wood,  two  species  of  canoe  wood,  ash,  birch,  fir, 
fire  wood,  wild  cedar,  linden,  alder,  willow,  thorn,  elder, 
and  many  other  kinds  usei'ul  for  various  purposes,  but 
unknown  to  us  by  name,  and  \vhich  the  carpenters  will 
be  glad  to  su!)mit  for  examination. 

Ihe  indigenous  fruits  consist   principally  of  acorns,  Qc,j,p(-ruuj 
some  of  which  are  very  sweet ;  nuts  of  different  kinds,  "•■'"."■'^,^''[  ^^ 
chesnuts,  beechnuts,  mulberries,  plums,  but  not  many,  fhc' country, 
medlars,  wild  cheri'ies,  black  currants,  gooseberries,  ha- 
zle  nuts  in  great  quantities,  small  ap[j'es,  very  lar^re 
strawberries  throughout  the  country,  with  many  other 
fruits  and   roots  v.hich   ihe  Indians  use.     There  is  also 
plenty  of    bill-berries    or   blue-berries,    together   ^vith  q^  (^^  ^.i^^, 
ground-nuts  and  artichokes,  which  grow  under  ground.  '•'■•''      »>"^^ 


Almost  the  whole  land  is  full  of  vines,  as  well  the  wild 


Ihe/  grow. 
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woods  as  tbe  mov.'ing  land:?  and  fiats  ;  but  they  s^row 
prirjcipaljy  Jiear  io  ■^ud  upon  the  banks  of  the  brook.v, 
streams  and  rivers,  wiilch  avc  numerous,  and  run  con- 
veniently and  pleasantly  as  if  they  Avere  designed  for 
the  purpose.  The  grapes  comprise  many  varieties, 
some  v.'hite,  some  blue,  some  very  fleshy,  and  only  fit  to 
make  raisins  cf,  others,  on  the  contrary,  juicy ;  som.e  are 
very  large  a!<d  clhcxs  small.  The  juice  is  pleasant,  and 
as  white  in  n;ome  as  French  or  IJhenisIi  wine,  in  others 
it  is  a  very  deep  red,  lilce  Teni",  and  in  some  paler.  The 
vines  run  macli  on  the  trees,  and  are  shaded  by  their 
leaves,  so  that  the  grapes  ripen  ]ate  and  are  a  little 
sour  ;  biit  v/hen  the  people  shall  have  more  experience, 
as  fine  v/iaes  will  undoubtedly  be  made  here  as  in  any 
other  counlr}-.  In  regard  ro  other  fruits,  ail  those  which 
grow  in  iXethcrland,  also  grow  very  well  in  New  Neth- 
erland.  without  requiring  as  much  care  to  be  bestowed 
upon  them  as  is  necessary  there.  Garden  fruits  succeed 
very  well,  and  are  dr3'er,  sweeter,  and  more  pleasant 
than  in  Netherland  ;  for  proof  oi'  which  we  may  in- 
stance particularly  muskmelons,  citrons  or  watermelons, 
v/hich  in  Nev/  Netherland  grow  readily  in  the  open 
fields,  if  the  briars  and  w^eeds  are  kept  irom  them,  but 
in  Netherland  they  require  the  care  of  amateurs,  or 
those  who  cultivate  them  for  profit  in  very  small  gar- 
dens, and  then  they  arc  neither  so  perfect  by  far,  nor 
as  ])alatablc,  as  they  are  in  New  Netherland.  In  gen- 
eral all  kinds  of  pumpkins  are  also  much  drier,  sweeter, 
and  more  delicious,  which  is  caused  by  the  temperate- 
ness  and  amenity  of  the  climate. 
Of  ihetam-  Tiic  taiuc  cattlc  are  in  jize  and  other  respects  about 
h^w"  ibcy  t^^c  ^^"■'e  ^^  i"  Netherland,  but  the  English  cattle  and 
thrive.  ■  swine  thrive  and  feed  best,  appearing  to  be  better  suited 
to  the  country  than  those  iroai  Holland.  They  require, 
too,  less  trouble,  expense,  and  attention  ;  for  it  is  not 
necessary  in  winter  to  look  afier  such  as  are  not  in  use, 
'or  the  swine,  except  that  in  the  time  of  a  deep  snow 
they  should  liave  som.e  attention.  INlilch  cows  are  much 
less  trouble  tlian  they  are  in  Holland,  as  most  of  the 
time,  if  any  care  be  requisite,  it  is  only  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  them  occasionally  a  little  hay. 

The  wild  animals  are  iirincipally  lions,"  but  they  are 
few  ;  bears,  of  which  there  are  many,  elks  and  deer  in 

«  Panfhfrs— sometimes  called  American  lions. 
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prcat  numbers,  some  of  which  arc  entire!}'  white,  and  <""".  "le  ^v■M 
otliers  wholly  black.     The   Indians  say  that  the  white  «hat  'ihcy 
deer  are  of  very  great  consequence  in  "the  estimation  of  '"''' 
tlie  other  deer,  and  are  exceedingly  beloved,  regarded 
and  honored  by  the   others,  but  that  it  is  otherwise  with 
the  black  deer.     There  are  other  large  animal.^  in  the 
interior,  but  they  are  unknown  to  the  Christians.    Tiiere 
are  also  wolves,  dangerous  only  to  small  cattl(\  bcavt^rs, 
otters,  weasels,  v. ild  cats,  foxes,  racoons,  minks,  haies, 
muslu-ats,  about  as  large  as  eats,  poie-cats  and  squirrels, 
some  of  which  can  liy.     There  are  also  ground   hogs 
and  other  small  animals,  but  they  are  for  the  most  part, 
as  we  said  before,  not  known  to  the  Christians. 

Of  birds  this  country  is  by  no  means  without  its  share. 
There  are  great  numbers  of  birds  of  prey,  as,  eagles,  of  orthewrdt. 
two  kinds, — the  hald-licadcd,  wliich  has  the  head,  tail  and 
principal  feathers  white,  and  the  common  kind  ;  hawks, 
buzzards,  sparrow-hawks,  crows,  chicken-hawks,  and 
many  others,  all  capable  of  being  trained  and  used  for 
hunting,  though  they  dilTer  in  shape,  somewhat,  from 
those  in  Netherland.  There  is  also  a  bird  which  has  its 
head  like  a  cat,  and  its  body  like  a  large  owl,  colored 
white.*  We  knov/  no  name  for  it  in  Netherland,  but 
in  France  it  is  called  grand  due,  and  is  esteemed  A'cry 
highly. 

The  other  birds  are  turkies,  the  same  as  in  Netherland, 
but  they  are  wild,  and  are  plentiest  and  best  in  winter ; 
several  kinds  of  partridges,  some  smaller  than  in  Neth- 
erland, others  larger,  curlews,  wood  and  water  snipes, 
pheasants,  heath-hens,  cranes,  herons,  bitterns,  multi- 
tudes of  pigeons  resembling  coal-pigeons,  but  a  little 
smaller;  quails,  merlins,  thrushes,  sliore-runners,  but  in 
some  respects  different  from  tliose  of  Netherland.  There 
are  other  small  birds,  some  of  which  sing,  but  the  names 
of  most  of  them  are  unknown  to  us,  and  would  take 
long  to  enumerate.  "Water  fowl  are  found  here  of  dif-  ^^  „,,  ^^^ 
ferent  kinds,  very  good  to  eat ;  also  swans,  similar  touncmi. 
those  in  Netherland  and  full  as  large:  thiee  kinds  of 
geese,  grey  c'eese.  which  arc  the  largest  and  best,  red 
geese  and  white  headed  geese,  ducks  of  diiierent  kinds, 
widgeons,  divers,  coots,  eel-shovellers  and  several  others, 
but  not  so  abundant  as  the  foregoing. 

The  river  fish  are  almost  the  same  as  in  ?Cethcrland, 

•  The  Cat-Owl — huho  ■cirsinianus. 
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or  the  fi^h  comprising:  salmon,  st.ur2:eon,  twelves,  thirteens.*'  shad 
carp.  ))ercn.  piko,  trout,  roach,  thickhead,  suckers,  sun- 
iish.  eel,  nine-eyes  or  lampreys,  both  much  more  abunrl- 
ant  and  lar:;er  than  in  A'etheriand,  besides  many  other 
valuable  fish  which  we  are  unable  to  name. 

In  the  salt  water  are  caug-ht  cod-lish,  shell-fish,  weak- 
7n'kinIi?of  fi^lij  herrins:,  mackerel,  thorn-backs,  flounders,  plaice, 
lettfish.  sheeps-head.  black-fish,  sea-dogs,  panyns  and  many 
others;  also  lobsters,  crabs,  gi'eat  cockles,  Ironi  which 
the  Indians  make  the  white  and  black  Zeewant.  oysters 
and  muscles  in  great  quantities,  with  many  other  kinds 
of  shell  lish  very  similar  to  each  other,  for  which  we 
know  no  names,  besides  sea  and  land  tortoises. 
Of  the  ven-  The  vcnomous  animals  consist,  for  the  most  part,  of 
*'"""**''''*=•  adders  and  lizards,  though  they  are  quite  harmless. 
There  are  sna'ccs  ol"  different  kinds,  which  are  not  dan- 
gerous and  flee  before  men  if  they  possibly  ran,  elso 
they  are  usually  beaten  to  death.  The  rattle-snakes, 
however,  which  have  a  rattle  on  the  tail,  with  which  they 
rattle  very  loudly  when  they  are  angry  or  intend  to 
sting,  and  which  grows  every  year  a  joint  larger,  are" 
very  malignant  and  do  not  readily  retreat  before  a  man 
or  any  other  creature.  Wlioever  is  bitten  by  them  runs 
great  danger  of  his  life,  unless  great  care  be  taken  ;  but 
fortunately  they  are  not  numerous,  and  there  grows 
spontaneously  in  the  country,  the  true  snake  root,  which 
is  very  highly  esteemed  by  the  Indians  as  an  unfailing 
cure.f 
ofthemedi-  The  medicinal  plants  found  in  Xew  Netherland  in  a 
chjM  piiinis.  day,  by  little  search,  as  far  as  they  have  come  to  our 
knowledge,  consist  principally  of  Venus'  hair,  hart's 
tongue,  lingwort,  polypody,  white  mullein,  priest's  shoe, 
garden  and  sea-beach  orach,  water  germander,  tower-mus- 
tard, sweet  flag,  sassafras,  crowfoot,  plantain,  shepherd's 
purse,' mallows,  wild  marjoram,  crane's  bill,  marsh-mal- 
lows, false  eglantine,  laurel,  violet,  blue  flag,  wild  indigo, 
Solomon's  seal,  dragon's  blood,  comfrey,  milfoil,  many 
sorts  of  fern,  \v;ld  lilies  of  diflercnt  kinds,  agrimony,  wild 

•  The  sti:;"-il  hnxx  n.-id  dnim-f.^h,  which  were  found  here  after  tlie  sh'id, 
which  ill  tiie  Dutch  la:: jiiage  is  named  eZ/f,  (eleventh,)  were  called  twelvts 
anJ  thirteens,  (ro'.ii  ihrtt  circunistnnce. 

t  Tiie  s'lTriitari't  is  ii;e  [.I.ia:  here  referred  to,  which  it  is  well  known  is 
not  an  antidote  to  the  poi.^uii  of  snakes.  I^ieut.  Aberi,  however,  mciniiuK, 
in  the  Report  of  h\3  examination  of  New  Mexico,  a  plant  of  alexipharinical 
virtues,  in  use  araong  the  Chayenu*  ladians,  supposed  to  be  a  species  of  co- 
reopsii. 
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h'ok,  blessed  thistle,  ^nrike-'root.  Spani.sli  fi-zs  -A-bich  ltow 

out  of  the  leaves/-  tarra.^cu  and  nuineroii:;  oilier  plants 

iiiitl  llowers,  biU  ai;  we  are  not  si;ill0(j  in  tlu.'s.-'  thiri'^s,  \vc 

cannot  say  much  of  them;  \et  it  is   not  lu  b;»  doubted 

that  amateurs  would    be  able  to  find  mai^y  si;n]t!es  of  ^ 

great  and  dillerent  virtues,  in  which  we  liave  conlid''nee,  ■  ' 

principally    because  the  Indians  cure    vt;ry    daiiijerous 

find   perilous    v^-ounds  and  sores   by   roots,   heaves   and 

other  trilles. 

It  is  certain  that  the  Indigo  sUi'estris  "rrows  here  spon-  or  iho  t«,i{- 
taneously  without  human  a'd.  It  couid  b(^  easily  culti-  .t"  ^''"-•t--"- 
vated  if  "there  were  people  v/ho  would  undertake  it  ;  at 
least,  the  other  species  would  q:rov.-  very  well  and  yield 
a  good  profit.  We  have  seen  proot'of  this  in  the  colony 
ol' Renselaerswyck,  thou2;h  it  was  all  sown  too  late  and 
upon  a  barren  rock  where  there  was  little  earth.  It 
came  up  very  well,  but  in  consequence  of  the  drought 
turned  ver}'  yellow  and  withered,  and  was  neglec- 
ted ;  nevertheless  it  was  evident,  that  if  it  were  well 
covered,  it  would  succeed.  Madder  plants  also  would 
undoubtedly  grow  well  both  iu  fields  and  gardens,  and 
better  than  in  Zealand. 

There  may  be  discovered  casually  or  by  little  search,  or  the  mi&- 
ditferent  minerals,  ujjou  some  of  which  exioerimentshave  "'" '' 
been  made  according  to  our  limited  means,  and  which 
are  found  good.     Vvc  have  attempted  several  times  to  g^^.^^^, 
send  specimens  of  them  to  Netherland,  onee  Vvith  Arent  tir..oi\,i.f  n.i- 
van   Corenbenf  by  way  of  New  Haven  and  England,  ""•*''»"*="• 
but  the  ship  was  wrecked  and  no  tidings  of  it  have  ever 
been  received.     Director  William  Kielt  also  had  many 
difierent   specimens  with  him  in  the  ship,  the  Princess, 
but  they  were  lost  in  her  with   him.     The  mountains 
and  mines  nevertheless  remain,  and  are  easily  to  be  found 
again  whenever  it  may  be  thought  proper  to  go  to  the 
labor  and  expense.     ]n  2\e\v  England  tht-y  have  already  tii<>  Fm'i.h 
progressed  so  far  as  to  make  castings  of  iron  pots,  tank-  "!'„'etai?^" 
ards.  balls  and  the  like  out  of  their  minerals,  and  we 
lirmly  believe  all  that  is  wanting  here  is  to  have  a  be- 
ginning made  ;  for  there  are   iu  New  jXeiheriand   two 
kinds  of  marcasite,  and    mines  of  while    and    yellow 
quicksilver,  ot  gold,  silver,  copper,  iron,  black  lead  and 

*  Probably  the  prickly  penr  is  nieant. 

t  Arent  Corsen.  He  einbnrked  in  Mr.  Lambcri^on'3  sliip,  the  fM--  of 
which  was  marve!!ouj.y  coiuiecteJ'  with  a  vilra^e.  h:-  the  lariy  N-w  F.ig- 
land  writers.  See  \\in;hrup's  Jour/jc/,  li.  254,  and  I\Iatiier'6  ..liaif/iaiw,  26. 
SECOND  SERIES,  VOL.   \1.  IjO 
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luird  coal.     It  is  supposed  that  tin  and  lead  will  alio  ]>c 
I'uuiid  ;  but  who  will  seek  alter  them  or  who  will   work 
tlieiii  as  long  rts  there  are  not  more  people  I 
Ti.e    a.fr-r       Fuller's  earth  is  found  in  abundance,  and  Armenian 
""/'■"'M'd  ^^^^^^  5  ^^^^  white,  red,  yellow,  blue  and  black  clay  very 
c»Vih.    °"    solid  and  greasy,  and  suitable  lor  many  purposes  :  eai-.ii 
ibr  stone    ware,  mountain-chrystal,  glass    like  that  ui' 
or  the  stone.  _\iviscovy,  grecu  serpent  ir,e   stone  in  great  abundance, 
grey  hearth  stone,  slate,  red  grind-stone,  flint,   paving 
stone^  large  quantities  of  all  varieties  of  quarry  stone 
,     -  suitable  for  building  and  all  kinds  of  v.-alls,  asbestos  and 

very  many  other  kinds  applicable  to  the  use  of  man. 
Ofthejwini3  'ihere  are  diliercnt  paints,  but  the  Christians  are  not 
skilled  in  them.  They  are  seen  daily  on  the  Indians,  who 
understand  their  nature  and  use  them  to  }>aint  them- 
selves in  diil'erent  colors.  l!"  it  were  not  that  explorers 
■    .  .  are  wanting,  our  people  would  be  able  to  find  them  and 

provide  themselves  with  them. 


OF  THK    AMERICANS   OR   NATIVES,  THEIR   APPEARANCE, 
OCCUPATIONS,  AND  MANNEPx.  OF  LIVING. 

TiiK  natives  are  generally  well  set  in  tlieir  limbs, 
slender  round  tlie  waist,  broad  across  the  shoulders,  and 
have  black  hair  and  dark  eyes.  They  nre  very  nimble 
and  active,  well  adapted  to  travel  on  foot  and  to  drag 
heavy  burdens.  The}-  are  foul  and  slovenly  in  their  ac- 
tions, and  make  little  of  all  kinds  of  hardships  :  to  which 
indeed  they  are  from  youth  accustomed.  They  are  like 
the  Brazilians,  in  color,  or  as  yellow  as  the  people  who 
sometimes  come  to  Xetherland  and  are  called  Heathens. 
The  nien  generally  have  no  beard,  or  very  little,  which 
they  pull  out.  They  use  very  few  words,  -which  they 
jpeaksiowiy  iii-.<t  well  considoi'.  Naturally  they  are  very  modest, 
simple  and  inexj)crienced  ;  thona'n  in  their  actions  hi<:h 
minded  enou'^ii,  vigorous  and  (•uick"  ia  comprehend  or 
learn,  bi^  it  riirht  or  wrong,  whenever  they  are  so  in- 
clined. They  are  not  honorable  as  soldiers  but  perfid- 
ious, accomplishing  all  tlicir  enterprises  by  treachery, 
using  many  stratagems  to  deceive  their  enemies,  and 
ordering  all  their  plans,  involving  any  danger,  by  night- 
The   desire    of  revenge  appears  to  be  born   in  then 
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They  are  very  obstinate  in  delending  themselves  when 
they    cannot   run.  which  however  they  do  when  they 
can  ;  and  ihey  m;ike  little  of  ileath  when  it  is  inevitable, 
and  despise  all   torlurts  v.hich  can  be  indicted  upon  wt.iie  dyinf 
them  while  dyinc,  maniiesiin.1?  no  sorrow,  but  usually  ""''^ '''"''• 
singing  on  the  occasion.     Tliey  understand  how  to  cure  ^.^^,  ^^^^ 
wounds  and  hurts,  or  inveterate  sores  and  injuries,  by  h-.w  t„  i„ro 
means  of  herbs  and  roots.  \\  hich  grow  in  the  country,  and  l!nd  imn%!^' 
which  are  known  to  them.     Their  clothing,  both  tor  mm 
and  women,  is  a  piece  of  duitels  or  leather,  in  tVont,  with  a  '""■       their 
deer  skin  or  elk's  hide  over  the  body.     Some  have  bears'  " '"  ""*^" 
hides  of  which  they  make  doublets  ;  others  have  coats 
made  of  the  skins  of  racoons,  wild-cats,  wolves,  dogs, 
weasels,  squirrels,  beavers  and  the  like,  and  also  of  tur- 
key^'s  feathers.     At  present  they  use  for  the  most  part 
duflels  cloth,  which  they  obtain  in  barter  from  the  Chris- 
tians.    Thev  make   their  stockings  and  shoes  of  deer 
skins  or  elk's  hide,  and  some  have  shoes  m.ade  of  corn- 
husks ;  of  which  they  also  make  sacks.     Their  money  Their    ma- 
consists  of  white  a,nd  black  Zeeivanl,  which  they  them-  ^^'^^ ''  '^'^^'J* 
selves  make.     Their  measure  of  value  is  by  the  hand  zcewant. 
or  by  the  fathom  ;  but  their  corn  is  measured  by  denotas, 
which  are  bags  they  make  themselves.     Their  ornaments  They  pnim 
consist  in  cutting  tneir  bodies,  or  painting  them  with  f.".'!.!;^'''^!..' 
various  colors,  sometimes    very    black,  if  they  arc  in  ''^/'  purp..v, 

'  '  »  rT^^  I    ol  ornament. 

mourning,  and  generally  in  the  lace.  Ihey  suspend 
Zeewanl,  both  white  and  black,  from  their  heads.  M-hich 
they  otherwise  are  not  wont  to  cover,  but  on  which  they 
are  now  beginning  to  wear  hats  and  caps  bought  of  the  ' 

Christians,  and  from  their  ears.     They  also  put  it  round 
their  necks  and  bodies,  wherewith  after  their  manner 
they   appear   very   tine.     They   liave    long  deer's  hair 
which  is  dyed  red,"  and  of  which  they  make  rings  for  the 
head,  and  other  hair  of  the  same  color,  to  hang  from  the 
neck  like  tresses,  of  whicli  they  arc  very  proud.     They 
frequently    smear    their   skin  and    hair  v.-ith    different 
kinds  of  crease.     They  can  most  all  swim.     They  them-  riiry  m^k« 
selves  make  the  boats  they  use,  which  are  of  two  kinds,  !hr„'^i..-iT^V 
some  of  entire  -trees,  which  they  hollow  out  with  lire,  ';;;,V''u;l;"Vf 
hatchets   and    adzes,    and    which    the    Christians    call  tri-.:i.       ^ 
canoes  ;  the  others  are  made  of  bark,  which  they  put 
together  very  skilfully,  and  which  are  also  called  canoes. 

Traces  ofthe  institution  of  marriage  can  just  be  per-  ^,^^>y ''"'"»* 
ceived  among  them,  and  nothing  more.     A   man  and 
woman  join  themselves  together  without  any  particular 
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5J;.   '  ceremony  ctViorwise  tha;.-  that  the  man  h\  previous  aerrc- 

f  inenl  with  ihe  ^vuriian  gives  her  .some  Zeewaiit  or  cloth. 

,^,  which  ou  ifieir  <:^cpara:ion,  v/iiiclt  soon  ha})pe'u.s,  he  takes 

,  auaiii.     Both  men  and  u'orricu  are  utterly  unchaste  and 

1^^\1,',Z,\'c  shamelessly  proniiscuous  in  their  intercourse,  ^vhich  is 
">;  the  cause  of  t'^e  men  so  often  changing  their  wives  and 
the  women  their  husbands.  Ordinarily  they  have  Ijut 
one  wife,  sometimes  two  or  three,  but  this  is  generally 
am.ong  the  cliiefs.  They  have  also  among  them  diiler- 
cnt  comliliono  of  persons,  f.uch  as  ncble  and  ignoble. 
The  men  are  g'«  neraily  iazy,  and  do  nothing  until  they 
become  old  and  uuesteemed,  when  ihey  make  spoons, 
wooden  bowls,  bags,  nets  and  other  similar  articles  ; 
beyond  this  '.he  men  do  nothing  except  fish,  hunt  and  go  to 
war.  The  women  are  compelled  to  do  the  rest  of  the 
work,  such  as  planting  corn,  cutting  and  drawing 
ho«-.  Avood,  cooking,  taking  care  of  the  children  and  whatever 

else  there  is  to  be  done.  Their  dwellings  consist  of 
or  their  liickory  saplings,  placed  upright  in  the  ground  and  bent 
chAnl-eorft!  «'^reh-wise;  the  tops  are  covered  with  barks  of  trees, 
which  they  cut  for  this  purpose  in  great  quantities.  Some 
even  have  within  them  little  boxes  and  imagery  cut  out 
rouirli,  with  very  little  design,  but  these  are  generally  in 
the  liouses  of  the  chieis.  In  the  fishing  and  hunting  sea- 
sons, they  lie  under  the  open  sky  or  little  better.  They  do 
n(jt  live  long  in  one  place,  but  move  about  several  times 
in  a  year,  at  such  times  and  to  such  places  as  it  apjiears 
beforehand  best  and  easiest  for  them  to  obtain  subsis- 
tence. 

'J'hey  are  divided  into  dilferent  tribes  and  languages, 
each  tribe  living  generally  by  itself  and  having  one  of 
its  number  as  a  chief,  though  he  has  not  much  power  or 
distinction  cxce]jt  in  their  dances  or  in  time  of  war. 
Amon:;  some  there  is  not  the  least  knowledge  of  God, 
and  among  others  very  little,  though  they  relate  very 
stianire  fables  concerning  Him. 

'i'hey  aie  in  5jeneral  much   afraid  of  the  Devil,  who 

they  ",!lik'e  i'f'ceives  their  aduration  ;  and  some  give  themselves  up 

cj-crings.      to  liiin  and  thus  permit    theiuselves  to  be  wheedled.* 

But  their  devils,  th(-y  say,  will  have  nothing  to  do  with 

*  Tiie  Indi.in  riiu'ie  o{  rca=oninr^  on  this  sulject  is  well  stntcd  by  Biorck, 
in  his  dissertation  I)r  plantntionc  EccUsicr  ^uccancB  in  America.  Rt-lt-r- 
ring  to  their  belief  iti  a  celestial  and  terreytriai  manitlo,  he  snys,  "  They 
perversely  nraaf  ihni  the  former  is  not  to  be  adored  or  Icarod  because  bo 
is  good,  but  ihe  latter  is  to  be  feared  and  \vorihii.ped  because  he  id  bad." 


Thfre  Is  a 
cl.i<-|-  .ivcr 
each  Uibe. 

They  hnve 
Utile  kn.i.v- 
li:.lce..|i;..<l. 
bill  nro 
imirh  tifrud 
of  the  devil. 
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ibe  Dutch.  No  hauntiiiir  oi'?pirit.s  and  tli<^  like  are  hoard 
d'among  them-  They  make  oH'cririL's  to  the  I)i-vil  siuiif- 
times,  but  with  few  .solemn itk-s.  'I'hi  y  ht  licv<-  in  tlio 
imniortaUty  of  the  souk     They  have  some    k?:o\\le(ii:o  <m 

of  the  sun,  moon  and  stars,  which  they  un(irr>t.iiid  wejl 
how  to  name,  and  they  judge  to!er;i})ly  weil   nkniu  the 
weather.     There  is  hardly  any  law  or  Ju-tif<-  asiiont:  r^.m  u  i^ 
them,  excep'i.  sometimes  in  war  matters,  atrl  llien  ver\  '.I  'L.:^^t 
little.     The  nearest  blood  is  the  avciiirer.     'i  lie  youti'.'e-i  '"^'■ 
are  the  most  couras'eous,  and  do  lor  the  mo<f  jiart  wbat 
they   please.     Their  weapons  formerly  were  ilie  Imjw  n, ,,  *r,^. 
and  arrow,  which  they  employ  with  wonderful  skill,  hut  ,. ',  ',',"<  i^ 
they  now  generally  use  clap-hammers,  and  tiiose  avIki  ^.  *  i»-'-'«* 
live  near  the  Christians  or  liave   many  dealings  with  •-••'•  f-^*- 
them,  have  firelocks  and  hatchets,  M'hich  they  obtain  in  v,"{i^^. 
trade.     They  are  exceedingly  fond  of  gnns,  sparinir  no  '•"' 
expense  for  them  ;  and  are  so  skilful  in  the  use  of  them 
that  they  surpass  many  Christians.     Their  food  is  coarse 
and  simple,  drinking  water  as  their  only  beverage,  and 
eating  the  flesh  of  all  kinds  of  animals  which  the  coun- 
try aifords,    cooked  without  being  dressed.     They   eat 
even  badgers,  dogs,  eagles  and  such  like  trash,  upon  which 
Christians  place  no  value.     They  use  all  kinds  of  li>h,  * 

which  they  commonly  cook  without  removing  the  en- 
trails, and  snakes,  frogs  and  the  like.  They  know  how 
to  preserve  fish  and  meat  during  winter,  and  to  cook 
them  with  corn-meal.  They  make  their  bread  of  mai/e, 
but  it  is  vei-y  plain,  and  cook  it  either  whole  or  broken 
in  a  pestle  block.  The  w^omen  do  this  and  make  oi  it 
a  pap  or  porridge,  which  some  of  them  call  Sapsis,* 
others  Enimdarc,  and  which  is  their  daily  food.  They 
mix  this  also  well  with  small  beans  of  diiferent  colors, 
which  they  plant  themselves,  but  tliis  is  held  by  them  as 
a  dainty  dish  more  than  as  daily  food. 


BY  WHOM  NEW   NETIIERLAXD  WAS    FIRST    DISCOVERKl>. 
AND  WHAT  ARE  ITS  BOUNDARIES. 

That  New  Netherland  was  first  found.  clriinnd  ;'.i:'l  l..:.".  v. 
possessed  by  Netherlanders,  has  already  been  .-tatcd ;  but  ,"^  rir**,"* 

:  t  :.  1 1   ^•■ 
•  Probably  a  miiprint  for  Sapaan. 
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ill  as  much  a3  a  dispute  has  arisen,  not  only  with  the 

TheEnoii^h  ^-"^^'f''-^'-^  (vvhich  T?.  of  little  inomeiit)  but  es[)ecially  w'ah 

hnve^seiz.-ii  thi^  Er.gljsh ,  w  lio  iMvc  already  entered  upoii  and  seized  a 

uon'orit'.'"'   gre.i.t  part  thereof,  it  is  n^'ccssary  to  speak  of  each  claim 

soaiewhat  at  lariie. 

But  because  this  matter  has  been  treated  upon  hy 
various  ingenious  minds  in  its  length  and  breadth,  and  as 
those  claims  are  so  absurd  as  to  require  only  a  lew 
reasons  in  ansvver  to  them,  we  will  be  as  brief  as  is  in 
any  \vis3  pi-'j,ctioable.  After  their  High  iMightinesses. 
■  tbe  Lords  ^:;tatr-s  t^enerul,  were  plerised.  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  lf>22,  to  include  this  provinc-L:  in  their  grant  to  the 
lIoiu)rablc  '\Vest  India  Company,  their  Honors  deemed 
it  necessary  to  .ake  into  possession  so  naturally  beautiful 
and  noble  a.  piovinee,  which  was  immediately  done,  as 
oj)portuiUcy  oRercd,  tiie  same  as  in  all  similar  beginnings. 
Four    Fnru  Since  the  veaj- of  our  Lord  1023.  four  forts  have  been 

werp  built  In   ,.,,••  ,  piti-v»- 

tokenof(K«-  buiii  liiere  'oy  order  ot   the  Lords  r.iavors,  one  on  the 

•""""•        south  poirJ.  of  the  Manhatans  Island,  where  the  East  and 

Pvorth  rivers  unite,  called  New  Amsterdam,  where  the 

staple-right*  of  New  Netherland  was  designed  to  be  ; 

anoth(;r  upoii  the  same  river,  six-and-thirty  Dutch  miles 

higher  up,  and  three  miles  below  the  great  Cohoes  (Koc- 

hoos)   iall  of  the  Mohawk's  river,  (Maquas-kil,)  on  the 

west  side  of  the  river,  in  the  colony  of  llenselaerswyek, 

and  is  called  Orange  ;  but  upon  this  river  there  has  been 

^°  tf/'^'JUe  ^"^  y^'^  "°  dispute  with  any  Ibreigners.     Upon  the  South 

North  riv.r.  riv(  V   Hcs  fort  Nassau  and  upon  the  Fresh  river,f  the 

Good  llo})e.     01' these  tour  forts  there  has  been  always, 

err'noJin'I  '''■^'"  thc  beginning  to  the  present  time  some  possession, 

v.'ry     i«.or  aitliou-h  tlicv  a:v  all  now  in  a  verv  bad  condition,  not 

•re  useless,  onlv  111  lucinxj.ves  Uut  also  as  regards  possession. 

These  lorts.bcth  to  the  South  and  North,  are  so  situated 
as  to  command  and  protect  not  only  the  said  rivers,  but 
also  the  plantations  between  them,  as  well  as  those 
rounil  about  them,  and  on  the  other  side  of  the  river  as 
far  as  the  owner<?hip  by  occupation  extends.  These  the 
lion.  Company  declared  they  owned  and  would  main- 
tain, against  all  foreign  or  domestic  powers  who  should 
attempt  to  seize  them  airainst  their  consent.  Yet  on  the 
North  East  sid(>  of  New  Netherland,  this  declaration 

» Sliipir-nc;ht  is  a  privi'ee<;  granted  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  place 
to  compel  the  masters  ot"  vessels  or  ineichants  trading  along  their  coasts,  to 
discharge  ilieir  cargoes  there  for  sale,  or  else  pay  duties. 

+  Connecticut  River. 
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was  not  at  nil  rcirarded  or  oljsorved  by  tlir  Eniili.sh  liv- 
iri'j-  to  the    Eastward  :  Ibr  iiotwitlistaiidinp;    possession 
was  ali-radv  lully  takni   by  the  building  and  occu})ation 
of  lort  Good  Hoj)o,  and  tlicre  was  no  neglect  from  time 
to  time  ill  warning  them,  in  making  known  our  rights, 
and  in  protesting  airainst  their  usurpation  and  violence, 
they  have  disregarded  all  these  things  and  have  seized  TheEnsUsh 
and  possessed,  and  still  hold,  the  largest  and  best  part  of  i-nrT"  oocd* 
New  Netherland,  that  is,  on  the  EasL  side  of  the  North  """^■ 
river,  from   Cape  Cod,  (by  our  people  ia   1G09  called  ^^^^^ 
New  Holland,  and  taken  possession  of  by  the  setting  up  uhptr^'Tni'ii 
of  the  Arms  of  their  Ilieh  ?ilightinesses.)  to  within  six  e'' wcre^xt 
miles  of  the  North  river,  where  the  English  have  now  a  (.'/.^i",'^  ^^^ 
village  called  k?tam ford,  from  whence  it  could  be  travelled  iioUand'. 
now,  in  a  sunmier's  day,  to  the  North  river  and  back 
again,  if  the  Indian  path  were  only  known.     The  Eng- 
lish of  New  Haven  also  have  a  trading  house,  which  lies 
East  or  South  East  of  .Magtlalen  island,  and  not  more  The  E.-.iihh 
than  six  rniles  from  the  North  river,  in  v/hich  this  Island  frm,r^""the 
lies,  on  the  East  side  twenty  three  and  a  half  miles  above  '^°"''  "^'"' 
Fort  Amsterdam.*     This  trading  post  was  cstablislied 
for  no  other  purpose  than  to  divert  the  trade  of  the  North 
river  or  to  destroy  it  entirely.     They  have  also  endeav- 
ored  several  times,  during  eight  or  nine  years  past,  to 
buy  of  the  Indians  a  large  quantity  of  land,  (which  would 
have  served  more  than  any  other  thing  to  draw  off  the 
trade,)  as  we  have  understood  from  the  Indians;  for  the 
post  is  situated  not  more  than  three  or  four  miles  from 
the  East  l)Qunds  of  tlie  Colony  of  Renselaerswyck. 

This  and  similar  difiiculties  these  people  now  wish  to 
lay   to   our  charge,  all   under  the   pretence  of  a  very 
clear  conscience,  notwithstanding  King  James,  of  most 
glorious  memory,  chartered  the  Virginia  Companies  up-  TbeVir-inis 
on  condition  that  they  should  remain  an  hundred  miles  ,,',;".•'''"!''%- 
from  each  other,  according  to  our  reckoning.     They  are  |i|.^|,'"'„'^""J 
willing   to    avail  themselves  of  this  grant,  but  by  no  nput. 
means  to  comply  with  the  terms  stipulated  in  it. 

All  the  islands,  bays,  havens,  rivers,  kilsj  and  place'*,  ;,^,!J,/'^'=  ^'^'^- 
even  to  a  great  distance  on  the   other  side  of  New  llol-  '^'V'     havn 
land  or  Cape  Cod,  have  Dutch  names,  which  our  Dutch  names, 
ship  masters  and  traders  gave  to  them  ;  who  were  the      ;   ,    _ 

*  Betwt-en  ihe  landinfra  of  Rediiook.     The  trading  post  of  the  Eng!i->L 
here  si)okf  n  of  was  thru  of  .Mr.  i'iiifiion  on  the  Connociicut. 

t  A  kil  is  a  small  stream,  not  entitled  to  be  called  eiilier  a  strait  o.-  n  river. 
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first  to  discover  and  to  trade  to  them,  even  before  tliey 
had  names,  as  the.  English  themselves  well  know  ;  but 
as  long  as  they  eould  do  as  they  pleased,  they  were  wil- 
ling not  to  know  ii.  Antl  those  of  them  who  are  at  the, 
In!he"i>esh  Frcsh  river,  have  drsirod  to  enter  into  an  agreement  to 
river  offereJ  make  a  vearlv  acknowlcdo'ment,  or   an   absolute  pur- 

to    make  rtn      ,  i   •     i     *•       i         i      •  "       f  •    •  i  •     i 

acknowiccig-  chase,   wliich,  UKieed,  is  proot  positive    tiiat   our  rigltt 
■"^"'"  was  well  known  lo  them,  and  that  they  themselves  hail 

nothing  against  it  in  conscience,  although  they  now, 
from  time  to  time,  have  invented  and  pretended  many 
things  iu  order  to  screen  themselves,  or  thereby  to  cause 
delay. 

Moreover  the  people  of  Rhode  Island,  when  they  were 

at  variance    with    tliose  of    the   Bay,*    sought   refuge 

among  the  Dutch,  and  sojourn  among  them.     For  all 

these   things,  and  \\"hat  we  shall  relate  in  the  following 

The  original  pages,  there   are  proofs  and  documents  enough,  either 

So^iment's"    with  the  Secretary  of  the  company  or  with  the  directors. 

setsiou  ''of      J"  short,   it  is  just   this  with  the  English, they  are 

T^Am?mh-r  "^^'i'^'";?  ^^J  kuow  the  Netherlanders,  and  to  use  them  as 

oiTicers     of  a  protectiou  in  time  of  need,  but  when  that  is  past,  they 

thecompany  ^^^  j^j^„^,.    j.p^,.^,.j    ^1^^^^^    ^^^..    pj^^^.    ^^^^    ^^^^    ^^,.^j^    ^^^^^^^ 

This  hapjicns  so  only  because  we  have  neglected  to 
populate  llie  land  ;  or,  to  speak  more  plainly  and  truly, 
because  we  have  out  of  regard  for  our  ov/n  profit,  wish- 
ed to  scrape  all  the  fat  into  one  or  more  pots,  and  thus 
secure  the  trade  and  neglect  population. 

Long  Island,  which,  on  account  of  its  fine  bays  and 
Lone  Island  havens,  and    good  lands,  is   a   croicn  for  the  Province, 
''f'v^"T"  ^^ic'y  have  also  .seized  upon,  except,  on  the  west  end,  two 
theriand.      Dulch  Viilugcs — hr^-uckelen   anu    Amersvoort,t   not  oi 
much  importance — and  some  English  viilas'cs.  as  Graves- 
end,  Greenwich  and  I\Iespat,  (from  which  the   people 
were  driven  off  during  the  war,  and  Avhich  was  after- 
Thore  are  a  wards  coiiliscated  by  Director  Kieft :  but  as  the  owners 
MMasSf  appealed  thei-eirom,  it  remains  so  still,  though  there  are 
Fi.i!hin''i5a  "°^^'  ^  ^'^■''>'  *'"'^'  P''f>pl«  '"  the  place  :)  also,  Vlissengen,t. 
pretty  %ii-  wliich   is  a   pretty   village  and  tolerably  rich  in  cattle. 
'"="'■  The  fourth  and  last  village   is  Hempstead,  which  is  su- 

of  Longisi-  pei"ior  to  the  rest,  for  ii  is  very  rich  in  cattle. 
andin'pdi-       As  WO   arc   now  on  the  subject  of  Lonjr  Island,  we 

titular.  ^  o  ' 

•  Massachusetts.     Roger  Willinms  embarked  from  New  Amsterdam  for 
England  in  lCl3,  being  interdicted  Boston. 

t  Flatland.i.  t  Flushing. 
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will,  because  the  Ensrlish  claim  it,  speak  of  it  somewhat 
parriculariy.     The  ocean  is  on  the  south,  and  the  East 
river  on  the  noith  side  ot  it  ;  and  as  we   have  said,  it  is 
on  account  of  its  good  situation,  of  its  land,  and  of  its, 
convenient    harbors,    and    anchoring-   places — a    crown 
for  New  Netherland.     The  East  river  separates  it  iVom 
^lanathans  Island  as  far  as  the  llelies'at.     It  is  tolera- 
bly wide   and   convenient ;  and   has  been   inhabited  by 
our  freemen   from   the  first,   according  as  opportunities 
oflered.     In  the  year  1010,  a  Scotchman,  v/ith  an  h'ncr-        ^ 
Jish  commission,  was  arrested  by  Director  V/illiani  Kieft.  I'mm"'  r;.'Mie 
He  laid  claim  to  the  island,  but  his  pretension  was  not  l^'),',|^'",•!mc'd 
much  regarded;  for  which  reason  he  departed  without  "'c  i^i^'nd. 
accomplishiniT  any  thing,  havins:  infiaenced   only  a  few 
simple  people.     I)irector  Kielt  also  afterwards  sent  and 
broke  up  the  English  who  wished  to  begin  a  settlement 
at  Oyster  Bay,  and  thus  it  has  remained  from  that  time 
to  the  present. 

In  the  year  1047.  a  Scotchman  came  here,  who  called  Fnrcstcr.po- 
himself  Captain   Forester,  and   claimed   this  island   ibr  i,""7.«„'cr 
the  Dowager  of  Sterling,  whose  governor  he  gave  him-  ot  t^nrimg. 
self  out  to  be.     He  had  a  commission  dated  in  the   18tli 
year  of  King  James'  reign,  but  it  \vas  not  siirned  by  his 
Majesty  or  any  body  else.     Appended  to  it  was  an  old 
seal  which  we  could'  not  decipher.     His  commi<>inn  em- 
braced the   whole   of  Lons:   Island,   together   with   five 
leagues  round  about  it.  as  well  the  main  land  as  islands. 
He  had  also  full  authority  iVom  iMary,  dowacrer  of  Stin*- 
ling,  but  this  was   all.     Nevertheless  the  man  was  very  ■   '' 

consequential,  and  said  on  his  first  arrival,  that  he  came 
here  to  see  Governor  Stuyvesant's  commission,  and  if 
that  was  better  than  his,  he  was  willing  to  give  way  ;  if 
not,  Governor  Stuyvesant  must  yield  to  him.  To  make 
the  matter  short,  the  Director  took  copies  of  the  jiajicrs 
and  sent  the  man  tf)  Holland  in  the  Falconer  ;  but  as  this  / 

vessel  put  into  England,  the  man  did  not  reach  Hollaiul, 
having  escaped  there,  and  never  trou!)!ing  the  captain 
afterwards.  The  Enslish  have  since  boasted  of  this 
very  loudly,  and  have  also  <riven  out  that  he  had  airain 
arrived  at  Boston,  but  we  have  not  seen  him.  It  is  to 
be  apprehended  that  if  he  has  come  now,  some  new  act 
will  be  committed.  Ibr  which  reason  it  would  be  well  to 
hasten  the  redress  of  New  Netherland.* 

•  See  Note  A,  post. 
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OF  THE  FRESH  RIVER. 

After  Fort  Good  Hope,  begun  in  the  year  1C23,*  on  the 
Fre^h  river,  \A-as  finished,  sometime  had  ehipsed  when 
an  Eiiglii?h  bark  arrived  there.  Jacob  Van  Curler,  Com- 
missary of  the  Company,  by  order  of  Director  Wouter 
"\'an  Twillcr,  protested  against  it,  but  notwithstanding 
his  protest  they  did,  a  year  or  t^vo  aitcrwards,  come 
,','r*^*'r^j;- there  with  some  families.  A  protest  was  also  made 
rni['oir''pro-  against  them;  but  it  was  very  manifest  that  these  peo- 
^'^-  pic  had  little  respect  for  it,  for  notwithstanding  our  pro- 

tests they  have  tinally  seized  and  possessed  the  whole  of 
nlir/  rfc".!  the  Fresh  river,  atul  have  proceeded  so  far  in  their  shame- 
u'sxi"'  nmi  '''^'^  cour>e  as,  in  the  year  1(J40,  to  seize  the  company's 
.r.tr' nil,,..*:  farnis  at  the  Fort,  paving  no  regard  to  the  i  rotcsts  which 
i>..  ri'vi-r  we  made.  They  have  gone  even  still  further,  and  have 
belabored  the  Company's  people  witli  sticks  and  heavy 
•jhey    ♦^"l  clubs;  and   have  forcibly  thrown  into  the   river  their 


•nd  A.-.-niy  pluuglis  aud  Other  instruments,  while  they  were  on  the 
Bieuu.' '"'''"   J'l'id   lor  the  purpose  of   working,  and  have  let  their 
horses  loose.     The  sam(!  things  have  happened  very  fre- 
quently.    They  also  obtained  the  hogs  and  cows  belong- 
They     -ell  iiig  to  the  Fort,  and  several  times  sold  some  of  them  fur 
our  cEuic.     jji^   ])ur[)o--e,  as   they   said,  of  repairing   the    damage. 
Against  all   tiiese  acts,  and  each  one  in  particular,  pro- 
ivv  !  tests  were  repeatedly  made,  but  they  were  met  with 

<,.v  .  .  ridicule.  'J'here  were  several  letters  written  in  Latin  to 
i.  ,:;,  •  their  governors;  of  which  letters  and  protests,  minutes 
,   -  or  copies  remain    with    the    Company's   officers,   from 

winch  a  much  fuller  account  of  these  transactions  could 
Thfy  have  ^>^  made,     i'ait  all  opposition  was  in  vain,  for  having 
hV«ru  tin'-'  ''^'^   ''^  smack  of  the  goodness  and  convenience  of  this 
the  coiiury  river,  and  discovered  the  diflerence    bet\\ecn  the  land 
w'e«i'y'd.'-  there  and  that  more  easterly,  they  would  not  go  back  ; 
wrttd  I..IQ  j^(,f  ■would  thf-y  put  themselves   under  the   protection  of 
tlieir  lliuh  ?^lightinesses,  although  they  were  respectfully 
exhorted  thereto,  as  was  desirable  Irom  the  first  they 
a' '(   -■  should  have  done. 

^.■..,>;,;v)-  ,;     . 

UAi  ;  ..v;     f'  :•    .,  ,    I-  ;     ■  :  •  A  miBpriDt  for  1633. 


/„i<«aini^   ^AK  HD    <oii/>v<ci4ij«'ix«  fl7t 


.iiunn  i'<3)n  ai-r  ^lo 


,..i/u-...  f 


■,    i,   ..      Mi   ..i'.v   .1    •  '/I 
^|,-.l  ,       ■.■■■   '■   ..---I  ■    •..,    ; 


1  .; 


RE7RESEXTATI0N'    OF    NEW    NETHERLAJJD.  277 


OF  THE  RIGHT  OF  THE  XETHERLANDERS  TO  THE  FRESH 
RIVER. 

To  speak  from  the  beginning,  our  people  had  carefully  °."Je  '"^"''ha 
explored  and  discovered  the  most  northcrlv  parts  of  New  '■f*'  t".iii<e 

TV'         I  1  1  1  1  ■  1  I    "  •    1  '    i-~t  (inSSCSMim  of 

iNetherland  and  some  distance  on  the  other  ?ideot  Cape  the  country- 
Cod,  as  it  is  called,  before  the  English  were  known  here,  much'^of  il".' 
and  had  set  up  our  Arms  upon  Cape  Cod  as  an  act  of 
possession.     In  the  year  It]  14  our  traders  had  not  only 
traded  at  the  Fresh  River,  but  had  also  ascended  it  be- 
fore any  English  had  ever  dreamed  of  going  there,  which 
they  did  first  in  the  year  1G3G,  alter  our  fort,  the  Good 
Hope,  had  been  a  long  time  in  esse  and  most  all  the 
lands  on  both  sides  the  river  had  been  purchased  by  our 
people  from  the  Indians,  which  purchase  took  place  prin- 
cipally in  the  year  1G32.     Kievcis-koeck  *  was  also  pur- 
chased at  the  same  time  by  one  Hans  den   Siuys,  an 
officer  of  the  company.     At  this  place  the  States'  arms 
had  been  affixed  to  a  tree  in  token  of  possession  ;  but  ^j^^  En^u^h 
the  English  who  now  possess  the  Fresh  River  have  torn  throw  down 
them  down  and  enirraved  a  ridiculous  face  in  their  place.  Thpir^iiish 
Whether  this  was  done  by  authority  or  not,  cannot  be  ci'^anr'set 
positively  asserted  ;  it  is  however  supposed  that  it  was.  "p  ^  '•'•i'-u- 

T.    1          ,     *  1  1  1  -11  -  .     lous  mask  in 

It  has  been  so  charged  upon  them  m  several  letters,  but  it  iheir  place. 
has  never  been  followed  up.     Besides  they  have,  contra 
jus  gentium,  pet'  fas  et  nefas,  invaded  the  whole  river, 
for  the  reason,  as  they  sa\>  that  the  land  was  lying  idle 
and  waste,  which  was  not  true  at  the  time  they  came  ; 
for  there  was  already  built  upon  the  river  a  fort  which 
continued  to  be  possessed  by  a  garrison.     There  was 
also  a  large  brewery  near  the    fort,   belonging  to  the 
Dutch  or  the  Company.     Most  of  the  land  was  bought 
and  appropriated  and  the  arms   of    their  High  I\ligh- 
tinesses  were  set  up  at  Kievets  Hoeck,  which  is  situated 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  so  that  every  thing  was  done  Fvery  thing 
that  could  be  done  except  that  the  country  was  not  all  th^couMba 
actually   occupied.     The    I'^n^lish   therefore  wished  to  'i'>''e.,ei'-';i't 
regard  it  the  same  as  it  it  were  in  their  power  to  estab-  coumry. 
lish  laws  for  our  nation  in  its  own  purchased  lands  and 
limits,  and  direct  liow  and  in  what  manner  it  should  in- 
troduce pco])le  into  the  country.     But  it  does  not  turn 

•  Now  called  Sayb.Twk  Point.    Eicvii,  of  Kiowit,  is  the  bird  peuit. 
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out  pxacth,  acconlin^-  to  their  cesire  and  pleasure,  that 
they  ha\f^  tl'.e  ri'j:hf  io  invride  and  appropriate  these 
vvattTS,  laiidtj  and  jurUdietioti  lo  tlietnseives. 


OF  THE  RODEX-EERCH,   BY   THE   ENGLISH   CALLED   NEW 
HAVEN,  AND  0TB i£R  PLACES  OF  LESS  IMPORTANCE. 


Of  the  Kns 


'J'ur.  nunilor  of  -illa&es  in  the  pc^session  of  the  Enj^- 

lish.  from  Xe\v  Holland  or  Cajjc  Cod  to  ^raniford,  within 

[;,"i'-  the  limits  of  ihe  X.-therianders,  is  about  thirty,  and  they 


miiiiy  in 

ccnlain.  -  .  ,  ,     ,  .  ,  ,   . 

1  heir  cattle,  coavs  and  horses  are  estimated  at  thirty 

thousand  ;    their  goats  and  hogs  cannot  be   stated,  as 

neither  of  them  can  be  fully  known  because  there  arc 

several  ])laces  wliich  cannot  well  pass  lor  villages,  but 

Mhich  nevertheless  are  beginnings  of  villages.     Among 

the  villafres,  l^oden-Berch,*  or  Kew  Haven,  is  the  first. 

uo"  "nhe  ^^  ^'^^  ^  Governor,  contains  about  three   hundred  and 

New    Ens-  forty  families,  and  is  one  of  the  members  of  the  United 

niei'  whi'rh  Colonies  of  .\ew  England,  of  which  there  are  four  in  all. 

are  four  la      'j'jjj^  placc  was  bcguu  clevcn  yeas  ago,  in  the  year 

1038,  since  when  the  people  have  broken  off  and  formed 

■Milfoi'd,   iStrattbrd,   Stamibrd    and  the    trading    house 

belbre  sj)oken  oC,  (tc. 

Dir<'cti>r  Kieft  lias  caused  several  protests  to  be  drawn 

up,  in  Latin  and  in  otiier  languages,  commanding  them  by 

virtue  of  his  connnissions  iromtlie  Lords  States  General, 

His  Highness  the  Prince  of  Orange  and  the  Most  Noble 

Directors  of  the    Chartered    West    India  Company,  to 

desist    from    their    proceedings    and    usurpations,    and 

warning  them,  in  case  they  did  not,  that  we  would,  as 

The  En'-u-h  ^'^""  ''^''  '"*■  ''^  Opportunity  should  present,  exact  of  them 

continue   to  Satisfaction    therefor.     But    it    u-as   hiwckins;  at  a  dead 

HnX.  .iNre*^  711(111  s  ddor,  as  they  did  not  regard  these  protests  or  even 

firVi'tcji^ am!  ^'''^0  ^".^'  Hoticc  of  them;  on    the   contrary  they  have 

i^enl-i'ves  s^"^'?''^  many  subtiM'fuges,  circumstances,  false  pretences 

by  suueiiu-  and  soplii^tical  arguments  to  give  color  to  their  doings, 

*"■  and  to  throw  a  cloud  upon  our  lawl'ui  title  and  valid 

rights,  in  order  to  trick  us  out  of  them.     General  Stuy- 

vesant  also  has  had  many  questions  with  them,  growing 

■  vt'   ..S-^',.',''.-:- -A'ii*'.  •Red-Mountain.    .  ..   .   .■;,.... .x  •.   ' '.  •  • 
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out  of  this  mcittcr,  b'jt  it  remains  as  it  was.     The  ntrnost 

that  they  have  cn  er  been  Avii'iiif;^  to  come  to,  is  to  declare  , , 

that  the  disp'jte  coii'.d  not  be  seitlr.i  jn  this  country,  and 

that  they  desired  and   were    satisfied    ih.'it  their  High  .     • 

jMightinesses  should  arrange  it  with  liieir  sovereign.     It 

is  highly  necessary  that  this  should  be  done,  inasmuch 

as  the  English  have  already  seized,  and  are  in  possession  They  hare 

of,  almost  halt'of  .\e\v  ?\Vthf  rland,  which  hereafter  n)ust  oi' New  Ne- 

be  of  very  great  importance.     It  is  ttu:refore  heartily  to  '*'«^''""<'- 

be  desired  that  their  Higli  IvI'ghtinesses  will  be  pleased 

to  take  this  subject  into  serious  consideration  liefore  it 

shall  go  further,  and  the  b.'cach  hv^come  iirepavabie. 

We  must  now  pass  to  the  fc-outh  river,  called  by  the 
English  Delaware  Bay,  first  speaking  of  the  boundaries  ; 
but  before  doing  so,  v/e  cannot  omit  to  say  that  there 
has  been  here,  both  in  the  lime  of  Director  Kieft  and  in 
that  of  General  Stuyvesant,  a  certain  Englishuian.  who  -.^  t,]^^,^ 
called  himself  Sir  Edwaf-d  Piowden.  with  the  title  of  rioey'ien, 
Earl  Palatine  of  New  Albion,  who  claimed  that  the  land  ot''Ncw'''M- 
on  the  West  side  of  the  North  river  to  Virginia  was  his,  ^™-  ''""^',1 
by  j;ift  of  King  James  of  England,  but  he  said  he  did  not  ^«*^   ncih- 
wish  to  have  any  strife  with  the  Dutch,  though  he  was  ^" 
very  much  piqued  at  the  Swedish  Governor,  John  Printz, 
at  the  South  river,  on  account  of  some  affront  given  him, 
too  long  to  relate.     He  said  that  when  an  opportunity 
should  offer  he  would  go  there  and  take  possession  of  tho 
river.     In    short  it  amounts  to  this,  according   to   the 
claims  of  the  English,  that  there  is  nothing  left  for  the 
subjects  of  Their  High  Mightinesses, — one   must  have 
this  far,  and  another  that  far,  but  as  between  themselves 
they  never  fall  short.* 


OF  THE  SOUTH  RIVER  AND  THE  BOUNDARIES  THERE. 

As  we  have  now  come  to  speak  of  the  South  River 
and  the  most  southerly  portion  of  New  Netheriand,  we 
will,  since  it  is  well  distiniruished  from  the  other  part,  re- 
late every  thing  from  the  beginning,  and  as  briefly  as  is 
practicable.  The  boundaries,  as  we  find  them,  extend 
to  Capo  Henlopen,  many  miles  south  of  Cape  Cornelius, 

.-,.    ^  :.-■.: .   •See  Note  B,  post.  .     -^  . ,., _, .; 


QTi: 


■Ai   ,!;<;iv,iy[ 


-I';.-,' 


n   'Ml  i!  i    'HI  « J   OJ 


t;-.Vt  psi' 


gM  RT.Pri^StKVATTOX    OF    KEW    NETHERLAND. 

'at    tlie    Irt'tuiie   vi'   tVAriy-vight    degrees.     The    coast 

6ii-e(cLes.  one  course  ^^illi  anothov,  west-southwest  aivl 

v/fst;   .'ind  althou?;h  this   Cape  ilenloDcu  is  not  muc'u 

esteemed,   it   is   nevettheltsr,  proper  that  it  should  b'; 

brought  to  our  attention,  as  being-  well  situated,  not  only 

in  regard  to  the  position  of  the   country,  but  also  as 

•t^t  Ecrii^h  relates  to  the  trade  with  irje  Indians  at  the  South  river, 

l"^  m^kfng  which  the  Er-glish  ard  Sv.-edes  are  striving  after  very 

r "'"'■•'■  hard,  as  we  will  show.     ^'\  hen  the  boundaries  of  this 

lift"*  of  the  countrv  shall  be  settled,  these  people  should  without  fur- 

r/""'wb;'ch  ther  question  be  ousted,  and  both  the  enjoyment  of  the 

Ihr'^'boun*-  productions  of  the  land  and  the  trade  be  retained  lor  the 

^"T-  subjects  of  Their  High  Mightinesses. 


'■      .  OF  THE  SOUTH  BAY  AND  SOUTH  RIVER. 

.     .  ,    .        TifK  South  Bay  and  South  River,  by  many  called  the 
of  ii...  *o„ih  rocond  great  river  ot  iNew  jNetherhand,  is  situated  at  the 
53  Lu^'"'*  latitude  of  33  degrees  53  minutes.     It  has  two  head- 
lands or  capes, — the  more  northerly  bearing  the  name 
of  Cape  May,  the  more  southerly,  that  of  Cape  Cornelius. 
The  bay  was  called  Newport- jMay,  but  at  the  present  time 
is  known  as  Godyn's  bay.    'i  hese  names  were  given  to  the 
re  wiit  d!.   P''^'^'*'^  about  the  time  of  their  first  discovery,  before  any 
t..,errd    In  Others  Were  givcii  them.     The  discovery,  moreover,  took 
tl'^hc'sh^p  place  at  the  same  time  with  that  of  the  North  River,  and 
Uiiic, Mitn.  [jy  ti,^.  s;;inn.  sjiip  and  persons,  who  entered  the  South  Bay 
before  tln>y  came  to  llic  North  River,  as  is  all  to  be  read, 
at  len_Mli,  in  the  "  Nlcnuc  Werelt''  of  Johannes  de  Laet. 
At  the  same  time  that  the  forts  were  laid  out  on  the 
North  and  Fresh  rivers,  after  (zederl)  the    year  1G23, 
Fori  s-juia  fort  Nassau  was  erected  upon  this  river,  which,  in  com- 
luc  fyu'r!  "'  nioii  jiarlance,  is  called  the  South  river.     It  was  the  first 
of  the  four,  and  was  built  with  the  same  object  and  de- 
sign as  the  others,  as  hereiiibefore  related.     It  lies  on  the 
east  bank,  but  it  would  have  done  as  well  on  the  west 
■'    '■'    bank,  fitteen  miles  up  the;  river.     'J'he  bay  runs  for  the 
'"  ''        .nobt  part  north  and  south;  is  called  Newport- l\lay  or 
Godyn's  bay;  and  is  niiie  miles  long  before  you  conic 
to  the  river,  and  six  miles  wide,  so  that  you  cannot  see 
from  one  side  to  the  other.     On  account  of  certain  bars 
it  ic  somewhat  dangerous  for  inexperienced  navigators 


i!    lu  :.i'>rn 
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but  not  so  for  those  ^vho  are  acquainted  with  the  chan- 
nels. This  bay  and  rivrr  is  comjmred  by  its  admirers 
vith  tho  river  Amazon,  that  is,  by  such  of  them  as  have  '^^e   soutb 

II  1  •       I   •    1      •  •  1  1  [       1  1    b  ly  and  riv- 

seen  hot  a  ;  each  of  Mliich  i^  considered  one  oi   the  most  rr  are  com- 
beautiful,  and  the  best  and  pleasantest  rivers  in  the  world  {^]^^l    ^.^^ 
of  itself  and  as  rep:ards  otiiers  convenient  to  it.     Four-  ''"°"'  ^■^"^ 
teen  streams  empty  into  this  river,  the  least  of  them  nav-  Amazon. 
igable  for  two  or  three  mih^s  ;  and  on  both  sides  tliere 
are  tolerably  level  lands  of  great  extent.     Two  miles  ^J*^^  ^-^i^i^ 
from  Cape  Cornelius,  where  you  enter  on  the  west  side, lies  naThnbe 
a  certain  ki!,  which  might  br  taken  for  an  ordinary  river 
or  stream,  being  navigable  far  up,  and  afiording  a  beau- 
tiful road-stead  for  ships  of  all   burdens.     There  is  no 
other  like  it  in  the  whole  bay  for  safetj'  and  convenience.        •  ^     ' 
The  main  channel  tor  navigation  runs  close  by  the  place 
we  call  the  Hoere-kil.     From  whence  this  name  is  de- 
rived we  do  not  know,*  so  long  is  it  since  this  place  was 
taken  and  colonized  by  Netherlanders,  years  before  any 
English  or  Swedes  came  tlicre.     The  States"  arms  were 
set  up  at  this  place  in  copncr,  but  as  thcv  were  thrown  _,,     „.  .   , 

1  1  ^  .       ,   .  ^11.  1       /-,     *         •  1  ^^^    States' 

down  by  some  mischievous  Indians,  the  C  ommissary  there  arms    wero 
very  firmly  insisted  upon,  and  demanded,  the  head  of  bc'we  ^^\he 
the    oflcnder.      The    Indians    not    knowing   otherwise  ^"^/.''J^    "' 
brought  a  head,  saying  it  was  his  ;  and  the  affair  was  came. 
supposed  to  be  all  settled,  but    some  time  al'terwards, 
when  our  people  were  working  unsuspectingly  in  their 
fields,  the  Indians  came  in  the  guise  of  I'riendship,  and 
distributing  themselvesamong  the  Dutch  in  proportionate 
numbers,  surprised  and  murdered  them.     By  this  means  in     eonse- 
the  Colony  was  again  reduced  to  nothing;  but  it  \vas  J'he"'if,„rder 
nevertheless  scaled  with  blood  and  dearly  enough  bought,  of  the  coio- 

There  is  another  kil  on  the  east  side  called  the  Varck-  I'loere-kii, 
ens  kil,  (Hog  creek.)t  three  miles  within   the  mouth  of  J,';^,'  '"'^^J 
the  river.     Here  some   l-'n2:lish  had  settled  themselves,  *""    ^or  ■■ 

,  1^.  T'  •     (•  "  1  •  I      -  !•  lime. 

but  Director  Ivieit  protested  against  tlieir  proceedings, 
and  drove  them  away,  having  been  assisted  in  doing  so,  < 

somewhat,  by  the  Swedes,  who  had  airreed  with  him  to  •.  '^ 

keep  out  the   English,     The  Swedish  Governor,  consid- 
ering an  opportunity  then  oifered  to  him,  caused  a  Fort  TheSw^de* 
to  be  built  at  this  place,  called  J-]hinhorg;'l  and  mani-  thmburgh! 

•  It  meaiis  harlot's  creek,  and  wns£o  caiietl, according  to  the  Kort  Verhael, 
from  a  well  knosvn  custom  ot  liie  Indians  towards  strangers,  which  was  there 
practiced  by  them  towards  the  Dutch  who  first  came  to  that  place.  ■'   -  ••' 

t  Now  called  Salem  Creek.  > 

t  Afterwards  destroyed  by  the  Lenni  Lenape,  on  its  abandonment  by  the       .,.       .     ., 
Swedes,  whole  flit  in  consequence,  uot  of  Dutch  prowcEs,  but  of  the  niubqiutoes. 
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fests  there  great  boldness  towards  every  one,  even  over 
the   Company's  boats.     All   Avho  go  to  tiie  .South   river, 
must  strike  the  ilag  before  this  Fort,  none  excepted; 
and  two  men  are  sent  on  board  to  ascertain  Irom  whence 
the  yachts  or  ships  come.     It  is  not  much   better  than 
exercising  the  right  of  search.     It  will,  to  all  appearance, 
The  Swedes  come  to  this  la  the  end.     What  authority  these  people 
lixht  to  ihe  can  have  to  do  this,  we  know  not ;  nor  can  we  compre- 
souih  river.  )^^j^({  j^qw  otHcers  of  Other  potentates,  (as  they  them- 
selves say  they  nre,  but  what  commission  they  have  we 
do  not  yet  know,)  can  make   themselves  master  of',  and 
assume  authority  over,  land  and  goods  belonj^ing  to  and 
^.  possessed  by  other  people,  and  scaled  with  their  blood, 

•■:  independently  of  the  patent.     The   Minqiias-hil*  is  the 

(?  first  upon  the   river,  and  there  the   Swedes  have  built 

►-     .  Fort  Christina.     This  place   is  well  situated,  as  lar^e 

J,  ships  can  lie  close  against  the  shore  to  load  and  unload. 

j;  There    is,  besides  others,  a  place    on  the  river  called 

,  Schuylkil.f  (a  convenient   and  navigable  stream.)  here- 

tofore possessed   by  the   Netherlanders,  but  how  is  it 
,  now?  The  Swedes  have  it  almost  entirely  under  their 

r  Several  pia-  dominiou.  Tiicrc  are  in  the  river  several  beautiful  large 
t  6^uth''ru''er  i'-^l^iHls,  aud  othcr  places  which  were  formerly  possessed 
^      In     p.is$e^-  },y  (lie  Xcthcrlanders,  and  which  still  bear  the  names 

lion  of   our      •.  ,         , 

ptoi-ie.         given  by  them.      Ihese  facts,  with  various  other  matters, 
,  constitute  suiiicient  and  abundant  proof  that  the  river  be- 

longs to  the  Aethorlanders,  and  not  to  the  vSwedes,  whose 
beginnings  can  be  shown  by  witnesses  to  have   been 
The  Swedei  made   only  eleven   years   ago,  in  the  year  1G38,J  when 
^«''f°uhoi'd  0"^'   Minne-vils.  who  before   that   time  had  had  the  Di- 
nvrr"^""b)-  '''■''^'^-"i  'It  fl^*-'  M^nathans,  on  behalf  of  the  West  India 
trickery.  •     Company,   arrived  in  the   river  with  the   ship  Kalmcr- 
^Sirt/trl,  (Key  of  Calmar,)   and  the    yacht,    Vogd-Gryp, 
(Grillen.)  givinc^  out  to  the  Netherlanders  who  lived  up 
the  river,  under  the  Company,  and  the  Heer  Vander  Ne- 
derhorst.  that  he  was  on  a  voyage  to  the  West  Indies, 
and  that  passing  by  there,  he  wished  to  do  some  repairs, 
and  to  furnish  tlic  ships   with   water  and   wood,  and 
ThePw       "^^'f*"^^'  t^^^'"  l''<i\'t'.     Some  time  afterwards,  some  of  our 
makea"i!tue  peoplc   goiiig  tiicrc   again,  Ibund   that  the   Swedes  had 
larden.        ^]<^,jp  uiorc,  and   had  already  made  a  small  garden  lor 
raising  salads,  pot-herbs  and  the  like.     They  wondered 
at  this,  and  inquired  of  the  Swedes  what  it  meant,  and 

•  Christina  Creek.      +  Translated  Skulkingcrceh.     tSce  Note  C.  post. 
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whether  they  intended  to   stay  there.     They  excused 
themselves  by  various  reasons  and  subterfuges,  but  not- 
withstanding which,  it  was  supposed  such  was  their  de- 
sign.     Still    later   became  apparent,  from  their  build- 
ing a  fort,  what  their  intentions  were.     Du'ector  Kiei't, 
when  he  obtained  information  of  the  matter,  protested 
against  it,  but   in  vain.     It   was  plainly  and   clearly  to  Protestmade 
be  seen,  in  the  progress  of  the   atiair,  that  they  did  not  smtev'lrrai 
intend  to   leave.     It  is  matter  of  evidence  that  above ''^'"f- 
Ma^hchachansie*  near  the  Sankikans,]  the  arms  of  Their 
High  iMightinesses  were   erected  by  order  of  Director 
Kieft,  as  a  symbol  that  the  river,  with  all  the  country 
and  the  lands  around  there,  were  held  and  owned  under 
Their  High  Mightinesses.     But  what  iruits  has  it  pro- 
duced as  yet,  other  than  continued  derision  and  deroga- 
tion of  dignity  ?  For  the  Swedes,  with  intolerant  inso-  ^he  swedes 
lence,  have  thrown  down  the  arms,  which  are  sufiered  '^''"^ ''""", 
to  remam  so,  and  this  is  looked  upon  by  tnem,  ana  par-  arms, 
ticularly  by  their  Governor,  as  a  Roman   achievement. 
True,  we  have   made  several  protests,  as  well  against 
this  as  other  transactions,  but  they  have  had  as  much 
effect  as  the  flying  of  a  crow  overhead ;  and  it  is  believed 
that  if  this  Governor  had  a  supply  of  men,  there  would 
be  more  madness  in  him  than   there  has  been  in   the  t.,,^  p,,-^^,, 
English,  or  any  of  their  Governors.     In  brief,  in  regard  or  the  com- 
to  the  Swedes,  the  Company's  onicers  will  be  able  to  p,vo  a  fni'ier 
make  a  more  pertinent  explanation,  as  all  the  papers  f,';'"!,'"^^^'"^. 
remain  with  them ;  besides,  it  is  to  their  journals  we  in?'  oi  ihe 
ourselves  reler. 

The  English  have  sought  at  different  times  and  places 
to  coloni.^e  this  river,  which  they  say,  is  annexed  to  their 
territory,  but  this  has  as  yet  been  prevented  by  different  ^^^^  ^^^,.^j^ 
protests.     We   have   also  expelled  them  by  Ibrce,  well  dr,ven"frntn 
knowing  that  if  they  once  settled  there,  we' should   lose  ;,he=i""'hn- 
the  river  or  hold  it  with  diiTiculty,  as  they  would  swarm 
there  in  great  numbers.     There  arc  great  reports  daily, 
that  the  l-^nglish  will  soon  repair  there  v\'ith  many  lanii- 
lies.     It  is  certain  that  if  they  do  come  and  nestle  down 
there,  they  will  soon  possess  it  so  completely,  that  neither 
Hollanders  nor  Swedes,  in  a  short  time,  will  have  much 
to  say;  at  least,  we  run  a  chance  of  losing  the  wiiole,       ;    ,    . 

•  Mnghrhackans^e,  or,  ns  it  is  spelt  by  Cnmpnniii?.  Mrkaiisin-si/'r''"',  ^^'fs,       ^  . 
as  its  ttniiinaiion  denotei?,  a  siiiall  stream  which  emptied  una  uie  Delaware      ,_,,_.. 
on  the  east  side,  probably  Crosswick  crecli  at  Bordentown. 

+  The  Sankikans  were  seated  at  Aseinpink,  now  Trenton. 
eECOND  eERfES,  VOL.   11.  22 
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or  U;e  greatest  part  of  the  river,  if  remarkal>lc  prccau- 
lioii  be  Dot  VHid      It  could  bo  rclained  it  there  were  p. 
population;  but  the  M?.nagers  of  the  Company  to  this 
V'J.ff/'',"  day  have  had  nn  regard  to  peopling  the  country  worth 
rh! ''c''un»y  ihc  while,  though  the  subject  lias  been  fully  broi)£:!ii  bt- 
i..i:rcu;jit»  f^jj.g  ^lieiD  in  sevcFal  docurrienis.     Tliey  have  been  other 
*""' '        wise  employed;    icr  it  ho.s    been  with  this  mailer  as 
with  the  rest,  that  avarice  Las  blinded  wisdom.     'I'he 
report  row  is  that  the  English  intend  to  build  a  vilhige 
and  trading  house  there  ;  and  indeed  if  they  begin,  there 
is  nobody  in  this  country  who,  on  the  ccm])any's  bchalt", 
can  or  apparently  will,  make  much  elibrt  to  prevent 
cerwin  Ne-  them.     JNot  ioi'ger  ago  tl-an  last  vear,  several  free  iier- 
feeutntsia-  sous,^  some  or  w:iom  v/ere  our  ov/n  countrymen  wlio  had 
Selves  on"'   ^^  could  havc  gcod  mastcrs  in  Fatherland,  wished  to  es- 
^hes..mhri-  tablish  a  trading  house  and  erect  some  breweries  in  the 
plantation,  upon   condition  that  certain  privileges  and 
exemptions  should  be  extended  to  them  ;  but  this  was 
',  refused  by  the  General,  saying,  that  he  could  not  do  it, 

not  having  any  order  or  authority  from  the  noble  Lords 
"  J.Iayors  ;  but  if  they  were  walling  to  begin  there  without 

privileges,  they  could  do  so.     And  when  we  represented 
to  His  Honor  that  such  were  offered  by  our  neighbors 
all  around  us,  if  ■>.^  e  would  only  declare  ourselves  willing 
to  be  called  members  of  their  government,  and  that  this 
place  ran  a  thousand  dangers  from    the   Swedes   and 
The   Direc-  English,  His  Honor  answered  that  it  was  well  known  to 
the  luwe  of  be  as  we  said,  (as  he  himself  did,  in  fact,  well  know.)  and 
"ing  th^e''"'''  that  tlie  reason  was  also  before  us,  that  the  orders  which 
on"th7co"m-  ^^^   ^^^^  ^^'^^  ^^^  Mayors  f  were  so,  and  he  could  not 
pany.  auswer  for  them.     Now  wx  are  ignorant  in  these  mat- 

ters, but  one  thing  or  the    other  must  be  true,  either 
it  is  the  fault  of  the  Director  or  jManagers,  or  of  both  of 
them.     However  it  may  be,  one  shifts  the  blame  upon 
the  other,  and  between  them  both  every  thing  goes  to 
Foreigners     I'uiu.     Foreigners  enjoy  the  country  and  fare  very  well ; 
i'ieranj"^ri-  ^^^'^y  ^^'^?^  '-^^  "s  if  wc  Say  any  thing;  they  enjoy  privi- 
viieges.        leges  and  exemptions,  which,  if  our  Netherlanders  had 
enjoyed  as  they  do,  would  without  doubt,  next  to  the 
help  of  God,  without  which  we  are  powerless,  have  en- 
abled our  people  to  flourish  as  well  or  better  than  they 

•  Free  persons  were  those  who  came  to  New  Netlierland,  not  as  coloiiis'.s 
under  the  patrotms,  or  aa  employes  of  the  West  ladia  Coiupaiiy,  but  ca 
;,     .  ,     their  own  account. 

.,  .  t  Managers,  called  M'^jort. 
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do  ;  ^rgo,  the  Company  or  their  officers  have  hitherto 

hern  and  are  still  the  cause  of  its  not  faring-  better  with  y^^^^  ,,  „„ 

Hie   country.     On    account    of  their  cupidity    and    bad  rn'S|.cct    of 

•'         ,  .  ,  ,  *      1     •  1  ]    •  'l'«    country 

inanai^ement  there  is  no  liope,  so  long  as  the  land  is  un-  bcinc  beurr 
der  their  government,  that  it  will  go  on  any  better  ;  I)Ut  if  f/'umier 
it  will  grow  worse.  This,  however,  is  not  the  proper  'i^e  compa- 
place  to  speak  of  these  things. 


OF  THE  SITUATION  AND  GOODNESS  OF  THE  WATERS. 

Having  given  an  account  of  the  situation  of  the  country 
and  its  boundaries,  and  having  consequently  spoken  of 
the  location  of  the  rivers,  it  will  not  be  foreign  to  our 
purpose  to  add  a  Avord  as  to  the  goodness  and  conven- 
ience of  the  v^'aters ;    whicii  are  salt,  brackish,  or  fresh, 
according  to  their  locality.     There  are  in  New  Neth(>r-  Th«re  are 
land  four  principal  rivers';  the  most  southerly  is  usually  ["^'J^ln'^/w 
called    the  South  river,   and  the  bay  at   its    entrance,  ^eiiieriand. 
Godyn's  Bay.     It  is  so  called  not  because  it  runs  to  the 
south,  but  because  it  is  the  most  southerly  river  in  New    '     '      •! 
Netherland.     Another  which  this  lies  south  of  or  nearest 
to,  and  which  is  the   most   important  as  regards  trade    ^ 
and   population,  is  called  Rio  Jlonfa/ijes,  from    certain 
mountains,  and  Mauritius  river,  but  generally,  the  North 
river,  because  it  reaches  farthest  north.     The  third  is  the  The  East 

•n  •  1111  •  (^     1        -V  T-  river  is  so 

hiast  river,  so  called  because  it  runs  east  of  the  :\lan-  eiiicd  be- 
athans.     This  is  regarded  by  many  not  as  a  river  but  as  e^sf  an/"°* 
a  bay,  because  it  is  extremely  wide  in  some  places  and  ^^esc 
connects  at  both  ends  with  the  sea.     We  however  con- 
sider it  a  river  and  such  it  is  commonly  reckoned.     The 
fourth  is  called  the  Fresh  river,  because  the  water  is  for 
the  most  part  fresh,  more  so  than  the  others.     Besides 
these  rivers,  there  are  many  bays,  havens    and   inlets, 
very  convenient  and  useful,  some  of  which  might  well 
be  classed  among  rivers.     There  arc  numerous  bodies 
of  water  inland,  some  large,  others  small,  besides  navi- 
gable   kils  like  rivers,  and  many  creeks  very  advanta- 
geous for  the  purpose  of  navigating  through  t!ie  country, 
as  the  map  of  New  Netherland  will  jirove.     There  are  Many   miii- 
various  waterfalls  and  streams,  kils  at  to  erect  mills  of  «"•«"'"'■ 
all  kinds  upon  for  the  use  of  man.  and  innumerable  small 
rivulets  over  the  whole  country,  like  veins  in  the  body  ; 
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but  thcv  are  all  fresh  water,  except  some  on   the  sea 
shore,  which  are  salt  and  fresh  or  brackish,  but  very  rrood 
boili  for  wild  and  domestic  animals  to  drink.    The  surplus 
waters  are  lost  in  the  rivers  or  in  the  sea.     iJesides  all 
I'^n'-t  »nd  these  there  are  fountains  without  number,  and  sprincrs  all 
t'.,.n;"..ns,     over,  even  at  phaces  where  water  would  not  be  expected  ; 
n'u'h         as  on  cliffs  and  rocks  whence  sj^ring  veins  are  certain  to 
r'n v^f '"nn<i  issuc.     Somc  of  thcm  are  wortliy  of  being  remembered, 
nr,. vf ry cold  j^^^.     j^|..  bccauso:, tlicv  are  all  (except  in  the  thickets) 
very  clear  and  pure,  but  because;  many  have  these  prop- 
erties, that  in  the   winter  they  smoke  from  heat,  and  in 
summer  are  so  cool  that  the  hands  can  hardly  be  endured 
in  them  on  account  of  the  cold,  not  even  in  the   hot- 
test of  the  summer;    which  circumstance  makes  them 
pleasant  for  the  use  of  man  and  beast,  who  can  partako 
■"'■'     '        of  them  witlioui  danger;  for  it  any  one  drink  tlicreoi.  it 
'^-  ■     ■       docs  him  no  harm  although  it  be  very  warm  weather. 
^-  ;  ■      '       Thus  niucii  of  the  proprietorship,  location,  goodness  and 
'^''  fruitl'iilness  of  this  province,  in  v\-hich  particulars,  as  far 

^i'*,i^i*v,  ''^^  ^^^^  little  experience  extends,  it  need  yield  to  no 
tor.,  prov-  proviiico  iu  Europe.  As  to  what  concerns  trade, — in 
'ro()^.  °'  "'  wliich  Europe  and  especially  Nctherland  is  pre-eminent. 
suuLtiV""  '^  ""'■  ^'^b'  ''^s  "^'^'T  convenient  and  proper  for  it.  but  if 
trade.  there  were  inhabitants,  it  would  be  found  to  have  more 

■  •  ■■'■''  commodities  of  and  in  itself  to  export  to  other  countries 

^  than  it  would  have  to  import  Irom  them.     These  things 

considered,  it  wouldbelittle  labor  ibr  the  mind  to  estimate 
•  '  andcompute  exactly  what  importance  thisnaturally  noble 

province  is  to  the  Nctherland  nation,  what  service  it  could 
ire""a.i'vr.n^  rcudcr  it  lu  luturc,  and  what  a  retreat  it  would  be  tor 
t:;;r  to  t!|c  all  the  needv  in  Aethrrland,  as  well  of  high  and  middle, 
raiion  here  as  ol  low  (k'grce  ;  lor  It  IS  much  easier  ior  all  men  ot  en- 
^^^"'  terprise  to  obtain  a  livelihood  here  than  in  Nethei-land. 

Thrvnk5    to      '^^'^'  cannot  sufficiently  thank  the  Fountain  of  all  Good- 
c,  .,1  ihit  ho  nc^s   for   IHs  hiiving  led  us  into  such  a  fruitful    and 
ihc  s'.Hbrt   healthful  land,  v/hich  we,  with  our  numerous  sins,  still 
'vui!  iii-s'""  hcajiCLl  up  here  dail}-,  beyond  measure,  have  not  cieserv- 
eountf/.       cd.     We  arc  also  in  the  highest  degree  beholden  to  the 
Indians,  wiio  not  only  have  given  up  to  us  this  good  and 
fruittul  country,  and  lor  a  triile  yielded  us  the  ownershii*. 
but  also  have  enriched  us  with  their  valuable  trade,  so 
that  there  is  no  one  in  New  Nctherland  or  wdio  trades 
to  New  Nctherland  ^iiliout  obligation  to  them.     Great 
is  our  disgrace  now,  and  happy  should  we  have  been, 
Lad  we  acknowledired  these  bcneiits  as  we  ought,  and 
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had  we  striven  to  impart  as  much  as  'vVfif  in  oi.ir  power, 
to  the  Indians,  the  Eternal  Good,  In  leiv.rn  ibr  \-\-l);it  they 
divided  with  u-3.     li  is  io  be  feared  that  at  'be  Last  Day  '•.; 

they  will  stand  up  against  us  for  tins  injury.  Lord  of 
Rulers!  forgive  us  tor  not  having;  condueted  therein 
more  according  to  cur  reason  :  give  us  also  the  means 
and  so  direct  our  hearts  that  \ve  in  i'uture  ir.ay  acquit 
ourselves  as  we  ought  for  the  salvation  of  our  own  souls 
and  of  theirs,  and  lor  the  magnifying  of  thy  Holy  Name, 
for  the  sake  of  Christ.     Anien. 

To  speak  with  deferenee,  it  Is  proper  to  look  beyond  The  tmubie 
(he    trouble   which    v.i;l   he  incurred  in   adjusting  the  oi"se'"u;mK^^ 
boundaries  and  the  first  cost  of  increasing  the  population  \\^^  '','ils"''he 
of  this  countrv,  and  to  consider  that  begiuniniis  are  difii-  ovrri-okcd 
cult  and  that  sowing  v.-ould   Dc   irksome  it  the  sov.'er  vrwr.ce   of 
were  not  cheered  wiih  tne  Lope  of  reaping.     V,'e  trust  consijered? 
and  so  assure  ourselves  that  the  very  great  experience  of 
Their  High    ?ilightinesscs  will  dictate  better  remedies 
than  we  are  able  to  suggest.     But  it  may  be  that  Their 
High  Mightinesses  and  some  other  friends, before  whom 
this  may  come,  may  think  strange  that  we  speak  as 
highly  of  this  place  as  we  do,  and  as  we  know  to  be 
true,  and  yet  complain  of  want  and  poverty,  seek  relief, 
assistance,   redress,  lessening    of  conmiand,   population 
and  the  like,  and  show  that  the  country  is  in  a  poor  and 
ruinous  condition  ;  yea,  so  much   so,    as  that  without 
special  aid  and  assistance  it  will  utterly  fall  off  and  pass 
under  foreign  rule.     It  will  therefore  be  necessary  to 
point  out  the  true  reasons  and  causes  why  iV,'e\v  Nether- 
land  is  in  so  bad  a  state,  which  we  will  do  as  simply 
and  truly  as  possible,  according  to  the  facls,  as  we  have 
seen,  e.xperienc'd,  and  heard  them;  and  as  this  state- 
ment will  encounter  much  opposition  and  reproach  from 
many  persons  who  may  take   olFence  at  it,  we  humbly 
pray  Their  High    Mightinesses  and   all   well  wishers,  J.^^j"J',-";he 
that  they  do  not  let  the  truth  yield  to  any  falsehoods,  in-  cif^   nnJ 
vented  and  embellished  for  the  purpose,  and  that  they  v\v"'Veu'i^ 
receive  no  other   testimony  against  this  relation  than  ^l.'^.'rpl'p'JJ  *° 
that  of  such  impartial  persons  as  have  not  had,  either  <:";';iii.inn. 
directly  or  inoirectly,  any  hand  therein,  and  are  not  m-  e\cee.iinciy 
juriou.-ly  atlected  by   the   loss  of  New   Netherland,   or  "rc^expo'sed 
otherwise  under  obligation  to  it.     "With  this  remark  we  ^vu. 
proceed  to  the  reasons  and  sole  cause  of  the  evil  \\liich 
we  correctly  but  briefly  and  indistinctly  stated  in  the  be- 
ginning of  our  petition  to  Their  High  Alightincsses. 
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OF    THE    REASONS    AND    CAUSES   WHY    AND   HOW    NEW 
NETHERLAND  IS  SO  DECAYED. 

Bad  govern-      As  \ve  shall  spmk  of  the  reasons  and  causes  -which 
r.an'(.f'!\ew  havc  broiight  New  Netherland  into  the  ruinous  condition 
Keiheriand.  j^  which  it  is  now  I'ound  to  be,  we  deem  it  necessary  to 
state  the  very  first  dillicultics,  and  for  this  purpose  rc- 
■        >  ■    gard  it  as  we  see  and  find  it,  in  our  daily  experience. 
As  far  as  our  understanding  goes,  to  describe  it  in  one 
word,  (and  none  better  presents  itself,)  it  is  had  govern- 
ment, ^\  ith  its  attendants  and  consequences,  that  is  the 
true  and  only  fvundation  stone  of  the  decay  and  ruin  of 
menf^Ihere  ^f'^^'    Nf'lhcrlaud.     This    government    from    which   so 
is  nvo  f..id,  much  abuse  proceeds,  is  two  fold,  that  is ;  in  the  Fath- 
tranMMiucd    erland   by  the   ^Managers,  and   in    this   country.*     V/e 
^intTrhb^'rA   ^hall  first  briefiy  and  in  some  order  point  out  the  rnis- 
atKitherw-  takes  in   Fatherland,  and    afterwards   proceed  to   show 
clr'^ectors."  ^  how  abuscs  havc  gi-owu  up  and  obtained  strength  here. 
The    Manairi'rs  of   the  Company   adopted  a   wrong 
I/'Lfi'hu''  ""'^"■-f'  ^^  (ir-t,  and   as, we  think  had  more  regard  for 
piTrsucd  a     thclr  owu  interest  than  for  the  welfare  of  the  country, 
wrong  poll-  trusting  rather  to  evil  than  just  counsels.     This  is  proven 
by  the  unnecessary  expenses  incurred  from  time  to  time, 
the  heavy  accounts  of  New  Netherland, f  the  registering 
of  manors — in    which  business  most  of  the    ^Managers 
themselves  engaged,  and  in  reference  to  which  they  lave 
regulated   the  trade, — and   finally  the  not  peopUng  the 
country.     It   seems   as  if  from  the  first,  the  Company 
havc  souglit  to  slock  this  land  with  their  own  emvloijcs, 
which  was  a  great  mistake,  for  when  their  time  was 
The.er-       Qut  thcv  rctumcd  home,  taking  nothing  with  them,  q\- 

vants  of  the  ,  *i-,,i-  )•  ^  ,        ■,  /.i 

c..mp.ny      ocpt  a  littlc  lu   their  purscs  and  a  bad  name  for  the 
?om.uy\     country,  in  re-ard  to  its  means  of  sustenance  and  in  oth- 
badnanie.     er  rcspccts.     lu  tlic  meantime  there  was  no  profit,  but 
on  the  contrary  lieavy  monthly  expenditures,  as  the  ac- 
counls  of  New  Netlicrland  will  show. 
I  Had  the  llononible   West  India  Company,  in  the  be- 

ginning, sought  jiopulation  instead  of  running  to  great 
expense  for  unneces>ary  things,  wliich  under  more  I'avor- 
•  able  circumstances  might  have  been  suitable  and  very 

•  Vi7. :  by  the  Director  and  Council. 

tTiie  Wc&t  Iriui  Cor.i;  nny   had,  between  the  years  1626  and  1644,  ei- 
■    -^  ::        peaded  for  New  Netberlaod  iLie  sum  of  gi;20,000.' 
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proper,  the  account  of  Ne*.v  [Methrriand  would  not  have 
been  so  large  as  it  now  i^,  cnuscd  by  building  the  ship  ''\.^ 

Now  Ncthcrhmd  ar  an  excessive  r.ntiny,  by  crecfing 
three  expensive  n^.ills.  ])y  brick  making,  by  tar-burning, 
bv  ash-burning,  hy  salt  making  and  like  operations, 
which  through  bad  management  and  calculation  have 
all  gone  to  nought,  or  come  to  little  ;  but  which  never- 
theless have  cost  nnicli.  Had  the  same  money  been 
used  in  bringing  people  and  importing  cattle,  the  country 
would  now  have  beea  of  gieat  value. 

The  land  itself  is  much  better  and  it  is  m.ore  conven- 
iently situated  than  that  which  the  English  possess,  and  ^.M^or "irr'!! " 
if  there  were  no  interference  with  individual  gain  and  "|'J[,';i':""^u' 
private  trade,  there  would  be  no  danger  of  their  surpas-  "K'I  t'lian 

'.  r  *U  3  It.;. I. .r  New 

smg  us  as  lar  as  they  (\o.  tngiami. 

Had  the  first  exeoiptions  been  truly  observed,  accord- 
ing to  their  intention,  and  had  they  not  been  carried  out 
with  particular  views,  certainly  the  friends  of  New  Neth- 
erland  would  have  exerted  themselves  more  to  take 
people  there  and  make  settlements.  The  other  con- 
ditions which  were  introduced  have  always  discouraged 
individuals  and  kept  them  down,  so  that  those  who  were 
acquainted  with  the  business  dare  not  atten^pt  it.  It  is 
very  true  that  the  Company  have  brought  over  some 
persons,  but  they  have  not  continued  to  do  so,  and  it 
therefore  has  done  little  good.  It  was  not  begun  prop- 
erly ;  for  it  was  merely  accidental,  and  was  not  in- 
tended. 

It  is  impossible  for  us  to  state  pertinently  wherein  and 
how  olteu  the  Company  have  acted  injuriously  to  this 
country.     They  have  not  approved  of  our  own  country- 
men settling  the  land,  as  is  .shown  in  the  case  of  Jacob  ly  refu^^' 
Walingen  and  his  people  at  the  Fresh  river,  and  ciuite  c",f{v„'{|^^; 
recently  in  the  cases  at  the  South  river  : — while  at  the  en  to  ^^euFe 
same  time  foreigners  were  permitted  to  go  there  without  rwe'r.^ 
opposition  or  protest.     It  is  known  they  are  censurable 
in  other   respects,  the    garrisons  ai'e  not  kept  complete 
conformably  to  the  exemptions,  and  thus  the  cause  ofTheftuitof 
j\ew  Netherland's  bad  condition,  lurks  as  well  in  Neth-  Jimon'or*^''"' 
erland  as  here.     Yea,  the  seeds  of  war,  according  to  the  ^ri-lnci  ries^" 
declaration  of  Director   Kieft,  were  first  sov.-n  by  the  w.ihiheB*- 
Fatherland  ;  for  he  said  he  had  express  orders  to  exact  """'  '  ""** 
the  contribution  from  the  Indians  ;  which  would  have 
been  very  well  if  the  land  had  been  peopled,  byt  as  it 
was,  it  was  premature. 
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Lf-iiim:ite         Trade,  ^vithout  which,  when  it  is  legitimate,  no  conn-' 
dawn  b>Mhe  ^O'  ^^  prosjK'rous,  is  bv  their  acts  so  decayed,  that  the 
coiiipanj-.     like  is  nowhere  else.     It  i.s  more  suited    for  slaves  ihati 
freemen,  in  consequcmce  of  the  restrictions  upon  it  and 
the  annoyances  which  accompany  the   exercise  of  the 
right  of  in.^pection.     We  approve  of   inspection,  how- 
ever, so  iar  as  rehites  to  contraband, 
itisriphtto      This     contraband    trade     has    ruined    the     country, 
comrlibKnd    though  it  is  now  excluded  from  every  part  of  it  by  orders 
tr.uie.  fur  it  givcu  by  the  ^lanagers  to  their  ofliccrs.     These  orders 
country.^      should   Iic   cxecutcd    without  partiality,    which   is    not 
always  the  case.     The  Recognition*  runs  high,  and  of 
inspectii>n  and  confiscation  there  is  no  lack  ;  hence  true 
trade  is  entirely  diverted,  except  a  little,  which   exists 
■pro  forma,  as   a   cloak  to  carry  on   smuggling.     In  the 
The  chri,-  niean  time  the  Christians  are  treated  almost  like  Indians, 
in  the  purchase  of  the  necessaries  with  which  they  can- 


mnjui'ke'in-  uot  dispense.     This  causes  great  complaint,  distress  and 
*''^°^'  poverty  :  as,  for  example,  the  merchants  sell  those  goods 

which  are  liable  to  little  depreciation,  at  a  hundred  per 
cent,  and  mor(^  profit,  when  there  is  no  particular  demand 
or  scarcity  ot  them.  And  the  traders  whocome  with  small 
cargoes*  and  others  encashed  in  the  business,  buy  them  up 
Irom  the  merchants  and  sell  them  again  to  the  common 
man,  who  cannot  do  without  them,  oftentimes  at  a  hun- 
dred per  cent,  advance,  and  higher  or  lower  according  as 
it  suits  them.  Uj)on  liquors,  which  are  liable  to  much 
leakage,  they  take  more,  and  those  who  buy  from  them  re- 
tail them  in  the  same  maimer,  as  we  have  described  in  re- 
gard to  dry  wares,  and  generally  at  as  much  profit,  so  that 
coort,  are     the  troods  are  in  lirst,  second  and  sometimcsinthird  hands, 

Bold  at   one,  ,  i  i        i  ,  i  i 

two  and       at  one  and  two  hundred  per  cent,  and  more  advance. 

d^ed^Mcr""    We  are  not  able  to  think  of  all  the  practices  which  are 

ceut.  iirofit.  contrived  for  advancing  individual  gain.  Little  atten- 
tion is  given  to  populating  the  land.  The  people,  more- 
over, have  been  driven  away  by  harsh  and  unreasonable 
proceedinc^s,  for  which  their  Honors  gave  the  orders ; 

Thf-Bfirme-  Cop  the  !\lana^<Ms  wrote  to  Director  Kieft  to  prosecute 

hebbers  di-  ,  ,,  ,  .  ,  ■*  .     . 

reel  that  when  there  was  no  oltcnce,  and  to  consider  a  partial 
I'hmiidbere-  olfencc  (foutc)  an  entire  one,  and  so  forth.  It  has  also 
who^e  "o  t°  ^^'  ^^^''  ^"""^  ^'"-  l^'tt'Ts;  of  the  Eight  men  were  treated, 
and  thus  '  and  Avhat  followed  therou!)on  ;  besides  there  were  many 
p^oyiT  "^*  ruinous  orders  and  instructions  which  are  not  known  to 
us.     But  leaving  this  at  present,  with  now  and  then  a 

•  A  isx  in  the  nature  of  an  export  duty. 
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\vord,  as  it  is  scti roe)}'-  woiib  relatip.ir, — lot  vs  proceed 
to  examine  how  thcnr    cifncers  and  Directors  l-avc  con-  ^-^^   p,^gg. 
luiolcd   them^clvr.s   tion)    tune  (o  lime,  bo'.ing  phiyed  t".rspi,-,y 
with  the  managfis  as  well  as  with  ihe  people,  as  a  cat  nVisiers'^and 
docs  with  a  mouse.     It  v.-ould  be  possible  to  relate  their  l"ciTlyilut 
management  from  the  beginning,  but  as  most  ol'us  were  ™°"«- 
not  here  then  and  therelore  not  eye  wltnessc^s,  and  as  a 
long  time  has  passed  wliere.by  it  I'as  partly  escaped  recol- 
lection, and  as  in  our  view  it  was  not  so  bad  then  as 
atterwards  when  the  land  was  imde  free  and  freemen 
began  to  increase,  we  ■will   pass  by  iha  beginning  and 
let  jMr.  Lubbert  van  Dinckloghen,  Vice  Director  otNew 
Netherland,  describe  the  government  of  Director  Wouter 
Van  Twiiler  of  which  he  is  known  to  have  information, 
and  will  only  speak  oi  the  last  two  miserable  and  im- 
poverished adminiitraticns.     V/e  woiiid  speak  well  of 
the  government  under  Director  Kieft,  who  is  now  no  TheMnartof 
more,  but  the  evil  of  it  lives  after  him ;  and  of  that  un-  mlnistnuion 
der  Director   Stuyvesant    which  still  stands,  if  indeed  ties.  """"' 
that   may   be    called   standing,  v/hich    lies  completely 
under  foot. 

The    Directors  here,  though  far  from  their  masters,  under  pre- 
were  close  by  their  profit.     They  have  ahviiys  known  hv''^ih"p,fb- 
how  to  manage  their  own  matters  w-ith  little  los-,  and  |''=  ("i^Hit-ss. 
under  pretext  of  the  public  business.     They  have  also  ■.uu-nd''M"" 
conducted  themselves  just  as  if  they  were  the  sovereigns  '^"■■"°"'°- 
of  the  country.     As  they  desired  to  have  it,  so  always 
has    it  been  ;    and    as  they    willed    so   was  it    done. 
"  The  jNIanagers,"  they  say,  '•  are  masters  in  Fatherland,  mrf  pii/"' 
but  we  are  masters  in  this  land."     As  they  understand  iiasiei'"'"'" 
it  so  it  is,    there  is  no  appeal.     And  it    has  not  been 
difficult  for  them  hitherto  to  maintain  this  doctrine  in 
practice  ;  for  the  people  were  few  and  for  the  most  part 
very  simple  and  uninformed,  and  besides,  had  transac- 
tions with  the  Directors  every  day.     As  there  were  some 
intelligent  men  among  them,  icho  coiddgo  upon  their  own 
fret,  them  it  was  sought  to  oblige.     They  could  not  un- 
derstand at  first  the  arts  of  the  Directors  which  were 
always  subtle  and  dark,  inasmuch  as  they  v»ere    very 
frequentlv  successful  and  for  a  ion^-  time  quite  advan-  ^     , 
tageous.     Director  Ivieu  said  himseii  and  let  it  Of  said  uicu  m  it 
also  by  others,  that  he  was  sovereign  in  this  country,  ilu;  c"iir,rih'"i''~ 
same  as  the  Piince  in  Netherland.     'i'his  was  toid  liiiri  |'-'","|-^'|),j,' 
several  times  here   and   he  never  made  anv  pai  ticular  c'lmtry.Hud 
objection  to  it.     The  refusing  to  allow  appeals,  an-J  cthor  ^-ewi^w-et 

KEW  6er;e,e,  vol.  h.  2.^ 
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here  more     Similar  Ects,  provc  clrarly  that  in  regard  to  us  it  is  just 
coli'ipanV     ^^  ^'""^y  ■'^^y  ^""J  "^^  otherwise.     The  present  Director 
does  the  sani'',  and  in  ihc  (ienial  of  appeal, /;5  25  at  iu.mr.. 
Ptiiyvejtint    He  asserts  the  maxim,  "the  Prince  is  above  the  law," 
iiphrorap-  and  applies  it  so  boldly  to  his  own  person  that  he  is 
^7icapiiies  even   ashamed  ol"  it  himself.     These  directors  having 
to  hiinscir    then  the  power  in  their  own  hands,  can  do  and  have 
••*'tiie"'rrin"c  done  what  they  cho«ic  according  to  their  good  will  and 
u^yp^  '^"^  pleasure  ;  and  whatever  vras,  v,-as  right,  because  it  was 
agreeable  to  them.     It   is  Avell  knov/n  that  those  who 
accept  pov.-i-r,  and  use  it  to  command  what  they  will, 
frequently  command    and  v.iil  more  than  ihey  ought, 
Avhether  it  appear  well  or  not.     So  too  there  are  always 
some  persons  who  applaud  such  coi:duct,  some  out  of  a 
desire  to  make  mischiet',  others  from  fear;  and  yet  still 
complain   with  .Tan  Vcrgas  as  clementia   duels,  of  the 
clemencv  of  the  Duke.     But  in  order  that  we  s-ive  nobody 
cau-c  to  suspect  (hat  we  hloio  any  too  hard,  it  will  l>e 
The  ontnrv-  projjcr  to  iiicstrato  by  examples  the  government  of  Tilr. 
UHtinn'm"^'  Director  Kieit  at  its  close,  and  the  administration  of  Mr. 
nirector        Dircctov  Stuyvesant  just  prior  to  the  time  of  our  depar- 
tr.uH  i.y CI-  ture  thence.     V/e  frankly  admit,  howevei",  that  we  will 
'^"'''"-        not  be  able  to  speak  of  them  fully,  because  they  were 
conducted  so  secretly  and  with  such  duplicity  and  craft. 
^Yc  will  ni'vertheless  expose  some  ot  their  proceedings 
accordinir  to  our  ability,  and  thus  let  the  lion  be  judged 
of  from  his  paw. 
chm-'ii    nrt      Casting  our  eyes   upon  the  government  of  Director 
thiirciiprop-  Kieir,  the  church  first  meets  us,  and  we  will  therefore 
*■''■  speak  of  the  public    property  ecclesiastical  and   civil. 

Eat  as  tins  m.-.n  is  nov\-  dead,  and  some  of  his  man- 
agement  and  doings  are  freely  represented   by  one  Jo- 
chem  Pietersz  Cuyier  and  Ccrnelis  iMelyn,*  we  will  dis- 
pose of  this  point  as  briefly  as  we  possibly  can. 
Tiicwarun-      JJ.fore  the  time  that  Director  Kicft  brought  the  un- 
broiiciu  lip-  necessary  war  upon  the  country,  his  principal  aim  and 
toy 'iiy  Kicil'  endeavors  were  to  provide  well  for  himself  and  to  leave 
a  great   name   alter  him,  but  without  any  expense  to 
himself  or  the  Company.     He  never  did  any  thing  re- 
markable for  the  country  by  which  it  was  improved. 
Thus   he  considerrd    the  erection  of  a  church  a  very 
necessary  public  worI>,th.e  more  so,  as  it  was  in  contcm- 

•  Cuyter  and  Meiyii  had  arrnirnrd  Kipft  before  Stuyvesant,  and  upon  his 
,    .     ^        acquiiial  had  acp'^c^-d  to  ihe  Sntes  General  iii  Ketlierland,  whiihcr  ihey 
had  been  bar.jsucd  on  iLa;  account. 
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plation  to   build  one  at  that  time  at  Ren^elaersAVyck.  Kiea     wm 
Willi  this  view  he  communicated  with  the  church  war-  Xirc'h\va''r'. 
([■■ns, — of  which  bodv  he  liimself  was  one. — and  thev  wil-  <icii<:  ami 
U;igiy  agreed  to^and  seconded  me  project,      liie  place  church  to 
wliere  it  should  stand  was  then  debated.     The  Director  |he  ''f.'rt'  [^ 
contended  that  it  shouki  be  nhaced  in  the  fort,  and  there  l'"'^  °f 
It  was  erected  in  spite  ol  the  olaers,  and,  indeed,  as  suit- 
ably as  a  fifth  wheel  to  a  u-ago?i ;  ^o\-  besides  that  the 
fort  is  small  and  lies  upon  a  point  of  land  which  must 
be  very  valuable  in  case  of  an  increase  of  population, 
the  church  ought  to  be  owned  by  the  congregation  at 
whose   cost  it  was  buiit.     It  also  intercepts  and  turns  t-,,^  „,ii,  j, 
off  the  south  wind  from    the    grist-mill    which  stands  J]''^,'"'^"^'' 
close  by,  lor  which  reason  there  is  iVequently  in  summer  cimrch. 
a  want  of  bread  from  its  inal)ility  to  grind,  though  not 
from  this  cause  alone.     I'he  mill  is  neglected  and,  in 
consequence  of  remaining  idle  most  of  the  time,  has  be- 
come considerably  rotten  so  that  it  cannot  now  be  made 
to  go  with  more  than  two  arms,  and  it  has  been  so  for         •    ,  , 
nearly  five  years.     But  to  return  to  the  church, — from  ■ 

which  the  grist-mill  has  somewhat  diverted  us, — the 
Director  then  resolved  to  build  a  church,  and  at  the 
place  where  it  suited  him  ;  but  he  was  in  want  of  money 
and  v/as  at  a  loss  how  to  obtain  it.  It  happened  about  this 
time   that    the    minister,  Everadus  Bogardus,  gave  his  ^      , 

daughter  in  marriage  ;  and  the  occasion  oi  the  wedding 
the  Director  considered  a  good  opportunity  tor  his  pur- 
pose.    So  after  the  fourth  or  fifth  round  ot"  drinkin:;-,  he  '•    ■ 
set  about  the  business,  and  he  himself  showing  a  lii^eral 
example    let  the  wedding-guests  subscribe    what  they  fhc^ur.iifins 
were  willing  to  give  towards  the  churcii.     All  then  with  subscniies  ° 
1-   ,      1       11.,.,         1                   •           -.1                   "■''■"  '"^  " 
light   heads  subscriocd  largely,  competing  wuii  one  an-  uiiiina  to 

other;  and  although  some  well  repented  it  when  tiiey  u'..^  cilurchl 
got  home,  they  were  nevertheless  compelled  to  pay, —  ;;";'„,.'i;;'"-'' 
nothing  eouldavail  to  prevent  it.  The  church  was  then,  ih-i.?  :ciier- 
contrary  to  every  consideration  of  propriety,  placed  in  p^'ni  'or"  n 
the  fort.  The  honor  and  owner-siiip  ot  that  work  must  ^'^^-jopaj"" 
be  judged  of  from  the  inscription,  which  is  in  our  opinion 
ambiguous,   thus  reading:  '-1042.    \^  ill  cm   Kieft  Di- 

RECTEUR    GeNERAEL,    IIECFT    DE    G!ir.Mt:E\TE    DESE.V    TeMPEL  ^, 

DOEx  BOL-WEN'."  (IG-iC.  William  Kicft  Director  G-jneral, 
has  caused  the  congregation  to  build  this  church).  But 
whatever  be  intended  by  the  inscription,  the  people  nov-  ,  .     . 

ertheless  paid  for  the  church.* 

•  Bee  Note  D,  post,  "    ^  ' 
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Ti^  u  „,      \Vc  iTUst  now  speak  of  the  property  belons^in.;:^  to  thp. 

«>>^rji ,--•.;..  ^.{lurch,  and.  to  do  the  truth  no  violence,  we  do  not  lcno\v 

lliat  there  has  ever  been  any,  oi- that  the  church  has  aiiv 

.,,,-,,  income  except  Avhat  is  given  to  it.     There  has  novf^V 

been  any  exertion  made  either  by  the  Company  or  by 

the  Director  to  obtain  or  provide  any. 

r««triba-  '^^^^  hold  has  been  going  round  a  long  time  for  the  pur- 

t  ^n.  are      posc  of  crccting  a  common  school  and  ir,  has  been  built 

^'ooi. '       with  words,  bat  as  yet  the  first  stone  is  not  laid.     Some 

materials  only  are  provided.     The  money  nevertheless, 

,    ijivcn  for  the  purpose  has  all  iound  its  way  out  and  is 

mostly  spent ;  so  that  it  fails  short  and  no  permanent 

,      , .      benefit  has  as  yet  been  derived  from  it. 

For  the  poor  who  are,  however,  otherwise  well  pro- 
vided fur,  notliing  is  done  except  the  alms  collected 
The  p.>^i-  arnoiitr  the  people,  and  some  fines  and  donations  of  the 
fuartuni.^^'^  irihabilants.  A  considerable  portion  of  this  money  is  in 
hj>in.itr,rthp  flu'  j'tos-L-ssion  of  the  Comnanv,  who  have  been  soendinrr 
»fr.. but .., ,.  11  Irutn  tmie  to  tntic,  and  have  promised,  tor  a  year  and 
ti^r  i!of"T.l-  upv.-ards,  to  pay  interest.  Little  attention  however  is 
o  ".Vnrd"  "^  ?iven  to  liiis  promise,  so  that  neither  principal  nor  in- 
tforaihern.    icTest  caii  be  obtained  from  them. 

Flyin:/  reports  about  asylums  for  orphans,  for  the  sick 

and  UL^ed,  and  the  like  have  occasionally  been  heard, 

but  as  yet  no  attempt,  order  or  direction  has  been  made 

in  relaiioa  ;u  them.     From  all  these  facts,  then,  it  suffi- 

Bcurceiynny  ^^len".  Iv  appears  tiiat  scarcely  any  proper  care  or  diligence 

e"*f..r'""'" '  ^^'^"^   '^"■'•■"  ^'"~" ''  ''}'  ^'^'^  Company  or  its  officers  for  any 

th..fchiroi>-  cccl<'siastical  jiroperty  v.-hatever, — at  least,  nothing  as  far 

*''^'  as  is  known, — from  the  beginning  to  this  time ;  but,  on  the 

contrary,  irrcat  industry  and  exertion  have  been  used  to 

attach  and  bind  closely  to  them  their  minions,  as  we 

•   .  shall  hereafter  at  the  proper  time  relate.     And  now  let 

lis  proceed  to  th'j  consideration  of  what  public  measures 

of  a  civil  character  had  been  adopted  up  to  t!ie  time  of 

,  :^   ,         our  de))ai> are.  in  order  to  make  manifest  the  diligence 

and  care  of  the  j)iveetor&  in  this  particular. 
The  Roco..      There  v/as  lujt  at  lirst,  under  the  government  ofDirec- 
~^,"Vj  tor  iviel";.,  so  mue'i  opportunity  as  there  has  since  been  ; — 
JO.V..S.       because  the  recouMiition  of  the  peltries  v.-as  then  paid  in 
the  Fatherland,  and  the   freemen  gave  nothing  tor  ex- 
cise ;  but  after  that  public  calamity,  the  rash  v/ar,  was 
brought  upon  us,  t'lc  recogtii'don  of  the  peltries  began  to 
be  collected  in    this    country,   and    a  beer-excise    was 
•  '•  '     sought  to  be  established,  about  which  a  conference  was 
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bad  with  the  Eight  men,*  who  were  then  chosen  from 

the  people.     As  they  did  not  understand  it,  they  desired 

to  know  atulcr  what  rcLcaiations  and  upon  what  looting 

it  would  take  place,  and  how   lone;"  it  would  continue. 

Director  Kieft    promised  that    it    should    not    continue 

longer  than  until  a  ship  of  the  Company  should  arrive 

with  a  new  Director,  or  until  the  war  should  be  at  an 

end.     Although  it  was  very  much   distrusted  by  all  and  Thebcerex- 

was  not  consented  to,  yet  he  introduced  it  by  ibrce.     The  ce'd  by'ibrce! 

brewers  who  would  not  agree  to  it  had  their  beer  given 

a  prize  to  the  soldiers.     It  has  been  continued  in  tbrce 

ever  since  and  has  caused  great  strife  and  discontent.     Th- Director 

From  this  time  forward  the  Director  began  to  divide  I'esns  lo 
the  people  and  to  set  up  party.     Those  who  were  on  his  peiipic!°and 
side  could  do  nothing  amiss,  however  bad  it  might  be  ; —  jfus  "^^if '"^his 
those  who  were  opposed  to  him  were  always  wrong  in  panii^ns 

1      ,  ,  T  1  11  II  1  1  \      ^\^  nre  visileQ. 

Whatever  they  din  well,  and  the  order  to  reekon  halt  an 
ofience  a  whole  one  was  then  enforced.     The  jealousy 
of  the  Director   Vv^as  so  great  that  he  could  not  bear 
witliout  suspicion,  that  impartial  persons    should  visit       ^.i  •■  ; 
his  partisans. ' 

After  the  war  was,  as  the  Director  himself  said,  finish- 
ed,— though  in  our  opinion  it  will  never  be  finished  until  J^.^p^wiii 
the  country  is  populated, — every  one  hoped  that  this  im-  becndtdua- 
post  would   be  removed,  but  Director  Kieft  put  oif  the  Jn„Je'^pcopi© 
removal  until  the  arrival  of  a  new  Director,  v.dio  was  j"  "'^  ""''' 
delayed  ior  some  time  thereafter.     V/hen  finally  he  did 
appear,  it  was  like  the  crowning  of  Reholjoam,  for,  in- 
stead of  abolishing  the  beer-excise,  his  first  business  was  ptuyvcsant 
to  impose  a  wine-excise  and  other  intolerable  burdens;  i"u>"5C3  tho 
SO  tiiat  some  oi  tae  commonalty  as  they  had  no  remedy,  The  com- 
were  constrained  to  remonstrate  against  the  same.     In-  I'luonagainst 
stead  however  of  obtaining  the   relief  v/hich  they  ex-  ''• 
pected,  they  received  abuse  from  the  Director.     Subse- 
quently a  written  ansv/erwas  given  them  that  a  Director  , 
like  him  usually  had  such  large  and  ample  powers  that 
poor  cornmon  people  as  are  here,  made  mistakes  in  rela- 
tion to  them,  and  should   submit  to  them  without  relief.  ,    , 
Further  attempts  have  accordingly  been  made  from  time 
to  time,   to  iatroduce  new  taxes  and  duties.     In  fine  it 
v/as  so  managed  in  Director  Kieft's  time,  that  a  large  Kirft  enitcc- 
yeorly  sum  was  received  from  the  recognition  and  other  ic'i'^'n  ^^^ 

•  The  Eight  men  and  the  Ticehe  men  were  chosen  during  the  Indian 
difficulties,  tiie  latter  in  ld41,  and  the  former  ia  ]G43,  to  adviBC  with  iho 
Director,  lika  the  Am*  men  subseqaenily. 
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p,^,   J.?.  SOU ^c?.s, calculated  ro  amount  annally  to  lO.onOijuildors* 

ff>i^t-tMfn  h,.«iid(>3  liu'  lecojraitio!!  which  was  paid  in  the  Father. 

iand   ?.nd    v.-hich   was    naid   ia  eflect  liere  by  the,  poor 

comiT'onalty  ;  for  the  ,<j:ocds  were  thereby  run   up  exor- 

p:urx(,Mt    bitantly  high  and  sold  to  thein.     lu  Director  Stuyvesant's 

'^In'^'cM     afl''''»i^i^'-''-">-fi^ori  the  revenue  has  reached  a  mueh  hi<:,iier 

iJ.oA).  "      sum,  and  it  is  estimated  that  about  80,000  guildersf  are 

now   derived  yearly   from  the  people  by  reco2:nitions, 

'..   •'        confiscations,  excise  and  other  taxes.     Though  it  is  not 

right  that  the   more  one  has  the  more   he  should  have, 

yet  this  was  submitted  to  in  order   to  give  as  much  as 

possible,    when    it    was   designed   for  the  public  weal. 

In  the  pK-  -^"^  uhereas  in  all  the  proclamations  it  was  promised, 

tsrdjit  was  and  declared  *hat  the  money  should  be  employed  for 

rnTprovided  laud.iblc  and  necessary  public  works,  let  us  now  look  for 

moniis%ni.  a  moment  and  see  vvhat  laudable  public  works  there 

tecwd  from  are  in  thi^  eountrv,  and  whr.t  fruits  all  the  donations 

the  people  . ,         .  •,  i   ■    i  i  r< 

th.miii     be  aud  contributions  have  hitherto  borne.     But  not  to  err 
ihci'r  benefit,  herein  is  it  not  necessary  that  we  should  know  what 
goods   and   effects  belong   to  the  Honorable  Company 
as  its  own  ?  for  wdiat  belongs  to  it  particularly  is  not 
The  Com-    public.     The  Company's  effects   in    this   country  may, 
c^yVnN^v  P^''''''^P'''  ^^'^^^^  forts,  canuon,  ammunition,  ware-houses, 
rmTiI*')"'  f'^^'^-'ll'ig-houses,  work-shops,  horses,  cattle,  boats,  and 
oco'oi -o'.wf)  whatever   else   there  may  be,  amount  to  from  (50,000 
fSarVin-  to  70,000  guilders.l  and  it  "is  very  probable  that  the  debts 
than'thir'"  ^'^■'"'•iri'^^  it  are  considerably  more.    But,  passing  these  by, 
let  us  turn  our  attention  to  the  public  property,  and  see 
where  the  monoy  from  time  to  time  has  been  used.     Ac- 
cording to  the  proclamations  during  the  administration  of 
Director  Kieft,  if  we  rightly  consider  and  examine  them 
all,  we  cannot  learn  or  discover  tliat  any  thing, — we  say 
AoL  "irThe  any  lltiim:  large  or  small, — worth  relating,  was  done,  built 
iciefi*""^*'  or  made,  which  concerned  or  belonged  to  the  coinmon- 
alty,  the  church  excepted,  whereof  we  have  heretolbro 
spoken.     Yea,  it  has  gone  on  so  badly  and  negligently 
that  nothing  has  ever  been  designed,  understood  or  done 
that  gave  appearance  of  content  to  the  people,  even  ex- 
ternally, but  on  the  contrary,  what  came  from  the  com- 
rf)€opie'<and  monalty  has  e\en  been  mixed  up  with  the  etfects  of  the 
the  co^lp^-  Compaiiv,  and  even  the  company's  property  and  means 
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ty oegiecLcii.  have  been   every   where  neglected,  in   order  to  make 

•  SG.400. 
t  $12,000. 
'      ■■     -       tJ-roia  §24,000  to  ^26,000. 
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friends,  to  secure  witnesses  and  to  avoid  accusers  about 
(!;.■>  inana2:ei'nent  of  the   wrw.     The  negroes,  also,  who 
ctinc  tVora  Tamandarc*  were  sold  for  pork  and  peas, 
fioni  the  proceeds  of  which  scniethina;  wonderful  was  to 
be  perlbrnied,  but  they  just  dripped  through  the  fingers. 
'J'here  are,  also,  various  other  negroes  in  this  country, 
some  of  whom  have  been  made  free  for  their  long  ser- 
vice, but  their  children  have  remained  slaves,  though  it  is 
contrar}"  to  the  laws  of  every  people  that  any  one  born 
of  a  Christian  mother  sliould  be  a  slave  and  be  compelled 
to  remain  in  servitude.     It  is  impossible  to  relate  every 
thing  that  has   happened.     Vv'hoever  did  not  give  his 
assent  and  approval  was  watched  and,  when  it  was  con- 
venient, was  summoned.     We  submit  to  all  intelligent 
persons  to  consider  what  fruit  tlus  has  borne,  and  what 
a  way  this  was  to  obtain  good  testimony.     Men  are  by 
nature  covetous,  especially  those  who  are  needy,  and  of 
this  we  will  hereafter  adduce  some  fev/  proofs,  v\"hen  we 
come  to  speak  of  Director  Kieft's  government  particular- 
ly.    But  to  proceed  now  to  the  administration  of  Direc-  fhc'^'''^,''vJrn- 
torStuyvesant,andtosee  how  afiairshave  been  conducted  mem  nf  di- 
Up  to  the  time  of  our  departure.     P.Ir.  Stuyvesant  has  vcs'^nt.^'"^' 
most  all  the  time  from  his  first  arrival  up  to  our  leaving,  fs\";',"vi"h- 
bcen  busy  building,  laying  masonry,  making,  breaking,  ''"'.^'';'y  »'^- 
repairing    and   the    like,  but   generally  in    matters  of  iheM:^;ursor 
the  Company  and  with  little  profit  to  it';  for  upon  some  ^'^.^  ^'"""p^' 
things  more  v/as    spent   than    they  were  worth  ;  and 
though,  at  the  first,  he  put  in  order  the  church  which  Besides  th« 
came  into  his  hands  very  much  out  of  repair,  and  shortly  "h^rf"  and 
afterwards  made  a  wooden  wharf,  both  of  v.hich  are  J-o^hinRjone- 
very  serviceable  and  convenient,  yet  after  this  time  we  f'y  'iie  pro- 
do  not  know  that  any  thing  has  been  done  or  made  that 
is  entitled  to  the  name  of  a  public  work,  though  there 
has  been  income  enough  as  is  to  be  seen  in  the  statement 
of  the  yearly  revenue.     Nothing  more  was  alterwardsat- 
tempted,  as  is  the  case  with  dropsical  people.     Thus  in  a 
short  time  very  great  discontent  has  sprung  up  on  all 
sides,  not  only  amoncrthe  burghers,  who  had  litile  to  say, 
but  also  amonir  the  Company's  omcersthem.selves,  so  that 
various  protests  were  m.ade  by  them  on  account  of  the 
expense  and  waste  consequent  upon  unneces.^ary  coun- 
cillors, olTicers,  servants  and  the  like  who  are  not  known 

*  The  name  of  a  bay  on  the  coast  of  Brazil,  wher?  tho  Duich  Admiral, 
Lichlhart,  obtained  a  signal  triumph  over  the  Portuguef*  in  «  u&vt\  en* 
gagement  on  the  9lh  of  September,  lC-15. 


riu 


y^^   . 


•J    ■    .   ■    ■'     \    n    -:_,  '  r{  ,    -.J 
,1-  :  ■!>    I-  .  lo  Til;    :.!.■  .1- 


rtjjig  REPRESENTATION    OF    NEW    NETHERLAND. 

bv  the  jNIayors,  and  also  on  account  of  the  monirs  and 
iiicniis   which   were  given  in  common,  bcin^u'  privately 
aj.propriated  and  used.     But  it  was  ail  in  vain,  there 
was  very  little  or  no  amendment;  and  the  greater  the 
endeavors  to  help,  restore  and  raise  up  every  thing,  the 
worse  has  it  been  ;  for  pride  has  ruled  when  justice  die- 
»ct,Tve"rt    tated  otherwise,  just  as  if  it  were  disgraceful  to  follow 
l',':'n".':'""'  advicc,  and  as  il'  every  thing  should  come  from  one  head, 
h»w«dvice.  yjjp  fruits  of  tills  conduct  can  speak  and  bear  testimony 
of  themselves.     It  has  been  so  now^  so  long,  that  every 
day  serves  the  more  to  condemn  it.    Previously  to  the  23d 
of  July  1G49,  nothing  had  been  done  concerning  weights 
and  measuies  or  the  like ;  but  at  that  time  they  notified 
the  people  that  in  August  then  next  ensuing,  an  order 
would  be  made  stating  when  the  Fiscal  would  do  somc- 
ihin^r  al)out  it,  which  was  as  much  as  to  say,  ichcn  he 
icould  f;ive  the  pic^cons  drinli.     There  is  frequently  much 
discontent  and  discord  among  the  people  on  account  of 
weights  and  measures,  and  if  they  be  not    regulated 
nothing  can  be  right.     It  is  also  believed  that  some  of 
lart'e  consciences  have  two  sets  of  them,  but  we  cannot 
affirm  the  fact.     As  to  the  corn  measure,  the  Company 
Tt,tn  !.  no  i'^''^'  l'^"'  (lUvays  been  suspected,  bui-  who  dare  lisp  it  ? 
"'■'" "''  T',    '^  ■•'■'  payment  in  Zeewant,  which  is  the  currency  here, 
ihfV^rwac!  Ijas  ucvcr  been  placed  upon  a  good  footing,  although 
u^kiL'cVfJ.'  ^he  commonalty  requested  it,  and  showed  how  it  should 
bo  r-'i^'jlated,  assigning  numerous  reasons  therefor.     But 
it  .'ilways  produced  strife  and  discontent,  and  if  any  thing 
\vr're  said  before  the  Director  of  these  matters  more  than 
pleaded  him,  very  wicked  and  spiteful  words  were  re- 
turned.    'I'iiose  moreover  who  made  it  their  business  to 
tt:i.i:i«       spea,;  to  him  ol  such  thmgs  were,  if  he  were  ni  no  good 
p!rV^n«rs  'it.  very  freely  berated  as  clowns  and  bear-skinners. 
\'''J^7^"i'-i      '^^'''  '"^*  under  which  we  shelter  ourselves,  and  from 
b<-.f  »k.n-     which  as  it  seem.s  ail  authority  proceeds,  lies  like  a  rnole- 
T!.'«'  j.Tt  i»  hi  ap  or  a  tottering  wall,  on  which  there  is  not  one  gun 
m^^iebV\'i,*  carriaire   or  one  piece  of  cannon    in  a   suitable   frame 
•Ml  A4J  ihe  or  on  a  rrood   i)Iali"orm.     From  the  first  it  has  been  de- 
outof  wjfr.  clared  tnat  it  saould  be  repaired,  laid  in  nve,  angles,  ana 
put  in    royal  condition.     The  ..commonalty's  men  have 
been  addressed  for  money  for  the  purpose,  but  they  ex- 
cused ihem.-rclves  on  tiie  ground  that  the  people  were 
poor.     Every  one  was  discontented  and  feared  that  il 
the  Director  once  had  the  fort  to  rely  upon,  he  would  be 
more  cruel  and  severe. 
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]\e  will  doubtless  know  how  to  iay  the  blame  upon  the 
cDinmoiKilty  who  are  ir-nooent,  wiin  muoh  circumstance, 
.ihliough  the  Diiccioi-  wi.slicd  to  have  the  Uioney  irom 
ilu'in,  and  for  that  purpose  pietendod  to  hrtve  an  order 
from  Their  Hish  j\IiQ;hLiaesses.     Had  the  Director  laid 

.1         r         .1     '  i      ^r     .1  I   •    '  11x1   The    money 

i)Ut  the  iour.I\  part  ol   cue  nione}'  vvnicri  was  collected  c..iioctod 
from  the  commonalty  duiing  his  time,  for  that  purpose,  pt■>'ple'^vRJ 
it  cortainlv  would  not  have  i'allen  short,  as  the  wine  ex-  "o'  expend- 
cise   was   expressly   laia  ior  tiiat  object.     But  it  was  fort, 
sought  in  a  thousand  ways  f.o  shear  the  sheep  ihoiigh  the 
xcool  icas  not  ijeL  groirn.     In  regard,  then,  to  public  works, 
there    is  little    dirierence  betvv-eeu   Director  Kieft  and 
Director  iStuyvesant,  for,  after  the  church  v/as  built,  the 
former  was  negligent,  and  made   it  a  personal   matter 
against  those  who  looled  him  in  the  eye.     The  latter  has 
had  much  more  opportunity  to  assist  the  commonalty 
than  his  predecessor  had,  for  he  has  had  no  war  on  his  J^^^^^Y^t^^' 
hands.     He  is  also  unlitce  iiis  predecessor  in  having  been  cue  person- 
more  diligent  and  bitter  in  looking  up  causes  of  prosecu-  sufyvesLt 
tion against  his  innocent  opponents.  thanicreft. 


THE    ADMINISTRATION     OF    DIRECTOR     KIEFT    IN    PAR- 
'  .  ■      ;        T]CULAR. 

Sufficient  has  been  said  of  what  Director  Kieft  did 
in  regard  to  the  church  and  its  affairs,  and  in  regard 
to  the  State,  such  as  buildings  and  taxes  or  revenue. 
It  remains  for  us  to  proceed  to  the  Council-house  and 
produce  thence  some  examples,  as  we  promised.  We 
will,  in  doing  so,  endeavor  to  be  brief. 

The  Council  then  consisted  of  Director  Kieft  and 
Monsieur  la  ]\Ionta2:ne.  The  Director  had  two  votes, 
and  iMonsieiir  la  Montague  one;  and  it  was  a  high 
crime  to  cippcal  li'om  their  jadgments.  Cornells  Van- 
der  lioykens  sat  with  them  as  Fiscal,*  and  Cornelis  vail 
Tienhoveii  as  Secretary,  and  whenever  any  thin^:  f-xtra- 
ordinary  occurred,  the  Director  allowed  sduu^  \\  lioin  it 
pleased  him, — officers  of  the  company  for  the  mo.st  part, — 
to  be  summoned  in  addition,  but  that  seldom  happened. 
Nevertheless  it  gave  discontent.     The  Twelve  men,  and 

•  Prosecuting  Attorney.     His  nam?  is  us'j.-xily  spelt  Van  drr  Ili'-yghens. 
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The  twfive  aficrv.'arus  ihe  Eidif,had  in  lawful  matters  neither  vote 

Men  and  •     .  .  i  •  •  /    ^i  j 

EiahtMen    nor  advi CO  ;  bu(.  "vvcve  chosen  in  view  oi  trie  \var  and 
haveiitiieio  '^^^^^  ocliCP  occurrv^nces.  to  serve  as  cloaks  and  ca'.-*- 
pav.s.     Otherwise  they  were  of  no  consideration ;  and 
were  little  res])ected  il"  thes-  opposed  at  all  the  views  ot' 
The  i)irec- the  Director,  who  hirnseli' iiiuigined,  and  indeed  wished 
{he'viiSr'^'  to    make    others  believe,  that    he    was    sovereign,  and 
t'he^a^e'nv-  *^^^''  ^^  '^^"^'^  nbsolLitclv  in  his  power  to  do  and  permit  any 
creigu.^''     thing.     He  little    regarded  the    salety   of    the    people 
as  the  supreme  law,  as  clearly   appeared  in   the  war, 
although  v.he?i  the  spit  iras  turned  in  the  ashes,  it  was 
sought  by  cunning  and  numerous  eertiiicates  and  peti- 
tions to  shut  tlie  blame  upon  others.     But  that  hajipcn- 
ed  so  because  the  war  was  carried  too  far.     Every  one 
iaTthl""^  laid  the  damage  and  the  blood  \\  hich  was  shed  to  his  ac- 
bi.<nicofthe  count.     La  IMontagne  said  that  he  had  protested  against 
u'lma'theDi-  it,  and  was  concerned  in  it  at  iirst  against  his  will  and 
d"avors'"tr'  t^  ^'^=  gruut  regret,  and  that  afterwards,  when  according 
shnve  thn     to  his  judgm.enr  it  was  best  to  do  so,  he  had  pretended  to 
own  "hoii'i-  assist.     I'lie  i:?eoretary,  Cornelius  Van  Tienhoven,  also 
''"*•  said  that  he  had  no  hand  in  the  matter,  and  nothing  had 

been  done  by  him  in  regard  to  it  except  by  the  ex- 
])ress  orders  of  he  Director.  But  this  was  not  believed, 
Thoscrrem-  f<''i'  tlnTe  are  thosc  who  have  heard  La  Montague  say 
false' reporu  ^^''-^  ^'  ^^^^  Secretary  had  not  brought  a  false  report  the 
afl'air  would  never  have  happened.*  There  are  others 
also  who  know  this,  and  every  one  believ<'S  it  to  be  so ; 
and  indeed  it  has  plausibility.  Fiscal  Van  derlloykens 
was  not  trusted  on  account  of  his  drinking,  wherein  all 
his  sciericii  consists.  He  had  also  no  experience  here, 
and  in  the  beginning  iVequently  denounced  the  war 
as  being  against  his  will.  So  that  the  blame  rests,  and 
must  rest  only  upon  the  Director  and  Secretary  'i'ienho- 
ven.  The  Director  was  entrusted  with  the  highest  au- 
thority, and  if  any  body  advised  him  to  the  land's  ruin, 
he  was  not  bound  to  follow  the  advice.  He  alterwards 
endeavored  to  shift  the  burden  from  his  own  neck 
upon  the  people,  who  however  excuse  themselves  al- 
tiiougii  ill  our  judgment  they  are  not  all  entirely  inno- 
cent, 'j'he  cause  of  this  v.ar  we  conceive  to  have  bcc!i 
the  exacting  of  the  contribution,  (ibr  wiiich  the  Director 
said  he  had  the  order  of  the  Mayors,)  and  his  own  un- 

•  He  had   been  ssnt  to  Pavocia  (Hobokeu)  to  reconnoitre  the  positioD 
of  the  Indians.. 
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povcrnable  passions,  which  showed  themselves  princi- 
p.illy   in   private.      But   there    are    friends  whom    this 
l)iistnf^ss  intimat'ly  concerns,  and  as  they  have  already 
undertaken  ir,  we  will  leave  the  matter  with  tliem  and 
proceed  to  adduce    one    or  two   proofs  disclosinc;   tiie 
aspiration  after  sovereiirnty.     Passing  by  many  cases  for 
the  sake  of  brevity,  we  have  that  of  one  Fivancis  Dough- 
ty, an  English  ^Minister,  and  of  Arnoldus  V^an  Herden- 
berch,  a  free  merchant.     But  as  these  cases  appear  in 
I  he  matters  to  conae  before  Tiicir  High  Alightinesses  in 
full  conclave,  we  will  merely  give  a  summary  of  them. 
This  minister,  Francis  Doughty,  during  the  first  troubles 
in    England,   in   order  to  escape    them,  came  to  New  Souohr-"*^'* 
England.     But  he  found  that  he  had  got  from  the  pan 
into  the  fire.     Wherefore  in  order  that  he  might,  in  con- 
formity^ with  the  Dutcii  reformation,  have  freedom  of  , 
conscience,  which,  contrary  to  his  expectation  he  missed 
in  New  England,  he  Ijetook  himself  to  the  protection  of     ' 
the  Dutch.     An  absolute  frround-brief  *  with  manorial 
privileges  was  granted  to  him  by  the  Director,     lie  had 
increased  his  settlement  in  the  course  of  one  year  by  the 
addition  of  several  families,  but  the  war  coining  on,  iip  is  driven 
they  were  driven  from  their  lands  with  the  loss  of  some  [J',\d;!"'' 
men  and  many  cattle,  besides  most  all  their  houses  and  .    "  ■ 

Avhat  other  property  they  had.  They  afterwards  returned 
and  remained  a  while,  but  consumingmorethan  they  were 
able  to  raise,  they  came  to  Jianathans  where  all  the  inhab- 
itants at  that  time  had  fled,  and  there  iMaster  Doughty 
ofiiciated  as  a  minister.  After  the  flame  of  war  \\'as  out  m  the  m^o- 
and  the  peace  was  concluded, — but  in  such  a  mannrn*  that  *''^''"^- 
no  one  much  relied  upon  it, — some  of  the  people  again 
returned  to  their  lauds.  The  Director  would  have  been 
glad,  in  order  that  all  things  should  be  completely  res- 
tored, if  this  man  had  done  the  same  and  had  ^I'onc  back 
upon  his  land  ; — but  inasmuch  as  the  peace  was  doubt- 

*  Conveyance,  jleipat  or  ^Nlnspeth,  whicli  was  thus  conveyed,  is  in  the 
town  of  Newtown  in  Queens  county.  Doiirrhiy  was  one  of  the  first  pur- 
cliriser.s  of  Taunton,    Mass.,  in    1('37.     (Cayi;es  New  Plymou:h,  1.  263).  •        ' 

He  was  driven  from  New  England  because  I  e  held  that  "  cliildren  who 
were  of  baptised  parents, — and  so  .^brnliam's  children, — 'Ou^ht  to  bf  baptised"  '    '■ 

(Lechford'.?  "  Plaine  Deaiins"  40-41.')     In  Sept.   lfi''G,  his  son  broueht  a  •      ' 

Euit  to  recover  l:'s  unpaid  salary  as  niii)i?ler  at  Fiii-lun^.  An  order  ot  the 
town  court  was  p'.oJuced,  daied  Feb.  2,  1G47,  to  n^ii-ss  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  for  the  salary.  It  was  given  in  evidence  that  the  town  had  been 
compelled  by  Stuyvesant  to  sign  the  articles  for  the  minister,  he  taiung 
them  one  after  another  in  a  room  and  threatening  thera  if  ihey  did  not. 
The  court  ordered  a  part  of  the  money  to  be  paid. 
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ful,  and  he  Lad  not  v,'here\vitl>  to  begin,  Master  Donc^hty 

war;  in  no  ha.sie.     He  wctit  however,  sometime  ait'T- 

wards   aad  dwelt  thc'-e  ball    a   vear,  but  an;ain  Icll  ir. 

filca'ied^'rn  As  poacc  wT.s  HKide,  and  ill  hope  that  some  otiiers  would 

expectation    rnalcc  a  vlllaj^e  there,  a  srdt  was  brouaht  against  tiio 

of    Its    boiDg  .      .  .'^  .        ,•  ,,  11.11 

peopled.  minister,  auo  earned  on  so  iar^that  ins  land  was  conii<- 
Iv'^'r^has'iiTt  cated.  Masrer  Doughty,  feeling;  himscl I' aggrieved,  r>))- 
hap[M?ned.  peaied  from  the  sentence.  The  Director  answered,  liis 
sentence  could  not  be  appealed  from,  but  must  avail  ;tl>- 
solately  :  and  caused  the  minister  lor  tliat  remark  to  I'c 
imprisoned  twenty-four  hours  and  then  to  pay  25  guil- 
ders. We  have  always  considered  this  an  act  of  tyran- 
ny and  regarded  it  as  a  token  of  sovereignty.  The 
matter  of  Arnoldus  van  Herdenberch  was  very  like  it  in 
its  termina-tion.  After  Zeger  Theunisz  was''  murdered 
by  the  Indiao.s  in  the  BeregaL'  and  the  yacht  had  re- 
turned to  th.e  Manathans,  Arnoldus  Van  Hardcnbcrgh 
was  with  two  others  appointed  by  the  Director  and 
Council,  curators  over  the  estate,  and  the  yacht  was 
searched.  Some  goods  were  iound  in  it  which  were  not 
inventoried,  whereupon  the  Fiscal  went  to  law  with  the 
curators,  and  claimed  that  the  goods  were  confiscable 
to  the  Compirny.  The  curators  resisted  and  gave  Her- 
denberch charge  of  the  matter.  After  some  proceed- 
ings the  goods  were  condemned.  As  he  found  himself 
now  acting  in  behalf  of  the  common  owners,  he  appealed 
to  such  judges  as  the}-  should  choose  for  the  purpose. 
The  same  game  was  then  played  over  again.  It  was  a 
high  crime.  The  Fiscal  made  great  pretensions  and  a 
sentence  was  passed,  whereof  the  contents  read  thus: 
"Having  seen  the  written  complaint  of  the  Fiscal  Yan- 
der  Hoykens  against  Arnoldus  Van  Hardenberch  in  re- 
lation "to  appealing  from  our  sentence  dated  the  2Stli 
April  last  past,  as  appears  by  the  signature  of  the  before- 
named  A.  Van  Hardenberch,  from  which  sentence  no 
appeal  can  be  had,  as  is  proven  to  him  by  the  commis- 
sion of  Their  High  r>Iightinessesthe  Lords  States  General 
and  His  Highness  of  Orange:  Therelore  the  Director 
General  and  Council  of  New  Netherland,  regarding  the 
Hcrrien-  daugcrous  consequcnces  resulting  to  the  supreme  author- 
berfrhap-  ity  oftliis  laud's  magistracy,  condemn  the  before  named 
pty/a^cne  Amold  \'au  Herdenberch,  to  pay  forthwith  a  fine  of  25 
of  25  suii-    guilders,  or  to  be  imprisoned  until  the  penalty  be  paid. 

•  P>.rew?bury  Ijjl«t. 
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An  example  to  others."     Now,  if  one  know  the  lion  from  : 

his  paw,  he  can  see  that  these  people  do  not  re2;ard  the 
namc    of  Their    High    rvli^htinesses.  His    Highness  of 
Oraiisje,  the  honor  of  the  Magistrates,  the  words, '  dan- 
gerous consequences,'  '  an  example  to  others,'  and  the 
like, — having  used  them  to  play  their  own  parts  there-  ™'ifsimil 
with.     We  have  therefore  placed  this  act  by  the  side  of  liiriothat 
that  which  was  committed  against  the  minister  Doughty.  LK,"i'ghty. 
Many  more  similar  cases  would  be  found  in  the  minute 
book,  if  what  was  unjustly  done  were  always  inserted 
in  it,  which   is  very  doubtful,  the   contrary  sometimes 
being  observed.     It  appears  sufiiciently,  that  pretty  much 
every  thing  has  been  badly  managed.     And  with  this         .  '  ,  • 
we  will  leave  the  subject  and  pass  on  to  the  government 
of  Director  Stuyvesant,  with  a  single  word  first,  how- 
ever, touching  the  proviso  incorporated  in  the  ground-  fo'^[n^he'"^' 
briefs,    as  the   consequences  may  thence  be  very  well  Bfound-biiec 
understood.     Absolute  grants  were  made  to  the  people 
by  the    ground-briefs,  who    thought    that  every  thing 
was  right,  and  that  they  were  masters  of  their  own  pos- 
sessions.    The  ground-briefs  were  then  demanded  from 
them  again  upon  pretence  that  there  was  scmiething  for-  '. 

gotten  iti  them  :  but  it  amounted  to  nothing  except  that 
they  thought  they  had  incommoded  themselves  in  giving 
them,  and  thereiore  a  proviso  was  added  to  the  ground- 
brief  below,  and  it  was  signed  anew  ;  which  proviso 
directly  conflicts  with  the  ground-brief,  as  there  is  now 
in  one  and  the  same  ground-brief  a  contradiction  with-  ^  contradic- 
out  semblance  of  agreement,  lor  it  reads  thus  in  the  old  grouncTbncf. 
brief; — "and  take  in  possession  the  land  and  the  valleys 
appertaining  thereto,"  and  the  proviso  says,  '•  no  valley 
to  be  used  before  the  company,"  all  which  could  well 
enough  be  used,  and  the  company  have  a  competency.  In 
the  ground-briefs  is  contained  also  another  provision,  which 
is  usually  inserted  and  sticks  in  the  bosom  of"  every  one;  '    > 

to  wit,  that  they  must  submit  themselves  to  all  taxes 
which  the  council  has  made  or  shall  make.*  These 
impositions  can  be    continued  i}i   injinitum,    and  have 

•The  following  clause,  taken  from  a  grnund-brief  or  p.'itent  issued  in 
1639,  is  the  one  h'Te  alluded  to.  Afier  describinf;  the  land  conveyed,  it  is 
declared  to  be  "  upon  the  express  condition  and  stiputuion  that  the  Fiid  A. 
B.  and  his  as^ij-.ns  shall  acknou:edy;e  the  Noble  lairds  Managers  aforesaid 
OS  their  iiia'^ters  and  pairoor.s  under  the  sovereignty  of  the  Uj;;h  and  .Miiihty 
Lord  States' (Jeneral,  and  shall  be  obedient  to  the  Director  and  Council  here, 
as  nil  good  citizens  are  bound  to  be,  submitting  themselves  to  all  such  taxes  '' 

and  irapoets  as  have  been  or  m^.y  be,  hereaftsr,  i.-npo^-d  by  lbs  Noble  Lordn. 
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already  been  enforced  against  several  inhabitants. 
Others  also  are  discouraged  from  undertalcing  anything 
on  such  terms. 


'      •:  THE    ADMINISTRATION    OF.  DIRECTOR    STUYVESANT    IN 

PARTICULAR. 

stiiyvessnt-s      -w'^  ^^-jj^lj  piuch  v/e  M'cre  ah-cadv  through  with  this 

government         ...  .  ,  .      ,  .     .  ,     "  ,   - 

Injures  the  admmistratioii,  lor  it  has  injured  us,  and  we  perceive 
Inhabitants.  ^^^  ability  woak  ; — nevertheless  we  will  begin,  and  ns 
we  have  already  spoken  of  the  public  property,  ecclesi- 
astical and  civil,  we  will  consider  how  it  is  in  regard  to 
the  admiiiiiNtratioii  of  justice,  and  speak  impartially  be- 
tween man  and  man.  And  first,  to  point  as  with  a 
,'  '  finger,  at  the  manners  of  the  Director  and  Council.     As 

regards  the  Director,  from  his  first  arrival  to  this  time, 
his  manner  in  court  has  been  to  treat  with  violence,  dis- 
Hepi-vyithe  P'-'^^  "^^'i^^^  '^^'  advaucc  one  of  tiie  tv/o  parties,  not  as  be- 
advocateand  comcs  a  iudgc.  but  as  a  bounden  advocate,  which  has 
In  court.  "    given  great  discontent  to  every  one,  and  with  some  it 
has  gone  so  far  and  has  effected  so  much,  that  many  of 
them  dare  bring  no  matter  before  the  Court,  if  they  do 
not  stand  well  or  tolerably  so  with  the  Director.     For 
whoever  has  him  opnosed,  has  as  much  as  the  s?m  and 
moon  a^ain<:t  him.     Having  himself  appointed  many  of 
t'     "  the  Councillors,  and  placed  them  under  obligation  to  him, 

and  some  of  tliem  being  for  other  reasons  well  disposed, 
he  can  with  them  overpower  the  rest  by  plurality  of 
votes.  He  iVequcnlly  puts  his  opinion  in  writing,  and 
that  so  fully  that  it  srikes  on  every  side,  and  then  he 
adds  verbally,  "Monsieur,  this  is  my  advice,  if  any  one 
He  win  ai-  has  aught  to  say  aga'.nst  it.  let  him  speak.''  If  then  any 
lowofnoop-  bodv  makes  opposition,  which  is  not  easily  done,  though 

position,  ana  -  ,  '  '  •'     .  ,.  , 

wiiiheecino  he  be  well  grounded,  His  Honor  bursts  out  immediately 
fcdvice.  j^  ^^^^^  ^  j-^^y  ^^^  makes  such  gestures,  that  it  is 
frightful ;  yea,  he  rails  out  frequently  at  the  Councillors 
for  this  thing  and  the  other,  with  ill  words  which 
would  bettf^r  suit  the  frsh-market  than  the  Council 
chamber; — and  if  this  be  all  endured,  His  Honor  will 
not  rest  yet  unless  he  have  his  will.  To  demonstrate 
this  by  examples  nnd  proof,  though  easily  done,  v/ould 
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iirvcrtheless  detain  ^js  too  \cn^ ;  bi.t  v/e  all  say  and  r-.f- 

Jirni  that  this  has  been  hio  commori  practice  frorn  the 

first  and  still  daily  contirues.    And  thi-:  i?  the  condition  of 

things  in  the  Council  on  the  part  of  the  Director,  \vho 

is  its  head  and  President.     Let  us  now  brif-iiy  spealv  oi. 

the  CouncilL)r.s  individually.     The  Vice  Director,  Luh- 

bert  van  Dinciila:^en.  has  for  a  lonsr  time  on  various  occa-  DinckiaKo  is 

sions  shown  ^reat  distatiSiacrion  about  niany  ditterent  isiiti:. 

matters,  and  has  protested  against  the  Director  and  his 

appointed  Councillors,  but  only  !atel3>  and  atler  some 

others  of  the  chief  officers  had  done  so.     Hevas,  betbre  •  " 

this,  so  influenced  by  icaj-,  t'lat  he  durst  venture  to  say 

nothing  again>t  the  Director,  but  let  many  things  pass 

by  and  submitted   to  tliem.     He    declared  afterwards 

that  he  had  great  objections  to  them,  because  they  were 

not  just,  but  he  kept  silent  for  the  sake  of  peace  ;  as  the 

Director  had  said  in  the  Council,  that  he    v.ould  treat 

him  worse  than  Wouter  Van  Twiller  had  ever  done,  if 

he  were  not  willing  to  conform  to  his  Vvishes.     This  man 

then  is  over-ruled.     Let  us  proceed  to  the  others.     Mon-  l^  ,j„„. 

sieur  la  Mouias-ne  had  been  in  the  Council  in  Kieft's  ta?nedare» 

1  "i  1  11  TT      noi  speak 

tune,  and  was  then  very  much  suspected  by  many,  fie  freely, 
had  no  commission  from  the  Fatherland,  was  driven  by 
the  war  from  his  farm,  is  also  very  much  indebted  to 
the  Company,  ajid  therefore  is  compelled  to  dissemble. 
But  it  is  suriicientiy  known  from  himself  that  he  is  not 
pleased,  and  is  opposed  to  the  administration.  Brian  pryan  New- 
Neirto7i,   lieutenant  of  the  soldiers,  is  the  next.     This  wn  dncs  not 

•  r       •  1        ->      1  -r->-  1  11-  I   •       understand 

man  is  airaid  ot   toe  Director,  and  regards  him  as  his  ourianpuago 
benefactor;  and  besides,  is  very  simple  and  inexperinced  ^.^^_"'"^'*^y 
in  law.     As  he  does  not  understand  our  Dutch  lansruage, 
,  he  is  scarcely  capable   of  replying  to  the  long  written 
opinions,  except  that  he  can  and  will  say  yes.     Some- 
times the  Commissary,  Adrian  Keyser  is  admitted  into  The  com- 
thc  council,  who  came  here  as  secretarv.     This  man  •"'^^.-.ry  Ad- 
has  not  lorgotten  much  law,  but  says  tnat  he  lets  God  s 
water  run  over   God's  field.     He  cannot    and  daies  not 
say  any  thing,  for  so  much  devolves  ujion  him  that  it  is 
best  that  he  should  be  silent.     The  captains  of  the  ships, 
when  they  are  ashore,  have  a  vote  in  the  Council ;    as  cau'ili'l'and 
Jelmcr    Inofjiasseii,    and   Pauliis    Lenaertson,  who   was  iheir  v<.ie  in 
made   Equipment    master    upon   his    first   arrival,  and  ^""°'^' • 
who  has  always  had  a  seat  in  the  Council,  and  is  a  free 
man.     What  knowledrre  these  people,  who  all  their  lives  ,  . ,.. 

sail  on  the  sea,  and  are  brought  up  to  ship-work,  have  of 
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law  mafcers,  and  of  ihc  disputes  of  landsmen,  any  one 
can  pa.S'ly  inmsint;.     liesides,  the  Dirrctor  ivpeps  thfiu 
so  in  debt  tliat  rhey  d-c.c  aot  sper.ic  in  opposition  to  him, 
as  will  appear  irom  this  p^'ss^age  at  Curagoa,  botbre  the 
Director  ever  saw  New  ?s'etherlani].     As  they  were  dis- 
coursing? cibout  the   price  of  carracks,  {cralds^),  the  Di- 
Ptuyvesant    rcctor  Said  fo  t'he  minister  and  others,  "  Domine  Johan- 
Is'tiueVJi^"?  nej'.-t  I  thought  that  I  Imd  brought  honest  ship-masters 
which  ihey  ^;vhh  mc,  bui  1  jlnd  that  I  have  brou2:iit  a  set  of  thieves  ;" 

disregard'  ,  i       .    i  mi  "  t  •     h         r    \ 

and  tliio  wassaiool  th'i'se  ccunciiiors,  and  especially  ol  Ihc 
equipnient-niastcr,  for  Captain  Jelmer  was  most  all  the 
time  at  sea.     Tncy  have  let  ii  pass  unnoticed, — a  proof 
that  they  v/erc  ir:dfbtcd.     But  they  have  not  fared  bad- 
ly; for  tliough  Pauius  Lenaertssen  has  small  wages,  he 
has  built  a  better  dwelling  house  here  than  any  body 
else.     How  this  has  happened  is  mysterious  to  us  ;  for  if 
»'u!pid"i,     the  DirecLcrhas  knowledge  of  these  matters,  he  is  never- 
fcct'or^avors  theless  as  quiet  when  Paulas  Lenaertssen  rises,  as  he  is 
PkuIus  Len-  inattentive  to  any  body  else,  \^hich  causes  suspicion  in 
much.*°       the  minds  of  many.     There  remains  to  complete  this 
court-bench,  the  Secretary  and  the  Fiscal,  Hcndrick  van 
1'^^  /i'"'  Dijch,  who  had  nreviously  been  an  ensign-bearer.     Di- 
from  ihc      iccior  btuy vps-'ant  has  kept  him  twentv'-nme  months  out 
i29monihs!'  of  the  meetings  of  the  Council,  for  the  reason  among 
others  which  His  Honor  assigned,  that  he  cannot  keep 
secret  but  make  public,  what  is  there  resolved.     He  also 
frequently  declared  that  he  was  a  villain,  a  scoundrel, 
The   Fiscal  ^  thief  and  the  like.     All  this  is  Avell  knov/n  to  the  r  is- 
wbesL*       cal,  who  dares  not  against  him  take  the  right  course,  and 
in  our  judgment  it  is  not  advisable  for  him  to  do  so; 
for  the  Director  is  utterly  insuiTerable  in  word  and  deed. 
AVhat  shall  we  say  of  a  man  wdiose  head  is  troubled, 
and  has  a  srrno  loose,  and  who  is  powerful  at  home ; 
especially,  as  it  often  happens  that   it  is  hushed   up.   if 
there  be  any  sap  in  the  icood  to  close  it  uvi.     The  ISecretary, 
to^^h^"""  Cornelius  Van  Ticnhocen.  comes  next.     Of  this  man  very 
been  lung  in  much  could  be  Said,  and  more  than  we  are  able,  but  we 
Ind  is'^'truiy  ^vill  sclcct  here  and  there  a  little  for  the  sake  of  brevity, 
adoor-siep.   ^^  jj^  cautious,  subtle,  intelligent  and  sharp-witted, — 
good  gifts  when  the}'  are  \veli  used.     He  is  one  of  those 
who  have  been  longest  in  the  country,  and  every  circum- 

*  The   meaninj;  of  ihia  word  is  uncertain.     Crackys    is  an  old  Scotch 
.        term  signifyin.fx  cannon.     .See  Janiieson's  Ety.  Diet,  of  the  Scotch  lansiu^i*- 
£r<tk  or  Kraak  in  the  Dutch,  answer.s  to  carrach,  n  galleon  or  large  ehip. 
t  Rev.  Johannes  Backerus. 
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Rfance  is  well  known  toliim.  in  regard  both  to  the  Cliris-  7y^r^,'s"!'*' 
tiaiis  and  the  Indinns.  Y\'ifh  the  Indians,  moreover.  h,e  "lomihein- 
rmis  abciut  the  srune  f  s  an  Indian,  with  a  little  coveiina  ir.ii'^nl'  ho 
and  a  small  natch  in  front.  Irom  lu^t  after  the  prostitutes  chiavdlistr 
to  whom  he  has  always  been  mightily  inclined,  and  with 
whom  he  has  had  so  much  to  do  that  no  punishment'  or 
threats  of  the  Director  can  drive  him  from  them.     He  is  *■'  '•  ■■ 

extremely  expert  in  dissimulation.  He  ajjpears  to  all  to 
be  asleep,  but  it  is  in  order  to  bite,  and  shows  externally 
the  most  friendship  towards  those  whom  he  most  hates. 
lie  gives  every  one  who  has  any  business  with  him, —  ;    •■ 

which  scarcely  no  one  can  avoid, — good  answers  and 
promises  of  assistance,  yet  rarely  helps  any  body  ;   but 
twists  continually  and  shufBes  from  one  side  to  the  other. 
Except  to  his  friends, — the  priests, — he  is  in  his  words  and 
conduct  loose,  false,  deceitful  and  given  to  lying,  promis- 
ing every  one,  i;nd  v.-hcu  it  comes  to  perform,  never  at 
home.    The  origin  of  tlie  war  was  a'^cvibed  principally  to  Thecanseof 
him,  together  wirh  some  of  his  friends.     In  consequence  1,'^!;,^ '"„^'''^'* 
of  his  false  reports  and  lies  the  Director  was  led  into  it,  si'ouuitTs.     '- 
as  is  believed  and  declared  both  by  the  honest  Indians 
and  Christians.    Now,  if  the  voice  of  the  people,— accord- 
ing to  the  maxim, — be  the  voice  of  God,  one  can  witli  ^'^'^''^fp  ^e 
truth  say  scarcely  any  thing  good  of  this  man  or  omit  ^'i'l"!"  imn. 
anything  bad.     The  whole  couiitry.  save  the  Director  i'.'.ti  r"'nbo"^ 
and  his  party,  cries  out  aaainst  him  bitterly,  as  a  villain.  °"'""^'i- 
murderer  and  traitor,  who  must  leave  the   country  or  ' '  ' 

there  will  be  no  peace  with  tlie  Indians.  Director  t^'tuy- 
vesant  was,  at  first  and  afterwards,  well  admonished  of 
this;  but  he  has  nevertheless  kept  him  in  office,  and  sub- 
mitted to  him  so  much,  that  all  things  go  according  to 
his  wishes,  more  than  if  he  were  President.  Yea.  he  also 
says  that  he  is  well  contented  to  have  him  in  ofHce,  hut  ' 

that  stone  does  not  yet  rest.*  Vve  firmly  believe  that  he 
misleads  him  in  many  things,  so  that  he  does  many  bad 
things,  which  he  otherwise  would  not  do;  in  a  word 
that  he  is  one  great  cause  of  Ids  ruin  and  the  lands'  dis- 
quiet. But  it  seems  tliat  the  Director  can  or  ^^■ill  sec 
nothing  of  it ;  for  when  it  was  represented  to  him  by 
some  persons  he  gave  it  no  consideration.  It  has  been 
contrived  to  disguise  and  manage  matters  so,  that  in  the 
Fatherland,  where  the  trutli  can  be  freely  spoken,  no- 

•  By  this  figurative  esprossion  is  probably  meant  tiiat   efforts  would    be  ,   ,■ 

tnade  in  the  Fatherland  to  have  Van  Tienhos'cn  removed.  '*  '''     ' 
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hmlv  would  be  able  to  molest  him.  Nothing  has  been 
lioiie  liiere  to  iret  at  the  truth.  Having  cstablislied  the 
juj\v<  rs  ol'  the  Council,  it  i.s  easy  to  understand  that  the 
)a\v'-people  clung  l)y  each  other,  in  order  to  maintain 
the  imaginary  sovereignty  and  to  give  color  to  that 
.v.afinfn  pretenslou.  Nine  men  were  chosen  to  represent  the 
^■/".'.cnt  ^vhole  commonalty,  and  commissions  and  instructions 
,'.'"'"  were  given  tliat  wliatever  these  men  should  do,  should 
be  the  act  of  the  whole  commonalty.  And  so  in 
fact  it  was,  as  long  as  it  corresponded  with  the  wishes 
and  vie\\  s  ot  the  Director.  In  such  cases  they  repre- 
sented the  whole  commonalty  ;  but  when  it  did  not  so 
corresponil.  ihey  were  then  clowns,  usurers,  rebels  and 
tlie  like.  But  to  understand  this  properly  it  will  be  best 
biielly  to  st;;te  all  things  chronologically,  as  they  have 
happened  duiins;  his  administration,' and  in  what  man- 
n<T  those  who  have  soucht  the  good  ofthe  country  have 
been  treated  with  injustice. 

J  lib  first  arrival — tor  what  passed  on  the  voyage  is  not 
for  us  to  speak  of, — was  like  a  peacock,  with  great  state 
and  pomp.     'I'he  declaration  of  His  Honor,  that  he  wish- 
ed to  stay  here   only  three  years,  with  other  haughty 
expressions,  caused  some  to  think  that  he  would  not  be 
a  father.     The  appellation  of  Lord  Gereral,  and  similar 
titles,  were  never  before  known  here.    Almost  every  day 
Mnny  piv    ^^^'  <^-^used  pr'/clamations  of  various  import  to  be  pub- 
cards  issued,  lislii'd,  which  were  for  the  most  part  never  observed, 
and  have  long  since  been  a  dead  letter,  except  the  wine 
excise,  as  that  yielded  a  profit.     The  proceedings  of  the 
^r-s^-,^unst  ^'^^'-'^^  men.  audtliose  especially  against  Joehem  i'ietersz 
j.rrhcin  I'le-  Cuyter  and  C'ornelis  Melyn,  happened  in  the  beginning 
jiiciyn^veo-  of  liis  administration.     The  Director  showed  himself  so 
ccasufabic.    one->idid  in  them,  that  he  gave  reason  to  many  to  judge 
of  lii.s  character  liilh^  to  his  advantage.  Every  one  clear- 
ly saw  that  Director  Kieft   had  more  favor,  aid  and 
counsil  in  lii-  siule.  than  his  adversary,  and  that  the  one 
Director    was  the   advocate  of  the   other    as  the  lan- 
guage of   Director  ."Stuyvesant  imported  and  signified 
Btiiyvesani    v>  h(  11  lie  >aid,  "These  brutes  may  hereafter  endeavor  to 
kci^i^vci cm-  i-,j^,(.i-  ,^^,-.  ii^Avn  also,  but  1  will  manage  it  so  now,  that 
they  wdl  have  their  bellies  full  for  the  future."     How  it 
was  maiiasred.  the   re>ull  of  the   lawsuit  can  bear  wit- 
ness,    'i'licy  v/ere   coniprll.d    to    pay    fines,  and  were 
cruelly  bani-hed.     In  order  that  nothing  should  be  want- 
ing, Curnciis  Melyu  was  threatened  if  he  asked  for  mcr- 
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cy,  that  it  would  after  a  \AhiIe  be  seen  how  his  matters 
would  turn  out  in  the  fatherland,  in  languajre  like  this, 
ns  Mclyn,  who  is  still   livinu-,  himself  declares.  "If  I 
knew,  Melyn,  that  you  would  divulge  our  sentence,  or  threailn'd 
bring  it  before  Their  High  Mightinesses,  I  would  cause  l^l'.,"'^^'*'' 
you  to  be  hung  immediaiely  on  tlie  highest  tree  in  Xcw- 
Netherland."     Now  this  took  place  in  jirivate,  and  mav 
be  denied, — and  nothing  ought  to  be  taken  as  true  but 
what  is  credible, — but  this  is  so  confirmed   by  similar 
cases,  that  it  cannot  be  doubted.  At  one  time,  after  leav- 
ing the  house  of  the  minister,  where  the  consistory  had 
been  sitting  and  had  risen,  it  happened  that  Arnoldus 
Van  Herdenbergh  related  the  proceedings  relative  to  the 
estate  of  Zeger  Teunisz,  and  how  he  himself,  as  cm-ator, 
had  appealed  trom  the  sentence  ;  whereupon  the  Direc- 
tor, who  had  been  sitting  there  with  thern  as  an  elder, 
interrupted  h.im.  and  replied,  "It  may  during  my  adniinis-  S!'!yr?".nt 
tration  be  contemplated  to  appeal,  but  if  anyone  should  fhecMnsino- 
do  it,  I  will  make  hijn  a  foot  shorter,  and  send  the  i)ieces  ^^^',,[",','['10 
to  Holland,  and  let  him  appeal  in  that  way."     Oh  cruel  <i.':iiii  iiHi«e 
words!  what  more  could  even  a  sovereign  do?     And  unm I'l'usVn- 
yet  this    is    all    firmly    established;    for   after  Jochem  "''"'"*• 
Pieterz  Cuyter  and  Cornells  Melyn  went  to  the  Father- 
land to  prosecute  their  appeal,  and  letters  came  back  . 
here  from  them,  and  the  report  was  that  they  were  up-            '* 
held  in  the  appeal,  or  would  be  so  upheld,  the  Director 
declared  openly,  at  various  times,  and  on  many  oeca-         ^      ■ 
sions,  as  well  before  inhabitants    as   strangers,  when 
speaking  of  Jochcm  Pietersz  Cuyter  and  Cornelis  Mclyn, 
"If  they  come  back  and  bring  lh<"  order  of  the  .States,  ^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
they  would  be  as  they  were,  unless  their   High  !Miu'hti-  tiie orders <.f 
nesses  summon  me,  in  which  case  I  will  immediately 
send  them  back."     His  Honor  has  also  always  dcnii'd 
that  any  appeal  was  or  could  be  taken  in  this  countiy, 
and  declared  that  he  was  able  to  show  this  conclusively. 
And  as  some  were  not  willing  to  believe  it,  especially  in               :  ' 
matters  against  the  company  or  their  ofiicers,  a  great 
deal  was  quoted  and  extracted  from  dilFerent  authorities, 
but  not  much  to  the  purpose.     At  the  first,  while  Direc- 
tor Kieft  was  still  here,  the  English  minister,*  as  lie  had 
been  long  badly  treated  and  his  land  was  confi>cated, 
prayed  that  he  might  be  permitted  to  return  to  the   Is- 
lands,! or  to  Netherland ;  but  an  unfavorable  answer 

•  Francis  Duugiity.  t  The  West  Indies. 


■•I  t'^cf'. ■./"•; 


I    -.J- 


;I  laVW  mmT  t  .•i5.lri..''.''i  «;■'^.s^^ 


310  Rr.rRKSE.NTATiO^'    of    new    NETnF.RI.A\D. 

wa:?  ahvays  g^v/cr,  him,  and  he  was  turcatcncd  with 
tlii.s  nnd  that;  finariy  i'-  resulted  in  pei-mi.ssioii  to  return, 
K. ''!"'-:'"'  provided  he  gave  a,  pi-omise  under  his  liand,  (hat  lio 
irc  r»;:i<h  -would  Hot  in  any  ph^.ce  iii  whlcli  he  should  come,  speak 
Kr'tt.'.!.:,Vn.t  or  complain  of  v/hat  had  bf^lalleii  him  liere  in  New 
hill 't'cea''"  Netheriand  from  Director  Kieft  or  kSuiyvcsenl.  'i'his 
«"«<'•  the  man  himsel.''  decJares.     Mr.  Dincklagen  and  Com- 

mander Lorter,  who  then  had  seais  in  tiic  Council,  also 
say  that  this  is  true.    It  is  a  marvel  how  the  Directors c;in 
now  justify  to  fhe:"r  own  consciences  what  they  ^visllpd 
to  do  v.ith  fcuch  certificates,  and  others  like  them,  which 
were  secretly  ohfnined.     The  Honorahlc  Director  began 
also  at  the  first  to  argue  very  stoutly  against  the  contra- 
band trade,  as  w^is  indeed  very  laudable.     The  law  was 
passed  and  remained  in  force,  yet  this  trade,  forbidden 
to  others,  he  himself  wished  to  carry  on ;  but  to  this  the 
people  were  not   willing  to  consent.     His  Honor  said, 
etuyves.int    and  openly  asseried,  that  he  was  allowed,  on  behalf  of 
Ind' i^^p'r"  I  he  Company,  to  sell  powder,  lead  and  guns  to  the  In- 
the  ladmns.  jj.^j^j,^  jj^t  uo  ouc  clse  could  do  SO,  and  that  he  wished  to 
carry  their  resoluiiou  into  execution.     \Yhat  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  Company  amounts  to,  is  unknov/n  to  us.*  but 
Mh:it  relates  to  the  act  is  notorious  to  every  inhabitant ; 
as  the  Director  has  by  his  servants  openly  carried  on  the 
■'_  trade  with  the   Indians,  and  has  taken  guns  l>om  tree 

■    ,  men  who  had  biGUgat  with  them  one   or  two  for  their 

own  use  and  amusement,  paying  for  them  according  to 
his  own  pleasure,  and  selling  them  to  the  Indians.  But 
this  way  of  proceeding  could  amount  to  nothing,  and 
made  little  progress.  It  was  necessary  to  do  somethinL" 
more,  and  thi^refore  a  merchant,  Gerrit  Yastrick,  receiv- 
easeofeuns.  cJ  ordcrs  to  bring  with  him  one  case  of  guns,  which  is 
known  ol',  for  the  purpose,  as  it  v>'as  said,  oi  supplying  the 
Indians  sjjaringly.  They  set  about  with  this  case  of  guns 
so  openly,  tliat  there  was  not  a  man  on  the  ?>[anathaii> 
but  knew  it ;  and  it  was  work  enough  to  quiet  the  people. 

•  The  Compnny  had  written  to  Sti'yve?ant  on  the  Vtli  of  April,  1G49,09 
follows: — "  It  1-  our  opinion  that  the  iNatives  wiihin  our  conquests  siioii'.J 
be  governed  wiih  lenity — a  conclusion  lormed  from  our  vais  with  them, 
which  we  believe  are  the  cause  of  their  anxiety  to  provide  themselves  with 
powder  and  ball  for  use  in  hunting  which  we  consider  nothing  but  an  art- 
ful pretext.  V'-t  as  they  ur;;e  it  with  such  earnestness,  tiiat  they  wou.^l 
raiher  renew  t!v  uar  wiili  ns  than  be  wiijjout  these  articles,  and  as  a  w^'f 
wiih  th?ni,  in  onr  present  situation,  wculJ  be  very  unwelcome,  we  think  tl;*" 
best  policy  is  to  foini.-li  ih.-m  with  powder  and  ball,  but  with  a  sparing  hand." 
(Albany  iCeconlo,  Vol.  I\'.  p.  1,  'J.) 
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Every  body  made  his  own  comment ;  and,  as  it  was  ob- 
served that  the  ship  was  not  inspected  as  others  had 
been  bef'jre.  it  was  presumed  that  there  were  many 
more  guns,  besides  powder  and  lead,  in  it  for  tlie  Gov- 
ernor ;  but  as  the  first  did  not  succeed,  silence  was  there- 
fore observed  in  regard  to  tlie  rest ;  and  it  mip^ht  have 
passed  unnoticed,  had  not  every  one  perceived  that  it 
opened  a  great  door  for  abuse.  The  Director  so  treat- 
ing all  others,  then  gave  permission  to  a  captain  and 
merchant,  who  were  celebrated  for  this  of  old,  and  who 
were  now  said  to  have  brought  with  them  a  great  num- 
ber of  guns,  which  was  the  more  believed,  because  they 
went  to  the  riiiht  place,  and  on  their  return  (Retoere") 
were  dumb  as  to  what  they  did.  This  begat  so  much 
discontent  among  the  common  people,  and  even  among 
the  other  oflicers, that  it  is  not  to  be  expressed;  and  had 
the  people  not;  been  persuaded  to  hold  back,  something 
extraorcimary  would  have  happened.  It  was  further 
declared,  that  the  Dii-ector  is  everything,  and  does  the  carries'o"!-ui 
business  of  the.  whole  country,  having  several  shops  ^'_;'^''^j°'' '""' 
himself;  that  he  is  a  brewer  and  has  breweries,  is  a 
part  owner  of  sliips,  a  merchant  and  a  trader,  as  well  in 
lawful  as  contraband  articles.  But  he  does  not  mind  or.ierof  tho 
what  is  said ;  he  exhibits  the  orders  of  the   Ivlanaeers  i>"ci„t-hrb- 

II  1  111"*!!     "''''*  ^       ' 

that  he  might  do  so,  and  says,  moreover,  tliat  he  should  powder  and 
receive  a  supply  of  powder  and  lead  by  the  Falconer  ^""'" 
for  the  purpose.     In  a  word,  the  same  person  who  inter- 
dicts the  trade  to  others  upon  pain  of  death,  carries  it  on 
both  secretly  and  openly,  contrary  to  good  morals.     His 
example  is  not  to  be  followed,  and  if  others  do  follow  it, — 
which  indeed  often  happens  secretly, — tlien  away  with 
them  to  the  gallows.     This  we  have  seen  in  the  case  of  Pmceodih-rs 
Jacob  Ileyntgen  and  Jacob  Van  Schermerhorcn,  who,  jacub'ii'eynr. 
for  this  o'ticnce,  were  sentenced  to  die,  and  who  were  ^f,J]  y"^^  •^*- 
with  m.uch  diinculty  relieved  from  the  sentence,  and  then  schcm.erho- 
they  were  banislied  as  felons,  and  their  goods   confis- 
cated.    The    banishment  \vas,  by  the   intervention   of 
many  good  men,  afterwards  remitted,  but  their  goods, 
many  of  which  were   free,  (as  they  were  tradins:  mer-  ^ 
chants)   remained  confiscated.     ^Ye  cannot  pass  by  re-  /pc^  1",™ re[^.' 
lating  here  what  happened  to  one  Joost  Theunisz  ]3ac-  Jj'.p"„".jj-'°°" 
ker,  who  complained  to  us  of  being  greatly  maltreated,  Backer. 

•  Tills  i?  not  a  Dutch  word.  It  may  be  the  French,  retour,  in  which 
sense  we  ha%i:  ufpcl  it.  Its  presence  renders  the  sense  doubtful,  and  perhaps 
ihe  translation  of  the  passage  is  incorrect.  .    ■ 


■li   );  !•.!{■,    ; 
.-,;.,. .7'.,-;      . 


1/   JVJr^/iq 


'i      ttilf  //    'IT    • 

,-,1  in.-.-    .- 

/,< '     ■     ii ...    ; 


312  BEPRKSENTATION    OF    NEW    NETIIERLAXD. 

as  he  in  fact  was.     For  the  man  being  a   rcputab!.^ 
bnruhrr,  of  jrood  life  and   moderate  means,  was   ]iut   in 
prison  upon  the  declaration  of  an  officer  of  the  C(.in[i:i- 
i^,  nv,  \^  ho,  accoidinc^  to  the  General  and  Council,  liad  l.iiii- 

self  thrice  well  deserved  the  gallows,  and  for  whom  n 
new  one  even  had  been  made,  from  which,  out  of  nvr'-y, 
he  escaped.  He  was  persecuted  in  every  way,  and  linal- 
ly,  when  nothing  could  be  established  against  him  hav- 
V  ing  the  semblance  of  crime,  he  was  released  again,  aft-r 

;  ,  thirteen  days  confinement,  upon  satisfactory  bail  lor  his 

/■  ..  .  appearance,  in   case   the  Fiscal  should  find  anythinir 

I,.    ...•-  against   him.     Nothing  has  as  yet  been  done  about  it 

;"■  though  the  year  and  a  day  have  passed  by.     We  have, 

'■  as  advocates  for  this  commoner,  and  upon  his  reque^t 

i.  respectfully  solicite  I,  as  his  bonds  are  heavy,  that  the 

•    ,  .  suit  should  be  tried,  so  that  he  might  be  punished  aceord- 

{-:■    •■■■  ing  to  his  deserts  if  he  were  guilty,  and  if  not,  that  he 

),.:.,,   :,  might  be  discharged.     But  there  was  nothing  gained  by 

,   .     '  our  interposition,  as  we  were  answered  with  rcproaeh- 

:.v  ■  ful  language,  and  the  Fiscal  was  permitted  to  rattle  out 

.  ,  ■^.-  anything  that  came  in  his  mouth,  and   the   man  was 

,  rendered  odious  beyond  all  precedent,  and  abused  be- 

in,  •.,.  fore  ail  as  a  foul  monster.      Asked  he  anything,  even  if 

,:=  •    .  it  were  all  right,  he  received  abusive  language,  his  request 

was  not  complied  with,  and  justice    was  denied  him. 
These  things  produced  great  dissatisfaction,  and  led  some 
''£V*ve'"o'  ^"  meditate  leaving  the  country.     It  happened  better  with 
p^ctervacder  onc  Pictcr  Vaudcr  Linden,  as  he  was  not  imprisoned. 
Linden.        ^hcre  are  many  others,  but  the  most  of  them  are  al>aitl. 
yet   would  speak  if  ihey  durst,     iNow  the  Comjiany  ir- 
self  carries  on  the  forbidden  trade,  and  the  people  think 
that  as  it  can  do  so  without  criminality  there  is  no  harm 
,,;,,.    ...      in  their  doing  it;  and  this  causes  smuggling  and  frauds 
j,--'     -   .    •    to  an  incredible  extent,  though  not  so  great  this  year  as 
'    •  .   >.  •-'       heretofore.     The  j)ublishing  of  a  placard  that  those  who 
prncuma-     wcrc   iuvolved,  whether   civilly  or  criminally,  in  New 
rr°o"eainr!°of  Ftmlaud.  might  have  passport"  and  protection  here,  has 
evil  doers,     very  much  embittered  the  minds  of  the  English,  and  has 
,  \  '  I    ;..'       been  considered  by  every  one  fraught  with  bad  conse- 
quences.    Great  distrust  has  also  been  created  among 
The  Director  ^^e  inhabitants  on  account  of  Ileer  Stuyvcsant  being  so 

«onnsLfites  •'  i   •       • 

.very  freely,  ready  to  coutiscate.  Thcrc  scarcely  comes  a  ship  in  or 
near  here,  whicli,  if  it  do  !iot  belong  to  friends,  is  not  re- 
garded as  a  prize  byliim.  There  will  be  great  pretences 
(though  little  comes  of  them)  made  concerning  these 
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matters,  about:  wh-cb  v:e  wili  vol  disp'Jte  ;  but  confis- 
catinp:  lias  rrnched  such  a  ]">i!ch  in  ^.'cw  iXcthrrlancl,  that 
nobody  \vho  has  ai.v  vi;-ib!c   y)rop(.-rtv  considers  ii  to  be 
at  all  safe.     It  \vere'\vell  if  the  knov.ledye  ot^  ihis  thing 
were  confined  to  this  country  ;  but  ho  has  !?pread  it  him- 
seiramongthe  neigld^cing  English — North  and  fciouth, — 
and  in  the  West  Indies  and  Carihbce  Islands.     Every- 
where there,  such  h  the  bad  report,  that  not  a  ship  dare 
come  from  those  places;  ar.d  good  credible  people  who 
come  from  thence,  by  the  Wciy  of  Boston,  and  others  of 
Boston  trading  her'^,  as:;ure   us  that  moi-e  than  twenty- 
five  ships  would  come  here  Ircm  those  islands  every  year 
if  the  owners  were  not  fearfui  of  confiscation.     And  this 
is  the   result    only  in  these   places.     The  same  report 
flies  to  all  others,  and  produces  like  fear  in  them,  so  that  Thereponof 
this  vulture  is  dpstroying  the  prosperity  of  New  Nether-  ^","s*"u"h 
land,  diverting:  its  trade,  and  makine"  the  people  discon-  i."j"ry  and 
tented.     Other  places  not  so  well  situated  as  this,  have  ""^" 
more    shipping.     All    the    substantial    inhabitants,   the 
merchant,  the   burgher   and  peasant,  the   planter,  the 
laboring  man,  and  also  the  man  in  service,  sufler  great 
injury  in  consequence  ;  for  if  the   shipping  were  abun- 
dant, every  thing  could  be   better  sold,  and  necessaries  ll]"lJ„°^ 
be  more  easily  obtained  tiian  they  are  now.  whether  they  "ihRc-s  good 
be  such  as  the  people  themselves,  by  God's  blessing,  get 
out  of  the  earth,  or  those  they  otherwise  procure,  and 
be  sold  with  more   profit ;  and  freedom  in  trade  would 
be  given  to  the  people.     New  England  is  a  clear  exam- 
ple that  this  policy  succeeds  well,  and  so  especially  is 
Virginia.     All  the  debts  and  claims  whicb  were  left  un- 
collected by  Director  Kieft, — due  l^or  the  most  jiart  Irom 
poor   and   indiirent  people  who  had  nothini;',  and  whose 
property  was  destroyed  by  the  war,  by  which  they  were 
compelled   to  abandon   their   houses,  lands,  cattle  and 
other  means. — were  now  demanded  ;  and  when  the  peo- 
ple declared  that  they  were  not  able  to  pay — that  they 
had  lost  their  property  by  the  war,  and  desired  i\ly  Lord 
to  have  patience,  they  were  repulsed.     A  resolution  was 
adopted  and  put  in  execution,  requiring  those  who  did  The  Director 
not  satisfy  the  company's  debts,  to  pay  interest;  but  the  ,1eiIts"con-' 
debts  in  question  were  made  in  and  by  the  war,  and  the  '[;j;i',7,'c'lvar 
people  are  not  alilc  to   pay  either  principal  or  interest,  burreuisej" 
Again,  the  just  debts  which  Director  Kiell  left  behind,  just'cilimj* 
due  iVom  the  company,  whether  they  consisted  of  month-  compaoy!)* 
ly  wages,  or  were  for  grain  delivered,  or  were  other- 
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^visc  lawfully  contracted,  these  the  Director  will  not  ^:\y. 
If  \vc  oppose  this  as  an  unusual  course,  it  is  utliiiiil»  i! 
and  ho  Avishcs  to  have  it  so.  We  liave  by  p--tiri(,ii 
and  proper  remonslrance  eiTected,  however,  so  mur!;, 
that  the  collection  of  the  debts  is  put  olf  for  a  lime. 

Besides  this,  the  country  of  the  Company  is  so  i;ixi  li. 
and  is  burdened  and  kept  down  in  such  a  manner,  thr.: 
the  inhabitants  are  not  able  to  appear  beside  their  neigh- 
bors of  Virginia  or  New. England,  or  to  undertake  anv 
enterprise.  It  seems, — and  thus  much  is  known  by  us, — 
that  all  the  inhabitants  of  New  Netherland  admit  tlint 
the  Managers  have  scarce  any  care  or  regard  for  New 
Netherland,  except  when  there  is  something  to  receiv.^, 
for  which  reason,  however,  they  receive  less.  The  great 
extremity  of  war  into  which  we  have  been  thrown, 
clearly  demonstrates  that  the  ^Managers  care  not  wheth- 
er New  Netherland  sink  or  swim  :  for  Avhen  in  that 
emergency,  aid  and  assistance  were  sought  from  them, — 
which  they  indeed  were  bound  by  honor,  and  by  promises 
half  unsolicited,  to  grant,  pursuant  to  the  exemptions. — 
they  made  no  attempt  to  furnish  them  at  their  own  ex- 
pense. We  let  the  expense  go  ;  they  have  never  es- 
tablished any  good  order  or  regulation  concerning  it, 
although  the  plenitude  of  their  High  j^.lightinesses  had 
decreed  and  commanded  it.  Neither  have  they  ever 
allowed  the  true  causes  and  reasons  of  the  war  to  be  in- 
vestigated, nor  have  they  attempted  to  punish  those  who 
Noiitiiesus-  had  rashlv  begun  it.  Hence  no  little  suspicion  attache-; 
the  inanaae-  to  tiicir  ordcr  conccmmg  it ;  at  least  it  is  certain  that 
rneut  of  the  iii^jp  oliiccrs  Were  chosen  more  from  favor  and  friend- 
ship than  merit,  which  did  not  make  their  matters  go  on 
better.  But  this  is  the  loss  and  damage  for  the  most  part 
of  the  stockholders.  Many  of  the  others  doubtless  knew 
well  the  object.  In  a  word,  they  come  far  short  in  af- 
fording that  protection  which  they  owe  the  country, 
though  the  burdens  are  nothing  lighter  on  that  account. 
heavfiv'fM-  1'Ji^y  understand  how  to  impose  taxes,  for  while  they 
ed  and  ihe  prouiised   iu   the  exemptions,  not  to   iro  above  live  per 

burden   falls   '  ,  ,  .  '  ,      .         ,'     .  ,  .        '    . 

upon  the  ccnt.,  tJioy  uow  take  sixteen.  It  is  obvious  that  therein 
ton^mon  ^  gceat  ditTerencc. — a  half  diflerence,  but  there  is  no  re- 
lief. The  evasions  and  objections  which  are  used  by 
thcfn,  as  regards  merchants  goods,  smuggling,  and  many 
other  things,  and  which  the  times  have  taught  them,  in 
order  to  give  color  to  their  acts,  are  of  no  lorce  or  con- 
sideration.    They,  however,  are  not  now  to  be  refuted. 
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as  it  would  take  loo  'Ion;?  ;  tuou;;ru  w<^  ?taud  ready  to  do 
50,  if  there  be  any  reccs^^lty  ior  it.     Thc.s<i  and  lanurner- 
uble  other  diniciilties,  which  we  hiive  not  time  to  ex- 
press, exist,  tending  to  the  damage,  jniury  and  ruin  of 
the  country.     If  the  inhabitants,  or  we  ourselves,  go  to 
the    Director   or   other    olticcrs   of  the  Company,   and 
speak  of  the  flourishing- condition  of  our  neighbors,  and 
complain  of  our  own  deiolare  and  ruinous  state,  wo  get  thp Director 
for   answer    from   them,  that  they   see  and  observe  it,  [f.^f^ni'^i" 
but  cannot  remedy  it,  as   ihey  follow  the   Company's  M'-ntmess- 
orders,  v,  hich   they  are  compelled  to  Jo,  and  that  if  we  dress. 
have  any  thing  to  say,  \\c  must  petition  their  niiistcvs, 
the  ^lanagers,   cr  Their  High  jMlghtinesses,  which,  in 
truth,  wc  have  judired  to  be  nccessory.     It  is  now  more 
than  a  year  since  the   commonalty  deemed  it  expedient, 
and  proposed,  to  send  a  ooputation  to  Their  High  [Migh- 
tinesses.    Tiie  Director  commended  the  project,  and  not  ^^ 
only  assented  to  it,  but  urged  it  strongly.     It  icas  put  ice//  ii"n  ns  to  & 
in  tlie  mill,  so  that  we  had  already  spoken  of  a  person  to  ft'ppmvcdV 
go,  when  it  fell  through,  lor  these  reasons  :  When  it  was  *•'>«  i'-rector. 
proposed,  the  Director  desiied  that  it  should  be  commu- 
nicated according  to  his  wishes;  which  some  who  per- 
ceived the  object,  would  not  consent  to,  and  the  matter 
therefore   fell  asleep.     Besides,   the   English,   who   liad 
been  depended  upon  and  who  were  associated  in  the 
affair,  withdrew   from  time    to   time   from    us.      I'his 
ma.de  the  necessity  of  action  the  greater,  and  the  Nine 
Men  were  therefore  changed  the  next  year,  when  llccr 
Stuyvesant  a-jain  urged  tlie  matter  stromrly,  and  dcrclar- 
ed  that   he  had  already  written  to  the   Com[)any   *!iat  fs'',',!- opinion 
such    persons  would    come.      After  the    election  of  the  \';;.^,.',|'^'' ''^ 
Nine  ^len,  and  belbre  the  nevv'  incumbents  were  sworn  «"ui.igo. 
in,  it  was   determined  by  them   and  resolved   verbally, 
that  they  would  proceed  with  the  deputaiion.  whatever 
should  be  the  consecjuences  ;  but  it  remained  some  time 
before  the  oath  was  renewed,  on  account  of  some  am- 
plification of  the  commission  being  necessary,  wliich  was 
finally  given  and  the  protocol  arrnnged  and  signed  ;  but 
we  have  never  been  able  lo  obtain  an  authentic  copy  of 
it,  althougli  the  Director   has   frequently  promised,  and 
we  have  Irequently  applied  for  it. 

As  the  Company  had  now  been   wailed  upon   a   km*'-  r'.^-n  riPt--r- 

lie  m  vain,  promising  amendment  li-oni  tunc  to  tin^.c.  ■^^--i  »<iepa- 

bul  going  on  worse,  a  determined  resolution  was  taiai.  Tbpir'Higi, 

by  the  commons-men  to  send  some  person.     They  made  ^J,^"'"'"^"- 
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TbtCom-     tiieir  intention  kiiov.ii  fo  the  Diicctor,  and  reciucstcd  tlitit 
r^^'M^'v^ot ''^^y    w^g*-^t   cOTilcr  ■'vitb    the    eomaionalty ;    bill   their 
i.yc^t..t      pj'oposiiion  Ava,^  not  Mcii  ri-crivod,  and  they  ohlaincd  in 
f^'-ilii.'!'*      rt- ply  to  iheir  \vritten  petiliop.  a  ver}  long  Icttor,  to  tliL" 
cflect,  that  communication  ir.iis'.  be  made  through  the 
Directoi",  and  his  instruet-ons  ibllowed,  with  many  cth'  r 
iliings  which  did  not  agree  with  our  object,  and  wen- 
impractic-'ible,  as  we  think,  lor  varioub  reasons  which 
we  have  5;ct  down  in  a\  riling.     We  thought  it  was  not 
advisable  to  communicate  tluough  him,  but  we  rejin-- 
sente(i.  to  liis  Honor  that  shouki  he  let  us  go.  we  would 
not  send  any  thing  to  the  Fatherlund,  without  his  hav- 
ing a  copy  ot   It.     He  could  then   answer  for  hiniself/ 
as  we  would  be  glad  he  should  ;  but  to  I'ollow  his  direc- 
tions ill  this  n;alter  was  not,  we  thought,  founded   in 
,  reason,  bui  wa.-,  antagonistic  to  the  welfare  of  the  coun- 
try.    We  had  never  promised  or  agreed  to  do  so  ;  but 
were  bound  by  an  oath   to  seek  the  prosperity  of  the 
country,  as,  according  to  our  best  knowledge,  we  are 
always  inclined  to  do. 
Thei^ticrf.f      lu  the  abovc  mentioned  letter  it  says,  if  we  read  right- 
'^^  ^"""''-  ly,  that  we  should  inquire  what  approbation  the  Com- 
monalty were  willing  to  give  to  this  business,  and  how 
the  expense  should  be  delrayed  ;  but  the  Director  ex[)]ain- 
ed  it  diderenily  u-om  what  we  understood  it.     Now  as 
he  was  nut  willing  to  convene  the  ])eople  for  our  \mv- 
pose,  or  that  we  should  do  it,  we  went  round  from  house 
to  house  and  spoke  to  the  commonalty.     The  General 
The  Director  1*^"^»  ^'"oni  that  time,  burned  with  rage,  and,  if  we  can 
lent'b.xn.V'i'e  J'-'*^'^^''  '^''^^^  ^^^^  been  etlectually  appeased  since,  although 
tiu-y  ,!.)  i..ii  we  did  not  knov/ what  else  to  do,  and  ioUowed  his  order 
di'recTioui!     herein.      Xciverilieless    it    was    contemplated    that    the 
i\ine  Men  should  not  communicate  with  him  or  follow 
his  directions  in   any  thing   pertaining  to   the  matter. 
This  excited  in  him  a  bitter  and  unconqueral)Ie  hatred 
against  them  ail,  but  principally  against  those  whom 
lie  supposed  to  hi;  the  chief  authors  of  it ;  and  alihoui:li 
these  persons  had  been  good  and  dear  friends  Avith  hini 
always,  and  he,  shortly  betbre,  had  regarded  them  as  the 
most  honorable,   respectable,    intelligent   and    patriotic 
men  of  the  country,  yet,  as  soon  as  they  did  not  follow^ 
the  Genera I's  wishi'S,  they  were  this   and   that,  some  of 
them  rascals  liars,  rebels,  usurers  and  spendthrifts,  in  a 
',        word,  hanging  was  almost  too  good  lor  them.     It  had 
,-   .,   "-.,.    been   previously    strongly    urged   that   the  deputation 
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ylionld  be  expedited.  ])iit  [he  said]  there  was  then  still 
>i.v  inotiths  time,  and  all  that  was  proper  and  necessary 
could  he  put  upon  a  sheet  of  paper.     Many  re])oris  also  y^^-^^^ 
were  spread  aniona:  the  people,  and  it  was  sought  prin-  nicans  em- 
cipally  by  means  ot"  the  English  to  prevent  the  college  vert'ti.e"'co!- 
oi'  the   Nine  Men  from  dointr  any  thing;  but  as  these  pun,osel" '" 
intrijrues  were  discovered,  and  it  was  therefore  manifest 
that  this  could  not  be  eliected,  so  in  order  to  make  a 
diversion,  many  suits  were  brought  against  those  who       • 
were  considered  the  rinirleaders.     They  were  accused 
and  then  prosecuted  by  the  Fiscal  and  other  suborned 
officers,  who  made  them  out  to  be  th.e  greatest,  villains  in 
the  country,  where  shortly  before  they  had  been  known        ■    -  ' 
as  the  best  people  and  dearest  children.     At   this  time 
an  opportunitv  presented  itself,  which  the  Director  was 
as  glad  to  have,  as  he  himself  said,  as  his  own  life.     At 
the  bc^'inaing  of  the  year  1G49,  clearly  perceiving  that 
we  would  not  only  have  much  to  do  about  the  deputa- 
tion   but  would   hardly  be   able   to  accomplish  it,  we 
deemed  it  necessary  to  make  regular  memorarida  lor  Ofthenote?. 
the  purpose  of  furnishing  a  journal  from  them  at  the 
proper  time.     This  duty  was  committed  to  one  Adriaen 
vander  Donck.  who  by  a  resolution  adopted  at  the  same 
time,  was   lodged  in  a  chand)er  at  the    house  of  one 
jNIichael  Jansz.     'J'he   General   on    a   certain   occasion  'riie  notes 
when  V^ander  Donck  was  out  of  the  chamber,  seized  this  vnu".ier 
rough  dralt  with  his    own   hands,  put    Vander  Donck  ^^Jr""""" 
the  day  after  in  jail,  called  together  the  great  Council, 
accused  him  of  having  committed  crimen  Iccscr  //>'tj-si(i- 
tis,  and  took  up  the   matter  so  warmly,  that  there  ^vas 
scarcely  any  determining  whether  the  (Ipputatiou  was  to 
proceed,  (and  it  was  yet  to  be  arransred,)  or  whether  t!ie 
journal, — as   Mine    lleer    styled  the    rough  draft    iVom 
which  the  journal  was  to   be  prepared, — was  of  itself 
action  enough  ;  for  ]\Iine  Ileer  said  there  were  great 
calumnies  in  it  against  Their  High  Mightinesses,  and  ' 

when  we  wished  io  explain  it,  and  sought  to  correct  ihe 
errors,  (as  the  writer  did  not  v.-jsh  to  insist  upon   it  and 
said  he  knew  well  that  thi-re  were  mistakes  in  it,  aris- 
ing from  haste,  and  other  similar  causes,  in  consc^iiurnce 
of  his  bavins:  had  much  to  do  and  not  bavins:  rrad  over 
again   tiie  most  of  it.)   our  request   was   called  a  lib(d  irmvevor 
v.'hich  was  worthy  of  no  answer,  and  the  writer  of  w  iiich  n'^  ,,,"  ti':e 
it  was  intended  to  punish  as  an  exam[d^  to  (^(Ir'is.      In  ^■'<^<^'^^'- 
fine  we  could  not  make  it  right  in  any  wiiy.     He  forhid 


! ' 


/.     'Pill     lo 


Writ 


318    .  Rr.rncfr.N'TATiox  of  kkw  xr.Tiir.Ri,ANr>. 

Vandcr  Donck  tlip  Council  and  also  our  meolincrs,  and 

f^ave  us  Ibrnial  notice  to  that  etlcct,  and   yet  would  nut 

release  him  I'roin  his  oalh.     For  the  purpor^c  of  cuttin;,' 

oil"  the  convenient   mode  of  prool',  he   issued   a  |>rocla- 

niation   declarini,^  that  no  testimony  or  other  act  should 

be  valid  unless  it  were  written  by  the  Secretary  ;  whii-li 

was  of  service  to  nobody,  but.  on  the  contrary,  every  one 

complained  that  nothing:  could  be  done.     Director  Ki<  ft 

. .  had  done  the  same  thing  when  he  was  apprehensive 

that  au  Attestation  would  be  executed  against  him.     And 

so  it  is  their  practice  generally  to  do  every  thing  they 

can  thiidc  of  in  order  to  uphold  their  conduct.     Those 

\vhose  offices  required  them  to  concern  themselves  with 

the  aflairs  of  the  country,  and  did  so,  did  well,  if  th(\v 

Those  who  wcut  according  to  the  General's  will  and  pleasure  ;  if 

cSTulury.' "'*'  they  did  not.  they  were  prosecuted  and  thown  into  pris- 

very    badly  q,,.  iTuarded  bv  Poldicrs  so  thev  could  not  sneak  with  any 

Ueated.  ,        ,-  -i    '        i  i      i       ^        ' 

Dody,  an.'irily  abused  bclore  every  one  as  n.onstc  r.-. 
threatened  to  be  taught  this  and  that,  and  every  thiiiir 
done  against  them  that  he  could  contrive  or  invi.-iii. 
We  cannot  enter  into  details,  but  refer  to  the  record  kej>i 
of  these  things,  and  the  documents  which  the  Direclur 
hiniself  will  furnish.  From  the  foregoing  relation  Their 
High  Mishtinesses.  and  otlier  friends  who  may  see  it. 
Thotriithin  can  W(dl  imagine  what  labor  and  burdens  we  have  IkuI 
New  Neth-  upou  our  shouhicrs  from  which  we  would  very  wiilinLdy 
laiedl'^  have  escaped,  but  for  love  of  the  country  and  of  truth, 
which,  as  far  as  we  know,  has  long  lain  buried.  'I'ii'.' 
trouble  and  ditUeulty  which  do  or  will  alleet  us,  al- 
though wanting  no  addition,  do  not  grieve  us  so  mu<li 
as  the  sorrowful  condition  of  New  iXetherland,  now  lyinu' 
Rt  its  last  gasp;  but  we  hope  and  trust  that  our  aiilie- 
tions  and  the  sulierings  of  the  inhabitants  and  jieople  cf 
the  country  will  awaken  in  Their  iiigh  Mi<rhtinesses  a 
compassion  which  will  be  a  cause  of  rejoicing  to  Ne\\' 
jN'etherland.* 

•  See  Note  E.— Post 
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IN  WHAT  MANNER   Nr:U'  NF.T/iEUr.AND  SHOULD  x^E 
REDRE35ED.  .    ,         .       , 

Althguch  we  are  well  ;issuvc4  and  krow.  in  iv?nffird  to 
the  mode  of  redress  of  the  country,  we  are  only  chiidi-cn, 
and  Their  High  ]Miyhtiuesse!3  are  entirely  competent,  we 
nevertheless  pray  that  they  overlook  our  presumption 
and  pardon  us  it  we  ::oake  soine  %ugp:estion?  according  to 
oi;r  humble  understanding  thereof,  in  addition  to  what 
we  have  considered  riccessary  in  ouv  petition  to  Their 
High  ^Mightinesses. 

\n  our  opinion  this  country  will  never  flourish  under 
the  government  of  the  Honovable  Company,  but  will 
pass  away  and  come  to  an  end  of  its.'^lf,  unless  the  Hon- 
orable. Company  be  re'ormed  ;  and  therefore  it  Mould 
be  more  proiitable  for  them,  and  better  tor  the  country, 
that  they  should  be  rid  thereof,  and  their  effects  trans- 
ported hence. 

To  speak  spccificall v.  Care  ouglit  to  be  taken  of  the 
public  property,  as  well  ecclesiastical  as  civil,  which,  in 
begiiinings,  can  be  illy  dispensed  with.  It  is  doubtful 
whether  Divine  ^Vorship  will  not  have  to  cease  altogeth- 
er in  consequence  of  the  departure  of  the  minister,  and 
the  inability  of  the  Company.  There  should  be  a  public 
school,  provided  with  at  least  two  good  masters,  so  that 
first  of  all  in  so  wild  a  country,  where  there  are  many 
loose  people,  the  youth  be  well  taught  and  brought  up, 
not  only  in  reading  and  writing,  but  also  in  the  knowl- 
edge and  fear  ol"  the  Lord.  As  it  is  now,  the  school  is 
kept  very  irregularly,  one  and  another  kee^ping  it  ac- 
cording to  his  pleasure  and  as  long  as  he  thinks  ])roper. 
There  ought  also  to  be  an  alms  house,  and  a.;  orphan 
asylum,  and  other  similar  institutions.  The  minister 
Mho  now  goes  home,*  can  give  a  much  fuller  explana- 
tion thereol'.  The  coimtry  must  also  be  provided  ^ith 
godly,  honorable  and  intelligent  rulers.  mIio  are  not  very 
indigent,  or,  indeed,  are  not  too  covetous.  A  covetous 
Governor  makes  poor  subjects.  The  manner  the  coun- 
try is  now  governed  talis  severely  upon  it,  and  is  intol- 

•  This  was  tlie  Rev.  Joliannes  Backeru?,  wlio  hnd  previously  been  a  min- 
ister at  Curacoa.  He  succeeded  the  Rev.  Everadiis  Bo^^ardus  as  minister 
at  New  Anisteidaiii  in  1G-I7,and  left  fur  HolJand  in  1649,  just  before  the  de- 
parture of  this  deputation. 
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rrablo,  for  nobody  is  unmolested  or  secure-  in  hispropcrtv 
loiijrer  than  tlie  Direclor  pleases,  wiio  is  ^:t'tn  r:i!lv 
strongly  inclined  to  confiscatinir ;  and  it"  every  tliin^--  li.' 
,'ii  iic  •'  -well  done,  and  the  propeily  i,Mven  to  the  lleer.  onr  nui-t 
i^^'-"'  '■  still  study  always  to  please  hiin  if  he  would  have  cprn!. 
,'.n<t  .'  ••  .A  good  population  would  be  the  consequence  of  a  <:u.>:i 
I,,  .')  government,  as  we  have  shown  according  to  our  aliility 

i-"--'  in  our  petition  ;  and  although  to  give  free  passage  and 

;■'   '-  equip   ships,  if    it  be  necessary,  would   be  expensive  at 

*.' ■  • ''  first, — yet  if  the  result  be  considered,  it  would  ultimate- 
ly be  a  wise  measure,  if  by  that  means  farmers  ai;il 
laborers  together  with  other  poor  pt^ople  were  brouL'ut 
into  the  country,  with  the  little  property  which  they 
have  ;  of  whom  the  Fatherland  has  enough  to  spare. 
We  believe  it  would  then  prosper,  especially  as  good 
privileges  and  exemptions,  which  we  regard  as  the  moth- 
er of  population,  would  encourage  the  inhabitants  to 
carry  on  commerce  and  lawful  trade.  Every  one  woidd 
be  allured  hither  by  the  pleasantness,  situation,  salubrity 
and  fruitfulness  ot  the  country,  if  protection  were  secured 
within  the  already  established  boundaries.  It  would  all. 
with  God's  assistance,  th(Mi.  according  to  human  judg- 
ment, go  well,  and  New  Netherland  would  in  a  few  years 
be  a  brave  place  and  be  able  to  do  service  to  the  Neth- 
erland nation,  to  repay  richly  the  cost,  and  to  thank  its 
benel'actors. 

High  Miirhty  Lords !  We  have  had  the  boldness  to 
\vrite  this  remonstrance,  and  to  place  matters  beibre 
you  as  we  liave  done  froni  love  of  the  truth,  and  because 
\vc  felt  ourselves  obliged  to  do  so  by  our  oath  and  con- 
science. It  is  well  that  wc  have  not  seen,  heard  and 
considered  them  all  at  once,  but  separately,  in  tlnir 
whole  tenor  and  in  every  particular.  Nevertheless  there 
is  nothing  in  it  but  what  is  well  known  by  some  of  us  to 
be  true  ; — the  most  is  known  by  all  of  us  to  be  true. 
We  hope  Their  High  Mightinesses  will  pardon  our  pre- 
sum[jtion  and  our  plainness  of  style,  composition  and 
method.  In  conclusion  we  commit  Their  High  Mishti- 
ncsses,  their  persons,  deliberations  and  measures  at  heme 
and  abroad,  together  with  all  the  Iriends  of  New  Neth- 
erland, to  the  merciful  guidance  and  jirotection  of  tiic 
Highest,  whom  we  supplicate  for  Their  High  ^lighti- 
nesses'  present  and  eternal  welfare.     Amen. 

Actum  defen. — 2Sth  of  July  in  New  Netherland.  And 
vas  subscribed, — '"Adriacn  vander  JJo7ick,Aiigustijn  Her- 
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tnansz,  Arnolius  vmi,  Jlarne.iwprgh,  Jacob  von  Couwcn- 
linvzn,  OInlT  ^tevensz,"  (h-y  •'vhotBe  name  avms  written, 
"under  protesf, — obli^^rH  to  siicn  about  the  ,2;overnment 
oftlioHctrKieU/')  '■  Micuid  Jai;oz.  Thomas  JL.IL  Elhcrt 
Elbertsz,  Govcrt  Lohennans,  Hmdrick  ilcncbicksz  Kip, 
and  Jan  Ei-erts-bout,''  Below  w  as  witten,  "  According 
to  the  coibUion  of  the  O'iginnl  rernonsirancc,  dated  and 
subscribed  as  abore.  u-ith  vhich  these  are  found  to  corres- 
pond at  the  H^.gv,  the  ISth  October,  1019,  01/  vie;'" — and 
was  subscribed, 
.       .,  .       "  I).  V.  SCIIFLLUYiXEX,  Notary  Public:' 
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TDK  TrTLE   OF  THE  EARL  OF  STJKLIX&  TO  LO.VS   ISLAND    ASD   THE  APJACEXT  ISLj5;»I,S^ 

Andrew  Forester,  tlie  atrent  of  thfcJov/nger  of  Stirlinrr,  was  a  Srotchrnan  fron-.- 
Dundee.  He  was  arrested  and  e.xrim'ned  before  the  Director  and  Council,  orj 
the  2Sth  September,  ltJ47,  when  the  fsrctj  appeared  as  set  forth  in  the  text.  The 
other  Scotchman  arrested  in  1U40  by  Kieft,  was  James  Farrett,  who  held  a  power 
of  attorney  front  the  Earl  of  Stirling  in  liia  life  time,  dated  the  20th  of  April, 
1C37,  Eoihorising  him  to  dispose  cl  Lon^  Island  and  the  adjacent  islands  between 
the  degrees  of  forty  and  forty-one  north  latitude,  or  any  part  of  thein.  A  cer- 
tified copy  of  this  instrument  is  on  file  in  th?  office  of  the  town  clerk  of  South- 
ampton on  Long  Island.-  Savaee,  in  Winthrop,  (Vol.  ii.  p.  6.),  misled  bv  Wood, 
(who  however  corrects  the  error  in  the  second  edition  of  his  "  Sketch  of  Long 
Island,")  confounds  Forester  with  Farrett. 

Tiie  history  of  the  grant  of  Long  Island  to  the  Ear!  of  Stirling,  has  been  much 
obscured.  It  is  not,  as  intimated  by  Hubbard,  included  in  either  r.f  his  patents  for 
Kova  Scotia,  nor  was  it  a  grant  direct  from  the  crown,  as  stated  by  other  writers. 
Those  of  Nova  Scotia  and  the  Canada  grant,  were  issued  by  the  crown,  that  of 
Long  Island  came  t>om  the  Plymouth  Company  ;  though  in  truth  they  may  all  be 
considered  as  emanating  from  that  Company,  through  royal  interference. 

The  adventurers  of  the  Northern  Colony  of  Virginia  obtained  from  James  L  a 
eeparatc  patent  in  ItJ^O,  for  all  that  portion  of  the  country  v.-iihin  their  limits, 
that  is,  between  the  degrees  of 40  and  48,  and  formed  a  new  company  under  the 
name  of"  The  Council  established  at  Plymouth  in  the  county  of  Devon  for  the 
planting,  ruling  and  governing  of  New  England  in  America."  The  Earl  ofStir- 
ling,  then  Sir  William  Alexander  and  i\Li5ter  of  Requests  to  the  King,  for  Scot- 
land, becoming  acquainted  with  Capt.  John  Mason  who  had  been  in  the  country, 
was  in  consequence  induced  to  apply  to  the  King  for  a  patent  for  Nova  Scotia,- 
which  was  granted  him  in  1G.-21  ;  but  as  this  territory  was  within  the  limits 
of  the  giaiu  to  the  Council  of  New  England,  the  prior  assent  of  that  cor- 
poration was  necessary,  and,  upon  the  request  of  the  King,  was  given,  (Gorges' 
Brief  Narration,  ch  p.  21. "i  Sir  William  Ale.\ander  was  a  favorite  of  James  I. 
probably  on  account  of  his  being  a  fellow  countryman  of  courtly  manners  and 
poetical  talents.  The  interposition  oi  the  King  in  his  behalf,  and  the  extraordi- 
nary privileges  incluiied  in  the  grant,  of  creating  titles  of  nobility  lor  Nev/  Scot- 
land, whieh  were  in  fact  conferred,  show  the  e.xrent  of  his  influence  with  that 
monarch, — an  iiitUicnce  which  on  the  death  of  James,  he  retained  with  his 
Bucce.-'sor. 

The  patentees  of  New  England  surrendered  their  charter  in  IG.Ij.  first  pass- 
ing grants  to  tiiemselves  in  severalty,  of  such  parts  of  the  country"  a!<i:ii-'  the  sea 
coast,"  as  they  deemed  proper.  They  had,  hov,-ever, previously  conveyed  to  pri- 
vate persons  (hfierent  [loiiiuns  of  the  country,  and  in  April  of  that  year  made  a 
deed  to  the  Earl  of  Stir.ing  of  Long  Island  and  the  adjacent  islands.  This  deed 
has  never  been  prouu.'ed  in  public,  though  it  is  said  to  be  in  the  State  Paper 
Ofiice  in  L'iiidon.  I;  i>=  Iw.vover  described  both  in  the  petition  of  Henry,  the 
third  Earl  of  Stirling,  made  in  ICGl,  to  Charles  II.,  praying  that  in  any  treaty 
made  with  tire  Dutch,  tbesulje  ts  of  the  latier  government  on  Long  Island  might 
be  required  to  submit  to  the  English,  (Loadon  Documents  at  Albany,  Vol.  I.;  anJ. 
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irt  the  power  cf  ittotncy-  o<"tlie  nrs:  E'ri  of  Stiiiuis  'c  P'ariett,  before  ri;fencd  to. 
In  the  latter 'iosjiiment  i"  is  re'-iiei!  thac  tlie  Eur!  of  .-riirlin-j  had,-'  by  and  with 
tfie  consent,  direction,  ai^no^nthl'-rtt  an-l  i.iiri-.murd  othi?  mo?.:  sai-red  .Majesty,  the 
King,  obtained  a  pa'<r;it  .^r  n'^iiH  from  i.'ie  iiji;iorulir,ji  i;/' iw-ir  Ln'slnnd.  under 
tlieir  common  s?nl  bfr.riii.TO^ite  the  two-nnJ  iwentfeih  day  of  April  in  the  eleventh 
year  of  his  said  .Maiejry  Churlc:;  of  England,  ticotlanci,  Ff.ince  and  Ireland,  King, 
or  Anno  Don-.ini  lt.3C,*  of  a  oertain  island  cajlcd  Lotiii  Ijland  wiiiiall  and  every 
the  islands  thereui:to  ndjacenr,  lying,  ana  beiiig  .«!imaie,  or  hoauded  between  the 
degrees  of  forty  and  forty-one  of  the  northerly  Irai'.ide  or  iliereaboutd"  It  is  added 
in  the  petition  of  Henry  ti:o  grandson, — "  v.'ith  pow-^rof  Judicature,  saving  to  that 
Council  the  Oyer  and  Terminer  of  Appeals,  to  be  h.^lil  ot  that  Council  ycr  {^ladium 
comitatu-s, and  yicldinf'.  the  liith  p.irt  ot  allure  of  gold  and  silver.'  Tiie  e.xisience 
of  this  graiii  is  established  b.-yond  all  ouestion  by  the;  u;ct  that  it  was,  \K':th  its 
relinquishment  to  the  Ivuiie  tf  York,  recr..;niseu  iii  the  patent  of  Governor 
Nicholl  to  Constant  and  Nathaniel  Sylvester  ibr  .Shelter  Isian.d,  I\Iay  31,U>I)C. 
(Wood's  Lonsr  Iitla:id,  p.  •?  nc!".)  1'lie  releasf-  lo  the  Duke  of  York  is  also 
menlioned,  though  upon  what  aurhorityii  is  not  stated,  in  JIass.  Hii>-t.  Coll.  vol. 
in,  2d  Series,  p.  ^5.  Major  General  William  Alexander  of  our  revolution,  gen- 
erally known  as  Lord  'j'tirling,  ir  a  letter  to  one  of  his  agents  at  the  time  oi  hia 
claiming  the  Earldom  and  American  estates  of  Stirling,  says,  that  Henry  the 
third  Earl  conveyed  this  title,  about  the  year  l(iG2  to  the  Duke  of  York,  for  an 
annuity  of  three  hundred  pounds,  which  was  never  paid.  (Sec  his  life  by  .Mr. 
Dutrr,  p.  37.)  As  the  Duke  of  York's  patent  included  Long  Island  this  reieuso 
pertected  the  title  of  the  crown  of  England  to  it  in  him.  subject  of  course  to  the 
prior  grants  made  by  the  Earl  of  Stirling,  which  are  the  foundation  of  many  of  the 
titles  to  real  estate  now  held  on  the  east  e.d  of  Long  Island,  on  Shelter  Island 
and  Nantuckei. 

B.—Page  279. 

THE    CLAIM    OF    EDMC.'^n    PLO\''DCS    TO    L:iSG    ISI.A.VD  AXD    NEW    JtKSEY. 

The  claim  of  Edmund  Plowden  'o  Long  Island  and  the  country  SDUth  of  it,  id 
Cape  May,  forms  a  curious  chapter  in  our  early  bistory.  r^Iost  writer.s  have  beu« 
disposed  to  treat  it  as  a  valid  on?  ;  while  others  have  gone  into  tae  opiio.-^iie  ex- 
treme, and  both  ridiculed  the  claim  and  utterly  denied  its  e.xiitence,  giving  it  no 
other  consideration  than  as  an  Eulopian  fabrication.  Tiie  truth  appears  to  be  that 
6ne  Edmund  Flowdon  did  obtain  a  grant,  through  the  Deputy  Geiwral  of  Irtdand, 
purporting  to  be  from  the  King,  which  was  enrolled  in  Ireland,  and  with  which 
he  visited  this  country.  On  liis  return  to  I'^ngland  he  canned  a  pamphlet  to  be 
published  with  the  title  of"  A  description  of  the  Province  of  New  Albion,"  >.tc.,t 
containing  a  letter  alleged  to  have  been  written  by  one  Robert  Evelin  who 
had  lived  there  many  years.  Were  there  no  other  evidence  to  prove  the  actual 
assertion  of  riowden's  claim  tb.an  this  brorhvre,  both  might  ju.-ily  be  denied,  for 
It  appears  to  have  been  written  by  some  one  who  had  little  or  no  per.'^oiial  know- 
ledge of  the  country,  with  a  free  use  of  such  materials  as  could  be  derived  Iroin 
Purchas,  the  semi-romantic  histories  of  Captain  John  Smith,  and  the  publica- 
tion of  Lord  Baltimore  in  relation  to  Maryland,  wiio=e  gram  most  likely  ijave 
rise  to  tiie  speculiiion  on  the  part  of  Piowden.  The  publication  oi  tins  tract  was 
first  made  in  1G4S.  Tb.at  the  description;  which  it  contains  of  the  couiury  wa.s 
not  more  correct,  arose  from  the  fact  tiiiit  beinc;  in  possession  oi  the  Duicli,  it  was 
almost /c;-;u  incognita  \o  the  English,  and  Plowden's  own  knuu  ledge  ot  it  wiis 
limited  to  .>'ew  Amsierdam,  the  sea-coast,  and  periiaps  tlie  river  Dc'.aw.ire.  Cut 
there  is  abundant  proof  tioth  of  his  title  such  as  a  lie  represented  it  to  be,  and  ot  his 

*  Thi"  it  obviously  a  cleriial  error.  1'hc  elevc-iUh  ye:ir  of  rhnrles  I.  w,is  lli^'>.  anJ  as  it 
w.is  in  June  of  ihHt'yeur  ili.il  tlie  p:itciil  wiis  .surrondercd  by  llie  Council  of  .New  iinglantf; 
their  decil  to  tiie  Eirl  of  t^tirltni  :iius.  have  btf ii  before  that  eveat. 

I  Re[.riut>;d  in  Forte's,  C.iH.-ctioii  of  Auiencari  Ti^cts. 
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«•  '.u.'ii  vrrwiic;  in  tins  conntrv,  assertiiiii  his  cliim,  before  tlK'  niip^nriiiK-e  of  the 
Itrt-rij-lion  of  thf  Prnvirir'  of  A>n'   Aluion." 

Him  two  visits  to  N-'W  Netheriand  pi-ost>ciiliiij  his  title  are  di^tinctlv  -i;«ertP(l 
ill  i!i-  t'-.v(,  I'iie  ill  the  tinio  of  Kiett  aiui  tiie  oilier  in  tliat  of  Slay\--.-iiiit.  It  i- 
Kiiscd  by  Wiiit'irup,  siih  anno  16-:S,tliiit  i,e  arrived  in  Boston  in  that  yi-ar  from 
V'ir::inia  where  lie  had  been  nlniost  srven  yen:-',  which  agree;*  with  iho  period 
»i:itedinthe  Description  of  New  Al'iunn  for  l;is  n'^idenre  in  the  country.  It 
Wiis  during  thJ!?  term  tliiit  liis  visits  weie  made  to  Isew  iS'elherland,  the  i;ist  of 
wliicii  was  on  ids  %vay  to  Co.~tun  from  Vir-mia,  on  iiis  return  to  England.  Tiie 
work  appears  to  liave  been  pul)lished  iinnieJiatt  ly  on  his  reaehing  Eajland.  Bat 
the  most  iiitere.'^tinir  piece  of  contemporaneous  eviumce  in  regard  to  this  claim  is 
to  he  found  in  the  Journal  of  Augustine  Heeremnns,  (one  of  the  jNine  Men.)  who 
with  Rp'^olve  Waidron  was  sent  as  a  Comiiiissioiier  by  Stuyvesant  to  the  gover- 
nor of  .\Jarylaiiu  in  reieience  to  the  disputes  abo  it  the  boundaries  between  their 
two  colonie'j,  ii>  the  year  ]f^o9.  Heereman.s  si.-ite?  that  in  their  interview  with 
Governor  t'endall  of  .Maryland,  the  latter  claimed  that  tiie  patent  of  Lord  Balti- 
more extended  nortii  to  the  patent  of  New  England, and  then  says:  "  Upon  which 
we  ask'-d  where  then  would  New  Netheriand  be,  if  their  limits  were  to  join  tho.<«; 
of  New  fi^ngland  ?  To  liiis  he  answered,  he  did  not  know.  We  then  said  we 
knew  for  both  ;  that  it  was  a  mistake  and  that  New  Netheriand  was  in  posse.s- 
sion  ol  these  limits  several  years  before  luy  Lord  Baltimore  obtained  his  patent, 
and  tii-it  we  actually  settled  these  parts.  We  broui^hi  forward  also  among  other 
facto,  f..j,j>  Ed:n.  FUm-dcn  iafuiiiier  days  laid  ciuiin  lo  Delaware  Day,  and  we 
declared  that  the  one  pretension  had  no  better  support  than  the  other.  To 
wh.ch  he  replied  that  P;o\'.den  had  not  obtained  a  commission,  and  was  thrown 
in  jail  in  En;:iaiid  for  his  debts.  He  achnoxclcdgcd  however  that  Ploioden 
»ulicitfd  from  the  Kiurr  a  paieui  of  Novum  All/tou,  which  was  refused,  where- 
upon he  addre;:scd  hi^nself  to  the  Viceroij  cf  Ireland  from  whom  he  obtained  a 
patent,  but  it  v.  as  of  no  value  at  all."  (Albany  Records  Vol.  IS,  p.  3411.)  With 
lhi.s  coniemptirtineous  testimony  we  may  appreciate  the  evidence, — the  charter 
it.self,  V.  iiicli  lia-i  been  produced  by  Charles  Varlo  who  visited  this  country  in  1784 
for  tl'.o  purpo-i"  of  e'--iablip!iing  the  claim,  of  one  third  of  which  he  had  become 
tlie  owner.  \'arlo  having  procured  a  copy  of  the  charter  from  the  Cliancery 
rolls  in  Dublin  caused  it  to  be  traslated  from  the  Laun,  in  which  it  was  written, 
and  to  be  published  and  distributed  with  copies  of  a  lease  and  release  and  also 
an  address,  ainonir  the  inhabitants  of  this  country.  One  of  these  publication? 
we  ha\e  now  before  us,  with  a  proclamation  in  ionn  of  a  handbill,  addressed  to 
the  pe(  p!e  of  New  Albion,  in  the  name  of  the  Earl  of  Albion.  The  charter, 
lease  and  n  le.iso  were  republished  by  .Mr.  Hazard  in  the  tirst  volume  of  his 
Co'lecil.,.iis.  'I'he  addre.-s  to  the  public  may  be  found  in  ;\Ir.  Pennington's  E.x- 
aminaiion  of  the  pamphlet  before  mentioned  in  the  fourth  volume  of  the 
Memoirs  ol  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania.  The  proclamation  has  not 
been  republished.  'I'lie  only  copy  which  ^ve  know  of,  is  the  one  for  the  use  of 
which  we  are  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  Hon.  Peter  Force  of  Washington. 

'i'his  charter  is  from  the  Deputy  General  of  Ireland,  and  is  dated  the  2lst  of 
June,  in  the.  fnth  year  of  Charles  L  (163  i,)  and  grants  to  Edmund  Plowden, 
Knight,  and  to  John  Lawrence,  Knight  and  Baronet.  Bowyer  Worsley,  Knight, 
Ciiarles  Barrett  and  John  Trusler,  Roger  Packe,  William  Inwood,  Thomas 
Ribread  and  (jeorsie  Noble,  certain  lands  and  premises  to  be  erected  into  a  pro- 
vince uiul  called  New  Albion,  consisting  of  Long  Liand  or  Isle  of  Plowden  and 
of  a  part  of  the  main  hind  lormine  a  square  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  on 
each  sidi',  beginiiin.r  at  Cape  ?.Iay,  thence  along  the  river  Delaware  forty 
leagues,  thence  on  a  line  at  right  angles  north  forty  leagues,  thence  in  a  line  at 
right  angles  east    forty  leagues  including  Snndheei/  [Sandy  Hook,]  and  flora 

*  This  work  piiruorts  to  h.ive  lic.-n  wrillea  by  Reauchamp  Planta-ienet.  wlio  was  doubtless 
a  fictilidu.s  (icrsonaue.  Il'ii.a  \viit;i-n  by  PU.wdfn.  it  was  |iri-p.ireil  under  lii<  directinn.  la 
tlie  soi!oii(U.ria  liter  llifre  is.i  n  liT'iiri;  to  lliu  Indian  \\  ar  diirin'.'  KielVs  ndtiiiui->tration,  to  the 
increase  (if  thf;  Enijli.sh  piiiiiil.::ioii  at  .M;ii\lntt,in,  ;>i;il  the  laraishin^'  atiiuiunil'.on  tu  l!ie 
liniian,f  Uy  S'.uyve^■dnt, — la.  is  v-ulua  I'luvvdon'i.  knc.uieii;ie  or  vonic  one  who  had  Lfcen  here. 
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ttwncp  south  on  the  line  of  tlie  Fqurne  to  Cape  i\Iay  ;  and  alio  grants  to  Plowden 
the  title  ot"  Earl  Piilatine  thereof.  By  the  release,  also  dated  in  1624,  the  four 
(lateniecs  last  above  nanuil  convey  their  interests  to  the  children  of  Edmund 
I'lowdeii,  and  d.'clare  that  the  interest  of  Vv'orjley  and  Barrett,  h:id,  in  con- 
f^'qiience  of  their  de:ith,  passed  to  iiie  surviving  patentees.  This  charter  was 
void,  OS  made  without  authoniy,  lor  whatever  patents  of  lands  in  this  coun- 
try may  have  been  lawtully  issued  by  the  royal  colonial  frovernors,  no  such 
prams  were  ever  authorized  to  be  made  by  any  delegated  power  at  home,  much 
less  were  political  charters  wiiii  provincial  f;rants  permitted  to  be  given  by 
subordinate  authorities,  either  bore  or  there.  It  was  accordingly  treated  as  a 
nullity  by  the  English  as  well  as  by  the  Dutch. 

The  occasion  of  the  publication  by  Vario  was  the  purchase  by  him  before  the 
revolutionary  war,  from  some  person  in  England,  of  cne  third  cf  ihis  alleged 
proprietary  right.  He  came  to  inis  country  in  1';.'!'4  for  tlie  purpose  of  i)rosecuting 
the  claim,  and  after  Ins  reutini  to  England  publisljed  an  account  of  his  travels  in 
America,  with  some  facts  connected  with  tiiis  cliiiin,  in  a  book  which  he  called 
"  Floating  Ideas  of  Nature."     [2  vols.  12mo.  Lond.  1796). 

Was  there  any  settlement  attempted  by  Plowden,  and  if  so,  where  1  In  the 
work  of  Varlo  just  alluded  to,  he  states  that  Edv.-ard,  the  second*  son  of  Sir 
Edmund  Plowden,  came  to  ine  palatinate,  wiili  his  iady  and  two  sons,  for  the 
purpose  cf  enjoying  the  property  ;  but  that  they  had  not  been  long  here, 
when  they  were  attacked  by  the  Indians,  and  Edward  and  his  Indy  murdered, 
the  two  children  esctiiiing.  \Vi:cnce  he  obtained  this  information  does  not 
appear  precisely,  thou!;ii  probably  from  Edmund  Plowden,  Esq.,  of  Maryland, 
whom  he  visited  during  his  tour  in  this  country,  or  from  the  Plowden  family 
in  Ireland. 

We  have  ascertained  some  facts,  which  may  v.-ell  be  taken  into  view  in  con- 
nection with  the  point  we  a;e  now  cotisiuering.  It  appears  from  the  records  at 
Annapolis,  that  one  Edicnrd  Plowden  took  up  a  tr;;ct  of  land  in  St.  Mary's  county, 
Maryland,  called  "  Plowden's  discovery,"  on  the  ijOth  of  March,  l'J42,  andon 
the  ei;ihth  of  August,  following,  two  other  tracts,  making  in  all  GCG  acres, 
which  have  ever  since  remained  in  the  possession  of  his  descendants,  and  pre 
now  called  Bushwood.  Edmund  Plowden,  one  of  these  descendants,  was,  in 
1777  appointed  a  captain  of  militia  in  the  upper  battalion  of  St.  Mary's  county, 
and  in  the  years  17.s3  and  1764,  represented  that  county  in  the  Legislature  of 
Maryland.  He  is  the  member  of  the  family  visited  by  Varlo,  who  erronecjusly 
gives  his  name  Edward.  Tne  correct  name,  Edmund,  which  was  the  ntune  of 
the  patentee  of  New  Albion,  is  a  circumstance  not  to  be  disregarded  in  the 
present  inquiry.  Edmund  J.  Plowden,  Esqr.,  of  Bushv/ood,  the  grand-on  of  this 
pAlmund,  informs  us,  (in  16  19,")  that  by  tradition  he  is  descended  from  one  of 
the  sons  of  the  Edward,  murdered  by  the  Intlians,  whose  names  were  Tiiornn,^ 
and  George,  but  at  what  time  or  at  vvhat  particular  place  the  murder  happened  is 
unknown.  He  states  that  Varlo  called  upon  his  grandfather  with  a  vi-nv 
of  obtaining  his  aid  in  prosecutiii!!  the  claim,  which  liis  grandlatlier  declined, 
in  consequence  of  his  advanced  age  and  the  dificultu's  uhich  obviou.-ly  presented 
themselves  ;  and  that  there  was  a  correr pond'Mtce  on  the  subject  between  his 
grandfather  and  Francis  i'lowiien,  the  auihor  of  the  well  known  hi~iory  of  Ire- 
land. He  further  says,  •'  my  uui.er  dyin.;  when  I  was  but  a  boy,  many  papers 
were  either  mislaid  or  destroyed,  among  them  this  very  grant  to  Sir  Edward,t 
which  wlien  a  boy  1  have  oiten  seen,  as  al,->>  a  book  tracing  the  descent  of  our 
family  at  least  from  .-^ir  Edward,  down  to  my  grandfather."  'I'!:e  Sir  Edward 
here  rek-rredtois  the  one  called  by  Vario  the  second  son  of  SirEdimmd  Plowden 
the  original  chiimaiit,  and  tlie  luie  preli.xed  to  the  names,  which  tipiiears  to  have 
had  no   other  fouiiuaiion    than    the   charter  ot  New   Albion,  has   been   trans- 

*  The  names  uf  Kdmund  PliAvden's  children  are  L'!ven  in  ihe  f>cs,T:ptwri  of  .Vnr  .1lhi,m 
as  follows:  Fr.uicis,  (ihc  eldest,)  Thomas.  VVinefrid,  Biirb.^ra  umlKathannf.  The  trniiio  of 
Edward  does  not  appeur. 

t  This  may  have  been  either  a  conveyance  iVom  the  family,  or  the  release  from  (he  pa- 
tentees before  mfnUomd. 


: — .OTfA-Jin   'i  r/   v/3'/    "!(.•    •'.or 
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m.:!.  J  i!i  '.he  fjinily  to  later  ineiiiliers  of  it.  He  has  also  shown  us  a  convrv.in,-^ 
on  ;".ri-i!iii'-nt,  witii  internal  evi(l--nce  of  its  anU'inily,  of  Rcsitrrrrlioii  Mnwir 
»n  M-iryi.'uid,  made  by  Richard  Terry  to  Thoiiuift  and  George  I'lninieu.  (l.itc-i 
Ji'iJi  !M-iy.  Iti^'-l,  which  proves  them  to  have  been  in  this  country  at  a  time  ci<!i- 
f  v.rnily  with  the  tradition. 

If  any  settlement  were  attempted  it  must  have  been  by  one  of  the  Plowd^no, 
nrobabfy  a  grandson  if  not  a  son  of  the  original  clninnnt.  There  ia  no 
jiH-iitioii  ill  the  Dutch  r-Tord^  of  any  such  attempt  during  the  time  the  country 
wn?  under  the  control  of  th?  We=t  India  Company.  From  the  great  minutents., 
vith  which  every  an^sre.-sion  of  ihe  English,  and  every  other  event  connect-^d 
with  the  possessions  of  the  conijiany,  are  stated  in  those  records  it  could  not  well 
have  happened  without  some  mention  of  it  in  them.  There  were  three  projerti 
hy  the  Kna'rsh  to  obtain  a  fooihold  on  the  Delaware,  during  the  Dutch  dynasty, 
which  are  stated  ; — one  by  George  Holme.s  in  IG.Io,  with  a  party  of  a  dozen  men. 
ond  is  referred  to  in  the  brief  statement  of  Van  Tienhoven,  in  connection  with 
the  name  of  Thomas  Hall,  who  was  one  of  the  party  :  thi- second  in  ItJU, 
by  Mr.  Lamhertson  of  New  Kiven  :  and  the  third  in  Kioit.  by  Lord  Balti- 
more, which  was  the  occasion  of  the  embassy  of  Heernians  and  Waldron  before 
referred  to. 

It  appears  to  admit  of  little  doubt  that  one  of  the  Flowdens  came  over  here 
nfler  the  return  of  Edmund,  the  original  grantee,  to  enjoy  the  property,  but  for 
the  reasons  given  in  regard  to  any  settlement  by  the  latter  it  could  not  have  been 
before  ilie  year  ii>i)4.wlien  the  Dutch  power  ceased  in  ISew  iNetlierland.  It  is 
quite  likely  that  thf  conquest  by  the  English,  revived  tlie  fallacious  hopes  of  the 
I'lowdeii  f  imily,  and  that  they  despatched  one  of  their  number,  in  after  years,  to 
this  country.  Hut  where  he  attempted  his  settlement  is  unknown,  as  are  aUo 
the  circumstances  of  his  tragic  fate.  If  attempted  any  where  within  the  limits 
of  New  Albion,  it  must  have  been  in  New  .Jersey.  The  annals  of  Long  Island 
ha-.e  been  so  fully  preserved  as  to  render  the  absence  of  all  allusion  in  thern  to 
,  the  matter  conclusive  against  the  supposition  of  its  having  been  tried  there. 

\Vc  cannot  dismiss  the  subject  of  New  Albion,  without  adverting  to  a  state- 
ment contained  in  the  work  of  Plantagenet,  aa  the  original  source  from  wliich 
the  historians  of  New  York,  with  hardly  an  exception,  have  derived  and  trans- 
mitted nn  error  comiccteii  with  the  condicting  claims  of  the  Dutch  and  Enciish 
to  New  Neth.-rland.  It  is  the  alleged  landing  of  Sir  Samuel  Argall  on  Manhat- 
tan island  in  KlKl,  on  his  return  voyaee  to  Virginia  from  his  expedition  against 
the  French  at  .Acadia.  This  is  a  pure  llction.unsustained  by  any  good  authority, — 
though  some  wnt-Ts  have  heaped  up  citations  on  the  subject, — and  as  fully  sus- 
ceptible of  disproof  as  any  statement  of  that  character  at  that  early  period  can  be. 


•  C— Pc'?e  252.  -. 

The  Swedes  o.n  the  Delaware. 

The  l)i»torians  of  New  Sweden  have  been  in  doubt  as  to  the  precise  time  of  the 
arrival  of  the  Pwedos.  Mr.  Clay  says,  that  Minuit  brought  over  the  first  colonies 
nlout  the  year  ll"3ti.  Mr.  f-Vrris  considers  the  time  of  his  arrival  uncertain, 
though  he  supposes  frotn  circumstances  tint  it  was  early  in  th"  spring  of  H'.'J-^. 
Acrelius,  who  had  the  informatir.n  before  him,  is  not  explicit :  and  Thomas  Cam- 
panius  is  both  iinibisruous  miuI  v.-rong.  ns  are  all  those  w!io  have  relird  upon  him. 

The  year  is  distinctly  t'iveti  in  the  text.  It  is  said  to  be  lfi.38,  and  "  eleven 
years  ago,"  that  is,  bei"r>re  HMD.  wiien  the  Vertoo^rh  was  written.  But  we  have 
it  in  our  power  not  otdy  to  cnrroborata  this  statement,  '.'ut  to  fi.x  the  month,  by 
evidence  of  a  different  character.  Among  the  London  Documents  procured  by 
the  histotical  agent  of  New  York,  i;  a  letter  from  the  Treasurer  (f  VirHrii, 
J'.rome  Hawhy.toMr.  Serretiry  Windcbanke,  dated  "  Jamestown  in  \'irg:iiiH, 
8ih  >Iay,  ltJ.3^,"' in  which  the  following  passage  occurs:  "  Since  which  tytiie 
(20th  March  last,)  l:eare  arrived  a  Jiutch  sliipp  with  commission  irom  the  yoiig 
Qaeene  of  Sweaden,  and  signed  by  eight  of  the  chiefe  Lordes  of  Sweaden,  the 
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coppe  whereof  I  would  have  taker,  to  s.»nd  tc  yo'r  Hon'r,  bu'  the  Captajiie  would 
not  permit  nie  to  ta'ie  any  con')3  ihc-rf^of,  ese-vt  hn  iiiiaiii  have  f'ee  trade  for 
tubacro  to  carry  to  Sweden,  wbicli  being  coinniy  to  hi?  T.Iaj'is  instrucnons  the 
Govern'r  excused  bi:■:ls^;it' tliceof.  The  ?hipi>  reniriiiud  h.-ar»  about  10  days  to 
refresh  with  wood  niid  water,  during:  which  tynr;,  ihe.  ?.!'r  of  said  shipp  made 
knowne  tliat  both  himselfe  and  another  shipp  of  l;is  oomp-.ny,  were  bound  for 
Delaware  Baye,  which  is  the  confines  of  Vir'vinin  and  JN'ew  England,  and 
they  p"tend  to  make  a  pianlatior;  and  to  plant  tobncro,  whi^h  the  Dutch  do  allso 
already  in  Hudson's  rivei,  wiiich  is  'he  very  next  riwr  Northard  i>otn  Delaware 
Baye.  All  which  being  his  Mat's  terretorys,  &c."  (London  Doc.  Vol.  1.)  The 
two  ships,  which  wore  the  A'»?/  of  CaLinar  and  the  Griffni,  must  have  been  in 
Virginia  at  or  after  the  first  ci  Apvil.s-jpposiiig  thsrr,  \<>  have  arrived  the  very  day 
after  the  20th  of  March,  referred  ;«>  in  this  letter,  as  they  staid  there  ten  days  to 
wood  and  water,  which  would  have  wnsmned  all  the  mon:h  of  .ATarch  at  least. 
At  all  events  it  is  certain  they  could  net  have  arrived  in  the  Delaware,  to  sal!  to 
which  would  have  taken  another  dr  /,  before  the  first  of  Aiinl.  Tlie  probabilities 
are  that  they  did  not  arrive  in  Virginia  on  the  d:iy  after  the  20th  of  March,  be- 
causa  if  they  had  done  so,  it  svould  pro' lably  have  been  so  stated  in  the  Ltter.and 
consequently  they  did  not  teach  ths  Delaware  until  some  days  a.rter  the  first  of 
April. 

The  point  then  remains,  how  late  -a  ('ay  could  iliis  have  been  ?  Hawley's  letter 
was  written  on  the  tenth  of  ]\Tay,  before  which  time  they  had  lei"t  Virginia,  and 
allowing  that  they  leu  on  U;e  prcvior.s  day,  which  ia  the  latest  one  consistently 
with  his  letter,  and  that  it  took  ev^n  two  or  three  days  to  j^et  to  the  Delaware,  we 
have  the  latest  period,  the  elt  venth  or  twelfth  of  ^lay  as  the  time  of  their  arrival. 
That  it  was  not,  however,  so  late  a.s  this,  may  be  gathered  from  another  record  in 
connection  with  the  text;  the  prot.-'st  of  Director  Kieft  at  iS'ew  Amsterdam  oa 
the  occasion,  complainiiic;  of  the  Swedes  for  havin:;  bcgiun  "to  build  a  fort 
between  our  forts"  that  is  bctwcer.  the  Hoerekil  and  fort  Nassau.  The  date  of 
the  protest  is  variously  given  by  diiTerent  writers,  .'\creliiis,and  Smith,  the  historian 
of  New  York,  .stating  It  to  be  the  odi  of  May,  and  o-hers  tlie  ITih  of  that  month. 
The  record  at  Albany,  from  whence  it  has  beeit  taken  by  all  oix\\em,hns  no  date  ; 
but  it  occurs  in  a  book  in  which  the  date  of  the  record  before  it  is  the  b'th,  and  of 
that  which  follo%vs  is  the  ITth  of  May.  Hence  the  discrepancy.  Suppo'^ina  it 
however  to  have  been  issucil  on  the  ITtli,  how  much  time  had  elapsed  at  that 
day  after  the  Swedes  reached  the  Delaware  ?  Now  it  is  stated  in  the  I'ertoogk 
that  the  Swedes  did  not  bejin  their  fart  at  their  first  arrival,  and  that  it  was  not 
until  the  third  visit  of  the  Dutch  to  tl.em  that  any  attempt  of  that  kind  was  dis- 
covered. They  busied  themselves  at  first  in  obtainina;  wood  and  water  for  their 
ehips,  which  returned  home  in  June,  leavin'j:  some  colonists  behind,  and  then  irj 
planting  a  kitchen  rrarden  This  must  have  taken  some  time  ;  and  it  was  not 
until  after  this  that  the  fort  was  commenced,  and  information  of  that  tact  sent  to 
Kieft  at  New  Amsterdam,  a  long,  and  at  that  time  tedious  Journey  from  Fort 
Nassau,  (Gloucester  Point  in  New  Jersey — some  miles  below  Philadelphia  ;)  for, 
as  before  cb.^erved,  he  distinctly  protests  against  the  building  of  the  fort,  jlcnce 
the  conclusion  is  irresistible,  that  the  first  entry  in  the  Delaware  by  the  Key  of 
Calmar  and  the  Grilun,  must  have  been  before  the  first  of  Tday.  '\\  c  will  not 
attempt  to  fix  the  prccir-e  day,  fDr  that  is  impossible  ;  but  tliit  the  month  was 
April,  seems  to  admit  of  no  quesiion. 

The  statement  of  Cainpr.niu.s  v.iiich  makes  the  first  coming  <;f  the  Swedes  un- 
der different  auspices  and  in  an  eMiier  year,  1(J31.  in  pursuance  of  an  edict  of 
Gustavus,  confirmed  by  llie  Diet  ia  1C:27  upon  the  representation  of  U.-seiin.x.  is 
not  founded  upon  any  evidence  whicii  has  ever  beeii  produced  in  this  country  or 
in  Sweden,  nor  is  it  corroborated  by  a  single  other  writer.  IVir.  Arfwedson  errs 
when  he  quotes  P.iorck,  (in  Dissrrl.  (If  I'lnnt.  Eccl.  Sv.  in  Ainrricn,)  as  an  au- 
thority that  the  first  emigration  to  the  cokny  was  made  in  1(1:27,  and  that  the 
building  of  Fort  Christina  took  place  in  1631.  {Arfired.  dc  adoiiia  Xova 
Srecia  dcdncta  hUtoriola,  p.  JO.)  7'he  language  of  Bibrck  is  thi-s:  "  As  to  what 
.concerns  the  fi-.'-st  arrival  of  the  Swedes  in  .America  we  may  observe,  according  to" 
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Th.  C'ani'-anius  Holm,  p.  57,  that  the  first  expedition  thither  was  made  in  tho 
y<nr  It;,'",  during  the  reign  ofGustavus  Adoiplius,  which  wasfoUowed  by  otiiem 
in  thr  tiMie  of  Queen  ClirJFtina.  Tho  oritiiiiator  of  the  lirs:  expedition  was  Wi!- 
linrn  Lsseiinx,  a  Bat;:vian,  vScc."  (Dissert,  ilc  plant,  p.  5.)  All  tills  siatt-Toent  it 
^jll  b<-  seen  is  declared  to  be  made  on  the  ;iuthority  of  Canipanius,  and  nui  on 
that  of  Liiorck  himself.  We  are  therefore  thrown  hack  upon  Canipanius,  who  had 
never  been  in  this  country.  His  description  of  New  Sweden  was  derived  from 
ihe  notes  of  his  grandfather,  the  Rev.  John  Canipanius,  who  came  over  with  Gov- 
ernor Printz,  and  wa^s  in  the  country  si.\  years.  So  far  as  the  grandson  confines 
himself  to  the  matters  known  by  his  ancestor,  he  may  be  de[iended  upon  ;  but 
when  he  goes  beyond  them,  he  is  constantly  floundering  in  error.  Biorck  quotes 
in  the  same  paragraphia  which  the  above  passage  occurs,  from  a  much  more  n - 
hable  source  in  relation  to  tliis  very  point,  and  in  contradiction  of  Companiu<i, 
Irom  Rev.  Andrew  Sandel  who  was  minister  of  the  church  at  Wicaco,  (now 
a  part  of  Philadelphia,^  from  1702  to  1719.  Biorck  speaking  of  the  expedition 
of  John  Printz  to  the  Delaware  in  164'2,says:  "  Hut  as  we  learn  from  the  obser- 
vations of  Mr.  Sandel,  colonists  probably  not  less  numerous,  were  previously  [that 
is,  before  Printz'  arrival,]  sent  over  to  these  parts  of  America,  under  a  very  pru- 
dent man,  Meneve,  [Mmuit,]  a  Belgian.  It  is  said  that  he  was  the  first  governor 
of  the  Hollanders  vs-ho  inhabit  the  territory  oi"  New  Jersey  ;  but  as  a  quarrel  took 
place  between  him  and  them,  he  was  compf  lied  to  return  home,  where  he  was 
arraigned  and  deprived  of  his  office.  For  this  reason  he  left  his  country  and 
Weill  lo  Sweden,  wiiere  upon  a  representation  to  tiie  chief  men  of  tiie  great  ter- 
tility  and  excellence  of  the  country,  he  at  length  obtained  permission  to  conduct 
thither  a  new  rolony.  Upon  his  death,  Peter  HoUender  succeeded  to  his  place, 
who  is  considered  to  have  been  the  tirst  governor  there."  No  allusion  is  made  by 
yandel  to  the  alleged  colony  during  the  reign  of  Gustavus,  which  he  would  cer- 
tainly have  done  if  it  liad  ever  existed.  He  uses  the  term  "  new  colony,"  evident- 
ly in  contradistinction  to  the  Dutch  colony  of  which  Minuit  had  been  the  gov- 
ernor, for  he  speaks  of  no  other. 


:      '  ■  D.—Page  2n3.  '       '    " 

The  Lvscr.iPTio.v  o.n  the  First  Dutcu  Church. 

TnE  site  of  the  fir.^t  church  built  in  New  Netherland  was  in  front  of  what  is 
now  called  the  Bowling  Green,  being  the  same  spot  on  which  Fort  Amsterdam, 
which  received  successively  the  names  of  tiie  reigning  monarclis  of  Great  Bri- 
tain alter  its  conquest  from  the  Dutch,  until  the  revolution,  was  erected  as  stated 
in  this  work.  Tiie  fort  called  Fort  George,  was,  by  authority  of  law,  razed  to  the 
ground  in  17*.)0,  lor  the  purpose  of  locating  the  Government  House,  which  subse- 
quenily  tlood  there.  On  removing  the  rubbish  of  the  fort  tlie  inscription  on  the 
old  church  was  found.  The  following  paragraph,  recording  the  fact,  may  be 
found  in  the  New  York  Magazine  for  1730. 

"  June  23.  On  Monday  last,  in  digging  away  the  foundation  of  the  fort  in 
this  city,  a  square  stone  was  found  among  the  ruins  of  a  chapel,  (which  formerly 
atood  in  the  fort,  with  tb.e  following  Dutch  inscription  on  it : 

Ac.  Do.     MDCXLH.     W. 

Kicft  Dr.  Gr.  Heeft  de 

Gcmeenten  Dese  Teni 

pel  doen  Bouwen.  ...    ^ 


Hi'iv    a'\f  -n   fv,r,>    ,    f>  .a-a<i         ftiC 
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(Trnnshiiori.) 

"  In  the  year  of  our  Lord,  16 10,  William  Kleft,  Director  General,  caused  the 
congregation  to  build  this  church.  " 

The  ?tone  was  removed  to  the  belfiy  of  the  Garden  Street  Church,  which  was 
destroyed  hy  the  great  Fire  of  Ib.'i.T,  and  with  which  was  lost  this  interesting  me- 
morial of  the  first  church  in  New  Netheriand. 

•  ■      .  E.—Fagf  .*?1S. 

Van  Tienhc^en's  Answer  to  the  Vertoogh. 

Justice  demand?  that  we  sh<iuM  give  the  answer  of  Stuyve?ant,  by  his  secre- 
tary, to  the  chnrcres  of  the  coniplniiianls.  Van  Tienhoven,  with  all  hi?  fault', 
was  a  man  of  abi.iiy,  and  he  presented  his  points  with  force  and  succinctness. 
He  entered  upon  no  defence  of  himself — whether  from  prudence,  in  order  to 
avoid  a  personal  issue  in  an  aflair  of  such  great  interest  to  his  employers,  or  from 
a  consciousness  of  their  truth,  is  uncertain.  Probably  both  considerations  ope- 
rated upon  him.  He  was  shrewd  enough  to  display  no  feeling  ;  while  it  appears 
to  be  well  established  that  his  habits  were  loose  and  profligate,  though  he  con- 
tinued, notsvithstanding,  to  retain  the  confidence  of  Stuyvesant  for  a  long  time, 
and  even  after  he  had  lost  that  of  the  company,  as  he  was  dismissed  by  him  from 
the  ?erv;cs  of  the  C'^'i''pnny  only  upon  its  repeated  peremptory  order,  (Alby.  Re- 
cords, Vol.  IV.,  14,  207  and  217,)  which  took  place  in  165G.  In  his  reply  Van 
Tienhoven  retnliat'^d  upon  the  signets  of  the  remonstrance  by  a  description  of 
them,  individually,  intended  to  be  not  very  flattering  to  them,  with  which  he 
closes  his  cort  Icricht,  or  brief  statement.  This  reply,  with  the  remonstrance, 
afford  us  a  good  insight  into  the  earlier  management  of  the  West  India  Com- 
pany in  New  Netheriand.  The  answer  was  never  printed,  and  was  found 
among  the  royal  archives  at  the  Hague,  by  Mr. 'Brodhead,  whence  it  was  trau- 
scrihed  into  the  Holland  documents  of  our  State,  and  from  them  it  is  now  trans- 
lated as  follows: 

"  -4  brief  siatpmnti  or  answer  to  some  points  embraced  in  the  xnritten  drdttrtion 
of  Adrian  Vnii  der  Donk  ami  his  a'<sociuics, pi exsnted  to  the  Jligh  and 
Mighty  Lords  States  General.  Prepared  by  Cornelis  Van  Tie.vhoven', 
Secretary  oj  the  Director  and  Council  of  Neic  Netheriand.' 

"In  order  to  present  the  aforesaid  answer  succinctly,  he,  Van  Tienhoven,  will 
allege  not  only  that  it  iily  becomes  the  aforesaid  Van  der  Uonk  and  other  private 
persons  to  assail  and  abuse  the  administration  of  the  ^lanagers  in  this  country, 
and  that  of  their  Governors  there,*  in  such  harsh  and  general  terms,  but  that  they 
would  much  better  discharge  their  duty  if  they  were  tirst  to  bring  to  the  notice  of 
their  lords  and  patrons  what  they  had  to  complain  of  But  passing  by  this  point,- 
and  leaving  the  consideration  thereof  to  the  discretion  of  your  High  Mightinesses, 
he  observes  preliininarily  and  generally,  that  these  [.ersoiLs  say  much  and  prove 
little,  so  that  it  could  as  easily,  and  with  more  truth,  be  denied,  than  by  them  it 
is  afSrmed. 

"  Coming  then  to  the  matter,  I  v.-ill  only  touch  upon  those  points  as  to  which 
either  the  Bowinthebbers  ur  the  Directors  are  arraii-ii.'d.  In  regard  to  point  No. 
l,it  is  denied,  and  it  never  wiil  appear  that  the  company  have  refused  to  permit 
people  to  make  settlements  in  the  country,  and  allowed  foreigners  to  take  up  the 
land. 

"  The  policy  of  the  company  was  to  act  on  th.e  defensive.  As  they  had  not 
the  power  to  resist  tiieir  pretended  friends,  and  could  only  protect  their  rights  by 
protest,  this  v\-as  better  and  more  prtideiii  than  to  come  to  hostilitie.=. 

"  Trade  has  long  been  free  to  every  one,  and  as  pioiltable  as  ever.  Noljody's 
goods  were  confiscated,  except  those  wlio  had  violated  their  contia,.t,  or  the  order 

•  In  .New  .Netlierldtid.    Van  Tienlioveii  piep'.rcd  this  an  wcr  in  Uolianii 
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by  wjiior.  they  wers  forbidden  ;  and  it'  any  bof'y  thinks  ilira  injusitioc  Ikis  been 
d'jne  liini  hy  confisrairor.,  h'-  tmh  rpcsk  for  himsilf,  At  all  eveiiL?  i;  docs  not 
Concern  t)ir«i>  Ti^ople. 

'•  Tiiey  co'iiplaip  thai,  li^e  Cliiis":;"-~  a---  treracdlike  tin;  Indians  in  tin-  ^aie 
of  goods,  wjiich  is  ndmiti'jd  ;  but  tl'dt  has  not  Lceii  by  the  company,  nor  by  liie 
diri'ctors,  bf,cau=e.  (God  help  them,)  t'ey  have  not  had  anything  theie  to  s*-!!  for 
many  years.  I\io&f  cf  the  remonstran'i.  are  merchants  or  tuctors,  and  are  thfin- 
selves  the  person?  "vho,  for  those  articii?s  whirli  cost  here  one  hundred  OTibiers, 
charge  there,  over  and  above  the  first  cozi.  ip.eluding  insurance,  duties,  laborer's 
waces,  freight,  &:c.,  one  and  two  hundred  per  cent,  or  more  profit.  Here  canbfi 
seen  atone?  how  these  peo;-!e  lay  to  th^cbHr:;e  of  tlie  Mnnagers  and  their  officers 
the  very  t'auit  which  tliey  fnemselves  commit.  They  can  never  show,  even  at 
the  time  the  company  had  t'lcir  sl/jn  and  magazines  there,  that  the  goods  wen; 
sold  at  more  than  fifty  per  ".e;n.  i.ro.at,  in  conformity  with  the  e.xempiions.  The 
forestalling  of  the  goods  by  one  anil  anotiier,  and  the  demanding  this  profit,  wati 
not  prevented  by  the  DirertL^r,  as  tlie  trade  was  thrown  open  to  both  those  of 
small  and  those  of  large  me^'nj. 

"  It  is  a  pure  calnn-ny,  that  'he  Conjpany  had  ordered  half  a  fault  to  be  reck- 
oned for  ■-'■  whoie  one. 

"  Anil,  a?  it  does  not  concern  the  inhabitants  what  instructions  or  orders  the 
pntroons  give  to  the  Dirseior,  the  charge  is  made  for  the  purpose  of  bringing 
ahotif,  that  these  people  may  live  without  being  subject  to  the  censure  or  disci- 
pline of  any  one,  which,  however,  they  stand  doubly  in  need  of. 

"Again  it  i;- f^nid  in  gi'ner.il  tei  in?,  but  wherein,  should  be  specified  and  proven, 
that  the  Director  e.xercises,  and  has  usurped,  sovereign  [lOwer. 

"  That  the  inhabitants  have  had  need  of  the  Directors,  appears  by  the  books 
of  accounts,  in  which  it  can  be  seen  that  the  Company  has  assisted  all  the  free- 
men, (some  few  excepted,)  with  clotliing,  provisions,  and  other  things,  and  in  the 
erection  of  houses,  and  ai  a  rate  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  per  cent,  advance 
above  the  first  cost  in  tlie  Fatherland,  and  these  amouius  are  not  yet  paid  by  the 
cornplainan:.-.  It  would  be  very  agreeable,  no  doubt,  to  deprive  the  Company  of 
the  country,  and  thus  get  rid  of  paying  them. 

■  "  It  is  riiliciilous  to  suppose  Director  Kieft  should  have  said  that  he  was  sove- 
reign, like  ilie  I'rince  in  the  Fatiierland  ;  but  as  relates  to  the  iienial  of  appeal 
to  the  Faih.'rlnnd,  it  aro^e  from  this,  that,  in  the  exemptions,  the  island  of  the 
Manhatans  w;.s  reserved  as  ihe  capital  of  New  Netherlands,  and  all  the  adja- 
cent colonies  were  to  have  their  appeal  to  it  as  the  Supreme  Court  of  that  region. 

"  Besides,  it  is  to  be  rem.arked,  that  the  patroon  of  the  colony  of  Renselaers- 
wyck  notified  all  the  inhabitants  not  to  appeal  to  the  ^laniiatana,  which  was 
contrary  to  the  e.xemptions,  by  which  the  colonies  are  bound  to  make  a  yearly 
report  of  tlie  stite  of  il;e  c  dony,  and  of  the  administration  of  justice,  to  the  Direc- 
tor and  Council  on  the  Manhatans. 

"  The  Directors  have  never  had  any  management  of,  or  meddled  with,  church 
property.  Aii.l  it  is  not  known,  nor  can  it  be  proven,  tiiat  any  one  cf  the  inhab- 
itants of  New  Xeiheriands  has  contributed  or  given,  either  voluntarily  or  upon 
eoliciiation,  any  tliinc  for  the  erection  of  an  orp!-,an  asylum,  or  an  alms  houj^c. 
It  is  true  the  church  w.is  built  in  tlie  fort  in  the  time  of  William  Kieft,  and  1,800 
guilders  were  .'^uhscribcd  lor  the  purpose,  for  which  most  of  the  subscribers  have 
been  charged  in  their  accot.nts,  which  have  not  yet  been  paid.  The  Company, 
in  the  meantime,  has  di4iursed  the  money,  so  that  the  commonalty  has  not,  bL't 
the  Company  has,  paid  the  workmen.  If  the  commonalty  desire  the  aforesaid 
works,  they  must  contribaie  towards  them  as  is  done  in  this  country.,  and,  if  ther; 
be  aa  orphan  asylum  and  alms  house,  the  rents  should  be  able  not  only  to  keep 
up  the  house,  but  al.»o  to  maintain  the  orphans  and  old  people. 

"If any  one  could  -aliow  that  by  will,  or  by  donation  of  a  living  person,  any 
money,  or  moveable  or  immoveable  property,  has  been  bestowed  for  such  or  any 
other  public  work,  the  remonstrants  would  have  done  it ;  but  there  ir.  i;i  New 
Netherland  no  instarire  of  the  kind,  and  tlie  charge  is  =pnkeii  or  written  in  aiij^er. 
When  the  church,  which  ir-  .r\  the  fr.;r.  was  to  bf  bu.'.',  t'...  church  ssurJens  ><etv» 
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content  it  shtniM  b..-  put  there.  Th(>=e  ppr.-oiis  cninplnin  liei-im^e  they  considered 
ttie  Company's  loit  not  worthy  of  ri  chnrth.  ^Vhen  the  church  was  bviilt,  conid 
tiie  grist  mill  not  lirind  with  a  soutiie;i--t.  wind  if  tiie  (other)  wind  was  shut  olTby 
the  waiia  of  the  tort  I 

"  Althout;h  thr-  np%v  school,  towards  whicli  the  coiiiinonnlty  has  contributed 
something,  is  not  yet  built,  and  the  Director  has  no  inaiiaL^oment  of  the  money, 
but  the  church  wardens  have,  yet  the  Director  is  busy  ni  iirovidiiiii;  niaieriala.  In 
the  mean  tune  a  place  has  been  selected  for  a  school,  wliere  the  school  is  kept 
by  Jan  Cornelissen.  The  other  schoolmasters  keep  school  in  hired  liouses,  so 
that  the  youth,  considering  the  circnnistances  of  the  country,  are  not  in  want  of 
schools.  It  is  true  there  is  no  Latin  school  or  academy,  but  if  aiiy  of  tiie  com- 
monalty desire  it,  they  can  furnish  the  means  and  attempt  it. 

"  As  to  what  concerns  the  deacon's  or  poor  fund,  the  deacons  are  accountable, 
and  are  (he  persons  to  be  inquired  of,  as  to  where  the  money  is  invested,  which 
they  have  from  titne  to  time  put  out  at  interest ;  and  as  the  Director  has  never 
had  the  inanagenient  of  it,  (as  against  coiiiiiion  usj'^e.)  il  e  deacons  are  respon- 
sible for  it,  and  not  the  director.  It  is  true  director  KleU  being  distressed  for 
money,  had  a  bo.x  hung  in  his  house,  of  which  the  deacons  had  the  key,  and  in 
which  all  the  small  fines  and  penalties  which  were  incurred  on  court  days  were 
dropped.  With  the  consent  of  the  deacons  he  opened  it,  and  took  on  interest 
the  money,  which  amounted  to  a  pretty  sum. 

"  It  is  admitted,  that  the  beer  excise  of  William  Kieft,  and  the  wine  excise  of 
Peter  Stuyvesant,  were  inipooeu  and  continued  to  be  coHec'ed  up  to  the  time  of 
my  leaving  there  ;  but  it  is  to  be  observed  here,  that  the  memorialists  have  no 
reason  to  complain  about  it,  for  the  merchant,  burgher,  farmer,  and  all  otheis, 
(tapsters  only  excepted,)  can  lay  in  as  much  beer  and  wine  as  they  please,  with- 
out paying  any  excise,  being  only  bound  to  give  a^i  account  of  it  in  order  that 
the  quantity  miy  be  ascertained.  The  tapsters  pay  three  guilders  for  each  tun 
of  beer,  and  one  styver  for  each  can  of  wine,  which  they  get  back  again  from 
their  daily  visitors,  and  the  travellers  from  New  England,  Virginia,  and  else- 
where. 

"  The  conimonalty  up  to  that  titne,  were  burden.ed  with  no  other  internal  taxes, 
than  the  before  mentioned  excise,  unless  the  voluntary  gilts  \vhich  were  two  years 
since  made  for  the  erection  of  the  church,  be  considered  a  tax,  of  which  Jacob 
Couwenhoven,*  who  is  one  of  the  churchwardens,  will  be  able  to  give  an  accou'it. 

"  In  New  England  there  are  no  taxes  or  duties  imposed  upon  goods  exported 
or  imported  ;  but  every  person  is  there  assessed  by  the  government,  accordin(T  to 
his  means,  and  so  is  compelled  by  the  magistrates  to  pay  for  ih<:  building  and  re- 
pairing of  churches,  and  the  support  of  the  mini-sters  ;  for  the  building  of  school- 
houses,  and  the  support  of  schoolmasters  ;  for  all  city  and  villnire  improvements, 
and  the  making  and  keeping  in  repair  all  public  roads  and  paths,  which  are  there 
made  many  miles  into  the  country,  so  that  tiiey  can  b..-  used  liy  horsi-s  and  car- 
riages, and  journeys  made  from  one  place  to  another  ;  for  conoiructing  and  keep» 
ing  up  all  bridges  over  rivers  for  the  accoinniodaiioii  of  pn-sengers  ;  for  the 
building  of  hotels  for  travellers,  and  for  the  maiiuenance  of  governors,  magis- 
trates, marshals,  and  otficers  of  justice,  and  of  majors,  captains,  and  other  otilcers 
of  the  militia. 

"  In  every  province  of  New  England  there  is  quarterly  a  general  assembly  of 
all  the  magistrates  of  such  province  ;  and  there  is  yearly  a  general  convention  of 
all  the  provinces,  each  of  which  sends  one  deputy  with  his  suite,  which  convention 
lasts  a  long  time.  All  their  travelling  expenses,  board,  and  compensation,  are 
there  raised  from  the  people. 

"The  accounts  will  show  what  was  the  amount  of  recognitions  collected 
annually  in  Kieft's  time  ;  but  it  will  not  appear  that  it  was  as  large  by  far  as  they 
say  the  people  were  compelled  to  pay.  This  is  not  the  Company's  fault,  nor  the 
Directors',  bi:t  of  ilio^e  wi^o  charge  one,  two  and  tl.ree  himdretl  per  cent,  protlt, 
which  the  people  are  compelled  to  pay  because  there  are  few  tradesmen. 

•  One  of  the  thrpe  (1e!ei;?.tc?  from  tlie  coinnionHlly,  then  in  HoUftnd. 
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'■  It  v.i'ii  iifver  appenr  ihat  30,000  guilders  art'  collected  I'rom  tin-  coniiuonslty 
in  Siiiyvci=.irit's  lime  ;  fur  noiliinir  is  rccfciwd  hi->iid>s  the  bei-r  .■in<l  wine  exri-y, 
whicli  niiioiiius  to  about  4,000  c;'u!(Jf>rs  on  the  Mnnhntans.  From  the  <.'iier  vil- 
l;,;rrs  siUKiled  around  it  there  is  iiiile  or  nOlhirii,'  cuiiecled,  because  there  ;ire  no 
tnpstrr?,  except  one  at  the  Ferry,*  and  one  at  Fui-liins:. 

"  Th.ere  is  nothing  contiscated  belonging  to  the  commonalty,  and  only  tniitra- 
baii'l  f-'oods  ot"  toreiirners  ;  and  ot"  these  nobody's  goods  are  conliscat-d  with- 
out good  cause. 

"  Tiie  question  is  whether  the  Honorable  Company  or  the  Directors  are  br'und 
to  construct  any  works  ior  the  commonalty  out  ot  the  recognitions  which  the 
trader  pays  in  New  Xetherland  ibr  goods  exported,  especially  as  those  d;tii-s 
were  allowed  to  the  Coinpnny  by  their  High  Migiitines-es  for  the  establisliment 
of  garrisons,  and  the  e.xpenses  which  they  would  thereby  incur,  and  not  for  the 
construction  of  hospitals,  orphan  asylums,  orcliurches  and  schoid-housea. 

"  The  tliarge  that  the  property  of  the  Company  is  neglected  in  order  to  make 
friends,  cannot  be  sustained  by  proof. 

"The  provisions  in  exchange  for  the  negroes  who  came  from  Tamandnrr 
•were  sent  to  Cura^oa,  e.xcept  a  portion  consumed  on  the  Manhatans,  as  the  ac- 
counts will  show  ;  but  all  these  are  matters  which  do  not  concern  these  persons, 
especially  as  they  are  not  accountable  for  ihein. 

"  As  to  ^ihat  relates  to  the  contract  of  the  free  persons,  the  Director  hns  gra- 
ciously granted  the  ncsrocs  wlio  were  the  Company's  slaves,  to  give  them  their 
frccdi...  lU  cuil^r^^uellce  of  ilieir  long  service,  on  condition  that  their  children 
should  remain  slaves,  who  are  not  treated  otherwise  than  as  Christians.  At  pre- 
fent  there  are  only  three  ofthe.se  children  who  do  any  service,  one  of  them  is  at 
the  f  lo'ise  of  Hope,t  one  at  the  Company's  bouwery,  and  one  with  ]\Iartin  Cri- 
gier,  who  has  brought  the  girl  vp  well,  as  eveiybody  knows. 

"  That  the  Heer  Stiiyve.-;ant  should  build  up,  alter  and  repair  the  Company's 
property  was  his  duty.  For  tlie  consequent  loss  or  profit  he  will  answer  to  the 
Company. 

"  The  liurjzhers  upon  the  isbnid  of  Manhatans,  and  thereabouts,  must  know 
that  nobody  comes  or  is  admitted  to  New  Netherlanti,  (being  a  conquest,)  e.Kcept 
upon  this  condition,  that  he  sha'l  have  norhinsr  to  say,  and  shall  acknowledge 
himself  under  the  sovereicnty  of  their  High  Mightinesses,  the  States  General, 
and  the  Lords  Bewinthebhers,  as  their  Lords  and  patrons,  and  should  be  oCiedient 
to  the  Ihrector  and  Council  for  the  time  being,  as  good  subjects  are  bound  to  be. 

"  Those  who  have  complained  about  the  haughtiness  of  Stuyvesant,  1  think,  are 
*uch  as  seek  to  live  without  law  or  rule. 

"  Th'ir  complaint  that  no  reiiulation  was  made  in  relation  to  sewan  is  untrue. 
Durinu'  ilie  time  of  Director  Kiel'i.good  sewan  passed  iit  four  fur  a  sliver,  and  tlie 
loose  bits  were  fs.xed  at  six  pieces  tor  a  stiver.  The  reason  why  the  loose  sewan 
was  not  proh'bited,  was  because  there  was  no  coin  in  circulation,  and  the  laborers, 
boors,  niid  other  common  people  having  no  o'her  money,  would  be  great  losers; 
and  had  it  been  done,  the  remonstrants  would,  without  doubt,  have  included  it 
among  the:r  grievances.! 

"  Nobody  can  prove  that  Director  Stuyvesant  had  used  foul  language  to,  or 
railed  nt  a.-*  clowns,  any  persons  of  respectability  who  had  treated  him  decently.  It 
may  be  that  some  profligate  has  given  the  Director,  it  he  has  used  any  bad  words 
to  him,  cause  to  do  so. 

♦  This  was  in  Pr.xilvlyn.  The  vilhice  ot"  Breukelen  wjis  a  mile  ilistant  from  the  river; 
and  the  liaiu'.p'.at  the  nv.T  w?.s  callca  The  Ferr-,. 

t  On  the  foniicciiiiit  Kivor. 

J  Sewan  lone  ciniiniied  to  tie  a  jxirt  of  the  currency  among  llie  whites  as  well  as  the  In- 
dians, and  WH*  even  piul  in  iho  Sunday  Cdlleclion-i  in  the  churclies.  It  was  iii:iiie  for  the 
most  pjirt  of  the  shi  il  of  the  h-rd  clain  :  tlini  iii;ide  out  of  liir  Idtii-  p.irt  or  heart  of  ttie  sheli 
h.ivini  !!ie  h  iihi't  value.  Il  w.is  in  ^h.•■.lle  .-ind  si/.e  like  cciiiiimin  buKds.  and  was  [lortbrateii 
l.jnpitiKi.niliy  5'.  as  t.i  be  striin-.'.  KieiVs  resiilation,  referred  to  by  Van  TiCT:ho>en.  nliich 
was  R>l..iii.dnn  Ifith  Aiiril.  li>41.  drcl.ircd  tliat  the  rou2h  or  loose  sevvan.  wonh  six  for  a  sliver, 
tame  fpiu  i,>h.r  p!  ict3,  aiid  il  was  the  Mauhatan  sewan  which  he  fiieUatluui  for  a  illvei, 
and  which  ■f.-az  cctiStqOiilitly  '.he  tn  st. 
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"That  the  fon  i=  noi  pioperlv  ;epiiir«?J  3ues  nui  concern  tlie  inhabitaiHs.  It 
is  not  their  doin.iin,  htii  iho.  roinpanyV'.  They  are  willing  to  bp  protected 
by  good  forts  and  fTr!rri^orl3  Ivlo.igin^  to  ih<.'  Compr.!iy  -vitht-ut  furnishing  any 
aid  or  assistance  iv,-  labor  or  rio:iey  tor  tho  pi'rpo.e  ;  but  i'  rpj,enis  they  are  not 
willing  to  see  a  fon  «>-li  fo.-;iUed  aiui  propeily  pinisoiieu,  frcji.i  the  ippreiieiisioa 
that  malevolt-nt  and  seditious  persons  will  be  W-iUi  pun;shed,  %<.hich  they  call 
cruelty. 

"  Had  the  Director  not  bci-n  compelled  to  provide  the  grrnsons  of  New  Netb- 
erland  and  Curacoa  witn  provisions,  clotiiing  and  pay,  the  fort  would,  doubtless,' 
have  Oeei)  completed. 

"  Afjainst  vsln^m  lies  Director  Si'iyv-esant  personally  made  a  question  without 
reason  or  cause  ? 

"  A  present  of  m;;ize  or  Indiap  Corn  ihey  call  a  contribution  ;  but  a  present 
is  never  received  from  tne  Indi<ins  nuhcut  its  being  doubly  pnid  for,  ;i-j  these 
people,  being  very  covetous,  thro'.v  out  a  herriitg  tor  a  codtis!:,  as  every  Ujdy  who 
knows  the  Indians  can  bear  vvitn-'ia. 

"  Francis  Dou<rht*',  father-in-law  of"  Adrian  van  der  Donk,  and  an  English 
minister,  was  allowed  a  colony  at  ?.hstpacht,  not  for  liiinself  alone  aj  pattoon, 
bu".  tor  him  and  his  associa-es,  dwellu'g  in  Rhode  Inland,  at  Colianoek  and  other 
places,  from  whom  he  had  a  power  of  attorney,  and  of  whom  a  Mr.  Smith  was 
one  of  the  principal  ;  forttie  s;ud  n^inister  had  scarcely  any  means  of  himself  to 
build  even  a  hovel,  let  alone  fo  peopie  a  colony  at  his  own  e.xpense  ;  but  was  to 
be  employed  as  minister  by  his  asjociaics,  who  v.crc  to  esrah!i?!i  Ipm  nn  n  farm. 
in  the  said  colony,  for  whirh  hev\or,ld  discharge  ministerial  duties  among  them, 
and  live  upon  the  proHis  of  the  farm. 

"  Coming  to  the  !\Ianhatans  to  live  during  the  war  he  was  permitted  by  the 
English  dwelling  about  there  toofnciatt  for  them  as  minister  ;  and  they  were  bound 
to  maintain  him  without  either  the  Director  or  the  Company  being  liable  to  any 
charge  therefor.  The  English  not  giving,'  him  wherewith  to  live  nn,  two  collec- 
tions were  made  among  the  Dutch  and  l^nglish  by  means  of  which  he  lived  at  the 
Maiihatans. 

"  The  said  colony  of  Mespacht  was  never  confiscated,  as  is  shown  by  the 
owners,  still  living  there,  who  were  interested  in  the  colony  with  Doughty  ;  but  a» 
Doughty  wished  to  hinder  population,  and  to  permit  no  one  to  build  in  the  colon, 
unless  he  were  willnig  to  pay  a  certain  amount  of  money  down  for  every  morgen 
of  land,  and  a  certaiii  yeaily  sum  in  aaditinn  in  the  nature  of  ground-rent,  and 
also  sought  to  have  a  property  therein  distinct  from  the  others  interested  in  the 
colony,  the  Director  and  Council,  (I^r.  Smith  especially  having  complained,) 
deterrn'ned  that  the  associates  might  enter  upon  their  property, — the  farm  and 
lands  which  Doughty  possessed  being  reserved  to  him  ;  so  that  he  lias  suffered 
no  lo.4s  or  damage  thereby.  This  1  cculd  prove,  were  it  not  that  the  ilocuments 
are  in  New  Netherland  and  not  here. 

"  There  are  no  clauses  inserted  in  the  ground-briefs,  contrary  to  the  exemp- 
tions, but  the  words  1102;  te  hernmen  (hereatter  to  be  imposed;  can  be  left  out  of 
the  ground-briet-=,  if  they  be  deemed  olTensive. 

"  Stuyvesant  his  never  disputed  in  court,  but  as  president  put  proper  interroga- 
tories to  the  parties  and  delivered  the  judgment  of  the  court  about  which  the 
malevolent  complain  ;  but  it  must  be  proven  that  any  one  has  been  wronged  by 
Stuyvesant  in  court. 

'•  As  to  what  relates  to  the  second,  (Vice  Director)  Dinclagen.let  him  settle  his 
own  matters. 

"  It  can  be  shown  that  Brian  Newton  not  only  understands  the  Dutch  toniue, 
but  also  speaks  it,  so  that  their  charge,  tiiat  Newton  does  not  understand  the  Di- 
rector's language,  is  untrue.  All  the  other  slanders  and  calumnies  uttered  against 
the  remaining  olficers  should  be  requiied  to  be  proven. 

"  It  is  true  that  in  New  Netherland,  a  certain  disi'ourse  washad  to  the  effect  that 
there  was  no  appeal  from  a  judgment  in  New  Netlieriand  pronounced  on  the  island 
of  .Manharans,  luunded  on  the  e.\eniptions  by  which  the  island  of  .Manhatans  was 
established  as  the  capital  of  all  the  surrounding  colonies,  and  nls./  that  there  hud 
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n«vc-r  frr:i  a  rn<e  in  which  an  nppeal  from  New  NetherlaiiJ  had  bcpti  rnicTtninrd 
l>yTh''ir  Hi-h  Miehiine?ses.  It  had  been  peationed  lor  whon  Ilendrick  Jai)- 
^^n  .Siivtl'-i-,  [,auie;i3  Cornehsst'n,  and  others,  many  years  n  fro.  were  baiii-ii.J 
from  N.-w  Nnherland.  It  would  be  a  very  stranae  thing  if  the  oliicers  <.f  ih«- 
roniii.-iny  could  banish  nobody  trom  tlie  country,  while  the  ofiicers  of  the  diony 
of  Rensflaerswyck,  who  a;?  subordinate  to  the  company,  can  banish  absolutely 
from  the  colony  whomever  tliey  may  deem  advisable  for  the  good  of  the  rolony, 
aiui  permit  no  one  to  dwell  t!i;re  unless  with  their  approbation  and  upon  cerium 
conditions,  some  of  which  are  as  follows:  nobody  in  tiie  first  place  can  po?.«e.-s  a 
foot  of  land  of  his  own,  but  is  obliged  ti^  take  upon  rent  oil  the  land  which  he 
cultivates.  When  a  house  is  erected  he  i.s  obliged  to  pav  an  annual  ground- 
rent  in  beavers,  and  so  also  must  the  boors,  for  which  they  allow  them  free  trade, 
nsthey  call  it.  "Wh.ere  is  there  an  inhahiiant  under  the  jurisdiction  ot  the  Com- 
pany who  expends  or  lays  out  any  thin^  for  trade  or  land  >.  All  the  farms  are  con- 
veyed in  fee,  subject  to  the  clause  bcrannit  nfte  nog  te  beramen,  (taxes  imposed 
or  to  be  imposed.) 

"  The  F'uL'iish  minister  Francis  Doushty  has  never  been  in  the  service  of  the 
company,  wherefore  it  was  not  indebted  to  liiin  ;  but  his  English  congregation  are 
bound  to  pay  him,  asnjay  be  proven  in  New  Netherland. 

"  The  Company  has  advanced  the  said  minister,  trom  time  to  time,  goods  and 
necessaries  of  lite  amounting  lo  about  1100  guilders,  as  the  booiis  ot  the  colony 
can  show,  which  he  has  not  yet  paid,  and  which  he  claims  he  should  not  p^y. 
Whether  or  not  the  Diieuior  has  desired  a  compromise  with  Doughty,  I  do 
not  know. 

'•  Direc:or  Stayvesant,  when  he  came  to  New  Netherland,  endeavored  accord- 
ing lo  his  orders  to  stop  in  a  projier  maimer  tiie  contraband  trade  in  guns,  powder 
and  lead.  The  people  of  the  colony  of  Renselaerwyck  understanding  this,  sent 
a  letter  to  the  Direeior,  requesting  moderation,  especially,  as  they  said,  if  thai 
trade  were  entirely  abolished  all  the  christians  in  the  colony  would  run  great 
danger  of  being  murdered,  as  may  more  at  large  be  seen  by  the  contents  of  their 
petition. 

"  The  Director  and  Council  taking  the  request  into  consideration,  and  looking 
further  into  the  consequences,  resolved  that  guns  and  p.iwder,  to  a  limited  extent, 
be  sparingly  furnished  by  the  Connnissary  at  Fort  Orange,  on  account  of  tlie 
Company,  faking  good  care  that  no  supply  should  be  carried  by  the  boats  navigating 
the  river,  unle.^s  in  pursm.i're  of  a  further  order.  It  is  here  to  be  observed  that  the 
Director,  in  order  to  ke^p  die  colony  out  of  danger,  has  permitted  some  arms  to 
be  furnished  iit  the  fort.  Nouody  can  prove  tliat  the  Director  iias  sold  or  per- 
mitted to  be  sold,  any  thing  contraband,  for  his  own  private  benefit.  That  the 
Director  has  permiited  some  gnus  to  be  seized,  has  happened  becau.se  they 
brought  with  them  no  license  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  company,  and  they 
■would  under  such  pretences  have  been  able  to  bring  many  guns.  The  Director 
has  paid  for  every  one  that  was  seized,  sixteen  guilders, although  it  did  not  cost  in 
this  country  more  than  eit'lu  or  nine  guilders. 

"  It  is  true  that  a  case  ol'  guns  was  brought  over  by  Vastrick,  by  order  of  Direc- 
tor Stuyvi~ant,  in  winch  tliere  were  thirty  guns,  which  the  Director,  with  the 
knowledge  of  the  Second  ^A'ice  Director,  Dincklagen,)  and  Fiscal,  permitted  to 
be  landed  in  the  full  light  of  day,  which  guns  were  delivered  to  Commissary 
Keyser  with  frders  to  sell  th.ei.;  to  the  Netlierlai.ders  whohad  no  arms,  in  order 
that  in  time  of  need  th^y  iiiii:;t  defend  themselves,  which  Keyser  has  done; 
and  it  will  appear  by  his  jiccounis  where  these  guns  are.  If  there  were  any  more 
guns  in  the  ship  it  was  unkiio-.\  n  to  tlie  Director.  Tli'>  Fiscal,  whose  business  it 
was,  should  I'.ave  seen  to  it  ai-.d  inspected  the  ship:  and  these  accusers  should 
have  shown  that  the  Fiscal  lijid  neglected  to  make  the  search  as  it  ought  to  have 
been  done. 

"  Jaool)  Reinsen  and  Jacb  Pchermerhorn  were  a  firm  of  merchants  from 
Waterland,  one  of  whom.  Jacoi)  Scheru.crhorn,  was  at  Foit  Orange,  the  oilier, 
Jacob  Reintjes,  was  at  Fort  Amsterdam,  who  there  bought  powder,  lead  and 
guns,  and  sent  them  up  to  ifchermerhorn,  who  supplied  the  Indians.     It  so  hap- 
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pcned  that  the  Company's  corporal,  Govert  Barent,  having  in  charge  snch  of  the 
nrnis  of  the  Comnany  as  renuir<?il  to  he  repaired  or  cleaneil,  sold  to  the  before 
iKiiiied  Jacob  Reimjes,  gnus,  locks,  jrun  barrels,  Occ  as  by  Jacob  Rein;jes'  own 
scknowlcdged  lo'tcrs.  written  to  his  partner  long  belore  this  came  to  light,  and 
by  the  information  of  the  corporal,  can  be  proven.  The  corporal,  seduced  by  the 
solicitation  of  Jacob  Reimjes,  sold  him  the  arms  as  often  as  desired,  tlioimh  the 
latter  knew  that  the  cims  and  gun  barrels  belonged  to  the  Company,  and  not  to 
the  corporal.  Therefore  a  parcel  of  peltries,  (as  may  be  seen  in  the  accounts.) 
bought,  as  appeared  from  tiie  letters,  with  contraband  goods,  w;is  contiscated.  As 
the  said  Jacob  Reintjes  has  been  in  this  country  since  the  confiscation,  he  would 
have  made  complaint  if  he  had  not  been  guilty,  especially  as  he  was  sulliciently 
urged  to  do  so  by  the  enemies  of  the  Company  and  oft.ie  Director,  but  his  own 
letters  were  witnesses  against  him. 

"  Joost  de  Backer  being  accused  by  the  above  named  corporal  of  having 
bought  gun  locks  and  gun  barrels  from  him.  and  the  first  information  having  proved 
correct,  he  was  therefore  taken  into  cus'.ody.and  his  house  searched  according  to 
law,  in  which  was  (ound  a  gun  of  the  Company  ;  wherefore  he  gave  security  (to 
answer.)  for  the  claim  of  the  Fiscal. 

"  As  the  English  of  New  England  protected  among  them  all  fugitives  who 
came  to  them  from  the  ?ilanhatans  without  the  passport  required  by  the  usage  of 
the  country,  whether  persons  in  the  service  of  the  Company  or  freemen,  and  took 
them  into  their  service,  it  was  therefore  sought  by  commissioners  to  induce  the 
English  to  restore  the  fugitives  according  to  an  agreement  previously  made  with 
Governors  Eaton  and  Hopkins,  but  as  Governor  Eaton  persisted  in  refusing  to 
send  back  the  runaways,  although  earnestly  solicited  to  do  so,  the  Director  and 
Council,  according  to  a  previous  resolution,  issued  a  proclamation  that  all  per- 
sons who  should  come  from  the  province  of  New  Haven  (all  the  others  excepted) 
to  New  Netherland  should  be  protected  ;  which  was  a  retaliatory  measure.  As 
the  Governor  permitted  some  of  the  fugitives  to  come  back  to  us,  the  Director 
and  Council  annulled  the  order,  and  since  then  matters  have  gone  on  peaceably, 
the  eame  as  before  the  liispule  about  the  bouiuiaries. 

"  Nobody's  goods  are  confiscated  in  New  Netherland  without  great  reason  ; 
and  if  any  one  feels  aggrieved  about  it,  the  Director  will  be  prepared  to  furnish 
an  answer.  That  ships  or  shipmasters  are  afraid  of  confiscation  and  therefore  do 
not  come  to  New  Netherland  is  probable,  for  nobodv  can  come  to  New  Nether- 
land without  a  license  or  permit.  \\'hoever  has  this,  and  dons  not  violate  his 
agreement,  and  has  properly  entered  his  goods,  need  not  be  afraid  of  conlisca- 
tion  ;  but  all  smugglers  and  persons  who  sail  with  two  commissions  may  well  be. 

"  All  those  who  were  indebted  to  the  Company  were  warned  by  the  Director 
and  Council  to  pay  the  debt?  left  uncollected  by  the  late  ^^'illialll  Kieft,  and  as 
some  could,  and  others  could  not  well  pay,  no  one  was  compelled  to  pay  ;  but 
these  debts,  amounting  to  .30,000  guilders,  made  many  who  did  not  wish  to  pay, 
angry  and  insolent,  (especially  as  the  Company  now  had  nothing  in  that  coun- 
try to  sell  them  on  credit,)  and  it  seemed  that  some  sought  to  pay  after  the  Bra- 
zil fashion.* 

"  The  memorialists  have  requested  that  the  people  should  not  be  oppressed, 
which,  however,  has  never  been  the  case,  but  they  would  be  right  glad  to  see  that 
the  Company  dunned  nobody,  nor  demanded  their  own,  yet  paid  their  creditors. 
It  will  appear  by  the  account  books  of  th'^  Company  that  the  debts  were  not  con- 
tracted during  the  war,  but  before  it.  The  Company  has  assisted  the  inhabi- 
tants, who  were  poor  and  burdened  with  wives  and  children,  with  clothing,  houses, 
cattle,  land,  &c.,  and  from  time  to  time  charged  them  m  account,  in  hopes  of 
their  being  able  at  some  time  to  pay  I'or  them. 

"If  the  taxes  of  New  England,  before  spoken  of,  be  compared  with  those  of 
New  Netherland,  it  v.-ill  be  found  that  those  of  New  England  are  a  greater  bur- 
den upon  that  country  than  the  tuxes  of  New  Netherland  are  upon  our  people. 

*  This  is  an  allusion  to  the  recent  lost  by  the  Company  of  Brazil,  which  ha  J  been  taken 
from  Ihein  by  the  Portuguese,  whereby  their  debtors  there  go:  rid  cf  tlu  ir  debts. 
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••  Th^  wir.c  cxri«e  of  or.',  stiver  pt:-  car.,  wasfirsf  luid  in  the  year  1647. 
"  Thi*  brer  s\ci«l"  of  three  giiiiders  p^r  ruii,  was  imposed  by  Ktiu  in  iGll,  and 
t"  \>i:'.d  l>y  :he  tai-'.-ter,  aad  uot  by  the  i).iii,'!iei . 

••  Ti!P  rrcogriitior.  of  ei^hf  in  a  ii'i(i'tri\l  tiDO'i  importeJ  lieaver  skins,  di>'  » 
nrt  come  out  of  the  inhabitants,  but  out  oi  tlie  tiad.T,  vnIio  i.s  bound  to  pay  it  ac- 
cording tc  contnict. 

"  The  Director  has  nUvays  .shown  that  he  na?  desirous  and  pleased  to  !<"c  n 
deputation  from  the  c(>nimor..'.t;y,  who  riiculd  seek,  in  the  Fatherland,  fro;ii  tlic 
Company  as  patrons,  and  the  Lords  States  as  sovereiirns,  the  foiio\viii|T:  jiopula- 
lion,  settlement  of  boundaries,  reduction  of  charges  upon  New  Nelherlnnd  tofiacro 
and  other  prodcctions,  means  of  trnnspo-ting  people,  peinianent  and  solid  pri- 
vileges, &,c. 

"  For  which  purpose  he  h.i^  always  lent  a  helping  hand  ;  but  the  remonstrants 
have  secretly  gone  round  exciiin?;  some  o^  the  commonalty,  and  by  that  means 
obtained  a  clandestine  and  aecret  subscription,  as  is  to  be  sf^n  by  their  remon- 
strance, desisined  for  no  ot'ei  object  than  to  render  the  Company — their  pi- 
irons — and  the  ollicers  in  New  Netherland  odious  before  Their  High  Mighti- 
nesses, .so  that  the  Company  might  be  deprived  of  the  jus  patronatus  and  be  still 
further  injured. 

"  The  remonstrants  say  that  we  had  relied  npon  the  FJnglish,  and  by  means  of 
them  Roucht  to  divert  the  r.olki:e,  (as  they  cnll  it,)  whioh  is  untrue,  as  appears  by 
the  propositions  made  to  thera.  But  it  is  here  to  be  observed  that  the  Enirlish. 
iiviiiti  Liiider  tiie  protection  of  the  Netherlanders,  having  taken  the  oath  of  alie- 
(tianoe  and  beintr  domiciliated  and  settled  in  New  Netherland,  are  to  be  consi- 
dered citizens  of  the  country.  Th*  se  persons  have  always  been  opposed  to  them, 
since  the  F-nclisli  as  well  as  they  had  a  right  to  say  something  in  relation  to  the 
deputation,  arid  would  not  con.«ent  to  all  their  calumnies  and  slanders,  but  looked 
to  the  good  of  the  commonalty  and  of  the  inhabitants. 

"  It  wa.s  never  written  in  a  letter  upon  their  solicitation  that  they  might  secret- 
ly go  and  speak  to  the  commonalty.  The  intention  of  the  Director  was  to  cause 
iIr-iii  to  bf  callfd  t(<;reihfr  at  his  cwn  time,  as  opportunity  should  olTer,  at  which 
time  they  mii^ht  spi^ak  to  the  commonalty  publicly  about  the  deputation.  The 
Director  was  not  obli<;ed,  as  they  say,  to  call  the  coniinonalty  immediately  to- 
gether. It  was  to  be  considpred  by  him  at  wnat  time  each  one  could  convenient- 
ly come  from  liome  without  loss,  especially  as  some  lived  at  a  distance  in  the 
country,  &c. 

"  That  they  have  not  been  williur;  to  communicate,  was  because  all  whom  they 
had  .slandered  would  have  been  able  to  have  provided  themselves  with  the  means 
of  defence,  and  iiiule  tiie  contrary  appear,  and  in  that  case  could  have  produced 
Bomethin^  from  sonu'  of  ilieni.  And  Awt  the  Director  and  tb.ose  connected  witli 
the  ndmiiiistraiion  m  New  Netherland  are  very  much  wronged  and  defamed,  I 
desire  time  in  onlt-r  to  wait  for  opposing  documents  from  New  Netherland,  if  it 
be  necessary. 

"  Vand'^r  Donk  and  his  associates  say  that  the  Director  instituted  suits  against 
some  persotis.  The  Director  going  to  the  house  of  Michael  .lansen,  (one  of  the 
eiii'ners  of  liie  lenitjii-trance,)  was  warned  by  the  said  .Michael  and  Thomas  Hall, 
saying,  there  was  within  it  a  scandalous  journal  of  Adrian  van  der  D'-nck  ;  which 
journal  the  Director  touk  with  him,  and  on  account  of  the  slanders  which  were 
contained  in  it  nt'ainst  'I'h'^ir  HJL'h  .MiL'htinesses  and  private  individuals.  Van  der 
Donck  was  arrested  ;u  his  lodtjit.ijs  and  proof  of  what  he  had  written  demanded, 
but  it  was  dispensed  with  on  thu  appliraiion  and  solicitation  of  others. 

"  During  the  admiui-'.ratiou  botii  of  Kieft  and  of  ,";iuyvesant,it  was  by  a  placard 
published  a. id  posted,  tint  no  attestation  or  other  public  writing  should  be  valid 
before  a  court  in  Netherland,  unless  it  were  written  by  the  secretary.  This  was 
not  done  in  order  that  there  siiould  be  no  tcsliinoiiy,  (against  the  Director,)  but 
upon  this  consideration,  that  most  of  tiie  people  living  in  Netherland  are  country 
or  seataring  men,  and  summon  each  other  frequently  for  small  matters  before  the 
court,  while  many  of  them  can  ntiiher  read  r.or  write,  and  neither  testify  intel- 
ligibly nor  produce  written  evidence,  and  if  some  do  produce  it,  sometimes  it  is 
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wrilteii  by  a  sailor  or  a  boor,  and  is  oi'irii  \\  iii.Iiy  indistinct  and  repugnant  to  the 
nieaning  of  tliose  who  liad  it  wniten  or  who  inacie  the  statement  ;  con^■t•quently 
the  Director  and  Council  rould  not  know  the  truth  of  matters  as  was  proper 
ond  as  justice  demanded,  &c.  Nu  bodv  has  been  arrested  except  Van  der  Donk 
for  writing  the  journal,  and  Augustus  Heernians,  the  agent  of  Gabri,  because  he 
refused  to  exhibit  the  writing's  drawn  up  by  the  Nine  I\[en,  which  were  reported 
to  the  Director,  who  had  been  tor  theni  many  times  lik'j  a  boy. 

"  Upon  the  first  poitit  ol  n-djer-s.  at.  they  call  it,  tlie  remonstrants  advise,  that 
the  Company  should  alaiuloii  the  country.  What  frivolousadvice  this  is  I  The 
Company  have  at  their  own  e.xpense  conveyed  cattle  and  many  per.-ons  thither, 
built  {orts,  protected  many  people  who  were  poor  and  needy  emigriting  from 
Holland,  and  provided  them  with  provisions  and  clothing:  and  now  when  some 
of  them  have  a  little  more  tlinn  they  can  eat  up  in  a  day,  they  wish  to  be  released 
from  the  authority  of  their  benefactors,  ;uid  without  pa\ing  if  they  could  ;  a  sign 
•  of  gross  ingiatitude. 

"  Hitherto  the  country  has  been  nothing  but  e.xpense  to  the  Company,  and  now 
when  it  can  provide  for  itself  and  yield  for  the  future  some  profit  to  tlie  Company, 
these  people  are  not  willing  to  pay  the  tenth  which  they  are  bound  honestly  to 
pay  when  called  upon  aiK-r  the  expiration  of  the  ten  years,  pursuant  to  the  ex- 
emptions. 

"  Upon  the  second  point  they  say  that  provision  should  be  made  for  ecclesiasti- 
cal and  municipal  property,  chutcla  services,  an  orphan  asylum  and  an  almshouse. 
If  they  nre  such  piiiiantiiropibls  as  tliey  appear,  let  them  lead  the  v.ay  in  generous 
contributions  for  such  latulable  objects,  and  not  complain  when  the  Directors  have 
endeavored  to  make  coili'Ctions  for  the  church  and  school.  What  complaints 
would  have  been  made  if  the  Director  had  undertaken  to  make  collections  tor  an 
almshouse  and  an  orphan  asylum.  '1  lie  service  of  the  church  will  not  be  suspended, 
although  Dominie  Johannes  Dackerus  has  returned,  who  has  been  there  more 
than  twenty-seven  months.  His  place  is  supplied  by  a  learned  and  godly  minister 
w'ho  has  no  interpreter  when  he  defends  the  Reformed  Religion  against  any 
minister  of  our  neighbors,  the  Engli>,h  Browni^is.* 

"  The  foregoing  are  tht  paints  wl-.ich  require  any  answer.  We  will  only  add 
eonie  description  of  the  pc-ri^ons  who  have  signed  the  remonstrance  and  who  are 
the  following  : 

"  Adrian  ran  der  Donk  has  been  about  eight  years  in  New  Netherland.  He 
went  there  in  the  service  of  the  proprietors  of  the  colony  of  Renselaerssvyck  as  an 
officer,  but  did  not  long  continue  such,  tiiough  he  lived  in  that  colony  till  1C46. 

"  Arnoldus  Van Hardenhurgh  accompanied  Kay  Jausen  to  New  Netherland,. 
in  the  year  1C44,  with  a  cargo  for  his  brother,  lie  has  never  to  our  knowiedj^e 
sufl'ered  any  lo.-s  or  damage  in  New  Netherland,  but  has  known  how  to  charge 
the  commonalty  well  for  his  goods. 

"  Au<:;iislijn  Heerinans  went  by  the  authority  of  Enkhuizen.t  being  then  as  he- 
still  is,  the  agent  of  Gabrie,  in  trading  business. 

"  Jdcoh  van  Couicenhucen  went  to  the  country  with  his  father  in  boyhood,  was 
taken  by  W'outer  Van  Twiiler  into  the  service  of  tiic  Company  as  at;  assistant,, 
and  afterwards  became  a  tobacco  planter.  The  Company  has  aided  him  with 
nece.=saries,  as  it  is  to  iie  seen  by  the  books,  but  they  have  been  paid  for. 

"  Olof  Stere/isen,  broihrr-in-law  of  G  :)vert  Loockmans,  went  out  in  the  year 
1637  in  the  sliip  Herring  as  a  soldier,  in  the  service  of  the  Company.  He  was- 
promoted  by  Director  Kieft  and  linully  made  Cummissary  of  the  shop.  He  has 
profited  in  tlie  service  of  the  Company,  and  has  endeavored  to  give  his  benefactor 
the  world's  pay,  that  is,  to  recompense  good  with  evil.  He  signed  imder  protest,, 
saying  thtit  he  was  compelled  to  sign,  which  can  be  understood  two  ways,  one 
that  he  had  been  compelled  to  subscribe  to  the  truth,  the  other  that  he  had  been- 
constrained  by  force  to  do  it.     II  he  means  the  latter,  it  must  be  proven. 

•  The  Rev.  Joliannes  Me^<i{xjlensis  is  here  refentd  t j. 

t  A  ci'.y  in  thi  .Ni,/u.  uuj.rtv.r,  w.hiih  vs  *-:  uin;  ui'  thi.  Ch^Bjter*  ur  Jei.ann;eu:j  of  tha  VVttit. 
India  Company. 
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"  Michael  Jaiixcn  went  to  New  Nethei  land  as  a  fanner's  man  in  the  ei.ip'.oy  of 
the  proprietors  of  Renselaerswyck.  He  made  his  fortmie  in  tiie  colony  in  n  |.-w 
years,  but  not  being  able  to  agree  v.ith  the  ofikers,  finally  came  to  liv.-  \\y:\  ih", 
island  ."Manhataii--.  He  would  have  come  here  himselt",  but  the  nccomus  !i>'i«»-.'!i 
him  and  the  colony  not  being  settled,  in  which  the  proprietors  did  not  cor\sidi.-r 
themselves  indebted  as  he  claimed,  .Fan  F^vertsen  came  over  in  his  stead. 

"  Thomas  Hall  went  to  the  South  River  in  1636,  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Knln.c... 
an  Englishman,  who  intended  to  take  Fort  Nassau  and  rob  us  of  the  South  luv.r. 
Tliis  Thomas  Hall  ran  away  from  his  master,  came  to  tlie  3Ianhatans  and  hirr  J 
hiinsehas^a  faimer's  man  to  Jacob  Van  Curlur.  Bcini;  a  t'reeman  he  has  nuidr 
a  tobacco  plantation  upon  the  land  of  that  noted  individual,  Wouter  Van  Tv. y- 
ler.  Thomas  Hall  dwells  at  present  upon  a  small  bowery  belonging  to  the  Hon- 
orable Company. 

"  Elbert  Elhertsfn  went  to  the  country  as  a  farmer's  boy  at  about  ten  or  eleven 
years  of  age,  in  the  service  of  Wouter  Van  Twyler.  and  has  never  had  any  Ian. I 
of  his  own.  About  three  years  ago  he  married  the  widow  of  Gerret  Wolpheriscn, 
(brother  of  the  before  mentioned  Jacob  Van  Couwenhoven,)  and  from  that  time 
to  this  had  been  indebted  to  the  Company,  and  would  be  very  glad  to  get  rid 
ot  paying. 

"  Goi-ert  Loockmans,  brother  in  law  of  Jacob  Van  Couwenhoven,  went  to  New 
Netherland  in  the  yacht  St.  Martin,  in  the  year  163.3,  as  a  cook's  mate,  and  was 
taken  by  Wouter  Van  Twyler  into  the  service  of  the  Company,  in  which  service 
he  profiled  soi.icwiKit.  He  became  a  I'reeman,  and  finally  took  charge  of  the 
trading  business  for  GiUes  Verbruggen  and  his  Company.  This  Loockmans 
owes  gratitude  to  the  Company,  ne.xt  to  God,  for  his  elevation,  and  ought  not 
advise  its  removal  from  the  country. 

"  Hendrick  Kip  is  a  tailor,  and  has  never  suffered  any  loss  in  New  Nether- 
land to  our  knowledge. 

"Jan  Evcrtspii-hout,  formerU'  an  officer  of  the  Company,  came  the  last  time 
in  the  year  1G34,  with  the  ship  Eendracht,  (Union,)  in  the  service  of  the  Honor- 
able Michiel  Faauw,  and  lived  in  Pavonia  until  the  year  1643,  and  prospered 
moderately.  As  the  Honorable  Company  purchased  the  property  of  the  Heer 
Puauw,  the  said  Jan  Evertsen  having  the  property,  succeeded  well  in  the  service 
of  tlie  Company,  but  as  his  house  and  barn  at  Pavonia  were  burnt  down  in  the 
war,  he  appe;>red  to  take  that  as  a  cause  for  complaint.  It  is  here  to  be  remarked, 
that  the  Honorable  Company  paid  26,0(J0  guilders  for  the  colony  of  the  He(  r 
Paauw.  The  said  Jan  Evertsen  built  his  house  upon  the  land  and  had  given 
nothing  for  Ins  firm,  which  yielded  aood  wheat.  Long  at'terwards  his  house  was 
burnt.  'I'he  land  and  a  poor  uniinished  house,  with  a  few  cattle,  he  has  sold  to 
IVIichiel  Jansen  tor  tight  thousand  guilders. 

"  In  fine,  these  people,  to  give  their  doings  a  gloss,  say  that  tliey  are  bountl  by 
conscience  and  compelled  by  reason  ;  but  if  that  were  the  case  they  would  not 
assail  their  bem-iactors,  the  Company  and  others,  and  endeavor  to  deprive  them 
of  this  noble  country,  by  advising  their  removal,  now  that  it  begins  to  be  like 
Eoniething,  nml  inriy  hereafter  be  of  some  advantage  to  the  Company,  and  now 
that  many  of  the  inhabitants  are  themselves  in  a  better  condition  than  ever, 
endeavors  caused  apparently  by  the  ambition  of  many,  •k.c. 

"At  the  Hague,  20th  November,  1650." 
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Iioi/al  Lihrary,  the  Hague,  June  10,  18-lS. 

J.  RoMKYN  Bkodiieap,  Esq., 

U.  S.  Legation,  London. 

Dear  Sir: — Allow  nie,  as  a  proof  of  my  I;isting  and  growing  sympathios  for 
the  American  Union,  and  in  it  for  New  York,  (our  old  Nieuw  Nederlandi.j  to 
send  you  the  enclosed  statement  of  its  situation  at  a  brief  period  after  it  became 
our  West  India  Colony. 

The  priority  of  its  date  over  Van  dcr  Dunck's  description,  may  give  to  it  nn 
historical  value  which  doubtless  will  induce  you  to  judge  it  worthy  of  being  join- d 
to  so  many  more  valuable  documenis  gathered  by  you  in  Europe. 

The  person  to  \vhoni  the  writer,  Isaack  de  Rasieres,  addresses  his  note,  3/r. 
Blommaert,  was  a  member  of  the  West  India  Company  for  Amsterdam  ;  aii.l 
from  the  whole,  I  judge  de  Easieres  was  an  inferior  officer  of  that  same  company, 
sent  over  in  "  het  wopen  ran  Amsterdam,"  in  order  to  keep  his  chiefs  well  in- 
formed of  the  real  state  of  the  colony.  Unhappily,  from  the  Cahier,  (of  16  padres, 
in  fclio,)  the  two  interior  ones  (payes  7-10)  are  wanting,  and  vainly  I  tried  to  find 
them  out  wherever  they  might  be.  The  piece  itself  being  an  original,  was  joined 
with  others,  most  of  them  regarding  our  West  India  Colonies  in  Brazil,  in  a  par- 
cel newly  bought  for  this  Royal  Library  ;  thus  e.xplaining  the  fact  that  it  was  not 
Fhown  to  you  during  your  investigations  at  the  Hague. 

Be  so  kind,  sir,  as  to  offer  this  copy  to  the  Historical  Society  of  New  York,  in 
my  name,  not  quite  unknown  to  them,  since  you  kindly  mentioned  it  in  your  Re- 
port of  October,  1841,  about  the  historical  investigations  performed  by  you  in  the 
Netherlands.  I  am  sure  I  could  not  choose  a  more  worthy  interpreter  of  my 
sentiments,  nor  one  more  agreeable  to  tlie  Society  than  the  former  Historical 
Agent  of  New  York.  This  piece  will  increase  the  number  of  the  documents  in 
the  period  between  lG14  and  1640,  the  scarcity  of  which,  you  deplored  in  your 
Report. 

From  the  general  dispersion  of  our  West  India  Colonial  Archives,  it  can  hardly 
fail  to  happen,  I  think,  and  especially  considering  my  actual  position  as  Second 
Librarian,  that  from  time  to  time  new  documents  about  New  Netherland  will  occur 
to  my  attention,  on  public  or  private  sale  ;  and  I  hardly  need  to  as.sure  you,  sir, 
that  I  will  be  attentive  to  their  appearance, and  if  possible  lay  hand  on  them,  and 
make  them  f  jIIow,  in  original  or  copy,  de  luisieres'  statement. 

Accept,  dear  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  perfect  consideration,  and  believe  nio, 
OB  ever. 

Your  truly  obedient  servant, 

M.  F.  A.  G.  CAIMPBELL. 
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NOTE 


"While  engaged  in  making  researches  as  Agent  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  in  the  Archives  at  the  Hague,  in  1841,  it  occurred  to 
me  that  the  MSS.  Department  of  the  Royal  Library  there,  might 
contain  something  relating  to  our  history;  and  with  tha  assistance 
of  Mr.  Campbell,  one  of  the  Deputy  Librarians,  a  careful  examina- 
tion was  accordingly  made  in  that  Repository.  But  with  liie  excep- 
tion of  the  fragment  of  one  manuscript,  a  copy  of  which  is  now  in 
the  Secretary  of  State's  office  at  Albany,  [IIol.  Doc.  vol.  IIL  p.  90,] 
nothing  was  then  found.  It  seems,  however,  that  a  parcel  of  iMSS. 
has  recently  been  purchased  for  the  Library,  and  among  these,  j\lr. 
Campbell's  kind  research  has  detected  the  letter  a  copy  of  which 
he  has  made  for  the  New  York  Historical  Society. 

In  the  following  translation,  I  have  endeavored  to  render,  as  literal- 
ly as  possible,  the  original  of  a  document,  the  high  value  of  wliich 
will  be  readily  appreciated,  when  it  is  considered  that  it  is  /A?  ear- 
liest description  we  have  of  the  Colony  of  New  Netherland  and  its 
neighhorhood,  frcjn  an  eye  icitncss. 

Wassexaer,  it  is  true,  in  his  "  Historischc  Verhael,^' — a  very  rara 
work,  which  I  have  lately  had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  v\  ith  in  Lon- 
don — gives  several  very  interesling  particulars  respecting  New 
Netherland,  as  early  as  1623  and  1024 ;  and  we  all  know  that  De 
Laet  published  in  1625  an  account  of  the  discoveries  of  Hudson 
and  the  other  early  navigators  to  our  coast,  whose  journals,  he  dis- 
tinctly states,  lie  had  before  him  when  he  wrote.  But  tlu-  earliest 
detailed  description  of  the  Island  of  New  York,  by  a  person  who  visited 
it  himself,  in  1626,  is  now  lor  the  first  time  brought  to  light. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  among  the  documents  found  in  the 
Archives  at  the  Hague,  is  a  letter  of  Mr.  P.  Schagen,  to  the  States 
General,  dated  at  Amsterdam,  November  5,  1026,  [Hoi.  Doc.  Vol. 
I.  p.  15.0,]  in  which  he  reports  the  arrival  of  the  ship  '^  Armc  of 
Amsterdam,''^  which  sailed  from  the  North  River  on  the  23d  of  Sep- 
tember, and  brought  the  intelligence  of  the  purchase  of  Manhattan 
Island  from  the  Indians,  for  the  sum  of  about  tt^'exty-four  dollars. 

The  writer  of  the  following  letter,  Isaack  de  Rasirrrs,  went  out 
passenger  in  this  very. ship,  which  arrived  in  New  Netherland,  as 
he  tells  us,  on  the  27th  of  July,  162G  ;  and  as  the  purcliase  of  the 
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Island  or"  iManhatfan  wus  :;'ade  before  'a\5  23d  of  September  follow- 
ing, when  llis  •■•  Arojs  of  Anst'^rdaiu"  returned  to  Holland,  it  is 
quite  probabi-'  he  was  hinio'^.lf  one  of  iho  -vvitnosses  of  that  interest- 
ing event. 

De  Rasieres,  (whose  rams  has  been  variously  and  incorrectly 
spelled  in  our  published  Documents,)  seems  to  have  been  a  French 
Protestant,  nhoso  ancestors,  seeking  refuge  from  persecution,  settled 
themselves  on  the  river  Waal,  in  Guelderland,  and  were  hence 
called  "  Walloons.''  He  was  probably  a  ■proU'g^  of  I^Ir.  Samuel 
Blornmaert,  one  of  tht.  leading  Directors  of  tho  West  India  Compa- 
ny, to  whom,  as  h  rr;ark  of  his  gratitude,  he  addressed  his  interest- 
ing  letter.  On  his  arrival  at  New  Netherland,  Do  Rasieres 
became  "  Opper  Koopmaa,"  or  chief  commissary  under  Director 
Minuit,  and  also  acted  as  Secretary  of  the  Colony.  In  this  capa- 
city he  conducted  a  correspondence  with  Governor  Bradford  of 
New  Plymouth,  in  March,  1627  ;  and  in  the  following  October,  he 
was  himself  despatched  on  an  embassy  to  that  colony,  where  he  was 
honorably  received  by  Bradford,  who  speaks  of  him  as  the  Dutch 
"  Upper  Commies,  or  chief  merchant,  and  second  to  the  Governor  ; 
a  man  of  fair  and  geateel  behavior," — adding  that  he  "  soon 
after  fell  into  disgrace  among  them  by  reason  of  their  factions." 

This  h  all  we  know  of  De  Rasieres  ;  and  without  any  precise 
information  as  to  the  cause  of  the  seizure  of  his  "  things  and  notes" 
which  he  mentions  in  the  beginning  of  his  letter,  Ave  cannot  but  re- 
gret a  circumstance  but  for  which,  as  he  himself  tells  us,  we  should 
perhaps  have  been  gratified  by  a  still  more  ample  and  detailed  ac- 
count than  the  one  he  has  now  left  us,  of  the  early  days  of  New 
Netherland. 

De  Rasieres'  letter  has  no  date  ; — but  it  was  evidently  written 
from  memory — and  after  his  return  to  Holland — probably  about  the 
close  of  16'27.  Unfortunately,  it  is  defective;  and,  judging  from 
the  part  immediately  following  the  hiatus,  we  may  reasonably  infer 
that  the  missing  portion  would  have  been  of  the  highest  interest  to 
us.  It  is  quite  probable  that  De  Rasieres  gave  some  particulars  of 
the  purchase  of  the  Island,  as  well  as  of  the  political  and  commer- 
cial situation  of  the  infimt  colony,  and  of  the  topography  of  the 
country  between  Manhattan  and  Narragansett  Bay.  But  still,  quite 
enough  remains  to  us  to  induce  lively  congratulation  that  a  happy 
chance  has  now  placed  so  precious  a  fragment  within  our  reach. 
J.  ROMEYN  BRODHEAD. 

London,  llth  August,  ]^lb\ 
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TRANSLATION 


AN  ORIGINAL  LETTER  FROM  ISAACK  DB  RASIERES  TO  SA5IUEL    ELOSI- 
MAERT,  FOUND  IN    THE    ROYAL    LIBRARY  AT    THE    HAGUE. 


Mr.  Blommaert  : 

As  I  feel  myself  much  bound  to  your  service,  and  in  return 
know  not  how  otherwise  to  recompense  you  than  by  this 
short  memoir,  (wherein  I  have  in  part  comprised  as  much 
as  was  in  my  power  concerning  the  situation  of  New  Ne- 
therland  and  its  neighbors,  and  should  in  many  things  have 
been  able  to  treat  of  or  write  the  same  more  in  detail,  and 
better  than  I  have  nov.'  done,  but  that  my  things  and  notes, 
which  would  have  been  of  service  to  me  herein,  have  been 
taken  away  from  me.)  I  will  beg  you  to  be  pleased  to  re- 
ceive this,  on  account  of  mv  bounden  service,  &c. 

On  the  27th  of  July,  Anno  162G,  by  the  help  of  God,  I 
arrived  with  the  ship  "The  Arms  of  Amsterdam,"  before 
the  Bay  of  the  irreat  iMauritse  River,*  sailing  into  it  about 
a  musket  shot  from  Godyn's  Point.f  into  Coenraet's  Bay ;  J 
(where  the  greatest  depth  is.  because  Irom  the  East  point 
there  stretches  out  a  sand  bank  on  which  there  is  only  I'rom 
9  to  14  feet  water,)  then  sailed  on  North-East,  and  Xorth- 
North-East,  to  about  hall  way  from  the  low  sand  bank 
called  Godyn's  Point,  to  the  Hamers-IIoofden,§  the  mouth 
of  the  river,  where  we  found,  at  half  ebb,  10,  17,  18  feet  wa- 
ter, and  which  is  a  sandy  reef  a  musket  shot  broad,  stretch- 
ing for  the  most  part  North-East  and  ^South-West,  quite 
across,  accordimr  to  my  opinion,  and  to  have  been  formed  there 
by  the  stream,  inasmuch  as  the  flood  runs  into  the  bay  from 

*  The  North  River  ; — so  called,  aficr  Prince  ^Maurice  of  Oranse. 

t  Sandy  Hook  ; — so  named  after  .Samuel  Godyn,  one  of  the  Directors  of  the 
West  India  Company  at  Amsterdam. 

t  The  Lower  Bay  of  New  York  :     als"  called  Port  ^lay,  or  Godyn's  Bay. 

(j  Haiiiel's  Hoofden  ; — the  narrows,  between  Siaten  and  Long  hiands.  These 
■"  Hoofdcn,"  or  headlands,  were  named  after  Hendrick  Ilamel,  one  of  the  Di- 
rectors of  the  West  India  Company. 
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the  sea,  East-South-East;  the  depth  atGodyn's  Point  is  caus- 
ed by  the  ebb  tlowing-  out  along  there  with  such  mpKiitv. 

Uetwccn  the  Uaniels-Hoordeu  the  widlh  is  about  a  can- 
nouV.  shot  of  2,000  [yards.]  The  depth  10,  11,  12  rathoms. 
They  are  tolerably  hich  points,  and  well  wooded.  'I'lic 
^Vc.st  point  is  au  island,  inhabited  by  from  80  to  00  savairc^-, 
who  support  themselves  by  planting  maize.  The  East 
point  is  a  very  large  island,  full  24  miles*  long,  stretching 
East  by  South  and  East-South-East  along  the  sea-coast, 
from  the  river  to  the  East  end  of  the  Fisher's  Point.j  In 
some  places  it  is  from  3  to  4  miles  broad,  and  it  has  several 
creeks  and  bays,  \\liere  many  savatjes  dwell,  v.ho  support 
themselves  by  planting  maize  and  making  sewan,  and 
who  are  called  Souwcnos  and  Sinnecox.  It  is  also  full  of 
oaks,  elms,  walnut  and  fir  trees,  also  wild  cedar  and  ches- 
nut  trees.  The  tribes  are  held  in  subjection  by,  and  are 
tributary  to,  the  Pijnuans,  hereai'ter  named.  The  latul  is 
in  many  places  good,  and  fit  for  ploughing  and  sowing.  It 
hns  many  fine  valleys,  where  there  is  good  grass.  Their 
foi-m  of  government,  as  well  as  that  of  their  neighbors,  is 
described  hereai'ter. 

The  Ilamcls-Hoofden  being  passed,  there  is  about  a  mile 
width  in  the  river,  and  also  on  the  West  side  there  is  an 
inlet,  where  another  river  runs  up  about  20  miles,  to  the 
North-North-East,  emptying  into  the  Llauritse  River  in  the 
highlands,  thus  making  the  North- V/est  land  opposite  to 
the  Manhatas,  an  island  18  miles  long.  It  is  inhabited  by 
Ihc  old  ^Manhatans;  [iManhatesen  :]  they  are  about  200  to 
300  strong,  women  a?id  men,  under  difierent  chieis.  whom 
they  call  "  Sackirnas.''  This  island  is  more  uieuntainous 
than  the  other  land  on  the  South-East  side  of  the  river, 
which  opposite  to  the  Manhatas  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
in  breadth.  At  the  side  of  the  before-mentioned  little  river, 
which  we  call  "  Achter  Col,"J  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
waste  reedy  land ;  the  rest  is  full  of  trees,  and  i)i  some 
places  there  is  good  soil,  where  the  savages  plant  their 
maize,  U))on  which  they  live,  as  well  as  by  hunting.  The 
other  side  of  the  same  small  river,  according  to  conjecture, 
is  about  20  to  23  miles  broad  to  the  South  river,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  Sancicans,  as  well  as  1  have  been  able 
to  make  it  out  from  the  mouths  of  the  savas-es;  but  as 
they  live  in  a  state  of  constant  enmity  with  those  triins, 

*  Dutch  miles.     A  Dutch  mile  is  e(iual  to  about  three  English  miles. 
t  Visscher's  lioeck — i\Iont;\uk  Point. 
:  The  Kills. 
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the  passage  is  coldotn  ma/ie;  vjlicrefore  i  have  not  been 
able  to  learn  tbe  exact  dintiinco  :  so  that  "vvhen  we  wish  to 
send  letters  o\'rr  Ic-iUu  they  (the  Urtivey)  take  their  way 
across  the  bay,  and  have  the  letters  carried  forward  by 
others,  unless  oce  amongst  them  may  happen  to  be  on 
friendly  terms,  and  ^vho  ui:<^ht  v.-nture  to  go  there. 

The  Island  of  the  PJanhatas  extends  two  miles*  in  lem^th 
along  the  JMainitse  river,  Irom  the  point  where  the  Fort 
*'New  Amsterdam''  is  braiding.  It  is  about  seven  miles  in 
cireumferetice.  full  of  trees,  and  in  the  middle  rockv  to  the 
extent  of  about  two  n.iles  in  circuit.  The  North  side  has 
good  land  in  two  places,  where  two  farmers,  each  with  four 
horses,  would  have  enoi^gh  to  do  wirhout  much  clearing 
or  grubbing  at  first.  The  grass  is  good  in  tlic  forest  and 
valleys,  but  when  made  into  hay  is  not  so  nutritious  for 
the  cattle  as  [the  hay]  here,  [in  Holland,]  in  consequence 
of  its  wild  state,  but  it  yearly  improves  by  cultivation.  On 
the  East  side  there  rir^es  a  lars:e  level  field,  of  from  70  to 
80  morgensf  of  land,  tlirough  which  runs  a  very  fine  fresh 
stream  ;J  so  that  that  land  can  be  ploughed  without  much 
clearing.  It  appears  to  be  good.  The  six  farms,  four  of 
which  lie  along  the  Ri^er  Ilellgate,  stretching  to  the  South 
side  of  the  island,  have  at  least  60  morgens  of  land  ready 
to  be  sown  with  winter  seed,  which  at  the  most  will  have 
been  ploughed  eight  times,  pjut  as  the  greater  part  must 
have  some  manure,  inasmuch  as  it  is  so  exhausied  bv  the 
wild  herbage,  I  am  afraid  that  all  will  not  be  sown  ;'  and 
the  more  so,  as  the  cultivators  are  hired.  The  two  hinder- 
most  farms,  Nos.  1  and 'i,  are  the  best;  the  other  farms 
have  also  good  land,  but  not  so  much,  and  more  wild ;  so 
that  they  are  best  suited  for  rye  and  buckwheat. 

The  small  fort,  New  Amsterdam,  comnienc(>d  to  be  built, 
is  situated  on  a  point  opposite  to  Noten  Island  :'^  [the  chan- 
nel between]  is  a  gun  shot  wide,  and  is  full  six  or  seven 
fathoms  deep  in  the  middle.  This  point  might,  with  little 
trouble,  be  made  a  small  island,  by  cutting  through  Elom- 
maert's  valley,  so  as  to  alTord  a  haven  Avinter  and  summer, 
for  sloops  and  ships;  and  the  whole  of  this  little  island 
ought,  from  its  nature,  to  be  a  Royal  Fort,  so  that  it  could 
be  appreached  by  land  only  on  one  side;  inasmuch  as  it  is 
a  triangle  isolated  by  the  two  rivers.     Three  angles  arc 

•  So  in  the  original ;  but  evidently  an  error  of  tiie  writer. 
t  A  nior^ren  is  ii'ooui  t%vo  aores. 
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indicated  by  nature  ;  the  most  northern  is  opposite  to,  ami 
f(>!umn!uls,  \vithin  the  range  of  a  cannon  shot,  the  ^rrcit 
iMauritse  river  and  the  land  ;  lue  southcrnnio.st  coninriaiul.s, 
on  the  waier  level,  the  channel  between  Noten  Island  and 
the  Fort,  together  with  the  Hellegat ;  the  third  point,  op- 
posite to  Blommaert's  valley,  commands  the  low-land  ;  ilic 
middle,  which  ought  to  be  left  as  a  land  mark,  is  the 
height  of  a  hillock  above  the  surrounding  land,  and  should 
always  serve  as  a  Battery,  which  might  command  the 
three  points,  if  the  streets  should  be  arranged  accordingly. 

Up  the  vivvv  the  East  side  is  high,  full  of  trees,  and  in 
some  places  there  is  a  little  good  land,  where  formerly  ma- 
ny people  have  dwelt,  but  who  for  the  most  part  have  died 
or  have  been  driven  avvay  l)y  the  Wappenos. 

These  tribes  of  savages  have  all  a  government.  The 
men  in  general  are  rather  tall,  well  projwrtioned  in  their 
limbs,  and  of  aii  orange  color,  like  the  Brazilians  ;  very  in- 
veterate against  those  whom  they  hate  ;  cruel  by  nature, 
and  so  inclined  to  freedom  that  they  cannot  by  any  means 
be  brouyiit  to  work  ;  they  support  themselves  by  hunting, 
and  when  the  spring  comes,  by  fishing.  In  April,  jMay 
and  June,  they  follow  the  course  of  these,  [the  fish,]  which 
they  catcli  with  a  drag-net  they  themselves  knit  very  neatly, 
of  the  wild  hemp,  from  which  the  women  and  old  men  S])in 
the  thread.  The  kinds  of  fish  which  they  principally  take 
at  this  time  are  shad,  but  smaller  than  those  in  this  country 
ordinarily  are,  and  quite  as  fat,  and  very  bony ;  the  largest 
fish  is  a  sort  of  white  salmon,  which  is  of  very  good  flavor, 
and  quite  as  large  ;  it  has  white  scales;  the  heads  are  so 
full  of  fat  that  in  some  there  are  two  or  three  spoonsful), 
so  that  there  is  good  eating  for  one  who  is  fond  of  pickin;^ 
heads.  It  seems  that  this  fish  makes  them  lascivious,  for  it 
is  often  observed  that  those  who  have  taken  any  when  they 
have  gone  lishh]g,  have  given  it  to  the  women  on  their  re- 
turn, wl,o  look  for  it  anxiously.     *     *     *     ***** 

As  an  employment  in  wiiiter  they  make  sewan,  which  is 
an  oblong  bead  that  they  mal^e  from  cockle  shells,  which 
they  find  on  the  sea-shore,  and  they  consider  it  as  valuable 
as  we  do  money  here,  so  much  so  that  one  can  buy  every 
thing  they  have  tor  it;  they  string  it,  and  wear  it  round  the 
neck  and  hands ;  they  also  make  bands  of  it,  which  the  wo- 
men wear  on  the  head  in  front  of  the  hair,  and  the  men  about 
the  body  ;  and  tiiey  are  as  ])articular  about  the  stringing 
and  sorting  as  we  can  be  iiure  about  peavls.  They  arc 
very  fond  of  a  game  they  call  "senneca,"  played  with  some 
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round  rushes,  t^imilar  to  the  ^Spanish  teather-trruss,  which 
they  under.stand  how  to  s^hulilc  and  deal  as  thoUL;li  they 
were  phiyinir  with  cards;  and  th<\v  win  I'rom  each  other 
all  that  they  possess,  even  to  the  la]>pet  with  wliich  they 
cover  their  private  parts,  and  so  they  depart  from  the  rest 
quite  naked.  'J  hey  are  very  much  addicted  to  pronuscu- 
ous  intercourse.  Their  clothing  is  [so  simple  as  to  leave 
the  body,]  almost  naked.  In  the  winter  time  tliey  almost 
all  wear  a  dressed  deer  skin  ;  some  have  a  bear's  skin 
about  the  body ;  some  a  coat  of  seal-skin  ;  some  a  covering 
made  of  turkey  feathers,  which  they  understand  how  to 
knit  together  very  oddly,  M'ith  thin  strings.  They  also  use  a 
good  deal  of  duflle  cloth,  which  they  trade  from  us,  and  which 
serves  for  their  blanket  by  night,  and  their  dress  by  day. 

The  women  are  line  looking,  of  middle  stature,  well  pro- 
portioned, and  pretty  in  the  face  ;  with  long  and  black  hair, 
end  black  eyes  set  ofl"  with  line  eyebrows;  they  are  of  ihe 
same  color  as  the  men.  They  smear  their  bodies  and  hair 
with  grease,  which  makes  them  smell  very  rankly  ;  they 
are  very  much  given  to  promiscuous  intercourse. 

They  have  a  custom  amongst  them  at  marrying,  namely: 
when  there  is  one  who  resolves  to  take  a  particular  person  lor 
his  wife,  he  collects  a  fathom  or  two  of  sewan,  and  comes 
to  the  nearest  friends  of  the  person  whom  he  desires,  to 
whom  he  declares  his  object  in  her  presence,  and  if  they 
are  satisfied  with  the  person,  he  agrees  with  her  how  much 
sewan  he  shall  give  her  for  a  bridal  present ;  that  being 
done,  he  gives  her  besides,  all  the  Dutch  beads  he  has, 
which  they  call  "  ]Machampe,"  and  also  all  sorts  of  gew- 
gaws. If  she  be  a  young  virgin,  he  must  wait  six  weeks 
yet  before  he  can  sleep  with  her,  during  which  time  she 
bewails  or  laments  over  her  virginity,  which  they  call 
*'  Collatismarrenitten  r  all  this  time  she  sits  with  a  blaidvct 
over  her  head,  without  looking  at  any  one,  or  an}  one  look- 
ing at  her.  This  period  being  elapsed,  her  bridegroom 
comes  to  her  ;  he  in  the  mean  time  has  been  supporting  him- 
self by  hunting,  and  what  he  has  taken  he  brings  there 
with  him  ;  they  then  eat  together  with  the  friends,  and  sing 
and  dance  together,  which  they  call  "  Kinlihdtii."'  Th.at 
being  done,  the  wife  must  provide  the  food  for  herself  and 
her  husband,  as  far  as  brcadstuffs  are  concerned,  and 
[should  it  fall  short,]  she  must  buy  what  is  wanting  with 
her  sewan. 

For  this  reason  they  arc  obliged  to  watch  tlie  season  for 
sowing.     At  the  end  of  March  they  begin  to  break  up  the 
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earth  wiih  ;i'jj:es,  [hctf^l]  which  they  trfulc  tVoin  n^  A.r  t!ir 
skins  ol'  l»eaver->  or  otters,  or  for  sewaii.  'J'h'y  uiakf  In  ;l;^s 
like  jnolehU]^,  each  about  tv-o  and  a  h;-!!'  iect  troin  lii.- 
others,  which  they  sow  or  ])iaut  in  April,  with  ni.ti/c  in 
each  heap  iivc  or  six  grains;  in  the  middle  ol"  l\Iay.  when 
the  maize  is  the  hv^ight  of  a  finger  or  more,  they  plant  \u 
eac)i  heap  tln-ee  or  lour  Turkish  beans,  which  then  urnw 
up  vvitJi  and  agaiiist  the  maize,  which  serves  lor  props,  tor 
the  maize  grov.s  on  stalks  similar  to  the  sugar  cane.  It  is 
a  grain  lo  wLioh  niuch  labor  must  be  given,  with  weeding 
and  earctiing-i.p,  or  it  does  not  t])'"ive  ;  and  to  this  the  wo- 
men must,  alter.d  very  closely.  The  men  would  not  once 
look  to  it,  for  it  would  cornj)romise  their  dignity  too  mncli, 
until  they  are  very  old  and  cannot  Ibliowthe  chase.  Tliosr 
stalks  which  are  lew  and  bear  no  ears,  they  pluck  up  in 
August,  and  suck  out  the  sap,  which  is  as  sweet  as  if  it 
were  sugar  can^^.  When  they  wish  to  m.ake  use  of  tli-" 
grain  for  biead  or  porridge,  which  they  call  "  Sappacn." 
they  first  boil  it  ai>d  then  beat  it  flat  upon  a  stone  ;  then 
they  put  it  into  a  wooden  mortar,  which  they  know  how  to 
hollow  out  by  fire^  and  then  they  have  a  stone  pestle,  which 
they  know  how  to  make  themselves,  with  which  they  pound 
it  sniall,  and  sift  it  through  a  small  basket.  Avhich  they  un- 
derstand liow  to  weave,  of  the  rushes  before-mentioned. 
The  finest  ineal  they  mix  with  lukewar'n  water,  and  knead 
it  into  dough,  tlien  they  make  round  tiat  little  cakes  of  it. 
of  the  thickness  of  an  inch  or  a  little  more,  which  they  bury 
in  hot  ashes,  .and  so  bake  into  bread  ;  and  when  these  are 
baked  they  have  some  clean  fresh  water  by  them  in  which 
they  wasli  tliem  while  hot,  one  after  another,  audit  is  good 
bread,  but  heavy.  The  coarsest  meal  tiiey  boil  into  a  por- 
ridure,  as  is  beforc-m':^ntioned.  and  it  is  good  eating  when 
there  is  butter  over  it,  but  a  food  which  is  very  .soon  di- 
gested. The  grain  being  dried,  they  put  it  into  baskets  wo- 
Yen  of  rushes  or  wild  hem]),  and  so  bury  it  in  the  earth,  they 
let  it  lie  tliere,  and  go  with  their  husbands  and  children  in 
October,  to  hunt  deer,  and  leave  at  home  with  their  maize 
the  old  people  Vvdio  cannot  follow,  until  December;  they 
then  return  home,  and  the  flesh  which  they  have  not  been 
ab'e  to  eat  v.hile  fresh,  they  dry  on  the  way,  and  bring  it 
back  with  them.     They  come  home  as  fat;  as  rnoles. 

When  a  woman  here  addicts  herself  to  fornication,  and 
the  husband  comes  to  know  it,  he  thrashes  lier  soundly,  and 
it'  he  wishes  to  get  rid  of  her,  he  summons  the  Sackinuv 
with  her  friends,  before   whom  he  accuses  her :  and  if  she 
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be  found  <?uilty  the  Sackima  commaiuls  one  ^vho  cuts  off 
her  hair  in  order  tliat  she  may  be  hcUl  up  before  the  world 
as  a  whore,  which  they  call  pr,erorh<ii;e ;  and  then  the  hus- 
band takes  iVoni  her  every  thing  tliat  she  has,  rind  drives 
her  out  of  the  house;  if  there  be  children,  they  remain  with 
her,  for  they  are  fond  of  them  beyond  measure.  Iliey 
reckon  consanguinity  to  the  eighth  degree,  and  revenge  an 
injury  from  generation  to  generation,  unless  it  he  atoned 
for;  and  even  then  there  is  mischief  enough,  lor  they  are 
very  revenrreful. 

And  when  a  man  is  unfaithful,  the  wife  accuses  liim  be- 
fore the  Sackima,  which  most  frequently  happens  when  the 
wife  has  a  preference  for  another  man.  The  husband 
being  found  guilty,  the  wife  is  permitted  to  draw  off  his 
right  shoe  and  left  stocking;  (which  they  make  of  deer  or 
elk  skins,  which  they  know  how  to  prepare  very  easy  and 
soft,  and  wear  in  the  winter  time  ;  )  she  then  tears  oif  the 
lappet  that  covers  his  ])rivate  i)arts,  gives  lilm  a  kick  behind, 
and  so  drives  him  out  of  the  house  ;  and  there  "  Adam"  then 
scam})ers  otT. 

It  would  seem  that  they  are  very  libidinous — in  this  re- 
spect very  unfaithlul  to  each  other  ;  whence  it  results  that 
they  breed  but  few  children,  so  that  it  is  a  M'onder  when  a 
woman  has  three  or  lour  children,  particularly  by  an^' 
one  man  whose  name  can  be  certainly  known.  They 
must  not  have  intercourse  with  those  of  their  own  fam.ily 
within  the  third  degree,  or  it  would  be  considered  an  abomi- 
nable thing. 

Their  political  government  is  poj)ular.  They  have  a  eliief 
"Sackima"  whom  they  choose  by  election,  who  generally  is 
he  who  is  richest  in  scwan,  though  of  less  consideration  in 
other  respects.  When  any  stranger  comes,  they  hrinir  him 
to  the  Sackima.  On  lirst  meeting  they  do  not  speak — they 
smoke  a  pipe  of  tobacco;  that  being  done,  the  Sackima 
asks  :  whence  do  you  come  ?  the  stranger  then  states  that, 
and  further  what  he  has  to  say,  before  all  v.ho  are  present 
or  choose  to  come.  That  being  done,  the  Sackima  announces 
hi.s  opinion  to  the  people,  and  if  they  agree  thereto,  they 
give  alloiicfher  a  sij:h — •'  'hf  /" — and  ilthey  do  not  ap])rove, 
they  keep  silence,  and  come  all  to  the  Sackima,  and  each 
discusses  his  o])inion  "till  they  agree  ;  that  being  done,  they 
come  altogether  again  to  the  stranger,  to  whom  the  Sacki- 
ma then  announces  what  they  have  determined,  with  the 
reasons  moving  them  thereto. 

All  travellers  who  stop  over  a  ni^^ht  come  to  the  Sackima, 
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if  ihry  liave  no  acquaintances  there,  and  aro  treated  with 
as  much  sewan  as  is  allowed  for  that  purpose  ;  tlienMcrt- 
the  Sackimas  generally  have  three  or  four  wives,  each  ol 
whom  has  to  iurnish  her  own  seed. 

'J"he  Sackima  has  his  fixed  fine  of  sewan  for  fighting  and 
causing  blood  to  flow. 

When  any  are — [Aere  four  pages,  at  least,  are  missirg  in 
the  original  7na)utscript.'\ 

Coming  out  of  the  river  Nassau,*  you  sail  east-and-by- 
north  about  fourteen  miles,  along  the  coast,  a  half  a  mile 
'  i  from  the  shore,  and  you  then  come  to  "  Frenchman's  Point,"t 

at  a  small  river  where   those   of  PatucxetJ   have  a  house 
ri  made  of  hewn  oak  planks,  called  Aptucxet,§,  where  they 

V.  keep  two  men,  winter  and  summer,  in  order  to  maintain  the 

e;  trade  and  possession.   Where  also  they  have  built  a  shallop, 

}i  in  order  to  go  and  look  after  the  trade  in  sewan,  in  Sloup's 

t<  -       liayli  and  thereabouts,  because  they  are  afraid  to  pass  Cape 
ll  jMallabaer,and  in  orderto  avoid  the  length  of  the  way;  which 

1  have  prevented  for  this  year  by  selling  them  fifty  fathoms 
of  sewan,l[  because  the  seeking  after  sewan  by  them  is  pre- 
judicial to  us,  inasmuch  as  they  would,  by  so  doing,  discover 
the  trade  in  furs  ;  which  if  they  were  to  find  out,  it  would 
be  a  great  trouble  for  us  to  maintain,  for  they  already  dare 
-:  to  threaten  that  if  we  will  not  leave  off  dealing  wath  that 

' ;  people,  they  will  be  obliged  to  use  other  means  -,  if  they  do 

that  now,  while  they  are  yet  ignorant  how  the  case  stands, 
what  will  they  do  when  they  do  get  a  notion  of  it  ? 
^  From  Aptucxet  the  English  can  come  in  six  hours,  through 

:  the  woods,  passing  several  little  rivulets  of  fresh  water,  to 

New  Plymouth,  the  principal  place  in  the  county  Patucxet. 
so  called  in  their  "  Octroye"  from  His  Majesty  in  England. 
New  IMymouth  lies  in  a  large  bay  to  the  north  of  Cape 
Cod,  or  ]\Iallabaer,  east  and  west  from  the  said  [north]  point 
of  the  cape,  which  can  be  easily  seen  in  clear  weather. 
Directly  before  (he  commenced  town  lies  a  sand  bank,  about 
twenty  ])laces  broad,  whereon  the  sea  breaks  violently  with 

*  Narrnganset  I'.ay. 

1  De  Ra.-ieres  d.itf^  his  ktter  to  Gov.  Bradford,  of  4th  October,  1627,  from 
"  aboard  the  b.ir.iue  Xassau,"  off  this  point.  [See  Coll.  N.  Y.  His.  Soc.  Vol.  I. 
new  series,  p.  3^-2.] 

I  The  Indian  name  for  New  Plymouth. 

§  See  Bradiord's  dcsc-riptiun  of  Mtinumrt,  in  Prince,  p.  G7.  ;  and  .«ec  olso  Cull. 
N.  Y.  His.  .Soc.    V(.l.  I.,  new  series,  p.  .357-358. 

II  The  western  erirnnce  to  Narrarran-ett  Bay. 

^  See  al=o  Bradiords  account  ot  this  transaction  in  Coll.  N.  Y.  Hi3.  Soc.  Vol. 
I.,  new  series,  p.  357.  "■  , 
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an  'easterly'  and  north-casttriy  wind.  On  ili<"!  north  side 
thrrc  lies  a  siimU  isi^nd  ■w'ktc-  one  mn?t  run  c'osp  along, 
in  ordrr  to  corr.c  bc-ore  the  town;  thon  the  s-hips run  behind 
that  bank  and  lie  in  a  very  jj;ood  ruc;  J--<ie:ul.  The  bay  is 
very  full  of  fish,  [ohicfly]  of  cod,  so  {)ic,i  the  Governor  before 
named/  has  told  rw:  lh.it  when  the  jicople  have  a  desire  for 
fish,  they  send  out  two  or  tl.'ree  portions  in  a  sloop,  whom 
they  remunerate  for  their  trouble,  and  who  brin<i-  them  in 
three  or  four  hours  time  as  much  fish  as  the  whole  com- 
munity re(|uire  for  a  v/hole  day — and  they  muster  jtbout 
fifty  families. 

At  the  south  side  of  ihe  tow^n  there  flows  down  a  small 
river  of  fresh  water,  veiy  rapid,  but  shallow,  which  takes 
its  rise  from  several  laket  in  the  land  above,  and  there 
empties  into  the  sea :  where  in  April  and  the  beginning  of 
May,  there  come  so  many  h.erring  from  the  sea  which  want 
to  ascend  that  river,  that  it  is  quite  surprising.  This  river 
the  English  have  shut  in  with  planks,  and  in  the  middle  with 
a  little  door,  which  slides  up  and  down,  and  at  the  sides 
with  trellice  work,  through  \vhich  the  water  has  its  course, 
but  which  they  cnn  also  close  with  slides. 

At  the  mouth  they  have  constructed  it  with  planks,  like 
an  eel  pot,  with  wings,  where  in  the  m.iddle  is  also  a  sliding 
door,  and  with  trellice  work  at  the  sides,  so  that  between 
the  two  [dams]  there  is  a  square  pool,  into  which  the  fish 
aforesaid  come  swimming  in  such  shoals,  in  order  to  get  up 
above,  where  they  depnsite  their  spawn,  that  at  one  tide 
there  are  10.000  to  12,000  fish  in  it,  which  they  shut  oft' in 
the  rear  at  the  ebb,  and  close  up  the  trellices  above,  so  that 
no  more  water  comes  in  ;  then  the  water  runs  out  through 
the  lower  trellices,  and  they  draw  out  t!ic  fish  with  baskets, 
each  according  to  the  land  he  cultivates,  and  cany  them 
to  it,  depositing  in  <\ach  hill  three  or  four  fishes,  and  in  these 
they  plant  their  maize,  which  grows  as  luxuriantly  therein 
as  thougli  it  Vv'ere  the  best  manure  in  the  world.  And  if 
they  do  not  lay  this  fish  therein,  the  maize  will  not  grow,  so 
that  such  is  the  nature  of  the  soil. 

New  Plymouth  lies  on  the  slope  of  a  hill  stretching  east 
towards  the  sea-coast,  wiih  a  broad  street  about  a  cannon 
shot  of  SOO  [yards]  long,  leading  down  the  hill  ;  with  a 
[street]  ciossing  in  the  middle,  northwards  to  the  rivulet 
and  southwards  to  the  land.  The  houses  are  constructed  of 
hewn  planks,  with  gardens  also  enclosed  behind  and  at  the 

»  Probably  in  tho  portion  of  this  letter  which  is  unlbrtunately  missing. 
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sidis  with  hewn  planks,  so  that  iheir  houses  and  court  yards 
tire  arran.iicd  in  very  good  order,  with  a  stockade  airairist  a 
sudden  attack  ;  and  at  the  ends  of  the  streets  th-'n-  arc  thrre 
■wooden  pates.  In  the  cenlre.on  the  cross  street,  stands  (lie 
Governor's  house,  before  ^vhich  is  a  square  enchjsure  iii>()!i 
wliich  Iburpatereros  [steen-stucken]  are  mounted, so  as  to 
flank  along  the  streets.  Upon  the  hill  they  have  a  lartr'^ 
square  house,  \\'ith  a  flat  roof,  made  of  thick  sawn  plank, stay- 
ed with  oak  beams,  upon  the  top  of  \\  hich  they  have  six  can- 
nons, which  shoot  iron  balls  of  four  and  five  pounds,  and 
connnand  the  surrounding  country.  The  lower  part  ihey 
use  for  their  church,  where  they  preach  on  Suntiays  and  tin- 
usual  holidays.  They  assemble  by  beat  of  drum,  cacli 
with  his  muslcet  or  firelock,  in  front  of  the  captain's  door  ; 
they  have  their  cloaks  on,  and  place  themselves  in  order, 
three  abreast,  and  are  led  by  a  sergeant  without  beat  of 
drum.  Behind  comes  the  Governor,  in  a  long  robe  ;  beside 
him,  on  the  rigiit  hand,  comes  the  preacher  with  his  cloak 
on,  and  on  the  lelt  hand  the  captain  vrilh  his  side  arms,  and 
oloak  on,  and  with  a  small  cane  in  his  hand, — and  so  they 
march  in  good  order,  and  each  sets  his  arms  down  near  him. 
Thus  they  are  constantly  on  their  guard  night  and  day. 

Their  government  is  after  the  English  form.  The  Gov- 
ernor has  his  council,  which  is  chosen  every  year  by  the 
entire  community,  by  election  or  prolongation  of  term.  In  in- 
heritances they  place  all  the  children  in  one  degree,  only  the 
eld(\<t  son  has  an  acknowledgment  ibr  his  seniority  of  birth. 
''J'hey  have  made  stringent  la^  s  and  ordinances  upon  the 
subject  of  fornication  and  adultery,  which  laws  they  main- 
tain and  enlbrce  very  strictly  indeed,  even  among  the 
tribes  which  live  amongst  them.  I'hey  [the  English] 
speak  very  ainrrily  when  they  hear  from  the  savages 
that  we  should  live  so  barbarously  in  these  respects,  and 
without  luinishmi'nl.  Their  larms  are  not  so  good  as  ours, 
because  they  arc  more  stony,  and  consequently  not  so  suit- 
able for  the  plough.  They  apportion  their  land  according 
as  each  has  m(>ans  to  contribute  to  the  Eighteen  Thousand 
Guilders  which  llicy  have  promised  to  those  who  had  sent 
them  out ;  \\  hereby  tliey  have  their  Irecdom  without  render- 
ing an  account  to  any  one ;  only  if  tlie  king  should  choose 
to  send  a  Governor  General  they  would  be  obliged  to  ac- 
knowledge him  as  sovereign  chief.  The  maize  seed  which 
they  do  not  require  for  thtir  own  use  is  delivered  over  to 
the  Governor,  at  three  guilders  the  bushel,  who  in  his  turn 
sends  it  in  sloops  to  the  north  for  the  trade  in  skins  among 
the  savages  ;  they  reckon  one  bushel  of  maize  against  one 
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pound  of  heaver's  skin  :  in  tlir  first  place,  a  division  is  made, 
accordins:  to  what  eacli  has  contributed,  and  tiiey  are  credit- 
ed for  the  amount  in  the  account  of  what  each  has  to  con- 
tribute yearly  towaids  the  reduction  of  his  obHjration.  Then 
with  the  remainder  they  purchase  what  next  they  require, 
and  which  the  Governor  tnkes  care  to  provide  every  year. 
They  have  better  means  of  iivins;  than  oursrlves,  because 
they  have  tlie  hsh  so  abundant  belore  their  doors.  There 
are  also  many  birds,  such  as  creese,  herons,  and  cranes,  and 
other  small-legged  birds,  which  are  in  great  abundance  there 
in  the  winter. 

The  tribes  in  their  neighborhood  have  all  the  same  cus- 
toms as  already  above  described,  only  they  are  better  con- 
ducted than  ours,  because  the  English  give  them  the  exam- 
ple of  better  ordinances  and  a  better  liie  ;  and  who  also,  to 
a  certain  degree,  give  them  laws,  by  means  of  the  respect 
they  from  the  very  first  have  established  amomrst  them. 

The  savaiTcs  [there]  practice  their  youth  in  labor  better 
than  the  savages  round  about  us  ;  the  young  girls  in  sowing 
maize,  the  young  men  in  hunting;  they  teach  them  to  en- 
dure privation  in  the  field  in  a  singular  manner,  to  wit : 

^Yhen  there  is  a  youth  who  begins  to  approach  manhood, 
he  is  taken  by  his  father,  uncle,  or  nearest  friend,  and  is 
conducted  blindfolded  into  a  wilderness,  in  order  that  he 
may  not  know  the  way.  and  is  left  there  by  night  or  other- 
wise, with  a  bow  and  arrows,  and  a  hatchet  and  a  knife. 
He  must  support  himself  there  a  whole  winter  with  what 
the  scanty  earth  furnishes  at  this  season,  and  by  hunting. 
Towards  the  spring  they  come  again,  and  fetch  liim  out  of 
it,  take  him  home  and  feed  him  up  again  until  ^lay.  He 
must  then  </o  out  ajiain  every  morning  with  the  [icrson  who 
is  ordered  to  take  him  in  hand  ;  he  must  go  into  the  forest 
to  seek  wild  herbs  and  roots,  v/hich  they  know  to  be  the 
most  poisonous  and  bitter:  these  they  bruise  in  water  and 
press  the  juice  out  of  them,  which  he  must  drink,  and  im- 
mediately have  ready  such  herbs  as  will  |)reserve  him  from 
death  or  vomitinir:  and  if  he  cannot  retain  it,  he  must  re- 
peat the  do>e  until  he  can  support  it.  nnd  until  his  constitu- 
tion becomes  accustomed  to  it  so  that  he  can  retain  it. 

Then  he  comes  home,  and  is  brought  by  the  men  and 
women,  all  singins:  f^nd  dancing,  before  the  Sackima ;  and 
if  he  has  been  able  to  stand  it  all  out  well,  and  if  he  is  fat 
and  sleek,  a  wife  is  given  to  him. 

In  that  district  there  are  no  lions  or  bears,  but  there  are 
the  same  kinds  of  other  game,  such  as  deers,  hinds,  beavers, 
otttrs,  foxes,  lynxes,  seals  and  fish,  as  m  our  district  of  coun- 
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try.  The  savajzes  s,a\  that  fat-  in  the  interior,  thore  are 
certain  hcasti  ot  tlio  ny^■  oi'  oxen,  having  but  one  horn. 
Avhioh  arc  very  riero'\  The.  Eisgli^-li  have  used  ;!:rcat  diU- 
gcnce  ill  order  to  sec  them,  but  eamiot  succeed  therein, 
altliough  they  ha\e  seen  the  flesh  aiid  hides  of  them  whirh 
Avere  brought,  to  them  by  the  savages.  There  are  also  very 
larce  elks  there,  which  the  Englisli  have  indeed  seen. 

The  lion  skins  v.-hieh  vv  e  sometimes  see  our  savages  wear, 
are  not  large,  sc  rhat  the  animal  itself  must  be  small  ; 
they  are  of  a  mouse-grey  eoJoui-,  short  in  the  hair,  and  long 
in  the  claws. 

The  bears  are  some  of  them  large  and  some  small ;  but 
the  largest  are  not  as  larire  as  the  middle-sized  ones  which 
come  i  vm  Greenland.  Their  fur  is  long  and  black,  and 
their  cla-'.vs  large.  The  savages  esteem  the  flesh  and  grease 
as  a  great  dainty. 

Of  the  birds,  there  is  a  kind  like  starlinirs.  which  we  call 
mrthr  fhicL-rs,  because  they  do  so  much  damage  to  it.  They 
fly  in  large  flocks,  se  that  they  flatten  the  corn  in  anyplace 
v-here  they  light,  just  as  if  cattle  had  lain  there.  Some- 
times we  take  them  by  surprise,  and  fire  amongst  them  with 
hail  shot,  immediately  that  we  have  made  them  rise,  so 
that  sixty,  seventy,  and  eighty  fall  all  at  once,  which  is  very 
pleasant  to  see. 

There  are  also  very  large  turkeys  livine  wild  ;  they  have 
very  long  legs,  and  can  run  extraordinarily  fast,  so  that  we 
generally  take  savages  with  us  when  we  go  to  hunt  tliem  ; 
for  even  when  one  has  deprived  them  of  the  power  of  flying. 
they  yet  run  so  fast  that  we  cannot  catch  them  unless  their 
legs  are  hit  also. 

In  the  autumn  and  in  the  spring  there  come  a  great  many 
gec'se,  Vvdiieh  are  very  good,  [to  eat,]  and  easy  to  shoot,  inas- 
much as  they  coni;regate  together  in  such  large  flocks. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  partridires  ;  the  one  sort  are  quite 

as  small  as  quails,  and  the  other  like  the  ordinary  kind  here. 

There  are  also  haj-es,  but  few  in  luimber,  and  not  larger 

than  a  middle-sized  rabbit ;  and  they  principally  frequent 

where  the  land  is  rocky. 

This,  sir,  is  what  1  have  beeji  able  to  communicate  to  you 
from  memory,  respecting  New  Netherland  and  its  neighbor- 
hood, in  discharge  of  my  boundm  duty;  I  beg  that  the 
same  may  so  be  favorably  received  by  you,  and  I  beg  to  re- 
commend myself  inr  such  further  service  as  you  may  be 
pleased  to  command  me  in.  wherever  you  may  iind  me. 
In  every  lhin<:r  vour  faiihliil  servant. 

■;  "  iSAAtlv  DE  RASIERES. 
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NOTE 


TuE  following  details  have  been  chiefly  collected  from  Wassenaer's  II's- 
TORiscHE  Vekhael,  (Amst.,  1C21— 1632,)  a  work  I  have  lately  met  witli  in 
London,  and  which,  I  believe,  has  hitherto  been  unknown  to  our  historians. 
I  hove  merely  endeavored  to  arrange  them  in  a  chronological  order,  without 
jiretending  to  attempt  a  finished  narrative.  : 

JOHN   ROMEYJf  BRODHEAD. 
Loudon,  I2ik  October,  1848. 
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The  Charter  of  the  Dutch  West  India  Company,  which 
passed  the  Great  Seal  of  ihe  States  General  on  the  3d  day 
of  June,  1621,  anionL"-  other  things  ordained,  that  for  the 
term  of  twenty- four  years  from  the.  tirst  day  of  July,  iG21, 
(when  the  charter  took  eifect,)  none  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  United  Netherlands  should  be  permitted  to  sail  to,  or 
from,  or  to  tratfic  on  ihe  coast  of  the  countries  in  North 
i\mcrica,  except  in  the  name  of  the  newly  incorporated 
Company ;  but  at  the  same  time  it  provided  that  such  par- 
ties as  had.  before  the  granting  of  the  Charter,  l)ecn  en- 
gaged in  tradinic  to  those  countries,  might  continue  such 
trade,  and  tlnish  their  voyages. 

Twelve  years  had  now  passed  away  since  Ilendrick 
Hudson  first  navigated  the  "  Half-Moon"  up  the  "  Great 
River  of  the  Mountains^  from  Sandy  Hook  to  about  Alba- 
ny. During  this  period  ship  a'ter  ship  had  sailed  Jrom  Hol- 
land to  the  newl\  discovered  region,  and  had  biouyht  back 
to  their  enterprising  owners  flattering  accounts  ot  the  situa- 
tion and  commercial  advantages  oi  "  Nkw  Netiiekland." 
Among  the  tirst  to  follow  Hudson,  was  Hendrick  Christian- 
sen, of  CKm^".  On  his  return  from  a  voyage  to  the  AVest 
Indies  he  hapjiened  to  lind  himself  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  "Iliver  of  the  ^lountains :"  but  because  his  ship  was 
heavily  ladim,  and  a  vessel  from  ^lonichendam  had  lately 
been  lost  near  there,  he  did  not  venture  to  go  into  the  Bay 
at  that  time,  reserving  the  enter[)rise  for  a  I'uture  occasion. 
So,  soon  afterwards,  in  coni[)aiiy  with  Adriacn  liluck,  he 
chartered  a  vessel  commanded  by  Captain  Rijser,  and  per- 
formed a  voyage  to  tlu-  newly  diseovtred  coiimry.  Tlie 
comradi'S  at'terwards  n^visited  ihe  couiUry  in  M'j);ir.ite  ves- 
sels:— Christiansen   in   the    •'Fortune,"    ami  l>lock    in   llie 
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"Tiger,"  and  explored  the  coasts  of  Loiif^  Island  an<l  its 
neighborhood ;  leaving  their  names  upon  some  of  the 
islands  near  Montauk  Point,  as  memorials  of  their  ent'i-- 
prise.  Block's  ship,  however,  being  accidently  burned,  h.- 
immediately  set  about  constructing  a  yacht  of  about  i»; 
tons  burthen,  in  which  he  minutely  explored  the  coa^t  of 
Cotmecticut  and  the  neigldiorhood  as  far  as  Cape  Cud. 
This  }acht  he  left  on  the  coast  for  further  use,  on  his  return 
to  Holland.  But  Christiaiisen,  atter  making  several  voy- 
ages in  his  own  ship,  perceived  the  necessity  of  a  perma- 
nent factor  residing  among  the  Indians.  He  fher(;forc. 
transferred  his  vessel  to  his  conu-ade  Block,  and  remained 
at  Manhattan;  turning  his  attention  to  the  fur  trade  ot  thf 
country;  visiting  the  neighboring  tribes  in  his  ^^hallops ; 
and  erecting  trading  houses,  one  near  Albany  and  the  oiIkt 
on  MaidiattiHi.  ibr  the  protection  of  the  enterprise.  Block, 
on  his  return  to  Holland,  cnrried  with  birn  two  sons  of  In- 
dian Chiefs  in  New  Netherland.  These  young  savaires, 
who  are  described  as  being  very  stupid,  yet  adepts  enontrh 
in  knavery,  were  named  Orson  and  ]  a  If  n  tine.  Orson,  espe- 
cially, was  exceedingly  wicked,  and  sometime  after  his  re- 
turn to  his  own  country  he  was  the  cause  of  Ilendiick 
Christiansen's  death  ;  but  vengeance  swiftly  followed,  and 
the  youno:  savage  was  shot  by  the  Hollanders  for  his  trea- 
chery. Block,  the  comrade  of  Christiansen,  afterwards 
went  into  the  service  of  the  "  Northern  Oompanij,"  and 
was,  in  December,  16-24,  in  command  of  a  fleet  of  several 
ships  employed  in  the  whale  fishery.  Other  vessels  were- 
soon  di'si)atched  from  Holland.  The  "  Little  Fox,"'  Caj)- 
tain  John  De  Witt,  and  the  "Nightingale,"  Captain  Tliy'< 
Voiekertsen,  ot"  Amsterdam,  as  well  as  the  "Fortune."  Cap- 
tain Cornelis  Jacobsen  May,  of  Hoorn,  follo\\ing  the  tragic 
of  Chri.>tiansen  and  Block,  were  severally  sent  to  explore  the 
coast,  and  trafiic  with  the  Indians  on  the  /t/rer  of  the  Monn- 
tniiis,  which  now  received  the  name  of  "  INIaurit  ius,"  in 
honor  of  Prince  "  Maurice,"  of  Nassau.  The  pros[K'ct  ol 
trade  now  opened  brightly;  and,  accorditiiily,  the  several 
owners  of  these  vessels  united  themselves  into  a  tradinir 
company  :  and  taking  along  with  them  "figurative  maps" 
of  the  newly  disci. vcred  lands,  they  Went  to  the  Hague  to 
describe  the  resulls  of  their  enterprises  in  America,  and  to 
ask  from  the  States  GoMeral  a  monopoly  of  the  trallic  in 
that  region. 

The  application  was  favorably  received,  and  on  the  Uth 
of  October,  1(»1-1,  the  States  fieneral  granted  to  these  asso- 
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elated  ship-owners  the  exclusive  privilege  of  tradinq:  to 
^  NeV)  Netlierlandr  as  it  was  named  in  the  grant,  for  three 
yt'ars  more,  coinmeiiciiig  on  the  1st  of  January,  U515. 
Availing  themselves  ot  this  authority,  they  continufd  their 
adventures;  and  in  Au2:ust,  IGIG,  Cajitain  Cornells  Hen- 
dricksen  reported,  in  person,  to  the  States  General  at  the 
Hague,  the  result  of  the  explorations  of  the  little  yacht 
"  Restless,"  which  Block  had  built  at  ^Manhattan,  to  take 
the  place  of  his  ship  the  '•  Tiger,"  which  had  been  acci- 
dentally burned.  The  States  General,  however,  havinic  in 
view  the  establishment  of  a  grand  Commercial  Company, 
M'ith  plenary  powers,  were  not  disposed  to  grant  any  more 
long  trading-  monopolies  to  the  ship-owners  of  iVmsterdam ; 
but  they  did  not  object  to  accord  specilic  licenses  tor  sepa- 
rate voyages.  Accordimrly,  upon  the  expiration  of  the  ori- 
ginal grant,  the-ship  "  Sc/ieki"  was  despatched  to  the  Island 
of  Manhnttan  in  October,  1(518;  and  the  next  year  the 
"  Bh/de  Bootscha/i"  under  the  command  of  Cornells  Jacob- 
sen  iMay.  But  in  the  autunui  of  10:30,  upon  the  owners  of 
IMay's  ship  jictitioninir  tor  a  further  exclusive  trading  ])ri- 
vilege,  the  States  General  peremptorily  refused  their  assent. 
Nor  did  the  vStates  General  look  with  more  favor  upon 
the  application  which  the  Amsterdam  Trading  Comjjany 
made  to  them  on  the  12th  of  February,  1G20.  in  bchalt"  of 
the  "  Biou-iiists"  of  Leyden,  who,  under  iiobinson  their 
preacher,  were  desirous  to  go  to  "New  Nethcrland"  to 
teach  the  faith  of  the  Cross  to  the  savajjes,  and  to  ctilonize 
a  "  Nf.u'  Eah'ire"  on  the  shores  of  the  Hudson,  under  the 
auspices  and  protection  of  the  Prince  of  Oranye  and  I'heir 
High  ]Mi<;htinesses.  The  statesmen  of  Holland  by  this 
time  entertained  too  large  and  ambitious  designs,  to  listen 
to  the  modest  petition  of  the  Amsterdam  Company.  They 
had  in  view  the  establishment  of  a  grand  Comnu  reial  Mo- 
no[)oly,  wliose  concentrated  capital  and  encruy  should  not 
only  direct  the  colonization  of  the  I)iitfh  discoveries  in 
America,  but  should  also  assist  the  State  in  crushing  the 
pride  of  Spain.  They  therelbre,  alter  repeated  delibera- 
tions, tinally  resolved,  on  the  11th  of  April,  1020,  to  reject 
the  prayer  of  the  mcmcjj-ialists.  And  thus,  re])elled  by  the 
policy  of  the  Hague,  the  I'uritans  soon  aiterwarus  hdt 'their 
home  at  Leyden,  and  embarked  in  the  "  Mai/Jhjicer"  under 
the  banner  of  St.  Geoi'ge  ;  and  thus  ihey  came  to  plant  on 
the  barren  shores  of  New  riymouth  the  institutions  which 
it  had  been  their  pur[)ose  to  cultivate  in  the  more  genial 
regions  of  New  Netherhuid. 
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The  We«t  India  Conripaiiy.  however,  from  various  cfni-^fs, 
was  uiiaiiie  to  corrurience  its  oprirations,  or  to  u?ul<rt.'tk<- 
tlif^  trade  to  New  I\ethc-iia>id,  until  two  years  ul'lir  ii  l.a,! 
received  its  Charter.  B.Jt  (hifia.^  this  intervjil.  mv»  r.il 
ships,  one  of  which  was  the  "'White  Dove,''  Captain  .I;uis 
llouton,  were  dea},'atched  to  the  iSiorih  and  ^^outh  ilivcrs 
under  special  licenses  i'roin  the  States  General;  in  each  <<r 
which  it  was,  hov^ever,  specially  provided  that  the  respec- 
tive vessels  were  to  veturn  to  Holland  before  the  ]st  of  July, 
1022,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  projected  arranLrc 
meats  of  the  West  India  Company.  The  particulars  re- 
specting these  special  grants  are  to  be  found  in  the  "iba.- 
LANu  DocL-.MExis"  in  the  iSecretary  of  State's  Oiiice  at 
Albany. 

According  to  Wap3snai:r,  writing  in  February,  10-24,  ma- 
ny of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Provinces  had  in  for- 
jvj'V  ye.'trs  traded  to  the  coasrs  of  America  North  of  A'ir- 
ginia,  and  had  a'so  built  for  the  security  and  protection  of 
their  traders  a  *'  Castle,"  called  Fort  Nassau,  upon  an 
island  in  about  42  degrees  of  North  latitude,  on  the  ''North 
side"  of  the  Uiver  of  the  jMountains,  subsequently  n;inied 
the  River  Mauritius.  But  as  the  neighboring  Indian  trilies 
showed  some  discontent,  and  as  the  inland  country  was 
very  springy,  so  much  so  that  the  waters  settling  down- 
wards fi'om  thence  towards  the  river,  often  overflowed  the 
surrounding  countiy,  as  v/ell  as  inundated  Fort  Nassau 
itself,  the  Fort  was  eventually  abandoned  and  suifered  to 
go  to  decay.  Perhaps  the  intention  to  found  a  permanent 
colony  lower  down  the  river,  among  the  Ma/iikaiis,  had 
also  some  influence.  This  ^vas  the  Fort  on  Castle  Iskuul. 
just  below  Albany,  which  ^Joulton  says  was  abandoned  in 
the  year  10J7.  The  name  of  "Fort  Nassau,"  is  to  be 
found  on  one  of  the  Fi^uratii-e  Maps  discovered  in  the 
archives  at  tin-  Hague — fac-similies  of  which  are  now  in 
the  Secretary  of  State's  oiiice  at  Albany. 

In  Jun.\  1(1^3,  (according  to  Wa^sf.xaer.)  the  Directors  of 
the  West  India  Com])any,  linding  that  tlie  inhabitants  of  ilie 
Netherlands  had,  in  contonnity  with  the  decree  of  the 
States  Geiifral,  given  up  visiting  the  coasts  of  Amerii'a. 
despatched  tliiiher  three  sliips — "The  Orange  Tree,"  "Tlie 
Eagle,"  and  '* 'I'he  Love,"  for  the  purpose  of  maintaiiumr 
the  cause  of  tradie.  and  in  the  hope  of  realizing  their  lir.-t 
returns.  In  the  sprinii-  oi' the  same  year,  the  Directors  al-o 
equipped  a  ship  ol  i;{0  lasts  (200  tons)  burthen,  called  the 
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AV'w  Netherhind,  the  corniiuuul  of  vvliich  they  entrusted  to 
tin-  exp*rieiicecl  Cai)t:un  Coniflis  Jacol)-<rii  May,  ur.d  ilcs- 
patclied  it  with  a  company  of  thirty  iamilJes,  chieiiy  Tl  r//- 
loons — who  probaidy,  discontented  with  the  result  of  their 
application,  tlie  year  bctore,  to  Carleton  tlie  English  Ambas- 
sador at  the  Hague,  for  permission  to  settle  m  A'iiginia, 
now  resolved  to  go  out  under  Dutch  auspices — in  order  to 
found  a  colony  on  the  rivcis  of  New  Netherland.  The  ship 
sailed  from  Holland  in  the  beginning  of  March,  102.'^,  and, 
shaping  her  course  by  the  Caiuiry  Islands,  arrived  at  the 
liiver  Mauritius  (the  Hudson)  in  the  begii.niiig  of  jMav. 
On  arriving  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  they  found  a  Freneh- 
num  lying  there,  who  wished  to  set  up  the  arms  ol'  the  King 
of  France.  But  this  the  Hollanders  would  not  allow  him 
to  do,  for  fear  of  disobeying  the  orders  of  the  States  Gen- 
eral and  of  the  West  India  Company,  and  of  frustrating 
their  designs.  They  accordincly  manned  a  yacht  called  the 
"  Machareir  which  had  returned  Irom  up  the  river  where 
she  had  been  trading,  and  conveyed  the  Frenchman  to  sea. 
This  Frenchman  wished  to  do  the  same  thing  on  the  South 
River,  but  he  was  repulsed  in  a  similar  manner  by  the  set- 
tlers there. 

This  having  been  accomplished,  the  ''New  Netherland'' 
sailed  44  miles*  up  the  river  to  "  Castle  Island"'  in  the  jSIay- 
kans  country,  near  which  a  Ibrt  with  four  bastions,  named 
"Fort  Orange,"  had  been  thrown  u|)  and  completed.  They 
immediately  commenced  farming  operations,  and  before  the 
Mackarel  returned,  the  corn  was  alniost  as  high  as  a  man ; 
so  that  they  got  bravely  along.  The  head  manager  at  Fort 
Orange  was  the  Honorable  Daniel  van  Krieckebccck,  lor 
brevity's  sake  called  Beech ;  and  he  performed  his  duties  so 
satisfactorily  that  he  received  a  vote  of  thanks. 

On  Prince's  Lsland,  Ibrmerly  called  "  JMurderer's  Island," 
they  had  also  built  a.  fort  which  they  named  "  Wilhehnus" 
flat  in  front,  and  with  a  ''curtain''  in  the  rear,  which  was 
garrisoned  by  sixteen  men  for  the  defence  of  the  river  be- 
low. The  yacht  INiackarel  sailed  from  Holland  on  the  16th 
of  June,  1032,  and  arrived  in  New  Nrtlieiland  on  the  12th 
of  December  following-,  which  was  thought  to  be  rather  a 
long  voya',^e  ;  but  she  hjst  a  great  deal  of  time  at  the  Wild 
Islands,  where  she  stopped  to  n"sh,  with  very  little  luck.f 

•  Dutch  miles, equal  to  about  l.l-l  Fz-siisli  milrs. 

t  The  "  .Mackfkel"  was  about  (iO  tons  bur-lifii— and  havincr  rcturnctl  to  IIol- 
land,  she  sailed  from  the  Texel  on  tht;  Hoih  vt'  A[iiil,  1C2."), laden  with  nercssa- 
ries  ior  New  Xrtherland  ;  and  two  days  afterwards  she  was  captured  and  taken 
into  Dunkirk  as  a  prize. 
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Tlio  "  Nf'w  Xrtherlaiid,"  on  her  return  to  HoH.-ind.  c-- 
porfed  tliJil  the  colonists  were  ])rogres.sing  satisl'actoiil-v , 
and  were  cultivating  friendly  relations  with  tlir-  al»()riL'iii<->. 
'I'he  trade  in  peltries  all  now  enuring  to  the  benefit  ol'  ih'- 
\Vest  India  Company,  the  cargo  ol'  valuable  beaver  and 
other  skins  which  the  ship  broutrht  back  to  Anisteniain, 
added  over  28.000  guilders  to  its  coflers. 

In  the  meantime,  Cornelis  Jacobsen  May,  of  Hoorn,  re- 
mained in  New  A^etherland.  as  the  First  Director  of  the 
infant  colony.  His  administration  continued  during  th<- 
year  1624;  and  the  capacity  of  the  country  for  cultivation 
and  production  having  by  this  time  become  favorably 
known  to  the  Directors  of  the  West  India  Company,  they 
resolved  to  imjirove  it.  Accordingly  in  the  sprintr  of  ]f)2."», 
J'ctcr  Evertsrrt  Jlulft,  one  of  tlu^*  u, embers  of  t lie  Boaril. 
h;i\ing  undertaken  to  convey  to  the  colony,  at  his  own  risk. 
.such  necessary  articles  as  should  be  otlered  for  the  pur- 
pose, two  ships  each  of  1 40  lasts  (280  tons)  burthen,  were  {)ro- 
vided  and  loaded  with  cargoes  consisting  of  a  hundred  an.l 
three  head  of  cattle;  among  which  were  stallions.  n)fii-es, 
bulls  and  cows,  for  breeding,  as  well  as  swine  and  sheep. 
These  beasts  wei-e  all  very  well  provided  for  on  ship  board — 
almost  as  well  as  on  shore.  Each  one  had  his  own  stall, 
arranged  with  a  flooring  of  sand — which  was  laid  upon  a 
deck  constructed  specially  in  the  vessel.  Under  this  deck 
each  ship  carried  three  hundred  tons  of  fresh  \vater  for  the 
use  of  the  cattle.  Hay  and  straw  were  also  provided  in 
abundance  for  the  voya2:e  ;  and  all  kinds  of  seed,  plouirhs 
and  I'arminir  im[)lements  were  put  on  board  for  the  colony. 
Ilultl  also  addiKl  a  third  ship  to  the  expedition,  in  order 
that  then;  should  be  no  lack  of  means  to  carry  out  the  en- 
terprise he  had  undertaken. 

Along  with  these  vessels,  there  also  went  a  yacht,  fitted 
out  by  the  Directors  of  the  Company  on  their  own  account. 
.She  carried  out  six  families,  with  their  household  furniture, 
and  also  s«'veral  unmarried  ])eo|)le.  so  that  forty-hve  new 
eonieiw  wpre  tlin<  atlderi  fo  the  colonv.  The  beasts,  two  u\ 
whicli  only  died  on  llie  pas-auc  were,  on  ili.ir  arrivaL 
landed  on'.\o/r/(  Jshnnl.  bui.  lliere  l.ein-  no  -ra/.in-  uronnd 
tor  theiu  al  ihat  spot,  they  were.  a.  day  or-  two  attei-\\  ard>. 
taken  by  shallops  and  hariies  to  Mniilifitlini.  where  tlie\ 
eventually  throve  very  well,  though  some  twenty,  in  all, 
were  lost. 

The  colony  had,  in  U\'2'i,  increased  to  two  hundred  souls, 
and  Cornells  Jacobsen  May  w^as  succeeded  by  William  \  an 
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Iluht,  as  the  Second  Director  o\  i'Vew  Nctlicrland,  Van 
Hulst's  administiarior,,  r.cnvevcr,  like  thar  of  his  predeces- 
sor, lasted  only  ouo  year  ;  at  rhe  end  of  ^v!jich  he  returned 
to  Holland. 

Pursuinir  their  desitrn  to  found  a  stable  colony  in  Ame- 
rica, the  Directors  of  the  West  India  Con^pany  now  des- 
patched Peter  Minuit,  of  Vvesel.  to  assanie  the  chief  com- 
mand in  New  Netheriaod  as  its  Thii'd  Di'-ector.  He  sailed 
from  Hollan'l,  acconlin^ly,  on  the  'Jth  of  Jar>uary,  1G2G,  in  the 
ship  Sca-Jfeiv,  Capfaiu  Adruten  Joris,  and  arrived  at  Man- 
hattan on  the  4th  of  May  following. 

Soon  attervv'ards.  the  ship  "Arms  of  Amsterdam"  was 
despatched  from  Holland,  having  on  board  Isaack  de  Ra- 
siei'es,  a  prot^gi  of  Islv.  B!ommaert,  one  of  the  Directors  of 
the  Company.  The  '*  Arms  of  Amsterdant^  arrived  in  New 
Netherland  on  the  27th  of  Joiy,  1620  ;*  and  very  soon  after- 
wards Director  Minuit  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  natives, 
by  which  they  ceded  Manuattan  Island  to  the  Dutch  for 
the  sum  oi  sixty  guilders.  This  vessel  sailed  on  her  return 
voyage  from  the  river  Mauritius  on  the  23d  September, 
1620,  and  arrived  in  Holland  on  the  4th  of  November  ibl- 
lowing,  laden  with  a  valuable  cargo  of  peltries  in  charge  of 
Peter  Barentsen,  the  Indian  trader.  De  Ilasieres  remained 
in  the  colony  as  second  in  command,  and  secretary  under 
IMinuit ;  anct  no  time  was  lost  in  jiroviding  lor  the  perma- 
nent security  of  the  settlement.  A  fort  was  accordingly 
staked  out  Ijy  the  engineer,  ?'lr.  Krijii  Frcderijchc,  on  the 
southern  point  of  Manhattan  Island,  to  which  they  gave  in 
advance,  the  name  '^  Fort  Amsterdam^  The  company's 
Corn/jfoir,  or  counting  house,  was  held  in  a  stone  building 
with  a  thatched  roof;  the  other  houses  were  cliiclly  con- 
structed of  the  bark  of  trees.  The  Director  and  Jvoopman, 
resided  toijellier ;  and  there  were  about  thirty  ordinary 
houses  clustered  along  the  east  side  of  the  river.  The 
other  officers  of  the  colony  were  Jan  Lernpo,  schout,  or  she- 
riff, and  Schc/stiaeji  Jansen  KroL  and  Jan  Jliujch,  comforters 
of  the  sick,  {Ixranck-besoeckers)  who,  on  Sundays,  for  want  of 
a  regular  clergyman,  read  to  the  people  certain  texts  of 
Scripture,  and  the  creed.  Frances  Moelcmacker  was  at  the 
same  time  em]doyed  in  building  a  horse  mill,  with  a  spa- 
cious room  above,  to  serve  for  a  iarge  congregation  ;  and  a 
tower  was  also  to  be  erected,  in  which  the  bells  brought 
from  Porto  Rico  were  intended  to  be  hung. 

•  .See  letter  of  Dt-  Kasieres  '.o  Blosiiinaeri. 
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Every  per?on  in  New  Ixethcrland  vend'^red  some  public 
service  ;  tliey  wore  as  industrious  as  tlie  Hollanders  at  home; 
one  traded  with  the  natives  southward  and  norrhward, — 
another  built  houses — a  third  cultivated  tlie  land.  Plach 
husi)andman  had  his  own  farm  upon  the  Company's  land, 
and  was  also  i'urnished  with  cows,  the  milk  of  which  M'jts 
his  own  profit.  The  houses  of  the  Hollanders  were  all,  at 
that  time,  outside  of  the  fort ;  but  as  soon  as  that  should  be 
completed  they  intended  to  reside  vvithin  its  walls,  so  as  to 
be  secure  from  a  sudden  attack.  Ir  was  also  intended  to 
abandon  th'  fort  on  the  South  River,  andtransi'er  the  people 
there  to  i\ianhatt;ui.  At  Fort  Orange.  Vvdiich  was  tlien  the 
furthest  point  north  at  whioh  the  Hollanders  had  traded, 
fifteen  or  sixteen  men  only  were  to  be  left ;  the  rest  were 
to  come  down  the  river. 

It  happened  this  year  (lOCG)  that  fhe  Alaijkai^s.  rnakine; 
war  upon  the  ?dii(iuas,  asked  the  assistance  of  the  comman- 
der nt  Fort  Orance  with  six  other  men.  Commander  Kriecke- 
beeck  having  accordingly  gone  with  them  about  a  mile  from 
the  fort,  they  met  the  Maquas,  who  fell  upon  them  so  warmly 
with  a  discharge  of  arrows,  that  the  party  was  put  to  flight, 
and  many  of  them  were  slain.  '  Among  the  slain  were  the 
ConnnanderKrieckebeeck,  and  three  of  his  men,  one  of  whom. 
Tymen  Boarnscv,  was  eaten  by  the  savages  after  he  had 
been  vs'ell  roasted.  The  others  were  burnt ;  and  the  remains 
of  the  Commander  and  two  of  his  men  were  buried  side  by 
side.  Three  of  the  party  escaped  by  fliglit ;  two  of  M'hom 
were  Portuguese,  and  one  a  Hollander  from  Hoorn.  One 
of  tlie  Portuguese  was  hit  ir.  the  back  by  an  arrow  as  he 
was  swimming  for  his  life.  A  leg  and  an  arm  of  the  vic- 
tiii.s  were  carried  home  by  the  savaues  to  be  distributed 
among  tlunr  families  as  evidences  that  they  had  conquered 
liiL'ir  adversaries. 

.Some  days  alter  this  occurrence,  Pieter  Barentsen,  who 
liad  b(;eu  in  the  habit  of  visiting  this  region  in  trading  shal- 
lops, arrived  at  l  ort  Orange.  The  savages  excused  their 
conduct,  on  the  ground  that  they  had  done  nothing,  on  their 
pari,  against  the  whites;  and  they  demanded  the  reason 
why  the  whites  had  meddled  with  them,  which,  if  they  had 
not  done,  such  an  event  would  not  have  happened. 

There  beimr  nov/  no  commander  at  the  post,  Director 
Minuit  ordered  Picipr  Barentsen  to  remain  in  tliat  capacity 
at  Fort  Orange,  j'hcrc  were  at  this  time  eight  fainili*'' 
tliere,  and  ten  or  twelve  sailors  in  the  service  of  the  Com- 
pany.     The  families,  hov.-ever,   were   directed  to  remove 
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from  Fort  Orange  during  the  year,  leaving  the  post  to  be 
garrisoned  by  sixteen  men  without  any  \vonien<-  This  was 
done  for  the  purpose  of  st;ren<?thcning  the  chief  colony  at 
Manhattati  with  householders;  where  the  Indians  were 
b)'  this  time  becoming  more  and  more  accustomed  to  the 
presence  of  foreigners,  'i  he  Fort  on  the  South  Iliver 
was  also  abandoned,  about  this  time,  in  order  to  concentrate 
as  much  strength  as  possible  at  i\Ianhattau ;  and  for  econ- 
omy's sake  a  single  yacht,  only,  was  to  be  employed  in  trad- 
ing in  that  quarter. 

To  the  norih  of  the  colony  were  the  Sicli€7ia7ies,  living 
between  the  "  Beowxist.s"  (the  Puritans  ol"  Plymouth)  and 
the  Hollanders.  The  chief  of  this  tribe  had  shortly  before 
this  period  made  a  treat}'  with  Pieter  Barentsen,  to  trade 
with  no  one  but  Vv-ith  him.  Jaques Elekes,  had  imprisoned  this 
chief  on  board  his  yacht  in  the  year  1G22,  and  had  made 
him  pay  one  hundred  and  lorty  fathoms  of  sewan,  by  way 
of  ransom.  For  this  reason  the  chief  now  distrusted  every 
one  but  Barentsen. 

This  Pieter  Barentsen  was  well  acquainted  with  all  the 
neighboring  tribes  of  Indians.  He  traded  not  only  with  the 
Sickcnanes,  to  whom  all  the  tribes  on  the  northern  coast 
were  tributary,  but  also  with  the  Sinn-^cox,  Wapenox,  Ma- 
quacs  and  jlai'cans.  He  visited  all  these  Indians  in  shallops, 
and  traded  with  them  for  furs  and  peltries  in  great  friend- 
ship. He  came  back  to  Holland  in  November,  1G2G,  in  the 
ship  Arms  of  Amsterdam.  Captain  Adriaeu  Joris,  in  charge 
of  a  valuable  cargo ;  and  bringing  the  interesting  intelli- 
gence of  tliC  purchase  of  Tvianhattan  Island,  and  of  the  pros- 
perity of  the  colony. 

In  the  month  of  October,  1G28,  tv/o  ships  which  had  been 
despatched  from  New  Netherland  by  Director  JMinuit,  ar- 
rived in  Amsterdam,  laden  with  furs  and  sliip  timber  for  the 
West  India  Company.  One  of  these  vessels  was  the  "  Three 
Kings,"  captain  Jan  .lacobsen,  of  Weirineen,  and  the  other, 
the  ^' J^rins  of  Awsterdmn,"  captain  Adriacn  Joris.  ^\'hen 
these  ships  left  ?,iauhattau  on  the  19th  of  August,  1G28,  the 
government  of  New  Netherland  was  administered  by  "  JMin- 
uit, the  successor  of  Van  llulst,"  who,  as  betbre  stated,  went 
out  from  Holland  on  the  Dlh  of  January,  1G2G.  Fort  Am- 
sterdam was  now  completed  ;  having  four  bastions,  and  be- 
ing entirely  faced  with  stone.  The  colony  now  num- 
bered two  hundred  and  seventy  souls,  including  men,  women 
and  children,  who  still  resided  outside  of  the  fort,  without 
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any  ppprchcnslons  of  the  Indiaus,  with  -.vhoni  they  jivrd  oa 

friendly  terms.  *. 

Tlio  colonists  subsi^!:rcl  chleily  by  their  farmiTicr ;  tlic  oe-  "■ 

ficiency  b'--in?  supplied  by  ibe  West  India  Company.  | 

Their  winter  corn  had  turned  out.  very  well ;  but  thr-  f 

summer  corn,  beinir  prematurely  ripened  by  the  excessive  | 

heat,  was  very  meagre.     The  cattle   that  had  been  sent  t 

there  throve  well ;  and  every  thing  wore  a  prosperous  a])-  | 

pearance.  | 

At  Fort  Oranfre,  there  were  now  no  families  remaining,  !■ 

as  they  had  all  been  transferred  down  r.he  river  to  Manhat-  I 

tan.     Tweuij-live  o;-  twenty-six  traders,  however,  still  oc-  » 

cupied  the  post  unde-"  the  direction  of  Sebaitiaen  Jans<'n  :l 

Krol,  formerly  Kra:ich-lesoccker  (comforter  of  the   sick)  at  I 

Manhattan,  who  was  .sent  to  Fort  Orange  in  162G,  when  | 

Peter  Barentsen  left  ou  his  return  to  Holland.     By  order  of  I 

the  West  India  Company,  e.11  their  people  who  v.'erc  former-  | 

ly  on  the  South  River,  had  also  now  deserted  that  region,  | 

retaining  there  only  a  single  trading  vessel.  | 

In  the  beginning  of  1G28,  a  war  broke  out  between  the  | 

Maikans  near  Fort  Orange  and  the  Maquacs,  but  the  latter  | 
killed  and  captured  most  of  the  Mailcans,  and  expelled  the  | 

remnant,  who  settled  them_selves  towards  the  north,  near 
the  Fresh  River,  (the  Connecticut.)  so  called,  where  they 
began  to  till  the  ground ;  and  thus  there  was  now  an  end  ot 
war  in  that  region. 
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HUDSON'S  VOYAGE   IN   1609 


EXTRACT 


'  VeRHAEL  van  DE  EERSTE  ScHIP-VAERT  HEK  HoLLANDSCHE  ENDE  ZeEUSCIIE  ScUEPFff 

DOOR  't  Way-Gat  by  Noorden,  Ncorwfgex,  Moscotien,  ende  TAnxAniE.v 

CM,  NA  DE   CONINCKRYCKEN  CaTHAY  ENDE  ClIIXA  :    &.C.  &C. :    'X  AmSTKUDIM, 

TooR  JoosT  Hartgers,  &C.     16  IS,  ill  4°." 

TRAXPMiTTED  TO  THE 
H.  y.  BISTOHICAL  SOCIKTY,  BY  DR.  M.  F.  A.  CAMPBKU,.  AT  TIIR  UAOUB. 


IRANrr-ATF.D  BY 


J.     ROMEYN     BRODHEAD, 


(\    ;      >;  '  /,  0 


NOTE. 


Mr.  CiMrsELL,  the  Deputy  Librarian  at  the  Hague,  one  of  the  Corre?ponJ- 
in2  Members  of  the  New  York  Historical  Soriety,  has  just  spiit  me,  for  cornmur.i- 
cation  to  the  Society,  an  interesting  extract  from  a  siiiail  quarto  volume  in  Dutch, 
recently  purchased  for  the  Royal  Library,  entitled,  "  Verkael  van  de  eersfe  Sclr.tJ- 
vaert  der  IloUandsche  ende  Zeeusche  Schepen  door  't  IVay-Gat  hij  Koordcn, 
Nnonregen,  JIusrovieii,  ende  Tiiriarien  om,  na  de  Conivckryckeii  Cathay  etidf 
China:   cj-c,  tj-c.  ;   7  Amsterdam,  roor  Joost  ITartgtrs,  <j-r.  iG4S,  in  4to." 

'i'his  extract,  which  contains  a  condensed  and  hitherto  unnoticed  account  of 
Henry  Hudson's  voyage  of  discovery  in  1609,1  have  translated  from  the  Dutch 
as  literally  as  possible — preferring  faitluulness  to  elegance — and  trust  that  it  may 
be  thought  worthy  a  place  in  the  "  Collections"  of  the  Society.  It  will  be  in- 
teresting to  compare  this  extract  with  the  Journal  of  Hudson's  voyage,  kept  by 
Ror.EKT  JcET,  given  at  page  320  of  the  First  Volume  of  the  Second  Series  of  our 
Collections. 

J.  FcOMEYN   BRODHEAJJ. 

London,  Itk  November,  1848. 


EXTRACT. 


[After  giving  details  of  the  three  expeditions  despatched 
under  the  direction  of  William  Barentsen,  to  discover  a 
northern  passage  to  Asia,  the  Narrative  continues,  (on  page 
40,)  as  folio w.s  :— ] 

Tins*  and  all  tlie  former  expeditions  not  having  yet  prov- 
ed successful,  the  Directors  of  the  chartered  East  India  Com- 
pany therefore,  in  the  last  of  ^larch,  1G09,  again  despatched, 
fov  the  purpose  of  exploring  the  ]Kissage  to  China  by  the 
north-east  or  north-west,  the  skilful  and  experienced  'Eng- 
lish pilot,  Henry  Hudson,  with  a  fly-boat  well  provided,  and 
manned  with  twenty  men,  as  well  English  as  Netherlanders. 
as  is  to  be  seen  by  the  sequel. 

This  IJenry  Hudson  sailed  from  the  Texel  on  the  Gth  of 
April,  1609.  1  le  doubled  the  Capo  of  Norway  on  the  5th  of 
May,  and  held  his  course  towards  Nova  Zembla,  along  the 
North  Coast ;  but  he  found  the  sea  there  so  full  of  ice,  as  he 

'  '         ■  '  •  The  expediiion  of  1596. 
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bad  found  it  the-  year  before,  tliai:  tiipy  were  obliged  to  aban- 
don all  hope  for  thai,  year.  Wher^npon,  on  aecount  of  the 
cold,  which  some  I  of  the  ciew]  ^vho  had  ber-n  in  rhe  East 
Indies  could  ill  endinc,  they  be2:an  \o  difpute  nnioncr  them- 
selves, bein^x  Enpjishnien  and  Netherlanders  ;  upon  which 
the  scliipper  Hudson  propos'xl  to  them  two  thhi'is:  the  first 
was,  to  proceed  on  the  latitude  of  40  dejrrees  to  the  coastof 
America,  beJnq-  ehietly  mnved  to  thi'^  by  the  letters  nnd 
charts  which  one  captain  Smith  had  sent  him  irom  A^irp:inia, 
whereby  he  pointed  out  to  him  a  sea,  by  M'hich  they  could 
sail  round  their  southern  colony  on  the  north  side,  and  from 
thence  go  to  a  westerly  sea  ;  the  v.'hieh.  had  it  been  so, 
(whereas  experience  proves  the  contrary.)  v.  ould  have  been 
a  very  advantageous  thing,  and  a  short  way  by  which  to 
go  to  the  Indies. 

The  other  ])roj)Osal  s^  as  to  seek  the  way  through  Davis' 
Straits  ;  the  which  they  generally  aereed  to  ;  and  then  they 
sailed  thitherwards  on  the  Mth  of  I\Jay,  and  arrived  with  a 
good  wind  at  the  Island  of  Foro,  on  the  last  of  Ma}".  They 
remained  there  only  twenty-four  hours, to  take  in  freshwa- 
ter, and  then  departing  they  sailed  on  'till  the  18th  of  July, 
up  to  the  coast  of  Nev."  Prance,  in  latitude  44  degrees,  v^here 
they  were  obliged  to  put  in  to  procure  a  new  fore-mast, 
(having  lost  th.-ir  [original]  one)  which  they  obtained  there 
and  rigged.  They  found  this  region  very  excellent  for  fish- 
ing for  cod,  as  well  as  for  trahlcking  in  good  hides  and  furs  or 
peltries,  which  could  be  procured  there  for  a  triile.  But 
the  ship'.^  company  lived  on  bad  terms  Avith  the  natives  of 
the  land,  taking  their  things  by  violence ;  on  account  of 
which  they  quarrelled  among  one  another,  the  English  fear- 
ing that  they  were  outnumbered  and  were  the  weakest  j 
and  therefore  they  were  afraid  to  pursue  the  exploration 
any  further.  tSo  they  sailed  Irom  there  on  the  2Gih  of  July, 
and  kept  the  sea  until  the  3d  of  August,  when  tiiey  made 
the  land  in  42  degrees.  From  there  they  sailed  on  further 
'till  the  12th  of  August,  and  made  the  land  again  in  the  lati- 
tude of  37  degrees  and  three  quarters.  From  thence  they 
kept  along  th;;  coast  until  they  got  to  40  degrees  and  three 
quarters,  where  they  found  a  good  inlet  between  two  head- 
lands,* into  which  they  sailed  on  tlip  12th  of  September,  [it 
being]  as  ueautil'ul  a  river  as  one  could  find,  ["  ien  a /son 
schoonpii  Riviere  ah  men  Icondc  i-i)utin."'\\\'n\('  and  deep,  and 
with  good  anchor  grounc 

•  "  The  Kaifows/'  in  MaMhaiian  Haibour. 
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42  decrees  forty  minutes  with  their  large  vessel.  Tii'-n 
their  sliip's  boat  went  higher  up  the  river.  At  the  mouth 
of  the  river  they  found  the  inliahitants  crafty  and  war!il;c, 
but  inland  on  the  frontier,  [in  7  la/tefslc,']  they  found  a  iVicivl- 
ly  and  civil  people,  who  had  plenty  of  provisions,  and  iin 
abundance  of  skins  and  peltries,  martins,  foxes,  and  inanv 
other  commodities,  birds,  fruits,  and  even  white  and  red 
grapes ;  and  they  traded  civilly  with  the  [ship's]  folks,  and 
broUjiht  all  kinds  of  things  with  them.  As  they  had  now- 
been  about  titty  miles*  high  up  the  river,  they  came  back 
on  the  4t]i  of  October,  and  put  to  sea  again.  More  would 
have  been  accomplished  had  tliere  been  good-will  amongst 
the  ship's  company,  and  had  not  the  deficiency  of  some  ne- 
cessaries also  hindered  such  [a  result.]  At  sea  they  debated 
among  themselves,  and  were  of  various  opinions.  The  un- 
der-schipper,  a  Netherlander,  w-as  of  the  opinion  to  go  to 
winter  at  Terra  Nova,  and  to  explore  the  North  AVest  Pas- 
page  by  Davis'  Straits.  The  s.chi})per  Hudson  was  against 
this,  who  feared  his  mutinous  crew,  because  they  had  late- 
ly tl  reatened  him  savagely,  and  also  that  through  the  cold 
of  the  v.'inter  they  might  be  entirely  used  up,  and  then  they 
must  retm-n.  Many  of  the  crew  were  weak  and  sickly,  but 
no  one  yet  spoke  of  going  home  to  Holland  except  the  schip- 
per,  which  afterwards  gave  rise  to  comment.  He  therefore 
proposed  to  go  to  Ireland  and  winter;  to  w^hich  they  all 
assented.  Then  at  last  they  came  to  Dartmouth  in  Eng- 
land, on  the  7th  of  November  ;  from,  whence  they  gave  their 
masters,  the  Directors  in  Holland,  an  account  of  their  voy- 
age, making  the  proposal  that  they  would  be  willing  to  go 
and  visit  the  North  West,  provided  that  1500  guilders  in 
money,  [and]  more  if  nece^ssary,  should  be  appropriated,  be- 
side.-^ their  wages,  and  what  they  had  already  in  the  vessel. 
Then  Hudson  wanted  to  have  six  or  seven  of  his  crew 
chancTcd,  making  up  the  number  to  twenty  men,  &c. ;  and 
that  t-iey  should  set  sail  from  Dartmouth  about  the  first  of 
March,  so  as  to  be  in  the  North  \Yest  against  the  end  of 
INIarch,  and  there  to  spend  the  month  of  April,  and  half  of 
May,  in  killing  whales  and  wild  beasts  in  the  neighborhood 
of  the  Island  of  Panar;  and  then  to  go  to  the  North  West 
and  spend  the  time  there  'till  the  middle  of  September,  and 
from  thence  to  return  to  Holland  by  the  north-east  of  Scot- 
land, 

•  Abcut  150  English  miles. 
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EXTRACTS 


DE  LAET  AND  AITZEMA, 


RELATLNG  TO 


NEW    NETHERLAND. 


BECOKD  BERir.<?,  VOL.  U.  33 


N  O  T  E  . 


The  first  volume  of  the  Second  Series  of  the  "  Collections  of  the  New 
York  Historical  Pocie'y,"  certain?,  (pp.  259-315,)  translated  extracts  of  those  por- 
tions of  De  Laet's  Ilisim-y  df  the  Xew  World,  which  relate  to  New  Netlierland. 
In  :l»c  valuaLIc  pic-liminary  rotioe  uy  di«  Etliior  and  Truuslaior,  (pp.  2S2-25S,)  le- 
ference  is  made  to  three  soveral  Editions  of  De  Laet's  work,  from  which  these 
Extract.^  were  taken ,  the  original  Dutch  Edition,  published  by  the  Elzevirs  at 
LeyJen  in  lCi25  ;  the  Latin  Edition,  published  in  1633  ;  and  the  French  Edition, 
published  in  lG-10. 

There  wa.?,  however,  a  Second  Edition  in  Dutch,  published  in  1C30,  the  title 
of  which  is  as  follows :  '-  Nieltwe  "Wfreldt  ofte  beschry vinge  van  "West 
Lndie.v.  Door  JoaNxNES  De  Laet.  Tweede  Drvce.  Tot  Leyden,  by  he 
Elzeviers.  An'xo  1G30."  Reference  was  first  made  to  this  Edition  in  Mr. 
Brodhead's  Anniversary  Address,  delivered  before  the  N.  Y.  Historical  Society, 
in  1S44,  (page  26,)  as  aPlrrr.ing  the  purcliase  of  the  Island  of  Manhattan  from 
tiie  Indiaiis  ;  a  fact  which  was  not  stated  in  the  original  Edition  of  1G25,  for  the 
reason  that  the  purchase  was  not  completed  till  162C. 

As  the  second  edition  corresponds  almost  exactly  with  the  llrst,  excepting  in  the 
fctnteineiit  added  at  the  end  of  the  elever.th  chapter,  (as  printed  on  page  31)3, 
Vol.  L,  2d.-encs,  of  the  Society's  Collections,)  a  literal  translation  of  that  para- 
graph is  deemed  important  enough  to  be  now  appended,  in  order  to  give  com- 
pleteness to  the  series  of  Extracts  from  De  Laet, 


E  X  T  R  A  C  T 

tROM    rHAPTER  XI.   OF    "  DE  l.AET'S    HL-^TORV    OF    THE    iVEW    WOULD.' 
StCOND  tDlTION.-TRA.NSLATED   GY  J.  liOMEYN  BRODriKAD. 


IxTO  New  Xetherland,  and  upon  both  these  Rivers  de 
scribed  by  us  in  tlie  tbregoing  chapters,  several  colonies 
have  been  sent  b}-  the  Directors  of  the  Chartered  West  In- 
dia Compajiy,  from  the  very  connnencenient  of  that  Com- 
pany, to  wit,  from  the  year  162o,  in  order  to  continue  the 
possession  of  tliose  quarters,  and  to  ujaintain  the  trade  in 
pehiies.  They  have  there,  at  the  uppermost  part  of  the 
North  River,  in  the  latitude  of  43  decrees  or  thereiiboutSj 
a  small  Fort,  which  our  people  call  tJie  Fort  0;y/«:;c,  round 
about  which  several  colonizers  have  settled  themselves  un- 
der the  patronage  of  the  aforesaid  Company.  And  again 
another  Fort  of  greater  importance  at  the  mouth  of  the 
same  North  River,  upon  an  Island  which  they  call  Manhat- 
tcs  or  jManhatans  Island,  l>ecause  this  nation  of  Indians  had 
happened  to  possess  tlie  same,  and  by  them  it  had  been  sold 
to  the  Company.  Here  our  people  have  made,  as  it  were, 
their  head-quarters  or  principal  colony,  v.hich  they  call 
Ncir  Amsterdam.  The  ships  which  are  yearly  sent  thilher 
harbour  there,  and  prosecute  their  trade  with  boals  and 
sloops  higher  up  the  North  River,  in  the  .South  River,  and 
in  all  the  other  Rivers  and  Boys  hereiu-before  described 
by  us. 


EXTRACTS 


FROM  AITZEMA'S  HISTORY  OF  THE  UNITED  PROVINCES.— TRANSLATED  BY 
REV.  THOMAS  DE  WITT,  D.  D. 


[Note. — The  second  edition  of  Leo  de  Aitzema's  History,  from  which  the 
foUosviTig  extracts  are  taken,  was  published  at  the  Hague,  in  1GG9-1671,  un- 
der the  title  of  "  Sake.s  va.n  Staf.t  ex  Ooorlogh,"  in  7  vols,  folio.  The  work 
comprises  tlie  History  of  the  United  Provinces,  from  1621  to  IGG?,  and  is  vaba- 
Lle  for  the  original  and  authentic  materials  which  it  embodies.  Sir  Peter  Ltiy, 
in  recommending  Aitzema's  History  to  the  notice  of  the  Lord  Keeper  Guilibrd. 
characterized  it  as  "a  sort  of  Rfishworth."  [Roger  North's  Life  of  Guilford.] 
Aitzema  died  at  the  Hague  in  I6C9,  and  his  work  was  continued  to  1697,  in  4 
vols,  folio,  by  Lambert  Bos.  A  copy  of  the  folio  edition  of  Aitzema  is  in  the 
library  of  the  Society.] 

1G63.— FRO:\I  VOL.  IV.,  PAGE  llr-^O. 

It  was  stated  that  the  English  "were  grown  very  strong 
in  the  American  regions,  posses.sed  much  land,  and  were 
greatly  increased  in  population.  The  Holland  West  India 
Company  complained  concerning  tlie  proceedings  of  tlie 
English,  and  pronounced  them  unreasonable  and  unjustifia- 
ble. The  English  had  not  only  forcibly  settled  themselves 
on  many  districts  which  had  been  first  discovered  and  ta- 
ken into  possession  by  the  Company,  as  appeared  by  the 
sinns  which  had  been  designated  at  first,  and  which  re- 
mained at  the  time  of  this  forcible  entry;  but  thcyhad 
also  invaded  several  places  which  had  been  brou2:ht  under 
cultivation,  and  where  towns  and  viUages  had  been  orga- 
nized under  their  proper  governments  in  the  name  of  the 
States  General,  They  alleged  as  the  only  giound  of  tlx'ir 
unrighteous  conduct,  certain  vague  patents  from  the  Kinirof 
Great  Britain,  conveying  to  them  those  lands  which  (as 
Avas  reasonable)  were  not  occupied  by  ethers.  The  Com- 
pany were  not  able,  being  talcen  by  surjirise,  to  prevent 
these  proceedings,  and  in  every  occurrence  they  first  at- 
tempted meangof  reconciliation,  before  resort  was  made  to 
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force.  For  this  end  they  used  from  fime  to  time  many  ef- 
Ibrts  to  procure  a  settled  boundary  ii.ic  beUveen  the  pos- 
sessions of  tlie  iwo  r.;>t?oiis,  u^reeJ.  vyon  either  here  in 
America,  or  else  in  Europe,  i>elieving  that  by  ihis  means 
all  diillculties  mi^ht  be  prtjvented  for  tiiae  to  comc^ ;  and 
they  requested  the  aid  and  iujlaence  of  the  States  General 
for  the  attainment  of  this  end.  In  this  matter  the  Compa- 
ny advanced  ^o  tar  in  Amerif^a  that  in  the  year  1(550,  tliere 
was  defined  and  e^iablish-d  at  Hartford  a  provisional 
boundary  line,  sabjoct  to  tiie  approbaiion  of  the  States 
General  and  the  British  government.  Si  ill  this  liad  no  in- 
fluence in  favorably  disposiny  i'he  Eniiiish  towards  ihis  ob- 
ject, but  it  appeared  evident  that  they  Aveve  moving  on- 
wards in  their  proceedings.  Appai-ently  elated  by  their 
first  successful  proceedina,  they  seemed  to  aim  righteously, 
or  unrighteously,  to  make  themselves  masters  of  the  whole 
country,  to  deprive  the  Coi-npariy  of  the  dries,  towns,  and 
the  whole  counir}-  under  their  jurisdiction,  to  reduce  the 
province  of  New  Netherland  under  England,  to  the  humi- 
liation of  the  States  General,  to  the  great  injury  of  the 
commerce  of  the  country,  the  incalculable  loss  of  the  Com- 
pany, and  the  ruin  of  many  inhabitants  there  sectled. 
Passing  by  several  violent  proceedings,  of  which  account 
has  been  given  in  remonstrriiccs  before  sent  to  the  States 
General;  on  the  27th  and  :;."Sth  of  July,  they  sent  a  Cap- 
tain Talcott  with  sixteen  or  eighteen  men  on  horsebaclc  to 
the  town  uam.ed  Oostdorp,  under  the  authority  and  gcnein- 
ment  of  the  States  General.  On  his  arrival  he  ab>()lved 
the  inhabitants  from  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Slates 
General,  displaced  the  I^Iac-istrates  appointed  by  the  Com- 
pany, appointed  others  in  their  places,  and  so  assumed  the 
government  of  the  town.  Not  content  with  that,  but  pro- 
ceeding in  this  unheard  of  course,  the  same  Captain  Taicctt, 
on  the  21th  of  December,  sent  to  the  town  of  Gravesend, 
established  under  the  authority  of  the  States  Gene)-ai,  one 
James  Crisp  to  read  an  address  to  the  inhabitants,  induein*'- 
them,  like  those  of  Oostdorp,  to  sedition,  and  thus  bringing 
tiiem  under  the  British  Governmenl.  The  intention  was  to 
proceed  for, the  like  object  to  VHssiniicn,  Heemstcde  and 
Itmldurp,  but  this  was  prevented  by  tlie  arrest  of  the  mes- 
senger in  very  season,  lor,  on  the  2 1th  of  ])ecember,  in  the 
eveninir,  one  hundred  and  lifry  English,  on  horseback  and 
on  foot,  came  inio  the  town,  siu'rounded  the  house  of  IJcu- 
tf  n^un  Stilwell.  dcmandi'd  him  '.'■■ad  or  alive,  broke,  into  the 
house,  aad  coiiiaiiUcd  macii  vi'-ieace.     The   Company,  in 


ttu<i',/.   i.AUA  vi'i 0A,j. ry.a 


iA.   ■vr, 


■t 


.^'t 


I 

376  EXTRACTS    FROM    AIT7.EMA.  '.    ■  ■  | 

consideration  of  the  close  alliance  between  the  Crow  n  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  States  General,  have  not  talcoii  mra- 
suros  ot're.si.stance,  until  tirst  the  matter  be  communi(-;itc(!  -; 

to  the  Slates  General,  and  their  assistance  and  direction  ho  | 

invoked.     The   Directors    of    tlie    Company    beseech   th*'  j 

States  General  to  talce  into  most  serious  consideration  the  i 

unrighteous  acts^of  violence  committed  by  the  Eiiirlish 
against  the  Comnany,  and  adopt  the  most  suitable  and  cl- 
fectual  measures  in  the  case. 

1GC4.— FROM  VOL.  V.,  PAGE  o-i. 

In  relation  to  the  present  condition  of  matiers,  the  West 
India  Company  gave  information  on  the  21st  of  January, 
that  the  Dirt-clor  General  and  Council  in  New    Netlicrland  | 

addressed  to  ihem  a  letter,  dated  the  third  of  iN'ovemi)er  | 

last.     They  stated  that  they  had  endeavored  to  treat  the  *  l 

(i  ispute  which  had  arisen  there  in  a  friendly  manner.  For  this  |  1 

end  tlie  Director  General  Stuyvesant  had  gone  in  person  to  |  ', 

Boston,  it  possible  in  a  friendly  way  to  induce  the  Congress  of  |  | 

the  four  united  provinces  of  New  England  to  desist  Jrom  |  | 

tiicir  unlawi'ul  proceedings.     After  Stuyvesant  had  arrived  I  | 

there,  after  much  debate,  the  Colony  of  Hartford  was  open-  |  ;j 

ly  censured  by  the  threo,  oilier  colonies,  viz:  Boston,  Ply- 
mouth and  New  Haven  in  relation  to  its  proceedinijfs 
against  the  Company.  The  Colony  of  Harttbrd  would  not, 
however,  submit  to  the  judgment  ot  the  three  above 
named  colo!iies,  contending  that  the  questions  in  dis|mte 
must  be  settled  by  the  Legislature  ol"  the  particular  colony. 
and  not  by  the  United  Colonics,  and  that  th(>y  had  no  power 
to  prescribe  the  limits  of  their  patent  obtained  tVom  the 
King  of  Enirland.  So  subsecpientiy  after  the  meeting  of 
the  Legislature  of  Hartford,  Commissioners  wei-e  sent  in 
the  month  of  October  last,  who,  after  all  ed'or-s  ibr  (|uiei- 
ness,  peace  and  unity  hod  been  employed,  reported  rliat  the 
above  named  Colony  oi  IlarMbrd  i)r>sitively  declared  that 
they  knew  ol'  no  New  Nt^therland,  retused  to  tlie  Director 
General  and  Council  their  title  used  by  ihem  Ibr  about  ibrty 
years,  aceordini:-  lo  tlieir  Commission  by  Their  High  !Mi-:hii- 
nesses  the  Slates  ( ieneral.  They  contended  that  the  phices 
which  we  called  .\ru-  Xctlierlaiid,  were  given  to  them  by  His 
Tioyal  ?^Iaie;').  :ind  lliat  eonse(juently,  although  taken  po>- 
ses>i{)n  o\  by  ii>.  must  be  reserved  lor  them,  ahhouuh  Hi-* 
l^a^yal  Majesty  in  ihe  veiy  p.M'i'at  e:<:pr(>s<ly  ])i-(itested,  that 
the   Colony  oi    il.u'Lioid   'dejuld  not  rio   injury  to  any  uthi  r 
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princes,  potentates  or  States.  They  insisted  that  the  Com- 
pany could  never  ^how  a  patent  Irom  the  KitiLT  of  Great 
Jiritain,  and  therefore  they  would  Ijringa.ll  the  places,  whc- 
tlicr  willingly  or  unwillingly,  in  subjection  to  them  ;  that 
they  would  maintain  the  possession  of  the  town  ofOostilorp, 
and  five  towns  situated  on  Lous:  Island,  which  they  I  ad  lor 
the  third  lime  induced  to  come  under  thfjr  jurisdiction,  and 
that  they  would  extend  the  limits  of  their  patent  so  as  to 
invade  the  whole  of  Xew  A'^etherland,  and  render  all  in- 
dependent of  the  Company,  pretending  that  they  would  no 
longer  remain  under  the  authority  of  the  States  General 
and  the  direction  of  the  Company.  They  declared  that 
they  would  throughout  maintain  and  defend  their  right, 
and  declared  that  in  case  the  Ministers  of  the  Company 
should  oppose  their  proceedings,  they  would  pursue  them 
v/ith  lire  and  svrord,  while  at  the  same  time  they  refused 
raany  reasonable  propositions  for  adjustment.  Taking  into 
considei-ation  tliese  proceedings,  the  people  of  New  Nether- 
land  held  a,  General  Convention,  and  found  the  condition  of 
things  such,  that  without  speedy  assistance  from  the  States 
General,  all  must  be  lost.  They  therefore  commissioned 
two  of  those  most  interested  to  remonstrate  with  the  Direc- 
tors of  the  Company,  and  represent  to  the  States  General 
the  pi'essing  necessity  and  sad  condition  in  which  New 
Netherland  was  placed  by  such  unlawful  proceedings,  and 
humbly  to  request  Their  D  igh  ?vligh  ine<ses  not  to  sutler  thou- 
sands of  persons  who  had  left  the  Fatherland  on  the  pro- 
mise of  security  Ijy  thf'  Octroi/  granted  to  the  West  India 
Company,  and  by  public  invi'ation  made  with  the  approba- 
tion of  the  States  General,  and  wlio  had  settled  themselves 
there  with  their  families,  to  be  ruined,  and  after  having 
lived  forty,  thirty,  twenty,  more  or  less,  years,  and  comfor- 
tably settled  themselves,  to  be  forcibly  removed.  Their 
High  xMiirhtinesses  would  clearly  perceive  from  what  is 
above  stated,  what  were  the  grounds  on  which  the  English 
sought  to  establish  their  pretentions.  The  petitioners  in 
New  Netherland  having  souirht  in  the  most  friendly  man- 
ner to  reconcile  diiicrences,  but  fruitlessly,  and  seeing  no 
other  refuge  than  to  cast  themselves  into  the  arms  of  the 
States  General,  and  to  contemplate,  them  as  their  protec- 
tors, find  themselves  acrain  oblicred  to  address  Their  Ili^fh 
Miahtiiit^sses.  and  airain  to  beseech  thein  that  they  would  at 
last  fix  their  eye?  upon  the  proceedina:s  which  the  English 
have  employed  for  years  past  in  New  Netherland,  com- 
plaints of  which  have  from  year  to  year  been  sent  over. 
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These  ooiriplainis  assnred  the  .States  Gptieml  (hat  thcs«'  oo?'- 
qucsts  so  «?iteix  iT.conunp.»\dcd  by  them  to  the  Company,  so  ma- 
ny year.s  pos.-esi:od  by  the  Coinr^nay  at  very  areat  exp-ii-.-, 
would  be  seizrd  upon  by  the  Ene[i.-b,  if  Their  High  iMi::h. 
tinesses  should  not  talce  measurpsro  ippel  such  prococdinLrs. 
In  such  a  case  not  only  would  the  Company  be  dejjrived  ot 
all  the  promised  advaiitacres,  but  also  lose  all  the  expendi- 
tures wduch  at  rhe  recommeudatjon  ot  the  States  General 
they  have  incurred  :  but  also  many  thousand  inhabitants, 
like  those  driven  out  of  Brazil  by  the  Portuguese,  M'ould  be 
sent  I'orth  naked  by  the  Engiish,  destitute,  weepini^  and 
mourning  to  seek  the  shores  whi'nce  they  came.  If  Tlieir 
High  IMiglitinesses  should  consider  and  lay  to  heart  ihe 
complaints  ol' their  creeping  and  injured  subjects,  and  in  the 
exercise  of  thnir  wisdom  should  direct  the  matter,  whether 
in  respect  to  ttie  King  of  England  or  otherwise,  tiicir  iaitli- 
fnl  subjects  may  ycr  be  freed  iVom  this  unright<^ous  oppres- 
sion, in  order  to  obtain  this,  the  Directors  of  tlie  West  In- 
dia Company,  and  the  Director  General  and  Council  of 
New  Netherland,  (as  had  been  stated  in  previous  memo- 
rials,) had  judged  it  the  best  means  to  establish  a  line  of 
separation,  (subject  to  correction.)  establishing  territorial 
limits,  as  takes  place  here  in  Europe;  and  they  now  beseech 
the  States  General  to  provide  that  measures  for  that  pur- 
pose should  be  employed  as  early  as  may  be  practicable  to 
deiiue  such  a  line  of  separation,  in  the  exercise  of  their  ac- 
customed wisdom.  In  view  of  the  irregular  and  violent 
measures  of  the  English  towards  the  I'rovince  of  New  Neth- 
erlantl,  it  is  drslrable  ihat  during  the  negotiations  relating 
to  llic  line  of  territorial  ser/aration,  the  English  might  not 
be  allowed  to  proceed  in  their  course  of  measures,  which 
mi-.iht  result  in  the  seizing  of  our  colonial  possessions  be- 
fore the  negotiations  were  ended,  and  that  therelbre  some 
mciisures  should  be  employed  to  oppose  the  measures  and 
defeat  the  designs  of  the  English.  The  Directors  found 
themselves  mider  the  neccssiiy  of  requesting  from  the 
States  General  their  advice  :  1st.  \Yhether  the  Company 
should  oj)po&e  determinedly  the  above  mentioned  proceed- 
ings, or  not ;  and  also,  they  asked  that  they  might  be  fur- 
nished wdth  adeipiate  assistance  tor  the  same.  2d.  That 
the  States  General,  in  order  to  preserve  their  subjects  in 
allegiance  to  them,  would  grant  an  act  to  the  Company  un- 
der the  great  i<eal,  definincr,  according  to  the  old  computa- 
tion, the  territorial  liTuits  along  the  coast  from  latitude  37"^ 
30'  to  41°  30'  and  between  these  limits  into  the  interior  of 
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the  country  indefinite!}'.  Tiiey  also  requested  tliat  letters 
might  imniediatnly  be  addressed  by  the  vStates  General  to 
all  the  phuTS  and  towns  heretofore  plaeed  iindrr  their  ju- 
risdiction, \vhich  have  alr^'ady  placed  themselves  under  tlie 
authority  of  the  English,  or  which  have  been  solicited  by  the 
English  to  that  end,  in  order  that  tlie  former  rnay  return  to 
their  allegiance:  and  the  latter  be  preserved  in  it,  and 
moreover,  that  the  power  of  the  States  General  for  bring- 
ing into  execution  these  instructions,  may  reduce  them  to 
just  subjeftion,  and  preserve  them  therein.  3d.  They  re- 
quested that  the  Stat<\s  General  would  communicate  these 
measures  to  His  Iloyal  iMajesty  of  Great  Britain,  in  order 
that  he  may  give  directions  that  the  places  invaded  maybe 
immediately  restored,  and  preserved  from  all  usurpation 
during  the  negotiation. 

This  memoiial  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  committee, 
according  to  usual  custom,  but  the  complaints  continued, 
until  finally  the  whole  of  New  Netherland  and  New  Am- 
sterdam were  overpov.ered  by  the  English. 

1G61.— FROM  VOL.  V.  PAGE  103. 

The  Directors  of  the  West  India  Company,  on  the  24th  of 
October,  gave  notice,  that  they  had  Irom  time  to  time  been 
obliged  to  press  u])on  the  States  General  the  consideration 
of  the  intolerable  acts  of  violence  by  which  the  English  had 
dispossessed  the  Company  of  their  possessions  in  ISew 
jVetherland  one  after  another,  in  order  that  their  High 
jNIightinesses  might  not  be  unacquainted  Mith  the  manner 
in  Vv'hich  they  had  been  deprived  of  theii'  foreign  conquest, 
of  the  inhal)itants  settled  there,  and  the  tradi'  carried  on 
there  ;  and  also  that  they  might  devise  some  moans  in  their 
accustomed  wisdom,  by  which  that  total  loss  might  be  pre- 
vented. At  last  the}-  are  sorrowfully  obliged  to  give  infor- 
mation, that  in  fultilment  of  the  forebodinLis  expressed  in 
former  remonstrances  and  grievances,  the  .ships  and  peo- 
ple sent  from  England  by  the  Duke  of  York,  assisted  by 
the  authorities  of  New  England,  seized  upon  the  city  of  New 
Amsterdam,  now  for  lilty  years  possessed  by  these  Stativs  in 
peace  and  quietness,  on  the  27th  of  August  last,  and  tlie 
whole  of  the  province  of  New  Netlierland  ^\•as  brought  in 
subjection  to  the  Enorlisli  government,  and  immediately 
named  New  York.  'Ihis  event  has  caused  great  grief  to 
thousands  of  inhabitants  there,  and  the  States  have  lost  a 
possession  full  of  great  promise,  where  thousands  were  from 
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year  to  year  gaining  a  livelihood,  commerce  wn^^  iiior»-n*- 
ing,  and  the  colony  was  continually  cnlarv:ing.  'lla-  tr.pi.' 
of  tliis  country  was  conlinually  increasing!-,  w  liidi  \\.;;!.l 
soon  have  enaiilod  the  Company  to  bring  in  millions  lor  '.■,,•, 
benefit  of  the  State,  and  the  advanccMiient  of  its  trade,  'I  i,o 
Company  felt  themselves  once  more  obliged  to  re([nest  li.e 
States  General  to  take  into,  consideration  these  violent  and 
hostile  proceedinirs,  in  view  of  the  equitv  of  llic  ea>c.  a  . 
they  have  operated  to  the  great  injury  of  ihe  States  and  the 
Company  ;  and  also  to  regard  the  sad  and  lamentable  con- 
dition of  the  inhal)itants  there,  in  hope  that  they  may  vet 
devise  some  measures  by  which  these  possessions  may  be 
restored  to  us. 
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SOME   OF   ITS   MOST  DISTINGUISHED   MEMBERS. 

AN   ANNIVERSARY    DISCOURSE, 

DELIVERED   BEFORE  THE  NEW  YORK   HISTORICAL  SOCIETY, 
NOVEMBT^R  21,  l?-t8. 


BY   CHARLES   KING. 
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NEW  YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


rOKTY-FOURTH    ANNIVERSARY. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  held  in  the  Ch.npcl  of  the 
Universty,  on  Thursday  evening-,  Nov.  21,  18-18,  to  celebrate  the  Forty-fourth 
Anniversary  of  the  Society — 

Mr.  James  B.  Murray    otlered  the  following  Resolution,  which  was  adopted: 
Eesolved,  That  the   thanks  of  the    Society  he  tendered  to  Charles  Ki.vi, 
Esquire,  for  the  entertaining  Discourse  delivered  by  him  this  evening,  and  tint 
he  be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  for  publication. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

ANDREW   WARNER. 
•■'  Recording  Secretary. 


DISCOURSE. 


Mr.  President,  axd  Gextlemex  of  the  Historical  SocirTv ; 

In  fulfiiiing  the  agreeable  cliaige  committed  to  me  of 
addressing  this  Society  at  its  Annual  Meeting,  I  propose  to 
ask  its  attention  lor  the  brief  hour  allotted  to  such  occasions, 
to  a  hasty  sketch  of  the  Origin,  Progress  and  Present  Con- 
dition of  one  of  the  oldest  Associations  of  our  city — one 
Avliich,  by  its  connection  with  many  of  the  stirring  events 
and  prominent  men  of  our  past  history,  seems  to  have  a 
natural  alliance  \vith  this  Society,  of  which  one  great 
object  is  to  perpetuate  and  elucidate  ail  that  pertains  to 
that  history. 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  York,  is  my  theme. 
The  date  of  the  Association  reaches  lar  back  in  our  young  an- 
nals, and  is  older  by  many  years  than  the  Republic,  and  the 
Constitution  wliich  makes  us  ono  people. 

It  was  instituted  by  voluntary  agreement  of  the  leading 
merchants  of  tliis  city  in  the  year  17G8.  It  is,  therefore, 
antecetlrnt  in  its  origin  to  the  licvolution  which  emancipated 
the  Colonics. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  and  one  signiiicant  of  the  method 
and  care  v/iiich  are  such  essential  elements  in  the  commer- 
cial character,  that  from  the  day  of  its  origin  until  this  day, 
the  Records  of  the  Cliam'oer  of  Conunerce  have  been  pre- 
served unbroken  and  unmuiilated.  and  it  is  to  the  Books  of 
]\Iinutes  of  the  Chamber,  that  I  am  indebted  for  very  much 
of  whatever  may  prove  attractive  in  this  address. 

The  period  in  Avhich  this  Association  was  formed,  was 
one  of  deep  interest.  For  several  ])reeeding  years,  the  feel- 
ings of  the  Colonists  had  been  deei)ly  roused  by  the  preten- 
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sion  or  tuc  i\G)Uicr  C-.juntry  to  impose  taxes  upon  the  ('cl- 
onics— the  Stamp  Act,  wiiich  wo.s  enacied  early  in  the  yar 
17C5,  hvA  excited  t'n.e,  spirit  of  a  people  habituated  tn 
consider  repieseutation  as  tt:o  count(M-part  of  taxation,  and 
who  not  being  represented  in  the  British  Parliament,  \vould 
not  consent  to  be  taxed  by  it. 

New  York  took  the  lead  in  opposition,  and  amon;.'-  the 
persons  prominent  in  that  opposition,  were  several  di:^;in- 
guislxed  mereliants,  whom  we  shall  soon  meet  with  as  aniung 
the  founders  and  cliicers  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

The  Stamp  /Net was  lo  take  eifect  on  Inov.  1,  1703.  But 
previous  to  that  day,  the  lirst  Congress  of  the  American 
Colonies  was  assembled  in  this  city,  on  the  7th  October, 
"in  opposition,"  i;s  the  journal  of  the  proceedings  has  it,  *•  to 
the  tyrannical  acts  of  the  British  Parliament." 

It  concerns  not  a  little  the  honor  of  New  York,  and  essen- 
tially the  renown  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  that  the 
moving  sjiirits  who  j)rompted  the  assembling  of  this  Con- 
gress should  be  identitied.  It  stands  as  the  record  of  history 
that  the  first  Congress  of  the  American  Colonies — a  Con- 
gress not  unaptly  characterized  as  the  Egg  of  the  Republic, 
ovum  Rcpublicce,  was  assembled  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Legislature  of  IMassaclmsetts,  and  literally  this  is  true. 
But  antecedent  to  this  recommendation,  wiiich  bears  date 
June,  17G5,  a  Cori-esponding  Committee  of  the  New  York 
Assembly,  appointed  in  October,  1704,  had  made  the  pro- 
posal for  holding  a  Congress  ot  Delegates,  and  upon  tludr 
application  the  project  was  agitated  in  dili'erent  Legisla- 
tures. Allhougii,  therefore,  the  final  action  took  place  upon 
the  explicit  recommendation  of  the  Islassachusetts  Legisla-^ 
ture,  that  recommendation  was  intiuenced  and  hastened,  if 
not  dcterniincd,  by  the  New  York  Committee  of  Correspon- 
dence. Who  com.posed  that  Committee,  and  what  relation 
its  members  bear  to  the  subject  now  to  be  treated,  will 
appear  in  the  sequel. 

The  first  measure  of  the  Congress  of  '05  was  a  Declaralion 
of  the  ili^-hts  and  Grievances  of  the  Colonies,  a  paper  assert- 
ing for  the  Colonists  all  the  rights  and  liberties  of  subjects 
born  witlnn  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain;  among  which 
are  the  exclusive  power  to  tax  themselves,  and  the  privileges 
of  a  trial  by  jury. 

At  this  time  i^nuit.  Governor  Colden  exercised  the  func- 
tions of  Governor,  and  made  himself  exceedingly  obnoxious 
to  the  people  of  New  YoVk  by  his  determination  to  enforce 
the  Stamp  Act.     The  stamps  had  arrived  in  a  merchant 
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ship  ;  but  finding  the  exasperation  so  great,  thoj'  were  trans- 
ferred from  it  to  one  of  the  ships  ot'^'ar  in  the  harbor,  and 
buhsequcntly  (or  sate  kecpinji  to  the  Governor's  house  with- 
in the  fort,  which  was  a  })]ace  of  some  strength,  ami  under 
the  guns  moreover  of  the  ships  of  war. 

On  theSIst  October,  (Congress  then  silting,)  the  merchants 
had  a  meeting,  and  resolved  not  to  import  goods  from  E112:- 
land.  This  decisive  step — first  taken  by  the  New  York 
merchants — was  followed  elsewhere,  and  led  to  a  general 
non-intereourse.  The  next  evening  a  large  concourse  of 
people  assembled  in  tlic  fields,  where  the  Park  now  is,  and 
hung  the  Lieut.  Governor  in  effigy,  while  another  party 
broke  open  the  carriage  house  of  the  Governor,  under  the 
muzzle  of  the  guns  of  the  fort,  drew  forth  his  carriage,  and, 
tearing  up  the  wooden  jialings  which  surrounded  the  Bow- 
ling Green,  made  a  bomire  of  them,  into  which  was  thrust 
the  carriage  with  another  ciFigy  of  the  Lt.  Governor  seated 
in  it  to  be  consumed.  It  is  certainly  to  l^e  talcen  as  a  proof 
of  the  unwillingness  of  Gov.  Golden  to  resort  to  harsh  mea- 
sures, that  these  popular  excesses  were  permitted  to  be 
consummated  under  the  guns  of  Fort  George,  where  was  a 
garrison  amply  suflicient  to  sweep  the  rioters  from  the 
streets. 

These  and  other  demonstrations,  however,  were  decisive. 
The  Governor  consented  to  give  up  the  obnoxious  stamps, 
and  on  the  5th  November,  the  Common  Council,  through 
their  ]Mayor,  John  Cruger,  received  from  the  Governor  all 
the  packages  of  stamps  sent  out  from  England — and  thus 
the  people  triumphed. 

Early  in  the  next  year,  1766,  the  Stamp  Act  was  re- 
pealed, under  the  iniiueuce  of  the  first  Pilt,  (afterward  Earl 
of  Chatham.)  and  the  joy  dilTusedin  America  by  that  event 
caused  the  people  to  overlook  for  a  time  the  declaratory 
act  accompanying  the  repeal,  which  asserted  the  right  and 
pow^r  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  to  bind  the  Colonies  in 
all  cases  w^hatsoever. 

The  delight  of  the  people  of  New  York  with  the  repeal 
of  the  Stamj)  Act  was  excessive.  On  2.'id  June,  ITOO,  the 
Legislature  of  the  Colony  voted  that  an  Equestrian  Statue 
be  erected  in  the  liov.ling  Green  to  George  III.,  to  perpet- 
uate to  the  latest  posterity  the  deej)  sense  had  of  his  good- 
ness. On  the  motion  of  jolm  Cruger,  a  delegate  from  the 
City,  and  acting  under  the  instructions  of  his  constituents, 
an  appropriation  was  also  made  for  a  statue  of  Chatham, 
which  w^as  placed  in  Wall  street,  at  the  junction  of  V/il- 
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liam  street,  on  7th  September,  1770.     On  the  south  side  of 
the  pedestal  was  this  inscription  : 

«•  This  statue  of  the  Right  Honorable  WILLIAI^.I  PITT. 
Earl  of  Chatham,  was  erected  as  a  public  testiinony  of  t!i(> 
pratet'ul  sense  the  Colony  of  New  York  retains  of  ttif^  ni;iiiy 
emiiient  services  he  rendered  to  America,  particularly  in 
promoting  the  repeal  of  tlie  Stamp  Act,"  A.  I).  1770." 

Neither  the  statues  nor  the  gratitude  of  those  wlio  erected 
them,  outlived  the  generation  that  voted  them.  The  mar- 
ble statue  of  Pitt  was  tumbled  from  its  pedestal,  the  head 
was  broken  from  the  body,  and  the  muiilated  trunk  had, 
until  within  a  few  years,  been  thrown  among  the  rubbish 
of  the  public  yard  of  t!ie  Corporation. 

The  statue  of  King  George,  being  of  lead,  served  a  l.'efler 
turn.  It  was  broken  into  pieces  during  the  llevolutionary 
war,  sent  up  to  Connecticut,  where,  in  the  lamily  of  the 
).qtp  Oliver  ^Yolco^t,  the  ladies  assisting,  the  metal  was  run  |, 

into  builcts  to  be  used  against  the  troops  of  the  same  King  f ; 

George.  |; 

Eighty-one  years  ago  commenced  the  existence  of  th--  | 

Chamber  of  Commerce.     There  are  yet  living  some  few —  |; 

very  few — who  were  in  being  with  "the  men  that  founded  || 

this  Association;  thei'c  survive  very  many  of  the  relatives  | 

and  descendants  of  those  Ibundcrs,  and  tor  ail  it  will  he.  a  % 

natural  desire  to  know  w^ho  were  the  merchants  of  that  f 

distant  day,  that  gave  form  and  vitality  to  a  Corporation  | 

which  has  exercised  at  diii'ere:it  times  no  small  influence,  i 

not  only  upon  the  mercantile  character  and  prosperity  ot  I 

this  City,  but  upon  the  political  destinies  of   the  nation.     In  I 

deference    to  such  feeling,  the  annexed  extract  from  the  | 

first  book  of  ?.Iinutes,  is  presented,  setting  forth  the  names  | 

of  the   ibunders,  the  objects  proposed  to  be  accomplished,  I 

and  the  rules  lor  the  government  of  the  Chamber  :  | 

*'  W/irreas,  mercantile  societies  have  been   found  very  | 

useful   in  trading    cities,  for  promoting  and  encouraging  1 

Commerce,  supporting  Industry,  adjusting  disputes  relative  | 

to  trade  and  navigation,  and  procuring  such  laws  and  regu-  | 

lations  as  may  be  found  necessary  for  the  benefit  of  trade  | 

in  general." 

For  which  pur])ose,  and  to  establish  such  a  society  in  the 
City  of  New  York,  the  following  persons  convened  on  the 
first  Tuesday  in,  and  being  the  5th  day  of,  April,  1758  : 

John  Crugku,  Thomas  White, 

Elia3  De£^crossi;s,  Mu.ls  Shekbrook, 
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James  Jancev,  V^'Ai.'ixa  Franklin 

Jacob  Walton,  Koc.  Kos>:  Waddlk, 

luHiERT  MlUKAY.  AcWESoV  TmOMPSON-, 

Hl'gei  Wallace,  i-A\VRi:.\ci;  KoiTRR-tiT, 

r.F.<iROC  FOLLIOT.  ThOMAS   il^NDEL, 

Wm.  Wai-to.n.  Wm.  McAdam, 

Samlkl  A'r.KPLAM'K.  Isaac  Low, 

THEOrHlLACT  BaCHE,  AnTKONV   VaN  DaAI, 

\\ho  agreed  that  the  said  Society  oi"  ^Merchants  should  con- 
sist of  a  President,  Vice  President,  Treasurer,  Secretary, 
and  such  merchants  as  already  ai-e,  or  hereafter  may  be- 
come members  thereof,  to  be  c:iUed  and  known  by  the  name 
of  Thr  New  Yokk  Chamber  ok  Commekce.  The  members 
present  uiianimoasly  chose  the  following  officers  for  this 
year,  to  conifnence  the  first  Tuesday  ot  IMay  next:  John 
Crnger,  President  ;  Hugh  Wallace,  Vice  President;  Elias 
Desbrosscs,   Treasurer;  Anthony  Van  Dam,  Secretary'. 

The  Society  then  proceeded  to  adopt  their  rules,  which, 
in  substance,  were : 

1.  Society  to  meet  the  first  Tuesday  in  every  month  for 
the  transaction  of  business,  and  to  es-tablish  such  rules  for 
the  order  and  good  government  of  the  Society  as  they  may 
think  proper  and  iind  necessary. 

2.  On  the  first  Tuesday  of  May,  August,  November  and 
February,  a  quarteidy  meeting  to  be  held,  when  all  account* 
are  to  be  settled  and  new  members  be  balloted  for, 

3.  Oificers  to  be  chosen  annually  by  ballot  on  fir.-t  Tues- 
day of  May,  and  to  hold  one  year.  xVdmission  fee  of  mem- 
bers five  Spanish  dollars,  and  quarterly  payment  ol'  one 
dollar.  jMembers  to  be  bound  to  comply  with  the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  Society,  of  which  entry  is  to  be  made  in 
books  kept  for  the  purpose,  on  pain  of  being  stricken  from 
the  list  of  members. 

4.  Candidates  for  admission  to  give  their  names  to  the 
President  on  the  first  day  of  the  mo'Uh  preceding  a  quarterly 
meeting,  the  decision  to  be  by  bollot,  three  nays  exclude. 
A  person  thus  exclud'^d  cannot  be  re-nominated  during  the 
term  of  the  President  under  whom  he  was  excluded,  but 
may  be  presented  afterward.  A  person  three  times  rejected 
never  to  be  admitted. 

5.  i\oom  for  meeting  to  be  provided  by  the  Treasurer  at 
the  cost  of  the  members,  so  that  the  cost  do  not  exceed  one 
^hillins  for  each. 

G.  The  Treasurer  to  provide  a  strong  chest  wherein  to 
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depo.sit  tlieir  cash,  books  and  paper,  with  three   (ii!r<M'fiif  ] 

good  locks,  the  key  of  one  to  be  kept  by  the  Pre<idfni.  ;iim)-  ^ 

thoi-  l)y  the  Treasurer,  and  the  third  by  the  Secretary;  \uo  i 

chest,  for  tlie  present,  to  be  ke[)t  by  the  Treasurer.  ' 

7.  Ticenty-one  members  to  be  a  quorum  for  business,  of  \ 
whom  the  President  or  Vice-President  always  to  be  one.  \ 

8.  President  to  appoint  place  of  meeting.  iXothins  to  hi»  J 
done  witiiout  him,  and  he  to  sign  the  Treasurer's  accounts.  | 
and  generally  superintend  the  affairs  of  the  Society.  \ 

9.  The  ^'ice  President,  in  the  absence  of  the  President,  ] 
to  have  all  his  power,  keep  his  key,  &c. 

10  and  11  regulate  the  duties  of  the  Treasurer  and  Se- 
cretary. 

12.  Exacts  a  fine  of  tiro  shUUn'j^s  for  non-attendance  at 
monthly  meetings,  and  four  for  non-attendance  at  the  (jvar- 
terhj  meetings,  unless  disabled  by  sickness  or  absence  I'rom 
the  City  at  a  greater  distance  than  six  miles. 

13.  Authorises  the  President  to  appoint  a  Doorkeeper. 

14.  No  new  regulations  to  be  made  except  wjien  i)ro- 
posed  at  a  preceding  meeting. 

15.  President,  or  in  his  absence  the  Vice  President,  may, 
on  any  emergency,  call  the  Chamber  together  ;  the  iiour  of 
meeting  to  be  always  six  P.  ?J. 

The  following  gentlemen,  members  of  the  Society,  not 
being  present  at  the  meeting,  assented  to  these  rules : 

.ToHN  Alsof,  Henry  White, 

PiuLip  Livingston,      James  JNIcEvkks. 

From  this  day  forward  the  meetings  appear  to  have  been 
punctually  attended.  The  minutes  are  carefully  written 
up,  and  they  uniformly  record,  not  only  the  names  of  the 
members  present,  but  those  of  the  absentees,  with  the  cause 
of  absence ;  as,  for  instance,  on  3d  May,  '08,  we  find  this 
entry  of  absentees : 

,ToHN-  Crcger,  President,  not  well, 

Wm.  Walton,  .Jr.,  in  Connecticut, 

W.M.   McAdam,  in  the  Gout  (so  recorded.) 

James  JMcEvr.Ks,  not  well. 

PiuL.  Livingston, 

It  was  also  resolved  on  that  day  that  the  meetings  be 
held  at  Pollon  and  Sigel's— of  which  spot  I  have  not  been 
able  to  find  a  trace. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  in  June,  in  order  to  insure  ))unc- 
tuality  to  the  hour  of  meeting,  it  was  determined  lluit  a 
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deposit  their  cash,  books  and  paj)er,  with  three  (iitr<>rfi)f 
good  locks,  the  key  of  one  to  be  kept  by  the  Prt'^idcnt.  ;.i,u- 
ther  by  the  Treasurer,  anti  the  third  by  the  Secretary:  iii.» 
chest,  for  the  present,  to  be  kept  by  the  Treasurer. 

7.  Ticenfy-one  members  to  be  a  cpiorum  for  business,  of 
whom  tlie  President  or  Vice-President  always  to  be  one. 

8.  President  to  appoint  place  of  meeting,  jN'othina  to  hi» 
done  without  him,  and  he  to  sign  the  Treasurer's  accounts, 
and  generally  superintend  the  affairs  of  the  Society, 

9.  The  ^'ice  President,  in  the  absence  of  the  President, 
to  have  all  his  power,  keep  his  key,  &e, 

10  and  11  regulate  the  duties  of  the  Treasurer  and  Se- 
cretary. 

12.  Exacts  a  fine  of  tiro  shillini^s  for  non-attendance  at 
monthly  meetings,  and  fmir  for  non-attendance  at  tije  ipKir- 
ierhj  meetings,  unless  disabled  by  sickness  or  absence  from 
the  City  at  a  greater  distance  than  six  miles, 

13.  Authorises  the  President  to  appoint  a  Doorkeeper. 

14.  No  new  regulations  to  be  made  except  wjien  pro- 
posed at  a  preceding  meeting. 

15.  President,  or  in  his  absence  the  Vice  President,  inav, 
on  any  emergency,  call  the  Chamber  together  ;  the  hour  of 
meeting  to  be  always  six  F.  ?J. 

The  following  gentlemen,  members  of  the  Society,  not 
being  present  at  the  meeting,  assented  to  these  rules : 

.ToHN  Alsof,  He.vry  Whitk, 

Philip  Livingston,      James  JMcEvkrs. 

From  this  day  forward  the  meetings  appear  to  have  been 
punctually  attended.  The  minutes  are  carefully  written 
up,  and  they  uniformly  record,  not  only  the  names  of  tae 
members  present,  but  those  of  the  absentees,  with  the  cause 
of  absence ;  as,  for  instance,  on  3d  May,  '08,  we  find  this 
entry  of  absentees : 

John-  Crucer,  President,  not  well. 

Wm.  W.m.ton,  Jr,,  in  Connecticut, 

W.M.  McAdam,  in  the  Gout  (so  recorded.) 

James  JMcEvers,  not  well. 

Phil,  Livingston, 

It  was  also  resolved  on  that  day  that  the  meetings  be 
held  at  Bolton  and  Sigel's— of  which  spot  I  have  not  been 
able  to  rind  a  trace. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  in  June,  in  order  to  insure  punc- 
tuality to  the  hour  of  meeting,  it  was  determined  that  a 
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fine  of  one  shilling;  be  paid  by  eacli  absentee  at  the  hour  of 
meetincf.  G,  and  the  subsequent  minutes  record  rejzularly 
the  names  of  those  thus  lined,  as  well  as  the  names  of 
absentees. 

The  Chamber  ah-eady  began  to  occupy  itself  with  sul)iects 
of  large  bearing  and  general  concern.  A  depreciated  cur- 
rency was  at  that  period  one  of  the  evils  of  tiie  times,  and 
as  each  Colony  issued  its  own  currency,  confusion  and  dis- 
credit ensued. 

Tlv-  paper  currency  of  Pennsylvania  seems  to  have  been 
particularly  objectionable,  and  a  resolution  for  discouraging 
its  passins:  in  the  Colony  of  New  York  was  only  lost  by 
three  votes  on  the  5th  July,  and  subsequently  it  was  referred 
for  consideration  whether  some  method  should  not  be  fallen 
upon  "to  establish  a  paper  currency  in  this  city." 

At  the  same  meetins:  another  quite  as  questionable  a  pro- 
position was  submitted  for  regulating  the  price  of  Hour  and 
bread  casks.  This  was,  however,  so  much  in  harmony  with 
the  interests,  as  was  bejieved,  of  consumers,  and  so  entirely, 
as  seeUiS  to  have  been  assumed,  within  the  competency  of 
the  Chamber  to  control,  that  at  the  August  meeting  ''  it 
was  uranimoushj  agreed,  that  from  a.nd  alter  the  15th  inst. 
no  member  of  this  Society  will  give  more  than  25s  6(/  per 
ton  for  flour  and  bread  casks,  including  nailing."  'i'he  mil- 
lers and  llour  dealers  having  refused  compliance  with  the 
terms  of  this  resolution,  it  was  at  the  October  meeting'  de- 
cided by  the  Chamber  to  send  Mr.  \Vm.  Xeilson  to  i'iiila- 
delphia,  there  to  purchase  from  1,500  to  2,000  barrels  of 
flour  to  be  shipped  to  New  York.  jMembers  to  bi;  supplied 
with  what  they  need,  and  the  balance  to  be  sold. 

At  the  next  meeting,  in  November,  it  was  ordor'^d  that 
each  member  pay  £50  to  ^Mr.  Lewis  Pintard,  who  went  to 
Philadelphia  in  lieu  of  Mr.  Neilson,  toward  the  purchase  of 
flour — the  same  to  be  replaced  to  him  out  of  the  sales  of 
flour,  the  profit  or  loss  to  be  rateably  shared.  This  vigor- 
ous proceeding  brought  the  llour  dealers  and  bakers  to  terms; 
a  deputation  from  them  attended  the  Chamber,  and  after 
vainly  endeavorins;  to  induce  that  body  to  reconsider  their 
resolution,  and  auri-e  to  the  prices  of  2Ss  instead  of  255  Gd, 
the  maximum  named  by  the  Chamber,  the  flour  dealei\s  gave 
in,  and  agreed  to  charce  no  more  than  25i-  Qd. 

'J'he  cargo  of  flour  tiom  Philadelphia  was  nevertheless 
imj)orttd  and  sold  by  order  of  the  Chanber,  by  Mr.  Van 
Dam,  their  Secretary,  wdio  was  allowed  2^-  per  cent,  com- 
missions.  ..  ,  ,  -..  , 
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The  subject  of  damages  on  Protested  Bills  of  I^xchan;>6, 
received  early  attention. 

On  1st  November,  a  Committee  consisting  of  Iluyh  Wal- 
lace, .Samuel  Verplanck.  Isaac  Low,  Jucob  Walton,  and 
John  ]\Ioore.  to  whom  had  been  referred  the  question  as  to 
damages  on  Inland  and  West  India  Bills,  reported,  that  for 
Inland  Bills,  5  per  cent,,  and  for  Bills  on  or  i'rom  the  West 
Indies,  10  per  cent,  damages  be  paid. 

I'he  Chamber  adopted  the  Report,  and  resolved  that  irs 
members  would  be  governed  thereby,  and  that  the  "  full 
amount  of  the  bill  with  the  stipulated  damages  in  lull 
for  retxcliange,  cost  of  protest,  postage,  <kc.  "  is  due 
and  payable  immediately  on  the  return  of  the  bill  with 
protest." 

It  was  referred  to  the  same  committee  to  enquire  and  re- 
port at  the  next  meeting,  as  to  whether  the  20  per  cent. 
"  now  generally  paid"  on  protested  bills  on  Europe,  be  "  in 
full  comufMsation  lor  damages,  cost  of  protests,  postage," 
(Sec,  and  whether  to  be  received  in  money  by  the  holders  of 
the  protested  bill  at  the  Exchange,  current  when  it  shall  be 
returned,  or  in  a  bill  of  exchange  with  the  damage   added. 

At  the  December  meeting,  this  committee  reported  that 
20  per  cent,  ought  to  be  paid  on  European  bills,  in  full 
for  all  damages,  reexchanges,  cost  of  protest,  postage,  &c., 
and  that  all  European  bills  returned  protested,  ought  to  be 
paid  immrdiately  on  return  of  said  bill  with  proper  protest, 
together  with  the  20  per  cent,  damages,  in  money,  at  the 
current  Exchange  in  New  York,  without  regard  to  the  Ex- 
change at  which  said  bill  was  bought  or  sold. 

The  Chamber  unanimously  adopted  that  Report. 

The  subject  of  Inspection  Laws  early  attracted  the  notice 
of  the  Chamber,  and  at  the  December  meeting  a  Report 
from  a  Committee  was  adopted,  recommending  that  appli- 
cation be  made  to  the  Legislature,  for  the  appointment  of  a 
single  Inspector  of  Flour,  and  a  single  Inspector  of  Ashes, 
with  power  to  each  to  name  his  own  deputies,  as  much 
more  likely  to  attain  the  object  of  all  inspection  laws,  a 
unilorm  and  reliable  standard,  that  under  the  system  then 
existing,  of  appoiniinff  several  Inspectors,  between  whom, 
as  was  well  said  in  the  Report,  the  competition  necessarily 
was,  "not  who  shall  inspect-  the  best  flour,  but  who  shall 
suffer  the  worst  to  jiass  inspection,"  As  regarded  pot  and 
pearl  ashes,  it  was  recommended  that  they  be  divided  into 
three  classes,  1st,  2d  and  od  quality,  and  that  both  flour  and 
ashes  bear  on  the  cask  the  brand  of  the  manufacturer's 
name,  and  his  county,  over  and  above  the  Inspector's  brand..> 
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It  is  alleged  among  the  reasons  t."-  :<.  ■  -  r  r  inspection 
of  flour,  that  "  the  wlicat  broui^ht  to  this  aiark*  L  Iroiii  Jersey 
and  Maryland  is  as  good,  and  the  wheat  Irom  the  xSordi 
liiver  in  particular,  diucIl  better  than  any  carried  to  Phila- 
delphia," and  therelbre,  that  any  inferiority  of  New  York  to 
Philadelphia  fiour  "  must  be  ascribed  to  defect  in  the  manu- 
facture and  the  present  mode  of  inspection." 

In  17G9  the  Chamber,  by  permission  of  the  jNIayor  and 
Corporation,  began  to  hold  their  meetings  in  the  room  over 
the  Exchange,  the  Chamber  to  occupy  it  one  year  iVce  of 
rent,  they  undertaking  to  furnish  the  room,  and  alter  that  to 
pay  an  annual  rent  of  £20.  The  Excliarge  here  referred 
to  was  built  on  arches  across  the  foot  of  Broad  street,  in 
a  line  with  Water  street.  Under  these  arches  itinerant 
preachers  occasionally  held  forth.  This  building  was  taken 
down  after  the  Revolution.* 

At  the  April  m^^-eting  in  '60,  we  find  the  Chamber  occupy- 
ing itself  wi  h  regulating  the /«re  on  butter  and  lard  drkins, 
and  the  quatitity  that  shall  constitute  a  ton  of  goods.  IJut 
the  period  had  arrived  when  political  agitation  and  political 
action  were  to  find  scope  in  the  Chamber  ol' Commerce. 

The  Stamp  Act  had  aroused  the  spirit  of  the  Colonies, 
which  resolutely  refused  to  submit  to  taxation  by  Parlia- 
ment when  they  had  no  representatives. 

The  first  Congress  of  the  American  Colonies  assembled 
in  New  York  on  9th  October,  '05,  as  has  been  alicady 
stated.  New  Hampshire  alone,  of  all  the  Colonies,  dr.- 
dined  sending  Deputies  to  this  Congress.  None  attended 
from  Virginia  or  North  Carolina,  because  the  Legislatures 
of  those  Colonies  "were  not  in  session  when  the  circular  from 
the  Massachusetts  Lesislature  was  addressed  to  the  other 
Colonies.     All  the  others  were  represented. 

The  Delegates  to  this  Congress  from  the  ^'tate  of  New 
York  were  Robert  R.  Livinsiston,  John  Cruger,  Phil.  Living- 
ston, Wm.  Bayard  and  Leonard  Lispenartl — of  whom,  all 
but  R.  R.  Livingston  were  at  the  time,  or  al'terwards  became, 
members  of  tiie  Chamber  of  Commerce 

In  proportion,  therefore  to  the  influence  exercised  by  this 
Congress  \\\)on  subsequent  events,  and  upon  the  fortunes 
and  liberties  of  America,  may  honor  be  claimed  for  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  which  furnished  four  out  ot  the 
five  Delegates  from  the  State  of  New  York,  in  that  Con- 
gress. 

•  Watson's  Annals,  p.  72,Anciont  Edifices. 
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Of  its  acts,  mention  has  already  been  made.  In  the  conr?;<» 
of  the  year  '09,  Parliament  pusised  an  act  imposinij  duties 
on  tea,  paper,  glass,  tScc,  ])roie5:.sed!y  tor  revenue,  and  not 
M'ith  a  view  to  regulate  Commerce. 

The  Colonies  resisted  this  act  as  they  had  resisted  tlic 
Stamp  Act,  and  upon  the  same  ground.  As  the  most  etlec- 
tual  mode  of  dei'eating  this  new  scheme  of  taxation,  associa- 
tions were  immediately  entered  into  by  Bo.stoii,  New  York, 
and  rhiladelphia,  for  the  non-importation  of  goods  from 
Great  Britain ;  and  in  the  course  of  this  and  the  ensuing 
year,  like  associations  were  formed  in  all  the  Colonies,  and 
the  popular  feeling  everywhere  uave  effect  to  the  measures. 
The  Assembly  of  the  Colony  of  New  York  partook  of  and 
approved  this  popular  feeling,  for  we  find  in  the  min- 
utes of  ]May  2,  17(i9,  the  following  entry: 

"  The  President  reported  that  the  Honorable  the  House  of 
Assembly,  had  directed  him  to  signify  their  thank«  to  ihe 
JNlerchants  of  this  City  and  Colony,  for  their  patriotic  con- 
duct in  declining  the  importation  of  goods  from  Great 
Britain  at  this  juncture — and  until  the  acts  of  Parliament, 
which  the  Assembly  had  declared  unconstitutional  and  sub- 
versive of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this  Colo- 
ny, should  be  repealed.'' 

A  committee  consisting  of  I'.Iessrs.  Desbrosses,  Alsop, 
Low,  Kortright.  McAdam  and  W.  Franklin,  was  named  to 
report  an  answer  to  the  Assembly,  which  was  done  at  the 
same  sitting. 

it  so  happened  that  on  this  occasion  the  President  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  John  Cruger,  was  also  ^Speaker  of 
the  Assembly,  and  this  explains  the  form  in  which  the 
thanks  of  that  body  were  conveyed  to  the  Chambei-. 

Mr.  Cruger,  who  was  the  first  President  of  the  Chamber, 
and  served  two  years,  was  conspicuous  both  as  a  politician 
and  a  merchant.  He  was  born  in  this  city,  in  July,  1710 — 
the  son  of  Jolin  Cruger  and  iMaria  Cuyler.  The  lather  was 
Alderman  of  Dock  (now  First)  Ward  Vor  twenty-two  years, 
and  subsequently  served  five  years  as  Mayor  of  the  city,  and 
died  in  that  oliice  in  1714.  The  son.  John,  of  whom  we  are 
treaiing,  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father — served  as 
Aldermian  of  Dock  Ward  for  two  years,  and  in  17.55  became 
I\Iayor  of  the  city,  and  continued  in  that  otlice  ten  years — 
being  still  Mayor  when,  in  17G5,  he  was  chosen  Speaker  of 
the  Assembly,  as  above  stated. 

While  thus  doubly  honored  as  Speaker  of  the  Assembly 
of  the  Colony,  snd  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  city  of  New 
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York,  he  was  also  coiis!,iluted,  as  we  have  been,  Delegate 
to  the  first  Congress;  M)d  jt  is  of  record  that  lie  and  Robt. 
11.  Living-stori  were  the  nioving  spirits  of  ihrit  delegation. 
The  same  individuals  had  coustituiccd  the  Committee  of 
Correspondence  appointed  by  the  New  York  Assembly  in 
'64,  to  whose  sugge>iti')ns  we  have  ascribed  tiie  (.Ictennina- 
tion  of  ^lassachusetts  to  invite  the  asaembbng  of  tlie  Con- 
gress of '04.  To  the  pen  of  John  Crngcr,  is  due  the  "  De- 
claration of  Rights  and  Grievances  oi^  the  Colonies"'  put 
forth  by  that  Congress  ;  and  it  is  clear,  from  the  circumstance 
of  his  constant  reelection  as  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  that 
he  enjoyed  the  highest  fa/or  among  his  couritrymen.  His 
name  does  not  appear  on  the  records  of  the  Chamber  after 
]May,  17'75 — whence  it  would  ceem  to  icliow  that  he  left 
the  city  when  it  fell  into  the  hanrls  of  the  British.  lie  died 
in  1 792,  unmarried.  His  brocher,  Henry  Cruger,  was  father 
of  Col.  Cruger,  of  the  British  service.  Henry  Cruiser  the 
colleague  of  Burke  in  the  British  Parliament,  and  Nicholas 
Cruger  an  eminent  West  India  merchant  of  this  city,  and 
under  whose  auspices  the  boy  Alexander  Hamilton  came 
hither  from  Santa  Cruz. 

To  return  to  the  Chamber.  At  the  meeting  in  INIay,  '09, 
a  resolution  was  passed,  which,  if  it  had  been  duly  carried 
out,  might  have  led  to  a  record  of  commercial  eases,  and 
the  decisions  thereon  by  the  Arbitration  Committee,  which 
would  now  constitute  a  body  of  commercial  law  and  usages 
of  great  value. 

It  was  decided  that  "  all  committees  do  report  at  ihe  next 
ensuing  sitting  of  the  Chamber  such  differences  between 
parties  as  they  may  have  adjusted,  v.'ith  the  names  of  par- 
ties and  the  sums  awarded,  rogether  with  the  opinions — to 
the  end  that  the  same  be  entered  on  the  minutes — always 
provided  both  parties  consent  thereto.'" 

Another  proposition  was  adopted  at  this  meeting,  that 
the  Chamber  have  an  annual  puldic  dinner — absentees 
therefrom  to  pay  five  shillings  each. 

Both  these  usages  have  fallen  into  disuse — both  might  be 
advantageously  and  agreeably  revived. 

ihe  Chamber  was  occupied  with  regulating  the  rates  of 
commission  for  trans^'.cting  diiferent  sorts  of  business,  tlte 
value  of  gold  and  silver  coins,  &c.  6cc. 

The  minutes  of  7th  Nov.  present  a  replv  bv  David  Rit- 
tenhouse  and  John  ?\lontresor  to  a  request  by  Mr.  President 
Cruger  that  they  would  calculate  the  latitude  of  the  Battery 
— which  they  niake  out  40"  42'  S". 
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Oa  lofli  Feb.  1770,  tlie  Chr.mber.  throudi  their  Prcsidrnt, 
addroised  a  ra^rnorial  to  the  aoiing-  Governor,  C.  D,  Coldcn, 
for  ;in  act  oi  ir)corpn!■:^;i^t!. 

At  tbe  April  meeting,  vi;"  Chp.rter  granted  by  the  Lieu- 
tenant Governor,  was  received,  read,  and  accepted.  The 
Chamber  ordered  that  20  guineas  be  ])aid  to  the  Attorney- 
General  "lor  his  services  in  perfecting  the  Charter." 

Under  this  Charter  the  first  election  for  oiiicers,  held  on 
t!»e  first  Tu'sdey  {2d)  of  May,  resulted  thus: 

Hon.  HucH  \Vallace,  President. 
lion.  Hr^xKV  White,     Ei.tas  Desbros^ses,  Vicc-Frcs. 
A.  Van  Dam,  y^kcrelary,     Theoph.  Bacpe,  Treasurer. 

The  great  tronblo  of  the  time  was  a  depreciated  and 
irregular  Paper  Currency,  and  the  circulation  of  various 
foreiicn  jrold  and  silver  coins,  which  were  clipped,  swea'^d, 
and  otherwise  diminished  in  value.  To  meet  this  in- part, 
in  Aug.,  '70,  it  was,  on  motion  of  Islr.  Isaac  Low,  resolved 
thrtt  the  members  of  this  Corporation  would  henceforth  pay 
and  receive  the  holf-JoJiannes  weighing  9  dwts.  at  £3  4s., 
and  for  every  grain  over-running  they  would  pay  three 
pence,  and  for  every  grain  short  they  would  deduct  4 
pence. 

John  Cruger  dissented  from  this  resolve  as  one  tending 
to  impair  the  value  of  the  currency,  and  claimed  to  have 
his  di-sent  entered  on  the  minutes,  which  was  done. 

A  curious  and  rather  inconvenient  ])ractice  obtained  at 
this  time  of  entering  upon  tlie  minutes  the  reasoning  of 
niemi^ers  in  lavor  ol  any  proposition  made  by  them.  Tims 
on  the  minutes  for  Nov.  '70,  there  is  a  long  argument  by  I 
Low,  in  lavor  of  a  plan  he  suggests  for  improving  the 
qualiiy  of  the  Nev/  York  Flour,  ''the  grand  staple  ot  this 
Colnny."  He  ascribes  the  superiority  of  the  Philadelplsia 
flour  10  its  beimr  ground  with  French  burr  stones,  which 
the  New  Yoric  milhrs  did  not  use,  and  therefore  he  desired 
that  the  Chamtjer  should  import  ten  or  twenty  pair  of 
Frencli  burr  stones,  to  be  sold  at  cost  only  to  New  York 
millers.  It  being  ascertained  soon  after  that  there  wvvc 
some  on  the  way,  on  j)rivate  account,  the  suirgestion  was 
not  pressed,  but  I  hi'  itr^ument  stands  on  the  records.  Lord 
Dunmore  h:ivi..u  ai  rived  in  New  York,  as  Governor,  in 
December,  '70,  the   Chamber  of  Commerce,  through  their 
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Presidont,  made  an  address  of  con2:ratuIation  to  him  full  of 
expressions  ot  loyalty  to  the  sovereiiiii,  George  111. 

On  the  p)-o[)C)sal  of  \Viu.  V/alion,  tlie  Chamber  voted,  in 
May,  '71,  that  i.ieut.  Gov.  Golden  be  asked  to  sit  for  his 
portrait  for  the  Chamber,  to  be  hung  up  in  its  room,  in 
token  of  their  gratitude  for  the  Charter  of  incorporation 
granted  by  him. 

At  the  annual  diiinei-  this  year,  as  Lord  Dunmore,  ^vith 
all  the  chii^fs  of  the  departments,  was  to  dine  with  the 
Chamber,  absent  members  were  required  to  pay  eight  shil- 
lings apiece  toward  tlie  cost  of  the  entertainment. 

Of  Hugh  ^Vallace,  the  second  President  of  the  Cliamber, 
we  have  not  been  able  to  gather  much  information.  Tvo 
biothers,  of  Irish  origin,  Hugh  and  Alexander,  were  in  part- 
nership as  merchants — both  married  sisters  of  Nicholas 
Low,  of  this  city,  and  both  embraced  the  English  cause 
when  the  Revolution  broke  out — remained  in  the  city  while 
it  was  in  the  possession  of  the  British  troops,  and  retired 
with  them  from  the  country. 

The  successor  of  Hugh  Wallace  in  the  Presidency  was 
Elias  Desbrosses,  in  1771,  who  served  one  year.  He  was 
of  Huguenot  descent — amassed  a  very  large  estate — and 
died  in  the  city,  bequeathing  his  wealth  to  his  daughters,  the 
one  of  whom  married  John  Hunter,  of  West  Cliester,  and 
the  other  Capt.  Overing,  of  the  British  xVrmy,  but  who  re- 
sided until  his  death  in  tliis  city. 

Mr.  Desbrosses  was  Alderman  of  the  East  Ward  for  ma- 
ny years,  and  one  of  the  founders  and  liberal  benefactors 
of  the  French  Episcopal  Church  of  St.  Esprit,  in  this  city — 
the  original  edihce  standing  in  Pine  street — and  a  liberal 
contrilrutor  towards  the  support  of  its  Charity  School.  He 
was  a  Vestryman  of  Trinity  Church  from  175'J  to  "7U,  and 
Warden  Irom  '70  to  7S. 

While  ^Ir.  Desbrosses  was  President  of  the  Chamber, 
Governor  Tryon  arrived  as  the  successor  of  Lord  Dunmore, 
who  was  transferred  to  Virginia — and  the  most  lavish  ex- 
pressions of  loyalty  were  addressetl  on  the  part  of  the 
Chamber  to  the  new  Governor. 

In  ]\Iay, '72,  Hon.  Henry  White  was  chosen  President. 
This  title  of  Honorable,  as  applied  to  me:n])ers  of  the  Cor- 
poration v/as  derived  from  their  being  members  of  the  Gov- 
ernor's Council.  Capt.  Isaac  Sears,  withdrew  irom  the 
Association  in  August, '71,  because  of  tlie  resolution  adopted 
at  a  previous  meeting  ilxing  the  rate  at  which  .lersey  i)a])er 
money   should  be   received  and  paid  by  members  of  the 
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Clifinroor.  In  OcioLcr  foliov/iug,  thirteen  other  members 
of  the  Chamber,  Uooscvelt,  Dayckinck,  Fioffman,  Boekman, 
Gouvrrn'-uv.  Lisnenarfl,  :uvl  other?,  willidi-ew  frofu  the 
Cham!)(M-  tor  the  same  caus*^. 

In  1773,  the  lloasc  of  A^:«embly  granted  to  the  Corpora- 
tion .^200  per  annum  for-  five  years,  in  order  to  the  en- 
courauing  of  a  better  supply  of  fish  to  the  New  York 
Markets. 

The  Cham.ber  accordir.gly  offered  a  first  and  second 
premium,  varying  irom  £40  to  £4.7,  tor  the  boat  or  vessel 
that  should  in  a  given  time  supply  the  market  with  the 
la^ge.^t  quantity  of  eodfi-h,  sheepsliead,  mackerel,  or  any 
other  lish  except  skate  nnd  ray. 

In  May,  '73,  Theophiiact  Bache  was  chosen  President. 

In  the  "following  n'.onth  a  most  afiectionate  and  eulogistic 
address  was  pvesented  tiy  the  Chamber  to  General  Gage, 
Commander-in-Chief  of  His  Majesty's  forces  in  North  Ameri- 
ca, on  occasion  oi  his  return  to  England,  The  address  runs 
thus : 

"  May  it  please  your  Excellency — 

"  ^Vhen  we  rcvicv.'  your  conduct  as  Commander-in-Chief 
of  His  .Majesty's  forces,  and  reflect  on  the  happiness  derived 
to  this  Colony  from  your  eminent  justice,  tromthe  discipline 
and  good  order  of  the  army,  and  your  constant  attention  to 
secure  to  North  America  the  solid  eflects  of  a  series  of  vic- 
tories so  glorious  to  the  British  arms  ;  when  to  these  we 
unite  your  engaging  manners  and  polite  and  obliging  de- 
portment, we  feel,  in  common  wnth  the  rest  of  our  citizens, 
the  liveliest  sentiments  of  esteem  and  respect  for  a  charac- 
ter so  truly  valuable, 

"  We  are  persuaded.  Sir,  that  as  you  take  with  you  the 
deserved  aj)plause  of  tlic  Colonies,  and  the  cordial  aflection 
of  the  inhabitants  of  this  city,  long  honored  by  your  imme- 
diate residence,  so  your  zeal  and  fidelity  in  the  discharge  of 
a  trust  the  most  important,  will  recommend  you  to  the  fa- 
vor and  approbation  of  our  most  gracious  Sovereign.'' 

General  Giage  replied  in  terms  not  less  cordial.  "I  have," 
said  he.  '•  lived  long  among  you,  and  ha])])ily  with  you  and 
your  fellou--citizens.  It  is  natural  I  should  leave  you  with 
regret  and  concern,  and  I  beg  you  to  believe  that  I  carry 
with  me  sentiments  the  most  friendly  to  the  Colonies  in 
general,  and  th(;  warmest  wishes  for  the  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  York." 

This  wns  in  .Inne,  177;>,  only  three  years  before  the  De- 
claration of  Intlciienih  lice;  less  than  two  years  before  the 
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battle  of  Lexincrton,  which  opened  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, and  only  iil'tcen  nioutlis  Ijeforethe  mcetini^  of  the  Con- 
press  of '74,  which  as.scmh]cd  in  September  of  that  year  in 
Carpenter's  Hall,  Philadidphia,  in  which  Hall,  in  July,  '76, 
was  signed  and  itroclainied  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. 

J'hese  reminiscences  derive  the  more  point,  in  this  con- 
nection, trorn  the  fact  that  Gen.  Gage  was,  in  '74,  sent  out 
to  ■Massachusetts  as  Governor  of  that  C^olony,  alter  the 
withdrawal  of  tlie  odious  Hutchinson,  and  that  it  Mas  un- 
der his  orders  that  the  detachment  of  troops  which  brought 
on  the  conflict  at  Lexington,  was  sent  Irom  Boston  to  des- 
troy certain  military  stoi'(>s  at  Concord. 

In  January,  '74,  the  Chamber  was  obliged  to  recede  from 
the  ground  it  had  taken  on  the  subject  of  the  paper  money 
of  JN'ew  Jersey,  which  must  have  been  the  principal  circu- 
lating medium  of  the  city  at  that  time.  In  consequence  of 
the  resolution  of  the  Chamber,  that  its  members  would  nei- 
ther receive  nor  deal  in  it,  at  the  current  rate,  the  resigna- 
tions of  members  were  so  numerous,  in  order  to  avoid  the 
obligation  of  this  resolve,  and  the  attendance  of  othei's  so 
negligent,  that  no  quorum  could  be  formed.  On  motion, 
therefore,  of  R.  C.  Livingston,  it  was  resolved,  "that  the 
members  of  the  Chamber  be  at  liberty  to  receive  and  pay 
Jersey  money  as  it  formerly  passed,"  and  then,  on  motion  of 
]Mr.  Charles  j\IcEvers,  all  the  members,  who  had  resiirned 
on  account  of  the  question,  were  invited  to  present  them- 
selves anew  to  be  balloted  lor  as  members. 

In  May,  '74,  William  AYalton  was  chosen  President,  and 
on  the  same  day  an  address  was  voted  to  Governor  Tryon, 
on  his  return  to  England — not  less  afTectionate,  eulogistic 
or  loyal  than  that  to  General  Gage — and  Gov.  Tryon's  re- 
ply is  equally  full  of  professions  of  interest  for  the  Colojiy, 
with  that  of  general  Gage. 

Of  the  three  last-named  Presidents,  let  us  pause  to  present 
brief  sicelches. 

Hon.  W.  White  was  a  member  of  the  Governor's  Coun- 
cil, an  IviiLdishnian  by  birth,  and  lar:rely  engaged  in  trade. 
He  was  faithl'ul  to  his  allegiance,  and  sided  with  the  Mo- 
ther Country  against  the  Colonies,  'j'here  are  descendants 
of  his  of  the  third  generation  now  living  among  us,  main- 
taining, as  he  always  maintained,  an  upright  and  honoi'a- 
ble  character. 

Theophilact  Bache,  who  was  chosen  President  in  1773, 
was  also   of  English    birth,  a  native  of  Lancashire.     He 
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came  to  this  country  about  1755,  being- just  of  au:e,  and  soon 
after  luurried  Miss  Barclay.  His  mercantile  pursuits  wore 
cliii'tlv  with  the  West  Indies  and  Newfoundland.  lie  was 
also  ai^'ent  of  the  British  packets,  which  used  to  ply  between 
Falmouth  and  New  York.  He  is  remfMubcred  as  a  fine 
si)eeimen  of  a  gentleman — courteous,  hospitable,  with  a 
touch  of  the  sportsman,  loving  his  gun  and  his  dog,  and 
everywhere  acceptable  as  a  polished  and  agreeable  com- 
panion. He  died  in  this  city  in  1806,  after  })eing  for  a 
third  of  a  century'  one  of  the  Vestry  of  Trinity  Church. 

Will.  Walton,  who  was  chosen  President  of  the  Chamber 
in  Mny,  1774,  was  a  native  of  this  city,  as  is  believed,  son 
of  Jacob  Walton  and  ]Mary  Beekman,  his  wife.  He  was 
extensively  engaged  im  commerce  as  a  partner  in  the  house 
of  "\^'m.  Walton  &  Co.,  of  which  his  uncle,  Wm.  Walton, 
conunouly  called  Boss  Walton,  was  the  head,  until  his  death 
ia  17t;s.  Vv'm.  Walton,  in  1757,  married  Mary,  the  dnugh- 
ter  ot  Jos.  Delancey,  some  time  Chief  Justice  and  Lieut. 
Guveinor  of  the  Province,  and  acting  -Governor  in  1753, 
and  again  from  1757  to  1700.  His  career  as  a  merchant 
was  prosperous  and  honorable,  and  his  social  position  was 
amoniT  the  niDst  respected  in  the  land.  He  was,  in  com- 
mon \\ith  almost  all  the  leading  men  of  the  day,  opposed  to 
the  invasion  of  the  Colonial  rights  by  the  Government  of 
the  Parent  Country,  and  shared  in  the  measures  first  adopt- 
ed for  a  peaceful  and  Constitutional  redress,  but  in  common, 
too,  with  a  great  many  of  the  loremost  of  his  fellow-citi- 
zens, he  could  not  approve  of  the  armed  resistance  to  the 
royal  authority  ;  and  when  actual  war  broke  out,  he  re- 
tired from  the  city  to  has  country  residence  in  New  Jersey, 
'i'here.  hoxsever,  he  v^as  unable  to  remain,  and  re-entered 
the  oily,  then  imder  British  rule,  thereby  subjectinir  to  con- 
fiscation his  Jersey  estate.  He  remained  within  the  lines 
dufinL'^  ili<-  wrir — :ind  it  is  recorded  of  him  that,  unsoured 
by  the  !,,.s^  ot"  property  confiscated  because  he  could  not 
side  with  what  he  looked  upon  as  rebellion — and  only  mind- 
ful that  he  wns  [)oru  an  American,  he  exerted  himselt'  to 
alleviate  the  ln>rrors  to  which  his  countrymen,  prisoners  to 
the  Brili.-h  in  New  York,  were  subjected.  He  contiiuted  to 
reside  in  New  York',  though  no  longer  engaged  in  business, 
till  his  deatii  ia  KOG — leaving  behind  him  a  srood  nanu- 
and  many  re^rrets.  Among  his  children  was  Jacob,  who 
entered  the  British  Nav}',  and  is  well  remembered,  doubtless, 
)}y  many  who  hear  me,  as  a  resident  during  the  latter  pe- 
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•riod  of  his  life  in  tliis  oify,  whcr':  i^c  died  in  1S44 — liaving 
attained  the  rankoDlcar  Admiral  oftlio'  I-ed. 

The  Chamiier  of  Coinmeicc  had  otieicd,  as  \vc  have 
stated,  a  bounty  or  prpiniums  for  bringing  lis})  to  the  New 
York  market  Thi-s  >vas  awarded  in  July?  1774 — Peter 
Parks  receiving  £30,  for  having  brought  800  live  Cod  to 
market  for  six  montlis  from  1st  Nov.  to  1st  ^May.  and  Ro- 
bert Harts^horne  £'.iO,  for  ha\ing  brought  450  sheepshead  to 
market  during  the  year  f;o;n  l\I;iy,  1775,  to  May,  1771. 

From  July,  1774,  to  ^loy,  1775,  no  quorum  seems  to  have 
been  formed  ;  the  minutes  record  the  names  of  the  few 
who,  on  the  stated  monthly  Jay  of  mieeting,  appeared — but 
no  business  was  transacted  until  the  annual  meeting,  3d  of 
May,  1775,  when  the  officers  were  to  be  chosen. 

Isaac  Low  was  elected  President,  and  John  Alsop  and 
AVm.  McAdam.  Vice  Presidents;  Cliarles  McEvers,  Trea- 
surer, and  A.  ^^an  Dam,  Secretary  ;  but  from  that  day  until 
June,  1779,  the  Chamber  was  never  assembled. 

On  JMonday,  21st  June,  1779,  the  President,  Isaac  Low, 
at  the  request  of  many  members,  summoned  a  meeting  of 
the  Chamber,  and  the  following  persons  appeared  : 

ISAAC  LOW,  Presidejif. 

A.  Van-  Dam,  Secretary,      ^VM.  JNIcAdam,  Vice  President. 
Wm.  Waltox,  Gabriel  H.  Ll'dlow, 

Isaac  Corsa,  William  Stepple, 

IvOIiERT  ^luRRAY,  HeNRV  WhITE, 

Jno.  Moore.  Benj.  Booth, 

Wm.  Laight,  Alexander  Wallace, 

Thos.  Buchanan,  Robt.  R.  Waddel, 

Wm.  Setov,  Richard  Yates, 

Thomas  Miller,  Gerard  Walto.v, 

Euwaru  Laight,  Augustus  Van  IIorne, 

Hugh  Wallace,  ^    Lawrexce  Kortright. 

The  meeting  addressed  a  letter,  signed  by  all  the  above, 
to  the  Commandant  of  the  city,  Lieut.  Governor  Daniel 
Jones,  Esq.,  thus  explaining  the  objects  of  their  assembling: 
"We  b<^g  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the  sub- 
scribers are  members  of  a  society  known  by  the  style  and 
title  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  which  before  the  pre- 
sent unnatural  rebellion,  assembled  under  certain  regula- 
tions," &,c.  &c. 

The  immediate  motive  for  re-assembling  is  in  the  same 
letter  stated  to  be — 

"  The  increase  of  Commerce  encouraged  by  the  procla- 
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mations  of  H.  ^I.  S.  Commissioner,  together  with  the  suc- 
cess of  private  ships  of  war." 

The  Lieut.  Governor  approved  very  highly  of  the  reas- 
sembling of  the  Chamber,  and  at  a  special  meetinir  I'^lh 
July,  the  Superintendent  of  the  Ciiy,  at  the  request  of  ]\Ia- 
jor  General  Patterson,  asked  the  cooperation  of  the  Cham- 
ber in  some  efficient  scheme,  for  cleansing  the  city  and 
keeping  it  clean,  adding  that  the  barracks,  military  "hospi- 
tal Imd  other  public  buildings  should  be  subjected  to  any 
plan  agreed  upon.  The  Chamber  was  also  asked  to  ex- 
jiress  its  opinion  as  to  the  expediency  of  regulating  the 
})rice  of  butchers  meat,  and  the  mai'kets  generally.  The 
Chamber,  through  a  Committee,  made  a  very  sensible  reply. 
It  may  not  be  without  interest  even  now  to  hear  what 
they  said. 

After  complimenting  the  Commandant  on  the  readiness 
evinced  by  him  to  cooperate  in  remedying  a  state  of  things 
complained  of  by  every  one,  the  Chamber  says  : — "Althouirh 
the  business  does  not  come  within  the  proper  sphere  of  the 
Chandler  of  Commerce,  as  not  appertaining  to  trade,  they 
very  cheerfully  accept  the  task." 

They  recommended  therefor  no  new  plan  of  cleaning 
the  streets,  but  simply  the  due  execution  of  that  formerly 
in  practice — under  which,  they  say,  "  the  city  was  once  as 
remarkable  for  its  cleanliness,  as  it  is  now  for  the  contrary." 

What  the  plan  was,  is  not  stated,  but  briefly  that  the 
Corporation  ordinances  concerning  it,  only  neecl  to  be  re- 
vived and  enforced,  and  mode  applicable,  where,  heretofore. 
the  military  authorities  had  refused — •'  to  the  barracks,  mi- 
litary hospital,  &c."  '■  A'ery  ditfercnt,"  says  tlic  rei)ort, "  has 
been  the  former  practice  relative  to  these  public  buildings, 
for  notwithstanding  repeated  remonstrances,  it  seemed  to 
])e  the  opinion  that  nothing  further  was  necessary  than  to 
throw  the  straw  and  dirt  into  the  middle  of  the  street,  and 
leave  it  to  the  inhabitants  or  scavengers  to  remove  it,  in 
any  way  they  ])leased." 

To  a  ])roposition  that  scaven!:rers  be  employed,  whose 
remuneration  should  be  chiefly  from  an  exclusive  right  to 
remove  the  dirt,  iSzc,  from  the  streets,  for  their  own  use 
and  profit — it  is  said  in  the  report  that  objection  was  made 
by  sn7)}c perstm  in  povci'  ''that  it  would  interfere  with  the 
common  right  of  mankind,  because  every  person  who 
pleased  had  a  risht  to  take  dirt  out  of  the  streets,  an  hy- 
pothesis," fitly  adds  the  Report,  "in  our  idea  founded  lui- 
ther  in  reason  nor  in  fact." 
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As  to  reirulaling  the  pri.;c  oi'  jutc'hcr'.s  inca(, "  experience," 
says  the  i'.cport,  "  justifies  our  fipiirehensioJi  thai  the  reme- 
dy may  prove  worse  than  ih<;  disease."  It  is  snirirested, 
however,  as  likely  to  induce  to  gooii  fv^saits — tliat  the  time 
of  keeping:  open  markets  be  limited,  aiid  that  betv.-een  the 
month-^  of  A])ril  and  tJctober  no  ivj^alti,  vcsTUibles  or  poul- 
try be  exposed  !br  sale  alrer  10  o'clock,  A.  IM.,  and  not  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  the  year  after  11  o'clock,  A.  !M.,  (Sa- 
turday eveniiK's  always  excepted.)  And  jurther,  that  no 
fresh  provisions,  (fish  excepted,)  vegetables  or  poultry  be 
put  into  stores  or  cellars,  on  penai'y  of  confiscation  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Alms  House.  But  although  the  Chamber  dis- 
couraged any  attempt  to  regulate  the  price  of  butcher's 
meat,  this  same  Report  suigesls  that  cartmen's  uages  are- 
too  high,  and  should  be  rec'uced  one-third. 

During  the  whole  period  of  the  occupation  of  the  city  by 
the  British,  viz. :  from  1770  to  1783 — the  Chamber  seems 
to  have  cooperated  very  zealously  with  the  British  authori- 
ties, naval  and  militar}'' ;  and  they  on  their  \)\\vt  seem  to 
have  relied  very  much  upon  the  influence  and  exertions  of 
the  Chamber  to  render  their  rule  of  the  city  easy  and  ac- 
ceptable. The  Chamber  was  at  that  time  thoroughly  in 
the  interest  of  tlie  Mother  Country,  and  in  its  votes  of  thanks 
to  officers,  civil,  naval  and  military,  it  always  speaks  of 
the  Americans  as  rebek,  and  the  war  as  lania'ura/. 

Very  many,  however,  of  the  members  left  the  city,  and 
were  absent  during  the  whole  period  of  its  occupation  by 
the  B'-itish.  Mr.  Isaac  Low,  as  above  noted,  who  was- 
chosen  President  in  May,  1775,  called  the  Chamber  together 
in  1779  ;  and  its  sittings  under  his  Presidency,  he  being  an- 
nually re-elected,  are  careluUy  entered  on  the  in!!Uit<'s. 

From  6th  jNIay,  1 780,  however,  to  20lh  January,  17S4,  no^ 
meeting  is  recorded. 

At  the  latter  date  the  Chamber  met,  Gerard  Walton,  Vice- 
President,  presiding,  the  President,  Isaac  Low,  having  re-- 
tired  with  the  liritish  when  they  evacuated  the  city  on  No- 
vember 25tli.  1783. 

Isaac  Low,  nevertheless,  at  the  commcncetMent  of  the  con-- 
troversey  betw(  en  the  colonies  and  England  had  sided  with 
the  colonial  cause — but  he  desired,  like  so  many  others,  and 
believed,  that  the  dispute  mig'.it  be  amicably  adjusted  and 
without  severing  the  bonds  which  united  the  two  countries,. 

Isaac  Low  was  an  American  born,  as  were  his  forefa- 
thers. The  first  of  the  family  in  this  country  was  Cornelius  . 
Low,  A\ho  was  born  in  i-ouKston  in  1G70.     IL's  son  Corne-- 
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lias  was  born  on  the  3} -it  Majch,  J700,  ia  tliis  city.     In  | 

1720,  he  v/as  niatririj  to  Joiianua,  daughter  of  Isaac  Gou-  | 

verncur.  in  M'hosn  veins  ma  the  bkjod  of  Leisler,  tiic  first)  ? 

victim  to  arbitrary  power  ia    ibis  colony.     Is^aac  Gouver-  { 

neur  was  a  dcscoiulant  of  Abiabam  Gouverneur,  a  Frencb  | 

Huguenot,  v/ho  married  the  ^vido\v  of  IMilbourne  ;  she  was  | 

the    daughter   of  I.eisier — IMiibourne    having   been   exe-  | 

cuted  witii  his  father-indaw  on  the  lulh  of  May,  1G91.     In  [ 

April,  1731,  jsaac  Low  was  born  at  Raritan  Landing,  a  short  I 

distance  obove  ]\ew  I^runswick,  in  New  Jersey.     He  mar-  i; 

ried  a  younger  daught^'i-  of  Cornelius  Cuyler,  many  years  | 

JNIayor  of  Albany,  inider  the  Provincial  Government.     He  | 

\b  spoken  of  as  aii  upright,  able  majjistrate — a   thorough  | 

loyalist,  and  was  father  of  tjie  late  Sir  Cornelius  Cuyler,.  | 

liarl.,  and  Lieutenant-General  in  the  British  army.  | 

Of  Mr.  Isaac   Lo\v',  we  find  this  mention  on    occasion  | 

of  his  marriage,  in  Mis.  Grant's  "  ISIemoirs  of  an  American'  | 

Lady."  ^  I 

"The  elder  sister  had  married  Augnstus  Van  Cortland  of  i 

Cortland's  Manor,     'i'he  younger  sister,  equally   admired,  | 

thouiih  possessing  a  diii'erent  style  of  beauty,  more  soft  and  | 

dcbonaire,  with  the  fairest  complexion,  and  most  cheerful  * 

simplicity  of  aspect,  was  the  peculiar  favorite  of  her  aunt  I 

Schuyler,   (the   American  lady.)  above   all   she   now  took  1 

charge  of     She,  too,  was  soon  after  married  to  the  esteem-  I 

cd  i)atriot,  Isaac  Low,  revered  through  the  whole  continent  I 

for  his  sound  good   sense  and  genuine  public  spirit.     He  | 

was    indeed    happily  tempered,  mild   and    firm — and  was  ^ 

fmally  the  victim  of  steadfast  loyalty."  1 

As  already  stated,  at  the  commencement  of  the  disputes  \ 

between  En:^land  and  the  Colonies,  Mr.  Low  sided  with  ] 

his  native  land,  and  being  at  once  able  and  popular,  he  was 
ch()>en  one  of  the  Conunittce  of  Public  Safety,  and  a  Repre- 
sentative from  tlie  city  to  the  Congress  of  1774.  But  as 
the  quarrel  became  exasperated,  and  the  necessity  was 
forced  upon  him  to  choose  betwx^en  what  he  conceived  to  be 
duty  a!ul  loyalty,  and  the  independence  of  the  Colonies,  he 
decided,  like  so  many  other  conscientious  men — erroneously 
as  seems  to  us — but  honestly,  and  to  his  own  great  detri- 
ment, for  the  cause  and  claims  of  the  Mother  Country. 

Undei  such  inlluences,  he  was  a  most  useful  and  service- 
able friend  to  tlie  British  while  the  city  of  New  York  waS' 
in  their  occupation — and  as  President  ot  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  during  ihat  wholes  term,  used  its  authority  and 
influence  to  advance    the  cause  of  the  JMother  Country,- 
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while  mitiscatin^  as  far  as  depended  on  him  the  calaniities 
ot'such  a  state  ofthings,  to  his  own  countrymen,  j)risoners 
in  New  York. 

IJis  younger  hrother,  Nicholas  Low,  born  on  the  l^aritan 
in  1731),  took  tlie  opposite  side — espoused  warmly  the 
Amei-ienn  cause — was  honored  as  one  of  its  Counsellors' by 
repeated  appointments  to  public  oliice,  and  died  in  this  city, 
in  1S20,  at  the  good  old  age  ot  S7 — honored  of  m;in,  and  at 
peace  with  Heaven.  Isaac  Low  retired  with  t!ie  retiring 
British  Army  iVom  the  land  ot  his  birth,  and  resided  in  Eng- 
land till  his  deah  in  1791.  leaving  an  only  son,  Isaac  Low, 
a  Commissary  General  of  the  British  army,  now  living  near 
the  village  oi'  Lyndhurst.  in  the  Xew  Forest,  Hams. 

At  the  tirst  meeting  of  the  Chamber,  ail;er  the  evacuation 
of  the  city,  many  names  were  ])roposcd  for  admission  of 
men  who  had  been  absent  during  the  war,  and  some  oi  them 
in  the  public  service  of  America. 

The  next  meeting  \vas  on  the  20th  April,  17S-4.  This  was 
called  under  a  law  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  New  York  upon  the  petition  of  many  members,  who  dis- 
sented fron:i  tlif  course  of  the  Chamber  while  the;  city  was 
in  the  occujxui'ju  of  ihe  Briti-h,  and  were  advised,  that  the 
charter  was  by  misuser  forfeited,  and  therefore  required  a 
new  sanction  trom  the  new  btate. 

This  memorial,  and  the  names  appended,  constitute  a  his- 
torical document  of  no  small  intei-est ;  therelbre  it  is  em- 
bodied here  : 

••  New  York,  April  20,  1781. 

"The  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  conduct  oi  Glreat  Britain 
towards  the  late  Colonies,  (now  kSiates  of  America,)  having 
been  such  as  to  compel  the  people  of  these  ►States  to  have 
recourse  to  arms  for  tiie  dehnce  of  their  liberty  and  proper- 
ty, and  the  invasion  oi'  the  hitate  of  New  York,  having 
driv.-n  the  inhalntanis  of  the  city  to  the  cruel  necessity  of 
leaving  their  houses  and  property  and  to  retire  into  the 
country,  the  exercise  of  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
cliambcr  were  in  consequence  of  the  war  suspended  from 
May  3,  '75,  to  July  0th,  '79,  when  a  number  of  the  members 
assumed  the  exercise  ot  the  powers  contained  in  their  char- 
ter, under  the  patronage  of  the  British  Commanders  ;  ami 
the  iiilluence  of  the  chamber  having  been  manii'estly  direct- 
ed to  nid  the  British  in  subjugating  these  States, — a  number 
ot  the  inembfrs  and  oth.  r  citizens,  on  their  return  to  this 
city,  talcing  into  coasideraiion  the  slate  of  the  chamber, 
aud  being  advised   by  counsel  that  tiie  charter  of  the  said 
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while  miti^atin?  as  far  as  depended  on  him  the  calaitiities 
of  such  a  state  of  things,  to  his  own  countrymen,  pri.soners 
in  New  York. 

IJis  youns-er  l)rother,  Nicholas  Low,  born  on  the  Raritan 
in  173i>,  took  the  opposite  side — espoused  wiirmly  the 
Amei-iean  cause — was  honored  as  one  of  its  Counsellors' by 
repeated  appointments  to  public  office,  and  died  in  this  city, 
in  182G,  at  the  jiood  old  age  ot  57 — honored  of  man,  and  at 
peace  with  Heaven.  Isaac  Low  retired  with  the  retiring 
British  Army  from  the  land  ol  his  birth,  and  resided  in  Eng- 
land till  his  dea'h  in  1791,  leaving  an  only  son,  Isaac  Low, 
a  Commissary  General  of  the  Hi-iiish  arm}-,  now  living  near 
the  village  of  Lyndhurst,  in  the  Xew  Forest,  Hams. 

At  the  lirst  meeting  of  the  Chamber,  after  the  evacuation 
of  the  city,  many  names  were  proposed  for  admission  of 
men  who  had  been  absent  during  the  vrar,  and  some  oJ  them 
in  the  public  service  of  America. 

The  next  meeting  was  on  the  20th  Api-il,  1784.  This  was 
called  under  a  law  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  iState 
of  New  York  upon  the  petition  of  many  membei's.  who  dis- 
sented from  the  course  of  the  Chamber  while  the  city  was 
in  the  occujjatiou  of  the  British,  and  were  advised,  that  the 
charter  was  by  misuser  forfeited,  and  therefore  required  a 
new  sanction  from  the  new  !State. 

This  memorial,  and  I  he  names  appended,  constitute  a  his- 
torical document  of  no  smiill  interest;  thei-eibre  it  is  em- 
bodied here  : 

••  New  Y'ork,  April  120,  1781. 

"  The  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  conduct  of  Great  Britain 
towards  the  late  Colonies,  (now  tStates  of  America,)  having 
been  such  as  to  compel  the  people  of  these  iStates  to  have 
recourse  to  arms  for  tiie  delVnee  of  their  liberty  and  proper- 
ty, and  the  invasion  ol'  the  tState  of  New  York,  having 
drivi-n  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  to  the  cruel  necessity  of 
leaving  their  liuuses  and  property  and  to  retire  into  the 
country,  the  exercise  of  the  rights  and  privih -^rcs  of  the 
cliamber  wen'  in  consequence  of  the  war  suspended  IVom 
jNIay  3,  '75,  to  July  (Hh,  '79,  when  a  number  of  the  members 
assuiiied  the  exercise  of  the  powers  coiUained  in  their  char- 
ter, under  the  patronage  of  the  British  Conmianders  ;  and 
iIk-  iiilUience  of  tlie  chamber  having  l)een  maniiestly  direct- 
ed to  aid  the  Ijiitisli  in  subjugating  these  Slates, — a  juuuber 
ol  tiie  meiiihrrs  and  oth.  r  citizens,  on  their  return  to  this 
city,  taking  iiUo  consi-deraiion  the  state  of  the  chamber, 
aud  being  advised   by  counsel  that  tiie  charter  of  the  said 
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clianiher  had  been  forfeited  and  lost  by  reason  of  the  misuser 
and  iionuser  of  the  same,  they  thouirht  it  most  advisable  to 
petition  the  Lcsislalure  for  a  conlirmation  of  the  said  eh;ir- 
tcr — in  consequence  of  whieh  resolution,  a  petition  was  pre- 
sented by  the  ibllowing  persons: 


Samuel  Broome, 
George  Emuree, 
Thomas  IJazaed^ 
Jno.  Broome, 
Cornelius  Ray, 

AliM.    iJ-JRYEE, 

Thomas  Raxdell, 
Thomas  Tucker, 
Jno.  Alsop, 
Daniel  Phenix, 
Isaac  Roosevelt, 
.Tames  Bkekman, 

ElII'HALET  BliUSH, 

John  R.  Kipp, 
Comfort  Sands, 
J\o.  Blagg, 
Arch.  Currie, 
Joshua  Sands, 


Nath.  Hazard, 

JeRE.^HAH   i^LA'PT, 
Gerardus  DUVCKIXCK, 
Arm.  R.  Lott, 
Bexj.  Ledyard, 
Axtmoxv  Grifeiths, 
\Vm.  ^[alcolm, 

Roi'.T.   BOWXE. 

John  Beruiax,. 
Isaac  Sears.v-""" 


,  •       Jacob  ?vIorris, 
'  •     John  Franklix, 
Abm.  Lot, 
James  Jarvis, 

HeXRY    II.    KiPF, 

JosFPn  Blackweli.. 
WixANT  Van  Zanut, 
■'■      David  Cuhrie, 
Stephen  Sayre,  Lawrence  Emeree. 

Joxathax  Lawrence,  Jacobus  Van  Zandt." 

The  Le£:;isLaturG  taking-  the  same  into  consideration, 
graiittd  tlie  prayer  of  the  petition,  and  did  on  the  ISth 
April  i)ass  a  law  entitled  '•  An  act  to  remove  doubts  con- 
cerning]:; the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  to  confirm  the 
rights  and  privi!e;^■:'s  thereof,"  in  consequence  of  which  law 
the  meelinij  as  above,  first  was  called. 
-  The  first  care  of  the  meeting  v.-as  to  choose  its  otficcrs, 
who  were:  John  Alson,  President ;  Isaac  Sears,  Vice-Presi- 
dent ;  John  Broome,  Treasurer  ;  John  Blag-^,  Secretary,  but 
he  brln2"  abroad,  D.  Phoenix,  was  a])pointed  pro  tern. 

Col.  IMalcolm,  Comlbrt  Sands  and  Daniel  Pha?nix.  all  of 
whom  now  appear  ibr  the  first  time — for  they  had  been  out 
during  the  British  oceup^ation — were  apjiointed  a  committee 
to  report  by-laws  Ibr  the  government  of  the  chamber. 

In  the  above  list  ol'inembers  appears  the  name  of  Jonathan 
Lawrence — and  we  pause  Ibr  a  moment  on  this  gentleman's 
history,  as  furnishing  an  instance  of  tlie  pecuniary  sacrifices 
made  by  the  \Yhi2:s.  who  were  driven  into  exile.  Though 
dilfuring  in  its  details  from  other  cases,  it  may  be  present- 
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ed  as  a  sample  of  the  many.  We  may  almost  say,  '•  ex  uno 
disce  omnes." 

At  the  aj^e  of  thirty-four  years,  Jonathan  Lawrence  re- 
tired from  this  city,  to  a  seat  at  Hcll-f;ate.  on  the  banks  of 
the  East  Hiver,  in  his  native  town  of  Newtown,  (L.  I.,) 
with  a  competent  fortune  derived  from  mercantile  pursuits 
and  from  inheritance.  Although  unambitious  of  political 
distinction,  and  having  everything  to  hazard  on  the  issue, 
he  entered  earnestly  into  the  asitating  public  questions 
which  a  few  years  after  became  the  absorbing  topics.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  rrovincial  Congress  of  1775-6,  as  well 
as  of  the  Convention  of  1770-7,  which  formed  the  lirst 
Constitution  of  this  State,  and  was  the  only  attending  mem- 
ber from  Qunens  County  while  that  Constitution  was  in 
progress.  By  an  ordinance  passed  simultaneously  with  the 
constitution,  the  Convention  appointed  Le\\is  IM orris, 
Pierre  Yan  Cortlandt,  John  ?,Iorin  Soott,  .lonathan  T^aw- 
rence,  William  Floyd,  William  Smith,  of  Suirolk,  Isaac 
Roosevelt,  John  Jones  and  Philip  Livingston,  to  be  tl»e  Sena- 
tors from  the  Southern  District  of  the  State  while  in  posses- 
sion of  the  enemy.  Mr.  Lawrence  tilled  this  post  throusrh- 
out  the  war.  Besides  discharging  many  other  public  duties 
requiring  discretion,  firmness  and  enei-gy,  he,  in  1778,  em- 
barked at  Black  Point,  in  New  Jersey,  in  the  fleet  ol"  Count 
D'Estaing,  as  a  volunteer,  on  what  proved  to  be  the  fruit- 
less expedition  against  Rhode  Island. 

In  1775,  the  Provincial  Congress  appointed  him  to  be 
Major  of  the  Brigade  commanded  by  General  Woodhull, 
and  he  was  connected  with  the  operations,  in  177fi.  of  that 
gallant  martyr.  By  him  he  was  despatched  to  the  conven- 
tion at  Harkvm,  who  in  their  turn  sent  him  to  General 
Washington  at  l>rooklyn,  for  reinforcements  which  had  been 
promised,  but  which  it  was  found  could  not  be  spared. 
During  these  transactions,  the  capture  and  dastardly  butche- 
ry of  General  \'\'oodhull  took  place,  preceded  by  the  battle 
w^iich  left  Long  Island  at  the  eniMiiy's  mercy.  In  this  ab- 
sence of  ^Ir.  Lawrence  from  home,  his  house  was  taken  in 
possession  at  night  by  a  marauding  party  of  British  soldiers. 
Amusing  them  with  refreshments  in  the  kitchen,  Mrs.  Law- 
rence and  two  female  rehitives,  then  on  a  visit  to  her,  with 
the  assistance  of  the  fernalc  servants,  aroused  Mr,  L.'s  Jive 
infant  children,  (th;  oldest  nine  years  ol  age,)  from  their 
beds,  and  abandoned  the  house  with  all  its  contents,  except 
such  few  artieh^s  of  clotliino",  plalc^  imd  valuables  as  they 
could  hastily  and  quietly  s-cure.     Beiiig  ^:ilently  and  speedi- 
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ly  coir.eyt'd  ))y  a  iailhr;.il  siave  in  a  boat  ncross  the  rivf^r. 
they  on  the  nt.'xt  diiv  ret  ched  Mr.  Lawrence  at  llarl.iin. 
from  wliicli  pjacc  i  lie  con-,  cation  IimcI  jnst  adjournrd  to  ['\A\. 
kill.  Ha%'ing  encountered  Juiing  more  than  seven  year.>  of 
exile  the  many  diillculties  and  privations  to  whicli  liis 
blighted  fortune  su'ojeeted  him,  he,  on  the  conclusion  of 
the  peace  of  1783,  returned  to  the  city  of  New  York,  and  in 
his  forty-seventh  year,  abraidoning  legislative  life,  and  col- 
lecting the  very  I'ev/  rc-tnaining  fragments  of  his  former 
property,  he.  be:^<an  the  world  again. 

The  ne.\t  me-tii;g  was  on  ihe  4th  of  ]May,  th.e  day  speci- 
fied in  the  charter  ior  the  choice  of  olticei's,  when  the  sauif. 
persons  named  at  the  preceding"  meeting  were  again  chosen. 

Uencelbrth  the  meeiings  of  the  chamber  went  on  in  the 
usual  course,  and  were  occupied  with  the  ordinary  cases  of 
the  business  of  the  city.  At  tiie  August  meeting  the  French 
Consul,  Mr.  St.  John,  intormed  the  chamber  by  letter  that 
his  M.  C.  M.  lor  the  encouragement  of  American  commerce 
to  China,  had  ordered  that  the  ships  and  vessels  of  the 
Uiuted  Slate?  should  enjoy  the  privilege  of  jiutting  into 
the  l.>les  of  France  and  Bourbon,  where  they  will  find  every 
protection  and  liberty  they  may  stand  in  need  of. 

The  newly  established  Government  ot  the  United  States 
stood  greatly  in  need  of  revenue ;  and  the  State  of  New- 
York,  in  order  to  contribute  its  proportion  to  the  general 
fund,  and  for  its  own  necessary  expenditures,  passed  an  im- 
port law — which,  however,  was  too  frequently  violated  by 
snmgulers.  The  considei-ation  of  this  matter  was  brought 
belbn-  the  chani))er,  on  motion  of  I\Ir.  James  Beekman,  and 
w  as  relerred  to  a  committee,  consistins:  of  tlie  A'ice  President 
Sears,  Jacob  Tdorris  and  James  Beekman,  who,  at  the  sub- 
sequent meeting  in  October,  17S4.  reported  the  following' 
resolution,  wiiich  was  unanimously  concurred  in,  and  or- 
<ler<'d  to  be  jiublished  in  tlie  newspapers. 

Jv:sij>v':d,  That  the  members  of  this  Corporation  do  so- 
Jenndy  emrage  and  promise  reciprocal!}'  to  each  other  that 
tlii;y  will,  by  every  means  in  their  power,  be  aiding  and  as- 
sistimr  to  prevent  the  i^canchdous  practice  of  smuiro^liiin;  and 
will  give  inlormatiou  of  every  violation  of  the  laws  whieli 
nmy  come  to  their  knowledge,  so  that  the  olTendcr  may  be 
pubiicly  known  and  punished:  and  they  do  most  earnestly 
request  and  recommend  to  their  fellow-citizens  that  tljey 
unite  with  tbeai  in  this  so  necessary  and  laudable  engage- 
;Tient. 
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It  may  be  s;iid  with  rntiro  truth,  and  with  proud  satisfac- 
tion that  this  lionoral)lc  trstimony  ot"  the  early  merchants 
of  New  York  asfaiubt  tlic  scandalous  jiractice  of  smug^^ling 
has  been  practically  borne  out  by  their  successors,  even  to 
thisdavj  and  that  among  no  commercial  people  are  the  de- 
moralizing- habits  of  smus^gling  less  encouraged,  or  more 
universally  contemned,  than  among  the  merchants  of  this 
metropoli-:>. 

At  the  close  of  a,  long  and  bloody  war,  the  States,  struir- 
gling  against  deprecifiied  jjaper  currency  at  home,  found 
themselves  exjiosed  in  their  commerce  on  the  high  seas, 
and  especially  with  Great  Britain  and  her  remaining  colo- 
nies, to  vexatious  and  harassing  depredations  and  regula- 
tions. 

Accordingly  at  the  meeting  in  February,  17S5,  we  find  a 
Committee  apijuiiitcd  to  menioraiize  the  I'-^tate  that  it  might 
represent  to  Conr-Tpss  "the  depredations  made  on  the  navi- 
gation of  the  United  States  by  the  Ala"erin(>s,  and  th<^  re- 
strictions laid  on  our  trade  by  the  Britisii  and  other  nations, 
and  the  unfavorable  state  of  our  commerce  at  large.'' 

An  address  was  also  made  by  the  chamber  to  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  teslifyiitg  the  respect  of  the  chamber  ibr 
that  body,  and  their  confidence  in  its  wisdom — expressing 
regret  that  "the  present  condition  of  the  city,  wldch, 
through  the  whole  course  of  the  late  war,  has  been  devoted 
to  the  rage  of  British  power,  in  raany  respects,  deprives  its 
citizens  of  the  means  of  gratifying  their  cordial  wishes, 
which  we  can  assure  your  honorable  body  are  to  render 
your  .residence  among  them  convenient  and  agreeable." 
Going  on  to  express  their  conviction  that  Congress  would 
take  all  proper  measures  lor  the  advancement  of  commerce, 
the  address  thus  emphotically  concludes:  "  Because,  until 
our  national  flag  be  rendered  respectable,  and  our  public 
credit  cslaldished,  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  can 
but  partially  enjoy  the  great  blessings  of  liberty  and  ])eace 
for  which  they  have  so  successtully  contended." 

At  the  annual  meeting  on  the  first  Tuesday  (3d)  of  j\fav, 
1785,  John  Alsop  addressed  a  letter  to  the  chamber,  which 
is  entered  on  the  minutes,  pleading  a  long  and  severe  attack 
of  the  gout,  as  an  explanation  of  his  absence  from  the  board, 
and  that  and  his  advancinu'  years,  as  r<\asons  for  declining 
to  be  considered  a  candidate  lor  re-election. 

John  Alsop,  it  wil"  be  seen,  wns  chosen  the  first  President 
after  the  restoration  of  N'c'W  Yu.L  to  the  .\nnMic:in  lorces. 
He  had  been  absent  Irom  tli''  city  duriog  the  wliule  Jiritish 
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•occupation.  He  was  the  first  Vice  President  cho^'"n  nt  flm 
last  JMay  meeting  held  in  1775,  beibre  the  British  rulf  in 
tin;  cily  commenced.  After  that  he  never  met  with  the 
Board  till  that  rale  had  ended,  and  until  the  Leirislature  of 
New  York,  Iree  and  independent,  had  re-sanctioned  the 
charter  of  tlie  chamber. 

John  AIsop  could  not,  without  being  false  to  his  blood, 
prove  false  to  freedom.  Born  in  this  land,  he  sprang  from 
a  soldier  of  Cromwelfs — in  arms  against  oppression — Capt. 
Richard  Alsop,  who  came  to  America  to  take  possession  of 
a  considerable  estate  near  Newtown,  L.  I.  left  him  by  an 
uncle.  He  married  into  one  of  the  Dutcli  families  of  Long 
Island,  and  he  was  the  great-grandlather  of  the  John  Alsop 
of  whom  we  are  now  speakiiiu'.  His  father.  John,  was  born 
on  Loiig  Island,  1G97, — was  a  lawyer  of  repute,  and  setthxl 
at  .\ew  \Vindsor,  he  subsequently  removed  with  his  familv 
to  this  city  and  practiced  law  until  his  deatii  in  1761.  He 
was  barieti  in  'i'rinity  church-yard,  leaving  two  sons,  John 
and  llichard,  i)oth  of  whom  a[)plied  themselves  to  commerce. 
Iliciiard.  wlio  was  a  clerk  intlie-hoase  of  I^hilip  Livinirston, 
removed  at  an  early  age  to  ^Middletown, Conn.,  and  died  there 
in  177(5.  John  re:iiained  in  New  York  and  became  a  suc- 
cessful and  opulent  merchant.  He  was  a  man  of  large  sta- 
ture, line  presence,  and  great  intelligence.  His  early  poli- 
tical bias,  and  it  never  changed,  was  lor  his  native  country; 
yet  he  did  not  look  v/ithout  dread  upon  a  forcible  separation 
Irom  the  mother  country.  Sulmiission  to  her  unjust  claims 
lie  never  dreamed  of,  but  he  did  hope  and  strive  to.bring 
about  by  peaceful  means  an  adjustment  of  the  controversy, 
which,  while  honorable  to  us.  would  be  beneficial  for  the 
liome  irovcnn.iriil.  He  was  high  in  the  confidence  of  his 
iidlow-citizeiis,  and  on  the  25th  of  July,  1774,  he  was  elected 
by  them  one  of  the  delegates  of  the  Congress  to  be  held  in 
Philadelphia. 

He  had  illustrious  colleagues,  Philip  Livingston,  Isaac 
Low,  James  Duane,  and  John  Jay. 

Decisive  as  this  step  appeared,  ^-et  did  not  the  Congress 
throw  away  the  scabbard.  The  addresses  they  issued  to  the 
British  nation,  and  yet  more  expressly  that  made  to  tlie 
King,  spoke  of  loyal  attachment  and  of  the  hope  and  desire 
that  all  dituculties  would  be  rem.oved.  Xor  was  the  Con- 
gress or  Legislature  of  the  Province  at  all  prepared  for  se- 
])aration  from  ihi'  mother  country.  Opinio!)  then,  indeed, 
was  not  as  lar  advrinccd  as  at  the  Philadelphia  Congres-, 
for  when  tne  President  of  the,   .State  Provincial  Coiiirress, 
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the  f!:allant  Gffn.  Woodhull,  moved  that  the  thanks  of  the 
House  be  given  to  the  l'C'--pre.scntative.s  of  the  Province  for 
their  services  in  ti)C  Contincnial  Con;rrcsi:,  the  motion  was 
lost,  9  Ayes,  15  ?>ocs. 

Mr.  Alsop  was  now  fairly  launched  in  tije  public  coun- 
cils, and  in  177G,  he,  v\-itb  his  associates  in  the  Congress  of 
1774,  (except  Isaac  Low.)  was  again  sent  to  the  Continental 
Congress,  and  at  the  same  time  f hey  were  cliosen  members 
of  the  Provincial  Congress.  The  Provincial  Congress,  still 
halting  between  tvvo  opinions,  h?d  confined  the  instructions 
to  their  delegates  in  th-^"  Coiuinental  Congress  to  means  of 
reconciliation  with  England.  Up  to  this  period  very  few 
persons  in  New  York  had  thought  seriously  of  indepen clence, 
A  hope  still  lingered  and  was  cherished  that  the  ties  of  lan- 
guage, laws  nnd  lineage  would  be  strong  enough  to  hold 
together  the  two  countries,  and  that  redress  to  America 
might  be  obtained  without  separation  from  England.  The 
Provincial  Congress,  as  we  i-ave  seen,  partook  of  tins  feel- 
ing, and  at  any  rate  did  liot  look  upon  themselves  as  au-^ 
thorized  to  shake  oil  allegiance  to  Great  Britain  and  change 
the  form  of  government  without  the  direct  assent  of  the 
people.  On  the  27th  May,  1770,  therefore,  a  proposition 
was  carried  in  that  body — that  in  view  of  the  present  cir- 
cumstances of  the  country,  a  convention  be  chosen  by  the 
people  to  decide  upon  tiie  proper  course  to  be  adopted,  and 
meanwhile  that  the}',  the  Provincial  Congress,  would  only 
exercise  such  powers  as  were  clearly  delegated  to  them. 
While  the  Provincial  Congress  was  thus  hesitatin'o,-,  the 
Continental  Congress  had  already  broached  the  subject  of 
Independence,  and  on  the  2Sth  of  June,  1776.  the  New 
York  delegates  wrote  as  follows  to  the  Provincial  Conu^ress  : 

"Your  delejrates  have  expected  that  the  question  of  Inde- 
pendence will  very  shortly  be  agitated  in  Congress.  Some 
of  us  consider  ourselves  as  bound  by  our  instructions  not  to 
vote  on  that  question,  and  all  wish  to  have  your  sentiments 
thereon.  The  matter  will  admit  of  no  delay.  We  have, 
therefore,  sent  an  express,  who  will  await  your  orders."' 
This  letter  was  read,  as  the  journals  state,  with  closed  doors. 
The  original  instructions  to  their  delegates  empowered 
them  only  to  consent  to  and  determine  on  such  measures  as 
should  be  '*  eftectual  tor  the  re-estrdjlishmcnt  and  preserva- 
tion of  American  rights  and  privileges,  and  the  restnrntion 
of  harmony  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonies." — \Vith 
such  power,  it  is  clear  they  could  take  no  eliicient  |)art  in 
the  deliberations  for  Independence.     John  Jay  and  others. 
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of  the  dt'logates  went  home  to  ascertain  the  A^ews  of  the 
'  eople  anil  Congress  of  New  York — bnt  still  no  new  in- 
structions were  given  to  them,  nor  sent  to  the  delegates 
who  remained  in  Philadelphia. 

Yet  matters  pressed.  Sir  Wm.  Howe  arrived  at  Sandy 
Hook  on  the  25th  June,  and  three  days  afterward  was  joined 
by  all  the  fieet  and  forces  from  Halifax.  The  Provincial 
Congress  invested  Gen.  Washington  with  full  power,  and 
and  on  the  SOth  retired  themselves  from  New  York  tO' 
White  Plains. 

A  second  letter  now  came  from  the  delegntes  in  the  Con- 
tinental Coni:ress  inclosing  a  draft  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence reported  on  2^th  .Tune.  On  2d  ."luly  another 
letter  was  despatched  by  the  delegates,  Mr.  Livimxston  and 
Mr.  Alsop — the  other  two,  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Uuane,  being 
in  attendance  on  the  Provincial  Congress — stating  their 
great  embaYrassment  for  want  of  instrnctions.  l^^very  other 
colony  but  N'^v  York  had  given  their  delegates  positive  in- 
structions to  votp  for  independence,  or  left  them  free  "  to  act 
according  to  their  own  judirment.  As  for  thems(dves,  their 
hands  were  tied :  tli'-y  could  vote  neither  one  way  nor  the 
other.  What  shall  we  do  ? — say  they — Retire,  or  remain  ? — 
and  if  remaining,  shall  we  vote  or  not?  Our  situation  is 
singular  and  delicate.  We  wait,  then,  your  earliest  advices 
and  instructions,  whether  we  are  to  consider  our  Colony 
bound  by  the  vote  oi'  the  majority  in  favor  of  Independence. 
Once  ])ossessed  of  your  instructions  we  will  use  our  best  en- 
deavor to  follow  them." 

No  new  instructions  were  given,  notwithstanding  these- 
urgent  appeals,  and  of  course  the  old  instructions  stood,  ^nd 
lnde|)endence  was  declarfid  without  the  vote  of  New  York. 
Mr  Jctferson,  in  his  correspondence  referring  to  this  occur- 
rence, says:  ''The  delegates  from  New  York  declared  tliey 
were  for  it  themselves,  and  were  assured  their  constituents 
were,  ])ut  as  they  had  no  authority  by  their  instructions, 
they  thouirht  themselves  not  justiliable  in  voting  on  either 
side,  and  asked  leave  to  withdraw  from  the  question,  which 
was  granted." 

'J  he  Presid(Mit  of  Congress,  Jolin  Hancock,  in  a  letter 
dated  (U.h  July,  connnunicated  to  the  Provincial  Congress  of 
New  York  a  co]iy  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
adopted  ou  the  4Mi.  The  House  immediately,  on  the  9th 
July,  went  into  cua<i(iei;aion  of  it,  and  unanimundy  passed 
this  resolution: 

"That  the  reasons  assigned  bv  the  Continental  Congress 


M  i/.l/l    .AW  Olb 

V  •:;  '■   '     r.  ^  /t  ^•■'l.l;')l  >'.  .,!l    'lo 

M  ,           ■  ■  •  '              •,,       ■    •!.  ,       ...   i', 

.  ,  ,                  ,  . .  (       ■  ■  ■  .  .  ■              ,  ,\             ,  I    ^       i  .  ,^ 


/.  ■''-  ■       ..■-'.  )l(  ■■■  .i- 


,^«.  MR.  kixg's  discourse.  411 

for  declaring  the  United  Colonies  free  and  independent,  are 
co2:ent  and  conclu.sivc  ;  and  tliat  while  we  lament  the  cruel 
necessity  which  has  rendered  the  measure  unavoidable,  we 
apj)rove  the  same,  and  ^vii!,  at  the  risk  ol  our  livt-s  and  I'or- 
tunes.  join  with  the  other  Colonics  in  suj)po;iiri<r  it — and 
that  the  delegales  of  this  State  in  the  Continental  Congress 
be  and  they  hereby  are  authorised  to  consult,  and  ndopt  all 
such  measures  as  tlicy  may  deem  conducive  to  the  luij)})!- 
ness  and  welfare  of  the  United  States." 

The  sudden  change  of  feeling  indicated  by  the  unani- 
mous adoption  of  this  resolution,  irom  a  state  of  hesitation, 
doubt  and  inaction,  to  such  a  degree  as  to  leave  unanswered 
the  urgent  appeals  of  their  delegates  for  instructions,  may 
be  explained  in  part,  possibly,  by  the  consideration  that  the 
step  was  taken  irrevocably  by  the  Continental  Congress,  and' 
that  there  wa;s  no  longer  room  therefore  for  deliberation  or 
dissent.*  However  that  may  be.  John  Alsop  felt  himselt 
slighted  by  the  course  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  and  in  a 
letter  to  that  body,  dated  Philadelphia,  IGth  July,  he  thus 
gives  vent  to  his  feelins's  : 

"Gentlkmen:  Yesterday  our  President  read  in  Congress 

•  This  seeinins  incousi.stency  is  explained  in  the  following  extract,  which 
shows  that  the  body  which  dfclared  New  York  an  indtpeudent  Stnte  w^is  a  dif- 
ferent one  from  that  which  hesitated  to  give  instructions  to  ilieir  delegates  in 
Congress. 

Extract  from  the  Life  of  General  yathaniel  WoodhuU,  in  Knni'i's  American 
]jingraphi/,page  375. 

"  On  the  28th  August,  1775,  Gen.  Woodhiil!  was  elected  President  of  the 
"Provincial  Congress,  and  held  the  same  oince  in  the  body  that  sLieeecdid  it  in  KTti. 
Doubtino:  its  powers  to  conform  to  the  reconmiendation  of  the  Coiuiiie!;!:;!  Con- 
gress, by  crectitiu  a  new  form  of  government  to  the  e.vcliisiiin  of  all  lorei_fn  con- 
trol, the  Provincial  Coni^resg,  on  the  31st  May,  1776,  recommended  to  the 
electors  ufthe  se\eral  coiinlies,  to  vest  the  necessary  powers  eirh-T  in  their  pre- 
sent members,  or  in  oiheis  to  he  chosen  in  their  siead.  Tlie  Briiish  army  having, 
on  the  30th  June,  appeared  off  the  harbor  of  New  York,  the  Provincial  Con- 
gress, on  U-i  adjournment  thai  day,  directed  that  the  Conges,?  in  whicil  the  new 
powers  were  vested,  a. id  which  was  to  assemble  on  the  fcili  July, should  meet  at 
White  Plains.  Thev  did  noi  lu  lad  ji.ssemble  until  the  Uih  July,  1776,  when 
Gen.  Woodhuli  was  elio-en  President. 

"  The  Deelaraiiuii  if  Independrnee,  passed  on  the  d:Ii  in--[ant,  had  not  received 
the  unanimous  appichaiiun  of  the  Cuioiies  in  th:  tJoi;tiii<Miial  Congress,  the  dele- 
gates from  the  Colony  ot'  New  Yoik  lia\in;i;  declined  in  vi.ie,  because,  although 
they  were  person-lily  for  tiie  measure,  and  believed  tii-'ir  consiituenis  to  be  so, 
they  were  fettered  by  instructions  drawn  nearly  a  tweivpini>nih  before,  when  the 
hope  of  reconciliation  was  yet  ciierished.  Immediately  on  ilieirnieetinL'.irie  new 
rrovinejal  Congress  unanimously  ad-nted  the  Deciaralion,  (Gen.  Woodiiull  pre- 
siding., on  the  part  ot  the  Peopl--  id  jV' w  York;  thus  liiiinG:  the  void  occasioned 
by  ilie  wnnti)f  llie  ni.-ce.^sary  pow.Ts  i;i  th'dr  dele.^ates  at  I'idlndeiphia.  On  the 
next  day  they  a-^suined  the  tiile.of  '  tiie  CniirmHun  nf  the  Urprrsentati,f.s  (if  the 
Utate  of  I^'cw  York-,'  and  subsequ<  ntly  formed  llie  first  Cciis'itdtion  of  the  ^tate. 
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a  resolve  of  ycnv  honorable  body,  of  0th  inst.,  ?n  which  yon 
declare  iVev/  York  a  Tree-,  and  independent  State.  1  cannot 
help  soying  I  am  riuch  surprised  to  find  it  coming  thu\ii:h 
this  channel.  Ihe  usual  rnj'tiiod  hitherto  practiced,  has 
been  for  the  Convention  of  each  Colony  to  give  their  dele- 
gates instructions  to  act  and  to  vote  upon  all  and  any  im- 
poitiuU  questions.  And  in  the  last  letter  we  \vere  favored 
\vith  from  your  body,  you  told  ur.  you  were  not  competent 
or  authorised  to  give  us  in.slructionson  the  grand  qiiestio7i ; 
nor  have  you  been  oiejised  to  answer  our  letter  of  2d  insf. 
otherwise  than  by  yonr  resolve  transmitted  to  the  President. 
I  think  we  were  cnuiled  to  an  answer.'' 

This  is  the  expression  of  natural  and  marly  indignation 
at  an  unmerited  slij:ht. 

Mr.  Alsop  concluded  this  letter  by  dc-claring  fliat  it  was 
against  his  judgnicnt  and  inclination  that  the  door  of  re- 
conciliation v.ith  Great  Britian  should  be  closed,  and  there- 
fore tendered  his  resignation  as  a  delegate  to  the  Continen- 
tal Congress.  This  was  accepted  ;  and  here  terminates;- 
]Mr.  Alsop's  political  life. 

The  city  of  New  York  being  now  in  possession  oi  the 
British,  with  whom  his  country  was  at  open  war,  Mr.  Alsop 
hesitated  not  at  oil  as  to  his  course  ;  for  he  was  tiioroughly 
a  Whig,  although  not  yet  believing  in  the  unavoidable  se- 
paration of  the  two  countries — but  abandoning  his  property 
and  large  mercantile  interests  in  New  York,  he  withdrew 
to  MiddlctovN-n,  Ct.,  where  resided  his  brother  Richard,  and 
remained  there  till  the  evacuation  of  the  city  in  1783. 

He  was  then,  chosen  President  of  the  Chambrr  of  Com- 
mpree,  as  has  been  already  stated,  and  resumed  his  mer- 
cantile operations,  and  was  a  larse  and  tbrtunate  under- 
writer, belbre  the  era  of  incorporated  insurance  companies. 

I\Ir.  Alsop  lost  his  wife  in  1773 — leaving  him  with  an 
only  child,  a  daughter,  who  was  married  in  the  year  1787 
to  Ihifus  King,  then  a  Delegate  from  iNiassachusctts  to  the 
Continental  Congres;;,  sitting  in  New  Y^ork. 

Mr.  Alsop  survived  till  1795,  when  he  died  in  t)ie  full 
possession  of  his  faculties,  though  at  a  v-ery  advanced  age, 
vith  a  reputation  unstained,  and  amid  the  general  respect. 

7'he  following  oliicers  were  chosen  by  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  at  the  May  meeting  in  1785 — after  ]Mr.  Alsop's 
declining  are-election  :  John  Broome,  President ;  \Vm.  Con- 
stable, 1st  Vice  President;  Paschall  A.  Smith.  2d  Vice  Pre- 
sident ;  Joshua  Saiids,  Treasurer ;  Adam  Gilchrist,  Jr.,  Se- 
cretary. 
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A  special  meeting  M-as  held  on  ^Moiuiay  (ho  IGtli  ^lay,  to 
consider  of  a  circidar  letter  from  Boston  of  2'^d  April, 
signed  by  Joifx  Hancock  and  several  other  merchants,  which 
enclosed  Jtcsolations  passed  by  the  people  of  Boston  in  town 
meeting  on  IGth  April.  The  letter  sets  forth  the  alarming 
si  uation  of  our  commercial  intercourse  with  Great  Britain, 
"the  necessity  of  a  comiucrcial  treaty  between  the  two 
countries,  as  from  want  of  such  a  treat}',  and  the  foolish 
predilection  of  too  many  of  our  citizens  for  the  manufac- 
tures of  that  nation,  we  are  principally  subjected  to  the  in- 
conveniences ^^e  now  experience."  The  letter  farther  sets 
forth  that  by  reason  of  the  ri'^orous  execution  of  her  navi- 
gation acts,  by  the  discouragements  of  all  sorts  thrown  in 
the  way  of  American  exports,  and  of  American  navijration, 
no  remittances  other  than  in  cash  can  be  made  for  the  mer- 
chandise imported,  thus  producing  a  general  complaint  of 
the  want  of  a  suiiieient  medium  to  answer  the  ordinary  pur- 
poses of  life.  The  oidy  cliccrual  remedy  for  this  evil  state 
of  things,  is  in  the  words  of  this  letter:  "'the  vesting  Con- 
gress with  full  power  to  regulate  the  internal  as  well  as 
external  commerce  of  all  the  States,"'  and  it  therei'ore  calls 
upon  the  chamber  for  an  immediate  application  "  to  the 
State  to  vest  such  power  in  congress  (if  they  have  not  al- 
ready done  so)  as  shall  be  competent  to  the  great  and  in- 
teresting purpose  of  placing  the  com-incrce  of  the  United 
States  upon  a  looting  of  perfect  equality  wivh  every  other 
nation;"  and  farther  "  to  petition  conirrcss  (when  they  shall 
be  vested  with  such  authority)  to  make  such  internal  regu- 
lations as  shall  have  that  happy  effect  to  encourage 
attention  to  our  manufactures,  and  remove  the  embarrass- 
ments under  \\hich  trade  at  present  labors."  The  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  wisely  deeming  that  this  w  :js  a  subject 
too  large  to  be  deliberated  upon  or  decided  by  their  single 
corporation,  resolved  to  call  a  public  meeting  of  all  the  cit- 
izens, at  the  City  Hall,  on  ^Vednesday,  lOth  June,  and  re- 
quested the  President  of  the  chamber  to  attend  and  explain 
the  objects  of  the  meeting. 

No  report  from  the  President  of  the  result  of  this  public 
meeting,  is  entered  upon  the  minulej,  nor  is  there  any  far- 
ther allusion  to  it. 

The  minutes  of  3d  January,  1786,  present  the  memorial 
of  Christopher  Collis  to  the  Chamber,  asking  their  aid  to  an 
enterprise  he  meditated,  and  which  had  received  encourage- 
ment from  the  Legislature — no  less  than  connecting  the  Citif 
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by  artijicial  navii^alion  vAtli  the  lakes — the  germ  of  tho  Erie 
Canal !     Tiie  memorial  runs  thus  : 

•'  Your  memori.ili.st  has  formed  a  desiirn  of  opening  an  in- 
tercourse with  the  interior  parts  oi"  the  United  States,  b}-  an 
artitieial  inland  navigation,  along  the  Moha-f-vk  fliver  and 
Wood  Creek  to  the  great  lakes — a  design  which  must  evi- 
dentl)^  extend  the  commerce  of  this  city  with  exceeding  ra- 
pidity beyond  what  it  can  possibly  arrive  at  by  any  other 
means;  a  design  w^hich  Providence  has  manifestly  pointed 
out.  and  which,  in  the  hands  of  a  commercial  peo[)le,  must 
evidently  tend  to  make  them  2:reat  and  powerful;  and 
which,  though  indefinite  in  its  advantages,  may  be  efiected 
for  a  sum  j,erfectlv  trifling  when  compared  w  ith  the  advan- 
tages." 

•  The  memorialist  adds  that  he  had  applied  to.  and  receiv- 
ed encouragement  from,  the  legislature — that  he  had  ex- 
amined the  ground  "at  the  Cuhoes,  the  Little  Falls,  and 
Fort  tScluiyler,"  and  found  that  no  considerable  diiiiculty 
existed  ;  finally,  that  he  had  secured  •'  a  number  of  respect- 
able gentlemen  as  subscribers,''  and  asked  fur  the  counte- 
nance and  subscription  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  That 
body  returned  an  answer  to  JMr.  Collisthat  they  entertained 
the  highest  ideas  of  the  utility  of  his  scheme,  wished  it  all 
success,  but  that  as  a  corporation  thi  y  had  no  funds. 

Tins  was  in  January,  1786,  little  more  than  two  years 
after  the  evacuaiion  of  the  city — and  indicates,  under  the 
circumstances  of  prostration  and  discouragement  in  which 
the  commerce,  currency  and  resources  of  the  country  were, 
at  the  close  of  the  war,  the  remarkable  spirit  of  enterprise 
and  sagacious  looking  into  the  future,  which  forty  years. 
lat(-r  bad  its  full  scope  and  fruition  in  the  completion  of  the 
Erie  Canal. 

The  Legislature,  at  its  session  in  the  beginning  of  thf> 
yeai-  178(;,  having  under  discussion  a  scheme  for  issuing 
I'aprr  Money,  and  makimir  it  a  le<jal  tender,  the  chamber,  on 
the  isth  February,  adopt(;d  a  memorial  setiing  forth  the  evils 
and  inmiorality  of  such  an  issue,  and  caused  copies  thereof 
to  be  circulated  lor  signatures  all  through  the  city.  It  is  a 
most  able  memorial,  setting  forth,  in  the  clearest  light,  the 
.evils  of  such  a  course.  A  single  extract  is  quoted  to  show 
the  vigor  of  thought  and  of  style  in  which  the  paper  is 
written. 

"^Yilhout  at'cm^tinir  a  di-cussion  of  the  subject  at  large, 
your  meiiioriali  .t-  n'.-iK-ctfully  beg  U^ave  to  submit  a  few 
/"cniai'ks  which  to  th.'m  appear  unanswerable. 
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•*  1st — If  tho,  paper  emittt'd  should  staiul  on  snch  a  basis 
as  to  render  it  in  ihe  public  est)r,iu,Uun  equal  to  gold  and 
silver,  the  interveniion  of  Irgi.slativc  -iuthcji-ity  to  enforce  its 
reception  mur-t  be  unnecessary.  If  i'.  should  not  stand  on 
such  a  basis,  thai",  intervention  v%-ould  he  unjust  and  inde- 
fensible on  any  principle  of  moraiity  or  public  utility. 

"  It  would  bo  by  law  to  enable  the  debtor  to  defraud  his 
creditor. 

"  It  would  be  by  law  to  give  the  property  of  one  set  of 
men  to  another. 

"  It  would  be  by  law  to  Involve  creditors  in  ricin,  in  order 
to  save  del)tors  fron:  distns^, 

"It  would  be  by  law  to  un.dermine  all  the  principles  of 
private  credit,  private  faith,  and  private  hon(.'sty. 

"  If  it  were  to  be  admitted  in  its  fullest  extent  thnt  many 
debtors  will  be  ruined,  what  interest  has  the  State  in 
substituting  one  set  of  luincd  men  to  another  set  of  ruin- 
ed men  ?" 

The  whole  memorial  is  couched  in  like  terse  and  forcible 
language,  and  seems  to  have  excited  quite  a  commotion  in 
the  legislature,  for  they  refuf5ed  to  print  it — and  when  it 
was  up  next  day,  and  was  read  as  part  of  the  minutes. 
that  portion  of  the  minutes  Vv'as  ordered  to  be  ohlilerated. 
The  truth  was  too  reproachful  to  be  permitted  to  stand. 
As  it  may  possibly  interest  some  readers  to  know  the  exact 
course  whicli  this  matter  took  in  the  legislature.  I  have 
thrown  into  a  note,  explanatory  extracts  from  the  journals 
,of  the  legislature,  kindly  looked  up  for  me  by  the  Assistant 
Librarian  of  the  Hist.  Society,  !Mr.  Geo.  II.  Moore.* 

At  the  Annual  fleeting  of  ?tlay,  '86,  John  Broome  was 
reelected  President.  .  . 

*  In  the  Assembly,  Jan.  21,  1786.  Mr.  Paine  moved  for  a  Committep  of  one 
ifrom  each  county  to  devise  the  best  inethiid  tor  emitting  a  paper  currency,  and 
.for  considering  and  reporting  mean?  and  measures  for  discharging  ihe  public 
.debts. 

Carried — and  Cojiimittee  app.  (12.)     Journal,  p.  15. 

Committee  reported  on  Feb.  4.  Bill  ordered,  ^"c.  &c.,for  emitting  X'200,000 
in  bills  of  credit  of  this  State.  Same  Corn.  wi:h  the  addition  of  two  new 
^lemhers. 

Bill  reported  and  r«ad  Feb.  6. 

Feb.  7.  Refer-ed  to  Com.  of  the  V/ho!e  House. 

Progress  reported  Feb.  10.  Feb.  1 1,  1!?,  14,  15,  16,  17,  18,  20,21,22.  (Pe- 
titions rec'd  nud  re''ened  to  the  Com.)  23. — (JFarpei's  ameiuhiient  makini^  the 
bills  a  ler;al  tenrler  in  payment  of  all  debts  and  contracis, -'V  •.,  reir-fiedi  25_ 
,(Same  auit-ndmcnt  recimsidered  and  negatived,  and  Mr.  Srlii.oiunaUiT  moved 
,<he  clause  in  the  ;>nr  No.  LX,  (set-  below,)  \\  hjch  was  adopted,;  2>,  .March  1. 

March  2d.  A  Mentjiiul  of  itie  Chamlia'  nf  Comvtercc  was  read.     Reference 
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As  exemplifying  manners  at  this  early  clay,  it  may  he 
Tnentioiied  that  in  the  minutes  of  30th  June  is  this  entry  : 

"  The  President  produced  a  letter  from  Chas.  Thomson, 
.Secretary  of  Con2;ress,  informing  the  Chamber  that  there 
Mould  be  a  public  levee  at  the  house  of  the  President  of 
Congress,  from  12  to  2  o'clock  on  the  4th  July." 

The  matter  was  referred  to  a  Commitrrc.  and  tliey  re- 
ported, and  the  Board  resolved  that  the  Chiimber  of  Com- 
merce should  meet  and  proceed  as  a  distinct  organization  to 
the  levee. 

On  13th  February,  'S7,  it  was  resolved  that 

*'  Such  merchants  being  citizens  of  this  State  as  were 
members  of  this  corporation,  antecedent  to  the  confirmation 

noved  to  the  Committee  above  and  negatived.  Motion  to  enter  it  on  the  Jour- 
nal, voted  down. 

March  3d.  IMemorial  being  read  as  a  part  of  the  Minutes,  ordered  to  be  ohlil' 
crated. 

Memorial  referred  to  a  Committee  of  Five,  Messrs.  Boyd,  Troup,  Livingston, 
Hnvens  and  Pell. 

March  3d.  Committee  on  the  Bill  having  informed  the  House  of  their  readi- 
ness to  report,  Mr.  Gardner  moved  a  postponement  of  consideration  of  the  Bill 
till  the  Committee  on  the  Memorial  should  report,  whicli  motion  did  not  prevail. 
I\Ir.  Gordon  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  Section  LX.  (See  below) — negatived. 
Mr.  Troup  then  moved  that  the  Bill  be  rejected — negatived. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

March  4th.  Mr.  Gordon  moved  a  resolution  to  order  the  Printer  to  the  State 
to  print  in  his  paper  the  Memorial,  &,c. — not  allowed. 

March  Gth.  Engrossed  Dill  read  a  third  time  and  passed.    Sent  to  Senate,  &c. 

Senate. — March  7th.  Bill  received  from  Assembly  and  ordered  to  a  second 
reading. 

March  8th.  Committed  to  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  with  it  the  Memorial 
and  Petition  of  the  Chamber  of  Conmierce,  and  a  Petition  of  600  inhabitants  of 
the  city  of  N.  Y.,  itc.  &c. 

Progress  reported  March  10,13,14.  (Memorial  of  Merchants,  &c.)  15,  16,23, 
2S,  29,  (question  whether  the  money  emitted  should  be  a  tender,  decided  in  the 
negative,)  and  Section  LX.  amended,  &:c.  &c.  Sent  to  the  Assembly  for  con- 
currence in  amendments. 

April  1st.  Bill  returned  from  Assembly — various  amendments  not  concurred 
in,  and  the  Senate  receded  from  all  but  two.  and  on 

April  6ih.  They  came  to  an  agreement,  ic. 

Session  Laws,  9th  Session. — 178C. 

An  Act  for  emitting  the  sum  of  Two  Hundred  Thousand  Pounds  in  bills  of 
credit,  fur  the  purposes  therein  mentioned.     Passed  the  18ih  of  April,  1786. 

Sect.  LVJI.  [Gold  and  tilver  and  the  bills  emitted  by  this  Act  only  to  be  re- 
ceived for  duties  by  the  Collector.] 

Sect.  LX.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  the  bills 
of  credit  to  be  emitted  by  virtue  ot'  this  Act,  shall  be  a  legal  tender  in  all  cases 
when  any  suit  is  or  shall  be  brought  or  conmnenced  for  any  debt  or  damages, and 
the  cost  of  suit,  in  any  strtge  of  the  proceedings  thereof — provided  always,  iluit 
nothing  in  th:s  Act  shall  e.xtend  to  contravene  any  treaty  between  the  U.  S.  of 
America  and  any  Foreign  State  or  Power. 
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of  tbp  cliartrr  by  a  la^v  of  the  State  of  New  York,  passed 
10th  April,  '84.  shall  be  and  herrby  are  admitted  and  de- 
-clared  to  be  m-^mbers  thermf — provided  that  they  respec- 
tively attend  the  chamber  at  a  stated  meetiiiir  and  signify 
their  consent  to  be  considered  members  on  or  before  the 
first  Tuesday  in  June  next." 

This  was  a  peace-offering  to  those  who,  having  remain- 
•ed  in  the  city  during  the  British  occupation,  had,  ^^cfter  the 
close  of  the  war,  been  looked  upon  with  averted  eyes. 

At  the  meetiiig  in  June,  of  this  year,  it  was  resolved  that 
the  members  of  the  chamber  would  dine  together,  on  the 
4th  July,  at  Bradford's  Cofiee  House — and  that  sach  other 
citizens  as  might  choose,  be  invited  to  unite  in  the  dinner.. 
"  Fifteen  shillinirs  for  each,"  says  the  report  recommending 
this  patriotic  dinner,  '•  would,  ^vith  economy,  probably  be 
adequate  to  the  expense  of  the  entertainment."  Prices  as 
well  as  times  a"d  men  have  changed  very  considerably 
since  then,  and  Js.  or  $5,  is  now  about  the  lowest  mark, 
for  like  festivr  ,s. 

At  the  Seprrniber  meeting  a  revision  of  the  By-Laws  was- 
discussed  and  adopted.  Also  regulations  respecting  damages- 
on  Bills  of  Exchange,  commissions  on  Business,  quality 
and  weight  of  Goods,  &c.  Among  the  By-Laws  then  adopt- 
ed was  one  to  the  etTect  that  any  member  of  the  corpora^ 
tion  refusing  to  submit  to  the  Arbitration  Committee,  or 
other  members  of  the  chamber,  any  matters  of  account 
which  they  may  be  concerned  in,  be  expelled  the  chamber^ 
A  motion  to  reconsider  this  resolution  was  made  by  Gen. 
Malcolm,  at  the  December  meeting,  and  lost. 

The  chamber  occupied  itself  with  all  the  subjects  of  in- 
terest to  commerce,  and  occasionally  went  fartlicr,  as  at  the 
September  mnetino-,  17S8,  they  resolved, 

"  That  the  President,  in  behalf  of  the  chamber,  wait  upon 
his  Worship  the  jNIayor,  to  request  tliat  the  corporation 
would  be  pleased  to  fit  up  and  repair  the  City  JLall  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  make  it  convenient  as  possible  for  the  re- 
ception of  Congress,  which  is  to  meet  in  this  city  in  March 
next." 

At  the  next  meeting  in  October  an  additional  resolution 
was  passed,  wLicli,  alter  setting  forth  the  great  advantage 
to  the  city  and  stale,  that  Congress  should  meeL  in  New 
York,  required  the  chamber  to  make  efforts  with  the  legis- 
lature for  the  passing  of  a  law  that  the  expenses  incurred 
in  providing  for  the  accommodation  of  Congress  be  a  charge 
against  t!t<'  State. 
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It  lias  breii  ncLiccd  in  a  preceding  pnrt  of  this  memoir, 
that  in  aratelul  remembrance  of  Lieut.  GoA^ernor  Cold-Mi'^ 
ready  compliance  Avith  tlie  request  of  the  founders  of  ilie 
J^ssociatioa  that  he  would  irrant  to  it  an  act  of  incorj)ora- 
tion,  a  jjicture  of  the  Lieut.  Governor  was  painted  lor,  and 
at  the  expense  of,  the  chamber. 

On  the  1st  February,  1790,  Vice  President  Murray  noti- 
fied the  chamber  that  this  picture,  in  .2:ood  presei-vation^ 
was  in  hands  which  were  willin;]^  to  restore  it  to  its  owners  ; 
whereupon  the  president  was  requested  to  write  to  the  per- 
son indicated,  and  ask  tor  its  restoration.  It  was,  accord- 
ingly, restored  to  the  cliamber  in  May,  I7!)3,  by  Cadwalla- 
der  D.  Golden.  Esq.,  son  of  the  Lieut.  Governor,  and  or- 
dered to  be  framed. 

Tlic  .Secretary  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Mr.  P.  i\f. 
Wetmore,  whose  zeal  and  intelligence  in  all  he  undertakes, 
arc  not  less  [irized  by  this  .Society,  of  which  he  is  an  lion- 
ored  and  most  useful  member,  than  by  the  Chamber  ot  Com- 
merce— at  my  request  fnrni.-^hed  the  curious  information 
concerning  this  picture,  and  other  objects  valuable  to  the 
chamber,  embraced  in  ihc  annexed  letter: 

New  York,  November  20,  1848. 

INIy  Dear  Sir;  In  rcpl}^  to  your  note  asking  for  any  in- 
formation of  interest  relating  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  I 
will  state  as  brielly  as  possible  one  or  two  incidents  which 
may  be  deemed  worthy  of  notice  in  your  proposed  discourse. 

\Vhen  1  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  my  duties  as  .Sec- 
retary of  the  chamber  in  184.?,  I  received  a  single  A^olume 
of  minutes  of  its  proceedings,  and  could  not  learn  on  inqui- 
ry of  my  predecessors  that  any  previous  volurnes  \\-ere  ex-- 
tant.  I'ossessing  something  of  an  antiquarian  disposition,. 
I  was  not  content  to  believe  that  the  history  of  so  ancient 
an  incorporation  could  be  imperfect.  After  diligent  inquiry, 
and  tracing  the  aliairs  back  through  a  number  of  years,! 
was  so  fortunate  as  to  find  in  a  lumber  box  at  a  store  in 
Front  street  the  two  volumes  of  early  records  now  in  your 
possession.  They  form  a  complete  series  from  the  organi- 
zation of  the  institution,  in  1708,  to  the  present  timeT  A 
.short  hiatus  occurs  at  tUa  close  of  the  Icevolution,  and  it  is 
probable  that  no  sessions  of  the  chamber  were  held  during 
that  p-i^riod. 

While  occupied  in  my  s(  arch  for  the  missing  records.  I 
accidcntly  learned   thai    in  the  garret  of  a  store  in  CollVo 
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House  slip — (I  am  qnite  su)  e  that  yo.;,  vill  5:an.ction  the  use 
ot'  that  old,  familiar  dcbic:rartiur!,  j-ither  tluiu  ijie  more  mo- 
dern one  of  Wall  street.)  wore  to  b?  lound  two  larirc  frames 
supposed  to  be  the  property  of  the  chairiber.  Upon  re- 
moving the  canvass  covering  and  the  '^oat  of  mildew 
and  dust  within,  1  had  the  great  sat  is  fact  ion  of  discovering 
two  fine  historical  portraits.  The  injuries  resulting  irom 
long  exposure  and  a  fe'.v  accidents  Vvcre  soun  repaired,  and 
these  line  pictures  now  occupy  prominent  positions  in  the 
gallery  of  the  Historical  ^Society,  where  they  were  depo- 
sited lor  safe  custody  by  authority  of  the  chamber. 

The  portrait  of  L^ent.  Governor  Cadwailader  Colden.the 
Executive  officer  of  the  Colony  of  New  York  at  the  period 
of  the  incorporation  of  the  chamber,  is  by  an  artist  of  the 
name  of  Pine,  whose  history  is  unknown  to  me.  The  other 
is  itnquestionably  the  best  full  ien:rth  portrait  extant  of 
Alexander  Hamilton.  It  is  a  production  of  great  merit,  and 
bears  evidence  of  being  from  the  hand  of  Trumbull,  and  yet 
no  mention  is  made  of  it  in  Dunlap's  work.  If  it  be  Trum- 
bull's, it  is  certainly  one  of  his  best  portraits.  I  have  not 
been  able  to  find  any  allusion  to  it  in  the  minutes. 

These  pictures  arc  remembered  as  having  been  conspi- 
cuous ornaments  of  the  room  occupied  by  the  chamber  in 
the  old  Merchants'  Exchange,  and  were  saved  from  the 
flames  when  that  building  was  destroyed,  in  the  iz-reat  con- 
flagration, on  the  morninir  of  December  10th,  1835.  When- 
ever the  merchants  of  JNev/  York  shall  evince  enough  of 
public  spirit  to  provide  a  suitable  building  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  chamber,  and  thus  secure  a  local  hal/ita- 
tion  for  so  ancient  and  honorable  an  association,  the  custo- 
dy of  these  line  paintinirs  will  doubtless  be  resumed.  'J'hey 
should  be  reirarded  as  the  beginning:,  only,  of  a  gallery  of 
portraits  illustrating  our  history  as  a  commercial  people. 

The  seal  of  the  chamber,  which  I  send  to  you  with  this, 
is  an  interesting  memorial  of  past  times.  It  is  of  massive 
silver,  about  three  inches  in  diameter,  and  was  made  in 
London.  It  bears  date  1770,  the  year  of  the  Society's  in- 
corporation. The  puiity  of  the  latin  motto — IS'on  Nobis 
Nati  Su/iim — h;ts  been  (juestioued  by  graduates  of  the  later 
schools,  \\heiher  justly  so  or  not,  you  can  determine  bet- 
ter than  I.* 

•  The  laiinity  of  this  motto  could  oniy  seem  questionable  to  thcmi  who  mis- 
took the  word  i^'oluni  for  a  sui>st;imive,  instf.id  of  an  adverb, — as  it  is  here — 
"  Not  born  tor  ourselves  aloiv  ,"  is  a  very  titling  motto,  in  very  goodlatia — for 
an  incorporafion  of  merchant?. 
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A  somewhat  curious  story  attaclics  to  this  seal.  Some- 
years  fii'ter  the  Revolution,  a  gentleman  interested  in  thf 
afiair.s  of  tliis  country,  in  looking-  through  a  sort  of  curiosi- 
tv  shop  in  London,  whore  a  miscellaneous  collection  ol' per- 
sonal eiiects  was  displayed  to  catch  the  eye  of  a  purchaser, 
fortunately  discovered  this  signet  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  New  York.  He  immediately  secured  the  valua- 
ble estray,  and  with  commendable  patriotism  restored  it  to 
the  proper  custody.  I  regret  that  1  am  unable  to  give  you 
his  name.  If  access  could  be  had  to  the  papers  of  the  late 
John  Pintard,  for  many  years  Secretary  of  the  Chamber — a 
thorouizh  antiquarian  in  feeling  and  practice,  many  authen- 
tic and  interesting  details  relating  to  this  and  other  inci- 
dents belonging  to  your  subject,  would  doubtless  be  tbund. 
It  was  the  habitual  occupation  of  Mr.  Pintard  to  record 
everything  of  this  nature,  and  his  diary  must  be  rich  in  his- 
torical details. 

It  I  mistake  not,  Anthony  Van  Dam,  who  was  the  first 
secretary  of  the  chamber,  and  continued  to  hold  the  ofllce 
until  the  close  of  the  revolution,  went  to  England  among 
the  royalists  expatriated  at  that  period.  He  became,  I 
believe,  an  agent  of  the  underwriters  at  Lloyd's.  Is  it  not 
fair  to  suppose  that  through  some  inadvertency  of  his,  as  he 
was  the  legal  custodier  ot  the  article,  our  seal  found  its  way 
to  London,  and  after  his  death,  into  the  hands  of  the  dealer 
in  second-hand  wares  ?  There  was  a  tablet  to  the  memo- 
ry of  Van  Dam  erected  in  one  of  our  city  churches,  (St. 
Paul's,  1  think,)  by  ?,Ir.  Pintard. 

In  my  .search  for  objects  of  interest  connected  with  the 
past  history  of  the  chamber,  my  attention  was  naturally  di- 
rected to  the  oi'iginal  charter,  granted  by  Lieut.  Gov.  Gol- 
den in  the  name  of  His  ^Majesty  George  III.,  and  which  I 
knew  had  been  in  existence  some  few  years  previously. 
Every  ctiort  in  my  power  was  made  at  the  time,  and  has 
bot;n  continued  since,  but  as  yet  without  success,  lor  the  re- 
covery of  this  interesting  link  in  our  historical  chain. 

There  is  a  bit  of  history,  also,  connected  with  this  old 
charter.  Some  five-and-tweniy  years  ago,  Admiral  Wal- 
ton, of  the  British  Navy,  succeeded  by  inheritance  to  the 
property  of  his  family  in  this  city  ;  and  on  taking  posses- 
sion, among  a  va'^t  accumulation  of  miscellaneous  lumber, 
boxes,  baskets  and  charts — articles  of  domestic  economy, 
dragoon  saddles  and  Hessian  muskets,  in  the  spacious  attic 
of  '•  Walton  House."  in  Pearl  street,  was  found  the  original 
charter  of  the  Chr-mber  of  Commerce.     It  was  very  large, 
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about  three  feet  in  vidlh.  \vith  the  ma'^sivc  v/axen  seal  of 
the  crown,  six  hiclies  in  diameter,  attached,  and  the  whole 
carefully  encased  in  tin  and  enclosed  in  mahogany.  The 
Admiral  immediately  made  known  the  discovery  to  j\Ir. 
Pintard,  who  took  possession  of  the  document. 

Secretary  Van  Dam  was  known  to  have  been  an  inti- 
mate friend,  probably  a  relative,  of  the  Walton  family, 
William  Walton  had  once  been  president  of  the  cham-  i 
ber.  These  facts  may  account  for  the  situation  in  which 
the  charter  had  licen  tbund,  and  we  must  thei'efore  believe 
that  this  instrument  had  lain  undisturbed  in  the  recesses  of 
Walton  House  for  the  period  of  nearly  half  a  century. 

On  the  night  of  the  great  fire,  the  mahogany  case  con- 
taining the  charter  was  seen  in  the  room  occupied  by  the 
chamber,  at  the  Exchange.  As  everything  portable  was 
supposed  to  have  been  removed  from  the  buildinii:  before  its 
destruction,  I  indulged  for  some  time  a  confident  hope  of 
being  able  to  recover  the  old  ehartpr.  In  this,  I  regret  to 
say,  I  have  been  disappointed.  If  it  wab  saved  from  the  fire, 
it  has  ever  since  been  so  carefully  guarded  that  the  most  di- 
ligent research  has  not  been  successful  in  tracing  its  where- 
about. Like  the  old  seal,  it  may  yet  turn  up  in  some  un- 
expected manner,  and  then  our  memorials  of  an  existence 
of  fourscore  years  v.-ill  be  complete. 

I  am  persuaded  that  you  have  found  the  subject  in  your 
hands  one  of  deep  interest,  and  I  rejoice  that  the  rise  and 
progress  of  the  commerce,  the  intelligence,  enteri)rise,  in- 
tegrity and  patriotism  of  those  who  have  given  name  and 
character  to  our  community,  are  hereafter  to  be  matters  of 
history,  and  not  merely  of  tradition. 

I  wish  you  may  be  able  to  infuse  into  the  great  body  of 
our  merchants  somethiUsg  of  that  true  esprit  de  corps  which 
had  so  often  given  power,  and  inlluence,  and  honor  to  com- 
mercial communities  in  other  countries. 

Why  should  not  measures  be  taken  for  an  annual  com- 
memoratiou  of  the  founding  of  our  institution,  and  thus  as- 
surance be  given  to  those  who  come  after  us,  that  civil  con- 
quests, won  by  the  zeal  and  enterprise  of  former  genera- 
tions^  have  not  been  unnoticed  or  forgotten  ? 
I  am,  dear  8ir, 

. .    ..  .  With  true  respect  and  regard,  vours, 

PROSPER  }L  WET.MORE. 

Charles  King,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.,  New  York. 

The  Pilots  of  New  York  seem,  at  tliis  early  day,  to  have 
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ghen  trouble  und  i^s<KUsrao!ion,  for  at  the  meeting  in  I)e- 
cembpr,  1701,  a  coniaiittec  was  appointcil  to  inquire  into 
the  preLM-;T)t  regalatiuu'f  and  eonduct  of  the  pilots  bclongiiiir 
to  this  pori-.  At  the  next  /iic-.-tiiig  this  committee,  reported, 
and  the  chamber,  acceptin,^  their  report,  resolved  that  "  the 
president  be  requested  to  forward  it  to  the  members  ol" 
Congress  who  reraesent  this  vStatc,  soliciting  their  intiueneo 
to  have  the  spirit  thereof  introluccd  into  any  law  which 
may  be  brouiiht  forward  tor  tin-  general  rogLilation  ofpilots." 

This  is  interc  stir^g  at  this  time  as  bearing  ujjon  a  question 
now  agitated  with  apparent  seriousness — as  to  tiie  consti- 
tutio7iai  Tight  orCoiigross  to  regulate  pilotage. 

Here  is  a  contemporaneous  exposition  of  that  right,  with- 
in two  years  alter  ihe  adoption  of  the  constitution,  and  an 
a[)peal  to  it  from  New  York,  in  order  to  remedy  the  evils  of 
pilots  under  the  State. 

In  May,  17S3,  the  hour  of  meeting  of  the  chamber  was 
changed  fmm  G  tc  7  P.  M.,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  each 
month,  and  the  fines  for  non-attendance  were  abolished. 

At  a  special  meeting  on  the  24th  July,  17I»3.  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  procure  subscriptions  in  aid  of  the  fugi- 
tives from  St.  Domingo,  who,  flyino:  from  that  Islmul  in  conse- 
quence of  the  disasters  and  horrors  of  the  servile  war,  had 
arrived  and  were  arriving  in  the  United  States.  At  the 
August  meeting  lesolutions  were  adopted  by  the  chamber 
and  ordered  to  be  published,  in  favor  of  the  duty  of  preserv- 
ing neutrality  in  the  war  then  going  on. 

At  the  May  meeting  in  '94,  the  annual  election  coming 
on,  there  was  a  tie  vote  for  president,  17  each,  for  John 
Broome,  who  had  been  annually  reelected  from  17S5.  and 
Gulian  Verplanck.  On  a  second  ballot  Mr.  Verplanck  was 
elected.  He  shortly  afterward  appeared  in  the  chamber, 
and,  thanking  his  associates  lor  the  honor,  declined  the  of- 
fice. Mr.  Broome  in  like  manner  acknowledging  the  obliga- 
tions conferred  upon  him  by  previous  repeated  elections, 
declined  being  a  candidate  again,  and  then  ^fr.  Comfort 
Sands,  1st  Vice-President,  was  elected.  A  unanimous  vote 
of  thanks  to  Mr.  Broome  was  passed  "for  his  peculiar  and 
unremitted  attention  to  the  business  of  the  chamber  during 
his  long  adminiNtration  as  president." 

It  may  be  .^unnised  that  the  bitterness  of  party  strife, 
which  at  the  period  in  question  was  running  very  high,  and 
when  the  French  revolutionary  tunes  of  Ca  ira  and  the 
Carmagnole  were  the  occasions  of  almost  as  much  passion 
and  prejudice  in  our  streets,  and  houses,  and  iiomes,  as  ia 
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France — led  to  the  contest  between  !Mes?Ts.  Broome  and 
Verplanck,  or  rather  between  the  friends  ot"  these  jrentle- 
nien,  for  each  of  them  evinced  perfect  self-respect  and  self- 
denial  on  tlie  occasion. 

John  Broome,  the  seventh  president  of  the  chamber,  and 
who  was  annually  reelected  from  '85  to '04 — was  of  Eng- 
lish ])arenta^e  but  American  birth.  His  mother  was  of  the 
old  Huguenot  family  of  Latouretle. 

He  studied  law  with  Gov.  l.ivinirstonof  New  Jersey,  but 
was  induced  by  an  elder  brother,  Samuel  Broome,  to  re- 
nounce the  Bar  lor  Commerce,  and  accordin^dy  he  went 
into  partnership  with  that  brother  as  an  English  Importer, 
before  the  revolution.  After  a  time,  however,  he  carried 
on  business  on  his  own  account,  and  acquired  both  wealth 
and  reputation  as  a  merchant. 

Before  the  commencement  of  the  war,  Mr.  Broome  mar- 
ried a  Lloyd,  of  Lloyd's  Neck.  He  was  a  zealous  vvhig 
during  the  Bevolution,  and  stood  manfully  by  his  rnnntry 
through  all  the  trying  scenes  of  that  trying  war.  In  1775. 
he  \vas  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  and  in  '76 
was  a  member  of  the  Piovincial  Congress,  which  was 
forced  to  remove  from  the  city  by  the  inroads  of  the  British 
forces. 

He  abandoned,  as  did  so  many  other  wliig  merchants, 
their  business  and  residence  in  New  York,  while  it  remain- 
ed in  the  British  occupation,  and  removing  to  Connecticut, 
devoted  his  means  and  energy  to  fitting  out  privateers 
against  British  commerce. 

With  the  return  of  peace,  he  resumed  his  residence  in 
New  York,  and  it  is  a  proud  tribute  to  liis  honored  name  to 
state,  that  he  was  among  those  citizens  who,  after  the 
close  of  hostilities,  paid  in  full,  principal  and  interest,  the 
debts  he  contracted  in  England  before  the  war,  and  which 
too  many  considered  abrogated  or  outlawed  by  that  war. 

Mr.  Broome  was  for  several  years  an  Alderman  of  the 
city;  in  1784  he  was  appointed  City  Treasurer  ;  and  in  the 
same  year  he  liecame  president  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. He  was  also  president  of  the  New  York  Insurance 
Company,  the  first  institution  of  the  kind  incorporated  by 
the  State.  ]Mr.  Broome  espoused  the  anti-federal  side  in 
politics,  and  was  chosen  in  1800  a  Meniber  ot  the  Assem- 
bly from  this  city,  and  with  his  colleagues.  General  Gates, 
Henry  Butgers  and  George  Clinton,  contiilmted  to  the 
election  to  the  presidency  of  Thomas  Jrli'erson.  In  1801 
he  was  appointed  one  of  the  Commissioners  oi"  Bankruptcy 
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under  the  Act  of  1708 — and  in  ]804  he  was  elected  Lieu- 
tenant Governor — Morpau  Lewis  being  the  Go\eriior.  ^Ir. 
Broome  was  rc-chosen  .suceessivr  iy  for  six  years,  hut  di-  li 
before  the  expiration  of  his  trnn,  in  August,  1810,  in  ili.- 
72d  year  o[  his  age. 

Mr.  Broome's  lile,  career  and  eltaracter  are  among  those 
which  the  Cham])er  of  Commerf  t;  may  refer  to  with  pride, 
as  of  one  belonging  for  majiy  years  to  their  honored  asso- 
ciation. 

Comfort  Sands,  who  succeedr<I  Mr.  Broome  in  the  presi- 
dency, and  held  that  station  for  four  years,  from  'U4  to  '98, 
w^as  a  native  of  Long  island,  nnfl  born  at  Cow  Xeck,  in 
February,  1748.  lie  entered  en  rly  into  a  counting  house, 
and  as  soon  as  of  age,  commeu'-'  d  business  for  himsell' — 
just  one  year  after  the  first  instifntion  of  the  chamber,  lie 
had  already  acquired  considerable  Ibrtune  when  the  war  of 
the  revolution  broke  out.  He  was  a  sterling  whic',  and 
embraced  the  cause  of  his  native  innd  with  zeal  and  courage 
He  renounced  his  residence  in  jN'cu'  York,  was  a  member 
of  the  Provincial  Congress  in  '7.'i  and  '76,  and  in  the  latter 
year  was  one  of  the  Committee  of  ."Safety. 

While  the  Congress  were  at  White  Plains  in  '76,  Mr. 
Sands  was,  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  appoint- 
ed on  the  24th  July,  Auditor  Gmci-al  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  he  continued  in  that  oiiicc  until  1781,  when  other 
avocations  induced  him  to  resioii  it,  Mr.  Sands  then  became 
a  contractor  for  the  supply  of  ])r(ivisions  foi-  the  American 
Army,  and  in  1783,  at  thc'peace,  ciilcred  into  business  with 
his  brother  Joshua,  and  tor  several  years  pursued  his  busi- 
ness as  a  leading  merchant.  lie.  was  repeatedly  sent  to 
the  Assembly  i'rom  tlic  city — wns  a  JDirector  of  the  Bank  of 
New  York — and  was  everywhere  regarded,  as  an  intelli- 
gent and  opulent  merchant. 

Reverses,  such  as  the  most  prudent  cannot  always  escape, 
overtook  him — and  the  remainder  of  his  life  was  passed  in 
retirement.  He  breathed  his  last,  at  IJoboken.  in  Septem- 
ber, 1834,  at  the  good  old  age  of  nearly  87  years. 

On  the  9th  of  iMay,  '91 — with  the  huulabie  solicitude  for 
peace,  of  which  enlightened  counuercial  men  are  always 
the  advocates — of  peace  with  hoiior— the  chamber  unani- 
mously adopted  resolutions  on  occasion  of  the  appointment 
by  Washington  of  John  Jay,  as  JMiuister  to  England.  A\  e 
quote  only  oi'.e  : 

"Resolved,  'J'liat  if  nevertheless  this  Embassy  should  fail 
to  preserve  to  us  the  blessings  ol'  Peace,  yet  we  persuade 
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ourselves  it  cannot  fail  to  convince  all  nations  of  our  jus- 
tice and  moderation,  to  unite  our  ov/n  sentiments  and  ef- 
lorts,  and  render  an  appeal  to  arms  more  honorable  to  us 
and  more  formidable  to  our  enemies." 

This  is  thu  lansruage  of  genuine  patriotism  and  wise 
statesmanship — and  must,  when  published,  as  it  was  order- 
ed to  be,  havf  produced  a  great  impression. 

The  political  prel'erence  of  the  chamber,  however,  was 
plainly  indicated  by  the  resolution  adopted  on  the  2d  of 
January,  '05,  that  the  chamber  will  pay  tor  the  gunpowder 
expended  in  celebrating  the  election  of  John  Jay  as  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State,  to  which  high  otiice  he  was  chosen  by 
the  people,  while  on  his  voyage  home  from  his  successful 
embassy  to  Great  Britain. 

A  special  m.eeting  of  the  chamber  on  the  21st  of  July.  '95, 
was  convened  to  consider  the  subject  ""which  particularly 
agitated  the  pu})lic  mind,  the  Treaty  of  Amity,  Commerce 
and  Navigation,  between  the  United  States  tmd  Great  Bri- 
tain.'" The  31iimtes  say,  "  this  meeting  was  the  most  re- 
spectable ever  held  in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  (upwards 
of  seventy  members  being  present.)  After  the  Treaty  was 
read,  resolutions  approving  thereof  were  adopted  with  only 
ten  dissenting  voices."  Neither  the  Resolutions,  however,- 
nor  the  Yeas  and  Nays  are  given. 
The  next  entry  is  a  sad  one. 

No  business  was  transacted  except  the  appointment  of 
monthly  committees,  in  August,  September,  October  and 
November,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  the  dangerous  fever. 
About  700  persons,  mostly  foreigners,  died  during  that  pe- 
riod. 

At  a  special  meeang  in  April,  '9G,  a  bill  for  the  protec- 
tion of  American  Seamen,  tlien  betbre  the  Senate  of  the 
United  ^^tatl•s,  referred  for  tlie  opinion  of  the  cliamber — 
drawn  by  Kutus  King,  one  of  the  Senators  in  Congress  Irom 
New  Yorl: — was  unanimously  approved,  and  directed  to  be 
returned,  with  tiiat  vote,  to  Islv.  King. 

A  proposal  for  an  accurate  general  survey  of  the  sea- 
coasts  of  the  United  States,  was  at  the  same  meeting  trans- 
mitted to  Edward  Livingston,  a  Representative  in  Congress- 
from  New  Yorli,  in  order  to  be  laid  beibre  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

In  .Alavch,  "fiS,  the  chamber  petitioned  Congress  to  fortify 
the  Harbor,  in  view  of  the  critical  state  of  our  foreign  al- 
fairs,  and  tiiey  deputed  Col.  Ebenezcr  Stevens,  a  member  of 
the  chamber,  to  proceed  to  Philadelphia  for  the  purpose  of 
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givinrj  the  necessary  information  to  Congress  respecting  tlif^ 
fortifications  of  the  city  and  port.  A  J\Jemorial  to  u  like  (;t- 
icct  was  also  addressed  to  the  Legislature. 

Col.  Stevens,  at  the  next  meeting,  reported  in  writiii'j:  the 
result  of  his  mission,  which  had  so  far  succeeded  as  to  in- 
duce a  committee  of  Comiress  to  recommend  an  appropria- 
tion of  8117,000  for  fortifying  the  harbor;-  but  Col.  Stevens 
expressed  doubts  Avhether  Congress  would  act  upon  this 
recommendation. 

Thr  diliiculties  between  the  United  States  and  the  French 
Kepuldic,  were  becoming  daily  more  and  more  menacing, 
and  accordingly  the  chamber  unanimously  atlopted,  in  Au- 
gust, "OS,  the  report  of  a  committee  approving  the  neutral 
policy  adopted  by  Washington,  at  the  commencement  of 
hostilities  in  Europe,  and  the  repeated  overtures  made  by 
the  then  president,  John  Adams,  for  an  amicable  adjust- 
ment of  our  misunderstanding  with  France.  That  report 
concluded  witli  this  resolution. 

"  But,  estimatijig  our  rights  as  an  independent  nation 
far  above  any  considerations  of  inconvenience  which  may 
attend  the  means  of  maintaining  and  preserving  them, 

*'  Resolved,  That  we  will  zealously  support  such  measures' 
as  the  wisdom  of  the  Government  may  dictate,  and  demon- 
strate by  our  unanimity  that  all  elforts  to  divide  us  will 
be  vain."' 

About  forty  members  were  present  at  this  meeting.  The 
resolutions  were  forwarded  to  the  President  of  the  United 
.States,  who  returned  an  immediate  answer,  a  copy  of  which 
is  spread  on  the  minutes,  expressing  his  satisfaction  with 
this  pioccedinir  of  the  chamber. 

At  the  aimual  meeting  in  May,  '9S,  John  ^Murray  was 
chosen  i)re'<i(Ient. 

From  the  month  of  August  until  the  month  of  December,, 
no  meeting  <jf  the  chamber  was  held,  by  reason  of  the  pre- 
valence of  the  yellow  lover,  which  made  its  appearance- 
about  the  2Sth  of  August.  The  transactions  of  the  chaniber 
for  the  next  year  were  few  and  unimportant ;  the  meetings 
frerjuently  failing  for  want  of  a  quorum.  In  1709  the  yel- 
low fever  again  prevailed,  and  from  July  to  December  there 
was  no  meeting  of  the  chamber. 

A  .special  meeting  of  the  chamber  was  convened  on  the 
2Gth  of  December.  'nO,  to  consider  of  some  appropriate  mode 
of  testifying  regret  lor  the  irreparable  loss  sustained  by  the 
nation  iu  the.  death  of  Cicorge  Washington ;  and  Archibald 
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Gracie,  Win.  Bayard  and  Jonathan  IT.  Lawrenro,  were 
named  as  a  coimnittcc  on  behalf  of  the  chamber,  to  contcr 
with  other  committees  appointed  by  citizens,  and  with  full 
power  to  make  all  necessary  arrangements. 

The  year  ISl/'O  was  a  very  blank  year,  according  to  these 
Records — lew  meetings  were  hrld.  and  little  done  at  tlu'm, 
and  during  live  months,  from  .lune  to  October,  both  inclu- 
sive, no  meeting  at  all  was  held. 

The  February  meeting,  l"  U,  records  long  complaints 
about  various  schemes  lor  ai;  ending  the  Inspection  Laws, 
especially  of  Pot  and  Pearl  A  ues.  There  was  also  renew- 
ed complaint  about  the  pilois,  and  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  enquire  what  alterations  were  requisite  in  the 
regulations  tor  the  pilot  service. 

The  year  ISO  I  was  hardly  less  barren  than  its  precursor, 
no  quorum  having  been  termed  after  .Tune  until  P'eb..  1S03, 
when  a  memorial  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  cham- 
bcl•again^t  the  repeal  of  the  Judiciary  Act,  (the  act  known 
in  the  partizan  jargon  of  the  day  as  the  act  creating  r>Iid- 
night  Judges.)  The  memorial  was  ordered  to  be  sent  to 
the  IVesident,  and  a  copy,  through  Dr.  Mitchell,  represen- 
tative in  Congress  from  the  city  to  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives. No  meeting  was  again  had  till  j\Iay,  when  the 
officers  were  to  be  chosen.  John  Murray  was  reelected  for 
the  filth  timi^  in  succession. 

The  pilots  were  acrain  complained  of  for  neglect  of  duty, 
and  a  ibrmal  report  against  them  was  made  at  th.e  June 
meetin<x.  and,  by  order  of  the  cjiamber.  handed  to  the  war- 
dens of  the  jiort,  with  a  request  that  they  would  remedy 
the  evils. 

No  meeting  a:rain  till  December,  when  a  conmiittec  was 
acain  ajjpointcd  to  devise  a  moi'e  punctual  attendance  of 
the  members. 

At  the  commencement  of  1803.  Congi-ess  had  under  discus- 
sion a  bill  lor  repealing  all  discriminating  duties  on  foreisj^n 
shij)s,  and  on  merchandise  imported  therein.  The  cham- 
ber took  the  alarm,  appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  a 
remonstrance  airainst  a  measure  so  iraught  with  evil  to  our 
rising  navigation,  and  adopted,  zinanimoi'sli/.  the  ni'morial, 
which  sets  Ibrth,  in  facts  and  logic  irresistible,  the  impolicy 
and  mischief  of  the  proposed  rejjeal.  Duriuir  tlu^  resitlue  of 
this  year  there  were  few  or  no  meetings.  Indeed  it  seemed 
the  established  custom,  >ince  the  f(n-er  of  "OS,  to  intermit 
all  meetings  of  the  chamber  during  the  summer  months. 

On  the  7th  of  Feljruary,   ISOl,  a  (juorum   was  Ibrmed, 
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and  nj-''tsures  were  tai.en  to  oct  in  crncrrt  with  tlif  cify 
Cor|>(M,!fioi)  and  IJeaUh  ()tiic-v,  to  devise  a  Quui amine 
syst'TM,   hi  be  submittal   for  th(;  saiiclioti  of    the   I.cgibla- 

tUT. 

A  \vh'/!e  year  elapsed  without  another  meeting  of  tlic 
chainl;"!'.  On  the  29th  of  February,  1805,  a  special  meet- 
ing wa--^  liad.  of  which  the  pilots  again  furnished  one  of  the 
motivr»  ;  and  a  committ'^e  was  appointed  to  devise  mea- 
sures i«f  remedying  the  complaints.  It  was  also  resolved  to 
give  a  pdhjic  d-'^mer  to  Capt.  Preble,  just  then  returned 
from  hi ^^  j^.'illnnt  fxploits  beibre  'J'ripoU,  for  which  he  re- 
ceived .'I  .:';<fld  medal  and  the  thanks  of  Congress. 

A  r:i<  'ling  in  Ma;,  l>^06,  was  held  for  the  choice  of  offi- 
cers, V.  Im'i;  on  the  d. ^dining  of  ?ilr.  iMnrray.  Cornelius  Ray 
was  Lh"v<'ti  presirleiit.  I\lr.  John  3Inrray  was  a  native  of 
l'enn-;}lviini.'.,oi  ^^cotch  descent.  Early  In  life,  (in  the  year 
1758,)"  Ik-  became  a  citizen  of  the  State' of  New  York,'and 
so  cori'iMued  until  jiis  deatli.  His  ])ursuits  were  exclusive- 
ly corniii'Tcial,  and  successively  he  conducted  the  concerns 
of  Mr.  .I<'hn  ^lurray,  AJurray,  Sanson  d:  Co.,  JMurray  &  .San- 
son, nn'l  John  ^Murray,  through  a  period  of  nearly  fifty  years, 
and  wi'fi  good  success,  in  an  extensive  importing  and  com- 
mission business.  He  was  remarked  for  prudence  and  dis- 
cretion, MS  far  as  possible  removed  from  hazardous  sfiecu- 
lation,  ibdugh  possessed  of  ample  means.  n<>  claimed  and 
supported  a  character  unimpeached  and  unimpeachable, 
and  ( iii'-yed  the  confidence  and  consideration  of  the  mer- 
cantile .•onmiunity.  He  was  well  experienced  in  the  cus- 
toms ol  merchants,  and  though  without  a  professional 
education,  he  was  so  well  versed  in  the  law  of  Marine  In- 
surau'T.  us  connected  with  the  customs  of  merchant.^,  that 
his  o|)inii>iis  were  hi}:hly  appreciated,  as  was  manifested  by 
j)ublic  .  ..iilidence  in  his  decision  as  arbitrator  on  Insurance 
cases.  \\  birh  occupied  a  eon>idrrable  portion  of  his  time.  He 
had  no  ambition  for  ])olitical  advancement,  wliich  he  miiirht 
have  ati.uned  if  he  had  yielded  to  the  solicitations  of  his 
i'ri(  n(!>.  •••'  ^^erved  as  Governor  and  Treasurer  of  the  A'ew 
York  Ilt'i'iial.  almost  from  the  first  foundation  of  that  In- 
stituli.Mi.  He  was  Director  in  the  Branch  of  the  United 
;Statr>  ;i  ink  in  this  city.  He  was  a  worthv  member  of  the 
pre^byi-  nan  Chureli,and  died  in  180S,  leaving  a  reputation 
without  icproach. 

The  Chauiber  of  Conunerce  now  became  virtuallv  ex- 
tinct lor  :•  ptriod  of  rhvc7i  years.  A  growing  inditlcrence, 
for  seveifU  years  previous  to  the  year  IHUO,  !;ad  been  mani- 
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and  nv'itsures  were  tai.en  to  act  in  c  nont  with  tlip  city 
Corp(M,<tion  and  IJraith  Oiiicr,  to  devise  a  Qiuu amine 
syst'-.'ri,  i-''  be  suumjttc-l  for  the;  saiicliou  of  tiic  Lc-isla- 
twc. 

A  \vl»w!e  year  elapsed  without  anotlier  meeting  of  tlic 
chaint/"!',  On  the  29th  of  February,  1805,  a  special  tuect- 
ing  \vn^  liad.  of  which  the  pilots  agtiiu  furnished  one  of  the 
molivr«;  and  a  committee  was  ap{)oinred  to  devise  mea- 
sure': ioi'  rcir.edyint^  the  complaints.  It  was  also  resolved  to 
give  .'I  i)iilt!)c  d'-ner  to  Capt.  Preble,  just  then  returned 
from  hi ^'  j^nllant  f.xploits  before  'J'ripoli,  for  which  he  re- 
ceived .'.  .:';"id  medal  and  the  thanks  of  Congress. 

A  m<  <iing  in  May,  180H,  was  held  for  thl;  choice  of  offi- 
cers, V.  Im'K  on  the  d.xdining  of  Mr.  IMurrav.  Cornelius  Kay 
wasd."-.<'n  president.      -Air.  John  31urray  was  a  native  of 
lVnn-;_vlviini:i,  oi  ^^ctch  descent.     Early  In  life,  (in  the  vear 
1758,)  h«-  became  a  citizen  of  the  State' of  New  York,'and 
so  coti'iiiiied  until  ins  deatJi.     His  ])urpuits  were  exclusive- 
ly comm' reial,  and  successively  he  conducted  the  concerns 
of  Mr.  John  xMurray,  Alurray,  Sanson  6z.  Co.,  jMurray  &:  .San- 
son, an'l  John  3Jurray,  through  a  period  of  ncarlv  liffy  years, 
and  wi'b  good  success,  in  an  ext<-nsive  importing  and  com- 
mission business.     He  was  remarked  tor  prudence  and  dis- 
cretion. i«s  far  as  possible  removed  from  hazardous  specu- 
lation, lb. High  possessed  of  ample  means,     lln  claimed  and 
supported  a  character  unimj)eached   and    unimpeachable, 
and  rn.i"y*'d  the   confidence  and  consideration  of  the  mer- 
cantihi  mumiunity.     lie  was  well  experienced  in  the  cus- 
toms  ol    merchants,    and    though    without    a    professional 
educaiii-ii,  ho  was  so  well  versed  in  the  law  of  Marine  In- 
suran'w.  as  connected  with  the  customs  oi'  merchants,  that 
his  opinions  were  hi^ihly  apjireciated,  as  was  manifested  by 
pubbr.  .  ..ntidence  in  his  decision  as  arbitrator  on  Insurance 
cases,  \\  I. M'li  occupied  a  con.-idrrable  portion  of  his  time.    lie 
liad  no  niidntion  for  j)olitical  advancement,  which  he  might 
have  aiiMOicd  if  lie  had   yielded  to  the  solicitations  of  liis 
Iriend  •.      I  b'  served  as  Governor  and  Treasurer  of  the  A'ew 
York  IIoiMial,  almost  from  the  first  foundation  of  that  In- 
stitution,    He  was  Director  in   the  Branch  of  the  United 
IStatf>  ;;  ink  m  this  city.     He  was  a  worthy  member  of  the 
Presbvt.iiaii  Cliunl,,and  died  in  180S,  leaving  a  reputation 
without  ic|>roacli. 

TIk-  Cliaint'er  of  Commerce  now  became  virtuallv  ex- 
tinct for  =»  period  of  rlvvc7i  years.  A  growing  inditllrence, 
lor  sevrinl  years  pri'vious  to  the  year  IHUC,  !;ad  been  mani- 


and  nv'it^^ures  were  tai.en  to  art  in  ornorrt  with  flip  city 
Corp(M,<tion  and  Ijrauh  Oiiic-r,  to  deviso  a  Quai  amine 
syst'-.'ri,  I"  be  suumittcd  for  the;  saiictiou  of  tlic  l.c-isla- 
twc. 

A  \vl»'/!e  ypar  elapsed  without  anotlier  meeting  of  tlic 
clmrnh'v.  Oti  the  29th  of  February,  1805,  a  special  meet- 
ing vvft^  liad.  of  which  the  pilots  again  furnished  one  of  the 
molivf«;  rind  a  committ'^e  ^vas  appointed  to  devise  mea- 
sure': for  rnr.edyint^  the  complaints.  It  was  also  resolved  to 
give  !\  i)iih!ic  d-.iner  to  Capt.  Preble,  jnst  then  returned 
from  hi'  j:<-illnnt  exploits  before  'Jripoli,  for  which  he  re- 
ceived .'.  ,:';"ld  medal  and  the  thanks  of  Congress. 

A  m<  'ling  in  Ma>,  1^0(5,  was  held  for  thl;  choice  of  offi- 
cers, v.Im'i:  on  tlie  d.xdining  of  Mr.  INIurray.  Cornelius  Kay 
was  (.h'.-.<Mi  presifleut.     -Air.  John  3Iurray  was  a  native  of 
Penn-^vlv'-'nia,  oi  ^^eotch  descent.     Early  ni  life,  (in  the  vear 
1758,)  l.f  became  a  citizen  of  the  State' of  New  York,'and 
so  coti'iiiiied  until  ids  death,     liis  ])ursuits  were  exclusive- 
ly comiiM  reial,  and  successively  he  conducted  the  concerns 
of  Mr.  John  Murray,  Alurray,  Sanson  &  Co.,  jMurray  &  San- 
son, find  .lolm  Alurray,  through  a  period  of  nearly  lit'ty  years, 
and  wi'b  good  success,  in  an  ext<-nsive  importing  and  com- 
mission business,     lie  was  remarked  lor  prudence  and  dis- 
cretion. Its  far  as  possible  removed  from  hazardous  specu- 
lation. llM.ugh  possessed  of  amph?  means.     11.^  claimed  and 
supportrd  a  character  unimi)eached   and    unimpeachable, 
and  en.i'>.V*'d  the   conHdence  and   consideration  of  the  mer- 
cantili!  r.»mmunity.     lie  was  well  experienced  in  the  cus- 
toms  ol    merchants,    and   though    without    a    i)rofessional 
educaiK'ti,  he  was  so  well  versed  in  the  law  of  Marine  In- 
suraii<-c,  us  connected  with  the  customs  oi'  merchants,  that 
his  opiMii.ns  were  highly  apj.ireciated,  as  was  manifested  by 
l)ublie.  r.miidence  in  his  decision  as  arbitrator  on  Insurance 
cases,  winch  occupied  a  considerable  portion  of  his  time.    lie 
luad  no  nnibition  for  ])olitical  advancement,  which  he  might 
have  niiMunii  if  he  had  yielded  to  the  solicitations  of  Ids 
jri(  iid  •■     •  •'■  served  as  Governor  and  Treasurer  of  the  A'ew 
York  Ilo.i.iial,  almost  irom  the  first  foundation  of  that  In- 
stitulioi'.     1I<'  \vas  Director  in   the  Branch  of  the  United 
IStatf'>  :i  ink  m  this  city.     He  was  a  worthy  member  of  the 
Presbvt.  "an  Climvh,and  died  in  180S,  leaving  a  reputation 
withonl  i.'proach. 

The  ('liainl)er  of  Commerce  now  became  viituallv  ex- 
tinct for  a  IH  riod  of  rhvc7i  years.  A  growing  inditlLrence. 
for  seveinl  years  picvious  to  the  yvnv  IHUC,  !;ad  beenmani- 
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fcsted  b}'  the  members  of  the  chamber,  to  the  dignity  and 
uselidne^ss  of  the  association — so  that  its  ceasing  to  Jive,  as  it 
were,  for  a  term  ol'  years,  is  less  iaexpiicabk-  tliaa  otlierwise 
it  mii:ht  be  deemctl. 

Oil  Tuesday,  4lh  of  March,  lfsl7,  under  a  summons  from 
CorneHus  Ray,  the  President  elected  in  1800,  issued  at  the 
request  of  several  members,  the  chamber  was  again  or- 
ganized— appointed  a  committee  to  revise  its  bv-laws,  and 
renewed  signs  of  vitality  were  exhibited  by  the  proposal  of 
tliirty-six  new  names,  mostly  of  young  merchanlp!,  come 
upon  the  scene  since  the  last  })receding  meeting,  as  members 
of  the  chamber. 

The  meetings  were  reduced  to  six  per  year,  and  were  at- 
tended with  sonic  rescularity.  At  the  meeting  in  Aj)ril,  the 
portraits  of  Lt.  Gov.  Golden  and  of  Alexander  Hamilton, 
taken  tor  and  belon:iing  to  the  chamber,  were,  at  the  re- 
quest ot  the  Academy  of  Fine  Arts,  deposited  with  them, 
.subject  to  the  onler  of  the  chamber. 

At  a  S()ecial  meeting  in  February,  1SI9,  a  memorial  was 
adopted,  to  both  Houses  of  Congress,  against  the  jiroposed 
repeal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
This  memorial  argues  the  question  wholly  on  large  gene- 
ral grounds — and  it  says  expressly :"  Your  memorialists 
are  not  induced  to  this  respectful  expression  of  their  senti- 
ments by  ap[)rehension  of  loss  to  the  citizens  of  New  York 
from  a  reduced  value  of  the  stoclc,  for  very  little  of  it  is 
held  by  them  ;  nor  by  pride  of  opinion,  for  they  have  had 
no  control  over,  neither  do  they  ajjprove  the  general  ad- 
ministration of  the  affairs  of  that  institution."  The  com- 
mittee who  prepared  and  reported  this  memorial  were  Wm. 
A'eilson,  Geo.  Griswold  and  J.  J.  Palmer. 

Cornelius  Hay  having  declined  a  reelection,  ^Villiam 
Cayard,  first  vice  president,  was  chosen  ])resident.  The 
thanks  of  the  corporation  were  returned  to  Mr.  Ray  for  his 
long  and  faithtul  services. 

Cornelius  R.'iy  was  of  an  old  New  York  family,  of  which 
the  founder,  John  Ray,  came  to  this  country  belbre  1700, 
from  Exeter,  in  the  county  of  Devonshire,  England,  His 
son,  Richard  Ray,  in  1705,  was  married  to  Elsey  Saunders, 
and  tiieir  sou  Richard,  the  father  of  Cornelius,  was  born  in 
New  York  on  the  12th  of  June,  1717,  and  on  the  24rli  of 
April,  171S,  he  married  Sarali,  the  daugiiter  of  Cornelius 
Bogert. 

From  this  marriage  sprang  Corn(-lius  Ray,  who  was  born 
in  New  York  on  the  2oth  of  A]iril,  17jj.     He  iuarried  m 
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Albany  in  July,  1784,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Peter  Edward 
Elmetidortr,  ot  Kingsfon,  Ulster  county. 

I'reviously  thereto,  however,  ]Mr.  l\ay  had  made  a  visit 
to  Europe. 

Mr.  Kay  was  an  active  merchant  of  New  York,  but  during 
the  Revolutionary  war  he  retired  to  Albany.  AVheu 
peace  had  restored  the  city  of  New  York  to  its  own  peoi^le. 
jMr.Jiay  returned  to  his  accustomed  place  and  pursuits.  Alter 
the  establishment  of  the  United  stales  Bank  iMr.  Kav  was 
chosen  president  of  the  branch  in  this  city,  and  so  continued 
until  the  expiration  of  its  charter  in  1810.  He  was  also,  as 
lias  been  seen,  the  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
froiu  180G  to  18] 9,  when  he  declined  tarther  service.  jMr. 
T\ay  was  long  connecfed  with  several  (>f  the  charitable  in- 
stiturion  of  his  native  city.  In  his  personal  character  and 
intercourse  he  was  kind  and  gentle,  «)f  high  and  well  set- 
tled principles.  He  was  the  com.panion  and  friend  of  ma- 
ny of  the  distinguished  men  of  the  day.  In  politics  he  was 
a  constant  and  sturdy  supporter  ot  the  federal  party.  He 
was  an  honest  man,  a  kind  lather,  warm  friend,  and  a  sin- 
cere Christian,  and  he  left  behind  him  at  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1830,  au  unblemished  name,  which  his  cliiidren 
honorably  prize. 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  in  September,  Delegates 
were  appointed,  on  the  suggestion  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce ot  Philadelphia,  to  meet  in  that  city  with  Delegates 
from  all  the  commercial  cities,  to  take  measures  to  defeat 
tiie  pro])osed  Tarifl"  Bill. 

Such  a  convention  did  accordin2:1y  assemble  in  Philadel- 
phia, ou  the  l:st  of  November,  and  a  report  of  the  doinirs 
thereof  was  made  by  the  New  York  delegates  to  the  cham- 
ber, at  a  s]^ecial  meeting  in  January,  1821.  This  report, 
which  is  spread  at  large  on  the  minutes,  embodies  the 
names  of  all  the  members  of  that  convention,  and  a  journal 
of  its  proceedings,  and  the  resolutions  which  were  adoi)ted 
by  it.  These  resolutions,  fourteen  in  number,  are  as  tho- 
rtiughly  anti  taritTas  even  South  Carolina  could  desire;  yet 
no  slate  south  of  ^Maryland  was  reiiresented — the  conven- 
tion consistimr  wholly  of(ieiegates  iroiu  JMaine,  New  Hamp- 
shire, ^Iassachus(  Its,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Pennsylva- 
nia and  Maryland.  ^Vm.  Bayard,  president  of  the  New 
York  Chamber  of  Cori.merce,  and  one  of  its  delegates,  was 
chosen  presidfiit  of  the  convention.  Hevenue,  it  was  in- 
sisted by  these  resolutions,  is  the  legitimate  purpose  of  le- 
gislation  on   the  subject  of  duties ;  and  the   abolition  of 
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drawbacks  and  the  imposition  of  cash  duties  were  alike  re- 
sisted as  injurious  to  commerce,  j\Janutacturcs  and  agricul- 
ture. 

The  fir.<t  step  toward  l)uil(iinq:  a  IMercliants'  Exchange 
was  taken  at  the  IMny  nieetint;-  ot  this  year,  wIku  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  consider  of  the  expediency  ol  such 
an  enterprise.  At  a  subsequent  meeting;-,  tlie  committee  re- 
ported that  they  had  petitioned  the  leiii.Jature  lor  an  act  of 
incorporation,  with  a  ciipital  of  /lalf  u  million  dolkirs,  to 
build  an  exchange. 

This  act  was  granted,  and  under  it  subscriptions  r\ere 
obtained  for  buildinir  the  exchange,  which  was  destroyed 
in  t!ie  great  fire  of  1S35. 

The  chamber,  in  December,  at  a  special  meeting  con- 
vened for  the  purpose  of  considering  a  circular  knter  from 
the  merchants  and  citizens  of  Boston,  asking  the  simulta- 
Beous  cooperation  of  the  commercial  towns  and  cities,  m  an 
application  to  Congress  to  pass  a  Bankrvpt  law,  resolved 
so  to  cooperate,  and  appointed  a  committee  to  draft  a  fitting 
memorial,  which  was  reported  to  a  subsequent  meeting  and 
adopted. 

In  January,  1822,  the  chamber  discussed  and  adoj)tcd  re- 
solutions, which  were  ordered  to  be  sent  to  Congress,  against 
the  repeal  of  the  laws  prohibiting  trade  in  British  vessels 
from  the  colonies  while  the  colonial  system  ol  Great  Britain 
was  maintained  against  our  navigation.  This  was  a  noted 
subject  of  dispute  in  its  day,  and  the  ground  here  taken  by 
the  chamber  was  clearly  that  called  for  by  a  just  sense  of 
American  rights — although  that  ground  was,  at  ci  subse- 
quent day,  abandoned  by  the  government  of  the  L'nited 
States. 

In  the  summer  of  this  year  (182-?)  the  yellow  ferrr  again 
visited  New  York,  and  no  meetings  of  the  ehambir  were 
held  from  the  2d  of  July  to  the  3d  of  Decembei-. 

Early  in  the  ensuinir  year  the  subject  of  the  quarantine 
laws,  tiie  revision  ol  the  tariff  of  1818,  and  the  Mercantile 
Library  Association,  the  inspection  of  flour,  and  oilier  in- 
spection laws  were  under  the  consideration  oi' the  e!uiml)er. 

At  the  February  meeting  an  elaborate  report  was  ac- 
cepted, setting  forth  the  merits  of  the  iMercantile  Library 
Association,  commending  it  to  the  special  regard  and  pro- 
t'^ction  ofttie  chambc  r,  and  recommencUni;  an  appropriation 
of  825U  to  its  library.  This  was  granted,  and  a  standing 
committee  of  live  members  of  the  chami)cr  was  to  be  an- 
nually apj)oiuted,  to  visit  the  library  from  time  to  time,  and 
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to  report  its  condition   and  that  of  the  association  lo   flu; 
chamber. 

Ahirni  was  creatod  in  this  city  at  this  juncture,  hy  a  j)!m- 
position  before-  the  Legishxture  tor  conlining  tlie  siiun^s 
of  the  ^Supreme  Court  altogether  to  Albany,  and  conscqufMit- 
ly  depriving  this  city  of  the  term  usually  held  here,  at  whicli, 
cases  involving;-  nice  points  of  mercantile  law,  were  pleaded 
by  men,  whose  residence  and  business  here  necessarilv 
made  tliem  conversant  with  the  laws  and  the  usages  of 
merchants.  A  strong  memorial  against  this  innovation  was 
adopted,  and  the  measure  fell  through. 

An  able  memorial  was  also  adopted,  17th  February,  182.?. 
against  a  proposal  of  the  Common  Council,  to  a;ssess  taxes 
on  all  property  either  owned  in  the  city  or  brought  into  it 
for  sale — a  project  which,  in  the  language  of  tlie  memorial, 
♦'  contemplated  nothing  less  than  that  every  tirkin  of  butter, 
every  l>T^!:et  of  e^rgs,  all  meats,  ])oultries,  llsh,  vegetables, 
all  articles  of  fuel,  of  clothing,  of  amusement,  of  luxury,  ot' 
necessity,  the  fruits  of  the  soil  and  the  pi'oduce  of  the  seas, 
brought  from  our  contederate  states,  (Hjuail}'  with  the  man- 
ufactures and  productions  of  foreign  countries,  shall  each 
and  all  pay  toll  to  the  corporation  of  New  York,  for  the 
privilege  of  being  introduced  into  the  city  lor  the  consump- 
tion, use  and  benefit  of  its  inhabitants." 

A  very  strong:  memorial  to  tlip  1  legislature  was  adopted 
at  the  February  meeting,  IS2.'3,  an-(tinsl  the  law  for  inspect- 
insT  tobacco,  as  wholly  injurious  and  of  questionable  consti- 
tutionality. 

In  the  minutes  of  December,  1823,  is  a  long  report  as  to 
the  law  of  factors  and  consignees,  and  their  right  to  pledge 
goods,  itc,  together  with  the  opinion  of  Chancellor  Kent, 
on  the  points  applicable  to  this  subject,  which  were  submit- 
ted to  him. 

Again  did  the  chamber  petition  Congress  for  a  bankrupt 
law,  which  the  commercial  disasters  of  1823  rendered  so 
nec'\ssary.  l)ut  still  petitioned  in  vain. 

1'hc  quarantine  law  and  the  pilots  were  still  sources  of 
discontent,  troul)le  and  remonstrance. 

I)urin:T  th<>  summer  of  this  year,  182G,  the  chamber  hard- 
ly met  at  all,  but  at  the  meeting  in  November.  Robert 
Lenox,  first  vice  president,  informed  the  chamber  that  their 
president,  Wm.  I'ayard,  who  had  been  annually  reelected 
from  1820.  had  died  on  the  8th  September  j)receding.  A 
committee  was  immediately  named  to  report  suitable  reso- 
lutions expressive  of  the  respect  and  aliection  of  the  mem- 
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brrs  for  the  dccpased.  nnd  b;  in-r  r-?}-o!tfd,  these  resolutions 
were  unanimoiisly  p:vs;-ri.i :  ar.-.i  nt  the  r.iwt  meeting — held 
for  tlio  purpo;i(;  ol"  iiiiing  the  vncai:"j— 11-. ibert  Lenox,  first 
vice  president,  wa-^  chosen  unanimous!}. 

^^'illianl  Hr^yard  decended  from  a  jiazucnot  family  of 
bonorahle  antecedent?,  and  honorable  eonduct,  was  tl;e  sou 
ofC(d.  I5ay;M-d,  who,  trusted  by  tlie  crown  at  the  commence- 
ment of  our  i\'VoU-.tiouary  strugcle.  retnrnc  d  that  trust  with 
unliesirating  loyalty — and  taking  he!d!y  the  part  of  the 
crown,  &Lll)jeet^^•i  !:is  large  e-tates  to  confiscation.  But  ho 
was  not  thereby  rxa.'perated  against  his  countrymen — on 
the  contrary,  while  ihis  ci!y  was  in  posso?.jion  of  the  British, 
he  was  active  and  lib.N-al  in  relieving  American  prisonei-s, 
and  obtained  the  release  cf  many  from  that  scene  of  tor- 
ture and  of  death,  the  Jersey,  prison  ship. 

Col.  Bayard  accompaTiicd  the  retiring  army  to  En.dand, 
leaving  behind  his  son  Wiiliam,  the  subject  of  this  nori(>e — 
who  soon,  by  his  activity,  his  industry  and  his  good  eoiulu(>t, 
mnde  for  himself  a.  name  and  a  career,  as  an  honorable 
and  successful  merchant.  Forming  a  partnership,  first  with 
Herman  LeBoy,  and  then  with  .Inmes  I\Ic  Evers,  the  house 
o^  JjcRoy.  Bnrjard  (S,-  ^]cE.vcri,  became,  and  tor  long  years  re- 
mained, one  of  the  most  honored  Mnd  prosperousof  American 
commercial  cstablisliments — they  enjoyed,  especially,  the 
confidence  of  the  wary  and  cautious  but  opulent  Dutch 
houses,  which,  in  the  liour  of  this  nation's  greatest  need,  after 
the  revolutionary  stru"."gle,  and  before  yet  a  settled  federal 
government  had  consolidated  the  great  resources  of  the  coun- 
try and  obtainf^l  the  control  of  them — had  made  larL'-e  loans 
to  the  young  republic.  The  credit  of  the  house  of  LeRoy, 
Bayard  i_t  ^IcEvers  was  world  wide — and  it  is  believed  that 
their  bills  of  exchange  drawn  on  Eno-land,  were  tir.vt  used 
from  this  city,  as  a  remittance  to  the  East  Indies  instead  of 
coin,  lor  the  purciiase  of  India  goods. 

Their  opulence  and  credit  were  at  the  highest  when  the 
project  of  the  Erie  Canal  first  took  something  lilce  definite 
shajjc,  and  it  is  to  be  recorded  to  the  credit  of  ^Ir.  Bayard's 
sagacity,  that  he  saw  with  the  eyes  and  lai-gc  soul  oi  his 
early  friend  De  \\\\\  Clinton,  the  inestimable  benefits  of  the 
cnterprize,  and  ]ileu::ed  himself  to  Mi'.  Clinton,  to  procure 
from  his  Dutch  friends  the  capital  necessary  for  the  under- 
taking, ujion  x\w  stock  of  the  State  of  Xew  York. 

A  record  lies  before  us,  written  by  one  who  then  was  \n 
the  emjiloynuMr  of  the  firm,  aiid  now  a  respected  merchant 
in  this  cl'y,  which  relates  the  particulars  of  an  interview 
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}>ct\vecn  Mr.  Bayard  and  jMr.  Clinton  on  this  subjprt,  at  the 
coiintinir-liouse  of  the  former,  and  testifies  both  to  the 
rarnesfness  of  Mr.  Bayard's  zeal  in  behalf  of  the  great  pro- 
j<;efs  and  to  the  delicaey  of  its  real,  nntalterinir.  uiifiismayed 
nnti  undiscoura^red  author  and  accomplislier,  De  Witt  Clin- 
ton. He  objected  to  .any  arrangement  Mhich,  because  of 
the  known  intimacy  and  friendship  betweim  himself  and 
Mr.  Bayard,  might  lead  lathe  possible  imputation  that  they 
Avere  co-operating  in  such  a  ^vork  for  purposes  of  personal 
speculation.  The  ovc-rture  was  therefore  declined — but  it 
is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  confidence  expressed  by  a 
nnai  so  conversant  with  the.  state  of  credit  and  the  money 
market  as  Mr.  Bayard,  that  capital  adequate  to  the  occa- 
sion could  be  had  on  the  bonds  of  the  State,  liad  a  most 
encouraging  inlluence  u])on  the  mind  of  Mr.  Clinton,  and 
led  him  to  persevere  unto  llnal  and  most  triumpliant  suc- 
cess. 

In  this  success  no  one  more  heaitily  rejoiced — than  Mr. 
Bayard. 

In  all  public  works  and  institutions  of  benevolence  Mr. 
Bayard  was  ever  ready.  Ilis  private  bounties  were  nu- 
merous, magni!icr-nt,  and  silent.  Kis  personal  demeanor 
was  most  courteous — his  manners  winning,  his  temper  gen- 
tle and  sweet.  He  had  no  enemies  and  hosts  of  friends — 
and  when  finally  sumnitined  from  among  the  living,  he  was 
mourned  as  those  only  are  mourned  who  have  learned  and 
pr;ictised  the  great  but  rare  lesson  in  life,  of  so  using  pros- 
perous fortunes  as  to  disarm  malice  and  silence  envy. 

At  the  ]\Jarch  meeting  in  ISliT,  a  remonstrance  was 
adojited  against  a  bill  belbre  the  Legislature,  proposing  to 
change  the  rale  ol'  damages  on  protested  bills  on  Europe, 
from  2(t  per  cent.,  the  eslablished  rate,  to  7  ])er  cfMit.  As  a 
mutter  of  fact,  it  may  be  stated  that  the  bill  finally  passed. 
fixing  the  damaircs  at  10  percent. 

On  the  1st  of  IMay,  lWti7,  the  new  Exchancre,  in  Wall 
street.  Ijeine  opened  foi'  business,  the  Chan.lier  of  Commerce, 
on  that  day,  took  possession  of  the  apartment  assigned  lor 
their  use  by  the  ti-ustres  of  the  building. 

On  the  3d  of  July,  1H27,  the  chamber,  on  the  suggestion 
of,  and  co-operatinir  with,  the  Philadelphia  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  adoj)ted  a  memorial  to  the  President,  John 
Q.  Adams,  in  favor  of  a  ]int>  (if  communication  between 
the  Ignited  States  and  the  Pacillc  Ocean,  through  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico,  and  aerd-s  the  Isthmus  of  DaricMi. 

Thus,   twenty-one   years   ago,  was  suggested  the  route 
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which  within  tlie  last  few  weekt- — dtty?;,  it  inay  alrnosl  be 
said — has  been  carried  liVo  actual  opi^rad'on,  lor  communi- 
cating with  th--'  I'.-^ciuC  Ocp-'n.  At  tliot  time  no  vision  of 
American  States  o!i  that,  irreat  sea — oj  a  contianous  people 
from  the  Atlar.tic  to  rhe  Pacific,  stretcliiiis:  across  the  whole 
continent,  of  the  s'r.nif  laauunge,  hneage  and  la\v& — had 
dawned  on  the  popuLar  mind.  1  he  communication  then' 
sought  was  simply  for  coraniercial  convenience  ;  but  now 
it  is  of  high  social  and  political  necessity  that  we  should 
have  the  most  lapid  means  of  communicating  Avith  our  own 
countrymen  in  CriUrornia  ai:d  in  Oregon  ;  and  heHc<^  the 
lines  of  steamers  irom  New  YoriY  lo  Chagres — of  which  the 
first  will  take  her  departure  next  week — and  of  a  connect- 
ing line  on  the  PaciHc,  ox  which  the  first,  the  California, 
went  hence  about  a  month  ago. 

The  plan  suirgestcd  to  the  goverui.^ent  by  tlie  chaml)er,  in 
1827.  was  for  a  line  o!"  small  natior  i  vesL^els  to  sail  once  a 
montli  to  Chagres,  with  a  number  of  like  vessels  in  the 
Paciric  to  meet  their  mails  at  Pai^a..  a,  and  convey  them  to 
Valparaiso,  touching;  at  intermedia  c.  ports. 

In  ►September,  1S27.  was  adopted  a  memorial  to  the  Com- 
mon Council,  urging  their  co-operation  with  a  plan  propos- 
ed by  the  gentlemen  of  the  bar,  for  constituting  a  new 
court  in  the  city,  to  be  known  as  the  Superior  Court,  in 
order  to  remedy  the  great  delay  in  the  law  now  so  per- 
nicious, arising  from  the  excess  of  cases, and  the  insulTicient 
provision  of  courts  to  determine  them. 

In  January.  ISOS,  another  very  earnest  and  forcible  re- 
monstrance to  Congress  against  the  farther  increase  pro- 
posed of  duties  on  v.'oollens,  was  adopted,  and  in  the  next 
month  commendation  is  oiiicially  bestowed  on  a  report  by 
a  committee  of  the  citizens  of  Boston,  as  to  the  farther 
increase  of  the  tariff,  and  thanks  were  voted  to  such 
newspapers  as  had  reproduced  extracts  from  that  report. 

A  special  meeting  was  convened  by  the  president  on  the 
18th  of  February,  in  order  to  consider  of  the  proper  means 
of  testifying  respect  for  the  memory  of  De  Witt  Clinton, 
who  died  at  Albany  on  the  J  1th  of  February,  in  the  oOth 
year  of  his  nue.  Appropriate  resolutions  were  reported  by 
\V.  W.  Woolsey,  and  unanimously  adopted.  The  chief  one 
is  here  quoted,  as  comprehending  in  a  brief  sunmiary  the 
outline  of  an  illustrious  life  : 

"  His  devotion  to  the  cause  of  science  and  literature,  and 
to  the  benevolent  institutions  which  distinguish  the  present 
day — his  successful  efforts  to  promote  schools  among  the 
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great  body  of  oi-.r  oitizeii.s.  v.hcrrV.y  n'jirly  half  a  million  of 
our  youih  vecelv;  the  hitv^[\l  ol'  <  I'mrailou — liis  j^tMiiiis  in 
projecting-,  arid  ais  nntiririg  zi-,i]  a'ld  .  :jere:y  in  carryini,'- into 
ellect,  the  great  scheme  of  ^vU-ni::',  naviiiatioii,  Avhicli  has 
already  united  the  Hudson  v  itii  th'-  inlund  .seas  of  the  north, 
and  ^vi]l  soon  lead  to  a  similar  miii-n  with  the  immense 
'waters  of  the  \vest.  and  Jay  oprn  to  tlie  commerce  of  this 
city  fertile  countr->i;,  whose  shorf.-;  rir"  not  infeiiorin  extent 
to  the  shtjres  of  El; rope — all  Aiov:  '.he  siijteriority  of  his 
mind — th^t  it  was  directed  to  the  mo.-'  patriotic  ohjects,  and 
that  its  elTorts  have  been  crowned  with  the  most  splendid 
success.'' 

'Jlie  public  man  of  whom  these  things  could  be  Justly 
said,  as  in  the  cnse  of  De  \Mtt  Clinion  they  most  iiiKjues- 
tionably  were,  needs,  can  indeed  hri\c,  no  higher  «HiIouy — 
no  more  glorious  epitaph  ;  but  \\  li<ie  is  the  monument 
which  such  a  benefactor  should  rfrcive  from  the  hands  of 
a  grateiul  people,  and  more  esperi;illy  from  the  hands  of  a 
city:  of  which  the  enlej-prise  he  can  ird  through  to  such  un- 
paralleled success  has  more  than  doidded,  and  is  yet  con- 
stantly adding  to,  the  wealth  arjd  prosperity? — \\here  is 
the  monument  of  grateful  New  York  to  its  benefactor,  De 
Witt  Clinton?  May  the  day  not  br  distant  when  he  who 
shall  repeat  this  cpiestion  will  be  rrffn-ed  to  some  lofty  and 
fitting  memorial  which  shall  attest,  to  all  eyes  and  all  ages, 
tliat  he  whose  canal  has  poured  wcallh  prodii'-aily  into  our 
streets — whose  provident  mind,  in  contributing  lirnily  to 
establish  and  widely  to  spread  popuhir  instruction — has 
poured  streams,  yet  more  priceless,  ol  knowledge  and  mo- 
rality into  the  hearts  of  millions,  who  yet  know  not  his 
name  from  any  public  record — tli.ii  lie,  the  benefactor  of 
his  own  age  and  generation,  and  of  I'^racrations  yet  unborn 
— did  not  serve  an  ungrateful  people 

At  the  same  meetinc:,  V,\  Triinl>l<',  I'rom  the  committee 
appointed  to  ])roeuie  amendm^'nls  fo  the  acts  for  appoint- 
inrr  and  re<:ulatinir  ])ilots.  reported  I liat  they  had  not  been 
able  to  aceoni])lisli  anything,  and  that  their  attempts  had 
altogether  faihii. 

In  April,  a  committee  from  the  IMiiladelphia  Chamber  of 
Commerce  asked  from  the  Xew  York  chamber  their  co- 
operation in  induciuij-  Comrress  to  construct  a  breakwater 
in  the  Delaware,  whieli  i((|uest,  a  Tier  being  relerred  to  a 
committee  and  lavorably  reported  u])on,  was  complied 
■with. 

Another  proposition  from  the  IMiihuhlphia  chamber  met 
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with  less  success  ;  that  for  the  substitution  of  a  system  of 
compulsory  warehousing  and  cash  duties,  for  tlie  present 
system  of  duties  on  credit.  A  lon<r  and  able  re))ort  adverse 
to  this  proj)osition.  was  made  to  the  ciiainbcr  of  iVew  York 
and  accepted  by  it.  and  a  counter  memorial  to  tliat  t'rom 
Philadeipiiia  was  directed  to  be  pre])ared  and  sent  to  Con* 
gress.  ^ 

In  February,  1S20,  a  memorial  was  presented  by  the 
chamber  to  Concrress,  d\V(dlin£r  upon  ''the  calamitous  re- 
sults of  the  tarilfof  182S,"  and  asking  for  a  rt'duction  of 
duties. 

On  the  80th  of  April,  a  special  meeting  was  calK'd  to  consi- 
der of  the  proper  mode  of  testitying  respect  for  the  memory 
of  Archibald  Gracie,  then  lately  deceased.  A  committee  was 
appointed  to  report  at  the  next  stated  meetinsr,  in  May, 
when  accordingly  it  was  ordered  that  the  date  ot  his  decease 
be  entered  on  the  minutes  as  a  renewed  expre.-sion  of  the 
high  sense  entr-rtained  of  the  services  of  tiip  deceased  while 
an  ofiicer  of  this  Board,  and  of  the  gratel'ul  remembrance 
which  it  cherishes  of  the  courtesy  of  his  manners,  his 
intelligence  and  benevolence,  and  ot  his  uniform  and  tried 
intejrity. 

'I'his  was  a  hiirh,  well  merited,  most  unusual,  and  there- 
fore more  precious  tribute  to  the  memory  of  a  good  man, 
who  no  longer,  at  the  period  of  his  death,  and  for  several 
years  beibre,  had  considered  himself  as  belonging  to  the 
society. 

It  was  well  merited.  Adversity  such  as  falls  at  times 
upon  the  most  cautious  merchant,  had  fallen  upon 
Archibald  Gracie,  and  he  who  for  more  than  the  thiid  of  a 
century  had  pursued  with  signal  industry,  intellii;<M)ee,  lib- 
erality and  success,  the  high  and  honorable  calling  of  a 
merchant,  saw  himself  stricken  down  in  his  advanced  years, 
by  a  succession  of  disasters  wjiich  no  prudence  could  avert, 
nor  sagacity  ioresee. 

Mr.  Gracie  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  left  his  birth- 
place, Dumfries,  about  the  same  time  with  Wm.  Ewart 
and  John  Reid,  youths  of  his  own  age,  and  alike  bent  on 
seekim;  their  Ibrtunes  in  the  commercial  \\  orld.  ]\ir.  Ewart 
directed  his  steps  to  Liverpool,  and  became  there  the  head 
of  the  house,  well  known  to  American  merciiitnls, ot  J'^wart, 
Rutson  ct  Co.  Mr.  Reid  Ibund  his  theatre  in  London,  and 
there  became  the  head  of  another  well  known  house,  Reid, 
Irving  iS:,  Co.  Mr.  Gracie  crossed  the  sea,  after  the  close  of 
the  war,  established  himself  in  Petersburg,  Virginia,  and 
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soon  made  lor  himself  a.  posiiion  nnd  a  name  there.  Called 
by  his  business  occasionally  to  iS'ew  York,  he  here  met 
■with  the  wile  who  consiituted  the  happiness  ol  his  after 
lil'c,  Miss  Rogers;  and  this  cireumstance.  combining  Avith 
the  better  field  which  New  York  presented  to  a  nsan  of  Mr. 
Oracle's  reach  of  mind  for  the  prosecntion  of  business,  de- 
termined him  to  remove  to  this  city  about  1791  ;  and  here 
he  labored  lionorably,  diligently,  and  for  long  years,  mcst 
successfully.  His  habits  as  a  man  of  business  were  those 
of  great  st-li-reliance,  great  promptness  and  great  decision. 
AVealtli  liowed  in  upon  him,  but  lie  valued  it  only  as  it  en- 
abled him  to  indulge  the  generous  feelinus  of  a  nature  that 
never  harbored  a  seiiish  thought — the  noble  impulses  of  a 
heart  which  found  its  delight  in  confening  beneiits,  reliev- 
ing distress,  promoting  every  good  aim  and  aspiration.  His 
family,  his  domestic  hearth,  was  the  home  of  happiness — 
ol"  hospitality — of  all  the  Christian  graces  and  virtues.  Of 
a  chet-n'ui  temper  and  most  winning  and  gentle  manners 
liiniself.  the  sunshine  of  his  ample  brow  and  bright,  quick, 
but  smiling  eyes,  diriused  itself  over  all  around — his  footstep 
as  it  entered  the  sanctuary  of  home  from  the  labor  of  the 
counting-house,  fell  upon  every  ear  as  the  most  welcome 
sound,  for  he  was  beloved  as  such  a  ma,n  only  can  be 
beloved. 

In  his  public  walk  as  in  his  jirivate  life  he  was  without 
blemish  or  reproach.  His  views  of  human  nature  were 
hopeful.  Distrust  was  foreign  to  him  wholly — honest,  con- 
fiding, unsuspecting  himself— he  would  nof  soil  his  mind, 
nor  sour  his  own  hopelul  temper,  by  suspecting  the  motives 
or  the  integrity  of  others.  He  carried  his  heart  in  his  hand, 
and  a  nobler  one  does  not  beat  on  earth. 

^\  hen  the  storm  came,  which  after  long  and  vigorous 
struggling  overthrew  him,  he  lamented  less  his  own  priva- 
tions, his  own  altered  condition,  than  that  of  those  most 
dear  to  him  ;  the  loss  of  fortune,  as  carrying  with  it  the  loss 
ot  the  means  ol  self-iu'lnlgence,  or  of  ostentation,  or  display, 
touched  him  not  at  ali :  but  it  did  touch  him  nearly  that 
the  hand  which  had  n<  r  turned  aw^ay  the  suffering  or  the 
destitute,  was  now  po-    rless  lor  acts  of  benevolence. 

He  died  in  this  city  .  >  his  74th  year,  mourned  and  hon- 
ored most  by  those  whv.  must  nearly  lived  with  and  knew 
him. 

During  the  remainder  of  the  year  1830,  and  the  beginning 
of  1831,  little  business  of  moment  was  transacted. 

The  president,  Robert  Lenox,  summoned  an  extra  meet- 
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ingof  the  chamber  on  the  Gih  of  July,  to  consider  of" the  pro- 
per mode  of  testityini;  rrsoeoi  lor  t'l'i  iato  James  jMonrcc, 
ex-President  of  th('  Li:iud  Srate?.  v.ho  died  iv.  the  city  on 
the  preceding  4th  ir.st. 

The  chamber  adopted  rei^olutions  of  rcg:ret  and  respect, 
and  determined  to  attend  in  a  body  the  iuneral  ceremonies. 

The  llellgate  and  East  riNer  pilots  now  came  in  tor  their 
share  of  animadversion,  and  at  the  February  mectin:^^  in 
'1832,  a  petition  wasvo^ed  -o  the  J^e^isiature  of  tlii.-;  State 
praying  that  coasting  ves:«eli  t"ading  from  'i'roy.  Albany 
and  >^'ew  York  to  eafitern  poris,  throuidi  tiie  Sound,  may  be 
exempted  from  pilotage  fees,  v.'hich  they  arc  nov  i)y  law 
obbged  to  pay.  when  they  neither  need  noi-  empi.>y  pilots, 
the  masters  tiiereof  being,  themselves,  at  least  as  skilful  as 
the  branch  pilots. 

In  April,  1832,  another  meraorial  was  voted  to  Congress 
for  a  new  custom-house. 

No  quorum  seems  to  have  been  formed  tVom  November. 
1833,  to  May.  1834.  At  this  meeting  a  series  of  resolutions 
were  adopted  auainst  a  ])roject  then  mooted,  of  caxising  the 
city  hall  to  be  sold  to  the  General  Government  for  a  cus- 
tom-house and  post  otRce,  and  upon  these  resolutions  was 
founded  a  strong  memorial  to  the  Secretary  of  thu  Treasu- 
ry, dissuading  him  from  any  such  arrangement,  as  extreme- 
ly inconvenient  to  the  eommer(;e  of  the  ci'cy.  A  committee 
of  the  chamber  was  directed  to  proceed  to  \^'ashington  with 
this  memorial  and  the  resolutions  upon  which  it  was  Ibund- 
ed,  in  order  to  conter  with  the  President  and  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  represent  to  them  the  evils  of  such  a 
scheme. 

In  consequence  of  this  earnest  interposition  of  the  cliam- 
ber,  the  President,  as  \\-as  announced  to  the  cominitlee  by 
the  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury,  l\ir.  McLane,  detennined  to 
carry  out  the  original  plan  of  building  the  custom  house  in 
Wall  street,  where  it  now  stands,  an  ornament  to  the  city, 
and  convenient  tor  the  merchants. 

On  the  3d  of  December,  '33,  a  report  in  favor  of  laying 
the  foundations  of  a  Commercial  Library  was  adoj)ted,  and 
resolutions  were  passed,  appropriating  ssoOO  as  a  commence- 
ment, and  appointiuL--  a  committee  ot  five  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect these  resolutions.  The  library  was  to  be  j)laced  in  the 
room  in  the  Exchanire  where  the  chamber  met.  It  tloes 
not  appear  that  any  eli'ect  was  given  to  these  resolutions, 
nor  that  any  steps  towards  carrying  them  into  execution 
were  ever  taken. 
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A  project  lor  a  ship  r  ;iii;il  round  tlic  falls  of  Niagara, 
and  of  a  railroad  from  f>;ii'.<;  Erie  lo  the  HucLson.  was  laid 
before  the  chamber  in  N<  (.lumber,  1S33,  and  called  fuiih 
a  very  favorable  exj)re>n'/ii  of  opinion,  and  a  committee 
^vas  apjiointed  to  pid)li-li  ihe  plan  of  the  proposed  canal, 
and  a  pamphlet  explanaioiy  thereof,  for  general  distribu- 
tion— the  cost,  not  exceeding  two  hundred  dollars,  to  be  paid 
by  the  chamber. 

Durinij:  the  year  1S35,  (In:  minutes  of  the  cliamber  are 
unusually  bai-ren.  The  followiiig  entry,  under  date  ol'  5th 
of  January,  1830,  opens  tlie  third  volume  of  the  minutes  of 
the  chamber. 

"  There  was  no  meetiii""  oi'  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
this  day,  in  en!r.-equenee  ol'  the  total  destruction  of  the 
Merchants'  Exchange,  and  the  contusion  created  in  all  bu- 
siness arraii;:enients  by  the  dreadful  and  most  disastrous 
lire  on  the  night  of  the  ]»>th  of  Deoeri.ber.  which  has  laid 
waste  the  greater  part  of  tlie  business  section  of  the  First 
AVard.  The  books  and  j)ietures,  ai;d  the  corporate  seal  of 
the  chamber,  fortunately  were  saved  from  the  flames." 

It  cannot  be  misplaced  in  leference  to  the  grevious  ca- 
lamity recorded  in  the  entry  just  read  to  say. that  the  unde- 
pressed spirit  and  unfalterm;r  energy  displayed  by  the  bodv 
of  mercliants  and  traders  nl  the  city,  under  such  losses  and 
disappointments  as  that  (ire  occa.- ioned.  will  long  be  re- 
membered with  admiration,  and  must  be  regarded  as  hav- 
ing essentially  eoutributefl  to  the  prompt  renovation,  in  even 
more  than  its  original  value  and  substance,  of  the  large 
district  over  which  the  flat/ies  swept. 

In  several  eases  foundations  were  commenced  of  new 
and  more  costly  cdinces,  amid  the  glow  ot  the  expiring  em- 
bers of  the  buildings  de;  trtjyed,  and  it  is  pleasant  and 
grateful  to  believe  that  siieli  energy  was  not  without  its 
reward,  and  that  they  v.  h(»  icou/d  not  be  ruined  by  addinu" 
despondency  to  disaster,  have  reaped  the  iVuits  of  their  wise- 
ly directed  and  rare  enei'gy,  in  ultimate  and  not  long-waited- 
Ibr  succ(»ss. 

At  the  I'^'bruary  meetinij;  of  the  chamber,  a  memorial  to 
Congress  was  ad<«pt('d,  praying  for  the  passage  of  the  bill 
then  pendin'.r.  for  extendinv;  the  term  of  bonds  for  duties  in 
New  York.  The  projiriely  ol  send  ng  a  memorial  to  iIk 
Legislature  of  the  Slate,  lor  li.e  r(^peal  of  all  laws  prohibit- 
ing the  establishment  of  roiei;^^,!  insurance  companies 
among  us,  was  discussed,  but  the  chamber  declined  to  in- 
terfere. 


At    .-,■■■  :: 
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The  pilots  ajrain  came  up,  end  a  memorial  to  the  Legis- 
lature lor  an  iaerensc  cC  tho;  nun'hpr  vas  .ado[-.ted. 

A  bill  being  bolorr  Cct-ijjrc.-.:-  i(ji-  (•oMiKclIintj  merchant 
ships  to  carry  ruiprentices,  with  fi  v!o^^  re  !<(eure  aji  ade- 
quate supply  of  experienced  seaim-n,  ^Ir.  Goldsboroiigh,  a 
senator  from  Maryiand,  and  chairman  oi  the  JSenate's  com- 
mittee, to  whom  the  bill  was  rcferi-ed,  sent  a  copy  of  it  to 
the  chamber,  with  the  expression  of  a  Avi^h  i'ov  its  opinion 
in  relation  iherL^to. 

The  subject  WTS  rei'cned  ^o  a  '^ommitti  e,  and  (;n  the  ISth 
of  May  a  reporf  was  .-Tiade  by  that  committee,  approving 
the  general  principle  of  the  bill,  but  dissentiug  from  some 
of  its  df't.-iils. 

In  February,  '37,  the  chamber  memorialized  Congress  for 
a  law  to  authorize  the  employment  of  some  of  the  vessels 
of  the  navy  to  cruise  off  the  coast  during  the  winter  sea- 
son, as  relief  vessels.  The  chamber  also  passed  sfroncr 
resolutions  in  favor  of  tlie  completion  of  the  Erie  railroad, 
and  calling  upon  citizens  of  all  classes  to  subscribe  to  its 
stock. 

The  pilots  airain  troubled  the  chamber,  and  a  committee 
was  sent  to  Albany  to  see  what  could  be  done  in  the  pre- 
mises. Happily,  Congress  had  now  passed  a  bill  throwing 
the  business  of  piloting  open  to  competition,  and  Aew  Jer- 
sey had  established  a  system  forth*-  appointment  and  regu- 
lation of  pilots,  for  contributing  to  the  success  of  which,  by 
.altending  at  Trenton,  Capt.  Ilackslaff'  received  the  spe. 
cial  thanks  of  the  chamber, 

A  strong  remonstrance  against  the  usury  laws,  was  sent 
;by  a  committee  to  the  State  Legislature,  a  printed  copy  of 
.which  is  annexed  to  the  minutes  of  x3d  of  May. 

During  the  summer  of  '^7,  no  meeting  of  the  chamber 
•was  held.  It  was  at  this  period  that  our  city  was  thrown 
into  a  sudden  constei'nation  by  a  Avell  accredited  rumor 
that  a  pirate  vessel  had  been  met  with  in  the  track  ot  our 
European  packet  ships,  and  had  actually  captured  a  Phila- 
<ielphia  shiii — a  rumor  which  called  ibrth  a  spontam-ous, 
prompt  and  gratiiying  expedition,  organized  with  the  ut- 
most despatch,  by  the  navy  officers  on  this  station,  in  order 
to  seek  out  and  capture  the  dangerous  Ibe.  Happily,  the 
rumor  proved  untounded ;  but  its  existence  had  the  ijood 
.^Ifeet  of  displayin;:  the  zeal  of  the  navy,  and  of  tiuniuLr  at- 
tention to  the  necessity,  with  so  rich  a  eonunercc  and  so 
idefenceless  a  coast  as  ours,  of  alwajs  having  at  hand, 
^ajid  in  readiness,  a  certain  amount  of  naval  Ibrce. 
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At  the  first  meeling  of  the  chamber  after  this  occurrence, 
(7th  of  November,)  its  thanks  were  especially  tendered  to 
Com.  Ridgely,  Cajjls.  Perry  and  .Stringha!n,and  Lieut.  Sands, 
for  the  zeal  and  alacrity  evinced  by  them  in  getting  to  sea 
with  such  force  as  they  could  collect  on  the  spur  of  tlie  oc- 
casion— and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  address  to  the 
President  of  the  United  Statc"^.  a  representation  of  the  ex- 
pediency of  a  permanent  home  squadron — as  well  for  the 
relief  of  vessels  on  our  coast  in  distress,  as  for  the  pi-otec- 
tion  of  our  commerce — and  this  was  the  origin  of  the  policy 
ever  since  pursued — thougji  not  always  with  adequate 
or  appropriate  force, — of  keeping  afloat,  off  the  coast  or 
in  the  harbor,  leady  for  sea,  some  well  equipped  vessels 
of  war. 

The  commercial  and  financial  disasters  which  this  year 
overspread  the  country,  and  resulted  in  a  general  suspen- 
sion of  specie  payments,  led  to  a  correspondence  between 
the  chamber  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  urixing  on 
the  part  of  the  merchants  a  jirolongation  of  the  credit  on 
all  bonds  falling  due  before  the  1st  of  January  next — of  two 
years — the  vSecretary  cf  the  Treasury  signified  his  purpose 
of  submitting  tliis  suggestion  to  Congress. 

The  chamber  reiterated  to  tlie  Legislature  its  interest  in 
the  completion  of  the  Erie  railroad,  and  its  hope  that  all 
reasonable  aid  might  be  extended  to  it  by  the  Legislature. 
And  upon  Congress  it  again  pressed  the  expediency  of  a 
well-regulated  apprentice  system  for  the  commercial  ma- 
rine. 

A  warehousing  system  was  again  agitated  iti  Congress,  and 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  in  February,  1838,  adopted  a 
strong  memorial  in  lavor  of  such  a  system,  with  the  provi- 
so, however,  that  the  existing  system  of  credits  upon  duties 
be  n<jt  altered.  Ten  years  betore  the  chamber  had  not  on- 
ly refused  to  cooperate  with  the  Philadelphia  Chamber  of 
Commerce  in  support  of  a  warehousing  system,but  had  me- 
morialized Congress  in  opposition  to  it.  Then,  however,  the 
scheme  was  accompanied  with  what  seems  its  natural 
counterpart,  cash  duties.  Now  the  chamber  adhering  to  its 
opposition  to  cash  duties,  yet  favored  a  general  warehousing 
system. 

Both  ]\Ir.  Senator  Wright  and  Mr.  Cambreleng,  repre- 
sentative in  Congress,  having  i»iformed  the  chamber  that 
Congress  would  not  probaljly  consent  to  a  warehousing  sys- 
tem and  credits  upon  duties,  the  whole  sul)ject  was  recon- 
sidered by  the  chamber,  and  it  was  anew  decided  that  both 
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should  be  asked  for,  and  ir^x-th  contd  not  be  cotMoined,  that 
the  preservatio;)  of  the  credii  sysifnn  oi'  duties  wus  to  be  pre- 
ferred to  the  cstabli.'^hm^ut  of  a  g-ci.t.'-al  v\-arehousir.g  sys- 
tem. 

A  movement  was  made  in  the  rhamber  in  Marcli,  1839, 
which,  however,  upon  being  re-^Tred  to  and  examined  by  a 
committee,  vras  deemed  inex;)'^dient — the  proposition  was 
to  ask  such  increay^d  power  fiom  the  Legislature  as  would 
enable  the  chambei  to  e;:-t:ihlish  a  Iribiinal,  or  Court  of 
Commerce,  with  fioweri  to  determine  all  litigation  between 
merchants — the  trials  to  bo  by  juries  taken  solely  from  the 
classes  of  merchants  and  traders — the  juries  to  determine 
by  hare  majorities,  and  proof  to  be  given  in  writing — final- 
ly the  jui-ies  to  be  judges  both  of  the  law  and  the  i'acts. 

This  seems  prima  farie  a  roii sonable  proposition,  well 
calculated  to  facilitate  ituelli^ent  and  promj-st  decisions  of 
mercantile  dispu.r.-s.  The  ronmiittee  of  tiie  chamber  ne- 
vertheless deemed  it  ine.\prdicnt,  and  so  repoited,  without 
any  reasoning — directly  to  the  rhamber — which  acquiesced 
in  the  report. 

The  Legislature  of  the  State  having  before  them  at  the 
pending  session  in  April,  1830.  a  bill  abolishing  imprison- 
ment in  the  case  of  non-resident  debtors,  the  chamber  Ibr- 
warded  a  brief  but  forcible  memorial  in  opposition  to  the 
bill,  as  likely  to  prove  injurious  lo  the  city  of  A'ew  York,  al- 
ways a  creditor  city. 

The  rresident  oi'  the  United  States  being  on  a  visit  to 
New  York,  the  chamber  at  the  same  meeting  resolved  to 
pay  their  resjxcts  to  him. 

A  special  mreling  was  summoned  on  the  14th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1839,  by  tli.e  lirst  vice  president,  Isaac  Carow,  who  an- 
nounced as  its  object  the  consideration  ol' tlii=  proper  mnrks 
of  respect  to  be  shown  to  the  memory  of  Robert  Lenox,  late 
president.  Appropriate  resolutions  were  unanimously 
passed  and  ordererl  to  be  communicated  to  the  lamily  oi 
the  deceased,  and  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes  of  the 
chamber. 

Mr.  Lenox  is  commemorated  in  these  resolutions  as  "  for 
many  years  a  zealous,  imp.irtial  and  ethcient  otlicer.  al- 
ways InteresN^'d  in  the  M-ell-being  and  success  of  the  cham- 
ber; as  an  eminent  merchant  who  for  a  pei-iod  beyond  the 
ordinary  cour>e  of  human  life  had  been  distinguished  for 
great  prudence,  a  clear  ami  sound  judgment,  and  unble- 
mished reputation." 

Robert  Lenox  was  a  native  of  the  town  of  Kirlccudbright 
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in  Scotland,  whcMice  he  was  sent  at  an  early  asre  to  an  un- 
cle residing  in  Philadelphia,  then  a  coramissary-general  of 
prisoners  in  the  Briti^'i  servieo.  He  -went  to  school  lor  a 
tinif  at  Ijurlingtoii,  Tncw  Jersey,  and  afterward  entered  his 
uncle's  oliice  as  an  assistant,  where  he  continued  till  the 
close  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  lie  married  in  this  city  in 
1783,  immediately  after  which  he  made  a  short  visit  to  his 
native  country,  and  on  liis  return  settled  here  as  a  mer- 
chant, where  he  remained  permanently  till  his  death,  which 
occuri'edin  December,  183!),  in  the  81st  year  of  his  age. 

JMr.  Lenox  commcTiced  business  on  a  scale  commensu- 
rate with  his  means,  then  slender  in  the  extreme  ;  but  he 
gradually  and  steadily  enlarged  liis  transactions  till  he 
eventually  became  one  of  the  most  extensive  as  well  as  suc- 
cessful merchants  in  the  United  States,  and  such  was  liis 
prudence  and  sagacily  that  it  is  believed  there  was  not  a 
year  during  the  whole  period  of  his  actual  mercantile  life  in 
whieh  he  did  not  fiiid  his  property  greater  at  the  close  than 
it  had  been  at  the  commencement.  This  will  be  deemed 
the  moj'c  surprisi'.ig  when  it  is  considered  that  a  fierce  war 
raged  in  Europe  during  the  whole  time,  and  that  the  com- 
merce of  this  country  was  continually  subjected  to  the  most 
flagrant  injuries  at  the  hands  of  the  principal  belligerents. 
It  may  also  be  mciilioned  as  an  evidence  of  his  industry, 
which  was  a  promi:  '.t  feature  in  his  character,  that  even 
when  most  extensiv  ' y  engaged  in  business,  and  having  no 
partner  to  assist  hin  .  <e  invariably  posted  his  own  Ijooks. 

After  the  war  of  1  -  ;2  he  gradually  relinquished  mercan- 
tile- j)ursuits,  occupyii/g  himself  with  the  care  of  his  own  es- 
tate, which  had  then  h.ecome  large,  and  which  ailorded  him 
amusement  for  a  lew  hours  daily  till  within  a  ver}-  short 
period  of  his  death. 

I\Ir.  Isaac  Carow  was  the  elected  successor  of  IMr.  Lenox, 
and  as  it  does  not  fall  within  the  design  of  this  sketch  to  in- 
clude any  notices  of  the  living,  we  close  our  extracts  from, 
and  references  to,  the  proceedings  of  the  chamber. 

A  few  words  more,  and  I  will  no  longer  abuse  the  pa- 
tience with  which  this  somewhat  disjointed  paper  has 
been  so  kindly  received. 

My  hope  and  aim  in  thus  reviving  the  past  and  placing 
belbre  the  present  day  some  of  the  memorials  of  the  mer- 
chants of  our  early  beyinning,  our  colonial  and  Revolution- 
ary-days,  have  been  tiiat  those  who  now  fill  a  ))lace  made 
vacant  by  them — may  from  such  antecedents  derive  addi- 
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tional  motives  for  a  like  exercise  of  civic  virtues,  of  un- 
flinching patriotisDi,  and  of  intelligent  enterprise. 

I  have,  I  conl'e?;s,  anotiier  motive,  that  of  contributing,  if 
it  may  be,  to  revive  interest  in,  and  the  energy  and  impor- 
tance ol",  the  Chamber  of  Commerce.  We  have  seen  that 
from  its  origin  uj)  to  the  commencement  of  this  century, 
and  occasionally  lo  a  more  recent  date,  the  chamber  was 
called  upon  alike  by  tlic  authorities  of  the  city,  and  of  the 
State,  and  of  the  nation,  for  its  advice  and  opinions  on  ques- 
tions supposed  to  be  specially  within  its  cognizance — ques- 
tions of  quarantine,  and  public  health  and  cleanliness — the 
laws  of  trade,  of  currency,  the  effect  of  inspection  laws,  of 
high  and  low  duties,  oi  bankrupt  laws,  Sec,  and  the  records 
from  which  I  have  so  largely  quoted  show,  that  the  mer- 
chants composing  the  chamber  could  always  bring  to  the 
consideration  of  these  (juestions  not  only  much  practical 
knowledge,  but  the  al)ili(y  to  state  their  views  with  great 
perspicuity  and  force.  The  memorials  and  reports  embo- 
died in  the  minutes  of  the  chamber  are  many  of  them  mo- 
dels of  style  and  of  cogent  reasoning.  In  later  years  the 
chamber  has  been  less  attractive  to  the  commercial  body  ; 
the  meetings  have  been  negligently  attended,  and  hastily 
despatched,  and  as  a  consequence  the  influence  of  the  cham- 
ber has  declined. 

This  should  not  be,  and  would  not  be,  if  the  part  that  it 
and  its  members  have  played  in  the  brief  but  illustrious  an- 
nals of  our  country,  were  more  familiarly  known.  If  what 
has  been  said  this  evening  shall  tend  in  any  manner  to  re- 
vive interest  in  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  I  shall  derive 
tlie  highest  gratification  from  being,  in  some  humble  de- 
gree, associated  with  such  a  revival  Tor  I,  too,  was  bred  a 
merchant,  and  never  cease  to  feel  pr^  ad  of  being  associated 
M  ith  a  profession  which  is  the  civili.xr,  the  retiner  and  the 
liberator  of  the  world.  The  genius  of  commerce  is  indeed 
well  symbolized  on  the  seal  of  this  corporation,  by  the  god 
I\Iercury  with  his  winged  cap  and  his  soul-compelling  cadu- 
ceus.  The  old  Greek  3Iythoio:ry,  full  as  it  is  of  hidden  wis- 
dom, and  typical  of  higher  things,  has  in  some  of  the  attri- 
butes ascribed  to  Mercury,  well  forcsliadowed  the  nature 
and  conquests  of  commerce  ;  for  it,  too.  as  is  fabled  of  the 
youthful  Hermes,  robs  Neptune  of  his  trident,  A'enus  of  her 
girdle.  Mars  of  his  sword,  "\'alcan  of  his  forges,  and  even 
Jupiter  of  his  sceptre.  It  is  commerce  which  covers  with 
its  ships  the  subject  sea,  which  sweeps  over  the  globe  for 
materials  to  adorn  beauty,  which  seals  in  its  scabbard  the 
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red  sword  of  war,  and  cultivate.^  peace  and  the  arts  of 
peace  ;  which  lights  the  fires  ol"  the  mechanic  arts,  and,  kisi 
and  greatest  of  all,  teaches  m;in  no  longer  to  bow  <l..\\  n 
before  idols  of  his  own  creation  on  earth  or  in  the  skii-s, 
but,  looking  erect  to  heaven,  to  walk  amona  his  lellow-men 
as  an  equal,  while  walking  humbly  and  devoutly  belnr.; 
the  true  and  no  longer  conjectural  or  unknown  Ciod. 

It  was  the  distinguishing  leature  of  the  merchants  who 
formed  this  association,  and  of  their  immediate  successors, 
that  they  filled  that  most  inleresting  portion  of  our  history, 
when  commerce  was  rising  Iron;  its  cradle  and  takinc:  the 
first  steps  in  that  grand  progress,  which  is  already  the  mar- 
vel of  the  world — and  which  is  yet  advancin;:;-- 

At  such  an  epoch  every  movement  was  important.  Events 
at  other  seasons  the  most  trivial  were  no^v  momeatou-^, 
casting  forward  shadows  of  dark  and  soieinn  import.  A'or 
were  the  men  of  that  day  limited  ia  their  reward  to  that 
which  the  t^ye  of  faith  alone  could  discern — for  many  were 
the  iastanc'^s  where  the  individual  pioneers  lived  to  enjoy 
in  real  fruition  the  harvests  earned  by  their  industry  and 
forecast. 

A  young  German  was  found  among  the  number,  pursuinir, 
within  the  solitude  and  depths  of  the  primeval  forests  of 
New  York,  the  trapping  of  the  beaver  upon  its  remote  and 
then  almost  inaccessible  waters. 

I'hat  individual  lived  to  be  [lushc  d  before  the  advancing 
wave  of  civilization  inward  and  inward,  and  yet  larther  in- 
ward, through  the  great  range  of  inland  seas  to  the  utmost 
extremity  of  Lake  Superior,  and  thence  onward  to  the 
llocky  Mountains,  and  still  borne  on  by  the  wave,  surmount- 
ing Ihcm,  till  he  was  checked  only  in  his  jiregress  by  the 
shores  of  the  Pacific. 

'I'his  humble  German  boy,  thus  urged  on  from  ocean  to 
ocean,  stands  (and  his  memory  will  long  endure)  as  a  type 
of  American  progress.  The  field  of  ids  earlier  achieve- 
ments— the  Seneca  Lake — then  a  solitude  <ind  a  waste,  is 
now  gemmed  with  gardens,  and  temples  of  science  and  re- 
ligion; and  in  this  city,  his  final  abode,  and  resting  place, 
and  sepulchre,  are  provided  the  means,  through  the  munifi- 
cence of  that  young  traj)per,  of  building-,  furnishing  and 
maintaining,  a  public  library,  on  a  magnificent  scale,  free 
to  all,  and  which  will  bear  to  all  time  the  name  of  Joux 
.Ja.cob  A'^tor. 
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British  ship, 

1 

1 

Fcb.7 

Action  between  priv.  America  and 

British  frigate,    . 

1 

1 

Mar. 

Action  between  priv.  Snap  Dragon 

and  British  ship 

4 

7 

11 

4. 

Battle  on  River  do  Fiench, 

4 

4 

8 

27. 

Jackson's  vict'y  over  Creek  Indians, 

25 

lOG 

131 

29. 

In  the  battle  at  Ba  Cole  Mills,    . 

14 

122 

13G 

28. 

Defeat  of  the  Frigate  Essex,      . 

80 

03 

152 

By  Indians  in  Alabama.      . 

'J 

2 

do.           Blinois, 

1 

1 

April. 

Action    between   priv.    York   and 

' 

British  ship,    .... 
Action  between  priv.  Surprise  and 

G 

12 

18 

British  ship,    .... 

1 

1 

By  Indians  at  Fort  Harrison,      . 

2 

2 

29. 

Action  between  Peacock  andEper- 

vier, 

o 

2 

jNIay. 

Action   between   privateer  Saucy 

Jack  and  British  ship,     . 

2 

9 

11 

2. 

Action  ])et\veen  priv.  Grand  Turk" 

and  British  ship,     . 

2 

14. 

In  the  attack  of  the  British  on  Fort 

at  Otter  Creek, 

o 

2 

In  the  capture  of  Oswego  by  tlie 

British, 

C 

38 

44 

30. 

Skirmish  at  Sandy  Creek, 

1 

' 

Carried  forward; 

2092 
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AMERICANS. 

ISU. 

K.      1 

w. 

K.  &  W. 

Brought  forward. 

2092 

2472 

4825 

In  Ilhode  I.sh\nd,  by  fire  from  Brit- 

ish Frigate,     .... 

1 

1 

2 

June. 

Skirmish  at  Odlctown, 

o 

3 

5 

22. 

At  Benedict,       .... 

1 

1 

23. 

On  board  a  torpedo  boat  captured 

by  tlie  Britisi, 

1 

1 

25. 

In  an  attack  on  the  British  boats 

in  the  Chesapeake, 

4 

3 

7 

28. 

Skirmish  at  Odletown, 

Action    between    the    Was})    and 

1 

2 

3 

Reindeer,         .         .         . 

7 

19 

26 

July, 

In  the  capture  of  Fort  Erie. 

4 

4 

5. 

In  tlie  battle  at  Chippev/a. 
Action  between  priv.    Harpy  and 

GO 

249 

309 

British  ship,    .... 

1 

2 

3 

Action    between   priv.    IMammoth 

and  British  ship,     . 

1 

1 

1 

12. 

Action   between   priv.  Syren    and 

British  sh_oo})-of-war. 

2 

7 

9 

Action  near  Fort  Georse,  .       •  . 

1 

2 

3 

IG. 

Skirmish  in  Upper  Canada, 

9 

4 

13 

25. 

Battle  of  Bridgewater, 

171 

572 

743 

Au^^ 

In  the  attack  on  Buffalo  by  the  Br. 

2 

8 

10 

3. 

At  Kinsdale,  by  tire  from    British 

bars-es,    .'.... 

2 

2 

•  4. 

In  the  attempt  to  take  ]Mackinac, 

13 

50 

G3 

G. 

Skirmish  near  Fort  Erie,     . 

5 

4 

9 

Bv  Indians  in  Gconrin, 

1 

1 

10.    Skirmish  near  Fort  Eric,    . 

1 

3 

4 

12.    Capture  of  2  schooners   on   Lake 

1     Erie, 

1 

0 

10 

15.    hi  rep.'Uin;^-  attack  on  Fort  Eric, 

20 

92 

118 

2J.  iSkirinish  near  Fort  Erie,    . 

9 

19 

28 

23.    By  the    Hritish   in  their  march   to 

^Yashin2ton,  .... 

1 

1 

24.  jIn  th(;  defeat  at  Jihadenshurg,     . 

35 

55 

90 

27.  jSkirmish  at  Fort  Erie, 

29 

31. 

do.       in  Juniata  Bay,  . 
Carried  forward, 

5 

2440 
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a:\iericaxs. 


1811. 


Brought  forward,         .         .     p 
■Vction  lictweeu   priv.    Viper   andi 
British  barge,  .  .  .     i 

Action  between    JNId.    ^Militia  and! 
erf^w  of  British  frigate.  .         .     | 
hi    the    attempt  to  retake  British! 
Sep.        ship  Benson,  .  ... 

1.    Action  between  Wasp  and  Avon,  I 
3.    At  Fort  Krie,      .         .         ,         .     | 
hi  the  capture  of  the  Tigress  on: 
Lake  Huron,  ...         ,     ! 
Below    Alexandria,    by    fire    from; 
British  barges,  .  .  .     I 

Skirmish  near  Fort  Erie,    . 
In  the  Chesapeake  Ijy  Br.  barges. 
At  a  battery  below  Alexandria,  bv 

British  fleet,  . 
By  Indians  on  Rock  river,  . 
Action  between  j)iiv.  Grampus  and 

British  sloop-of-war  Ariel, 
Action  on  Lake  Champlain, 

do.  McDonough's  victory, 

G-ll.:Actions  at  Plattsburgh, 
12-13  In  the  defence  of  Baltimore, 


K.      1     W.     k.  fc  w. 

M4G3575G325 


13. 


Oct. 


ihi  Fort  IMcIIenry,  from  fire  from 
j     British  barges, 
In  a  sortie  from  Fort  Erie, 
lAction  between  brig  ilcgent    and 
I     boats  of  British  frigate, 
iVction  Ijetween  priv.  Gen.    Arm- 
strong and  boats  of  Br.  frigate. 
vSkirmish  at  Ilamden, 
By  the  British  on  the  Penobscot, 
By  Indians  on  the  Mississippi,    . 
By      do.      near  Cape  Aux  Giel, 
By      do.      near  Detroit,    . 
By       do.      near   N'iiiceimes, 
In  capture  of  gun-boat  by  British 
barges,   ..... 

Carried  forward, 
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2 

18 

1 
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7 
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28 
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■    ^    _ 

■■''■■  '■'            /MCIilCANS. 

1S]4. 

i 

1   ^• 

1   ^^• 

'iC.  4:   W. 

'         Brought  forwarrl. 

2GG5 

4001 

7171    i 

Oct.7. 

Skirmish  near  Fort  Erie,    . 

14 

7 

21    1 

11. 

Action    between    pnv.    Prmeo  ol 
Neufchatel  and  boats  of  British 

frigate, 

10 

IS 

23 

15. 

Skirmish  at  Chippewo, 

4 

1 

5    j 

If). 

Battle  at  Chinpewa, 

14 

51 

G8 

31. 

Skii'mi^di  ai  j)ccp  Creek.  ?n^  C, 

1 

1 

Nov.  7 

in   the    ca];tare    of  Peiisncola    h\ 

Gen.  Jaci  i-on, 

8 

18 

2G 

At   Casiiue    by    fire    irom  British 

iVigale,       .... 

2 

2 

4 

Skirmish  in  Canada, 

1 

5 

G 

Dec. 

Action  betn'ccii  priv.  Kemp  and  4 

iiritish  ships, 

1 

4 

5 

23. 

Batti';  below  i\e\v  Orleans. 

24 

115 

139 

24. 

Treat'/  of  Fence  signed  at  Ghent. 

28. 

Skirmish  below  New  Orleans,    . 

8 

14 

22 

1S15. 

Jan  1. 

Skirmish  beluw  New  Orleans     . 

11 

23 

34 

8. 

Battle  of  New  Orleans,     . 

13 

39 

52 

13. 

Capture  of  the  Fort  at  Point  Pctre 

by  the  British,     . 

1 

4 

5 

Action  between  President  and  Br. 

Squadron, 

24 

62 

76 

17. 

Action  witli  a  Br.  ship  near  Say- 

brook, 

1 

1 

2 

In   thi'  bora'Lardmvat  of  Fort  St. 

Philip 

2 

7 

9 

Action  between  priv.  Young  Wasp 

and  British  transport,   . 

1 

3 

4 

Feb.s 

Actiun  between  priv.  McDonoagh 

and  British  ship, 

10 

10 

Action   between   priv.  Kemp  and 

Briti.'^h  shi]i, 

1 

2 

3 

17. 

Treaty  of  Peace  ratified  at  Wash- 
in 'j:  ton. 

20. 

Action   bet  ween  Constitution  and 

the  Levant  and  Cayenne, 
Carried  forward, 
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AMERICANS. 

1S15.  I  I       K.      [      W.     fK.&^  W 

1         Brought  forward,       .  .     |2808  4408  7706 

Feb.  lAction  between  priv.  Chasseur  and: 
2G.        British  ship,         .  .  .10        7      13 

Skirmish  in  the  Bay  of  St  Louis,  2        2 

Mar.  Action    between   priv.   Avon   and, 
British  ship,         .  .  .     j 

23.    Action  between  Hornet  and  Pen- 


guui, 
Total, 


11 


,281G;4427i7738 


It  is  knoivn,  that  of  the  Americans, 

there  were  killed,     .         .         .  2,816 

"  wounded,        .         .  4,427 

"  killed  and  wounded,  7,730 


1812. 
June. 

Aug. 

July 
19. 


BRITISH. 


Action     between    Belvidera     and 

President, 
Action    between   boats  of    frigate 

Spartan  and  2  American  priv.. 
Skirmish  in  Canada, 
Action  between  Guerrier  and  Con 

stitution,     ... 
Action  between  brig  of  v/ar  Ca- 
libre and  American  priv. 
Action  between   brig  Ranger  and 

American  priv. 
Action  l)etween  ship  Hoggan  and 

American  priv. 
Action  between  ship  Royal  Bounty 

and  American  priv. 
Action  between  ship  Hopewell  and 

American  priv. 
Action  between  ship  Friends  and 

American  priv.  -  -     j 


Carried  forward, 


c. 

w. 

K.&W. 

2 

2 

6 

5 

10 

10 

39 

04 

103 

. 

7 

8 

0 

1 

1 

' 

1 

2 

1 
2, 

7 

9 

li 

' 

7 

1 
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KILLED    AND    UOU.NDEU 


1812. 

July 
19. 


Sept. 


Oct. 
13. 

18. 


25. 


Nov. 


Dec, 


29. 


BRITISH. 

1 
Brought  forward, 
Action  betAveeu  ship  Elizabeth  and 

American  priv., 
Action  bet\Ae<'n  ship  Hassan  and 

American  i)riv., 
Action    between    ship     iSir    Simon 

Ciarl;  and  ^American  priv., 
Action  bet^^>■en  ship  Shaddock  and! 

American  \my., 
In  Hull's  camjiaign, 
xActiou    between    sliip   Commerce! 

and  American  priv., 
Action    between    ship    John    and 

American  priv., 
Action  between  i)acket  Amelia  and 

American  priv.. 
Skirmish  at  St.  Regis, 
Battle  at  Queenstown,  about     - 
Action  between   Wasp  and  Frolic,' 

about 
Action   between  I>Iacedonian  and 

United  States,     - 
Action   between     Charybdis     and 

American  priv., 
Action    between   ship  Adonis  and 

American  priv.. 
On  Shcpp  Island  by  crew  of  Ame 

ricau  priv.,  -  .  . 

Action  between  ship    Queen   and 

Ameiican  priv.. 
Action  between  packet  Townsendi 

and    American    priv.. 
Skirmish  in  Canada, 
Action  between   ship  Rachel    and 

American  piiv., 
Action   between    ship    Alder  and 

American  priv., 
Action  between  the  Java  and  Con 

stitution,     .... 

Carried  lorward, 


e: 

w. 

K.  i  v.". 

G2 

88 

i:>o 

5 

5 
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1 
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8 

1   7 

j 

0 

"J' 

1   7 
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0 

1 
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G 

9 
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28 

i   1 

0 

1 
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1 
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0 
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1813. 
Jan. 


Brou£:ht  forward. 
lAction  bf;t\vepn  boats  m  the  Che- 
I     sapeakft  and  American  ship,  . 
Battle  at  the  River  Raisin, 
In  the  attack  on  Oirden.sbnrir.     . 
Action  bclwoen  the  iVacock  ond 

Hornet.      .... 
'Action   between   British  bii.r  and 

American  priv.. 
Action  between  pnv.  Malvina  and 

American  priv..  .  . 

Action    between    priv.      Lion    andj 

American  priv., 
Action  between  priv.     Caledonian 

and  schooner  iVonsuoh.  .      | 

Action  between  Briti.sh  i)(>ats  and 

shij)  AVampoa,     . 
Action  between  Briti.sh  packet  and 

Ameri(?an  priv.. 
In  th(,'  captui-e  oi^  Vork,  about     . 
In  the  atlack  on  Haue   de   Grace, 
In  tlie  attack  on  Fort  Meigs, 
In  the  capture  of  Fort  George,    . 
In  the  attack  on  Sackett's  Harbor. 
Action  on  lake  Chaniplain, 

do.     between  the  Shannon   and 

Chesapeake, 
Action  at   Stoney  Creek, 
Action  at  Saybrook, 
Action  at  Sodus, 
Attack  on  Craney  Island, 
\n  th(>  re-capture  of  a  prize. 
Of  a  boat's  crew  by  militia  at  New 

London,     .... 
By  ail  explosion  of  an  Am.   ship 

at\er  capture, 
25.     In  the  attack  on  Hampton, 
July  j Action  between  Br.  ship  Eagle  andj 
5.  pilot  boat  Yankee, 


22. 

Feb. 
24. 

Mar. 


April 


27. 

I\Iav. 

9' 

27. 

29. 
.'une. 

1. 

G. 

10. 

17. 

22. 


24. 


K.     f  w.     ! 

Mi)'  200 

i 

I  I 

41  0 

271  0 

71  4S 


I 
171     29 


] 
0 
3 

15(       0| 

1081   1031 

2g|     2:2; 

3 


J      .J 


27      5S 
2        8' 

1 


K.  t  W. 

746 

4 
27 
55 

40 

J 

1 

9 
12 

0 

1 

200 

3 

15 

271 

48 
3 

85 
10 

3 

5 
03 


II 

3S 


Carried  forward, 
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KILLED   AND    WOUNDED 


1813. 

July 
5. 
13. 

22. 


14. 

21. 

Sept. 
5. 
10. 

11. 

26. 

Oct. 
•1. 
6. 
11. 
27. 

Nov. 
11. 


Dec. 
9. 


19. 
22. 

30. 


BRITISH. 

Broug-'iit  forwnrd,         .         .     I 
Action  between  }ir.  barges  and  a; 

gun-boat,  .  .  .  .  } 
Attack  on  Black  Rock,  .  .  | 
Skirmi.sh  on  the  Potomac,  .     | 

Attack  on  vessels   in  Goose  Creek, ^ 
x\ction  between  sloop  Dominica  andj 

American  priv.  .  .  .  i 
Action    between  Br.   siiip    Louisa' 

and  American  priv.         .         .     ! 
Action  between  Pelican  and  Argus, 
In  the  repulse  at  .Sandusky         .     j 
Skirmish  near  Fort  George, 
Action  between  the  Boxer  and  En- 

terprize,  .         .         .         .     i 

In  the  defeat  by   Perry  on    Lake 

Erie,  ..'...  I 
Action  on  Lake  Ontario,     .         .     j 

do.      near  Odletown,  L.  C,     .     i 

do.     between    Br.   packet   Mor-j 

giana  and  American  priv.  .  | 
Action  between  priv.  Dart  and  Am.| 

revenue  cutter,  .  .  .  ! 
Skirmish  in  Canada,  .  .     | 

do.  do.       .         .         .     i 

By  Hampton's  invasion  of  Canada,! 
By  Harrison's         do.  do.       j 

In  the  baltle  at  Williamsburg,  Up- 
per Canada, 
Skirmish  in  Canada, 
Action  between  priv.  Sir  John  Sher- 

broke  and  American  priv. 
Action  between   ship  Nereid  and 

American  priv.        .         ,  .     j 

Action  between  Br.  transport  Mary! 

and  AmericcM:  priv.  .  ,  '| 

In  the  cajiture   ,f  Fort  Niagara,      I 
Action  betweer  frigate  Dragon  and; 

American  privateer, 
In  the  attack  on  Black  Rock, 


5^85' 

w. 
08 1 

K.  &  \V 

1070 

lli 

4! 

5 

8 

5 

0 

17 

19 
13 

4 
22 

is' 

42 

CO 

0 

2 
1 

15| 

3 
6 

0 

3 

7 
91 
15 

1 
20i 

14 

^4 

73' 

90 
3 

1 

103 
9 
3 

Carried  forward, 


0 

0 

14 
10 
22 

147 

0 

5 

3 

3 
3 

3 

50 
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483 


18. 
29. 

Mayl 


BRITISH. 
1814.  j 

i         Brought  forward 
Jan.   Action  between  ship  Jlibernia  and 

American  privateer, 
29.    Action    between   boats  of  British 
squad,   and  U.  States    schooner 
Alligator, 
Skirmii^h  near  Niagara,    . 
Feb.  Action    between    priv.    iMars    and 

23.        U.  S.  schoone,-  Entcrprize, 
Mar4  Battle  on  River  de  French, 
29.  JBattle  at  La  Cole  mills.    . 

JAction  between  ship  Hannah  and} 
]     American  privateer, 
Apr.  8, Expedition  against  Saybroolc,     . 
Action  between  barges  and  Ameri 

can  sloop  JSwallow, 
■Vction  between  ship  Thomas  and 

American  privateer, 
Action  between  the  Epervier  and 

Peacock,   .... 
Action  between  ship  KutusofT  and 

American  privateer, 
Action  between  ship  Pelham  and 

American  ])rivaleer. 
Action   between   ship    Upton  and 

American  privateer. 
Action  between  British  barge  and 

American  privateer. 
Action   between    frigate    Hotspur 
and  gun-boats,    . 
C.    jAt  the  capture  of  Oswego, 
30.  I  Battle  at  Sandy  Creek,  "  . 
June  Capture  of  a  gun-boat   on  Lake 
19.        Ontario,     . 

Action  between  schooner  Ballahou 
and  American  privateer, 

21.  jSkirmish  in  Canada, 

22.  Skirmish  at  Benedict, 

23.  jCapture  of  torpedo  boat  at  Faulk 
ner's  Island, 


Carried  forward. 
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2 
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KILLED    AN'D    U'OUN'DED 


1814 

June 
24. 


BRITISH. 


24. 
31. 


Brought  forward, 
Action  l)ct.   llcindcer  and  Wasp. 
July  3  In  the  capture  of  Fort  Erie  by  the 
Americans,      .  .  .         . 

5.  jhi  the  defeat  at  Chij)pc\va, 
8.    Skirmish  near  Chippewa,  . 

Action  between  ship  EHzabeth  and 
A.merlcan  Privateer, 
12.    Action  between  schooner  Landrai! 

and  American  Privateer, 
17.    In  the  siege  of  the  Fort  at  Prairie^ 

du  Chien. 

25.  IBattle  of  liridgewater, 

Aug  G  Skirmisli  near  Fort  Erie,    . 

10.  do.  do.  I 

In  the  attaeic  on  Stoninijton,       .     i 

In  the  repulse  at  Fort  Erie,         .     | 

Of  the    crew    of  a   Brilish  bargei 

captured  at  New  London,       .     i 

At  and  near  Washington,  .         .     j 

Of  the  crev/  of  frigate  Menelausi 

by  j\rd.  militia,        .         .         ,     I 

By  American  prisoners   on  board, 

ship  Benson,  in  the   attempt  to 

reca])turc  the  vessel,        .         .     j 

Sep  1.  Action    Ijet.  Avon  and  the  "Wasp,! 

9.    Action  between  Privateer  Fortune' 

I     and  American  sam-Ijoats,       .     ' 

In  the  capture  of  the    Tigress  on! 

Lake  Huron,  .... 
In  the  battle  at  Hamdcn,   . 
jOf    the   British    squadron    in    the 

Chesapeake 

Action  on  Lake  Champlain, 

Of  the  crew  of  British  barque   in' 

St.  [Mary's  river, 
In  the  attack  on  Fort  Bowyer,    . 
In    the    action   between  boats   of 
British   Frigate    and    American 
Privaferi-,  Gen.  Armstrong,     . 
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4G5 


BRlTISil. 


1814. 


Brought  forwarr,       .  •     |^ 

Skirmisli  on  the  renobscot  river 
Oct.7J>Skin-nisli  near  Fort  Erie, 

11.  lAction  belweeu  boats  of  British^ 
i  frigate  and  American  privateer; 
I      Prince  of  iXeulchatei,    .  .     j 

12.  iln  the  attack  on  Baltimore,  .  | 
Action  between  bomb  vessel  Vol-; 

eano  and  American  pi-ivateer,  j 
Nov.  At  Long  Point,  Upper  Canada.  .  j 
Dec.  'Of  the    crews  of  4  British   shipsj 

taken  by  priv.  Kemp.    .  .     i 

4.     Of  the  crows  of  British  barsres  at 

Jekyl  Nkinfl,        .  .  .     | 

14.  Action   with   Amei'ican   gun-boats! 

in  Bay  of  St.  Louis,       .  .     j 

IG.    Action  "between  British  barge  and 

American   ship   at   Blackstone's 

IsKand 

24.  \Treati/  of  Pence,  signed  at  Glient. 
23,24.; In  battle  near  New  Orleans, 

iOf  the  crew  of  the  Camel  by  fire 
1815.  I     from  the  3Iilitia  at  Cape  Cod, 
Jan.  I 

1,  5.  |Near  New  Orleans, 
8.    IBattle  of  New  Orleans,     . 
9,20.  :Skirmishes  near  New  Orleans, 

15.  Action    between    Endymion    and 
I     President.  .      "      . 

Of  a  vessel    captured   near   Say- 
i     brook,        .... 
Feb.S  Action    between    ship    Star   and 
i     American  priv.  Kemp, 
17.  \Trr.alii  of  Peace  ralijied  at  Wash- 

j      inuton.       .... 
20.   'Action    between   the    Levant    and 
Constitution, 
Action  between  the  Cayenne  and 
Constitution, 
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KILLED    AND    WOl  N'DKD    IX    TIU:    VAR    OF    1812. 


1815, 

Feb. 
26. 


27. 


8-12. 
Mar. 


21. 
23. 


BRITISH. 

j         Brou;^-ht  forward, 
lAcfion  between  St.  Lav\Tenee  and' 
j     American  pnv.  ('hasseur,        .     { 
Action   between    ship   Star   and    I 

American  privuteer.      .  .     i 

■Of  a  vessel  near  James  Island  by| 
I     fire  froiTi  Militia.  .  .  '  j 

I'Action  between  packet  siiip  Prin-| 
j  cess  Elizabeth  and  American^ 
j     privateer,  .  ,  .     ' 

Skirmijih  in  the  Ba}'  of  St.  Louis,  ; 
lAt  Fort  "Bowycr,     .  .  .     | 

lAciion  between  brig  Barbadoes' 
I     and  American  privateer.  .     j 

Action  between  ship  Hannah  and 

American  privateer 
Action  between  Penguin  and  Hor 

net, 
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13 
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It  is  known  that  of  the  British, 

there  wcic  killed,     .         .         .  2,560 

"           Mounded,         .          .  5,349 

"          killed  and  wounded,  8,774 


RCCAPITULATION. 


AMERICAN. 


BRITISH. 


2,810  !  Killed, 

I 


Killed, 

Wounded.  .         .  4,427  '  \Youndpd. 
Total  Killed  and  I  Total  Killed  and 

Wounded,        .  7,738         Wounded, 


2,560 
5,349 

8,774 
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THE    FIRST    GOVERXOR 
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THEOPIIILUS    EATON. 


*'  No  character  in  the  annals  of  New  England,  (says  vSav- 
age,)  i"  of  purer  fame  than  that  of  Thkopiulus  Eatox,  ffov- 
ertior  o^  the  colony  of  A'ew  Haven,  from  its  settlement  to 
his  death,  by  twenty  annual  elections  ;  the  only  instance  of 
such  an  honor  ever  conferred.  Th-j,  his  talents  were  ade- 
quate to  the  station,  might  be  con'iJently  concludtnl,  from 
the  fact  of  his  prior  service,  several  years,  as  representative 
of  Charles  L,  to  the  court  of  Denm;?  rk  ;  and  the  long  admin- 
istration of  an  infant  state  withci  a  rival,  is  irrefra<i:ahle 
proof  of  his  prudence  and  virtue.  .Vll  the  original  writers 
of  our  history  are  abundant  in  his  ]iraise,  and  the  later  and 
more  judicious  inquirers  are  satisfied  with  their  evidence."*. 

Of  tlie  family  of  Governor  Eaton,  the  accounts  wiiich  have 
been  transmitted  to  us  are  meagre.  His  father  was  the 
Rev.  Pilchard  PJaton,  ^vho  was  born  in  15G3,  received  his 
education  at  Lincoln  college,  and  became  vicar  of  the  jjar- 
ish  of  Great  Budworth,  in  Cheshire.  He  afterwards  ni- 
moved  to  tStoiiy  Strati'ord,  where  he  was  lor  some  time 
pastor  of  a  church,  and  from  thence  he  removed  to  Coventry, 
where  he  died  in  the  pastoral  otiict;,  in  1G17,  at  the  aire  of 
54.  Mather  characterises  him  as  *'  a  faitalul  and  famous 
minister." 

Theopiiills  Eatox  was  born  in  the  year  1590,  at  Stony 
Stratford. t  He  was  placed  in  school  at  Coventry,  to  which 
town  his  father  had  removed,  and  there  the  young  pupil  be- 
came noted  for  proficiency  in  his  studies.     It  is  said  ol  him, 

*  Savage's  Winthrop,  i.  2CS. 

t  Stony  Stratford  is  a  market  town  on  the  river  Ouse,  in  the  Imndred  and 
deanery  of^Xewport,  county  of  Backinghatn,  some  50  nule:^  distant  from  Loudon, 
OQ  the  old  Roiuan  road,  called  Walling  street.     Lyson's  Dritaiuua. 
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also,  that  he  possessed  a  memory  so  tenaeious.  that  he  could 
n'pcat  whole  sernious  which  he  had  heard  at  church.*  'I'he 
f;it!ier  of  Mr.  J:^alon  observinii^  his  capacity,  de>;ired  that  he 
should  make  i)re]iaration  to  enter  upon  the  work  of  the 
ministry,  his  own  cherished  calling: :  but  the  son  had  adopted 
other  views,  and  ultimately  decided  to  qualify  himself  for 
conmicrcial  pursuits.  He  was  accordingly  apprenticed  to 
the  business  of  a  merchant.  After  the  accustomed  service, 
he  became  a  freeman  of  the  city  of  London,  and  engaged 
successfully  in  "the  east-country  trade,"  that  is.  the  tr-ade 
with  countries  on  the  shores  of  the  Ijalticf  Tlius  brief  are 
the  accounts  which  have  come  down  to  u«;.  of  the  early  life 
of  this  remarkable  man  ;  but  they  ai-e  sullicient  to  convey  a 
stronij  impression  of  his  character. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  abilities  of  Mr.  Eaton,  which 
had  been  rendered  conspicuous  by  his  successful  enter- 
prisers, attracted  the  attention  of  the  East  Land  C()mpa!iy.+ 
and  he  was  chosen  deputy-governor  of  that  corporation.  "  In 
carryinir  out  their  plans,  he  visited  the  northern  countries 
of  Europe.  He  succeeded  in  making  arrangements  mate- 
rially to  increase  the  trallic  of  the  company  with  the  ports 
oti  the  iJaltic  ;  and  became  so  well  known  for  his  cnerjry 
and  success,  that  he  was  shortly  afterwards  appointed  the 
agent  ot  Charles  1..  at  the  court  of  Denmark.  In  the  fashion 
ol'  the  times,  and  under  the  reign  of  a  Stuart,  there  was 
nothins:  incompatible  in  this  dou!)]e  employment  ;  and  it  is 
known  that  he  conducte  1  the  atTairs  of  his  two-told  agency 
in  su(di  a  manner  as  to  win  the  confidence  of  the  king,  and 
the  respect  of  the  sovereiirn  to  \\  hose  court  he  had  been  ac- 
credited. He  was  etjually  successful  in  promoting  the  in- 
terests ol"  the  2-reat  commercial  company  of  which  he  was 
the  rejiresentative.  liesuming  business  in  London,  after 
his  return  from  Copenhairen,  as  might  naturally  be  inferred, 
under  the  mo-t  favorable  circumstances,  ^Ir.  Eaton  was 
eminently  successful,  and  ]\Lather  says  of  him,  that  he 
•'spent  many  ye;irs.  a  merchant  ot  great  credit  and  fashion 
in  the  city  of  Lon<ion." 

*  Malh.T-s  M.i-n.  I.   ii.'jn.  •.,    .  ,,   ...         ,      . 

t  Knir^lcy-s  His-.  l>.sc.   11. 

{  A  coiiinurc.rii  c.-viiiiiany  in  London,  established  in  1579,  under  the  title  of 
tilt-  '•  CoiuiMiiy  of  Mfrcl;.u.l>  of  the  Eaf^t,"  siinil;ir  to  the  great  Ihinibiirnli  Com- 
pany, incoip  -rated  hy  Fv.hvnrd  [.,  in  13yi;,  and  the  oldest  iiadin;,'  estr.hlishmrnt 
in  ihe  ki'i_'il;ni.  The  Kci?ilnnJ  Coni|iiiiy  consisted  alone  of  nieichnniS  who  !iad 
tratncked  througii  tiie  Sound  i.eibie  JiCS,  into  Denmaik.,  Norvvay.  Sweden.  i!^c. 
It  was  conij  lained  of  as  a  monopoly,  and  its  privileges  were  curtailed  in  1C72  ; 
and  fince  th"  revoiuti>n  of  ICS'?,  it  hag  existed  only  in  name. 
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Mr.  Eaton  was  o  puritan  in  TaUb,  and  took  a  deep  in- 
terest in  the  emigrations  to  America,  which  marked  the 
beginning  ol"  the  se\enteen!.ii  century,  tie.  wars  ene  of  tlie 
patentees  of  ^lass-aeh'isetts,  aiid  one  of  t'le  n.a-istrates  op 
assistants,  chosen  in  IGCJ).  Jle  took  an  active  part  in  tlie 
proccedinLTS  of  the  company,  before  its  transfer  to  New- 
England,  and  contributed  hhrraliy  towards  ))ro\iding  the 
means  for  the  settlement  of  'lie  colony.  It  ha^  Ihth  sup- 
posed that  'Sir.  Eaton  had  no  o.-iginal  purpose  of  i;oing  to 
New  Enghmd  ;  but.  that  when  proceedings  under  the  act  of 
uidformity  became  so  oppressive  as  to  induce  Ids  beloved 
})astor  and  particular  friend;  ^.Ir.  Davenport,'"  to  rerii-e  into 
Holland,  and  afterwards  prepare  for  emigration  to  America, 
he  determined  to  throve  up  his  pursuits  and  prospects  in 
England,  aiid  accompany  iiis  friend  to  the  shores  of  the  new 
world.  Ot  their  preliminary  arrangements,  unfortunately, 
no  account  hc.«  t'cen  prp':prved.  such  as  marks  the  projrress. 
step  by  step,  of  the  pioneers  of  New  Plymouth  and  ?>iassa- 

*  Rev.  John  DavenT'^rt  -.vns  bom  in  Coventry,  in  ir)97.  At  the  ncre  of  four- 
teen lie  enteied  ^Iirion  College,  then  i.i  .Mr'£:d;ilen  Hall,  Oxford,  and  before  he 
vvn.s  twenty,  entered  upon  the  duties  cf  a  preacher,  first  as  domestic  th;iplaiii  at 
Hilton  Casile,  near  Durham,  and  afterwards  as  vicar  of  St.  Stephen.',  in  Cole- 
man street,  London.  In  lfi35  he  received  his  degree  as  bachelor  of  divinity. 
By  great  application  to  study  he  had  become,  distingiiithed  as  a  scholar,  and  as  a 
preacher,  he  held  il'.e  first  rank.  Becoiiuni:  a  conseiei.tious  iion-conformi.-t,  hi; 
was  obliged  to  retire  into  Ho]Ir.nd  in  1G33,  to  escape  the  pers^-cuiion  of  Arch- 
bishop Laud.  At  Amsterdam  he  becanu'  coi'eague  pastor  of  the  English  Church 
in  that  ciiy,  but  resisting  the  promiscuous  baptism  of  children,  then  practiseil  in 
Holland,  he  was  compelled  to  v.iihdraw  from  the  church,  and  in  iG.'iG  he  returned 
to  London.  Here,  joining  the  company  of  his  friend,  Thcophilus  Eaujn,  he 
prepared  for  einirrration  to  .America.  He  became  the  ininister  an.d  spiritual 
guide  of  the  people  of  New  Haven,  on  the  establishment  of  the  colony,  and  re- 
mained with  them  until  after  his  cherished  colony  had  been  nier^'cd  in  thrrt  of 
Conneciii-ut.  In  April,  ItJGS,  just  tiinty  years  after  the  comnuiieement  of  his 
ministry  ai  New  Haven,  lie  accepted  the  invi'ation  cf  the  first  chuicli  in  l?ostoii, 
to  succeed  the  Rev.  I\Ir.  Wilson,  who  had  deceased.  But  liis  labors  there  were 
of  short  dnratinn.  He  died  su.idonly,  of  apople.xy,  15ih  i\Larch,  KJTO,  at  the  ajrc 
of  72,  and  was  buried  in  the  tomb  of  his  friend  Cotton.  Ample  accouni~  of  liris 
excellent  diunc  are  contained  in  Professor  King.iley's  and  Dr.  Bacon's  Historical 
Discourses.  • 

Several  of  the  descendants  of  I\Ir.  Davenport  became  distini^uished  ns  cler^y- 
nieu  in  Coiinecticui  and  New  York.  lion.  Abraham  Davenjiort,  of  ^lamlord, 
was  disiinnuished  lor  his  vigorous  understanding,  intesrrity,  and  firmness.  Dr. 
Dwight  rehires  the  fuiioiving  anecdote  :  "  On  the  Hhh  May,  17^0,  (the  memo- 
rable dark  day.)  i!:e  legislature  was  in  'lession  at  Hartford.  A  very  general 
opinion  prevailed,  mat  the  day  of  judament  was  at  hand.  The  hojse  of  rep.re- 
srniarives  being  uri.-.ble  to  transact  business,  adjourned.  A  pror.osal  to  adj-mm 
the  cii:;icil  was  under  consid.\-aiicn  ;  v.  hen  the  opinion  oi  Col.  Davenport  was 
a:!ked,  he  answered,  "I  am  against  an  adjournment.  'I'he  day  ol  jud;;r!;ent  is 
oirher  irpproaching.  or  it  is  not.  If  it  is  not,  there  is  no  cau^e  of  adjoiirnment ; 
if  it  is,  1  choo'ie  to  be  fjjund  dolnj  my  duty.  I  v.ish,  tlrerelV're,  that  nvtillfs  may 
b*"  brou'^ht."' 
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chusetis  Bay.  We  knovv,  however,  that  the  new  adven- 
turers vrere  chief])^  Londoners,  men  wlio  had  lor  the  most 
part  hcan  erigaj,^.(!  iu  corninrreo.  Yv'e  may  su[)j)ose  that 
the  flait^ring  accounts  sent  Iiomo  by  the  earlier  coIoiisLs  had 
albo  excited  in  the  minus  of  iliese  cd-.'cnturer.s  the  hopes  of 
establishing  themselves  sucoessfuUy  in  the  pursuits  of  com- 
merce iu  the  new  world.  The  company  embarked  in  two 
ships,  taking?  with  them  a  number  of  servants,  and  a  larire 
amount  of  property.  They  arrived  at  Boston,  2G  June, 
1G37,*  Vihere  they  met  a  jnost  heariy  welcome  from  their 
brethren  who  had  gone  before  them. 

Mr.  Eaton,  and  tl^ose  who  catne  witli.  him,  were  men  of 
consideration,  of  high  endowments,  moral  and  intellectual ; 
and  ihey  \yere,  moreover,  the  most  oiralcnt  company  which 
had  come  inio  iKew  England.  Hubbard  speaks  of  them  as 
"men  of  ^reat  est-Jes,  notably  well  versed  in  trading-  and 
merchandising."  Under  these  circumstances,  the  people  of 
the  jdanlations  already  estab]isi;ed  were  naturally  desirous 
to  olier  s>!ch  terms  a^  should  be  acceptable  to  the'newemi- 
frrants.  They  were  oi'ered  lands  at  Nevv-  Plymouth.  In 
INIassacbusetts,  great  pains  were  taken  by  individuals,  by 
towns,' and  even  ].>y  tl:e  general  court,  to  induce  them  to  re- 
main in  that  colon}-.  V.'inthrop  says,  that  '•  all  possible 
means  had  been  used  to  accommodate  them  ;  Charlestown 
oifercd  them  largely;  Nev*^bury  their  whole  town,  and  the 
f-Murt  any  phice  which  was  free."  But  they  had  other  pur- 
poses, and  were  res'n-ved  for  another  destiny.  Tliey  had 
already  written  to  their  friends  at  Hartfoi-d  to*^  purchase  for 
their  use  ample  ierritory  Irom  the  natives,  further  south, 
tov>  art's  the  Hudson.  The  .military  expedition  against  the 
I't'tjuots  in  IGou,  had  opened  to  the  notice  of  the  colonists 
the  iiu'-  tracts  along;  the  sliore,  from  Saybrook  to  Fairfield, 
ai)part;itly  fruitful,  and  happily  sitiiatedrfor  navigation  and 
commerc.  Stoughton  and  Underbill,  returning' liom  the 
contiucsl,  l;oth  bore  testimony  to  the  bc'txuty  of  the  country, 
and  urged  their  friends  to  'take  possession  of  it.  '^  The 
Dutch  will  seize  il,"  says  Stoughton,  "  if  the  Emrlish  do  not ; 
and  it  is  too  good  for  any  but  friends.''t  Underbill  spoke  in 
praise  oi^  "the  lamous  place  called  Queenapiok,"  as  having- 
"a  fair  liver,  lit  for  harboring  of  ships."  and  bordered  bv 
*'  rich  and  goodly  meadows."  The  accuracy  of  the  infor- 
mation thus  obt.Taied,  I\Ir.  Ea'.on  determined  to  test  by  pcr- 

*  Kingsley  savs  June  3d. 
t  Huiciiiucon's  Toll   C2 
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sonal  observation,  and  in  tl't-  fall  of  1037,  in  company  with 
a  few  friends,  he  made  a  jonriipy  of  exploration  to  >!ie  lands 
and  harbors  on  the  sound.  Tl,;^  fine  bny  ol'  Quinnipiack 
attracted  their  attention,  and  they  decided  to  iix  upon  it.  as 
the  phice  of  their  settlement.  '•  being  much  taken  with  the 
fruitfulness  of  that  place,  iiiid^  more  safety,  as  they  con- 
ceived, from  the  danger  of  a,  {^'eneral  governor."*  They 
erected  a  poor  hut  upon  the  future  site  ol  N'.-v/  Haven,  and 
here  a  few  men  subsisted  through  the  wintcr.j 

The  new  emigrants,  although  they  Iiad  decided  to  decline 
the  oflers  of  ]\Jassachusetts,  were  not  insensible  ;o  the  lib- 
eral intention  oi  the  people  of  tb.at  colony;  end  in  a  letter 
giving  their  reasons  lor  preferring  to  be  the  founders  of  a 
new  plantation,  they  pledged  to  ihem  their  future  friend- 
ship, and  their  resolution  "  to  be  any  way  instrumental  and 
serviceable  for  the  common_good  of  th.-\5e  plantations  as 
well  as  of  those,  which  the  Divine  Providence  hath  com- 
bined together  ill  as  strong  a  bond  of  brotherly  aitection,  by 
the  sameness  of  their  condition,  as  Joab  and  Abishai  were, 
whose  several  armies'  did  mutually  strengthen  tnem  both 
against  several  enemies,  II  fc'am.  x.  9,  10,  Jl,  or  rather  they 
are  joined  together,  as  llippocrates  his  twins,  to  stind  and 
fall,  to  grow  and  decay,  to  flourish  and  wither,  to  live  and 
die  together.'"T 

■'  jMr,  Eaton  arrived  in  New  England  at  a  foitunate  period. 
The  last  victory  over  a  vrariike  tribe  of  Indians,  wl)o  had 
threatened  the  destruction  of  the  settlements  on  the  Con- 
necticut, had  been  won,  and  the  Pequot  nation  had  ceased  to 
exist. §  The  design  of  planting  a  new  colony  south  of  that  of 
Connecticut,  therefore,  seemed  to  open  under  favcrable  cir- 
cumstances.    It  Vv"as  fortunate,  also,  for  ihe  elder  t;olony  on 

»  Sav.  Wiiuhrop,  i.  253. 

t  Tliis  hut  stood  upon  whit  is  r.ow  the  corner  of  Clnirch  mid  ?iIer.c!ow  streets,  ■ 
in  New  Haven.  Seven  men  were  left  !-y  ."Mr.  Eatoii ;  one  ol"  who;.:  d.i-d  during 
the  winter.  Joshua  Atvater,  a  gentlemen  of  liistiiiction  and  opuleii:^,  was  one  of 
the  seven.  The  names  of  four  others  were  Francis  Brown,  .Tohn  B  -acher,  llob- 
ert  Pisrg,  and  Thomas  ilo-^u.  lu  1750,  w!  ile  digging  the  cellar  for  a  house  on 
the  corner  of  Meadow  and  George  streets,  roinnins,  supposed  to  be  tiio.-e  of  the 
Englishman  who  died, as  above  mentioned,  in  1G37,  were  discovered.  Lainhert's 
New  Haven,  4-2.     Dana's  Cent.  Sermon,  45. 

t  Sav.  Winthrop,  i.  -105.  The  letter  is  dated  12  March,  1G3D,  ond  sir^ned  by 
Eaton  and  Davenporte. 

§  It  has,  in  no  very  !;ind  spirit,  perhaps,  been  said  of  the  ciplon'sts,  in  reference 
to  this  event,  that  tb.e  txamj  !e  of  liie  Jews,  dispossessin;:;  and  slaym:;  the  Canaan- 
iies,  may  have  settled  all  do;ib;s  respecting  their  ri^ht  to  destroy  th"  Indians,  or 
sell  them  into  slavery,  on  th?  ground  that  '•  the  eartn  is  tli-  Lord's,"  and  the 
promise,  that  "  the  f:aints  shall  inherit  the  e.Trth." — Lambert,  -70. 
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the  rivt;r,  that  the  n;\v  eiiiitrriints  hud  arrived,  for  they  were 
f(enera!ly  men  ot  substanc';,  ot  o.  liberal  and  christian  spirit. 
Tli''V  ■^vere  ror.dy  to  a!d  tin-  rdantfrs  of  Windsor,  Jlarllb'*! 
and'Weathcrsneid,  who  had  b.-M  a  ^.reatly  irnpoverislied  by 
the  war,  atid  who  duTing  the  winter  of  uacommou  severity 
which  followed,  were  actually  menaced  with  .starvation.* 
A  successful  negotinriou  with  the  Indians  of  Pocomtock, 
[Deerfifdd,]  which  secured  a  supply  ot  corn — averted  the 
danirer.t 

It  Vv'ili  be  perceived,  that  one  of  the  ])rincipal  reasons  as- 
sic;ned  l)y  the  colnni?t.N  for  a  reniovf  1  to  Connecticut,  was 
the  idea  that  they  would  be  more  out  of  the  way  and  ex- 
empt from  the  interference  of  a  ^^overnor  'z;eneral,  who 
was  at  this  time  expec'ed.  and  was  an  object  of  general 
apprehension,  in  al!  the'  New  Eniiiand  plantations.  "Wiiat 
foui'.'lafion  there  v.-'js  for  the  hope,  by  such  removal,  of 
.securing'  exemption  trom  the  control  of  a  governor  gpn^'f;il, 
liad  o!ii'  been  ser-.t,  does  not  appear.  The  spirit  of  jjcrsccu- 
lion  which  could  follow  them  across  the  ocean,  might  cer- 
tainly reach  them  in  a  wilderness  even  more  remote  than 
Quiniii])iaek.J  It  is  not  impossible,  that  among  the  motives 
which  inlluenced  tlie  principal  mer.  a  spark  of  ambition 
may  have  been  concealed,  animating  their  high  resolves  to 
become  the  founders  of  a  state,  and  to  control  its  govern- 
ment, alter  shaping  it  to  a  model  agreeable  to  tlieir  own 
ideas  of  a  perfect  commonwealth.  They  would  very  na- 
turally, also,  seek  to  avoid  anydifHculty  growing  out  of  the 
bitt(>r  antinomian  controversy,  which  then  raged  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  Mhieh  ^Ir.  Daveu]  ort,  on  his  arrival,  had 
earnestly,  but  inelfectually,  exerted  himself  to  reconcile. 
Failin:.';  lolind  a  remedy  for  '"the  spiritual  disease,"  which  had 
broken  out  in  Massachusetts,  they  may  have  sought  srreatcr 
sal'ety  in  bciny-  as  far  removed  as  possible  from  its  influence. 

l>r.  ]>acon  hris  suggested  another  high  pur])ose  as  ])ossi- 
bly  influencing  the  cour.-;e  of  Mr.  Eaton  and  his  associates 
at  this  period — the  bold  thouu-lit  of  asserting,  if  it  sliould  be 
necessary,  an  ai)Solute  iude])endeiice  of  the  English  crown! 
He  wlio  reads  their  records,  will  lind  nothing  to  contradict 
sucli  an  hypotlu  sis.§ 

*  Wi.ithrop  notices  the  uncoiimioii  severity  of  the  winter  of  1G37,  ami  snys  the 
snow  laiJ  deep  from  -Uh  of  Nov.  !0'J3'i  of  3Iarc!i. 

t  iSIason  say?,  fifty  canoi's  latteii  with  cnrn  were  n-coived  at  otie  time. 

t"  My  arm  shall  reacli  iiiiii  eveti  there" — was  the  threat  of  ArclibLshop  Lauii 
when  ho  heard  of  Davenport's  retreat  to  America. 

§  Cacun's  Hist.  Disc.  bti. 
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Mr.  Entna  and  his  companions  sailed  from  Boston  on  the 
SOth  of  Mar.-h.  !n3S:  and  their  two  or  three  lilthi  vessels, 
freighted  with  an  entire  colony,  were  hrouudit  sal'ely  to  their 
moorinq:s  in  the  hav  of  Quinnipiack,  on  the  14lh  ot'  April  ; 
their  passai:;*'  haviiiir  l^een  thus  pi-otracted  through  th^ir  in- 
di<peas:i!)l(-  en  in  ion  in  sailing  along  the  coast.  'IMie  day 
foliowinii-.  h  'in--  the  lirst  Sal):)ath  after  theii'  arrival,  they 
devote.'  to  v.'orship.  Fi"om  tlieir  vessels  and  their  tents, 
tliey  gathei^d  ihi^m-elves  toucther  under  the  s[)ieading 
brandies  of  a  larae  oak.*  reverently  listening  to  the  exhor- 
tations, andjoininu-  in  the  prayers  of  their  beloved  jiastor, 
Mr.  Davenport,  lie  preached  on  this  occasion  from  Mat- 
thew iii.  I, — ''In  those  days  came  John  the  Baptist,  i)reach- 
ing  in  the  wihU-mess  of  .ludea."t  On  that  day,  for  the  lirst 
time,  the  wild  woods  of  Quinnii)iaek  ran^-  with  the  notes  of 
christian  liymns  and  exhortation-',  wh<M-e  for  a'iTs  had  echoed 
only  t'ae  ^r a r-so ':.'-•  of  tl;e  s-'vp^p.  The  foundations  ol  the 
colony  vere  laid  in  ju-ace.  ;ind  the  blessings  ot  Heaven 
were  invoked  ufion  their  und'Ttaking. 

Looking  forward  to  the  e-tabllshment  of  a  great  and 
prosperous  community,  the  colonists  immediately  sat  al)out 
making  the  purchases,  and  entering  into  the  treaties,  necc^s- 
sary  to  give  it  stability.  They  recognized  the  Indian  title 
to  the  soil,  and  tlie  n'-ces-ity  aiid  justice  of  acquirinir  it  by 
fair  and  opi-a  {.nrchase  of  its  original  possessors.  In  No- 
vember, they  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  chief  of 
the  nativ-(>  tribe  dwdlina-  at  Quiiinlpiack  tor  the  plain  west 
of  the  river.J  In  December,  they  made  another  purchase 
of  a  lame  traet,  lying  principally  north  of  the  other,  extend- 
ing eiLrli*^  mih^s  fast  of  the  river  Quiimipiack,  and  live  miles 
west  of  it  towards  the  Hudson;  and  it  has  bc<'n  asserted 
that  all  the  lairN  of  Xev/  Haven  colotiy  were  obtained  by 
equitabh^  ])nrcliase,  of  the  native^.§     Adopting  the  policy  of 


*  This  tree  stocul  near  the  present  corner  of  Georce  and  College  streets,  New 
flavcn,  a;ul  is  said  to  h-ivc  been  stanuiaga?  late  as  177(3. 

+  The  historians  disnijroe  as  to  the  text  used  on  tins  occasion  ;  but  t!i.'  "  family 
records  expressly  ^ay  that  the  .selected  text  of  this  puritan  divine  was  .Matt.  in. 
I."— MS.  Letter  Jiev.  Isaac  Junes,  Litchjldd,  Conn. 

t  A  small  trilie  of  Luliaiis,  called  Quinnipiacks,  at  this  time  resided  heie;  liu-y 
had  a  fort  at  a  place  since  known  as  Indian,  or  Beacon  Hill,  in  Kast  Haven,  and 
a  burial  place  near.  After  the  coining  of  the  whites,  their  nmnbcr.-i  rapidly 
diniinishfl,  and  the  tribe  h.ss  lung  si. ice  been  e.xtiiict.  Tin-  lr.-,'Ji:iiiii  i.s,  ihat 
Charles,  the  last  chief  of  il!-?  Quinnipiacks,  w.)S  I'rozeii  to  ueuih  i:.  ar  liir  ruins  of 
his  wigwam. 

ij  These  purchases  coinprflien^ied  all  the  la nd.i  within  the  aiirienr.  litnii.i  of 
New  Haven,  Branlord,  and  Wailingiord,  and  now  form    the  whole  or  principal 
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William  Fcnn,  those  C'>j!-.>nists  rjeimitfod  no  land^  to  be 
purchased  of  the  Indian:--,  o\<;c|^t  on  account  of  the  ^ovcrn- 
nirnt,  or  hy  oer.7;i.-s;oii  oi'  tlu-  /^lagi.sfmtes,  and  all  cviivpy- 
ai)ce.^  As'eiv  rt^corded.  nnd  mnw  to  pnbiic  inspection.* 

Ncnr  the  bny  of  Qninr.ipiiick,  the  ,sctt!ris  laid  out  their 
low  ti  in  sqii.'.res,  on  tlie  plan  of  a  spacious  city,  aiid  iii 
1G40,  gave  to  it  th;'  iian)C  of  IVew  Haven.  For  more  than 
a  yej;r  aflev  coninuncing'  tiieir  sotilcnienl.  tliey  continued 
without  aiy  otht'i  conL-titKtlou  than  their  Plantullon  Cove- 
nanl.  In  ihis  siiTiple  instrnm-'nt,  le^s  ibrmal  even  than  the 
celebrated  co:)ii^nct  ol  the  IMyniOUlli  piliirinis,  they  had  so- 
lemnly engiigcd,  i!ia^,  in  their  civil  as  v.(di  n.s  in  their  reli- 
gions e(Uioern>',  "they  would  all  of  them  be  ordered  by  the 
rules  which  ti\e  Sc'-ii'tnrrs  do  hold  l(;rt!i."  N(Hne  of  the  first 
settlers  of  IVen-  Hav-u  \Ati<'  jiillenarians,  or  b(dievers  that 
the  second  condng  of  Chri.si  Mil!  precede  the  milleniurn, 
and  thrit  there  will  br>  o  ]i^er^)  ve'^rnrrpctinn  of  the  saints, 
who  will  rei-n  vvith  Cln-ist  on  earth  a  thousand  years.  This 
was  a  jircvaient  belif  f  for  a  long  time  at'terwards  in  New 
England.  It  has  been  said  that  some  of  the  more  enthu- 
siastic indidged  the  fond  illusion  thatlhey  were  the  ]>recur- 
sors  of  Christ's  rnilhndal  kingdom,  which  was  to  extend 
from  sea  to  sea,  and  that  the  city,  whose  foundations  they 
liad  htid.  would  become  the  seat  of  cm.pire  ! 

The  time  had  now  arrived  when  it  was  necessary  to  j)ro- 
cced  to  the  establishment  of  a  form  of  government  for  the 
new  coR-ny.  Accordingly  all  the  free  planters  of  Quinni- 
piack  assembled  in  convention  for  tliat  purpose  on  the  4th 
of  June,  1039.  The  place  of  their  meeting  was  a  large 
barn,  which  had  been  erected  by  ]Mr.  Ilobert  A'ewman.f 
lit'  ;;cted  as  scribe  on  the  occasion.  The  ceremonies  were 
iuipo'-inir.  I'he  Uev.  I\lr.  Davenport  adchrssed  the  people 
from  the  words  of  the  royal  preacher,  "  N\'isdom  hath  budd- 
ed her  house,  she  hath  hewn  out  her  sevex  imli.ars."  His 
de.-ign  was  to  show.j  that  the  church,  the  house  of  God, 
should  be  formed  of  seven  pillars,  or  principal  brethren,  to 
whom  all  the  other  mend)ers  of  the  church  should  be  ga- 
thered.   After  a  solemn  invocation  of  the  Divine  ^Majesty, 


parts  J  the  tov.ns  of  East  Ilrivon,  Noiiii  Haven.  UaniJen,  Chesliire,  MeiiJon, 
North  Branforil,  B'*tli;iiiy,  Wuoiiuri.lge  and  Oraiiirc.      Lambert,  46. 

*  King.«^!ey,  :i2"J,  S:3. 

t  Bacon  (Hint.  Di:-c.,21,)  say-,  Mr.  Newman's  ham  was  puiiiewii-Te  on  the 
grounil  now  occupied  l-.'  the  dwelling  ot  Prot'.  Kiuijsiey  and  [the  lute]  Dr. 
Wetjsier. 

J  We  follow  the  account  given  by  Trumbull. 
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he  proceeded  to  represent  to  the  planters,  that  they  were 
met  to  consult  respecting  the  settlement  of  the  civil  govern- 
ment according  to  the  w  Hi  o;'  Cod,  and  I'or  the  nomination 
of  persons,  who,  hv  universal  consent,  were,  in  all  respects, 
best  qualilied  lor  the  loundation  work  of  a  eliir.-cli.  lie  en- 
larged upon  the  great  importance  and  s(jlo:.!uity  of  the 
transactions  before  thqm,  and  desired,  thai  no  man  w  ould 
give  his  voice,  in  any  mcilter,  until  lie  fully  understood  it  : 
and  that  all  v.ould  act,  without  r(S')ert  to  any  man.  but 
give  their  vote  in  the  fear  of  God.  Altrr  due  deliberati"n. 
resolutions  were  pa-sed  adopting  the  following  articles  as 
the  basis  of  their  government: 

1.  That  the  scriptures  hold  IbrLli  a  ])erfi'Ct  rule  lor  the 
direction  and  goveriunent  of  all  men  iu  all  duties  which 
they  are  to  perform  to  God  and  mr,'U.  as  weil  in  iamilies  and 
comnionweakh,  ;is  in  matbis  of  tlie  cliurch. 

2.  That  as  in  matters  A\hich  concerned  the  gathering  and 
ordering  of  a  church,  so  likewis'^  in  all  public  o/iices  which 
concern  civil  order,  as  the  eiioice  o\'  magistrates  and  officers, 
making  and  repealing  laws,  dividing  allotments  of  ini.cri- 
tance,  and  ail  thin^ns  of  like  uafure,  they  would  all  be  go- 
verned by  those  rules,  which  the  scripture  held  iorth  to 
them. 

S.  That  all  those  who  had  desired  to  be  received  as  free 
planters,  had  setth-d  in  the  plantation,  with  a  pur|)ose,  reso- 
lution and  desire,  that  they  nught  be  udnfitted  into  church 
fellowship  according  to  Christ. 

4.  Tliat  all  lhr>  free  planters  held  themselves  bound  to 
establish  such  civil  ord<T  as  might  best  conduce  to  the  se- 
curing of  the  purity  and  peace  of  the  ordinance  to  them- 
selves and  their  posterity  according  to  Go:\. 

f).  That  church  members  only  should  be  free  bur2:esscs  ; 
and  that  they  only  should  choose  magistrates  among 
themselves,  to  have  power  of  transacting  all  the  ]jublic  ci- 
vil allairs  of  the  plantation:  of  making  and  repealing  laws, 
dividing  iidieritances,  d<:ciding  ol"  differences  that  may  arise, 
and  dtnng  all  things  and  businesses  of  like  nature. 

G.  That  tu-elve  men  should  be  chosen,  that  their  lirnes.^ 
for  the  loundation  work  nuuht  be  tried,  and  that  it  should 
be  in  the  power  of  ihose  twelve  men  to  choose  seven  !o  l;e- 
gin  the  church. 

Tiiesc  iiropositioiLb  were  severally  adopted  InioiL  without 
disseiU.iKi  objection  be;;):;  made  durim;-  the  discussion  Nvhieh 
arose  in  the  assembly,  except  by  iSanund  Ea.ton.ihe  brother 
of  Theophilus  Eaton,     lie  (leeiari'd,  that  whih;  he  as.sfn„(  d 
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to  the  proposition  that  "the  masistrates  shouM  bo  nipu 
fearing-  God,"  and  that  "the  church  is  ordinarily  tho  cornfia- 
ny  \v.honc(!  such  men  may  b(<  expected."  he  o!.j<M-ted  to  th(^ 
test  of  church  member.-hip  required  of  the  \  eti  is.  on  the 
ground  that  "  the  free  phtnters  ousht;  not  to  si;i-render  this 
power  out  of  tlieir  hands."  He  was  evidcntlv  in  advfince 
of  his  ag(\  and  when  replied  to  by  the  labored  ;ir,2:uments 
of  his  brother  and  i\Ir.  Davenport,  he  found  so  little  sup- 
port, that  he.  withdrew  his  dissent,  '•  becausi^  he  would  not 
hinder  what  they  had  agreed  U])on."  The  fundamental 
principle  was  thus  adopted,  and  subscribed  to  by  sixty-three 
persons,  (all  who  were  then  present.) — "that  eliureh  nieni- 
bers  only  should  be  free  burgesses,  and  that  thev  only  should 
choose  the  magistrates,  to  have  power  of  conducting  the 
civil  aifairs  ot  the  plantation.'' 

After  the  adoption  of  these  esscntinl  provisions,  which 
settled  the  '-iKirricter  of  the  embryo  commor.v.  ealth,  their 
next  step  was  to  proceed  to  the  oi-ganization  of  the  civil  go- 
vernment.   The  method  was  as  follows  : 

The  little  town  of  New  Haven,  which  hnd  then  soiiie  two 
hundred  inhabitants,'^  was  divided  into  districts:  each  dis- 
trict self?cted  one  whom  thc'y  judged  best  qualified  to  be 
one  of  the  church  ;  the  indiviiluals  thus  named  in  the  dis- 
tricts, assembling  togeth-r,  and  reducing  their  number  to 
twelve,  were  to  select  from  the  twelve  the  seven  persons  to 
be  the  ''pillars,''  or  members  of  the  original  church.  IMect- 
iiig  for  this  ])urpose,  on  the  2-2d  August,  lO.^O.  Theophilus 
Eaton,  John  13aven[iort.  Robert  Newman,  Ma<t!iew  Gilijcrt, 
1  homas  Fugill,  John  Pundrrson.  and  Jei-(Miiy  Dixon,  were 
thus  chosen  to  constitute  the  church.  They  met  on  the  Soth 
of  October  following;  and  liaving  admitted  into  their  bodv, 
and  to  the  privileges  of  citizenship,  all  who  were  judged 
qualified  to  become  members  of  the  church,  they  proceeded 
to  the  election  ol  civil  oOicei's.  The  jiosscssion  of  property 
was  not  necessary  to  -constitute  a  voter;  character,  as  de- 
vfdojied  i!i  ehurcli-membership  being  the  only  requisite  qual- 
ification of  nn  elector. 

On  ])rocee{ling  to  the  election.  Mr.  Theophilus  Eaton  re- 
ceived the  united  sulfrases  of  the  freemen  for  the  ofiice  of 
governor,  rmd  with  him  \vere  joined  tonr  rn;;:j.istrates,  or 
(lopuiif-,  wiili  a  publi'.'  iK;tary  and  mar.-h.al — these  se^^eral 
otiiL-ers  constituting,  ii;r  tiie  time   i;eing,  the  entire  civil  go- 
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vernment  of  the  ccloii}.  To  piovidc  for  i'luure  elt'ction?,  it 
was  decr.^ed,  thnt  the/e  .should  b:  ":r  {reTierai  court  held  an- 
nually in  Oc(i.«bev,  ar.  \\i)icb  all  i:h<:;  ollicris  of  tho  colony 
should  be  ohostn  ;  and  it  was  furthci-  decreed  *' that  I  he 
Word  of  Gon  should  be,  the  only  rule  lor  or.lrriiiir  the  ailairs 
of  iL'-overnnicnt  in  the  commonwealth."*  "  Tliu.'^.  .\e\v  Haven 
mad(^  the  Ijible  its  ^:atute- book,  andtlie  elect  its  i'reenieii."f 

This  was  the  first  organization  of  civil  uoveraui' nt  in  the 
colony  of  New  IJaven,  The  proceedincrs  are  remarkable 
for  their  simplleily.  The  iiflh  article  ol"  this  Constil  iition, 
which  limits  tiie  riiiiit  of  voting,  and  of  holding  i;ijblic  oliice, 
to  church  memb',.f.s,  was  a  test  not  reijuired  in  the  elder 
colony  of  Conr.ecticut,  and  it  met  with  sonic  opposition,  as 
lias  already  been  mentioned,  from  the  Kev.  Sauiuel  ]:]aton, 
brotlier  of  the  Governor,  but  the  objections  were  iinally 
withdrawn,  and  '"it  was  adopted  with  one  consent."  It 
was  obviously  a  favorite  measure  with  Gov.  Eaton  and 
Mr.  Davenpoi-t.  The  same  rer'ubtion  had  bid'ore  been 
adopted  in  ^Massaclmsetts :  and  it  was,  in  fact,  sim|)ly 
adopting  the  principle  of  llio  English  law,  repealed  witliin 
a  few  years  only,  by  wiu'ch,  receiving  the  sacrament  in  the 
Established  Church,  was  a  necessary  qualification  to  hold- 
ing any  office  under  Government.^  it  Avas,  in  fact,  only 
carrying  out  a  principle,  at  this  very  hour  in  tbrce  in  some 
of  the  States,  which  declares  those  who  are  not  of  tlie 
protestant  religion  ineligible  to  public  olHce  § 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  laws  wei-e  enacted  by  the 
authorities  of  New  Haven,  until  the  colony  had  been  en- 
larged by  the  admission  of  other  towns.  In  the  course  of 
five  years,  settlements  had  been  made  at  Milford.  Guillbrd, 
Branford  and  Stamford,  and  at  Soulhhold  on  Lunu  Island. 
These  towns,  though  at  first  exercising  each  a  bepnrate 
government,  tlie  two  first  strictly  after  the  model  of  New 
Ilaven,  were  Iinally  united  with  the  lattci'  undei-  o:n'  juris- 
diction. In  in43,  the  New  Haven  records  show  the  govern- 
ment of  the  colony  to  have  been  I'ully  organized.  Courts 
were  established,  and  the  mode  of  (decting  the  depuiics.  and 
magistrates,  or  assistants,  and  their  powers,  were  delined. 
The  general  court  of  the  colony  consisted  of  two  bi-a,nches, 
])oth  chosen  by  the  pi  ople.  One,  the  representatives  or  de- 
puties of  the  towns,  elected  twice  a  year;  thr  other,  the 
magistrates,  consisting  of  the  governor,  dej)uty  governor, 

'  Truu.l.iiil,  i.  10-1—107.  t  r.ariciort.  i.  -Kl 4. 

i   Kingsley,  25.  §  i^ee  Ait.  14,  Fart  If.  Cnii-t.  NT.  II. 
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and  assistants,  or  ma^-lstratos  from  each  town  chosen  an- 
nually. 'I'lie  concurnnice  of  those  two  bodies  made  a  puli- 
lic  act  or  law.  The  supreme  administration,  both  civil 
and  military,  was  with  the  governor  and  de])uty  srovernor  ; 
the  judiciary,  with  the  governor  and  magistrates.  The 
governor  ]))'esided  in  all  courts,  fi'om  the  j2,-eneral  court  for 
the  Jurisdiction  down  to  the  town-meetin2:  for  New  Haven.* 
"The  course  of  legal  proceedings,"  says  Kingsley,  "was 
peculiar;  especially  as  the  courts  conducted  all  trials  witli- 
outajury.  Wc  are  told  by  llubbiird,  that  this  exclusion 
of  juries  was  a  measure  urircd  by  Gov.  Eaton.  It  is  pro- 
bable that  this  gentleman,  during  his  residence  in  the  north 
of  Europe,  where  the  institution  of  juries  is  unknown, 
formed  a  favorable  o])inion  oC  the''  courts  of  those  countries, 
and  wished  to  conlbrm  the  courts  of  the  new  .•-ettlement  to 
his  favorite  modid.  Legal  proceedings  were  almost  entire- 
ly Wro  Irom  forms  and  technir'nlities ;  the  partins  told  their 
own  stories,  with  very  little  check  from  the  court;  intro- 
duced sucli  evidence  for  the  most  part,  as  they  pleased  ;  ar- 
gued with  the  judges;  and  decisions  were  given  according 
to  what  appeared  to  be  the  equity  of  the  case."! 

In  April,  IGll,  the  following  act  was  passed  by  the  gen- 
eral court,  for  the  government  of  the  jurisdiction  : 

"  It  is  ordered  that  the  Judicial  La^es  of  God  as  they  were 
delivered  by  iMoses,  ande  as  they  are  a  fence  to  the  morall 
lawes.  being  neither  typieall  nor  cercmoniall,  nor  had  any 
reference  to  Canaan,  shall  Ix;  accounted  of  moial  ecjuity, 
ande  generally  binde  all  olienders,  ande  be  a  rule  to  all 
tlie  courts  ui  this  jurisdiction  in  their  proceedings  against 
olienders  till  they  be  branched  out  into  pai'licuiars  here- 
altrr." 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  ?>fosaic  law  was  the  oidy  code 
reco-rnized  in  the  early  ])eriods  of  the  colony.  Eleven  vears 
al'lerwards.  in  1G.55,  the  [)lantations  finding  it  necessar\- 
that  the  laws  of  Moses  should  '•  be  branched  out  into  par- 
ticulars," to  render  them  nioie  ap{)lieabl(>  to  their  condition, 
the  general  court  requested  Goveinrir  Eaton  to  pre])are  a 
code  of  laws  tor  the  jurisdiction.  For  his  assistance  in  its 
comjiilation,  h<'  m  as  directed  to  consult  the  ]\Iassaehusetts 
code,  and  ih^'  llev.  ]Mr.  Cotton's  Discourse  on  "Civil  Gov- 
ernment in  a  New  riantation.'t 


•  Bacon,  3 J7.  +  Kinn;.=k-y,  .33,  3 1. 

t  Mather  says-^"  I'iiere  i~   likewise  published  A  JJisroursc   ulnml  Civil  Gov- 
nrncrif   in  a   X^.r  I'la-ttdtioii,  who-U'   ilrniiTu   is   rdi'^ion  :  m    llif    tiile    jiairp 
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The  instructions  to  Governor  Eaton  to  consult  the  Mas- 
sachusetts oc(!(\  .<eom  to  have  lieon  literally  iMIowed.  He 
copied  a  l.-ir^e  portion  of  tlioii-  code  of  ltJ49,  ])arrlcuiarly 
the  liiteeii  capital  laws,  v.hicli  he  adopted  word  I'or  word, 
with  the  same  .scriptui'al  reiereiices.  The  liist  law  estab- 
lishinjr  1V<'''  sohoois  in  America  was  passed  by  JMas^^achu- 
sctts.  v;7ih  of  October,  lG-17,  and  commejiced  with  a  ])rram- 
ble,  which  !i:;<  ottrn  brfU  cited  as  chai-acteri>ric  ol  the 
early  sdih  r-  of  New  I^aaiaiid.  This  was  copied  verbatim 
in  Mr.  Eaton's  eode.f 

The  new  code,  drawn  up  by  Governor  Eaton,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Kev.  Mr.  Davenptirt,  was  in  due  time  pre- 
sented, and  having  first  been  submitted  to  the  examination 
of  the  elders,  and  received  their  approval,  was  adopted 
by  the  ;:ciu  ral  court.  They  ordered  its  publication,  but 
theri^  wa<  ut  lhi.>  time  no  printing  press  in  the  colony.  The 
manns'iipt  w,'.«  therei'.-i  e  sent  to  Eni:land.  to  be  y^rintcd 
under  the  sujierintendence  of  Governor  Hopkins,  of  Con- 
necticut, who  was  at  that  time  in  London.  All  this  was 
done  so  expeditiously,  that  at  the  court  holden  at  -N'ew  Ha- 
ven, on  tlie  5th  of  June,  1G50,  the  Govei-nor  informed  them 
that  the  printed  copies  had  been  received,  and  they  were 
by  order  distributed  among  the  towns  t 

Gov.  Eaton's  code  of  laws,  and  the  decisions  of  the  New 
Haven  magistrates,  have  often  been  made  the  sul)ject  of 
reproach  and  ridicule.  Grave  churchmen  and  ribf.ld  wits 
have  here  Joined  hands;  and  many  a  one  who  perhaps  be- 
lieves in  nothing  else,  most  firmly  believes  in  the  •'  lUue 
Lairs."  AVhy  the  epitln^t  hhie  was  given  to  the  ■New  Ha- 
ven code,  has'  been  a  matter  of  question.  15y  some,  they 
are  said  to  have  been  eaUed  blue,  because  they  were  san- 
guinary; by  others,  the  t'M'm  is  supposed  to  rder  to  the 
austerity  of  a  particular  sect — as  in  Butler's  description — 

"  For  bis  rrIi;;;ion,  it  wr.s  tit 

"  To  innlch  his  learniiUT  ami  1h=  wit  ; 

"'Twas  Presbyterian  true  Hue." 


wherc'.f  the  n.iiiK-  of  Mr.  Couoii  i?,  tiy  mistake,  put  for  tliat  ol  Air.  I.).ivcn).ort." 
.Ma;:nnlin,  b.  in.  -tti.  I;i  :i  cnpv  ol"  tliis  Discourse,  piinted  in  l(Jti3,  liy  Green  Sc 
Johnson,  at  Cniiibridiie.  whicli  1  have  seen,  is  a  .\  S.  noie,  in  the  iiaiiilwriiing  of 
Daven;iort,  which  coiichisive'.y  proves  liim  to  have  been  the  author. 

tS'-e  an  intere?!i;ir;  paprr  bv  \\yn\.  V.  C.  Gray,  on  the  Early  Laws  ol"  Ma'rsa- 
chusett.s  in  III  .Ma-s.^llist.  Col.,  viii.  191--J;i7. 

t  A  copy  of  the  printed  laws  procured  by  Gov.  Hopkins,  i.-  preserved  in  the 
Library  of  the  Amer.  Antiq. -Society. 
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Raiilett,  in  b's  Dictlonarv  ul'  Auierloanisms,  says  the  tpvm 
"l)!ue"  was  nnplitd  [in  Eni.'j.ind'j  ospecialiy  to  the  ]^rrsi)y- 
liM-irins,  to  de'int.'^  il;«  ir  severe  and  mortilied  uppoar;ini"o. 
'J'hiis.  heneath  an  old  [)ortrait  of  the  seventeenth  ctntiiry,  in 
the  Woodburii  Gqllery.  ii  the  ioUowing-  inscription: 

"A  true  Hue  Piiesi.Ti  Iji:isfy  Woolsey  Brother, 
"  One  Ic-g^  a  puipit  h(;!iLs,  :i  tub  the  otl-.cr  : 
"An  ruthotioX;  grave,  mcf'erate  Presbyterian, 
•' 5Ialisuipiici;--.!oalve,  half  F:iest,  half  Puritan." 

'J'he  epithet  "h'ne, '  wns  j)rol\ahly  ap)  '.k  d  in  this  eonntiy 
(■\cn  more  exteii^iv,  !y  than  in  I'lalai.i!.  in  lidieuh-  of  the 
institutions  of  the  puritans  ;  and  v.  .-ts  *niph)yed  particuhii  ly 
to   characterize  tiie  i.n»vs  as  over  .slrict,  and  wliimsicnh  ■ 

IJal  anoth»>r  and  perlians  suUieient  exphinalicm  is  lound 
in  tilt  >itnplr'  trnditionary  tact,  tliat  the  original  panijihh't 
laws  \v(^re  stitei.ed  in  blue  paper  covers — and  hence  the 
namt\ 

It  is  a  singular  iaet,  that  while  the  laws  of  New  Haven 
wviT  less  san<ruinary  than  those  of  the  oLh-er  colonies,  the 
poj)nlar  belief  has  assio^ned  to  that  colony  the  bad  pre-enii- 
nen.ee.  They  were  ri;/id,  it  is  true,  and  were  enforced  by 
luillinchins  and  failtiful  magistrates:  but  the  lionest  in- 
(juirer  A\ill  look  in  vain  for  the  fabled  Blue  Laws,  except  in 
the  spitetul  stoiy  of  a  refugee  parson,  who,  in  1774,  fnresee- 
ini;  Ironi  the  signs  of  the  times  that  he  miyht  possibly  be 
visited  by  a  revolutionary  mul)  ^^■ith  a  jienaUy  tiot  provided 
for,  even  in  the  Bine  Laws,  j'si-udently  reti-.cd  to  laigland. 
He  employed  himself  in  London,  \\Iiilst  the  war  lasted,  in 
reviling  the  colonists,  more  especially,  in  a  s[)irit  ol' retalia- 
tion, misrepresenting  p(a>f)ns  and  events  in  his  native  state. 
In  17yL  he  iniblislied  his  history  of  Connecticut,  filled 
with  extravagances  and  falsehoods  so  gross,  that  no  one 
tliouuht  of  contradicting  them  ; — 'J'rumbull  did  not  deem 
them  worth  }iis  notice  ; — and  yet,  unconLradicted,  this  book 
lias  created  lar  and  wide  an  impression  as  unfavorable  to 
the  I'uritan  settlers  of  Connecticut,  as  has  Diedrich's  fanci- 
ful hislorv  to  the  character  of  the  honest  Knickerbockers  of 
New  York.t 

It  is  proper  here  to  advert  to  the  long  and  troublesome 
controversv  between  the  English  colonv  at  New  Haven  and 


•  N.  A.  Revie-.v,  .\lviii.  f.O  I. 

tSfp  remarks  on  the  liciirii  of  the  Blue  Laws,  in  .Smith's  Hist.  N.  Y.  ii.  IIX 
383  ;  and  in  Kini^i-ipy's  ami  U;icun'f  Discourses. 
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the  Dutch  rtt  Xcw  Nfiliciland,  whicli  cniharrasscd  the  ad- 
ministration of  tiovfrnor  l-aton.  In  le.-s  than  throe  years 
after  the  e.stabli>hmr'nt  of  l!;i-  trovcriimi  nt  of  New  Haven, 
some  of  tlif  ni'U-i'  (.■lUerpfi.-iiiir  ainoni':  the  plantn's  enter(>d 
into  an  aurecuicut  to  lorni  a  new  plar.lation  lurther  south, 
at  some  convenient  po.st  upon  the  Delaware,  jirincipallv  for 
purposes  of  trade.  'J'hey  eniered  into  nciidtiations  with 
and  puiehased  lamh  from  the  Indian:?,  on  hotii  >iilcs  oi  that 
river.  'J'radincr  houses  were  erected  durini:  llin  vcar  upon 
their  hind  ;  a  post  was  fortified  on  the  .Schuyikill,  arid  some 
fifty  lamilie-s  ia  all  Joined  in  tin-  emiirraiioii.  still  holdin:? 
themselves  to  be  ue.der  the  jiirisdiolion  of  ?«ew  Haven. 

The  Du!ch  of  New  Netlierland,  who  had  prott^stcd  aijainst 
the  occupation  of  the  Delaware  by  the  iSwedes,  chose  to 
consider  this  movement  of  the  New  Haven  people  as  an 
act  of  a2-2;ressi;in.  I)irector  General  Ki/lt,  while  the  vessel 
containiui;  the  emigrants  was  on  its  way  south,  issued  his 
protest  a'jrain-^t  their  settlement  anvwlter..^  upun  lands  ad- 
joining,- tlu^  Delaware,  lie  asserted  the  claim  of  New 
j\etherland  to  all  the  lands  tliere  occupied  by  the  En<ilish, 
and  in  the  following  y°i'^,  sending  an  armed  torce  into  the 
Delaware,  he  succeeded  in  breaking  up  and  destroying  tiie 
settlements.  The  goods  of  the  settlers  \vere  seized,  their 
trading  houses  burnt,  their  vessels  taken,  and  a  number  of 
the  planters  sent  prisoners  to  New  Amsterdam.  An  attempt 
was  made  upon  the  life  of  George  Lamberton,  the  princi- 
pal man  ol'  the  set! lenient,  and  he  was  put  on  trial  for  trea- 
son ;  but  the  Dutcii  magistrates  linding  the  evidence  insuiii- 
cient  to  convict  him,  dismissed  (he  charge-  They  compelled 
him,  however,  to  render  an  account  of  his  traliic  upon  the 
Delawan-.  end  amerced  liim  in  heavy  dairiairt^s.*  JSome  of 
the  j)lanti  rs  returned  to  New  ilaven,  and  the  few  who 
remained  sub  i.itted  to  the  government  of  New  Nether- 
land. 

The  exasprration  growing  out  cf  these  sununary  pioeeed- 
ings  was  very  irreat  at  New  Haven  :  and  itrequireil  all  the 
address  and  influence  of  Governc  i*  Eaton  to  prevent  o|)en 
acts  of  retaliation. 

The  desire  oi'  the  colonists  to  extend  their  possessions 
was  in  no  way  repressed  by  the  results  of  their  adventure 
upon  the  Delaware.  They  made  purchases  of  other  lands 
from  the  natives.  'a\vond  their  original  possessions,  west,  to- 

•  Trumbull,  i.  100.   See  li'iso  tlie  account  of  this  Cdntrovcrsy,  pivcii  liy  O'Cal- 
lagUan,  Hist.  Nc.r  NetlierJanJ,  i.,  031,  2."i3. 
SECOND  SERU:s,  VOI-    U.  '17 
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wards  the  Hudson.  The  Dutch  authoi'itics  at  New  Am- 
sterdam, who  claimed  jurisdiction  to  ihc  Connecticut.,  looked 
upon  this  proceeding-  as  an  aggression,  and  charged  tlio 
New  Haven  people  with  an  insatiable  desire  to  usurp  their 
lands.  Director  General  Keitt  wrote  in  strong  terms  to  Go- 
vernor Eaton,  protesting  against  his  planting  liis  loot  near 
the  jNIauritius  river.  Governor  Eaton,  in  reply,  told  him 
that  he  knew  of  no  such  river  as  the  iMaui-itius,  and  had  en- 
tered upon  no  lands  to  which  the  Dutch  had  any  known 
title.  The  English  had,  indeed,  built  a  small  house  on  the 
I'augassett  river,  but  it  was  at  leagues  distance  tiom  any 
post  on  the  Hudson,  or  the  INIanhaltoes  ;  and  they  liad  not 
built  even  there,  until  they  had  lirst  puichasf  d  a  title  from 
the  true  proprietors. 

The  controversy  came  before  the  commissioners  of  the 
United  Colonies,  where  the  course  of  New  liaven  was  jus- 
tified. Jvieft  unfortunately  grew  passionate  in  proportion 
as  he  lost  gi-ound  in  arirument,  and  ended  his  action  in 
the  controversy  by  fulminating  a  protest  against  the  author- 
ity of  the  commissioners. 

Director  Kieft  not,  long  afterwards  (lGi7.)  was  super- 
ceded in  the  government  of  New  Nelherland,  by  Petrus 
Stuyvesant,  and  embarked  lor  Holland,  bearing  with  him 
the  character  of  a  bad  inan  and  magistrate,  'j'he  vessel  in 
which  he  sailed  was  lost  at  sea,  and  all  on  board  peiished. 

Stuyvesant,  tlie  new  director  general,  conmienced  by 
the  n.ost  friendly  salutations  to  the  New  England  govern- 
ments, which  were  cordial]}'  reciprocated.  It  was  not  long, 
however,  belbre  a  Dutch  ship  from  North  Holland  was  dis- 
covered trading  directly  with  New"  Haven,  without  a  |)er- 
mit,  or  the  payment  of  duties — a  specimen  of  free  trade  not 
altog«-ther  agreeable  to  the  authorities  at  New  Amsterdam. 
The  ship  was  armed,  and  as  it  would  be  a  dillicult  matter 
to  capture  her,  a  permit,  which  had  been  at  length  api)lied 
toi',  was  sent  to  New  Haven.  But  the  owners  of  the  ship, 
instead  of  paying  the  dutiej<,  or  taking  her  round  to  New 
Amsterdam,  announced  that  she  was  ready  to  sail  direct  for 
Virginia.  The  director  general  Stuyvesant  was  not  the 
man  to  be  trilled  with  in  a  matter  of  this  importance.  It 
happened  that  the  authorities  at  New  Amsterdam  had  just 
betbie  sold  a  ship  to  ?.Ir.  Gooiiyear,  deputy  governor  of 
New  Haven,  and  had  contracted  to  deliver  the  vessel  at  the 
latter  port.  On  board  this've.^-^cl,  Suiy  vesant  sent  a  body  of 
armed  men,  with  instructions  to  cut  the  other  ship  out  of 
the  harbor,  bv  force  of  arms  it'   necessary,  and  bring  her  to 
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the  Manhattans.  This  wfvs  adroitly  accompli-shrd  ;  the  otfi- 
cers  and  crew  of  ihe  Duicb  {ir^  trader  were  taken  to  New 
Amsterdam  in  triumi)n.ai.d  the  vess;  1  and  c.irao  were  confis- 
cated. Siuyvesant  accompanied  this  acr  v.dth  a  protest,  in. 
■which  he  claimed  ad  the  Luuls  trom  cape  Ifcnlopento  cape 
Cod  ! 

These  proceedings,  ol'  course,  caused  irrent  exoifement  at 
New  Haven.  Governor  Eaton,  in  a  cairn  but  resolute  tone; 
protested  against  the  hostile  proceedim;S  of  tlie  J^utcli  ;  re- 
citing the  conditio^h^  in  widch  the  ^e';pcctive  cohjuies  stood 
towards  the  sovereign  f'ontr  abroad,  and  to  each  other. 
But  his  remonstrances  were  unheeded,  and  the  di.>put«^  was 
not  heah^d.  Some  ot^  the  Duteti  company's  servants  at  Xew 
Amsterdam,  to  escape  punishment  or  hard  service,  li;id  fled 
to  New  Haven,  btayvcsant  demanded  their  surrender. 
Eaton  declined  to  suirender  the  t'ugitives;  whereupon,  af- 
ter an  anirry  correspondeu'^e  between  the  two  irovernors, 
Stuyvesant  issued  a  proclamation  oilering  protection  to 
slaves,  debtors,  or  other  runaways  IVom  New  Haven.  When 
these  extreme  measures,  however,  began  to  be  questioned 
by  the  honest  burghers  of  New  Amsterdam,  as  tending  to 
convert  their  city  into  a  receptacle  for  the  worst  classes  of 
all  the  neighboring  plantations,  Stuyvesant  is  said  to  have 
outwitted  Governor  Eaton  by  privntely  offering  pardon  and 
good  treatment  to  all  the  Dutch  runaways  who  should  vo- 
luntarily return  ;  and  then  to  have  cancelled  the  objectiona- 
ble proclamation. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  commissioners  of  the  New  England  co- 
lonies in  1G4'J,  Governor  Eaton  proposed  that  etiectual  mea- 
sures betaken  for  the  settlement  of  lands  on  the  Delaware. 
But  no  encouragcm.ent  was  given  by  the  commissioners, 
and  the  New  Haven  proprietors  were  advised  to  dispose  of 
their  land  and  avoid  furl  her  controversy.  At  the  close  of 
the  next  year,  however,  ihey  made  another  attempt  to  es- 
tablish a  colony  on  the  Dtdaware.  For  this  pur[)osc  they 
chartered  a  vessel,  in  which  some  fifty  persons  sailrcl  under 
a  commission  from  Governor  Eaton.  Touching  at  Ncnv 
Amsterdam  on  their  way,  the  commander  of  the  vessel  and 
several  of  the  passengers  were  arrested  by  director  general 
Stuyvesant,  and  were  only  released  from  duress  on  a  pro- 
mise at  once  to  abandon  their  enterprise  and  return  liome. 
This  i)roceeding  on  the  pari  of  Stuyv'\sant  w;is  a  rash  one, 
and  provoked  a  strong  remonstrance  from  the  United  Colo- 
nies; but  it  answered   the  purpose  of  "Peter  the  Head-. 
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stronir,"  and  was  efFectuitl,  in  i)reventinnr  the  sottkracnt  of 
the  EiiL^Iish  of  x\p\v  llavni  unon  Th<i  Dehiwiire. 

Ill  lookiiii;  bnck  froia  tliis  point  of  time  t(j  lliut  when  the 
war  of  prote-^is  and  proL-lamutions  rnvr-d  bf'lwecn  these 
Dutch  and  Enclish  mayj>tnitc:^,  wo  cannoL  but  admire  the 
skill  both  of  (lovernor  Eafon  and  Dircttor  .Stuv\ cscaiit.  in 
avoicUnu  the  shedding  of  blood,  ^'^luyve.sani  had^M-i-at  iailh 
in  the  ehlcacy  ot 'sonorous  protests,  and  these  he  thundered 
\vithout  stint  at  the  olioiidin^  puritans.  Governor  Eaton, 
on  the  oLl;er  hand,  was  a  man  of  ]H'aee,  and  of  prudent 
counsels,  and  liojicd  to  oi)tain  redre<s  of  grievances  without 
an  appeal  to  force,  or  the  doctrine  oI'rej)i-isals.  His  hopes, 
however,  were  no  Jarthcr  realized  than  in  heinu  able  to 
prevent  hostile  eollisior.s  as  long  as  Jie  lived.  The  ditler- 
ences  between  tlu;  p-opL^  of  Acw  Haven  and  their  neigh- 
bors of  New  r\'etlieriaiid,  ceased  only  willi  the  surrender  of 
the  latter  colony  to  the  EngU^h  in  IGOl. 

The  pecuniary  losi;'\s  to  tlie  colony,  growing  out  of  the 
attempt  to  establish  a  plantation  on  the  Didawar.',  aie  said 
to  have  amounted  to  mr  :•  tlian  a  thousand  pounds  sterling. 
Sacrilices  so  great  begi  :i  to  alarm  the  colonists.  .Sonre 
who  had  brought  large  crates  into  the  colony,  now  behtdd 
their  substance  rapidly  v.  asting  away  ;  and  after  much  re- 
flection they  determined  upon  an  elFoi  t  to  repair  their  for- 
mer losses.  Combining  dieir  money  and  labor,  they  built  a 
ship  at  Rhode  Island,  o.  150  tons',  and  freighted  her  for 
England,  with  the  greater  portio'.i  of  their  commercial 
estates.  Thomas  Gregson,  George;  Lamberton,  and  others 
of  their  principal  men,  embarked  in  this  vessel,  which  sail- 
ed from  Xew  Haven,  in  .lanuary,  1047.  The  ship,  M-hieh 
jM-obably  foundered  at  sea,  was*  never  heard  ol  alter  she 
sailed. 

Tlie  traditions  of  New  Haven  connect  a  wonderl'ul  at  rnos- 
j)herie  phenomenon,  or  appai  ition,  with  the  loss  of  this  sjip, 
Winlhrop  (ii,  3i3.)  gives  the  lirst  account  of  the  phenome- 
non ;  and  the  Eev.  .\!r.  J'ier;:ont.  in  r<^plv  to  inquiiies  of 
Cotton  Mather,  i:ives  the  following  relation,  well  suited  to 
swell  the  marvels  of  the  .Ala-:ialia  :—- In  June,  (IGIG.)  a 
great  thunder  storm  arose  out  of  the  northwest  ;  alter  which 
(the  hemisphere  bein-  serene)  about  an  hour  before  sunset, 
a  ship  with  like  dimensions  with  the  alorsaid,  with  her 
canvass  and  colois  abroad,  appeareil  in  tlie  air  coming  up 
from  our  harbor's  moutli,  \\hieh  lies  southward  from'lho 
town,  seemingly  with  her  >ails  liljcd  under  a  iresh  gale, 
holding  her  course  north,  and  continuing  under  observation, 
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sailing  riyain.-<t  llic  wind,  for  tl  '^  sjnicc  of  half  an  lionr,  and 
then  vanished  into  a  ^moky  cl"i:d.""* 

The-  coli^ni.sis  now  began  i.)  despair  of  b<>ttcrin!7  tlieir 
condition  by  trade;  they  saw  t;iai  their  oi-iginal  design  of 
creating:  a  great  commercial  jnai't  at  Aew  Haven,  was  hope- 
less ;  and  considerinir  themseivc-s  but  poorly  calculated  to 
engage  in  ngricultural  pursuits,  of  which  tew  had  any  })rac- 
ticai  knowledge,  they  tor  a  time  seriously  entertnined  the 
design  o!\[Liitlin'.r  the  country.  Some  lew  ot'  them,  despair- 
ing of  succf.-s  Ihie,  actually  returned  to  Eneland. 

or  the  Ica'iiig  men  of  New  Haven,  there  was  one  or 
more,  connected  with  Cromwell  by  tamily  alliances,  who 
had  correspondinl  with  him  ;  a!:d  it  is  said  that  llu  New 
Haven  people  received  oilers  from  him  oi  territory  in  Ire- 
Innd.  oi-  JaniLuca,  and  that  they  entered  into  treaty  lor  the 
city  ol  Gallov.ay,  in  Ireland,  where  they  intended  to  settle, 
and  form  a  small  province  l.iy  themselves.  But  the  unto- 
word  reduction  oi^  their  estates  opiuosed  a  s;  lious  obstacle 
to  any  new  enterprise,  that  would  involve  evpcnse  ;  in- 
fluenced, moreover,  by  attachment  to  their  new  home,  and 
dreading  to  encounter  the  persecution  from  v.-hicli  they  had 
fled  — they  at  h'ligth  resigned  themselves  quietly  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits  ;  became  suii.stantial  larmers,  and  their  settle- 
ment henceforward  flourished  as  rapidly  as  those  of  the 
adjoining  colonies. 

it  has  been  already  stated  that  Governor  Eaton  was  an- 
nually ri?-eb'cted  to  the  chief  magistracy  of  the  colony,  from 
its  foundation  to  tlie  period  of  his  death — twenty  years  in 
succession. 

Governor  Eaton  died  suddicnly  at  his  residfuee  in  New 
ITaven,  on  the  7lh  day  ci'  .Tonuia'y.  1G57,  in  the  (17!!.  year 
of  his  age. 

This  good  man  had  been  wont  to  say,  "  some  count  it  a 
great  niatier  to  die  well;  but  I  am  sure  it  is  a  grea.ter  mat- 
ter to  live  v.ell.  All  our  care  should  be,  while  v>'e  have 
oin-  life,  to  u'-e  it  well  ;  and  so  when  death  puts  an  end  to 
that,  it  will  put  an  end  to  all  our  cares."  Having  livt  <1  ac- 
cording to  the  s[-,irit  r.i  this  niaxim,  making  it  all  his  care  to 
live  well.  '•  G<),[  V,  <;;:!, 1  huve  liimto  die  well,"  says  the  quaint 
histoiian.  "  witiiou!  a-.y  room  or  ti:iie  then  given  to  care  at 
all  :  for  he  enja^cu  a  death  sudden  to  every  one  ImU  him- 
sell."  Having  \\oi.-.liij,ued  Godwiili  las  family  alter  his 
usual  maimer,  aJid  u'v^ii  soi;ie  occasion  having-  char^ed  all 
the  family  to  be   aM(  i-.tive   to  their  mistress,  then  conlincd 

»  'Mathers  Magnolia,  b.  i.  ~'J. 
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by  sickne.s:^,  ''lie.  supped;  and  then  took  a  turn  or  t^'o 
abroad  for  his  inecliiatlou.-;."  After  th;it  he  came  in  to  bid 
his  \vife  good  n';;ht.  bt-forc  1'\t  vir:g  hur  ^^  ith  those  who  were 
to  watch  with  her.  She  said  to  hiiTi,  "  JMetbinks  j'ou  look 
sad."  He  rcjjbed, '' The  ditleroiices  arising  in  the  church 
of  Hartford,  make  me  sad.'"  She  tlien,  discontented  as  she 
long  liad  been,  said.  "  Let  us  even  go  back  to  our  native 
country."  To  whicli.  he  aiiswercd,  ''  You  may.  hut  I  shall 
die  here."  Tiii^  wa^  the  laL-t  -v\ovd  she  ever  hc^ard  him 
speak.  He  ictired  to  his  chamber;  and  about  midnighthe 
was  heard  to  groan  ;  and  to  some  one.  who  instantly  came 
in  to  inquire  hov.  lie  did,  he  answered  onh",  "  V(^ry  ill,"  and 
imn\ediately  fell  asleep  :n  Jesus.* 

In  tiie  discharge  of  his  vaiious  duties,  the  conduct  of  Go- 
vernor J'^aton  v.as  marked  by  great  energy,  .skill  and  pru- 
dence, and  a  feivent  desire  to  promote  the  public  welfare. 
During  th':'  p':'rils  of  the  two  first  wiators  at  Ncv/  Haven; 
intlie  emljarrassing  disputes  with  the  J3utch  authorities  of 
JN'ew  Netherland,  and  the  difficulties  with  the  native  tribes 
of  Connecticut,  Governor  Eaton  cx!ul)ited  a  benevolent 
care,  wisdom  and  foresight,  that  were  of  inestimable  value 
to  the  colony.  And  so  unanimous  are  the  historians  in  his 
praise,  that  we  can  realize  a  degree  of  propriety  in  the  ex- 
travagant enlogium  of  ^Mather,  who  says  he  was  "  the  guide 
of  the  blind,  the  staff  of  the  lame,  the  helper  of  the  widow 
and  the  orphan,  and  all  the  distressed;  none  that  had  a 
good  cause  were  afraid  of  coming  belore  him;  on  the  one 
side,  in  his  days  did  the  righteous  fiouri^'h  ;  on  the  other 
side,  he  was  the  terror  of  evil  doers.  As  in  the  government 
of  the  commonweal'h,  so  in  the  government  of  his  family, 
he  was  pruder.t,  scrior.s,  !iap})y  to  a  wonder.  A  word  of  his 
was  enough  to  strcr  them  !" 

Hubbard,  hin-iself,  partly  cotcmporary  with  Governor 
Eaton,  says  of  him,  "  Ailtr  he  saw  the  manner  of  tlie  coun- 
try, he  soon  trave  over  trading,  and  betook  himself  to  hus- 
bandry, wherein,  tliough  he  met  with  the  inconveniences 
usual  to  others,  which  very  much  consumed  his  estate,  yet 
he  maintained  a  ])ort  in  some  measure  answerable  to  his 
place ;  and  although  he  was  capable  of,  and  had  been 
much  used  in,  alfairs  of  a  far  nobler  and  broader  nature, as 
having  with  good  advantage  more  than  once  stood  before 
kings,  yet  did  he  apjdy  himself  to  the  mean  and  low  things 
of  JNew  England,  with   tliat  dexterity  and  humility  as  was 

»  Magnalia,  ii,29. 
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much  to  SCO,  and  with  so  much  constancy  tliat  no  tempta- 
tions or  solicitations  could  prevail  with  him  to  leave  his 
work  and  look  iiack  towards  Europe  a:::'iin.''  "This  man 
had  in  him  groat  ^^ilts,  and  as  many  t-xccUeiicies  as  ;i.re 
usually  found  in  any  one  man:  he  had  an  excellent  prince- 
ly face  and  port,  and  commandint?  respect  Irom  all  others: 
he  was  a  good  scholar,  a  traveller,  a  great  reader,  of  an 
exceeding  steady  and  even  spirit,  not  easily  moved  to  pas- 
sion, anrl  standing-  unshaken  in  his  principles  when  once 
fixed  upon,  of  a  prolbund  jud2rnent,  full  ol' majesty  and  au- 
thority in  his  judicatures,  so  that  it  was  a  vain  thing  to  olfer 
to  head  him  out,  and  yet  in  his  ordinary  conversation,  and 
among  friends,  of  such  pleasantness  of  liehavior.  and  such 
felicity  and  lecundity  of  harmless  wit  as  can  hardly  be  par- 
alleled ;  bu!  above  all  he  was  seasoned  with  religion,  close 
in  closet  duties,  solemn  and  substantial  in  family  worship, 
a  diligent  and  constant  attender  upon  all  public  ordinances, 
taking  notes  of  the  sermons  iie  iieaid  cxactl}',  and  iiri- 
proving  them  accordingly;  in  short,  approving  himsclt'  in 
the  whole  course  of  his  life,  in  faithfulness,  wisdom  and  in- 
olfensiveness  before  God  and  man."* 

"  And  albeit,  he  sometimes  had  a  large  family,  consisting 
of  no  less  than  thirty  persons,  yet  he  managed  them  with 
such  an  even  temper,  that  observers  have  atlirmeJ,  they 
never  saw  a  house  ordered  with  more  wisdom.  He  kept  an 
honorable  and  hospitable  table  ;  but  one  thing  that  still 
made  the  entertainment  thereof  better,  was  the  continual 
presence  of  his  au'cd  mother,  by  feeding  of  whom  wdth  an 
exemplary  piety  till  she  died,  he  ensured  his  own  prosperi- 
ty as  long  as  he  lived. ""f 

The  author  of  '•  Wonder-working  Providence  of  Zion's 
Saviour,"  says,  '•  This  i:overnment  ol'  New  Haven,  although 
the  younger  sister  of  the  four,  yet  was  she  as  beautiful  as 
any  ol  this  broode  of  travellers,  and  most  minding  the  end 
of  her  coming  hither,  to  keej)  close  to  the  rule  of  Christ  both 
in  doctrine  and  discipline."     Of  Eaton,  he  thus  discourses: 

"Thou  noble  thus,  Theophilus,  'lefore  nreat  kin;;?  to  stand. 

More  I'.oMe  hir,  tor  Christ  his  war,  tiiou  leav'si  thy  native  land  ; 

With  lliy  rich  store  thou  com'st  on  shore  Chri-st's  churches  to  assist ; 
What  if  it  waste  I  thou  purchast  hast  that  Pearl  th.at  most  have  mist. 

Nay,  rather  he  haih  purchased  thee,  and  whntso'er  thou  hast, 
With  graces  store  to  govern  o'er  his  people,  he  iIkb  placed. 

*  HuhbarJ,  :i29,  33:1. 

+  ;\Iuiher.  Mrs.  .Mary  Cntoii,  mother  of  Gov.  ETton,  died  at  the  residence 
of  her  son  in  New  Haven,  IGlT. — 375.  Letter  of  lirr.   Is'uir  Junes. 
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Our  State  affaires  ihy  will  repairs,  nssistant  thou  hast  bin, 
F'irin  lea-^'iie  to  make,  for  Gus;.iel's  snke,  fo.ir  Colonys  within  ; 

\Vi!h  Swedes,  Freiiih,  Dutch,  and  Indians  nuijh.  Go.l's  people'?  peace  thi-^  bre.i : 
'I'iieii  Kato.\  aye,  reuieiiiher  i-iay,  the  chilj  that's  yet  unfed."  v 

Eaton  was  evidciilly  the  nilini;-  rniiid  of  the  colony,  in  all 
th.'if.  related  to  tlie  administration  of  the  laws  ;  and  Irom  the 
l('()-lh  ol'tinm  hs;  presided  over  the  colony  he  i)ecame  idcn- 
ti(i''(l  with  all  its  interests.* 

(iovcrnor  Eaton  was  twi^r  nmrried.     Ol'  his  first  wife 
wc  liave  no  other  account   than  that  she  died  ai'ter  becom- 
ing'the  mother  of  two  of  his  children.     Ills  seeond  wife 
V'     .    was  Ann,  the  widow  of  Uavid  Yale,  Esq.,  and  daughter  of 
/jyt;^   I)i"-  'I'liomasrMd^it^ii,  the  bishop  of  Chcst(M-.     At  thetime  of 
o'       this  marriage,  she  had  three  cliildren,  David,  Thomas  and 
Ann  Yale,  to  whom,  says  ZJather,  JMr.  Eaton  '-became  a 
most    exemplary,    loving    and     faithftd    father."       Edward 
lIupLins  married  Ann,  and  the  three  children  came  to  New 
EiiL'iaiid  wilh  tiieir  mother. 

Uuvernor  Eaton,  in  Lis  will,  names  three  children  only — 

..      donl)tles.s  all  who  were  at  that  time  living.     ^Mather  says 

•■  '         that  two  of  his  children  died  of  the  plague  "in   London.     Of 

those  who  died  before  him.  his  son  Samuel   was  the  most 

distiniruished.     He  was  born  in  1(V39,  came  wilh  his  father 

to  New  England,  graduated  at  Harvard  college  in   1G49, 

and  was  chosen  a  masfistrate  of  New  Haven  colony  in  May, 

i     •:•      1051.    'He  and  his  wile  died  within  two  days  of  each  other, 

in  .lune,  lG55."t 

;  ..  The  three  children  named  in  the  Will,  were  Theophilus, 

INIary,  and  Hannah.     Theo]>h;lus,  a  son  by  the  lirst  mar- 

i'     ■     riai^e,  came  to  this  country,  but  returned  and  settled  in 

I^ubhn.     JMary  v.-as  married  to  Valentine  Hill,  wljo,  in  1G58, 

removed  to  ]^iscataqua  in  New  ilampshire.     He  had  been 

•      ii  deacon  TTi  the  First  Church  ot  ]5oston.     Hannah,  alter  the 

;...        death  o    Iter  father,  accompanied  her  mother  to  Engla4i.d, 

where,   in   1059.   she   was   married   to   William   Jones,  an 

Cnjclish  barrister,  son  of  Col.  John  Jones,  brother-indaw  of 

CromweU,  and  one  of  the  regicides  executed  on  the  llestora- 

on  in   1G09. 

Hon.  William  Jones,  Deputy  Covernor  of  New  Haven, 

/        and    afterwards   Li.uu.   Governor   of  Connecticut   Colony, 

was  born  in  London,  A.  D.  IOC  I.     He  was  the  eldest  son  of 

Col.  John  Jones,  one  of  tin-  Jud-es  of  Charles  I.,  who  after 

the  restoration   of  Charles  11.,  was   beheaded  at   Charing 

•  E!acoii,357.    •  t  Kingsiey,  7G. 
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Cross,  Oct.  17,  i  6t>0,  r.^rd  81  veai-s.  He  was  the  son  of  the 
Rt,  Rev.  William  Jones,  nho  v.as  co/isecrnted  Bishop  ol 
Durham  iti  1507j  and  died  ia  IGi  7,  iii/ed  91.  CoL  Jones- 
was  born  iu  the  parish  of  Tregacon,  J.-sle  ol"  Anglesey,  A^ortK 
Wales,  A.  D.  ir>70.  lie  was  maiTied  iu  Wj23,  to  Henrietta,, 
third  dauirhier  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Croinwell,  (errone- 
ously nan-rd  Catharine  by  Carlyle,  and  Jane  by  Xeble,  in 
his  Memoirs  of  the  Protectorate  of  Croinwell.)  j-jlizabeth, 
who  was  married  to  Robei  t  Cromwell,  wa^  the  dauii:hter 
of  Sir  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Stuart  of  the  Isle  of  Bly, 
Knight,  di^sconded  fro::i  the  Royal  Family  of  Stuart  in 
Scotland.  Sir  Robert  died  at  Huntingdon,  June,  1017  :  his 
wife  Elizabeth;  survived  the  elevation  of  her  son  to  the  Pro- 
tectorate, and  died  Nov.  17,  1054,  at  a  very  advanced  age. 
Foster,  in  his  '•  Statesmen  ai'  the  Commonwealth  of  Eng- 
land," has  paid  a  beautital  tribute  to  iier  memory  and 
woith.  Thi.>  ilisiinguished  la<ly  of  the  Biilish  Isle,  was  the 
mother  of  Henrietta  Cromwell,  who  was  first  married  to 
Roger  Whetstone,  Esq.  an  officer  in  the  parliamentary 
army,  and  afterwards  to  Col.  John  Jones,  in  10-23;  the 
maternal  grandparent  of  Hoii.  William  Jones,  who  married 
Hannah,  youngest  daughter  of  Governor  Eaton  of  i\ew 
Haven  ;  and  was  also  the  great  grandparent  of  Sir  William 
Jones  of  India,  and  Rev.  \V'illiani  Jones  of  Nayland,  so  emi- 
nent in  the  atrials  of  literature  and  science.  'I'he  year  of 
the  death  of  Henrietta  Jones,  who  was  born  Feb.  7.  ](i91, 
has  not  been  ascertained.  1'he  chiklren  of  this  iiiarriage 
were  William.  John,  and  ^Morgan.  John,  was  the  irrand- 
parent  of  Sir  William  Jones,  and  iMorgan  of  Rev.  William 
Jones.  Hon.  Willia'n  Jon(^s,  ancestor  o!'  the  llev.  Isaac 
Jones  of  Jjitchiield,  Conn,  was  born  in  London.  1021,  M-as 
a  lawyer  at  \\  estininster,  and  married  to  Haimah  ]vaton. 
daughter  of  G.vernor  Eaton,  July  4,  1059,  in  St.  Andrew's 
Chur'.-h,  Hoiboin,  by  Rev.  Joseph  ]vowe.  Tiiey  arrived  at 
Boston,  July  27,  1000,  in  company  with  the  Judges  ^Vhal- 
ley  and  Coolie.  Tliey  removed  to  New  Haven  in  August 
of  the  same  year,  took  possession  of  the  mansion  of  Gov. 
Eaton,  aiul  continued  in  it  till  their  deaths.  The  mansion 
M-as  demolished  in  1710. 

Mr.  Jon.:s  was  made  a  freeman  in  1001;  was  elioseU 
magistrate  in  1002,  and  Deputy  Governor  of  New  Haven 
Colony  in  1004.  On  the  union  of  this  Colony  with  Coimeeti- 
cut.  INIay  11,  1005,  he  was  chosen  one  of  the  magistrates. 
In  July  1001,  ill  eonse(|uence  of  the  death  of  Lieut.  Gover- 
nor Bishoj).  he  \vas  elected  Lieut.  Governor  by  the  General 
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Ass(  iiiblv.  Ul'  was  cleft.  (1  to  tlio  snmo  omcc  ])y  the  fn-o. 
men  in  ii}92.  and  Rthv.l  May  12,  UiiiS.  He  had  ncquii-fd 
jrrfat  ivspectabilitv  and  inliiionee,  both  in  town  and  Colony, 
in  his  day.  lie  di^d  October  17,  ITOli,  need  82.  liis  con- 
sort, Hannah  Jones,  born  in  London,  IC^'iX  died  .May  4, 
(not  10th  as  has  been  stated.)  170T,  a^ed  7J.'^ 

At  the  first  General  (.'ourl;  after  the  death  ot"  Governor 
Eaton,  it  was  resolved  to  erect  a  monument  to  his  memory. — 
ill  the  words  of  the  record,  "  a  comely  tomb,  such  as  we  are 
capalde  of."  A  ph'in  sandstona  tablet,  in  the  cemetery  at 
A'cnv  Haven,  marks  tlie  jilace  of  his  burial,  with  th<:  follow- 
ini;:  inscription  : 

Theophilus  Eainn,  Exq  ,  Cue.  dec.  7  Jan.  1657,  irlat  67. 
"  Eaton,  so  fam'd,  s"  wise,  so  mc-fk,  so  Jn-t, 
"  Tlu-  P'.ia^ni.v  of  our  world,  here  hides  his  Jiisf, 
•'  This  name  forget  New  England  never  must." 

IJeut.  Gov.  Jones  and  his  wife  Hanna]i,were  buried,  one 
on  the  right,  and  the  other  on  the  leit  of  Governor  Eaton, 
and  to  the  former  inscription,  the  following  was  added  : 

"  T'  attend  you,  sir,  under  these  framed  stones, 
"  Are  come  your  hoH'ir'd  son  and  daughter  Jones, 
"  On  each  side  to  li-pose  their  wearied  hones. "t 

On  th(>  death  of  Gov.  ]:la1on,  his  widow  returned  to  Eng- 
land with  her  two  sons.  David  and  Thomas  Yale.  Elihu 
Yale,  trovernor  of  the  East  India  Company,  and  one  of  the 
principal  founders  of  Yal<-  College,  was  a  son  of  Thomas 
Yale.  ]Mrs.  Eaton,  the  widow  of  Gov.  Eaton,  died  in  Lon- 
don, in  l()5!i. 

Samuel  Eaton,  the  brother  of  Governor  Eaton,  who  has 
before  been  mentioned  in  this  .sketch,  v.as  the  first  teacher 
in  the  churcli  at  New  Haven.  In  U'>  10,  he  obtained  a  grant^ 
from  the  colony  of  the  township  of  Brar.dtord,  (Tetolcet,  of 
the  Indians,)  on  condition  that  he  would  procure  emigrants 
from  En-land  to  settle  \i\nn\  it.  He  soon  after  went  to 
England,  for  the  purpose  oi  procuring  setilers  for  the  new 
plantation;  but  being  invited  to  take  the  pastoral  charge 
o{  the  church  at  Duckinlield,!  in  Cheshire,  he  never  return- 

•  For  lhe>e  particulars  r-latinu'  to  the  family  of  U.'pnty  Governor  .Tones,  the 
writer  is  indebted  to  the  Rev.  1-ia.-  .loncs  of  Luchlu-ld,  Connecncut. 

+  The  stone  has  heen  removed  to  the  new  huiiai  L-round,  and  the  old  m:icrip- 
lion  erased.     That  on  Gov.  Eaton  has  heen  re-engraved.— Kingsley,  77. 

X  Duckinfield,  jownship  and  hamny,  were  portions  of  ih-  properly  of  a  family 
of  that  name,  who  date  back  to  th.'  days  ofth,-  co.-.i.ieM.  Tlie  township  lias  some 
valuable  mines  and  quarries,     li  i-- on   tiie   river  Tame,  vs  huh  hf  re  constituted 
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ed.  He  was  one  of  the  two  thousand  ministers  who  in 
10G2,  were  silenced  in  one  day  by  the  act  ot  uniformity.  He 
is  described  as  "  a  very  holy  man,  ol"  great  learning  and 
judgment,  and  an  incomparable  preacher."  A  list  of  his 
publications  is  given  by  Wood.  He  died  at  Denton,  in  Lan- 
cashire, England.  9th  of  June,  1005,  and  was  buried  in  the 
ch.ajK'l.  The  sermon  preached  at  his  funeral  is  found  in 
the  works  of  Oliver  Hey  wood,  v.  509.* 

Dr.  Mather,  speakin^,^  of  the  services  rendered  to  the  com- 
mercial interest  of  London,  by  Gov.  Eaton,  while  in  Den- 
mark, in  1613,  says  the  Eastland  Company,  on  his  return, 
presented  his  wife  with  a  basin  and  ewer,  curiously  wrought 
with  gold,  and  weighing  above  sixty  pounds. f  At  Gov- 
ernor Eaton's  death,  this  relic  was  valued  at  £41.  Miss 
Hannah  Eaton,  afterwards  Mrs.  Jones,  in  an  exchange  of 
property  translerred  it  to  Theophilus  Eaton,  her  onlj-'bro- 
ther,  who  lived  and  died  in  Dublin.  Gov.  Eaton  left  no 
male  descendants  in  this  country.  Among  other  treasures, 
a,  silver  urn,  valued  at  $30,  made  at  Copenhagen,  was  pre- 
sented to  Mrs.  Eaton  in  1015,  and  is  now  in  possession  of 
the  venerable  antiquary,  the  Rev.  Isaac  Jones,  resident 
Episcopal  Minister  at  Litchfield,  Conn. 

the  boundary  between  Chesh  re  and  Lancashire. — Beauties  of  Em'Iatid  and 
Wales,  ii.  272. 

»  Wood's  Athene  0\on.     Bacon'.'*  tlist.  Disc.  60. 

,t  Magnalia.b.  ii.  27. 
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Tilt"  preaftnt  i?5ue  ccnip't^tca  tha  second  voloroc  ol  the  nsw  Swric-s  of  liie  Coi- 
isGtiors  of  vhe  Ne^v  York  i'iis.c,-:cai  fj^iiciy.  Vi'^^  p'u'i  off,  jS-icaircn  hai  6ien 
suiTvi-ruiy  iadIoat->d  in  !hs  adv'i,,fr;fnfni  prtfir.'.d  lo  rise  firsi  pan,  otid  itisoniy 
u-.-;q,-^;:'v  to  6(id  chaj  ths  cornpief.e   vAd'i::  is  ir;'...Midftd  lo  arcompany  she  Issj 


r  P  n  0  C  R  E  B  ]  Is  G  S 

\  KKWYOHE   inSTOBICAL   SOCIETY, 

I  Tin:  voXTHI^y  nULLi:TlX  of  rj^crKKw^cs 

^  of  tho  New  Vork  ilisujricai  tSociety  has  nov;  brei"' 

^  piiblishp;;,  ni  ^o-!?;'lnr;?:>!o  los?,  for  rienriy  ihrec  vcpts. 

>  Tjr^  pr-^-^pprJtv  an.!  u^eujliicsa  of  tl'o  Society  miiTht  be 
j  >.0'!i~-i  irrn;?!v  ntivnncod  by  il3  cominuancc,  but  tliis 
^  wi'i  r)C  inipvricticahle,  after  vhe  present  year,  unin;<^ 
^  inajiy  n^ore  PiibjfCiibcrs  v.ve  obuiined.  Tile  vohmie 
^  lor  1840j  win  (;v5?;'?ijH  ;u,  least  300  |»age«,  inclufliiHf 
)  the  Tf>^m<iT  Pro<:e^r(ti[V'>«  of  the  Socjety  <it  its  st^rterl 
r  8;;)efi!iJii^5  and  all  ihe  most  valuable  Papers  read  a: 
)  ^uch  jncMiijgs.  The  Vvpor  en  tlie  Ancient  Architec- 
i  lure  of  Arnersca,  re-id  at  Uie  meeting  in  April,  by  U. 
J  Cary  Lonrr,  which  will  he  accornpanied  by  plalcs,  is 

<  ilseii"  worth  more  than  the  cost  of  tbe  whoje  volunv.?, 
^ '  The  price  is  O^e  Dolla:r  n.  year,  desiizned  mcrrcly 

>  to  cover  ihc  expense  of  publication  ;  snu  whon  it  in 
)  coiA-iderod  that  Ru'iscripuons  are  sought  m  order  to 
I  s->s3taiij  and  continjio  tho  publioation,  it  ia  hoped,  that 
I  tiicy  ivi!!  become  gtnevai  anioa^  ihe  incaibcr^  of  the 
\  Society. 

<  Addre^3  the  jUihKshci-.  Wijjja:^!  Van  Xohi>£:v, 
s  ;ly  T5''//,u;«  Sircet,  Nrio  York. 
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